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The llouse met at 2:00 P,

'r. Speaker in the “hair.

Order, please!

STATEMENTS BY MINISTERS

s

‘M. SITAKLR: ) The hon. Mnister of Rural Nevelopment.
SOIT HOW. !EMBERS: llear, hear!
TR. GOUDIE: Mr. Speaker, I am very pleased to.

v

inform the hon. House that the Labrador Resources Advisory Council
is now reporting to me as !inister of Rural nIevelopment. As you
Ynowethe. role of my department is becoming increasingly important
in developing the human and economic resources in Labrador. The
Labrador Resources Advisory Council represents all areas of Lahrador
and its aims and objectives closely parallei' the aspiratioqs of my
department, Their interestsqfor the informatiop of hon. memhers,include
comnunications with government reflecting the feelings of the peonle
in the Labrador cormunities won all resource issues such as fishery,
forestry, oil and gas, uranium .developments and national parks:
making cormunities aware of the use of resources and the effects that
resource development may have on the people and the environment:
developing policies on how the traditional resources,such as fishing,
trapping and hunting may be improved; encouraging the development of
new ideas in rasource wuse which take into consideration the traditions
and aspirations of Labradorians,and develecping better cormunications
between the various areas of Labrador.

ifow although the council has only Leen

in operation for a little over two vears,they have been very active.

They ave involved,for instance,in the following; consulting with all

the Labrador communities and interest groups to ascertain public

reaction respecting the Trovince's Labrador proposal to TPLE; conducting

L. . . oA — s
environmental studies such as FAIFS, the Eastern Arctic Marine Environmental

Studyywhich is a federally funded study tc determine the impact of
development o2 the marine resources of Labrador; dealing with resource

issuec by focusing on the needs of fisheries; possible interrelationsuip
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o ) ¥R. GOUDIE: with offshors ol znd gas and

ur&xim mining; advising government on devel'opment programmes’
suqh as the shrimp. fishery and the operation of northern fish .-
. élants. Gther interests include national parl:s; wildlife and
® the traditional lifestyle of  the people. » » ‘ -
I am lbbkipg forward to
‘continued _co—operati.on-be;ween the ,‘council aﬁ_d w aepartmeﬁt.

I will be meet?ng with the coumeil representatives on the week
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Mr. Goudie:
of November 27 in St. John's and we will be~éxploring'witﬁ-them all

‘possibIe_areas of development.

MR. SPEAKER: The'hon. member for Bellevue.
MR._CALLAN: Mr. Speaker, perhaps I should first of all,

because this is my first opportunity, I should first of all congratulate
the new minister on.his appointment to Fhe’post 6f Rural Development.
I might also say that we on this side of the House have thought for
a long time that the hon. gentleman should have been made a minister
and perhaps of this department a long time ago,in 1975 rather than
perhaps in 1978. So I congratulate the minister on his abpointment.
And I simply want to make a few comments in

response to the Ministerial Statement. And I am sure I speak for this
side pf-the House when 1 say that we'whole-heartedly endorse the
role that the Labrador Reésources Advisory Council has. Communications
in Labrador has been a problem; ~ ‘communication with government in
particular has been a problem for a:1ong, long time. And we are
happy to see that it has now come of age,and especially with the
Labrador Resources Advisory Council and the work that they are doing
there. |

. So once again, Mr. Speaker, I wish the new
minister all the best and anything that can be done to improve the
image of Labrador with government involvement we are all for it.

PRESENTING PETITIONS

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. the Leader of the Opposition.
MR. W. N. ROWE: Mr} Speaker, I beg leave to present a petition
received, I guess, yesterday-yes,late yesterday-from several

communities in my district situated on New.World Island. A i e
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MR. W. N. ROVE: The communities are

Cobbs Arm; Pikes Arm, Too Good Arm, and Green Cove.

And the prayer of the petition, Sir, is as follows:
"This is to certify that we, the citizens of the
foregoing communities,do gereby protest the condition
of gravel roads leading into these communities as well
as these roads within the communities: The roads are
difficult to ride over at the best of times due to ‘
protruding bedrock, turﬁé, narrowness of the roads and
excessive dust. Dust is almost a continuous problem. -
Citizens who live near these roads havée to forego ;
healthy standard of living by closfng all doors and
windows in order to esc;pe the dust. Outdoor activities

such as the drying of clothes, painting and drying of

fish are all limited by the dust problem. Also on two

or three occasions and because of the turns and narrowness

‘of the roads, school buses have left the main roads and

have ended up in the ditch.” If Your Honour were familiar
with the roads, as Your Honour probably is, he could see
that haopening quite'easily in his mind's eye. "Fortunately,
none of the students were injured, but further deterioration
of the roads may result in more serious accidents.
Furthermore, there is a lack of good turnaroﬁnds and
guardrails. Génerally there are no guardrails, especially
in the more crucial areés, and the turnarounds leave much

to be desired. Therefore, as citizens of the above
mentioned communities, we petition the Government of
Newfoundland and Labrador to adequately upgrade‘and pave
these roads. Only 1n_this manner can we expect to enjoy

a reasonable standard of health and safety for ourselves

,

and our children.” And they say, “Thank you,”" Mr. Speaker,
and this petition is signed by the following voters of the
area, and then 240 names of residents and citizens of the

communities mentioned are signed on the petition.
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MR, WHITE: Is Gerry Canning's name on 1t?
MR. W. N¥. ROWE: I have not had an opportunity

to.look_through to see if Mr. Canning's name 1is on it,

I» hope it is. I look over the copy when I ~ Too Good Am
does not. appear to have Mr. Canning's name on it, but it
may be somewhere else. It does not appear to be there.

AN HON. MEMBER: - No doubt he

shpportsvit.

MR. W. H. ROVWE: I am sure he supports it,

Sir., since he made this a major part of his campaign
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MR. W.ROWE:
around this time last year. Yow, Sir, these communities and the roads

to the communities are important,of course,for the people who-live in

. the communities,but also,of course,it is important that the road be

upgraded and paved as reqﬁested for people who live outside the
communities as well,because as my hon. friend,the member for Lewisporte

(¥r.White) district well knows the ferry to Change Islands leaves from

‘Cobts Arm and there is a considerable amount of'traffic over that main

road and dowvm into Cobbs Arm and to the ferry terminal durihg'the Summer
months; not only residents of Change Islands but tourists as well
use that roéd.

- Somebody has already mentionedgqanc I
have adverted to it as wellj that Too Good Arm is the residence, the

home community of a gentleman, a superb gentleman,who happened to have

' been my opponent in the by-election in Twillingate district, ¥r. Canning.

During the election the ‘government, Sir, I believe as represented
by the Premiergand if not the Premier then certainly a spogesman for
the goverﬁment,made a commitment fo upgrade these roads ;nd to pave
the roads. I am sure that the commitment was not a political one. I
cannot see bringing people's health standards and the condition of the

road that they have to travel over on a day to day basis bringing that

into a partisan politics. I can only assume that it was a well intentioned

gesture on the part of the govérnment, a commitment which the government

intends to 1live up to. The fact that the people there in the district

- as a whole did not see fit to return the government member is purely

acaderic and irrelevant,I would think. Surely we are not into political
blackmail or hribery,whatever way you want to look at the situation,
and surely the commitment made to the residents of .those communities
will be kept hy the government in the upcoming comstruction season and
hopefully, Sir, we will see these roads upgraded and paved duriné the

coming Summer.
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MR. NEARY: Hear, hear!
MR. W. ROWE: I move, Sir, that the petition

be received by the hon. House and referred to the department

to which it relates.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!
MR. SPEAKER: Tﬁ; hon. member for Lewisporte.
MR. WHITE: ‘ Mr. Speaker, I would like to support

the petition coming from éhe residents of Cobb's Arm, Pikes Arm, and
Too_Good Arm,and I would not be surprised if there are a few

names affixed there from the community of Change Island;, since

the ferry from Change islands lands at Cobbs Arm twice a day

and a lafge number of people use the Co$bs Arm road to get back

I have been over the road a' good many
times and I suppose, Mr. Speaéer, other than a few roads in
St. John's I would'say that this particular road should be
knowm-to the government, to ministers of the government more
than any other road in Newfoundland since just about all the
ministers lived in Twillingate district for tliree weeks last
year about this time. So I would say that all the ministers

should be aware of this road. I am sure the Premier isysince

.he did spend some time on the ferry in Cobbs Arm aroumd this

time last year talking to some people on the ferry there one
evening or maybe two évenings. The road is in desperate need -
of ;epair and I hope something is done about it.

| I would just like to add one point
that was touched on briefly in the petition that many members
may not be aware of. In this area last Su;mer'we saw a great =
deal of squid drying. A.lot of people got into that business.
It was‘a very lucrative business with dried squid selling for
about $1.00 a pound and if you drove AQQn over those roads
last year ybu would see long clothes lines of squid hanging
out to dry and I :Qink it 1s a véry significant Qevelopment

in the fishing industry and one that should be encouraged because
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MR. WHITE: there was.a great market for dried
squid last year ana a lqt of people had difficulty with v
dust getting on the dried squid and if we are talking about.
quality product thén certainly that is another reason we ~
can add to the long list df paving.

I just want to add oné point, with
regpect to Cobbs Arm being the terminal of facilities for
Change Islands that is about to change. As a matter of-fact,
I received a letter this morning from the minister in Ottawa,
the Minister of Public Worksysaying that thé $1 million had been
approved for the new ferry terminals and they say that as soon
as the proﬁincial government finishes the access roads they
will get on with the conmstruction.
MR. kIDEOUT: It would have been approved last year

if we had to go “o the Minister of Transportation.

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. member for Conception Bay South.
MR. NOLAN: Mr. Speaker, I beg leave to present

a petition on behalf of approximately fifty residents of Critch's

Road, which is,for those not familiar with it,
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Mr. Nolan: ~ off Thorburn Road; not a big road‘as such, but

a roéd that has been sadly neglected for a long, long while. The
residents are petitioning for proper drainage, ditching, and, in fact,
to have -something substantial done w&th the road.

Now this petitionyor the request,at-least,
contained is.not_a new one, Mr. Speaker. Residents have through.
any number of means over aﬁy-number of years attempted to draw to
the attention of those responsible their plight, and it is for this
reason that we have thisApetifion, and it is not the only one that

was ‘presented incidentially, of the people on Critch's Road. So
in an attempt to bring to the attention of the members of the House
- of Assembly,the department concerned, and all citizens for that
matter a very, very sad condition.

Here you have a number of families that are
off a small road off a main paved road, and to the best of my knowledge
there is}not even a sign there at the moment, although I ha@e tatked
to some people with the department attempting to get a sign put up
so at least if you are delivering groceries or whatever at least
you will know where it is. But here is a situation where you have
peop]é now who in some incidents that I know of from personal
convgrsations and so on have really 1o§t faith in the institutions
that we are suppose to supportybecause-they feel that in spite of
their calls to officié]s on 511 levels that for §ome reason they do
not have either the political clout, the economic clout, or whatever
is required to draw to theAattention of those concernea the very sad
situation that they are in.

Here you have from residents, Mr. Speaker,
who would, for example, be quite happy to co-operate with the
Department of Transportation- I cannot speak for all of fhe residents,
but some that I know of-to provide some of their land for widening
of the road where it is necessary and to assist in any way that is ’ -
humanly possible. - But they are there,as I said.as a small group

and' they do feel that they have been left out of the mainstream of life.
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Mr. Nolan: . We heard bandied about in news conferences and

so on about great grants, and millions of dollars to be spent on this
highway and that highway. It is difficult for them to believe that .
since they arevﬁot asking for the world, why it is that they have
been negiected? Why it is that fhey cannot get a 1ittle more done?
They are not asking for any luxurious item. And, if fact, it is

not too often you:get requests from the residents there. What they =
" are asking for now isop]eése,to honour the prayer of the petition.
where they can help .in. some instances they will provide some of their
. property for the widening of the road, where the department is |
concerned,if they would move in and do the ditching .that is- required

and upgrading
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MR. NOLAN: of the road and hopefully,in the

not too distant future,to pave it. Because here you have a

situation where it in some instances looks like a cow path,

‘and 1t is a shame that this be-permitted to continue.

So I do humbly ask, through this. N
petition on behalf of the people, Mr. Speakér, that this merely
not be simply agother request, They have goﬁe through every
route that they knqw how,and now once again we try through
petitioning in the House of Assembly to see if something cannot
be AOne now, this year at least, in a preparatory way, I realize
all the work coula not be done, but please try to assist in
this particular matter so that these people can feel that there
are people who care about them, that they are not forgotten, that
they are as important as any other road in'this Province, as
any other citizen in this Province. ‘Right now I feel, and I say
this not in an exaggerative' sense, that they feel dgyntroddeh.
They feel neglected. They feel that though they have talked éo
everybody that they know of in the phone book when they can get
him, who may be in authorit;, that they have not been able to
get the greliminary work in the first instance, just to bring it
up to half decent, sensible standards.

So, Mr. Speaker, I would like to present
this petition to the House of Assembly and ask.chat you, through
your servants, have the petition referred to the department to
which it relates and I hope that the people will get the
necessary results that are so sadly needed, just on ;he border
of the city here.

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. member for LaPoile. T=
MR. NEARY: . I cannot see, Sir, how one can resist
supporting the petition so ably and eloquently and dramatically
presented by my colleague, the membér for Conception Bay South

(Mr. Nolan). The hon. gentleman, Sir, should be congratulated
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MR. NEARY: in aéing such a fine job of presenting
a greviance on behalf of his constituents who live on Critch's Road.
And I would hope,.Mr. Speaker, that every member on both sides_of
the House, will rise in his place this afternoon and support that
petition. The hon. gentleman made it sound.as if it was as
important as the landing of Normandy, and that i{s how concerned

my hon. friend is about his constituents who live along this

little piece of road which is a dead .end I believe.

MR. NOLAN: That is right.
" MR. NEARY: It is a dead end. People in the

Wintertime, Mr. Speaker, cannot get their oil in. Tﬁe kids have

" to claw and scrape their way out through pilgs~aﬁd plles and banks
of snow to get out to the main road. And the people are

prepared to co-operate - that is the significant thing - the
people are prepared to co-operate by moving back their fenées

and giving up parts of their property.

Does the hon. gentleman think it is

funny?

MR. W. ROWE: No. No. No.

PREMIER MOORES : The badge -

MR. NEARY: The hon,Agencleﬁan does not have

one?

MR. SIMMONS: . He does not drink coffee.

MR. NEARY: Look, the han. gentléman has had such a

bad couple of days I will give him mine for a gift and wherever vou
go with that badge the restaurants and hotels that are participating
in the programmes, the Premier will get a free cup of coffee and

that will be a very refreshing change for the gentleman, would

1t not?
MR. SIMMONS: "Not interested," says the Premier.
MR. NEARY: And I hope it is black, black coffee.

Mr. Speaker, I support that petition,

Sir, so ab;y presented by my hon, colleague and I also support,
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although I realize it is too late,

" the petition presented by my hon. friend, the member for.

Twillingate (Mr. W. Rowe) on behalf of the constituents in

s

-Too -Good Arm. I thoughﬁ my friend was describing the road in

my own district of LaPoile, just on the outskirts of Channel -

Port aux Basques, the road to Grand Bay West.

MR. W. ROWE:

MR. NEARY:

the same.

MR. W. ROWE:

MR. NEARY:

That is right, I know it.

Because the conditions are precisely

Exactly the same.

And in the Wintertime,
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YP. S. MNEARY: r. Speaker, without guard rails,
with the potholes’, that the schocl.bus drivers that go down over

tite.. road to Grand Ray West tell me that it is 2 cafety hazard,

it is scandalous ané there were times théy were threatened to take
the buses off. altogetler. And,the people who have to get to ‘

wor!s from Grand Ray t~7e$t to get to get CM'and to g2t down to the fish
plant and so forth are continuously complaining.’ An& this was anbther

prornise, Sir, all these things we are talking about were pronmises

that were made in the last election. This was a promise that was

rade - T .
TR. STTAXER: - Order, please!
J . - As the hon. gentleman forewarned the

. House.that he would be getting into an area that he was precluded
1from so doingyand that 1s a former petition wiich has now heen tabled
and which 1s no longer .before the House &or consideration;.

I would ask the hon. gentleman to contain his remarks. ,
YT, S. NEARY: Thank you, Hr. Sgeakef . I got so carried
awvay, Sir, with the Premier and I becoming lissing cousins and my
presenting him with a little giftvthht I got carried away, Sir, and I

apoligize to the Chair.But I do want to support hoth petitions that

have been so ably.presented by my colleagues.

M. SPEARER: The hon. member for Furgeo - Ray de
Lspoir.

B
HR. SIINIONS: ’ Yr. Speaker, I too would like to rise

in support of the pétition presented by my colleague from Zonception
Day South ('r. lolan). Zoth he and my colleague for Laloile (¥'r. Xeary)
have said most of what needs to be said on the petition but perhaps

;t is a good time to once agein, Mr. Speaker, it being so near to
another Throne Sneech time, it might Be the appropriate time, ilr.

Speal:er, to raise the cuestion about the government's five year.

‘road prograrme and hope that this Critch's Toad could he included in ir.
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R, STITIONS: The road programme was committed

on a number of occasions over the past three or four years in

_ various Throne Speeches and we have yet to see the five year

- road programme and I would hope that perhaps in the Throne Cpesch

or soon after the new YMinister of Transportation and Communications

sight make the list available to us. One is led to believe that the

‘list is long since in existence and now.if we could only hawea look

at it I have no doubt that my colleague's concern will be taken care.

of ythe fifty or so petitioners on: Criéitch’'s Road will obviously -

be included - : ) i
YR, T, TMITI: Doody did not see the list.
', SDRO¥S: © - in that list. I would certainly

hope so. 7T would hope that this a clear case where the abtsolute
need of the hour will override eny partisan considerations and the
fact that my colleague is a representative of the great Liberal

Party will in no way adversely
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¥R, . SIMMIONS:
. effect the chances of his constituents having their needs met.

SOME HOM. IEMBERS: : Hear, hear!

o o o
MR. SPEAFER:: The hon. member for Burgeo Bay d'Espoir.

- MP. STMMONS: . " .1 have a petition which I would like to
presént, Mr. Speaker. I have a petition- signed by seventy-seven petitioners
in the community of McCallum 1nAhy district. The prayer of the petition
is oné that the Héuse has he#rd aﬁout before because I believe that this
is éither ché third or fouth petition that I will have presented from
the people of this community on this subject.in the past five years
since I have been in the House of Assembly. Indeed; Mr. Speaker, I
am sure friends in the House will be charmed ,particularly my good friend
from Harbour Main-Bell Island (Mr. Doo&y);to learn that on Sunday coming
I am going to be celebrating an important anniversary, the fifth
anniversary of my election into this Chamber, the anniversary of that
farous by-election.. I invite all members fresent to the party.

There is going to be one or two dn Sunday in Bay d'Espoir to celebrate

the event.
MR. DOODY: A telephone both will do.
MR. SIVMONS: It is the minister who has rented a

telephone booth for his meeting,like-the one he had in Burgeo during
the election in 1975.
¥R, DOODY: The hon. member should not complain about
that meeting. ’ ‘ .
¥R, STIMMONS: v I. an not complaining about that meeting at
all. I think Mr. Howard should have complained about the meetingqbut
I do not complain.

¥r. Speaker, I want to present a petition
from seventy-seven petitioners in the ;ommunity of lecCallum. MeCallum

has a population of just over 200 men, women and children
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MR, STIMVONS: so you will appreciate that the seventy-

seven petitioners represent most of the adult population in that

commurity. The prayer of the petition relates to the need for’a

water supply. Now I have not said a centralized water system.’’e are

talking about a supply of safe drinking water. The need identified

. in the petition is a great one,indeed it is an urgeht one, Mr. Speaker.

There is at the moment no safe water supply in the community'of

MeCallum., In Summer °
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MR. SIMMONS: the 200 ér'so résidents of
e Callum _depeﬁd on surface pools of water for tﬁeir
drinking water. In Winter they get their drinking water
supply by getting aboard their small boats and going.
by powered boat out of the harbour for a couple of.miies
to-a spring and bringing the drinking water back in
barrels and then using hoops. and buckets. to get to. get
it from the waterfront up to the houses. That is how -
they get their drinking water -in Winter.

This problem is not a new one
to the House, it 1s not a new one to the government:
indeed, the government made a commitment on this water
- supply in the Fall of 1973 when the minister of the day
was r. Val Earlé. Since then the matter has been raised
with the former minister, the present Minister of Mines
and Energy,gnd another former minister, the present
Minister of Transportation and Communications, and on
various occasions government have looked at it, have had
engineering studies done. I say to the new minister, who,
by the way, we would like té congratulate. When I was
doing so the other day he was not in the House and I was
able to pass on my best wishes to his seat mate, ‘and
I would like to do the same for'the new Minister of Municipal
Affairs and Housing and wish him well in his portfolio.
I say to him, in case he is not familiar with this particular
problem, that the departmental files are literally full
of matfers pertaining to this béréicular problem. The
Premier and the then minister made a firm commitment on T
it in the Fall of 1273, indeed, at that time the Premier
indicated it would be taken care of before Christmas of
.that ygér,-l973. It has not been taken care §f, -
Mr. Speaker. Engineering studies have hteen done, I think
at least two or three, and one in particular indicates that

a water supply - and againgl stress, not a centralized
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MR. SIMMONS: '~ water system but a water
supply. a central well, for example. could be provided
at a cost of $25.000 to $30,000. It would require some
drilling.

)
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Mr. Simmons: Frank Nolan Associates did the report to which
1 refer, and they put a éost on it and, of course, that cost is now
two years old, so I am sure inflation has Hone something to the
figure. But for a relatively small amount of money we could be
providing a water supply to the ﬁeop1e of ‘McCallum.
Mr. Speaker, this is an issue that ought not

to become a partisan matter. It is.not'a question of whether the
request of the people can generate some Votes for the government
in power or for another party. That is not the issue. Here is
a case of some basic human need which needs to be met and met fairily
soonsindeed it should have been met. The fact is it has not been
met. And I on behalf of the seventy-seven petitioners, and all of
the people of McCallum indeed, Mr. Speaker, would make an urgent
plea to the new minister and to the government.as a whole to see that
this need is met as sooﬁ as possible. There is still time indeed in
this particular calendar year, We are talking basically about a drill
rig going in there and doing the work that has to be doney it might

take a few days. I am not an éngineer; fortunately the present minister
‘ of the department is an engineer and perhaps he can give us some .
comment on :that particular aspect of this. But that aside, Mr.
Speaker, it is not an insurmountable problem. It is-one that could
be fairly easily attended to, A1l it requires is a{decisioﬁ in
_government to a11océte the money for the purpose, and I understand
that has not yet been done.
MR. SPEAKER: The hon. the Leader of the Opposition.:

MR. W. N. ROWE: Mr. Speakér, I take great pleasure in rising to
' suppért this petition. I too have visited McCallum on occasion,
most notably during the 1973 by-election when my hon. friend was
elected to the former district of Hermitage. And I remember well
then the residents.of the community telling me, te1]iﬂg us that a
commitment had been made for a water system for the community of
McCallum. What is that, five years ago now? My hon. friend is

about to celebrate his anniversary.
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MR. NEARY: Yes., Sir, we remember it well. \
MR. W. N. ROWE: w_e remember the by-e'lecti'on well, As a matter
of fact,that is the same by-e1ect1‘o»n where in the commgnity of

Seal Cove, a town -which holds the name Hickman so high that people

in fact call their children,
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MR. W. N. ROWE: A the first name, Hickman So -and-

50+ - HickmanvLovelace, for examplé. And the hon. the
Minister of Justice went down to campaign bearing that
august name -

AN HON. MEMBER: It is a Christian name.

MR. W. . ROVE: That is right - bearing that
name held in such high esteem on the South Coast  went
down and campaigned and succeded in reducing the vote to

nine, I know, from what?

MR. SIMMONS: Fifty-nine.
MR. W. HN. ROVE: Fifty-nine to nine as a result

of his visit, nine for the P.C. Party from fifty-nine in
the election a year or so before. So I would not sa& that
he is a worthy carrier of that august and esteemed name of

Hickman.

MR, HICKMAN: (Inaudible).

SOME HON. MEMBERS: . Oh, oh!

Mﬁ. SIMMONS: v Or town council.

MR. NEARY: That was my speech in the L.0.L.

Hall that did that.

¥R. W. ¥. ROWE: ‘That is right. Sir,. a little

bit of levity introduced into the support of the petition,
but it is a serious matter for tﬁe 200 people of ile éa;lwm
the fact that they do not in this day and age have.q safe
source of water for their families. It is an indictment
Sir, of the government and perhaps this House, that a
community in this day and age could be in such straits
- when it comes to something §o basic as a safe and sound
wgter system.

I suppoft wholehear;edly, Sir,

the prayer of the petition,and I do hope that this Fall

a start can be made and perhaps a finish arrived at in
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MR. . N. ROWE: getting a safe central water

system for the seventy-seven petitioners and the two hundred
residents of the small community of MacCallum on the

Southwest Coast.

MR. WHITE: Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. the member for
Lewisporte.
MR, VEITE: . Mr. Speaker, I would like to

rise to support ;he petition coming from the sevepty—seven
petitioners in the community of Mc Callum. And coming from
the district that Ivcome from and the area that I come from,
I know so well how badly water is needed in some of the rural
communities in Newfoundland. '

This week, Mr. Speaker, when-the
government was looking for support on its loan bill of
$150 million, I thought then that if they came in with another
loan bill for $50 million to spend on water services in this
Province, I would be the first ome to jump up and support
any piéce of legislation, particularly since water is such
a serioué problem in some of ‘the rural communities. I know
some of the members opposite who do not represent rural
seats just do not know how sefious the problem is, but 1t
is a serious one and something that we have to come to -
grips with. And I would like for the new minister to try
to zet the Department of Municipal Affairs in hand, to try
to straighten out the water serviées division in particular
that looks after so many of those small communities.
I have.never seen so much- confusion in my life in a division
of government as there 1s in the water services division,
particularly over the past year. The rules have been
changed in mid-stream three or four times, and I hope that B
the new minister now, M¥r. Speakerp will set about to make
the water services division of Municipal Affairs a workable

one since I think it could be a very worthwhile vehicle
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MR. WHITE: " in remedying the serious
water problems in some of the smaller unincorporated

comrunities in this Province.

- SOME HON. MEMBERS: ] Hear, hearf
MR, SPEAKER: The hon. the member for Fogo.
CAPT. E. WINSOR: Mr. Speaker, I rise to support

this petition because the problem that the people have in
Mc Callum is very similar to the problems of a great many
people, especially in Fogo district. And, Sir, there is
nothing as essential as a good source of drinking water.
And it 1s becoming very, very serious in many communities
around the Province. The same conditionsvexisc in many
parts of Fogo district as exist in Me Callum. People
during the Summer months have to go from one community to
the other to get water in trucks and sometimés in boéts.
And we have a system in one community where we have a water
systeﬁ in one part of the community and the other part of
the communify is without it,land that is at Musgrave Harbour,
where the govérnment héve not seen fit to complete a water
systen which was st;rted more than five or six years ago.
Consequently, ir. Speaker, one area of Musgrave Harbour

is living in the twentieth century and the other part of
the district is living back in the nineteenth century.

And this is a shameful éondition to have to live in in

this day and age.

. . So, Sir, I can understand well
the situation at ¥Mc Callum, We have on Fogo Island not ome
water system, not a water system at all on Fogo Island.

And it is-difficult to get the government to understand the
serious problems which lack of a good source of'wétpr

preéents.
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CAPTAIN WINSOR: So, Mr. Speaker, some'changes will
have to be made in government's policy to provide a good source
of drinking water. Bécause,~Sir, I am afraid that {f the
systems continue as they are, that some day we are going to

be faced Qith a very.serious epidemic, maybe typhoid fever

or what have you. But, Sir, unless something is done and' done

very soon this Provinée will be faced with a very serious

'epidemic. Now the- government can avoid that: by spending a

few dollars in each community to provide artesian wells,

Mr. Speaker, I was flabbergasted

. I
sometime a while ago when I heard that a water system in

.

Makkovik in Labrador would cost this Province $50 million.

$50 million to get a‘system in one small community of Labrador.

MR. FLIGHT: ) $50,000 per connection.
CAPTAIN WINSOR: Surely, Mf. Speaker, there is something

wrong with the thinking of the Departmént of Municipal Affairs

and Housing.

MR. FLIGHT: . $50,000 per houséhold.

CAPTAIN WINSOR: - | 355 million,

MR. FLIGHT: ] $50,000 per connection, per household.
CAPTAIN WINSOR: _ Sorry if I exaggerated a little. But

even with the $5 million ~

MR. W. ROWE: The good old days are coming back.
CAPTAIN WINSOR: It is a shameful amount of momey. It

is a shameful amount of money to have to spend in such a small
community as Makkovik.
So, Mr. Speaker, I support that

petition and I hope the government will come up with some kind of

programme to supply many of the badly needed areas of the communities

and of this Province with a good source of drinking water.
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MR. SPEAKRER: The hon. member for Bellevue.
MR. CALLAN: Mr. Speaker, I cannot constrain

' myself from getting up -when I hear a petition regarding roads

or water or. sewer ﬁﬁen'it is presented because I ﬁave presented

dozens of petitions on the same topiés from my own district.

But before the minister gets up, Mr. Speaker, I wanted to have a’

word to say in support of this ﬁetition frﬁm the Seventy-Seven
- Sunget Strip.

Mr. Speaker, it seems to me, and it

was only last night that I had two phones from two communities

in my district about the same thing, artesian wells that were
drilled three years ago that have not yet been cohnected up.
Money was allocated last yeér and the year before but was never
spent. There seems to be something awfully wrong in the Water
Services Division of the Depaftmen: of Municipal Affairs and
Housing. I do not know what it 1s. I hope that the new minister
will take a long hérd look at the Water Services Division and

see what can be done for unincorporated areas, espécially'
unincorporated areas where you have pockets of familfes. nine,
ten, fifteen familieso  andall they want « théy do not Qant a
$1 million water and sewer system - all they want is a few
thousand dollars, probably $10,000, perhaps as high as $20,000

to get an artesian well drilled and then of course the distribution
iines for which they are quite happy to pay some of the cost. I
have not met anybody yet who said the new restriction imposed last
year, or this Spring, py the Department of Municipal Affairs and
Housing was wrong, that each family was expected to pay $100 towards
the cost. Nobody that I have met, that I haye talked to, has
complained about that. They said, "Sure, it ié only fair and it is

only right that we should help ourselves. If the government is going
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MR, CALLAN: to help us then we help ourselves
by throwing in some 6f our own money."

. Nobody argues against that. But it
is the ‘slowness with wﬁich things get done. It drags on fer
two and three years. You knowyit remiunds me of trying to,
it 13 similar to trying to get a piece of Crown land processed;
itv:akeé two  and three years and yéqvgo and check on it and
1t has not moved off somebody else's desk. Mr. Speaker, I hope
that the new minister will take a look at the Water Services
Division, you know, and try to realign it and if extra staff is
necessary add the extra staff so that 1if SlS,ObO or $5,0060 is
allocacéd to hook up an artesian well that was drilled prior to
the election of 'ZSv which happened iﬁ Dildo, it 1is still there,
not a thing hooked up to it and a school tggcher from bildo
spent an hour on the phone yesterday afternoon talking to somebody
in the WaterVSeryiées Divisioua. What a phone bill. One hour oﬁ
a long distance call from Dilde to St, Johm's.

" There is something terribly wrong,

Mr, Speaker, and I hope that'ché new minister will take a look at
it. It is,happeniné all over the Province. 1 support the petition.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!
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ORAL __QUESTIONS

MR, SPEAKER:- Hon. Leader of the Opposition.

1'P. W.ROWE: - Mr. Speaker, I have a question to direct
to the leader ;f the government, the Premier,concerning the upcoming
signing of an agreément to form a corporation to develop.or at least

to.deal with the problem of developing the Lower Churchill. A federal-

- provincial corporation consisting of,I would assume,roughly even

representatives from both jurisdictions. Would the Premier indicate

to the House - he does not have to go into any detail, I am not asking

him at this point to divulge details of what the agreement may contain

"although perhaps he should before signing-but what I would like to know

isegenerallyswhat powers this corporation is intended to have? Are they

powers to bind this government to sales contracts,perhaps, marketing

arrangements, a financial deal, say,the raising of $2.5 billion for

example, will this cbrporatipn have the p;wet to bind this Province

with regard to that kind of a contract or that kind of agreement or

is it a corporation being set upyas I understood it originally,to

study the feasibility of developing the Lower Churchill, the options

available as far as development is concerned, the various alternatives

with regard to transmission, marketing, financial arrangements and so on?
Yould the Premier at least explain to the louse or at least give

some information to the House on this dichotomy, either the pover to

bind this Province or merely to study.or to enquire into the feasibility

of the various matters which I mentioned?

IfR. SPEAKER: : The hon.’ Premier.

P REMTER MObRES: . Mr. Speaker, the signing of the agreement

to form the Lower Chufchill Development Corporation will be of major.

significence to the Province, there is no question about that whatsoever.

JJith the federal and provincial involvement I think it would be very
unfair for me to stand ﬁp when negotiations are still goirg on and
the agreement likely to be signed within a few days, it would be very

wrong for me to divulge the total content of that without having at
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least advised our colleagues in

Cttawa as to exactly, they also being part of it because they are
obviously part'of the corporation. But the one thing I can assure
the House is that we will have an opportunity to have full debate
hopefully when we open after the fourth on this particular subject.
I would like to think as well - well T know that what is in that
agreement with the federal government in order to establish a

- corporation is one that will absolutely look after the interests of
this Province whether it be in the field of sales, whether it be
in the field of local preference, whether it be in the field of what
have you, The fact is that,yes,the Province 's pesition and the
Proviﬁcé's wellbeing was first and foremost all through the

negotiations that we have had.

YR, Y.ROWE: A supplementary.
}F.. SPTAKER: A supplementary.
MR.W.ROVWE: . Perhaps I did not make myself too clear,

Sir. At this point I am not asking the Premier té divulge details or
even the terms of the agreement, Whatl am trying to zero in on is
whether this corporation will have the power to bind this Province in
perhaps an irrevocable fashion when it comes to financial arrangements,
marketing arrangerents and‘transmission arrangements on the Lover
Churchill power,or whether we are getting into a positon where it is
goingAto'have preliminary studies done or maybe even final studies
done on various options or alternatives effecting or concerning these
matters which I have mentioned but without this Prbvince necessarily
being finaliy or irrevocably bound to anything. ¥ow by way of just
an explanation of my ﬁuestion, the distinction between tﬂe two is
all-important bécause there is ho point in us here in this House
‘debating terms of an agreement if in fact the powers have already’
heen given and the corporation has the power to bind this Province

in a way which may'not necessarily accord.wifh our ideas or the ideas

of many members of this House,or in fact the general public as to
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YRUULROVE: - how the Labracor resources should

»be developed. Can the Premier give,usban idea about that? Whether
it is going to be studied or 1is tlere going to be a power to bind

this Province in some kind of an irrevocable or final fashion?

SOME HON. MEMEERS: ' ‘Hear, hear"
| MR._NEARY: : : A good question.

MR. SPEAKER: : The hon. Premier.

gggglER,HOORES: I can only say, Mr. Speaker, Fhat ’

the corporation obviously has to have an update of the development

costs of the various projects in Labrador. They have to have an

update of the study of what sales options today are available to the
Province;' that I think goes without saying, but the one thing that
I can say is that the Province is fully protected. " When you are asking

are we bound by the agreement, the
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Premier Moores:

agreement I think when it is divulged will éhpw that the Province is
the one entity in that agreement that is totally protected and.

has total flexibility within. Not quite as much as my good friend
Mr. Jamieson said about Dree when he was asked originally, Mr.
Speaker, it is not'multi-d{mentiona1 with extreme flexibility' but

it does have extreme f]exibiiity as far as the Province i; concerned.
MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. member for-LaPoile followed by the
hon. member fdr Burgeo-Bay d'Espoir.

MR.NEARY: Mr. Speaker, my.question, Sir, is to the

head of the administration, the hon. the Premier, and it has to do
with the Newfoundland railway. The hon. gentleman knows,and members
of the House know.there is a-very great feeling of uneasiness and
insecurity amongst railway workers and freight handlers in this
Province. And I want to know now, because the government's position
seems to be rather hazy on this subject, have the government done
anything to save the Newfoundland railway other than to send a symbolic
telegram to Mr. Lang, the Federal Minister of Transport?

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. the Premier.

PREMIER MOORES: Yes, Mr. Speaker, we have. And the Minister

of Intergovernmental Affairs can comment more fully on it at the moment.

We had a meeting with Mr. Lang on this when we were in Ottawa last
on the Constitutional Conference on this subject. OQur position is
not hazy at all. It is one of a very firm position regarding the
railway. And even with that and with the undertakiﬁg hy the federal
government that they will support that -position, the fact is they
have cut back on some of the expenditures for maintenance and 0 on

" this year, which is not a happy situation at all. I do not mean

to use this with any levity, but I know that after the

‘First Ministers' Conference on the constitution they had a meeting of

Intergovérnmenta] Affairs heads and Ministers of Justice of which
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Premier Moorés:' Mr. Lang asked that the thingvhe wanted to carry
on his next meeting was a very quiet place that they could make sure
that they could not be interrupted by the press and that they could
really get down to the issues at hand in Canada, and where our
Miniéter df Intergovernmental Af%airs suggested that any CN station
in the Province cou]d'possibly suit that particuiar location.

. But the fact is no4it is not a dead issue with . - ]
ﬁs, it is far from it. And if the Minister of Intergovernmental - -7

Affairs wpu]d'Iike to comment further on it because I know he has

ongoing discussions on it.

MR. NEARY: Well a supplementary question, Mr. Speaker,
MR. SPEAKER: A supplementary. )
‘MR. NEARY: © 1 will put my supplementary to the Minister

of Transportation and Communications and ask the minister what follow-up
AN HON. MEMBER: The hon. Minister of Intergovernmental Affairs.
MR. NEARY: --or Intergovernmental Affairs. Transportation
and Communications '
AN _HON. 'MEMBER: No.
MR. NEARY: No, oh I see.
Well‘what follow-up if anything have'the
~government done to improve, to make recommendations to improve or
modernize the Newfoundland railway. And have the government taken
any steps to try and persuade the business coﬁmunity in this Province
to shift some of its freight back on rail? And havé the government
taken any steps to protect. the Trans-Canada Highway from these
' .monéters, these tractor trailers that are coming down the highway,
ltearing up the highway and guzzling Qp the fuel in this energy-hungry
world that we live in todéy?
MR. SPEAKER: The hon. Minister of Intergovernmental Affairs.
MR. DOODY: " Mr. Speaker, our position has. been one that has not
equivocated at all in this aréa. Our re;ponse to the Government of
Canada,who -are really the peob]e who must take responsibility for

this, and there has been an awful Tot of hiding and hedging behind
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Mr. Doody: CN, and these are the people who have been held

responsible for the downgrading of the service in the Province and
for all the various aliments and i11s that have sprung from it
in terms of the deterioration of the }ai1way and in terms of the |
wear and tear on the Trans-Canadé Highway.

It is really not.a CN decision at-all. The
CN is a Cfown corporation who-are cdmpletely at the mercy and at the
orders and at the will of the federal government and of the minister : -
responsible. And a simple directive from the minister responsible
should have the .result of making CN abide by the decision of the
people of Canada. However,that has not been the case.

. At the-press.conference which my hon. friend
attended down at Hotel Newfoundland, I think . the minister responsible,
the federal minister responsibie at that time had a véry serious, and
it appeared to me a sincere statement of the policy and of the
conviction of the Government of Canada that the service in Newfoundland,
the CN service of Newfoundland would not be curtailed, it woﬁ]d'not be
downgraded; that there would not be layoffs, that thé people involved
would have at least as long as the second installment of the Sullivan
Commission Qas published and made available before they could expect any
deterjoration in either their 1ifestyle or the service itself.
Unfortunate]y that has not been the case.As the hon. member knows,
there have been several hundred pedple affected really by a curtai]ment‘,

in train service7 trains
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“R. BOODY:
have heen discontinuad, sarvice has been discontinued. The most
recent news has teen that the budget for Cii's regulér maintenance
has beén cut by at least a quertefgxmybe as much as a haif and
it is Aifficult to get to the exact numbers. We have been continuingly
and consistently sendiqg telegrams, telexes and letters objecting
to all of this. We keep getting replies back from the winistry
respon;ible to the effect that at éhe earliest opnortuntity your
complaints will be brought to tée attentions of the minister and
please feel assured that we aware of the‘prbblems that you have in e
this particular regard. It is~ the most unfortumate situation,
it is one that we have véry little control over, it.is one that we
absolutely refuse tolgive up fighting for. We have:absolutely no
intention of trading the substance for the shadow. It'happened a
fav years ago when regretably~a previous administration
traded off the rall passenger servicé for what was purported to be
a very adequate and reasonable road traffic service and we ended up
with this rather disgusting, insulting,third class bus service that
now purports to be Via Rail's’answer to the transportation problems
passenger-wise in thg Province of liewfoundland.

I can assure vou, Sir, and the people
of this Trovince that this governmment has absolutely no intention
of going along with that same sort of cheap trade off. This Province .
is entitled to a first class road serQice and a first class railroad
service and we feel as representatives of the people of this Prévince

-

that we can settle for nothing less.

.

SOME 0N, MIMBERS: | Year, hear! .
MR. S. WEARY: A sunplementary.

A supplementary. :
T, S. GTARY: ' . A quicl supplementary to the ninister,
2ir. As an indication of the govermrent's sincerity and*the ministet's . =
sincerity in vhat he just said,would the riristar sénd an official

of his denartwent to a public meeting in Tort aux Rasaues in the Lion's
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TR. S.NEARY: : Den at S:OC'P}ﬂ. on Kovem%er 27th.
to attend a meeting in connection with setting up a committee to

try to save.éhe railvay in this Province,and then another meeting
on the 20th. in Corner Brook? 3Both meecings will be attended

by the Executive Director of Tramspor: 2000 which is a national bHodv
that are interested in saving the railway ac?oss Canada. Wi}l the
minister send an official of his department to attend both of these

meetings P

¥T. SPEAKER: ' Hon. minister.
*M. DCORY: Well, Mr. Speaker, I certainly have

no hesitation 1in saying that representatives of the various departments
of government that are in involQed wiln this particular situation

will be most willing, most anxious to make an érpearance at any of

these meetings that are set upybut I am afraid that the hon. member
will have to make his schedule conform witﬁ the schedule of gnvarnment
rather than vice versa. I realize that the hor. member has more
flexibility,he has more free time and perhaps it is easier for him

to arrange a schedule than it is for me. Off the top of my head,I
weuld find it very difficult to make a committmenf on the exact

date.As to the purpose and as to the intent,l think that this particular
party and this particular government has heen on record for quite

a long while as ragards to the future of 7 and of the Yarine Serviees
and of the O rail and of the road :ranspor:ation system in the Frevince
of dewfoundland. As a matter of actual fact it *af not so long age.
Gir, that we signed a three year rvoad agreement Trans--Tanada road
upgrading agreement with the Covernment of Canada through the courtesy

of the hon. Otto Lang and in that particular agresment it vas under-
taken that with -
A point of order.

A point of order has come up.

To my cuestionsgthe. minister, Sir, is off
the subject. “y question was wvill the government send = representative
te this meeting A simple ves or no answver,that is all I want fron the

mindster 48 an indication of the . sincerity of the governuent.

12730



Yiovember 21, 1772 Tape 5274 ™o~ 3

Order, please!

On the point of.order,obviously
there is nothing on which the Chair cén make a decision.

Bon. minister.

- That was my point, Sir, I 4id not

realize that there was a point. Obviously the -officials cf the
Tepartment of Intergovernmental Affairs and of Iﬁdustrial Development
are available at any time‘within the peremeters of their dutie;. I
cannot really commit a meeting in the Lion's Den, or whatever sort

of dens the hon. gentleman frequents at any given particular time
or place.l hgve some responsibilities to the people in the departments
which I represent.l cannot send them ~into the Lion's Nen at notice
like this.v But I am certainly only too happy to arrange all the meetings
that are necessary to be arranged.As a matter of fact I have implored
and have begged the finister of Transport in Odttava,Mr. L ngyto try
to arrange a meeting with the unions involved, I have gone to thenm

on their behalf and I have said}lr. Lang,there are hundreds of people

~in the Province of Newfoundland who do not know where their jobs are

coming from next vear,ill vyou please take ten ninutes out of your
schedule tc meet with them?' Aad he said, 'Why does not somebcdy bring
that to my attention?' Yow, great heavens here on earth,he is the

Minister of Tranport.
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MR. DOODY: If the Minister of Transport in Canada.
does not realize the fact that the people in Newfoundland are
" concerned about the CN it is time for his colleagues.to really

have a chat with him, if indeed they can get through to him. .

MR. SPEARER: ' The hon. member for Windsor-Buchans. -
MR. FLIGHT: Mr. Speaker, my question 1s to the

Minister of Mines and Energy, Sir, and I would appreciate a short
preamble. As the minister is aware and the House is aware,
Badger the year before last went through a disastrous flooding
situacion. AndSir, it is a fact that responsible and knowledgeable
people now in the Central Néewfoundland area are aware and feel that
. conditions in that river right now, and I will point out the conditions
in a second, are ripe. for another flood in Badger, A very low
river condition where Price (Nfld.) drained Red Indiaﬁ Lake this
Summer and now cangot get the water to maintain a decent watef
level, very low water conditions that with the kind of weather
we are getting, you woﬁl@ get ; very quick icing over of the
river and possibly a ffeezing to the bottom because there is
actually no water left in the river. And the risk is compounded
further by the fact that Price (Nfld.) left apptaximately 20,000
cords of wood in Exploits River above Badger. The fear is that
if we.start getting an icing condition below Badger snd that wood
starts to move you could have another disastrous flood. And
my question to the minister is that, to this point, and he
has been informed of the danger out there, to thig point has
the minister had his officials or his department determined
whether or not chete‘is indeed a real conée?n that the
cond;tions are there that could bring about a return of the V . ";,
- kird of flooding we saw in Badger last year?

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. Minister of Mines and Energy. o
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MR. fECKFORD: ’ I. checked on it this morning
at eleven o'clock, Mr. Speaker, with one ;f the engineers
in the'Départﬁent of Mines and.Energy, who was the person
designated last year by me to look after that ptoblem'and to
ensure that the gauges were in the right places and that
the proper measurements were done and to do various studies
on the ice flawa and the amount of ice and all the rest of
it, the amodnt of wood in the river, in consultation with the
Department of the Environment, and I was speaking to -him
again this morning and we are going to ensure that that
situation is monitored again this Winter.

He did not tell me thought that they
did not receive the same serfousness as the hon. member has

,Just indicated in his preamble.

MR, FLIGHT:  And the town council.
MR. PECKFORD: And the town council also in a letter

to me just recently, And as a result of the letter from the town
.council, this 'is why I had the meeting this morning, I will as

a result of the hon. member's further query in addition to

that of ;he town council, go back to the gentleman tomorrow
morning, further insist that he go out and take a look at it

to see first hand.

We are hoping this year,because ’
there are people in the Department of the Environment who are
more knowledgeable than our petroleum geologists,for example,
or ordinary geologists.,into this matter to take this lead this
year rather than the Department of Mines and Energy. Buﬁ we
intend to keep involved as well and to also involve Newfoundland
Hdyro into water floﬁs and so on because they have someAexpertise
there.

But I can assure the hon. member that

all steps will be taken through the Department of Mines and Energy,
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MR. PECKFORD: . the Department of the Environment
and Newfoundland and Labrador Hydro to protect and to do what
we can to ensure that the kind of crisis that happened in

Badger a couple of years ago does not recur.

MR. FLIGHT: A supplementary, Mr. Speaker.
MR. SPEAKER: . A supplementary.
MR. FLICGHT: Mr. Speaker, as a result of the

flooding in Badger two years ago .there. were tecgmmendations
made. to Cabinet, to government, of things that could be
done immédi;tely following the flaods that would protect or
defend Badgér against that kind of flooding. Now nothing has
been done, Mr. Sﬁeéker, that may have been éguges‘ —i
at least the people in Badger cannot perceive anything has been
done, this includes the town council, that would have the
effect of offgetting that kind of flooding.

. So I would ask the minister that}*
And it is a fact, Mr. Speaker, whatever the engineers that the
minister refers to, come up with, it is a fact that
the ideal conditions exist in that river now to cause flooding.
Now I want thg minister to tell the House just what the
government has determined,as a result of this past two years
having had time to consider this situation, what.they propose
to do in the event we.do start getting a build up of ice in
Badger and in the event we start getting flooding? What have
they got in place as a result of the lesson they learmed two
years ago? -

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. Minister of Mines and.Energy.

YR. PECKFORD: Mr. Speaker, I do not know where the

hon. member gets his {nformation. ‘I am trying to be reasonable
on a very important matter.’ The letter that we received from
‘the Town Council of Badger requasted, as I remember, that

we institute the same measures tnat we instituted in previous years.

Now obviously if they are asking to
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MR. PECKFORD: institute the same measures this year -

MR. FLIGHT: V What measures?
" MR. PECKFORD: : ~ as we instituted last year, there must

be some measures -

MR. FLIGHT: Vhat measures? What measures?

MR. PECKFORD: ) - that we instituted last year.
MR. SPEAKER: Order, please!
MR. PECKFORD: And for the hon. member to indicate

that he knows of nothing that we have done out in Badger just

shows his ignorance of the district.

MR, FLIGHT: ) A futthgr supplementary, Mr. Speaker.
- MR. SPEAKER: A final supplementar};.
MR. FLIGHT: This question, Mr. Speaker, s

on the same subject,I want to refer to the Minister of Forestry,

and I want
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MR. FLIGHT: : ‘to ask the Minister of Forestry
if he is prepared to tell the House why it 1s and how it

is that a company like Price. (Nfld.) can leave 20,000
upwards - I have heard figures of 40,000 but 20,000 is
confirmed - in the Exploigs River'below Red Indian Lake.
‘Now it is bad enough with thousands of cords of logs
floating around Red Indian Lake, but this year, ‘the first
year'yet, we have Z0,00Q corés of wood left “in the river
that will not be delivered to the mill, and that wood is
causing a grave concern to the people of Badger in the

event it would move and come down into an ice jam, something

there was no way to deal with. How is it that the minister -

number one, is the Department of Forestry aware that .

Price is doing that kind of thing, and how is it that they
were preparéd to go aloné with Price leaving 20,0C0 cords

of wood in the Exploits River between Badger and Red Indian
Lake? .

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. the Minister of Forestry

and Agriculture.

MR; MAYNARD: Y Well, I see it did not take very
'1ong for the member to get after Price again. He is back
onlhis usual track.

I am not aware why the Department
of the Environment is allowihg Price to leave wood .in the
Exploits River. I am also ﬁot aware of how much damage ft
is going -to cause. 1 assume that he 1s talking again.about
the Badger situation, but I have no idea what damage it is
going to cause.with regard to Badger and any possible
flooding. And there is no law that I am Awafe of that
Price is breaking. I am sure if they are that the Department
of the Environment will take appropriate action.

MR. SPEAKER: ’ I have indicated I wiil recognize

the hon. the member for Burgeo - Bay d-Espoir (¥r. Simmons)
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MR. SPEAXER: followed by the hon. the
member for Baie Verte - White Bay (Mr. Rideout) and

the member for St. John's West (Dr. Kitchen).

§§4?§£§§gﬁg: ’ : Mf. Speaker, I have a duestion
for the HMinister of Finan;e.

I make reference first of all
to the provisionsvunder Tern 29 of the Terms of Union by
whichyafter thé recommendation éf the Commission back in
1958, I believe, it was agreed by the federal government
that there would be an annual deficiency payment of the
order of $8 million to heip us to maincain'a standard of
services_commensurate with those obtaining in the Atlantic
Provinces without having to resort to more burdensome
taxation measures.

low, Mr. Speaker, that figure
was arrived at in 1958,and presumably in terms of 1958

dollars,
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MR. SIMMONS: Inflation alone has meant
that in terms of 1975 dollars we are not getting nearly
the amount that was iﬂtended by the recommendagion or
by the government of éhat Q;me, 1958. And I am wondering
in the light of that 1f the government here, the provincial
gzovernment, have sought to have negotiations reopened with
the federal government on the point.
MR. HICKMAN: Budget Speech.
MR. SIMMONS: . Yes, I say to the minister I am
aware of his refefence in thq Budget Speech, but the reference
includes no indication that this government have been talking
to the federal government on the.péint. Indeed,the paragraph
would indicate that such dialogue has not taken place.
I am asking the minister now if -there has been any raquest
to the federal government to reopen negotiations on this
point with a view to having the deficiency'paym;nt paid
in terms of 1978 dollarsswhich I understand would be of the
order of $35 million to $37 million in 1973 dollars?
MR._ SPEAKER: - The hon. the Minister of Finance.
MR. HICKMAN: ' ' Mr. Speaker, in the Budget Speech,
on page twelve,.I indiéated thét in going through the
budgetary process, government had reflected on Term 29 and
the award of $3 million in perpetuify as a revenue deficlency
payment, and pointed out in particular that at that time
in 1958 when this was laid down, it constituted lS'per cent
of our current account revenues.

The fact is that during the
budgetary process, meetings were held in the nation's
capital at the ministerial level and at the Prime Mipister's
and the Premier's level, when the Premier and the then .
Minister of Finance, now the honl the Minister of -
Intergovernmental Affairs, set forth as strongly as we felt
we could, ‘our arguments, agd our arguments were, i think,

.very well founded, namely,that the purpose behind Term 29
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MR. HICKMAN: - ' ‘ was to assist Newfoundiand in maintaining
services, public servi;es,comparable to that of the Maritime Provinces,
and becguse it was ag impdssible then as it iéinow to predict with any
degree of certainty the escalation in costs, would they be prepared

to reopen it? We talked of various avenues. Ore was vari;us approacheé
. and one was indexing and before the»budget was brought down we were
advised that that avenue was not open to us from the Government of
Canada's point of view and there it now stands. I quite .frankly do
‘not believe that.we will have any more success if during this year's
budgetary process we decide to go back again to the Covernment of
Canada and ask for further consideration. I cannot think of any
approach that would be any stronger than the one we used before,

It was,I‘repeat,at the First Minigcerg1 level in either January

or February of this year and the answer was é definitive no and we

then had to come back and try to find other ways of facing the
horrendous task of continuing with a balanced budget for this Province

which is very essential.

1. STIMIONS: A supplementary, lMr. Speaker.
¥R. SPEAKER: A supplementary.
MR. SIMMONS: Mr. Speakex, a supplementary for the

minister or for'the Premier. The case.here is very particular, it
is not a case that any other province can mount, a very particular
term of union applying to one Province and one only. It is clear,
if one would read the provision in the term,that the intent of the
term is no longer being met,and I believe that is the overriding
argumentgthat the fovernment of Canada undertook to assist us
financially fo maintain a certain standard. I believe the nature of
our taxation, the Ligh tares we have,is due qﬁite largely Iam §ﬁre
to the failure of this term to do what it intended to do back in
1949‘and cerfainly after 1958. !y supplementary, !'r. Speaker, 'is
would the Premier undertake a further special initiative at the
conference next week, the Economic Confe?encejon this very point

and 1 am sure that if he needs a unanimous resolution I cannot speak for
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'R._SDYONS: 4 ‘ all the House but I think it is the

Qind of matter that we would speak with unanimity on-and I would

he preparea to move such a resoiution,as I aﬁ sure any member of this
House wouldyto give the government whatever additicnal mandate it
requires from this House to request, strongly urge the federal government
to reoﬁen the negotiations on this particular point. For me it is-a
very sore one and I do not believe the term is being met at all, the
 intenf of the term is being metgyand I would ask the Premier if he
would be prepared to mount another spécial initiative hext week at

the Zconomic CGonference of First Ministers with a view tb having this
term reregotiated and obviously with a view to returning more money '
to the Treasury to help us maintain that standard of service which

the term intended we be able to da anyway in the first place?

¥R. SPEAKER: ihe hon. Premier.

PREMIER MOCRES: Mr. Speaker,- to answer the hon. member's
guestion,it is a subjectAthat has been brought up on several occasions,
not just once;.on several occasions , It is not one that the federal
government otviously wants to reop;n. The revenue that is coming in
now, I think it is fifteen per cent.—

ME._DOCDY: ' No,it was fifteen per cent.

PPEYIER MOGRES: It was fif;een per cent when it was

done in 1958.

AN HON.MEMBIR: It is now less than one.

PREMIEE_:QQEEg: Now it 1s less than one per cent,which
is totally against the principle of why it was set up in the first place,
and which is really irrelevant on the income of the Province now when
one looks at the overall tax base and different sources of funds.

A I had planned to bring it up at the
Economic_ﬁonference anyway because I am introducing the paper at the
E;onomic Conference on Regional Development and this is an example of
how undertakings by a Central Government can sometimes be shelved
and the ohligation of the intent of that cormitment not being lived up

te. I think i1t is not cnly the commitments that are made at times
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PREMIER MCORES:
like that that are important, It is aléo the spirit in which they are
. made and the priorities of the regional areas of Canada that have
to be attacked.
Now in this Province as we know it
is very costly Eovprovide servicés, it . is mucﬁ more costly to provide

shem here than it is . in the other
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Premier Moores: - Maritime Provinces even. That,I would
suggestywas part of the reason why the fede?al govermment felt an
extra reason, if you like, to develop Term 29, and to have that
fund here until our own resources were developed. That situation
has not happened. It is not because of lack of communicatfon.

It is one that the federal government do not have to, if they{do
not want to, they had commissioned the report that that was the
figure, and I suppose theoretically they could stick with it.

But certainly in the spirit of what was meant that Term 29 hag not

ORDERS OF THE DAY

MR. HICKMAN: Motion 25, Bill No. 74, that i§ the adjorned

debate on second reading.

MR. SPEAKER: Is it Order 25?
MR. HICKMAN: Order 25 right.
'MR. SPEAKER: Or Motion 25?
" MR. HICKMAN: No, no Order 25.
"MR. SPEAKER: : 'Order 25, the adjourned debate on Bill No. 74.
MR. NEARY: Could we have guidance from the Table on who

adjourned the debate, please?

MR. SPEAKER: Right. If the Table will inform me, I will

inform the members.
I am informed that the hon. member for LaPoile
adjourned -the dabate. .

MR. NEARY: Well, Mr. Speaker, I do not want to continue

very long with my few remarks, I just want to say, reiterate what I

said before, that there are other facilities in Newfoundland that should
get the same attention as the Summer Game facilities in St. John's

and' I am thinking priﬁari]y about the swimming pool in Channel-fort aux -
Basques, and the swimming pool in Stephenville,where my hon. friend
represents the district of StéphenviI]e, which has been closed down, =

I believe, for five or six years, four or five years, three years it is

.closed down. Thé'Kinsmen in Channel- Port aux Basques have been
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Mr. Neary: struggling with a swimming pool for that community

for the Southwest corner of the Province now for four or five or

six years, -
AN _HON. MEMBER: And -in Grand Bank too.
MR. NEARY: - and in Grand Bank you have the same thing.

We are not objecting, Sir, to St. John's having thése bosh, luxurious
‘facilities, and we wish them:well. But we think, Sir, if there is
going to be a policy,the policy should apply to the whole Province -
and not just to St. John's. _ |

And the other complaint that I had, if you.
can cél] it.a'complaint:at the time, Sir, was the fact that the Cjty of
St. John's will only be participating, I believe, to the tune of
25 per cent of the cost of operating the Aquarena, the hangover of
the Summer Games. And, Mr. Speaker, while they are only contributing
one-quarter of the cost they are down there squandering money right,left,
and centre on parking garages. They are giving the Crosbies tax
exémptions for the building they are going to rent to the government
down there, Mr. John Crosbie; John {rosbie's companies getting a
$2 million a year tax exemption from the City of St. John's and
asking the taxpayers of Newfoundland to support the Summer Games
facilities. There is something not right about that, Mr. Speaker.
They-are having a big investigation into the parking garage. That
" will be another 'subject that we will bring up when the House goes
back into session again.’ ‘
AN HON. MEMBER:  What has that got to do-with John Crosbie?
MR. ‘NEARY:" What has it got to do with John Crosbie?
John Crosbie is one of the owners of the companies I am talKing

about. That is what it has to do with him. _ ' o

AN_HON. MEMBER: Do you know that?
MR. NEARY: Do I know it?" Does the hon. gentleman know

it? ' ) -
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MR. NEARY: Well, Mr. Speaker, these are the arguments

that I have to put forward. Sir, if there is going to be a policy:

then it should be-a policy for the whole Province, and not just single

out St. John's and give St. John's the preferential treatment. And .

I hope, Sir, that the Aquarena wf]] be a success. I have two young

daughters who go over there in tompetitivé swimming and synchronized

swimming and they enjoy it and the facilities are wonderful, they are

great, they are good, they are the best in the Province, probably the -

best in Eastern Canada, And they can get
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MR. MEARY: get up and tell ué we are
unpatriotic and we do not go along with taking the

Summer Games facilities. I could glve the Yinister of
Justice and Finance a good argument on that but I will
not. If we are going to do 1it, let us do it for the whole
Province. Let us do it for Port aux Basques, let us do
it for Stephenville and let us do it for Grand Bank and
not just give St. John's the pfeferentialvtreatment.

And that is the main argument and bone of contention with
this bill. We are not objecting to the Summer CGames

facilities opening up -

MR. W. ¥. ROWE: No, we are not.

MR. HEARY: ' - as long as the Aquarena and

the Summer Games facilities benefit the ordinary people
and not just the elite of this city. And T have talked

to the people who are operating it over there, with whom

I am rather impressed, because they seem to be‘thinking
aléng the same lines, that the ordinary person must
participate. And so far, I believe, there is a high degree
of participation in the Aquarena; which is a good thing,
but I am afréid, éir - and we do not know what the deficit
is going to be yet; the deficit is going to be substantial,
I would thiﬁk, anywhere from $309,000 to $500.000. 1If the
Minister of Finance can get away with $500,000 he will be
lucky. But d; not make ig a facility for the well-to-do,
for the snobs and the aristocrats and the elite of the
city. And believe me, Mr. Speaker,.that that can sometimes
be done innocently, because, Sir, you take competitive
swimming, synchronized swiming: it costs a small fortune
to put a cpuple of kids in synchréntzed swimming. The
ordinary person cannot afford it. You may have sons and
daughters in families in this city who are drawing

unemployment insurance, welfare, low income, medium income

and sometimes upper income who cannot afford to put their

daughters into these programmes tecause they cost too much.
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MR. MEARY: ~And the travelling expenses
are horrendous. _And so, Sir, innoéently, ‘not
deliberately, it suddenly becomes a facility for the
elite. V

Now, I do not know how to cope
with that. I do not think the public Treasury can stand
financing all these piogrammes. I know they are having a
swimathon over there now and they are trying to raise some
funds to be contribqted towards the travelling and towards
the expenses of people who have to go outside the Province
and other parts of the Province.

But these are some of the points
I raise, Sir. They are very‘valid points. And the one
that I am more concerned about than anything else and the
one that-I would like to rivet home to the administration
is the fact that by opening these facilities, by setting
up this commis;ion and by doing ali the other things they
are doing with the Summer Cames facilities they are
discriminating, whether Ehey know it or not. against the
other parts of Newfoundland. Buchans, where you have the

mine closing -

AM HON. MEMBER: - That is right. -
{R. NEARY: ~ is being discriminated against;

Port aux Basques, where you have the Kinsmen struggling for

five or six years to get a swimming pool - notvopen yet,

by the way, no indication of when it is going to open;
Stephenville, shut down for three years - beautiful recreation
facilities left behind, I believe, by the Americans,
everything shut down, gfinding to a halt; stadiums in the

Province clinging on by their fingernails trying to keep

" going to provide hocﬁey and skating and roller skating.

MR. J. CARTER: They do not pay, you know that.
MR. MEARY: Who do not pay?

HR. J. CARTER: Stadiums.
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MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, that is exactly
the p;int I am making. 'The Aquarena 15 not going to pay.
The Aquarena is going to be subsidized and we do not know
how much yet, we have not been told, I would suspect to

the tune of $500,600 or more, plus the fact that this
.government that the hon. gentleﬁan is supporting 1s goiug
to wipe out the deficit from the Summer Games on top of
that. And what I am saying is that the government is not -
doing the same as far as stadidms,‘rehreatién facilities,

swimming pools in other parts of the Province are concerned.

A

SOME HON., MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

MR. NEARY: Now is the hon. member going to
sit there and support that kind of a government, who will
make a policy for St. John's and discriminate against the

- rest of Newfoundland and Labrador?

MR. J. CARTER: Will the hon. member give
way ?
MR, NEARY: : YeS, Sir, I will give way.

I have made my point, Sir.

MR. J. CARTER: You are finished?
MR. NEARY: _ No, I am just going to yield
for the gentleman to ask a question. Sure. If the hon.

gentleman wants to ask a questibn, sure, go ahead.
MR. J. CARTER: Mr. Speaker, does the hon. .
gentleman realize that the stadfums outside of town have

not taken advantage of a great many money saving
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MR. J. CARTER: meghods that are available to such
large plants?Fbr instance, and this is oniy one, -I will only
take the time of the House to illustrate one example: A
stadium has a large freezing plant. It is not used all the
vear round, and.this plant could be used to supply cold storage
fécili;ies at the same time as it provides an ice éurface. A
cold 5totage-facili£y-does not use a great.degl of power once
whatever is stored in it is safely salted down and this could
provide anAauxilia:y uge for such stédiums.

Another use that can be used stadiums
is to promote cerﬁain public gatherings. I am told that
some of these entertainers that come down here need such large
facilitieé in order to make their visit worthwhile. And I
understand that there is some difficulty in gettigg these
facilities for these people.

' I do ﬁoc éhink you can possibly make

a stadium pay just by having it for skating and for hockey,but
by thinking'of.qthet uses for these buildings perhaps you can
make them pay.
MR. :NEARY: Mr. Speaker, I appreciate the hon.
gentleman's question, Sir, but ; never heard such foolish nonsense
in my life. I would like for the hon, gentleman to go out and
become manager of one of éhese stadiums. It might be all right
for the gentleman to operate a savour§ patch, but it 1s a different
thing operating a stadium andvthe gentleﬁan knows nothing of .
what he is talking about, Sir. There are a cduple oﬁ stadiums
in Newfoundland ;hat are paying. their way, their operating costs.
Springdale happen; to be oneyand I believe the Twin Rinks over
here operate year-round, while it may not be péying,because I heard
recently the gentleman who went out and raised the funds to build
the Twin Rinks, and got all the honour and glory for it,is now
looking for somebody else to pay for it. And tha: nappens in

a good many cases in Newfoundland. But the Twin Rinks is used on a
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MR. NEARY: . year-round basis. They have hockey
schools going over there, Byt using them for refrigeration ‘
facilities, for what? For savoury? Cabbage, put cabbage in
there, fish sticks or Qhat? What is the hon. gentleman talking
about?

I have no doubt, Sir, the hon.

gentleman -~

'MR. RIDEOUT: Cold storage space to rent,
MR. NEARY: Why not just take the stadiums and

. turn them into big warehouses, fill them up with fish, or vegetables -

‘MR. SIMMONS: What would he do in October?
MR. NEARY: . *  And then in October shove them all out

in the snow bank. I kn&w the hon. gentleman meant well but it

is so ridiculous, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SIDMMONS: What happens if you get a-warm day

in November?' ‘

MR. NEARY: But ‘the hon. gentleman did make a point.
The hon. gentleman,Il think,feels in his heart that we should not
just limit assistance from ‘t:he Public Treasury. 'fhe money that

goes into the Public Treasury comes from the taxpayers all

over this Province, from Grand Falls, Labrador City, Port aux

Basques, down in Baie Verte, St. John's, Cofner Brook, Harbour
Grace, Rose Blanche, Grand Bruit,_LaPoile, all over the Province,
the taxpayers put their money into the Public Treasury &nd then
the government scoops it out and puts it in St. John's. It makes
a policy for St. John's and discriminates against all these other
places T just mentioned. * Does that"make senge to the hon.
gentleman?

- So I say, Sir, 1if you are going to have
a policy and you are stuck with the Summer Games facilities, it is an
embarrassment, it is an albatross around your neck, it is sométhing

that should have never happened but are stuck with 1:, lo not let
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MR. NEARY: . it become -a facility for the‘elite

of St. John's., 4nd 1if you are‘going to have a policy and you .
are going to pour money into recreation and sport and youth,

well tﬁen let it applyvto the whole Province. Do not discriminate

againsgt- any particular part of Newfoundland. Give it to

everybody.
MR. SPEAKER: - The ‘hon. member for Stephenville.
MR. MCNEIL: Mr. Speaker, I just rise to speak

a few words on the hill. I think'that if we are fortunate
enough to have such fine facilities like the Aquarena
and some other smaller facilities across our Province that our
government should provide the necessary funds ca'provgde an
adequate and full programme for the benefit of our young and
. elderly people.

I do not think anybody will disagree
that recreation and sport today play: a very important part in
our society and it will indeed help if it is programmed right

to build a much healthler and better nation.
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M, W, HeNEIL: Mne of the questions that mavie

we should be asking ourselves vhen we have such a facility on our
hiands,should ve proceed in the direction that YNova Scotia did
in falifax vhen they had ;uch a fine facility after the ﬁumn@r
Games? They treid to conserve on the dbllars and cents and as

a reéul£ over a short number of years the facility declined

to.a great degree;and as a result the programme also declined,
and years later the government and the municipal people involved
realized that they moved in the wrong direction and they had to
spend more money in trying to bring the facility up to a proper
standard. So I think the steps that we have taken here in this
Province is a good one in that tfe are going to make sure that if
we tun the facility it will be done in a professional manner.

i wiil corgratulate the minister for taking thaf step.

But I am disappointed in this
governzent in not nroviding the same type oprrinciple in relation
to financing facilities to other areas across the Province
and -nanely in ﬁy-own district, Stevhenville,we Liave a poal
closed down for ¥ number of years because there was not enough
money in and around the area to run an adequatenand decent
programme; Now my hon. friend mentioned that the Americans
left the pool there, noi the Americans did not leave the pool
there.ctually it was a former MOT Building, it was a %ormer alr
terminal,and it was converted the people in Stéphenville. The
people of Stephenville approached.the government year after ' N
year to have a s:upool built in Stephenville and we were told
to go and swim in the pool in Corner Brook which was sixty miles
away. The peopie in the community formed a citizens' group,
they raised X number of dollars,;nd with the help of the parish
they gomﬁitted themselves financially and they built and established
a pool and it ran a very successful programme for years. One of
the means they had as a part of fund raising,they. got involved

into running a lounge but in the community there was a lot of
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MR. W. McNEIL: conflict in running a liquor
establishment when you aré also trying to tuA'aquacic programmes
to the children. So the Board of Directors ;t St. Stephen's,
after many yeara trying to bring the facility up to standard-and it
actually nevef_did get to a standard where ig was acceptable in
the aquatic field because it'was just a shell of a building,really
all it was was an outdoor pool and year after year they put money
into it to try to develop it into an indoor pool. They spent more
money on capital ghan they did on programming. The amount of money
‘generated within the facility itself was more ;han ~adequate to
cover the programme itself. But when the Board of Directors,
and I understand that théy made this decision on a. commitment from
the government that they would get involved into the financing of
the facility,they decided to get out of the liquor business. So
as a result they phased out their bar, which was their only and
best source of revenuej,and just geared .down the operation to just
a bare pool.and then less than a year after the pool had to close
becausé there was not enough money, not: enough revenue coming in
for just ordinary maintenancej,and the thing stopped actually when
fhe pool furnace - well the pool furnace actually broke down
one winter,I think it was in February,and a few days after that
the parish made a decision that chey could not put more back into
facility and the pool closed. And since then,year afCer year,
month after month, there have been several people in the community
'apptoaching government for a commitment;and I tfust honestly say
that in talking with the minister yesterday that he
indicated that there is a commitment made to Stephenville and I
would ask :he minister to elaborate on that commitment when he stands -
up to sﬁeak_in the Chamber.

But I must also point out that in . : -
Quebec where they have a lot of facilities~chey have the Canada
Games and actuaily the Olympics were held in Montreal - and the

Quebec Govarnment appraached their problem in this manner and it is
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MR, W. McNEIL:. ' in’ the Steel report and it is

' stressed that the provineial government by an act of legislation
took up the capital costs, rep#irs, maintenace -and: utilities”
wére carried-sepgrately from-the.proéramme budget of the

facilities.So the Province was responsible for the maintenance,
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MR. MCNEIL: capital costs and utilities,
and the municipality that took over that particular
facility was responsible fqr programming. In most cases
there was enough money generated by the participanés in
" the programme to carfy the programme itself. So I think
that maybe the minister's departmeht should look in this
direction. I reaiize that the governmenﬁ is going.to

have  to make a tough decision if they are going to just
support recreation in a lip-service fashion, or are they
going to bite the bullet and support it in tough dollars
and cents? I realizé that the dollars and cents have to
come from somewhere so tha£ may mean some taxes. That is

a decision that they are going to have to weigh at a later
date. -

But I cannot stress enough

" the importance of providing an adéquate recreation programme.
We are actually doing very well with facilities but we have
facilities that are in place that do not have a good
programme. Apart from the pool in Stephenville, I cah

also refer to'the West COasﬁ Training Centre which is a
_ facility>that was given to us by Uncle Sam when the
American base closed. It is a West coast training centre;
the government is moving in the right direction in trying
to develop it as a provincial training centre, but they
are not going far enough in providing programmes. The name
of the game is programmes -and getting the people'involved,
getting the feople involved in recreation programmes,
recreational sport.

" For- example, the facility is
closed on the weekends. Most people work during the day~
time. That is okay for the people who are on welfare;
during the week they can go and enjoy the recreational
facility, but if you are working from nine o'clock to
five of six o'clock in the eveniﬁg, and sometimes people

work at night, the only time they have off is on the weekends
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MR._MCNEIL: ,v but when they come home to
their community on the weekend the ;ecreational facility
is closed - that is the West Coast Training Centre.

So there should be a full
programme.‘.Again it‘is going to cost a little bit extra
in dollars to the provincial government to provide a
progfémme, but if you have the facilities in place put
the programme there as well and I think there will be more
feturns éoming back. Becguse it does help to build a
better community and .in turn we have a stronger nation.

:T will not take any more
time in the Chamber. I would support the bill and I would
ask the minister when he stands to elaboraté on his
commitment that there would be a swimming pool for
Stephenville, and if he would give some consideration to
extending the programmes in such facilities as the West
Coast Training Centre and, I am sure, in the Provincial
Centre here in Torbay so that the majority of people in
the community can take better advantage of the programmes

that are available.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!
MR. SPEAKER(Collins): The hon. the Minister of Tourism.
MR. HICKEY: " Mr. Speaker, I would just like

to deal with a couple of points made by my hon. friends
opposite. ' The member for LaPoile (Mr. Neary) made
reference'to Channel - Port aux Basques and I think it is
necessary for me td point out to the House that the government
.provided $200,000,which is the amount permitted under out
pélicy,for swimming pools to Channel - Port aux Basques.

I am aware,as'he is,that there
~are ﬁome'problems. To go outside of that means an extension
of what we are talking about in terms of the Aquarena, not
to the same extent, mind yoﬁ, but to the extent where we are
either going to subsidize or revise the policy which is
already costly and which we can ill afford at' this particular
vpoint in time. ‘

12755 .

3



November 21, 1978, Tape 5283, Page 3 -- apb

MR. HICKEY: I think it is not fair to
. say. that‘,‘ to equate Channel - Port aux Basques or

Stephenville or, for that matter, any other part of this
Province with the. Aquarena or the Summer Games_ facilities
that we are talking ébout ‘here. For the récord, Mr.

@ Speaker, I am not.sure, I .cannot recall definitively
whether I said this in introducing the bill, but I want

‘to say it and run the risk of repetition because it must

be said, it must be said for. the record; this government

9o ’ _ inherited the Summer Games facilities. It was not our
désign or architecture or priority or plan that brought o
‘ - them, we have never taken credit for them, they were
brought to this Province' through the lobbying, the
® enthusiasm and the efforts of the City of
®
®
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MR. HICKEY: . St. John's and a group of interested
people, They were subsequently'deQeloped-and run and the facilities .
built by the Society forlthe Canada Summer Games, who,we all
know,is headed by Andreﬁ Crosbie, Grant Chalker, peéple lel—
known by my hon.'friends opposite, certainly closer to my
friends opposite than indeed they are to people on this side of
the House. I do not kﬁow,therefore,-why my colléagues on the
other side find it such ; bad thing that those two gentlemen,
and all the others connected with them in a voluntary effort,
developed in terms of the Canada Summer Games and the necéssary
facilities which came with it.

The end result,.Mr. Speaker, was that
we had, after making a sizeable contribution to enable the games
to take place, our Capital City having been chosen, surely goodness
we wvere no; to turn our back on the effort which had been already
achieved in getting the Canada Summer Games here and surely any
government would make a contribution,which we did,.and a generous
one at that.' . *

There were no plans for this
government to involve ;tself, nor any cpmmitments to take over
tbe facilities. A
MR. ﬁCNEIL: If the facilitieseas you say, you
%now, you had no pa?t of i;-if the facilities, the Canada
Summer Games,d site was chosen for Western Newfoundland or Labrador
would you give the same type of treatment as paying twenty-five/
seventy-five? - And 1f the answer is yes, why not do it on a
smaller scale where there are less dollars involved? It is only
a small ﬁool not a total complex. : - -
MR. HICKEY: Mr. Speaker, my hon. friend, you know
if he is going to banter with me on recreationvl had better do -
some research. He should be well aware of the fact that the
Newfoundland Winter Games, the same formula was followed,vthe

same procedure was followed, the precedent was follewed. Indeed
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MR. HICKEY: it was not pqtternéd after the
Canada Summer Games because we had not yet made the

decision. But it w;s a policy which was conceived by this’
administration in our efforts .to develop recreation, sports
and fitness in the Province by putting money into facilities,.
ﬁecéssary facilities, t6 improve those facilities, go raise '
them to a standafd wﬁich could produce the excelleqce in our
athletes in Grand Fallé, in Gander and in Goose Bay, just last
year. B

MR. MCNEIL: But you cannot provide money to
those facilities to:run them the year after. Only in St. John's
you have made that distinction. )
MR. HICKEY: Mr. Speaker, again my friend is

wrong. We already provide money to run and operate those

facilities.
MR. MCNEIL: On an annual basis. v
MR. HICKEY: The fact that we do not pay the full

shot should not be necessarily a condemnation of us.you know,
because we go eighty per cent of the way or ninety per cent
of the way if we do mot go the hundred per cent of the way.

You know, there are so many dollars to go around and that is all

we can do and we must recognize the fact, Mr. Speaker, that we are

living in a Province which 1is not blessed at this point in time

with the kind of revenues that allows us to do the things that

we want to do just és much as. my ﬁon.vfriend.wants to do them.

So he must recognize that. -Thét is a fact of life and one of

the things that have gotten us into so much troutle in the

last thirty years of Confederation is the fact that governments
" before we came into office did not recognize that.

Now I do nmot want to get political
because that was not the purpose for which I stood.up. Let me
simply say again for the record, r. Speaker, that this government
I think acted handsomely in moving quickly to take over those

facilities, to show an interest, a further and continuing
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. MR. HICKEY: _ intérest now that the facilities
‘were there, not to allow them to be closea up any longer. Indeed
they were closed fg? too loqg as 1t was. We did

not rush into anything; We got one of the Sest, if not the

best, individuals in the Province to tell us in his expert

way e_md with his professional experience just what we should

do with them and how they should be.run. And, Mr. Speaker,

today we ‘are following almost to thevletter the recommendations
of the Steele Report, which has-been.hailed by all the sports
people and recreation people across thé Province.

‘ I can say with the éreat~of assurénce,
having talked to people from outside this Province, that we have
the best facil{cy in the country and one of the best facilities
in North America in terms of the Aquarena. That facility,

Mr., Speaker, whatever kind of a noose it might appear to

be around our necks in terms of operating expenses at this

point in time, will allow our athletes t6 produce the excellence
in terms of the potential that our young péo?le have, to

produce the
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Mr. Hickey: : excellence that is necéssary in terms of an
.opportunity of our people and will continue the rise and imprbvement

of our‘atﬁletes across the nation as was so vividly demonstrated

during the Canada Summer Games when they won the Eoveted cup or

trophy as having shown the greatest level of improvement of -any
province or territory in the country. Surely goodness this is like
motherhood, How can anyéne possibly stand. in their place and be against
that? We are not boasting about thevfactvthat we are going to. have

to pay some money.

MR. NEARY: There was never anybody aéainst that.
MR. HICKEY: . No, well. You know, what we are saying, Mr. Speaker,

my hon. friend is saying that this should happen across the Province.
MR. NEARY: Of course.
MR. HICKEY: - And I will agree with him that it shouldsprovided the

money is there to do it.

MR. MCNEIL: Did  you have the money for this Aguarena?

MR. HICKEY:  No.

MR. MCNEIL: Well,I am glad you found it.

MR. HICKEY: " We had to sit down and redo to our priorities,

we did not have the money budgeted for the Aquarena we had to find it.
MR. MCNEIL: And it can be found.
MR. HICKEY: I can honestly say as Minister of Recreation,in
my dying-days as Minister of Recreation;and having gone across the-
width and length of this Province,that certainly not,we would not
have assigned that kind of briority to the monies that we had to have,
the amount of money that we have spent.. But what does one do when
a facility grows - ,
AN HON. MEMBER: You are being harassed by your colleague.
~MR. HICKEY: - and it is there® You know, I mean we are
tocking the door, it is like locking the door wﬁen the horse is gone,
So there it.is.
AN HON. MEMBER: .Your co]]eagué is harassing you.
MR. HICKEY: I just want to briefly touch on the swimming

pool my hon, friend mentioned, and to say to him that this government's
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Mr. Hickey: record is unquestionable, cannot be faulted, cannot

be criticized as far as the swimming pool in Stephenville is concerned.

MR. RIDEQUT: ' You are getting on dangerous gfound.
MR. HICKEY: I personally met with a number of people

on,I believe,two occasionsﬂ I ta]ked_to'a numbef of people on two

or three other occasiong; each and every time I talked to them I gave
them the same answer, . and I said simply that you activate that:
swimming poolyor Showvhe a p16n where you are going to,and we will
make available the funds to do it. We cannot agree to build a new’
swimming boo] in'Stepheﬁv111e when there is one lying idle. We -
éannot put money into a pool that is owned by the church. But if

the Rotary Club wants to do it,as there was an indicatién.on one

occasion they were intérested, we will do business with them. If

the Town Council wants to do it,as some of the other town councils

do in the Province,we will do business with them, We will make -
é&ai]ab]e the funds that are necessary te bring it up to the same
standard of swimming pools across this Province. That can hardly

be construed as not being interested or not being willing to do anything.
MR. MCNEIL: - No. I am very pleased to hear that the minister

said he will, because the last time he said that it would have

to Be only the Town Counsil involved. But he is willing to deal with any

other body?

AN HON. MEMBER: Except the church.
MR. MCNEIL: - Except the church.
‘MR.. HICKEY: 1 believe the Town Council, Mr. Speaker, that

is the‘peop1e we usually do bﬁsiness with. = But if the Town Council
is not going to do itgin co-operation with the town and with the

Town Council giving its blessing to the ofher organization,ceftain]y‘ =
there is no reason in the world, Why,some of our best facilities are
operated and operated most efficiently by organizations such as the o
Kinsmen Club: So there is no reason in the world why we would not

do something like that. And I would hope that in the not foo distant

future scmething can be done with that pool. We are not happy about
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Mr. Hickey: the fact that it is idle any more than my hon.
friend. V

The only other point, Mr. Speaker, that should
be made is that with regardé to-the schedule of the centre out there,
I do not have the details. I cam only say to him fhat I will pass
on his concerns to my officials and to see what we can do . I do not
know if we can in theuprésent fiscal. year extend the-houré‘of operations,
but certainly if not it.is a recommendation which we will certainly
1ike‘to Took at in terms of the next fiscal year and do whatever we
can. |

_Mr. Speaker,‘there are a couple of changes
that I would like to have made in Committee stage,.and before I sit
down I want to take this opportunity to express my sincere thanks
as minister to the members of the Commission who have done a creditable
Jjob, a first-class job in.taking a number of facilities and putting
them into operation at very short notice. And not only that, Mr.
Speaker, but to develop a programme which is second to none.-
MR. NEARY: What is the price tag? ,
MR. HICKEY: Mr. Speaker, if I can carry on without being

interrupted.I am not in the habit of trying to shout over somebody

else. _ .
MR. -NEARY: What did it cost?
MR. HICKEY: If the hon. gent]emén has a question when I

recognize him he can get up and ask.

MR. NEARY: Well waht is the cost?

MR. HICKEY: The Aquarena programme, Mr. Speaker, is one that
all hon. members should read and they will get the answer in that

programme ,
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MR, HICREY: . " for in that programme the
question rajsed by my friend from LaPoile (Mr. Neary),

who says this should not be for the elige - every facet

of the population can te involved in the Aquarena progranmne,
the aged. the infirm, there is a special pool over there
for people who require therapy; the kiddies, the beginners,
the teenagers, the babies just walking.' Holy 2codness,

you know, there is nobody in this Province who cannot tale

part in a programme that is available at that facility.

MR. NEARY:. : I am there every day.
AN HOY. MEMBER: ) Leave room for the aged and infirm.
MR. HICKEY: Mr. Speaker, I am saddened by

the fact that my friend from LaPoile did not stand in_hié
place today and hail this as one of the best programmes in

the Province, because it is the best in the country.

MR. NEARY: How much?
AN HON. MEMRER: " He goes with the aged and infirm.
MR. HICKEY: Mr. Speaker, I will answer the

question 1f I have Ehe responsibility for doing so, during

Estimate time, and there will be no reason in the world

why we will not give a blow-by-blow account of every dollar
spent on tﬁe Aquarena, the Summer Games facilities,

because in our view, Mr. Speaker, in the long run, it will

be dollars well spent, because it will create the excellence

.in terms of the potential our people have and it will make

good citizens. And let us face it, that is really what we
are all here to do.

I would like again to thank the
menbers of the Commission who have done ;uch a wonderful job
and T hope that they can continue. And I want to.especially
mention the name of Dr. Doug Eaton,‘who is chairman of the
Commission, and unfortuna;ely for personal reasons has to
resign. I want to say a special thank you to -him and to
all other members of the Commission.

I move second reading.
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On motion, a bill, "“An Act To
Provide For The Administration Of Certain Faciiities
4 Constructed For The Canada.Summer Games, ' Bill No. 74,
read a second time,'ordergd referred to a Committee of the
Whole House now by leave.

On motion that the House resolve
itsélf.into Committee of the Whole on said bill, Mr. Speaker
left tte Chair.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Order, please.

Bill 74.

On motion clausesl and 2 carried.

MR. CHAIRMAN: ) Shall clause 3 carry?
MR. HICKMAL: Clause 3, 3(a) strike three and
insert five, five members.

On motion, amendment carried.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh!

MR. HICKMAN: . If you want to lose a friend

put him on that commission.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Shall clause 3 as amended carry?
MR. NEARY: No salary, no salary. It will
not be (inaudible) Tory hacks.

MR. CHAIRMAN: . Order, please!

On motion clause 3 as amended,

carried.

‘ On motion ?lauses 4 through 22
carried. .
MR. CHAIRMAN: ) Shall clause 23 carry?

MR. HICKMAN: Clause 23, there is an amendment

which reads, "This Act 1s deemed to have come into force
on the 1lst day of July, 1978.

On motion, clause 23 as amended.
carried.

On motion, that the Cémmittee

report'having passed Bill YNo. 74 with amendment, carried.
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On motion that the Committee rise,

report progress and ask leave to sit agaiﬁ, ¥r. Speaker returned to

the Chair.
"'R. SPEARER: ] The hon. Chairman of Committees.
MR, CHAIPMAN: " Mr. Speaker, the Committee of the

‘tthole have considered the matters to .them referred and have passed
3111-74,with amendment and ask leave to sit again.

'R, SPEAKER: . ° . The Chairman of the Committee of
the Whole réport that it has considered the matters referred and

has directed him to report Bill No. 74 with amendment.

) On motion report received and
adopted. '
On motién amendménts read a first

and second time.

-On motion bill read a third time,

orderéd passed and title he as on the Order Paper. -

On motion, that the House resolve

itself into a Committee of the Whole on Supply, Yr. Speaker left the

Chair.
COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY
MR. HICKMAN: ' Motion 3  Bill Yo. 49.

"An Act Further To Amené The Loan And Guarantee Act,>1957."

(3111 Yo. 49)

1. SEAPY: ’ I assume the minister will give

us an explanation for these loans for Lasteel,Eastern Provincial Airways
Fogo Island, Sunshine Dairy, and Fishery ?foducts.

1T, CHAIRMMI: . . Order, please! T&e'resolution
relating to Bill 49.

‘The hon. minister.

CR._BICIIAN: ¥r. Chairmen, this is the annual
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TR, ETCRYVAN: Loan and Cuarantee Act which comes
~efore this hon. House, requestirg the House to ratify loans and
guarantees made duriﬁg the ensuing year. As the bill shows, loans
were made to Fasteel Industries Limited in thé sum of $800,600;
Easterﬁ Provincial Airmayé(l963).Limited $6 million, Fogo Island
Shipbuilding and, Producers Co-op Society Limited $140,000, Sunshine

Dairy Limited $250,000, Fishery Pfoducts {Harbour Rreton)Limited,

$2,911,600. - The Easteel guarantee, Mr. Chairman, is in support

of a bank loan for $800,500. The loan was to provide the company

with bridge financing pending payment of substantial holdback receivables
and settlements of the claim and to cover certain aaditional costs.

The guarantee was issued on March 27,1978 for a term of approximately
fifteén months to expire June 30,1979. As security Ehe government holds

a second mortgage on land and buildings and a first floating charge

on the other assets of the company.

AN HON. MEMBEF: Who holds the first mortgage?
¥R, HICKMAN: - I am not sure. I do not know. Probably
the bank. The company presently has an average of 150 employees

and since March 1978 it has been making good progress on the collection
of holdbacks and the settlements of claims and the accumulation of
new business.

During the term of the guarantee,
officials of the Department of Finance and the Department of Industrial
Development will continue to monitor very closely the operations of
the company. Easteel Industries, ¥r. Chaiwman, is one of two companies
in the Province engaged in Fhe fabrication of structural steel and it
is for this reason it was tthght that the company was a significant
element in the local economy and that we should assist them at that time.
Fastern Provinecial Airways (19672)-Limited, this loan authorized the

guarantee in support of a bank loan of $6 million
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MR, dICKMAN: . to enable the company - théy were in

pretty difficult straits at that time - to 6btain interim financing which
was utilized to repay a loan of $1!5 million to Newfoundland Industrial
Development Corporation and for gorking capital purposes. The guarantee .
was issued December 2, 1977, for a term of approximately 18 months expiring
June 30,.1973. The company, Hr. Chairman, gave adequate security to the
Province and my understanding is that this vear has not been - the comyany
has worked its way out of the financial- problems that it found -itself in

1977. Like all other regicnal carriers, it has not

" enjoyed the same kind of business that Air Canada and Canadian Pacific

Air, whc have the major routes across Canada, are enjoying and ﬁopefully
as a rgsult of some announced policies by the Government of Canada that
this may rectify itself somewhat in the future.

The Fogo Island Shipbuilding and
Producers’® Co-op Society Limited - this was the issuance of a guarantee
in support of a bank loan for $140,000 to be obtained by that company
for the purpose of enabling the co-operative to liquidate existing bank
loans which were previously guaranteed bty the Province. The guarantee
was issued on October 18, l97i, for a term of seven vears expiring
October 18, 1984. The new guarantee has the effect of enabling the
co~operative to obtain a more favourable repayment term for the $140,000
bank loan. As securit& for the guarantee, Government has formed an
advisory committee to monitor and control the operations of the co-op.
Qur records indicate and thg advice we are getting is that since 1975
the co-op has continued to grow in its fishing operations and during
the peak of the fishing season it employs several hundred people either
in its plants or indirectiy as fishermen.

The Sunshine Dairy loan - this again
was an authorized guarantee in support of z bank loan for $250,600 to
be obtained by Sunshine Dairy Company Limited for the purpose of pFoviding
the company with additional working capital and to liquidate existing

vank loans which were guaranteed by the Frovince. The guarantee was
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TR, HICKMAN: issued February 21, 1978, for a term of

approximately ten years expiring March 1, 1980. s security Government
holds a first mortgage on land and buildings and chattel mortgage on
specific equipment and the floating charge over all other assets. This

company has achieved modest growth in the past years and Government

ponitors the operation- by having a member on its Board of Directors.

' The last loan guarantee on this one is

with Fishery Products(Harbour Breton)Limited and that took plece on

- July 6, 1977. The assets which were acquired by Fishery Products Limited

were situated at Harbour DBreton and were acquired from B.C. Packers Limited.

There was also a satellite operation located at Change Islands in
Herring Neck and this provides for the repayment at 9 per cent
per annum in 17 equal semi-annual blended payment instalments commencing

February 28, 1979. Fishery Products have given adequate security -

wR. NEARY:. - . . . .._Whowill pay the extra?
MR, DAODY ¢ : _ Too late for that now.
MR. HICKMAN: . Too late now. And what it has done.

Mr. Chairman, it has allowed the ﬁlant at Harbour Breton,which was in
difficult straits-and the production was down,as everyone vho has been
to Harbour Breton knows. The complaint of the union there in particular
has been over the years that the landings were way below the plant's

capacity and that work was sporadic. That plant lends itself to
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MR. HICKMAN: side trawler operations and
Fishery Products did have the side trawlers,fortunately,which .
they could provide for the_ operation of the Harbour Breton

. Plant. It is my understanding that employment opportunity in
the Harbour Breton area as e result thereof has improved

considerably and is continuing to imprqve.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Hon. member.
MR. S. NEARY: ’ Mr. Chairman, just one or two

questions I want to put to the minister, Sir, First of all, I
do not know why the government bailed out Easteei. The minister
told us -that there wére 150 people employed, but is it the policy
of government when an industry like that runs into cfouble -1
presume Easteel 1is into the Development>Corporation and that is
why probably the government had to bail them out,to protect the
investment of the Newfoundland Development Corporation.Easteei,
.I remember their name turned up fairly régularly when I was
doing some research on the Rural Development Authority,the loans
they were lashing outyand the Newﬁoundlggg Development Loan
Corporation and the Federal Business Development Bank., But
what is the policy? What does the governﬁent use for guide lines"
when they bail out én industry like this?. And who are the people
that had the holdbacks? I mean, did they perférm? The minister
expressed gsome concern that they were - well not concern,but they
were gradually getting their holdbacks.released. .But who 1is
holding back and why? 1Is it because of non-performanée? Is
it standard procedure to holdback solmuch on a contract that they
may have had? Could the minister be a little more specific and
give us some more details on it?

Now.Eastern Provincial Airways -
(1963) Limited,there is $6 million here. .~ Where do we stand
now with regard to Eastern Provincial Airways? Have they
paid off all the previous loans that they had? Is this

additional financing? I think the old loans amounted to around
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MR. S. NEARY: - $12 million. . Is this $6 million
to make it $18 million or have they wiped out some of the old
:loansP The minister also again sgid that the pdlicies of the
Government of Canada may make it more practical now for Eastern
Provincial to do a little better financiélly'this year than they
did last year. .

While I am on my feet, Sir, I
might say-and I do not know how hon. members of the House feel.
I do not know what it is costing us-I was rather disappointed
that the government allowed that training centre to go over in
Halifax.I think that is one of the things for which this
government will never be forgiven,and Eastern Provincial have
managed to transfer a.lot of thedr people to Halifax. Now
they had a big opening recently of the maintenance depot out
in Gander and I noticed all the Tories were trotted out in
full regalia and the people who started Eastern Provincial
Airways, the Liberal Government, the Smallwood administration,
the Liberal Government of this Province that started.up,as my
hon. friend knows becausé my hon. friend was in the Cabinet at
the time. Eastern Provincial Airways wduld not have been here

" today but for the Liberal Government,and not one Liberal member

of this House,not even the Leader of the Opposition;was invited
to. the openingvof that wmaintenance centre in Gander. It was
turned into a partisan political deal to try td beef up the image
of the administration and invite the Premier out to cut a ribbon

for a centre that had been there -

AN HON., MFMBER: . (Inaudible) the member for Gander.
MR. S. NEARY: - = since the days of the Liberal

administration. All they did was beef it up a little bit. And what
it did,I presumey I hope it consolidated the maintenance
operation in Gander.I hope that as a result of the opening of that

centre that no more of the Eastern Provincial personnel will
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MR. S.NEARY: - be ;ransferred to other provinces
of Canada. Mr. Chairman, that is a Newfoundland aifline and

it was a mortal sin for this government to ailow the Government

of Nova Scotia to take the training centre and put it over in
Halifax, over in Nova Scotia; It should have been built in
Gander and all the crews and all the flight attendants, all the
captains and first officers and all the maintenance people

should be in thifs-Province because ic is our airline, It is

paid for by the taxpayers of this Province; it is a 'Neéfoundland
aitline. And I might say, Sir, that what started me off on

that little trend of thought was the fa:ct that every time I travel
I am proud of that airline. 1 do not know what thé people of

Newfoundland and Labrador would do today
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MR. NEARY: without Eastern Provincial
Alrways. Easte?n Proviacial Airways provide in my estimation,
and I have not travelled all around the world but pretty close,
an excellent service, second to none.Eastern Provincial Airways,
1 am always so proud of it and I.do not know what the travelling
public in Newfoundland would do without Eastern Provincial
Airways. You can get aboard of your plane down here at the air-
port, I can aﬁd I represent a district righﬁ out on the other end
of the.Island, I can get on the plane in the morning and I can
fly into Stephenville and I can go down and spend the day in
Port Aux_Basques and I can be back howme again that night. You
can do the same thing in Labrador City and Wabush, Absolutely
fantastic,3ir! It is an excgllent service and I have nothing
but the greatest admiration for the crew, They can fly planes
‘and land in Newfoundland-airporté and in the Atlantic Provinces;
the captains and the first officers can put their planes down
when Air Canada, with their great reputation, are hovering
overhead making two or three swipes at the airport and then
ending up in Gander or Halifax. I£ is a fantastic operation,
Sir, and I am proud of it but perhaps the minister might,in the
process of my heaping great praise on Eastern Provincial Airways,
give us a little more on how much 1t is costing us and when the
minister expects Eastern Provincial Airways to get into the
black, I know they had a good year this year because of :he‘

Air Canada strikes and so forth,but what kind of pelicies is
thevminister talking about from the Government of Canada would
help Eastern Provincial Alrways to get into the black? Mr.
Chairman, I tell you what I think should happen; I think, Sir,
and I say this without fear of contradiction, that Eastern
Provincial Alrways should be the regional carrier in the four
Atlantic Provinces and lLick out Air Canada. Air Canada, Sir,

like C.N.,look down their nose at the Atlantic Provinces and
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MR. NEARY: Newfoundland and all we are
getting from Air Canada is a third-rate service in this pro-
vince. They think they are doing you a favor by travelling
Air Canada, 1 would rather travel Eastern Provincial Airways
anytime myself and I think the time has come when whoever makes
the decision,I do not know who it is or what body it is makes
the decision, let Air Canada come in from Montreal to St. John's
or Stephenville or wherever it is, Toronto, but kick ﬁhe.m out

of the Atlantic Provinces altogether and let Eastern Provincial
Airways take it over. That is what I would do,because they are
providing a good service, they have good aircraft, good crews
and good flight attendants and they are a great -t*;rowd of people.
But now, Mr. Chairman, I do not want to dwell on that.We can
save that for another time.

The Fisheries Products one
again in Harbor Breton. perhaps I will read the newspaper while
I am waiting for the hon. gentleman, _What is this all about,this
Fisheries Products one? I thought they had so much money they
did not know what to do with it, Did they have the government
across the barrel over the Harbor Breton fish plant. Fishery
Products could have very easily went out and bought that plant
.themselves, Change Islands and Harbor Bretom, Obviously t.t.l{’-‘
government was across a barrel and they were backed up in the
corner and they -had to fork over this $2,911,000, But I
believe all the other loans, perhaps the minister can tell me,

_wiEh Fisheries Products had been consolidated and wiped out.

MR. DOODY: ' They are under one loan agree-
ment.
MR. NEARY: All under one loan agreement.but,

in other words,we are still on the hook. I theught they went to
a banker or some finsvclal institution and got the jovernment off the hook.

MR, DOODY: . They are on the hook.
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MR. NEARY: ‘ : In other words,

we still own Fishéry Products, let us. face it, we own them

body and soul, the people of this provinc‘;e own Fishery Products.
MR. DOODY: " As.a repreésentative of the. people

of this province I am too modest -

MR. NEARY: : ’ A rose by any other

name smells just as sweet,but it is nationalization and it is just
as well fo\r. us to admit that we own it, ~ Anyway, perhaps the
minister could tell us a 1little more about it because -

MR, CHAIRMAN: - Order,v_p_l-ea,sév!}_ The officials .

are taking care of the interruptiomn, I believe. The Hon. Premier.

PREMIER F.D. MOORES: (Inaudible) 'vhile I was in the Hous2 So I
could not be blamed for that interruption, Mr. Chairman, '

Something that the hon. member mentionmed I thiok 1s -

12774



November 21, 1973 ’ Tape 3291 : GH-1

¥R. PREMIER:

worthwhile to bring to the attention of the House which is something that

we have been familiar with for some weeks now and which until this

minute I have not been able to ;élease because of matters involving

the Securities and Exchange Commission, and tﬁat is involving Eastern

Provineial Airways. The official announcement is as follows, and I

will elaborate briefly on it after, and I understand thg airline themsgelves

will be having a conference tomorrow confirming not what I am just . -
saying but also to elaborate on what has happened to the airlise.

Eastern Provincial Airwéys Lipited today announcéd tnat in a private
transa;tion Mr, llarry Steele and lMr. Haro}d Wareham,both officers and
directors of the airline, had acquired the interests of Mr. Andrew
Crosbie and Mr. Keith Miller, both of whom are also officers and directors
of the airlime. At a board meeting following éhe transaction, .
¥r. Andrew Crosbie submitted his resignation as Chairman of the

Soard of Lirectors but will remain as a director. Concurrent with

Mr. Crosbie’'s resignétion, Mr. Keith Miller submitted his resignation

as President and Chief.Executive Officer. The Board of Directors has
voted to appoint tfr, Miller as Chairman and ﬁf. Steelé as President

and Chief Executive Officer of the airlinme with Mr. Lewington

continuing as Deputy Chairman. In making this release, the airline

- reaffirmed that there will be a continuity of management since

Mr. Steele has been a Vice-President and a director of the company
for a number 6f,years. I might also say at this time, ¥r. Chairman,
although I think Mr. Steele would be the appropriate cne to say it
tomorrow when he advises ne he wi;hes to do it, that there will

be a statement very m;ch reaffirming of Gander as a central and

developing point for the airline.

SOVE HON. IEMBERS: Hear, hear!
YR. CHATRMAL : Hon. House Leader. i
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IR. HICKMAN: ir. Chairman, if I may answer the

questions raised by the non. gentleman for Lapoile (Mr. Neary) and I
may assure the hon. gentleman that this was not orchestrated, but the

timing could not have been better. I am sure that everyone will agree

" that these changes assure Gander as the central point of operation and

managerial decisions and policy decisions for Eastern Provincial Airways.
The hon. gentleman talks, and I should

not reminisce, about the start of Eastern Provincial Airuays.

MR. HEARY: Mr. Ches Crosbie started Castern

Provincial Airwayec.

1R. HICKMAN: ' No, Eastern Provincial Air:ays was

started by a geﬁtleman named Eric Blackwood, and T as a very young

lawyer in 1949 went cut to Cander and appeared before the Air Transport
Board representing Eric Blackwood who was applying to get a couple of
licences to operate in lewfoundland - operate this little company called
EPA in Wewfoundland. He was opposed by Maritime Central Airwvays through
their subsidiary Newfoundland Airways, and we fought a great fight before
the Board. They came down right after Confeceration sort of to_show

the flag. !r. Baldwin was the Chairman, At the end of it all, Eric
Blackwood, who was a magﬁificent witness, an absolutely magnifi;en;
wiﬁness and very knowledgeable - a great missiomary, I might add,

insofar as air traﬂsport in Newfoundland was concerned and serving the
remote parts of this Province. All of the applications Eastern Provincial
Alrwaysvere granted marked the demise of }CA in Hewfoundland, and from
that very small beginning started EPA. Then Mr. Blackwood made a
terrible mistake, an unforgiveable mistake in these times. In 1951

he had the audacity to announce that he was goiﬁg to bte the Progressive
Concervative candidate in Labrador - Eric Blackwood - and that was not
looked upon witk much favour, let me tell you. In any event, two

things happened. Number one was the electién was held in the fall.

The election was held in the fall, but for some stramge reason it was
thought that the weather conditioms,being so bad at that tirme,that

the electicu ir Labrador,as it was then one district, should be postponed

until the cpring so that tle democratic process could work effectively
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YR. HICKMAN: . : and fairly and equitably throughout

tiat great region. In the meantime, during that winter, EPA's business
continued to decline and Mr. Blackwood found himself in a state of
financial embarrassment, And then along came some businessmen led by
i’r. Chesley A. Crosbie and with the help of the late Chesley A. Crosbie
and with the help of the government of‘the day, lo and behold, EPA
fellvinto their hands and started anew. By the tims tle election was

called,
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MR. HICKMAN: Mr. Blackwood, who could
not wait around looking for a job, had been hired as a

bush pilot in some remote part of Northern Canada.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

MR. NEARY: ' | - You are not quite so subtle
today. . A

MR. HICKMAN: Over and above this though,

to answer the question put. by the hon. the member for
LaPoile, we do have,as well, preferred shares in EPA
upon which we have first call and we also have control
over the voting of the common shares by that trust

agreement that has been in force for many, many years

'so that the Province is secured.

I sharé the concern expressed
by the member for LaPoile over fhe'corporate decision that
was taken two or three years ago to go to Halifax with
that training programme. We did fight it. There were
two applications went into DREE, one from the Government
of Newfoundland and one from the Government of Nova Scotia,
and the Government of Nova Scotia succeeded in getting
the DREE programme, in getting DREE funding. For the
maintenance workshops out there,we had to put all provincial

<

monies to _keep'the maintenance programme and the

maintenance facilities and modernize them in Gander.

‘But I believe that E.P.A. is now on its way.

MR. NEARY: A good airline.
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

On motion, resolution carried.

A bill, "An Act Further To
Amend The Loan And Guarantee Aét, 1957." (Bill No. 49).

On motion clauses 1 and 2,
carried. |

Motion, that the Committee

report having passed the bill without amendment, carried.
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MR. HICKMAN:. Motion 2, Bill No. 48.

RESOLUTION

That it is expedient to

bring in a measure further to amend the Local Authority

" Guarantee Act, 1957, to provide for the guarantee of the

repayment of loans made to, and the advance of loans to

‘certain Local Authorities.

On motion, resolution carried.
A bill, "An Act To Amend

The Local Authority Guarantee Act, 1957." (Bill No. 48).
On motion, clauses 1 cérried.
Motion, Ehat the Committee

report having passed the bill without amendment, carried.

MR. HICKMAN: . Motion 1, Bill No. 33.
RESOLUTION ‘

That it is expedient to
introduce a measure to provide for the granting to Her
Majesty for defraying certain expenses of the Public Service
for the financial year ending the 31st. day of'March,1978,
thelsum of,niﬁe million, six hundred and forty-eight
thousand, seven hundred dollars ($9,648,700).

MR. CHAIRMAN: Does the resolution carry?

The hon. the member for LaPoile.

‘MR. NEARY: I do not wish to delay the

House of this particular matter. I had the Lieutenant-
Governor's warrants in front of me, but I have so many
affidavits on my desk these days I cannot find the warrants,
Sir.

MR. DOODY&I v You have so many warrants on -,
your desk you cannot find the affi&avits.

MR. NEARY : _ No, Sir, with so many warrants ' R

out for the hon. gentleman's arrest.

MR. DOODY: I know.
MR. NEARY: Mr. Chairman, I went through

them and I do not see anything of any significance in there
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MR. NEARY : i except the fact that you
cannot help but think howvcertain ministers and certain
departmenﬁs of.government underestimated and could not
forésee certain things that were going to happen.

There was one item in there
- that intrigued me in. connection with the Pippy Park and
that raises the whole matter again of what is happening
over there at‘the Pippy Park Commission. Was that to
buy private lané and property? And if so, would the
minister be so good as to tell us how much property the
government purchased, how many.houses have been torn down
in the last - who took my warrants? =~ .
MR. DOODY: . l , There are plénty of warrants
out, do not worry about them.
MR. NEARY: ‘ - fell us how many houses
have been torn down, if people are repairing their houses
in the Pippy‘Park now, or was that just for upgrading
and improvement in.putting in the facilities for the

Summer Games and
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MR. NEARY: additional cost on the
taxpayers for the Summer Games, building these trails
and so forth that are over there and the trailer parks
and that sort of thing. Maybe that is what it was for.

So let the minister gake a
few moments and just run through the Lieutenant-Governor's
warrants and if we see anything in there we want to ask

questions about my colleagues may feel free to do so.

MR. CHAIRMAN: The hon. House Leader.

MR, HICKMAN: . Does the hon. gentleman want
me to work backwards and deal with the Pippy Park first?
MR. NEARY: ' _ Yes.

MR. HICKMAN: o Alright. The Pippy Park,
that is under Publié Works and the total warrant was for
$277,400. One was C. A. Pippy Park grant-in-aid $9,000.
That was to purchase some office furnishings and $4,000

to replace a 1974 car.

MR. NEARY: A car for whom?
MR. HICKMAN: The van that the Pippy Park

had. They had to buy a new one - $9,000 all told.
MR. NEARY: Oh, I thought you were talking

about Social - it is the Pippy Park.

MR. HICKMAN: ' ‘We are on the Pippy Park.
MR. NEARY: Okay.
MR. HICKMAN: The other part, the $268,400 -

$183,400 was spent on the preparation and completion of
the travel trailer campsitesas the hon. gentleman mentioned.

This has had very wide acceptance, I understand.

MR. NEARY: . It was never used -~

AN HON. MEMéER: I think they had six or seven
people-

MR. NEARY: Yes; that is right. They were

never used, you know.

AN HON. MEMBER: - who got lost. It was very foggy

one night.
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MR. HICRMAN: : My understanding is that they
have been used this year.
MR. NEARY: ~ Well, they have been used this

year because now the tourists are using them -

MR. HICKMAN: : Yes, that is what I mean.
MR. NEARY: ~ but they were not used during

the Summer Games. ‘

MR. ﬁICKMAN: And $85,000 was a ver’y modest ) -
amount to be used for land purchases.

MR. NEARY: That was a terrible blunder to
waste that much money.

MR. HICKMAN: A iot éf these, for instance,

the monies shown here under the warrant - oné'was Legislative,
$59,900, that 1is primarily salaries; Finance $980,900 -

most of that wa; spent in the increase in the am;unt of monies
to be paid by way of interest as a result of the f&reign
exchange rates determined by market conditions.

MR. NEARY: i That opens up a can of worms.

MR. HICKMAN: ' That does. It opens up -

.well. not a can_of worms.A can of worms is hardly.the word,

I would suggest;vBut loans that had ‘been entered into over
the last twenty to twenty-five years; many of them were in

the U.S. markets and with U.S. dollars, and as the Canadian
dollars started to decline vis-a-vis the U.S. dollar and
vis-a-vis the West German Deutsche mark and vis-a—vig the
Swiss franec, ébviously then it is difficult to estimate

and most of the Finance warrant was for that amount;

Labour and Manpower was for saléries, $49,000; General
Administration, $10,200; Engineering and Technical, $23,900;
Labour Standardg salaries, $14,900; Justice salaries;

Social Services which the hon. gentleman asked about, .
additional funds were required in the amount of $535,000

due. mainly to the almost impossibility of estimating with

absolute certainty what the unemployment situation is going
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MR.. HICKMAN: ) to be at anf particular time
and that money was used in that area; in Tourism there

was a capital grant, a library to the town of Pouch Cove
and the other funds were really a transfer -

MR. NEARY: . _ Tourism? How did that get
under Tqurismé ‘

MR; HICKMAN: oo Because cultural affairs comes
under Tourism.

MR. NEARY: Because the minister happens to
be the member for that diétrict, is that right?

MB. HICKMAN: Oh, noj It has been for years
and years and years. It‘was taken out of the Department of
Education quite soﬁe time ago.

MR. NEARY: : I did not realize that that
minister was responsible for cultural affairs. You could
have fooled me.

"MR. HICKMAN: ] Anyway, that-ﬁ#s $30,000. The
other which was $309,500 I understand wés a payment out
as-a bookkeeping‘entry and most, if not all of it, came -
MR. NEARY: When did they decide they were

going to build a library in Pouch Cove?
.

MR. HICKMAN: ’ - came back in -

MR. PECKFORD: A long time ago.

MR. HICKMAN: That is decided by the library
committee -

AN HON. MEMBER: i Libraries board.

MR. HICKMAN: - libraries board - and that was

to cover the acquisition of Stagg Lake from Bowaters (Nfld.)
Limited. I think that about covers them all. It is all:

I can remember.

MR. NEARY: Mr. Chairman, the hon. gentleman,
Sir, in summarizing the LieutenaAt-Governor's warrants
brought up a very interesting point. Ahd I do not know if

the hon. gentleman has the information at his fingertips
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MR. NEARY:

but I am sure there is gomebody.out in the common room listening,
probablysfrom the Finance Department, If the information is not
immediately available,perhaps the minister will undertake to get it

for me before this day is over Because I think it is a very significant
matter, Sir, and that is the question of the aqunt of additional
reveénue, the amount of additional money that is needed in this Province,
required to meet the interest payments on our loans as a result of the
devaluation of the Canadian dollar. I am sure, Mr. Chairman, it must
be a étaggering'amount. I am not talking about the amount of interest.
I am talking about the additional interest that has to be paid, the .
additional amount thﬁt has tb be paid. .

" MR. _DOODY: .. Not interest fea11y, the‘currency fluctuation.

MR. NEARY: Tﬁat is right,as a result of the devaluation of the
Canadian dollar. Can the minister give the House that information?

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. minister. - '

MR.. HICKMAN: - I already éave that.

MR. NEARY: No,you only gave them to me for last year. I want

the total. That was over and above what we budgeted for. I want the
total amount. A

MR. PECKFORD: _  You were not here the other day.

MR. SPEAKER:  The hon. member .for Baie Verte-White Bay.

MR. RIDEOUT:. Mr. Chairman, I was waiting for the minister to say
something about the tremendous overrun in spending in the Department

of Transportation and Communications. The highest supplementary

supply required for any department was T and C, over $3.5 million.
Looking at their brojected budget for this year,%t is about 5 per

cent or 6 per cent overrun by that particular department and I think

the minister, Mr. Chairman, owes it to the House to tell us what
happened in the Debartmént of Transportation and Communications to
cause-such a serious overrun. - He can see overruns on Winter maintenance
and things of that nature,but certainly nowhere in the vicinity of $3.5

million. I would call that a very serious overrun, a 1ot of money
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MR. RIDEOUT:

to have to ask for for one particular deparfment under supplementary
supply. So I want. to know why that happened. What happened in the
fiscal year ending last Mérch? What did the department do that it had

not properly budgeted for in the budget that we passed here last year?

* So I would tike for the minister to give us some details on that and

Tet us know where the money was spent, why it was spent and how come -
‘there was such an overrun? ' .
MR. HICKMAN: I am sorry, I was reading from nofes here and I missed
thé page. Transportation and Communications -
MR. CHAIRMAN: Order, please!
There are two hon. members on their feet.:
MR. HICKMAN: Oh! |
MR. RIDEQUT: Go ahead:

MR. HICKMAN: Well,if anything I say is incorrect the hon. gentleman
wi]] correct me. Additional funds were required because of the staff
complement which was higher than anticipated and staff reductions were
not realized as quickly as projected due to the higher than normal
level of services being maintained during the Winter operations, the
snowclearing. Additional funds of $2 million were required for a
subdivision (transportation development - bREE - capitallas a result

of one. - A number 6f new projects were added to this vote as a result

- of an amendment signed in July to the 1976-1977 Canada-Newfoundland

Subsidiary Agreement on Highway$, i.e.,additional funding for the
Burgeo Road, the Bonavista North Loop Road and the Northern Peninsula
Highway.

It would be imprudent,indeed ~we cannot put in our budget
for T-and C, we cannof anticipate that the Government of Canada is
going to accept any new DREE brojects and these negotiations go on
and there is a subsidiary agreement signed each year.

MR. NEARY:  But you get your money back?
MR.- HICKMAN:  No, no. It is still either seventy-five /twenty-five
or fifty-fifty but there is pfovincia]. funding goes in. - We get

some of it back, yes, a dreat deal of it,but we cannot show it in the
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MR. HICKMAN:
budgetary process unless the agreement is signed, sealed and de]iyered
at the time and in this case - pardon?f v
MR. ﬁxggoUT; . ., You did it on the Trans-Canada Highway.
MR. HICKMAN:  Ah,but we had it:signed before the budget cam e down.
MR. RIDEQUT: Is that true?
MR. HICKMAN: Yes. When [ say siéned,we certainly had letters of
commitment. '
MRf‘RIDEOUT: Had it initialed or something?
MR. HICKMAM:  Yes.

3

MR. _NEARY: We had a conflict going on between two minister at the
time, did we not? »

MR. H}CKMAN: Yes. The other reason for it was fhat again there
were extremely good Fall weather conditions in October and November
of that year aﬁd this enabled contractors to achieve the departmental
expectations on the length of time that they could work. That is
where all of the money went.

On the other question by the hon. gentleman,
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1R. HICKMAN: I did answer it here in Committee this

week. I have not got anybody outside right now, but it -

AHR. NEARY : Do you remember what the amount is?

IR. AICKMAN: ' " N¥o, 1 do not.

P. NEARY: dan you get it Zor me before the day is over?
IR CHICKMAN ¢ I will try. '

IR, NEAg{ﬁ As léng as the hon. gentleman:gives me

Lis undertaking he will get it for me, okay,we will let her go.

MR. HICKUAN: There is a question here, now, this is

a couple of months old, 'exchange losses on interest of $15 million and
loss of redemption of $9 million - that would te $26 million - will be

offset by a $6 million gain expected in Euro - which was realized in the
Euro-U.S. issue'. So,.we are going to lose.- there is no question about

it - we are going to lose somewhere between ten and twenty rmillior dollars -

MR. NEARY: . . : A year?
MR. HICKMAN: Wwell, in redemption and interest this

year unless the Canadian dollar fluctuates, or improves, but you cannot
just tell because there is no way of knowing what it is going to.be for
instance when a Swiss loan

}R. NEARY: Does that mean we are going to have a
dzficit this year?

HR. HICKMAN: Mo, it does not. HNor did we have

a deficit last year. I am pleased.tdyannounce, if the hon. gentleman
were to recallsthat last year toward the end of the fiscal year -

MR. NEARY: . You mean despite the fact that we are
going to Lave to pay out an extra $i0 million because of the devaluation

o the Canadian dollar, we are going to have a surplus?

MR. MICKMAN: I would hope. ' =
MR. NEARY: You would hope, but the Minister is B

not sure at this stage.
MR. HICKMAN: ) I cannot be. Let me remind N
this Committee as to how things operate. Last January

there was an indication based on the best advice cne could get at that
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MR. HICIUIAN: time that because the Government of

“Canada had changed some of the equalizationA payments, which reduced ours

by about $15 million or thereabouts, that we anticipated a deficit on
current aacount of about $2 million.  In fact, the hon. gentleman ecriticlized

no for it -

‘MR. NEARY: . Well, if we show a defiecit this year,

Standard and Poor and Yoody's are going to be on the Minister's back, I

¢can- you that. - : : -

MR, HICKMAN: - and called for my resignation, I think.

MR. NEARY: o Yes.

MR. HICKMAN: I had only been in there one day!

MR. NEARY: And if you have a deficit ‘two years )

running, you are in serious trouble., The Minister knows that.

MR. HICKMAMN: . But may Iy I am sure to the delight of

every hon. bgenCleman in this Committee, advise the Committee there was

no deficit last year when we finally closed the books, the accounts of the

Province -
¥R. KEARY: Where did you get the extra money?
MR. HICKMAN: - pecause betieen January and the end. of the

year sales in this Province picked up and income picked up -

MR. NEARY: Well, how are we doing this year?
YR, HICKMAN: : - and we have got very careful - so far this

vear we seem to be alright.

¥R. HICKMAN: "We seem to be' do mot use

wishy-washy words. Are we alright or are we not?

MR. HICKMAN: We are alright noQ. We are alright now!

IR. JEARY: Ve are in the black right now?

}R. HICKIAN: Oh, yes. HNo probleﬁ at all right now. -
MR, NEARY: . And are ve going to have a surplus or a

deficit at the end of the year? ' .
MR. HICKIAN: ‘ ‘ T would be very disaprointed if we did
not have a survlus, 2ut I am not going to - there is no way that I can -
predict, Mr. Chalrman, any more than anyone else today in Canada can

predict as to what January, February and March of next year holds in store.
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!R. NEARY: . Ckay, so if ve have a bad January,
Tebruary and March, we ‘are likely to have a deficit and that 'is going
to be devastating on' the credit of the Province.

IR, HICKMAN : ’ ‘T would strengly urge the hon. membér
for Lapoile not to get his hopes up. He may be disappointed again mext

year. we may again have a surplus.

YR. NEARY: But we did not have a surplus iast year.
MR. HICKMAN: But we did Lave a suzplgs last year.
IR. NEARY: We had a deficit last year -
- IR, HICKMAN: No, sir.
MR. NEARY: ‘ ) - and ve cannot afford to have a deficit

two years running.

1R. HICKMAN: ) ’ Ve did notr have a deficit last year. This
Province had a surplus, I repeat, a éurplus at the end of the fiscal
year,

FR. NEARY: Well, then you must be'juggling the tooks
if you did.

PR, HICKMAN: . No, no juggling the books.

MR. MEARY: | . We will see, we will see.

IR. HICKMAN: . . There are certain things -

R. NEARY: Ve will see. Does the hon. gentleman
want to lay a bet on the taple? ‘

MR.. HICKMAN : No, I' will give you one bit. of advice,
that in the first six months of this year the retail sales in NewfourLd-
land vere further ahead of the Canadian average than any other Canacdizcm
provihce.

MR, UEARY: . . Thanks to Ottawa. Thanks to the money

coring in here from Ottawa.

PR, HICKAN: ) No.
rR. DOODY: . ) . Otto Lang came down and made a purchase

‘dowa at the Rotary Club.

On motion resolution carried.
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4 bill, "Aa Act for Granting to Her Majesty Certzin Sums of “oney for

Defraying Certain Expenses of the Public Service fer the Firancial Year

'Ending'the Thirty;First_Day of March Cne Thousand iine Hundred and

Seventy-Eight and for Other Purposes Relating to the Public Service."
(3111 33)
On motion, clauses 1 and 2, ~carried.

Motion, that the Committee report

having passed the rasolution without amendment, carried.

On motion, that the Committee rise,
report progress and ask leave to sit again, ¥r. Speaker returned to the

Chair.
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' MR. SPEAKER: : The hon. Chairman of Committees.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Mr. Speaker, the Committee of

the Whole have cohsidered the matters to them referred
and have directed me to report it has adopted certain
resolutions and billé consequent thereto and recommend
that said bills be introduced to give effect to the same, °
all without amendment.
' On motién the following bills

were read a first,-second'and third time ordered passed
and their titles be as.on the Order Paper.
' A bill, "An Act Further To
Amend The Loan And Guarantee Act, 1957." (Bill No. 49).

A bill, "An Act To Amend The
Local Authority Guarantee Act, 1957." (Bill No. 48).

A bill, "An Act For Granting
To Her Majesty Certain Sums Of-Money’For'Defraying Certain
Expenses Of The Public Service»for The Financial Year
Ending The Thirty-First Day Of Mafch One Thousand Nine
Hundred And Seventy-Eight And For Other Purposes Relating
To The Public Service." (Bill No. 33).
MR. HICKMAN: We will st;rt to work backwards.
Order 47, Bill No. 94.

Motion, second reading of a bill,
"An Act To Amend ‘The Brinco Limited (Labrador Agreement)
Act, 1974." (Bill No. 94). _
MR. SPEAKER: _ The hon. the Minister of Mines~
and Energy. '
MR. PECKFORD: : - Mr. Speaker, here is the
explanation as-givén to ﬁe by the Department of Justice
for Bill No. 94, "An Act To Amend The Brinco Limited Act."
It has to deal with Brinco not being able to pay itéelf
some money on its shares. Under Newfoun@land law .a company
cannot buy its own shares. The above act, or the act here
before us now -~ is that right?

MR. HICKMAN: You had better read it.
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.MR. PECKFORD : fhe act éreated an obligation
on Brinco to-buy its shares from those sharéholderé who
wanted fo.get out of Brinco coﬁsequent upon the sale to
government of CFLCo. Theréfore, the above act conferred

a right on the company
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MR. PECKFORD:
to buy its own shares but omitted to state what would
happen to the dividends or benefits flowing from these.
shares. When Brinco declares a dividend on all its
shareé. some of the dividends go to the declarer, that
is,Brinco. Thus monies are hanging in limbo Secause
there is no way by which these monies can get out to
the shareholders who are members of the publie. The N
. purpose of this bill is to create the shares so purchased
as a separate class of shares as long as they are held
by Brinco, agd'that from the date of the original Act,
the holder of .these Class A shares would not get any
dividends or benefits. Thus the door is open to enable
Brinco to declare dividends or benefits to its cémmon
shafeﬁolders without giving :é»itself these benefitsi'
And that is the purpose of the amendment before us

presently.

MR, SIMMONS: Mr. Speaker, the member for

Green Bay (Mr. Pegkford) and I have several things in

common; one of them was just demonstrated then, fhatvwe

both totally do not understand the ramifications of this

piece of legislation.
‘I wonder now that we have gone

through the mechanics of having the minister open the

debate so he can close 4it, would the Minister of Justice

get up and answer a few of the questions that the minister

raised? In his initial statement, almost his first or second

sentence, he made some reference to Newfoundland law and

its restriction on companies puréhasing their owﬁ sh;res, .

I think, was the term he used.. Now why a company would

want to purchase its own shares I do not know, but again =

that is part of my lack of upderstanding of the subject.

But I wonder would the Minister of Justice just take us
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MR. SIMMONS: through in somewhat elementary
fashion for us laymen the explanation of why this is

necessary. Now we have listened with interest to what the
minister has read, but as he, himself has admitted, he read

’

it, and I gather it 1is a fairly complicated thing, but would
the Mini;ter of Justice just indicate to us,first of "all,
What is the spirit behind the initial legislation which this
is‘getcing around, the legislation that debars a company
from ﬁarticipating in this way, buying and éelliﬁg shares

and so om, and then why this particular piece of legislation

is necessary now to get atround {1t?

MR. SPEAKER: . The hon. the Minister of Justice.
MR. HICKMAN: Mr. Speaker, under the Newfoundlard

Companies Act '- and this 1s peculiar to Newfpundland - a
company 1s not allowed to buy its own shares. Most other
Canadian provinces make this provision, and in the White Paper
that was made public by me here some months ago, that course
of action for the New Coﬁpanies Act 1is récommended. The
Canadian Companies Act coﬁtains this provisibn as well.:

MR. SIMMONS : ‘ (Inaudible) White
Paper proposiné that we élign ourselves with the practice

elsewhere in Canada?

MR. HICKMAN: . Yes, that is right. ;
MR. SIMMONS: ) Okay. .
MR. HICKMAN: But when the Brinco Act went

through it was felt that there were a lot of small shéreholdets
throughout Canada who had bought shares in Brinco simply .

because they owned Churchill Falls, CFLCo, that was their

big asset.
MR. SIMMONS: Yes.
MR. HICKMAN: So they said, 'These people may

no longer want to continue on as shareholders. So there

was a commitment given by Brinco that they would offer ‘to
buy the shares of any of their shareholders themselves -~

in other words, they were buying their own shares.

MR. SIMMONS: Yes.
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'MR. HICKMAN: : ‘And the Act provided for 1it.
Many shareholders availed of 1t, but a lot did not and
that was their prerogative. I have forgottén what the
price was but I think it was congiderably above the
market price that thgy offered, but a lot held on.

And this came to our attention only about a week ago.
Brinco has on hand some capital surplus which,if they
distributed it in accordance with normal compaﬁy practice
and under the provisions of the existing Act, at some.
time 1in the‘fucure'— but they may never want to do it -
they would be beneficiéries themsereé and this would
attract a tax under the Canadian corporation tax. And
the Canadian Corporation Tax Act has been repealéd to
become effective on December 31lst fhis year, and if this
is not through now-which will prohibit Brinco from
taking advantage of it - then also any benefit which
accrues to the other shareholders will be taxable. And

this is done to protect the outgide people,A
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MR. HICKMAN: ,

not to protect Brinco. The wording of this particular bill was worked
out as a result of neéotiations bgtween the federal and provincial
Deputy Ministers of Finance and Stype and Elliot who‘aré supposed to
be Canada's leading tax lawyers. But what it is prepare& to do, what
it is aiming to do and what it must do if these people who still

hung onto shares in Brinco, the man in the street, if they are not to
be taxed unnecessarily this has to be through before the end of‘the
year. To,do'fhat you have got to prohibit Brinco,and all the wording
and the jargon that is the hallmark of.tax lawyers ends up- accomplishing
that very desirable little end. . .
MR. NEARY: Look at the Minister of Mines and Energy

making a fool of himself.

MR. DOODY: They are not allowed to pay dividends ‘on the shares

they receive. ‘

On motion a bill, "An Act To Amend The Brinco Limited
(Labrador Agreements) Act, 1974," read a second time, ordered
referred to a Committee of the Whole House presently by Teave.

(Bi11 No. 94)
MR. HICKMAN:  Order 46, Bill No. 93.

' Motion second reading of a bill, "An Act To Amend The Public
Utilities Act.f (Bi11 No. 93)
MR. SPEAKER: The hon. Minister of Justice.
MR. HICKMAN:  Mr. Speaker, this is a very simple provisjon which
will provide a public utility sha]?lnot proceed with the construction,
. purchase or lease of improvements or addition to its property worth in
access of $50,000 wfthout the approval of the board. The only difference
between the law now and then is to add the word 'lease' to it.

, Now I can see anlhon. gentleman opposite
getting up and saying, why did they not put in lease instead of writing
it all out again but anyway that .is the way it is done.

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. member for Burgeo-Bay d'Espoir.
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MR. SIMMONS: Mr. Speaker, as I understand it then the Newfoundland
Telephone Company,for exampie,would have to seek approval of the
board and does under existing legislation for jts new exchange in a
given community, The board regularly has to sit on the matter
and give its approval. Is that_What the act-éays?

The matter which I want to raise may - I will have to
pursue it another way,really. Under the provision of 3 as it would
be amended, construction, purchase or Tease of improvements or additions
to its property, would property - could the minister help me on this
one - would property of ‘the utility be construed as to include transmission
lines,for example?
MR. HICKMAN: I-am sure that would be a work w{thin the definition
of the act.
MR. SIMMONS: This .may not be the appropriate place
but I will unload my concerns very quickly and if this is not the
appropriate place we can do it in the appropriate place-if somebody
will tell me where it is. The utilities, to wit the electrical and
telephone companies,have,it seems to me,too much license in the matter
of locating transmission lines. I know they get an easement signed
the owner. The easement has got a fair amount of flexibility in
it as to the actual location on the property of the trénsmission
Tine and it creates a lot of problems for the individual property.
owner, the‘private citizen,if you likesbut also for organizations.
~ And the one I think of right now,and I use it as an example because
I am sure other members have similiar examples in their own districts,
in the community of Mi]itown thée Anglican Church has acquired a piece
of property -across which there is a transmission line. The easement
had been agreed to by the previous owner. Now the Anglican Church
is putting up a very beautiful building.Indeed the.roof trusses were
stuck a week ago and it is obviously going to be quite an attractive

faci]ity-excépt for one thing,
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MR. SIMMONS: : There are about 25,000 lines,
as it were, running right across thelfront profile of
the building,within five or six feet of the building.
The church has gone to Hydro and said, "Would you move it?"
And H}dro‘has said, "éure, we will move it for a price."
And. the price is somewhere around $5,000 or $6,000. ‘And
while the congregation would like to have the lines moved
they cannot be so concerned with aesthetics as to lay out
$5,000 or $6,000. i
Now, you check the easeqent
and the question comes up, who gave Hydro the authority
to put the transmission ;ine in that particular place?
When you check the easement you find that Hydro had a
fairly blank authority under the easement to put the line
just about anywhere across that property, and chose to put
it in that particular place, actually about 200 feet from
the centre of the highway,which would be the Bay d4'Espoir
Highway. Anybody in his right mind, had he in mind any
concern about the fufure uée of the property, would have
realized that a point 200 feet from the centre of the centre
of the road would just be about at the front of any
building that might go on the property, if you follow me.
What I am saying, in effect, is thgt if the line had been
put another 100 feet back it would wind up at’ the rear of
any property fronting on the highway. Instead of that
somebody in his wisdom or otherwise, in Hydro, elected to
have the power line put down within abdu; 150 or 200 feet
from the centre of tﬁe road and it is going to obstruct
the view somewhat, certainly subtract . from the aesthetics
of not only the church property, but any other business that
locates along that highway.

. . As I say, this is probably not
the -place to raise it, but I would hope that there would be
some more restriction on these utilities. The& have

cerred themselves in law. They have all the legalities
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MR. SIMMONS: _ down pat. One of the
problems‘%ith the easement is that it is too open to
loopholes and the company, the utility,tends to take
advantage of it.

Again, to be fair, the
utilities have a particular interest in mind, namely,
to install these transmission lines at the lowest
possible cost. But I would hope that theré would be a
constraint on them, perhaps it is the board that could
exercise this restraint, and perhaps you would. need new

legislation for it, I do not know, but the board ought

g

to be able to exercise a constraint ‘on these utilities
which place these transmission lines without any thought
as to possible interference with the location of future

assets and buildings of property owners.

MR. HICKMAN: Mr. Speaker.
MR. SPEAKER: The hon. Minister.
MR. HICKMAN: This bill does not deal with

the issue raised by the hon. gentleman from Burged - Bay 4'
Espoir. As I understand-it, in this particular.case the
Anglicaﬁ Church purchased this lﬁnd after the easement had
been signed. Well, you know, I think that Hydro and the
Newfoundlénd Light and Power gq_dut and negotiate with a
prbperty owner. There is a right under our Expropriation
Act, I think, that if you are building a tranémission line,
say, 100 miles, one person coula not hold it ‘up.

MR. SIMMONS: Oh, no, and no argument.

MR. HICKMAN: But the Board of Commissioners
of Public Utilities, their responsibility is simply to
satisfy themselves that the expenditure of building a new :
transmission line from Milltown to St. Alban's is warranted.
They do not have jurisdiction over the route of that, thét s
is done by negotiation, preferably, énd in this particular

case, I gueés the'old doctrine .of caveat emptor prevails.

MR. SIMMONS: Who is she?
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MR. HICKMAN: Buyer beware!
MR. SIMMONS: ' Yes.
MR. HICKMAN: I move second reading.

On motion, a bill, "An Act
To Amend The Public Utilities Act,” (Bill No. 93), read
a second time, oidéred referred to a Committee of the
: 1
Whole House presently, by leave.
MR. HICKMAN: order 45, Bill No. 91.
' Motion, second reading of a

bill, "An Act To Amend The Memorial University Act."

MR. -SPEAKER: ' The hon. the Minister of -z
Education.
MR. HOUSE: Mr. Speaker,Athis<is a very

simple amendment -~ it is important for the students of the
university - but it is an amendment to allow for the
appointment of two students to the Board of Regents of the
University. This came, pretty well,at the request of the
students last year. 1, gives the permission to appoint
and then, of. course, 2 and 3 set out the regulations
governing the positions in which a student can act on the
Board of Regents.

MR. SPEAKER: - The hon. the member for LaPoile.
MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, I want to
congratulate the hon. gentleman, Sir, for introducing this
piece of legislation to make provision for two students on

the Board of Regents at Memorial University.
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MR. SIMMONS: The first bit of leadership
he has shown.
MR. NEARY: Well, it is. As I‘have
said so often in this House,.when we see something that
we think that is worthwhile and good legislation, then
we are the first to compliment and commend the ministers
or the government, especially the minister who brings in
.a good measure.

In this particular instance,
Sir, we think this is a worthwhile and a valuable and a
good piece of legislation and we are all for it. We
have no hesitation at ali in voting in favour of this
piece of legislation and we congratulate ﬁhe minister,
Sir, for acting swiftly on the recommendation of the
étqdent Union to put two students on the Board of Regents
at Memorial University. Now, Sir, having said that I
hope that the students who will be selected to go on the
Board of Regents are the kind of Newfoundlanders who
believe in reform, and that they will see to it, Sir,
these students, about the only hope we have left - not even
members of this House, not even Your Honour, the ministers,
the Premier, can get the university to publish its budget
so that the people of this Province can scrutinize the
budget of the university to see how our $35 million oxr
‘536 million is being spent over there at Memorial. Is
it being squandered and wasted? Is it being invested
properly? - It is a huge amount of money, Sir, that we are
putting every year:.into that university and we cannot,
except,forVgeneralizations, we cannot find out how’ the
univeristy spends that money and our 6n1y hope now is
these two students. If there is one message I can get
through in endorsing this bill, it is that these two
students would believe in reform and believe in eliminating
extravagance and waste and open up the university, open her

up, let a breath of fresh air blow into it so that people
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MR. NEARY: | can have a look at it,

tell us all about the medical school and tell us' about
the Health Sciences Complex, and tell us about all the
trips and all the jetting around that professors and
associate professorsldo and all the other foolish

things that they do over thére to waste the taxpayers'
money, These two students,I hope the Student |

Union will have sqme'input into who these two students -
are going to be and when they get in there that they will
shake her up, that they will take these o0ld cronieé and ‘
these old codgers that have been .put on that Board of
Regents, political appointees down through the years, -

shake her up, put some life in the university.

MR. DOODY: You are asking a lot of two
students.
MR. NEARY: I know I am asking a lot of

two students, but I have gréat faith in the students, Sir,
and I am sure that our students can do it if they have a
chance.

MR. RIDEOUT: - There is something you forgot .

to mention 'Steve', the Premier's buddies over there.

‘MR. NEARY: - And, Mr. Speaker, I know that

in the selection of the students that the minister would not

dare allow politics to enter into it. I hope that if there

is indeed, and I doubt if it survived, a P.C. Party on

 6ampgs:at the university, I doubt if it survived over the

last three or four years, but I hope that these appointments
will be wide open, no favouritism, the Student UnionAwill
have input and that we will get two Newfoundlanders, two
young Newfoundlanders attending the university who will

rock her, who will go in and make Doctor Fred look like. -
MR. DOODY: . What is wrong with poor

Doctor Fred?

MR. NEARY: ' Dr. Fred! Just imagine,

Doctor! Doctor! The capitalistic - it would almost make
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MR. NEARY: you puke on the floor,
Sir, when yéu think of it. Doctorl' Doctor, 6h doctor,
or dear Doctor John, ripping the people off with cérs
in. this Province right, left and centre, getting the

tug contract down at Come by Chance through the back

door.
MR. DOODY: . o Typical. of -
MR. NEARY: I debated with that gentleman

on television and if anybody should get a doctorate, it .
should be me. I should get the honourary degree for

exposing -

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!
MR. NEARY: . - for exposiﬁg'thé price

fixing. That was the gentleman - what was it? - high-

grading. He did not know what high-grading was. Now,

"all"df a sudden he gets his honourary degree, he

is a doctor. Well, I hope thaﬁ we get two studenté in
there who will make him earn his doctorate. Let him earn
it and get two students in there who Qill éhake'her up a
bit, put a bit of life in her, get the university back

on the rails because it has gotten off the £ails, get

the right things taught at that university, keep our
young éraduates of the medical school. in Newfoundland and

in Canada, not
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) export them down into the United States.
That is the sort of thing the Board of Regents should be doing, not just

rubber stémping everything. And I am sure my hon. friend ~ why does

not my hon. friend get u§ and joiﬁ with me -

MR. DOODY: " I do not need (inaudible)
MR. S. NEARY: No, neither .the hon. gentleman nor myself

will ever get an honourary'degree at that university because we have
criticised it too much. I do not know about my hon. friend. I am sure

if my hon. friend was not a minister and was sitting over here -

MR. DOODY: Then I would be (inaudible) R
MR. S. NEARY: ~ that the hon. gentleman would be up

on his feet decrying the fact that this university Qill not even allow
the House of Assembly to have its budget to go over it with a
fine-toothed comb. Feeble excuses! And so this is a good move and

I really am glad of it. I feel jubilant today, Sir, over the fact
that we are going to have two students appointed to the Board of
Regents that may bring a breath of fresh air into that university.

At least I hope so, Sir;

MR. SPEAKER: Hon. member.
MR. STMMONS: ~ Just a word or two, Mr. Speaker, I did not

get from my colleague's remarks whether or not the PC organization had

survived at the university or not.

MR. S. NEARY: I.do not think so.

MR. SIMMONS: . There is some question In his mind there.
MR, HOUSE: : There are two.

MR. SIMMONS: - Two organizations? That is like in most

districts of this Provincg where' there is one Tory érganiza;ion there are . -
two, one trying to replace the other, except in Deer Lake, I say to the

minister, there is neither. His organiiation is - I hope the one at : .
the university is more healthy than the one in Deer Lake. Over there

during the by-election they were falling like ten pins. . -

MR. WHITE: We fixed that one.'
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MR. SIMMONS: . . They . were coming.-all the time

éalking to me wanting to be part of the Liberal camps including
his manager in the last electiongsas a matter of :-factyand
includiﬁg-his workers oug'in Corqack. That is another story
Mr. Spéaker, .

Mr. Speaker,this bit of legislation

- here: First of all I too would like to congratulacé the minister

for showing this bit of a brilliant stroke of leadership and
he is kind -ofAshowing'his true ability in the education business,
He has been kind of hamstrung these past few years because he
has had to.be concerned about political considerations,but

when he behaves as an educator he does a good job.  And he has
done a good job here to a degree. Now, Mr. Speaker, the spirit
of Bill 93 is good and it is that we congratulate him on-or Bill
91,I believe. The spirit of the legislation is good. There is

a couple things wrong with it, Mr. Speaker, if you look at the
detail and I will mention it here.lt has to do with a particular
clause but I believe it relates totthg principle of the bill
neverthelessl You see, Mr. Speaker,we should keep in mind that
any university b; 1ts very nature is a ver§ undemocratic sort of
structure. It has a highly centralized administration. The real

decisions that are made at the university depend:.on the style

and the bent and-the whim,sometimes,of the chief administrator,

the president of that university.And these comments are particularly
true of our.own university, Memorial University, again because

of the highly centralized nature of the administration which has
been established under the current presideﬁt. Indeed in some
raspects Memorialywhile being the school from which I graduated

some years ago and one which I have some fond things to say about, is

at the same. time perhaps one of the worst examples of imbreeding

that one could imagine and more could be said about that at the

‘appropriate time. But the point I want to make on this bill now

is in relation to the method of appointment of these two students.
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MR. SIMMONS: The provision in the bill is
they would be appointed by the Lieutenant-Governor in Councilk
by government-ﬁpon the joint recommendation of the student's
union, the CSU,and the officer gé the university designated

as being reéponsible.for student affairs.-
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MR. SIMMONS: . Now what that provision says

in effect is. that there has to be concurrence, there has to be
agreement by the C.S.U., on one haild and an officer of the
university on the other hand, 35 one could ;aise the question,
what if there is not agreement? To but it another way, can
the two choices of the C.5.U. ever be apﬁointed to this Board

of Regents if the officer representing the university objects?

 And the answer is no, If the officer of the university has an

instruction from the:” president of the university as to whom
he does not want on that board, that student does not get on ' -
the board; it is that simple. The provision of two students
on the Board oflggggngg is a good provisionsbut 1 suggest, Mr.
Sveaker, it is being totally undermined by the method of
appointment and the students who will go on that board will
not be as such the choice of the C.S.U. so much as they will
be the compromise choice of the C.S.U. If you are sitting on
the C.S.U. at the universityyyou will have to keep in mind

the _criteria for selection of the two students to go on the
board have to take into account his acceptability

to the administration,an& that is the key indicimentin this

particular provision. These students will have to be con-

sidered to be acceptable to the administration. I would hope

that a C.S.U. representing the student body of the university,

elected by the student body, a group of young adult Newfound=-

landers, could be trusted by the government in this day and

age to choose wisely, That obviously is not the case. They :

have built in a veto pouwer for the president, they have built

into this provision, Mr. Speaker, a veto power for an officer =

vho,of course, will act on the instructions of the president

of the university and if the president does not like these
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MR. STMMONS: students . I do not mean

does not like,I strike that = if the president does not find

these students acceptable or does not feel they will reflect

on the board the.édmihistratioh'tpoint of view, he has the

clear option to pass the word to the officer of the university,

vho is lialsing with the C.S.U., to pass the word that certaiﬁ candidates or
would-be candidates for these positions would not be acceptable .
to him, as president, or to the administration of the uni@ersity.

Now, Mr. Speaker, we support the principle of this, we support'

the spirit of it,but I find it passing strange that there is»f" : =
built into the bill  a veto power for the president.as\to‘who 7

could be appointed under this provision. . ’

MR. SPEAKER: - If the hon. member speaks now

he closes the debate. The hon. Minister of Education.

MR. HOUSE: ' Mr. Speaker, I thank the gentle-

_ men of the Opposition, for their positive remarks. As set

out in : Section 23 it states that the Lieutenant-Govermor in
Council ﬁ?;lém,appoint two full-time students and of course in
make regulations governing what the qualifications of the

students should be academically and I think the hon. member

- for Burgeo-Bay d'Espoir (Mr. Simmons) will recall’that even

back in the days?ﬁéﬂ'he was going to university, even to be

a member of the council there were certain qualifications,you

had to keep up an academic standingsand I think this is one

of tﬁe reésons why - ‘

MR, STMMONS: But they did not have to be .
approved by the president.

R. HOUSE: : Well it was the academic standing :

Right now this would be presumably the Dean of Man who would
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MR. HOUSE: - ) are readinga lot into it when we
say that the presfdent will have a veto power. I t:hin'é Ehe
legisiation 1is good;‘ two studeﬁts will be recommended by the
student union and,of course I would preéume that the university
designated officer would be looking to see if they make the '
quglificatiogs with regard -to academic standing and so on. I.

could not-see that as being an i{nhibiting factor, I believe

that the students at Memorial
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MR. HOUSE: - - _University on Studeﬁt
Council and Student Centre are going to recommend wé
will do’a good job. I do not see that they have to be
‘refoimers, but we hope that they will have a good input
into the university-. I move second reading.

On motion, a bill, "An Act
To Amend. The Memorial University Act," read a second time,

ordered referred to a Committee of the Whole House presently,

by leave. ’ . ?
MR. HICKMAN: h Order 44,/%111 No. 81.

Motion, second reading of a

i

bill, "An Act To Amend The Social Assistance Act, 1977."

MR. SFEAKER: ) The hon. Minister.
MR. BRETT: Mr. Speaker, this is strictly a

housekeeping bill. The first.amendment simply removes any

specific reference to the term 'common-law union' and the

'second amendment will see that the act will come into
‘effect._ Thg Social Assistéﬁééfhét; ib?faﬁlii'be‘deemed effecfivéth
‘May 1977 rather than July 1977. That sécond,amendment, really,

is to protect the coét~sharing arrangement with the federal
govérnment.. V .

MR. SPEAKER: o ’ The hon. the member for Burgeo -

Bay d'Espoir.

MR. SIMMONS: - -, Would the hon.House Leader, perhaps,

_Sir, in the absence of the Premier, indicate why the former minister

is speaking to this? We have no objection but just

as a matter of ehlightenment»is_there some restructuring

required or is he up just as the sponsor of the change?

Is there any barticular reaéon why my good buddy from ‘ =
Gander 'is not speaking to this matter? Do you need some
legislation to.put into effect the changes announced. by --

the Premier?

MR. PECKFORD: : His name is on the bill.
MR. SIMMONS: Just. because his name is on the

bill. It is as simple as that, is it?
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MR. PECKFORD: Yes.
MR. SIMMONS:. dkay. We were just

worried. I did not want the minister to lose any of his

jobs.
AN HON. MEMBER: - - It is- just for the record.
MR. SIMMONS: He will lost them soon : -

ehough,, the people of Gander tell me. I always look

after his interests when I am not ducking.

MR. RIDEQUT: Mr. Speaker.
MR. SPEAKER: . The hon. member for Baie

Verte -~ White Bay.

MR. RIDEOUT: ) Mr. Speaker, I think the
minister, and I.do not know if he did this deliberately

or not, attempted to gloss over a very dangerous amendment
to the Social Assistance Act in this Province. At the
moment the present law reads, and common-law union is .
defined;:“ The minister is attempting to take that common-
law union definition out of the act altogether and leave
the deéfinition of a family unit to the discretion of a
social worker. Well, the Minister of Justice is shaking.
.his head. "Family means a group of two 6r'more persons
residing together in which a parent or guardian is
recognized by an officer of the department as being
responsible for the care and custody of the children,if ' .
any." So the aiscretion of a common-~law union is now

-left to the hands of the social worker.

MR. BRETT: . It always was.
MR. RIDEOUT: No, it was not always so.

- Before .it was in the act. The relevant provisions it s
said read, In this Act common-law union meant such and

such a thing. ] -~
.MR. HICKMAN: ) ‘May I ask the hon. gentleman what
is a common-law union?

MR. RIDEOUT: It was defineé in the act

before but now it "is taken out and left to the complete
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MR. RIDEQUT: ' discretion of a social

worker. ' )
. MR. HICKMAN : - The’ words are -

MR. RIDEOUT: Let'me finish. What I am

worried about is thig, I have seen instances in my'district,
and other members may well have seen the same circumstances,
where social workers have been rather reluctan£ to grant
social assistance to people living in a coﬁmon—law'
situation. They have been reluctant to do so, there is no

doubt about that, I have seen it.

MR. FLIGHT: They denied it.

4

MR. RIDEQUT: =~ They totally denied it in
some cases. Now before the law waé there, they had to do
it. There may have been some questions that had to be
answered, and I am not arguin§ against that, but now under
this particulﬁr provision the definition is no longer
there and whether those people ére living tdgether in a
common-law union or not, if the social worker  does not
agree, it is up to his discretion to deny social assistance
to those people. " Mr. Speaker, I think the amendment is
dangerous. I think there ought to be some more specific
terms,in:terms of legislation, nailed down in-this provision.
We have in all professions,
Mr. Speaker, those people, I do not know what the correct
term is, but there are bad épples in every group, let me
put it that way, there are bad apples in the law profession,
in the teaching profession, in All professions and sometimes

that is reflected in the
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MR. RIDEOQUT: ' discretionary decisions that
those peoplevmake; ﬁow, here we are providing some of
those people with a very dangerous weapon to be used, or
could be used, against people in this Province who

decide for their own.reasons, whdtever they are, and I

am not about to question them, that they want to live
together in a common-law situation. I would like to

hear more on it from the minister and I will tell him now -
that unless I am satisfied with what he has to say, even
though when he rises again he will be closing the debate,

I am prepared to raise this again in Committee stage.

3!

MR. SPEAKER: If the hon. minister spezks

now he closes the debate. ' '

MR. BRETT: - Mr. Speaker, in answer to

the hon. member's question this particular part of the

act was included about two yearg ago. Prior to that there

was no specific reference to common-law union as such.

You would look at a group of two or more and if there>was

a breadwinner or somebody, then they were considered a

family. We found that having this in the:act really,

you know,.thefe was really no need of it. And the

criterié to assist a group or family - what we are saying

now is, we do not have to say that they are living

common-law, that is pot important,. it does not matter, If

there is'a group of two or more, say a man and woman and .
-children, then we will look on them as a family, Why say

they are living common-law or whatever? And whether or not

they are assisted will have no bearing on whether they are

living common-law. If there is a group and the head of : “s
that family ié'earning, has soﬁe income, that is what the

decision will be based on, not whether or not they are -~
lliying common-law. So, it does not change the criteria
for giving a group or a family social assistance, it has
no bearing at allANIj is juét that there is no need of it
in the act, we do not need it tﬁere, we do not need it,

the department does not need it to establish criteria for
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MR. BRETT: ) assisting a family.
"AN HON. MEMBER: ‘It just puts a label there

that is not -

MR. - BRETT: Well, there is a stigma
attached to it too ahd social workers found themselves

in an awful position when trying to piove whether or not
the;eris a common-law-unioﬁ. And I.do not have to tell

the hon. member some of the embarrassiné experiences

both by the ;Lcial wbrkers.andehateVer groups.might-be
involved. So really, it is purely housekeeping and will have
no beéring on whether somebody gets help or not. Mr.
Speaker, I move second reading.

on motion, a 'bill, "An Act
To Amend The Social Assistance Act, 1977," read a second
time, ordered referred to a Committee of the Whole House
preseﬁtl&, by leave.

MR. HICKMAN: ‘ Order 43, Bill No. 72.

Motion, second reading of a
bill, "An Act To Revise The Newfoundland Architects Act."

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. the ﬁinister of Justice.
MR. HICKMAN: ] Mr. Speaker, I will not delay
the House on this. This simply replaces the existing
Arcbitects Act and I move second reading.

On motion, a bill, "aAn Act
To Revise The Newfoundland Architects Act,” read a second
'time,-ordered referred to a Committee of the Whole House
presently, by leave.

MR. HICKMAN: Order 42, Bill No. 88.

Motion, second reading of a
bill, "An Act Respecting The Newfoundland And Labrador Hydro
Act, 1975, The Electrical Power Control Act, The Newfoundland
And Labrador Hydro (Loan And Guaranteeé Limitation) Act, 1975,
Tﬁe Newfoundland And Labrador Rural Elecfricity Act, And The -
British Newfoundland Corporation Limited (Lower Churchill

River Lease) Act, 1966.67." (Bill No. 88).
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.

MR. NEARY: Some fancy footwork:-there.

MR. SPEAKER: The hon.: the Minister of Mines
and Energy.

MR. PECKFORD: _ Mr. Speiker, it give me

great pleasure to introduce -

MR. NEARY: The Hinds Lake project.
MR. PECKFORD: © . Yes, right, partly.

- to introduce this bill No.
88 which, as Your Honour has just read, involves
amendments to the Newfoundland and Labrador Hydro Act, 1975,
The Eiectrical Power Control Act, the Newfoundland And v
Labrador.Hydro (Loan And Guérqﬁtee Limitation) Act, the
Newfoundland and Labrador Rural Electricify Act, and the
ABritish Newfoundland Corporation Limited'(Lower Chqfchill
River Lease) Act.so this bill does at least six things
by way of amendment to six different acts already passed
by this hon: House.
So I will go through them, Mr.
Speaker, as they éppear in the act and try to give as clear
an explanation on each of the amendments as I can, and then

undoubtedly there will be questions concerning it.

AN HON. MEMBER: I hope the minister will do better

than he did'onAthe Brinco' amendments.

MR. PECKFORD: ' Yes. I am not a lawyer nor -

am I a financier and,therefore, for that I make no apologies.
The first major amendment:here,

Mr. Speaker, has to do with the request by the Hydro Corporation

to -ask its customers for forecasts of its power supply over a

given period of time.
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YR. PECKFORD:

In other words, Newfﬁundland and Labrador u&dro in trying to determine
what the demand load will be at any given gime in the future could ask
some of its major customérs for their forecasts. For example, hopefulfy
in a little while now Labrador Linerboard complex will be.starting again.
It is a fairly major induscr;al enterprise in the Province. It will be
very important for Hydro to know, since it is going to beAthe supplier
of the power, jﬁst what the projected amount of power that industrial
complex will use over a given period of time; and, of course, the rates
to be established will be the going rates of .the day. It will not

be any ERCO's or whate#er involved here, you can ‘e sure of that. So,
many of the major industries, large consuming industries of power, will
be now under this mmendment - the-first one here - and will be asked for
_some twenty-year forecastsy up to twenty years.‘ Thet is extremely
necessary because when you are into a project planning situationm,
Neﬁfoundland and Labrador Hydfé fas to know what kind of forécas:,

what kind of demand load it is looking at for in '82 or in 'C3, because’
it has to now give projectirelease to a Hind's Lake or next year to

. an Upper Salmcn on the basis of what it thinks will be the demand load
in’ 1983 dnd'84. And if they are wrong, of course, there will be a .
fairly large cutcry that we expended thirty million or forty million

or fifty million or whatever dollars to bring on-a project a lot

earlier than we nceded to and therefore tied up the credit of the
Province unnecessarily in that given fiscal year. So, it iz a=xtremely
important, aixd I think nmalkes a lot of good sense. in allowing for that
to nappen. That is the first major amendment in the B1ill 38,

lr. Speaker.

The second oné is omne that, I suppose,
we could detate a long while and it is the loan limitation situation with
Newfcundland and Labrador Hydro, that this House willlgive authcrization
to Hewfouﬁdland and Labrador Hydfos authorization or authority to borrow
so much money to carry out its capital projects. In 1575 this 1Ic use

passed a bill‘- a loan limitation bill ~ giving Newfoundlnad and Labrador
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¥R. PECKUORD: . ) Hydro the authority to borrow up to $200
.million.in 1975 - $200 nillion: We are fast approaching our maximum under
tﬂac_loan act and now we need to go ahead and borrow for Hind's Lake and
to.terrow additional monéy to complete the ilolyrood extension ‘and cther
borrowings over the next eight or ten months to allow the corporation to

function, capital projects under PDD and so on, which will have to be.

}R. REARY: Why can-not the Legislature do it?
MR. PECKFOED: ¥r. Speaker, the hon. member for Lapoile

will have his'oppoftunity to speak in this debate. I now have y oppor-

tunity and I would ask for the protection of the Chair for this hon. gentleman

to be quiet while I ccmplete my remarks.
»P.. SPEAKER: - _ Order, please! I uncerstand thé hon.
zinister is exércising his right to be heard in silence.

Hon. minister.
MR. PECKFORD: Mr. Speaker, we are asking here for the
same provisions as we asked in 1975 for the ceiling to be $200 miilion
for Fewfoundland and Labrador dydroy for a new ceiling of $2C0 millien
because it has almost reached the $2C0 million that we have already given
authority for = to use a very poor gramQatical sentence. Yow, Mr. Syeaker,
since the $200 million authority was given in 1275, here is vhat has
wappened. In 1975 Lewfoundland and Labrador Hydro floated a bond of
$25 willion at 10.75 per cent in Europe in Swiss francs. In 1975
floated a bond of $28 million at eight peér cent in Swiss francs in Europe.
In 197 floated a tond of §25 million at 9.75 per cent in U.S. dollars but
in the Zuropear. market. In 1976 it floated a $30 million at 10.25 per cent
Canacisn. In 1977 $30 million at 10 per cent Canadian. In 1977 $35 million

at 10 per cent in 1977 that is Canadian. And in 1978 it floated two bonrcs,
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" MR. PECKFORD:

one of $35 million and one of $40 million. = The.one of $35 million
was for ten and a quarter and the one of $4O million was for ten.
These are both Canadian issues in 1978. If you add those up it
gives you a total - :

MR. NEARY: If you follow that line of reasoning, could the
-government not go out and do the éamé thihg, borrow money for the
next ten years? : -
MR. PECKFORD: ‘That gives you a total of around $248 million.but

some of the borrowing was refinancing which is not included in thé

$200 mi1lioﬁ,which Teaves you with around $163-million borrowed of

the $200 million authority that was given in 1975 leaving a difference
of $37 million left for Newfoundland Hydro under authority of this

House to borrow. .

As you can notice by the issues that I have just given you,

the normal practice now in 1978 for issues for Newfoundland Hydro

are $40 million, $35 million to $40 million. It is felt that there

is absolutely no need to go for Tess than that at any time. Usually

we are going to need the full $40 million. We need to have some
flexibility and someceiling - so that they can go to the market at the
right time. You just cannot call the House at a moment's notice when
you think the market is proper and then call them together in order

to put tﬁrough an authority of $40 m111ion:forvNéwfoun¢1and and Labrador
Hydro. They have to be-able ‘to read the market and to decide upon when
is fhe best time to go to the market. That is usua]]y'the reason

for the ceiling.

We need now, Mr. Speaker, around $75 million for Hinds

Lake and about $30 miltion for Holyroodywhich gives -you éver $100
million already that is needed additional for Newfoundland and
Labrador Hydro to carry out its mandate of bringing on new energy
supplies- to allow us to have some stability in relation to the demand -
into the 1980-1981 per%od. So therefore the second major amendment
deals with a new authority for $200 million for Newfoundland and
Labrador ‘Hydro because it only has $37 million of .its original

$200 million authority left and it needs the additional money for Hinds
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MR. PECKFORD:

Lake and Holyrood and some that is still left there for flexibility

to go to the market when it believes with the Department of Finance,
and always in consultation with the Department of Finance, when it

sees fit and when the market seems to be in good shape for the
corporation and the government to go. So that is fhe second major
amendment to the bi]i, to one of the acts that are mentioned in the
reading of the bill.

A third major amendment, Mr. Speaker, has to deal with

interim increases when Newfoundland.and Labrador Hydro was going ‘to

the Public Utilities Board. Presently Newfoundland Light and Power and
.6ther utilities that come under the Public Uti]fties Board have the
right to make increases to the consumer before the board actually rules
on whether those increases are legitimate or not. So that if
Newfoundland and Labrader Hydro is contemplating increasing to its
customers 5 per cent, say, and it makes an appliication to the Public
Utilities Board,un&er this amendment they want the right to go ahead
aﬁd pass through that 5 per cent in the interim. When the Public
Utilities Board rules on it,if there is any reduction ruled by

Public Utilities Board .less than 5 per cent then the corporation has

to refund. Now Newfoundland Light already has that power uhder the
Public Utilities Act and we are asking here in this amendment to give
Newfoundland and Labrador Hydro the same rights as it goes before the
Public Utilities Board as the private utility,Newfoundland Light,
now.enjoys. So it is just bringing into line uhder the Public Utilities
Act the same kind of privileges and rights that the private utilities
have,which is a normal one. I the increase soﬁght by Newfoundland
and Labrador Hydro turns out to be less after the Board looks at it, and
they have passed through five and the Public Utilities Board only
allows three;then the 2 per ceﬁt has to be refunded to the customers
‘and the refundability provision is a part of the this act and mentioned
in this act.

So nobody loses anything by it but it does allow some

streamlining and some efficient administration to Newfoundland and
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MR. PECKFORD:
Labradpr Hydro in 1ine with .what is now available to fhe private
utilities. '

. We also need, of course, because we are going after a
new $200 million -1imit,the repeai of the old Loan Billwhich would have
to be affected as well and so in the same breath,if you willyor in
the same bill,that we are asking for a newi$200.mi11iqn Timit we
are asking for the repeal of the old act which gave the old authority
of $200 million. So that is just.a housekeeping proposition because
“if the House - ‘
MR. NEARY: That is some housekeeping, $200 million!
MR. PECKFORD: ~ If the House approves a new $200 million Timit,then

the old act approving the original $200 million.
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MR. PECKID&D: ] ' is no lqnger.neceséary.
Another major provision in this Bill is a very important one '
_dealing with‘Che Lower'Churchill Basin. Under one of tﬁe

0ld acts mentioned in the British Newfoundland Corporation
Limited(Lower Churchill River Lease)Act, 1966:67 , under
that bill it gave authority for the government to enter in
to, Mr. Speaker, gave authority for the government to enter
into a lease on.the Lower Churchill Basin with Brinco.
Fortunately, that authority was never éxercised, there was
never any lease signed betweeﬁ the government and Brinco

for the Lower Churchill Basin but the adthority there still
exists for the government of Newfoundland to sigﬁ guch a
lease wuith %tinco under that act. Now that we are considering
a differenf aréangement for the development of the Lower
Churchill Basin than was envisaged in this act, némely an
agreement between Brinco and ghe government of Newfoundland,
to a new corporation soon to-ﬁe established to look at the
Lower Churchill Basin and develop it, it 13 necessary there- .
fore to clear up and to leave no ambig;ity as to title and

as to authority apd as this old Brinco act deals with
authority-given to the government to sign a lease on the
Lower Churchill Basin with Brinco, it is no longer needed

and just a needless -

MR. NEARY: - It is not a commitment.
ﬁR. PECKFORD : No, no, it is just an irr-

elevant and ﬁeedless piéce of legislation left cn the books

. which should be eliminated to totally clear ir everybody's
mind any question as to title on the Lower Churchill Basin
and it is just done as a, in one ;éﬁse a housekeeping measure
because rno agreement was signed with Brinco and the government

~ and the government, number one, but,number two,to just clear

the way in any case so there is no ambiguity, no confusion,
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MR; PECKFORD no question as to any power
that the government now has in signing a lease on the Lower:
Churchill Basin with Brinco, as was the authority given undef
that Brinco Act.. So we want to clear up any confusion aé t;
title on the Lower Churchill Basin which will therefore allow

tidely, if you will, clearly for the new corporation soon to

be formed to exergise sohe Jurisadiction, if you will, and

power to sign with the government leases as it relates to and
Aevelopment of the Lower Churchill Bsasin. So that amendment

is thégg to completly clear title as it relates to the Lower

Churchill Basin because 1f we do not eliminate that act, there-

fo?e there is some confusion. A

That is five of the nmajor

amendments, Mr. Speaker, There {s ome other ome that is fairly

major and it is the repeal of the R.E.A. Act, Rural Electricity
Authority Act, becausge it is no_lohger needed. Up until now,

when the government approves subsidies on the diesel generation aress of
the province,because they are not viable in.their own right,

and government then prov{ées moniey through the Department of

ines and Energy to Newfoundland aﬁd Labrador Hydro for these

subsidies to come into.effect, it is done.through the mechanism
,of R.E.A,, the Rural Electricity Authcrit&, and the R.E.A. is no

longer a necessary vechicle for governmer.t “o pass over the

money, The question then can be asked,"Oh, why is that so,

vhen it was alvays necessary? We can pass it strictly straight

through to the power distribution district now. Years ago there

several power distribution districts in the province and, there-

fore, instead of trying to pass out indi;idual subsidies to the

various power distribution districts it was decided to do it ‘

through another agency called the Rural Electricity Authorit?.

Since that time all those power distribution districts have
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MR. PECKFORD: ‘ amalgamated into one called
the Péwer Distribution District of Newfounéland under New-
foundland and Labrador_Hydro.and 8o therefore we can now pass
the subsicy directlyover to ome P.D.D. which‘distriﬁutes
retailé electriéity‘to rural parts of the province through the
diesel system. So'R.E.A.vis an incunmbrance, an unnecessary
vehicle which should be eliminated now to make it more stream-

lined and more efficient, There is absolutely no need for

government now
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MR. PECKFORD: in providing the subsidy on
the retailing of power to remote pﬁrts of the Island

to do it through R.E.A. We can do 1t directly to omne
P.D.D., because that 1s all that is there now, there

are not maﬁy P.D.Ds. So the R.E.A. wﬁs only a vehicle
as long as there was a multiplicity of P.ﬁ.Ds. . Now
that there is one P.D.D.,the R.E.A. vehicle is no longer
necessary. And that is the final major amendment to the
b1ll. ‘

Let me just review, Mr.Speaker,
for the edification of hon. members: Number one, the bill
is réqnesting'the power of Newfoundland and Labrador Hydro -
MR. NEARY: Do you understand what.you are trying to do? You

are trying to bypass the Legislature. So sit down and be qﬁiet!

MR. SPEAKER: ' ) Order, please! Order, ﬁlease!
The hon. minister has'requested silence.

MR. PECKFORD: ) s Numbef one, we are asking for
approval to give Newfoundland and Labrador Hydro approval
to request forecasts from its customers: number two, we are
asking for a new loan bill with a c;iling of”$200 million,
which 1s exactly the s;ﬁe ceiling as this Legislature gave
Hydro in 1975:; we are asking that interim increases can

be passed through‘or interim %ncreaseé can be given by
Ne@foundland Hydro pending a decision b& the Public Utilities
Board on that increase; we ére asking for repeal of the
former loan bill now that we are tequéscing‘a new one;

we are asking for repeal of the Brinco Act which involveg
the authority of‘the government,'giving the government
authority to sign a lease on the Lower Churchill Basin

with Brinco which is unnecessary now - the authority was
never exercised - and to clear title we repeal that Act:
and last but not least, to repeal the R.E.A. Act because

it is unnecessary now in the- whole question of providing

a subsidy to P.D.D. for the maintenance and operation
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MR. PECKFORD: of electricity in the remote
parts. of the. Province. These are the six major amendments
that are requested in this bill and affect five or six

other Acts in the bargain.

I move second reading.

MR. FLIGHT: . v Mr. Speaker..
. MR. SPEARER: : : The hon. the member for

Windsor - Buchansg. .

MR. FLIGHT: Thaank you, Mr. Speaker.

. I want to address myself to

one.aspect of the bill, ﬁr. Speaker, and that is the
‘ taround $75 million.) I would like to hear the minister
indicate what ‘he means by 'éroundf. We have heard
$80 million to $100 million and now he says $75 million.
MR. PECKRFORD: It was $80 miliion and
$5 million has gone and now there is $75 million left.
MR. FLIGHT: ) Oh, I see. Well, Mr. Speaker,
in the few words I am going to have I want to point out

to this House how this administration uses Hydro when 1t

is to their advantage, manipulates them when it is to their

advantage - :
. . AN HON. MEMBER: Right.
‘ MR. FLIGHT: - and then uses them as a

scapegoat when it is further to their advantage.

AN HON. MEMBER: Exactly.

" . ) MR. FLIGHT: ~ Very quickly, Mr. Speaker,
I am going to du:line the position B;chans finds itself in -
tﬁree ﬁonths,basically; of an economy left.
This administration almost four
' years ago, Sir, sponsored a task force and the main purpose
.of that cask.fotce was to indicate to the government of the
day what could be done to guarantee Buchans a viable future,
what it was poséible to develop that would guarantee that

] ‘ . " if and when the mines closed that the people of Buchans
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MR, FLIGHT: ’ ~ could survive, could méke a
1iving. The task force did that,.éir, and the major
recommendation of that particular report was the

building of a Buchans—HoQ;ey road,which the government
rejected on the basis that it would have been too
expensive, - We were moving into a period of retrenchment,
of tight moneys..and the.people of Buchans by and large.
-accepted that fate and said, 'We will not get ghe Buchans-
Howley road. And cﬁen, lo‘énd behold, the Hinds Lake
project was conceivedﬂ- éBO million of public money to

" be spent within six to fifteen miles of the town.

Now, Mr. Speaker, I met with
the top officials of Newféundland Hydro when this concept
of Hinds Lake was announced and in-conversation with them-
I was not concerned about the jobs that the Buchans workeré
would get on Hinds Lake, I saw Hiﬁds Lake as being,
since it was smack in the middle of Howley and
Buchans,;s being the means of the Buchans~Howley road.

The access roads into the construction site would follow

by and large the proposed route of ;he Buchangs-Howley road.

And I suggested to Hydro that thié was indeed what would happen.
The benefit - how lucky éré we! - that this project would come just
when we need the Buchans—Howle{»toad and that the access

roads coming in would provide by and large twofthirds of

the Buchans-Howley highroad. 'Aﬂd‘they nodded around the

table, agreed that that would be one of the benefits.

The minister of the day, Sir,
on two or three occas;ons in making statements pertaining
ta Buchans, tied the Hinds Lake develépment in favourably
with the town of Buchans. And anybody in his right gind,

any fair-minded person
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. YR, FLIGHT: would have to believe that a'project that |
was going to cost $80 millicmy a three-year project, would be so designed,
not specifically designed, but so designed within reason, to have whatever
economic benefit, spin-off benefit, that could possibly acerve to the town
of Buchans under the circumstances, that that is the way that that project
would be dééigned. ‘

Now, Mr. Speaker, we have to admit
fhatlHinds ‘Lake COdéy is the biggest industrial activity that is going on
in this Province. And we should see to it that when
Hydro spends $80-$100 million that they would spend that money and do that
project in a way that certainly it wouid have some influence on the economic
and social scene in the area that they are working:. And 3ydro intended that
to happen. Mr. Speaker, as time went on and we started toiget reports éfv
the engineerihg, we became aware that Hinds Lake was going to be
serviced from the West coast. We had no problem with that. Ve were quite
prepared to see roads comne in from Howley and contractors move in if they

~wanted éo‘mové from Howley, bu; we could not believe and nobody could
believe that the project was being deliberately eﬁgineered.and designed
to deliberately Aeny with aforethought, - delibe;ately deny the'Buchans
area any economic spin-bff,,.any benefit at all from the Hinds Lake
project. g : .

Neﬁfouudland Hydro came iato

Buchans and held a meeting and they tried to justify - they could not

do it but they tried to justify - the ovders that they had received from Cabinet

that Buchans could not be the service centre for Hinds Lake. How,
Hf. Speaker; there are three or four ministers on that side of the
douse - I do not know what happenc in Cabiret - but at least three or
four ministers hL:ave come to me ti@e and time again and said, "Keep on
.the pressure for Buchans. It makes sense

to have thé Hinds Laks project developed in such a way that if would
benefit the town of Buchans. Keep the pressure on. There are ouly
one or two ministers who are withholding support, who are ' stopping

. . - Y R : : 1
it, and you keep encugh pressure on and they will have to give in.'t
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MR, FLIGHT: _ Ministers recognizé it, came to me behind
the curtain, met privately with me and said, "Look, keep it up because
tt has 3ot to come. It is foolhardy for the Government to try to ,
develop the‘ liinds Lake project and do it in a way that would deny
the Buchans economy any spin-off whétsoeverf. Howe?er, up tc:this time
" we have not teen successful, Mr. Speaker, We are looking at three moaths
from now Buchans losing its mine. It is goiné.to'close down and 500 men
are going to éo unémployed.

There 'is a possibility we wmay get some
work on the Hinds Lake project, but the important thing for Buchans
was the economic spin—off; the eight or ten or fifteen or twenty million
dollars that would have accrued to Buchans had the: contractors gone in
from Buchans, ﬂad wve made it possible fgr any contractor 1anding‘a
contract on the Hinds Lake projeét to have come in through Badger in
througn Buchans and serviced that project. Some of the construction
sites are less - there are all less than twenty miles -~ some of taem
are within six miles of the town of Buchans, iir. Sﬁeaker, and the Cabinet,
the Premier, the MinZster qf Mines and Energy have deliberately refused
to let the Hinds Lake project to this point in time have any economic
venefit to the town of Buchans at all. HWow, how can an administration
retain any credibility in anysne's eyes vhen they puf together a task
force and say, ''Look, we want Buchans to Rave & viable future. We waat
to take advantage of anything that is in the Buchans area to guarantee
‘that people will be able to continue and live there and work there."
They éay that in one breath and in the next breath thgy deliberately
deny a town any benefit whatsoever from a $80-million dollar publicly
funded project. UHow can they have any credibility? Mr. Speaker, there
are towns in this Province thét survive on the construction industry. -

That is the basis of their economy. heir people go away for six months,
) g

work on a construction job, come back and go again next spring. -
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MR. FLIGHT: The Hinistaf just referred to the Salmon.
You knowythe next three years could be cruéial to the 3uchans econony.
_ The i4nister is elways talking about the greater mineralization area there,
the possibility of mining in the future. Price (NF1d.) is dancing to
his tune when they are announcing mill;on;dollar gxp}oration projectssy i
programé over the next year, talking about. a barite development. ilell,
if the Minister believes all this is. going to haﬁpen, why does he not make
it possible to keep Buchans off the welfare rolls over the uext two or
three years? All we are asking for is tw; or three years of a reprieve
until the dust settles in Buchans and we see if we. have a mining actiQity.v
He mentioned the Salmon v
River. The Upper Salmon when it is develop;d has‘got to bé developed
through Badger - up tﬁrbugh Badger, Buchans Junction, Millertown and
on in. Let us assume out of. the 300 people that are employed on Hinds
Lake; let us assume only 100 - we do not care if 600 or 70C people
from the west coast work there. .All we are asking for is a fair shake
and we have not got it. Ve have been delibérately denied a fair shake

on that Hinds Lake project,
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MR. G. FLIGHT: V very, very deliberacely'denied

it and,Mr. Speaker, the Minister of Transportation and Communications  and
this Cabinet have misledithe people of Buchans and the Centrelv
.Newfoundland area, The ministerxennounced publicly that he was

meeting with the Minister of Mines and Energy over a year ago

to talk to him about the possibility of a joint venture of Hydro

building the access- roads into the Hinds Lake construction sites.

The Minister of Transporation
. 1ndgcated that he was having meetings with the<Ministet of
Mines .and Energy to wurk out an atranaement vherebv government
funding could go into the building those roads. Now
that is a public statement by the then Minister of Transpotnation.
What happened to that meeting? What were‘:he results? DNid the
minister say, "No. No go. We are not going to spend the money." There was a
14 mile road built for $750,000y an all-weather gravel road
a}ready built on that project for $750,000. There will be less
thaﬂ 10 miles of roed to be completed in order to have the first
stage of good gravel ;oads from Bechans to Howley on the Hinds
Lake project.

And, Mr. Speaker, in view of that,
in view of the fact that the miners in the town of Buchane are facing
ruin - - the mines will close, 500 men will be laid off, ehe
1livlihoods of 3,000 to 4,000 people will be affected. A whole
town, a total tovn! It is a unique situation and this government
denies that town and that area any socio—econemic benefit at all
from that kind of a proiecc. It is enough, Mr. Speaker, to
bring on civil disobediénce. I do not know what the mood dn that
town is going to be next Séting if 400 or 500 men ~re welking aeound.
without jobs end six and_seven and eight or nine miles away 700 or
800 men are working from all over Newfoupdland. They have never
made any demands on any government of this Province up tntil this

time. We never asked for any special considerations on the Bay

12830



November 21, 1978 Tape 5310 ° bW - 2

MR. FLIGHT: d' Espoir projects or the Churchill
Falls projects or the Labrador City projects. We never asked for
any special jobs, we could not care less how many people go to
work frqm Deer Lake or from Howley or from Corner Brook. All

we are saying is that we have the right to compete for jobs, we

have that right. ' That million dollars will be wasted because when that

project is finished those..access roads will be allowed to wash
out,probably $1 million or $1.5 million spent in access roads

that could have been the ﬁasis of the Buchans - Howley ﬂighroad.

If is .madness, it is economic m;dness. The road was recommended
not only by people from Buchans.It was recommended by the Premier's
own advisors that if Buchans was to remain‘a viable-community it

had to be tied to transportation. And in:.spite of ghat, Mr. Speaker,
in spite of actionrcommittees, in spite of takk force reports, in
sﬁite of private letters 20 the Premier, tothing! He sits back,
Sir, so unco;cetned.ﬁe does not even know what is happening in

Buchans and could not care less.

MR. J., NOLAN: Callous.
MR, G. FLIGHT: Callous? That is his approach to

" a whole town. What does the Minister of Public Works think

of 1t? What.doeé thg Mi;ister of Education, the member for Deer
Lake (Mr. House), the member fo; Howley think of that? Why do not
the Minister for Education tell ..this House how the people-of
Howley have put the pressure on him and said, "Go into

the Cabinet and demand chatvche Buchans - Howley road be built
because any spin-off, any economic activity that we get as a result
of Hinds Lake will only 1last for two years but in order to survive

and in order to have a decent economy after the Hinds Lake project

is finished,the road to Buchans will be more valuable to us. We

prefer to have the road to Buchans than the Hinds Lake project itself.”

Let the Minister of Education tell the House.

12831

g



November 21, 1978 . ~ Tape 5310 , nH-3

MR. FLICHT: , . ¥r. Speaker, we talk about
po?k barrelling. It is too important an issue for me to get.
political on but, I mean, the minister rightly or wrongly has
been accused of being the champioh porl: barreller in the

Cabinet. Mr. Speaéer. while he has the gall to stand up and

tell the people ;f Buchans, 'Fe carnot spend $700,N00 to give you
a_basis of life, to give the town another year or two of economic
survival," he goes down, Mr. Speakér, and spends this paét year
millions of dollars on jobs that were necessary, maybe, but not
necessary in the same sense that the Buchans - Howley road would
" be. And, Mr. Speaker, that is psrk barrelling and the Hinds Lake

project is an example of indirect pork barrelling.
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MR. FLIGHT: ' Cor

The three districts to benefit most from the Hinds Lake project are
going to be the Premier's district, the Minister of Education’'s district
and the member for Corner Brook West,who is not here, the recent
Minister of Industrial Deve]opméﬁt. ‘

MR. NEARY: Humber Valley, Humbe? East and Humber West. .

MR. FLIGHT: And they sat down, Sir, it seems to us-and if I am
~wrong the Premier will get up and say I am wrbng,or the minister —
they sat down and apparently contr%ved and apparent]y'decided that
;his is the way the Hinds Lake project is going«té be pursued. To
hell with Buchans! To hell with the livelihood of the people there!
wé will deny them, deliberateTy deny them any benefit from the Hinds
Lake project.

Now, Mr. Speaker, the Buchans Task Force Report had dozens
of recommendations. The Minister of Energy a few days ago was on
radio saying that he belijeved that any possible way for Buchans
to survive would have to be based on the development of small resource,
based industries. The.minute I heard it it sounded 1ike 1972 all
over again, the mandate that put this crowd in office, Mr. Speaker,
this hon. crbwd. That Was the election promise,‘the economy of Newfoundland V
would be based on small resource based industries. »

Three months before we go down'thg pipe economica11y, the minister

gets on radio and says that the future of Buchans will have to be

based on the‘deve1opment of small resource based industries. [ agree
with him, thé task force agreed with him, that Action Committee-agrees
with Hjm, everybody in Buchans agrees with him-but they also say that
.in order to survive on small resource based industries we need the
.infrastructure, we need the roads to get our goods-and to support

these basic: industries to the West Coast. And he had the chapce

to put the Buchans Howley Road in place, gravel road, Buchans— Howley,
and he refused.

Mr. Speéker, I am not going to vote against this bill.

The Province needs the power. The.economy needs the jobs on Hinds
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MR. FLIGHT:.

Lake,but I am going to use it every chance [ get to ridicule this : -
government, to show them up for the callousness that they are

- capable of. - I hear there is a possibility that the minister will
be going {nto Buchans to a public meeting -

"MR. NEARY: Oh, oh! That will be a hot-time in Buchans. then.
MR. FLIGHT: - in the near future.’” It is going to be interesting
to hear the minister explain. Thé Premier should-go. It is going to -
be interesting to-hear him explain how they have left this past three

and a half years,the most important— four years now -slip by without

A

Iif;ing a finger to relieve the fears of the people of Buchans, to
give them some insight into whether or not there is any security
‘left in the town, how he has let the four years go by and now he is
proposing - he has denied them any benefit whatsoever from the one
major project that is going on that they could hgve taken advantage
of. It is going to be interesting to hear himvexplain,in view of
his pést performance, how small resource based industries are going
to maintain a viable economy in Buchans if he is not prepéred to
let them have the roads, the transportation they need in ordér to
develop those small resource based industries.

The tourist potential, he said; the forestry potential,
he said- and while he is saying this he knows that two or three
days ago he made sure that Buchans would not get the Buchans —Howley
Road, would not get the road we would need on which to base these small
resource based industries. And the minister sits there. -Well, |
Mr. Speaker, it may be a laughing concern for some of the ministers
on the  other side of the House but it is not a laughing concern
for the people of Buchans. ) i

AN HON. MEMBER: _ You héve the floor.

MR. FLIGHT: .1 am good until nine o'clock on this. It is not
a laughing concerh for the people in Buchans whose jobs, whose -
‘Tivelihoods depend on government involvement in that town and who

are going to see their jobs go down the drain come March.
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MR. FLIGHT:

So when the minister stands up to speak, I want

to hear him - he will get up and castigate me for being political or what

have you - but I want to hear him justify spending.$80 million within six. -

minimum, maximum twenty miles of Buchans and refuse the work force of
that town the Eight and the ability to reap any benefit whatsoever. Mr.
Speaker, thié government,'the Hinds Lake.project and the way that they

have treated the town of Buchans over this past thﬁee, and a half years
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MR. FLIGHT: is goiné to cost this
administration, it is going to cost them in areas far
removed from-Buéhans; And Mr. Speaker, I will do whatever
I can do, as I say, out of 'a sense of responsibility.

I could very well take the attitude of filibustering‘when

we come to the second reading of this bill, but Newfoundland

needs the power, we need the economic involvement, but

there is no justification for the way that this administration,
the Premiér and his Cabinet, have treated Buchans with
regard to the development of Hinds Lake,and their actions’

will come back to haunt them.

~

AN HON. MEMBER: They will never be forgiven.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear! V

MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:(Dr.Collins) The hon. the member for LaPoile.
MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, before my hon.
friend answers the member for Windsor -~ Buchans (Mr. Flight),

Sir, who made some excellent points and who has been making

these points now for the past couple of years on behalf of

his constituents in Buchans, I want to séy this, Sir,

that what I am against in this b111 is the principle of

giving Newfoundland Hydro too much power. We are creating

another monster. They are becoming an empire unto themselves,
a law unto themselves, Newfoundland Hydro, and it is time,

Sir, that we pulled the reins tight on them. And I am

against giving Newfoundland Hydro a blank cheque to go out

and borrow a couple of hundred million dollars.

We are not going to finish this
bill befofe 6:0C P.M., Mr. Speaker, so why not rise the
House and we will have a few minutes at it when we come
back?

MR. SPEAKER: . Is it agreed that we call it

6:00 P.M.?
As it is agreed that we call it
6:00 P.M., I leave the Chair until 8:00 P.M,.
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The ilouse resumed at 3:00 p.R.
Mr. Speaker in the Chair.
}R. SPEAKER: Order, please!

The hon. ﬁeﬁber for Lapoile adjournad
the debate.
R. NEARY: : Mr. Speaker,. know that we have a lot
of work to do in the next three hours bétween nbw and elevan o'clock or

twglve or one or three or four whenever we get around to it, but
nevertheless, Sir, there are a.number of important pieces of legislation
on the Order Paper that you cannot just let go by without making some
comment and this happens to bg one of the places of legislation.
The iinister of Mines and Energy got
up today and laid. out his cése as if this was just something thaﬁ?was
of a housekeeping nature, a very‘trivigl, very trivial matter, only
asking the House to authorize the borrowing of Newfoupdland Hydro,
" a momster that has been created by this ﬁon. crowd on the other side
of the House, authorization to borrow another $200 million without
ceming to tlhis legislature, without the authority of this House,.
sorza2thing that my hon. friend the member for St. John;s Last
(Mr. W. lMarshall) was advocating for year§ that we should not do -
take the power - remove the authority from the legislature. And,
ir. Speaker, the Mirister has done it in a cute kind of &ay because
he has tossed‘in four or five things into this bill and you will be
damred if you do and double damned if you. do not. You have got to vote
for Hinds Lake if you believe in that developmen;, but nevertheless
you still lave to votg to give all this power to the Hydro Corpo;ation.
Eo7 can you separate them? They should have been all separate bills.
The hon. the Premier knows what I am talking about.
EB;_E;_EQEE; " Look how seriously he is taking it?
MR. WEART: ¥y colleague does. Well, I tell you I
am goirng to suggest to ﬁy colleagues ~ I know I am geing to vete against

this bill. I am going to vote against it because .it gives the dydro
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MR. NEARY: authority too much power, it puts too-

mgch power in the hands of a éréwﬁ of hacks that have been appointed
by this administration. I have no intention of going along

with it; Sir. Nevertheless, I agree with the development

of the Hinds Lak;.’ I agree with that but I cannot separate

it. There is no wéy I‘can do- it. I cannot vote for one .

part of the.bill and vote against another part. I Am égaingt'

it in principle, Sir, in giving more authority to the

1<838
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MR. NEARY: Newfounéland Hydro, as a
matter of fact I am for reducing their authority, not giving
them more power to borréw or anything else.' Down there we
have created a monster; Now that they have bought their own building
they are gone hog wild,_?ig, they are spending ﬁoney like
drunken -sailors; there are no limitg on them, they.are a law,
they are an authority uﬁto thgmselves. Now also in the bill
they are asking also te increase their rates, to increase
electricity rates and then submit the application to the
Public Utilities Board aﬁd then 1f the Public Utilities Board
" say, 'Well, no, you should not have ihcreased them that much,’
then they will reduce them again by whatever amount the orde;
of the Utility Board calls for. They are using the argument
that the other utility, the private utility, can do this.
Mr, Speaker, who are that crowd trying to cod? The people who
decide whether or not electrici:y rates are going to be increased
in this province are the Lieutenant-Govermor in Council and
the Lieutenant-Governor in Council is the Premier and the
Cabinet, Let us level with the people, let us be'honest about
it, let us not try to be sneaky about this: what
does not seem to have sunk in yet, Sir, to the media in this
P;ovincé is that group,lche people, the body, the aﬁthority who
decides. whether or not Newfoundland Hydro are going to have
an increase in electricity rates is the_grémigr,'che Minister
of Justice (Mr., Hickman), the Minister of Mines and Energy (Mr.
Peckford) and all their colleagues on that side of the House.
Because, Mr. Speaker, if Your Honour will reﬁember when that
plece of legislation.went through the.House,the recommendation of
the Public Utilities Board is subject *o the approval of the
Lieutenant-Governor in Council, which is the Cabinet, and so
when the Public Utilitiesvfpard recommend an increase the

Cabinet has the power to reduce it or abolish it. But they
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MR. NEARY: ' keep pawvning it off and say:

"Oh, no, you can have a hearing."

Who can -have a hearing-aga@nst
Newfoundland Hydro with the resources that they have? They got
the computer experts down cheré, the young ot-shots that.

come out of the commerce department, Rollie Martin's buddies
that came out of thevcommerce department down thefe and they
would spend millioms, ‘they wouid spend the whole public treasury
to fight the consumeryto bring in consultants and lawyers. How
can you put;ordinary"people up against that monéoer that we.

have created down there, Tho Newfoundland Power Corporation?
Before the hon, the Premier, leaves the House there is something
I want to put to that hon. gentleﬁag in connection with the
supply - he is gone out now to meet with his press agent again,
the old image must be in bad shape again, bad supper coniéht.

I guarantee you, Sir, if there is a man in this province that
earns his keep, that earns his salary, it is-the‘ Premier's press
agent trying to gee;'up his image. The poor fellow should get
triple what he is. being paid.‘ﬁo had one fellow resign, could

not take it any more, could not do anything with it.

MR. SIMMONS: He saw the writing on the wall, you mean.
MR. NEARY: ~ . Yes, there are’ a lot of them

like that sir. Mr. Speaker, we are talking. about the development
of electricity, of power on the Island of Newfoundland and in
Labrador and I want to put a question to the premier when he
comes back, something that my antenna picked up recently in my
travels and I do not know 1f the Minister of Mines and Energy (Mr.
Peckford) knows anything about this because the premier seems

to be the one to go off to Hotel Champlain and meet with A;Eka
officials and then when you ask about it in the‘House, he never
neard of them. This is probably another one of these deals

where he is off in Hotel Champlain discussing various:
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.MR. NEARY: . . things and now if I put the
question to him he might not remember anything about it but if
IAproduce the_décument;tion and tﬁe evidence and put it up in
neon lights then he might admit, he might say; 'Well,if they say,
if they say so thenh it must be true.' I want to ask the premier
) éhis, we have the Hinds Lgkg development going and we have this
.expensive expénsion to the thermo peperator plant up there in
Holytﬁod and‘that involves quite a lgrge, I would say expenditure

of money over the next few years for Bunker C, I would say over

the next five or six or seven years you are probably talking about
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MR. NEARY;

$500 million or $600 million which would be a pretty fair contract

if, somebody could only. get their hands on it but I do not want

to ask the Premier about-that. I will deal with that one in due
course. I want to ask the Premiér this. 1In his negotiations with
- Brince or Churchill Falls, I think maybe Brinco and the Development

of the Lower Churchill and so forth, did Brinco ever make this Province
‘an offer? I am being distracted, Sir, by the hon. gentleman. Did
Brinco ever make an offer to this Province to build a nuclear. power
plant here on the Island of Newfoundland and sell the power to the
consumers and to the people here on the Island, the users of the
power, sell the power at the same price, same cost as power delivered
from fhe Upper Churchill?

PREMIER MOORES: No.

MR. NEARY: Did they make an offer to put a :nuclear power plant
‘on the Island of Newfoundland?

PREMIER MOORES: "iiould vou allow me the floor for a moment?

MR. NEARY: I certainly will, ___

PREMIER MOORES:  Mr. Speaker, not only did Brinco not mention it, .
the only people who have ever suggested that is the federal government
and when they found out that we could not absorb a nuclear power plant
in this Province, on the Island part of the Province -

MR. HICKMAN: . In the system.

PREMIER MOORES: - they realized - in the system because the

system could not stand it. When they had done their homework they
realized that it could not be done either. But they were the only
ones who ever suggested it to my knowledge.

MR. NEARY:  Mr. Speaker, my antenna is not too bad after all, fairly
good. There was an offer to put a nuclear power plant on the Island
of Newfoundland, deliver the power at the same price -

SOME HON. MEMBERS: No, no.

MR. NEARY: -Yes, Mr. Speakér, at the same price as the power
costs from the Upper Churchill.
MR. DOODY: No.
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MR. NEARY: In return, oflcourse, for some rights in connection
with the Lower Churchill.

MR. DOODY:  The same sort of a sellout that you had in the Upper
Churchill.

MR. NEARY:  Ah, Mr.. Speaker, thé hon. gentleman talks about a

sell out. Sir, we are on the brink in this Province - and the

hon. gentleman knows it full well - of the dirtest,'lowest,.fou1esf
sell out of hydro power in Labrador that we have ever seen. I

am talking about the Lower Churchill and the rotten deal that is

in the process at the moment. My antenna also picked that one up.

"MR. DOODY: Where does your Tine go?

PREMIER MOORES: To the federal Liberal Leader.

MR. NEARY: We heard this afternoon, Sir, about the federal-
provincial Crown Corporation.

AN HON. MEMBER: You are not serious.

MR. NEARY: Oh, I am serious. Mr. Speaker, the hon. gentieman
parades Mr. Roosevelt across the Tobby of Confederation Building,
bosom pals. What for? What were they talking about?- The weather?
AN HON. MEMBER: World War 1T.

MR. NEARY: World War-TI. What about Ted Sorenson? Were you
talking to him about World War TT?

PREMIER MOORES: = No, about the Kennedy administration.

MR. NEARY:  Ah, and Mr. Hiatt and Mr. Kraft also talked about
the Kennedy administration. A

PREMIER MOQRES: I never met Mr. Hiatt.

MR. NEARY: Never-met Mr. Hiatt. ‘Well,Mr. Hiatt knows all about
the hon. gént]eman. And Mr. Miller met the hon. gentleman. Mr.
Miller was wined and dined by the hon.'gentleman down at the-
Starboard Quarter. )

PREMIER MOORES: I am sure he is a fine gentleman.

MR.NEARY: He certainly is. He is a fine, decent, successful,
United States of America businessman, a fine gentleman. And if I

was the hon. the Premief I would pay very strict attention to what

- 1843
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MR. NEARY:
" Mr. Miller said in his affidavit that I tabled in this House yesterday
and I am sure the hon. gent]emaﬁ will.
But anyway; Sir, getting back to hydro.develobment, Mr.

Speaker; there is'a number of things in this bil1l, Sir, that I

do not.approve of, that I have no_ihtention of voting for and the 

main thing beingvfhat T am deadly opposed to putting any more power

or any more authorityfin-the hands of the Newfoundland Hydro Corporation.
What we are doing is wé are giving them authorit} to borrow $400

million really, $400 million without the approval of this legislature.
We are giving them a blank check and I do. not inteﬁd to tolerate it
myself, Sir.
| Now I was talking about iﬁat federal provincial Crown
corporation that the Premier mentioned this afternooﬁ. My impression

of the Premier's answers to the questions put to. him by the Leader

of the Opposition is that thé hon. gentleman unless I misunderstood,
’ misinterpreted what the hon. Premier said this_afternoon, that once
that agreement is signed with the federal government and the one
that the Minister of Mines and Energy said a year ago his administration

would have nothing to-do with,
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MR. NEARY: . told the federal government
to go jump in the lake, that they did not want to have
anything to do with them. And Ehe hon. the Premier
screws uplhis face. Thevhon. the Premier will remember
me coming into this House.and saying that the federal
government did not want any equity, they did not want

'any profits from the Lower Churchill. And the Minister

. of Justice screwed up his face at the time, rolled his

Ll

eyes and gazed heavenward, and the Minister of Mines and
Energy said, 'No, go .straight out aﬁd jump in the iake!'
And now a yearAlaCer, one year's delay, now they are

" finally going to come around and sign an agreement in

a few days with the Government of Canada to set up this
joinf'federallprovinciai corporation. And what does 1t
do? What does & Crown corporation do? ﬁell,

Mr. Speaker, from the answers I heard the Premier give
the Hoqse this afternoon, it takes away the authority
from éhe Legislacute; This federal/provincial Crown
corporation 1Is going to be all-powerful. They are going
to make the decisions on what is going to happen to the
power bf the Lower Churchill. They are going to decide
wherg'théy are going to get the markets, whether Quebec
will buy it, whé;her it will be sold in New York, whether
it will be delivered in the Atlantic Provinces. They
will decide,‘not the elected represeﬁtatives of the
people, not the Legislature of this Province, but this
federal/provincial Crown corporation. And they will
decide whether they are going to go out and borrow

$2.5 billion.

Mr. Speaker, that is not
good enough. That is just making a shambles, Sir, out
of this Legislature, out of this House of Assembly.

Why, we may as well abolish the House, do away with the

elected representatives of the people and let the

12845



November 21, 1978 Tape 5316 (Night) EC -~ 2

MR.. NEARY: . Newfoundland Hydro run the

Province.-‘ |

MR. FLIGHT: The& are running it now.

MR, NEARY: ‘ ~ They are running 1t now,

my hon. friend says. Well, they are pretty close. ’f
MR-_F- ROWE: ' : Between the Action Grbup and

a few more.

MR. FLIGHT: ' ’ And the Atlantic Council. -
MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, in Canada -~ -
in Newfoundland, I know, you have two or three governments, -
you have this administration, Newfoundland Hydro, C.B.C.
and Memorial University - _
MR, FLIGHT: Tﬁe advisory group that they
put together a few days ago. .
‘MR. NEARY: - and the Action Group. You
have five governments.

A As I described Hydro last year,
Sir, to the House, it is the Newfoundland Senate. It is
where you put people who have failed in everything else,
put them on the Newfoundland Hydro Corporation, the
Newfoundland Senate. )
MR. DOODY: What is w?ong with the Senate?
MR. NEARY: The Senate, the Newfoundland
Senate I am talking about. "We have our own Sena;e. They
are trying to abolish the Senate in Ottawa. Well, the
Newfoundland Senate, which i{s Newfoundland Hydro, has just
as many parasites as the one up in Optawa. ;i
MR. DOODY: I am sorry about that, I did not mean to bring you 1
down. i -
AN HON. MEMBER: That is bound to happen on both sides. -
MR. NEARY: . I beg your pardon? _ n
AN HON. MEMBER: I just thought I would ‘bring it up.
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. MR. NEARY: That is right, Mr. Speaker.
‘ Mr. Speaker, that is all
I have to'ﬁay about this bill, except to reinforce what
my hon. friend said this afternoon about Buchans.
This government should be'aahamed of themselves and should
get their rear ends kicked for fhe wa& they have treated,
Buchans in this Hinds Lake development. They set up a

task force that cost the taxpayers of this Province

$200,000 -
MR. FLIGHT: . ) Plus.
MR. NEARY: - plus. And here 1s a development

going on right on their doorstep and they will not build
eight or ten miles of road to give the people of Buchans
where a mine is going to be cl;)sed9 500 people are going
to be economically maroconed in three months time and they
will not build eight or ten miles of road to give the people
.access to the jobs om that project.

MR. FLIGHT:- It is madness, boy! Madness.
MR. NEARY:- But they will give Craig Dobbin
a $4 million or $5 million contract to fly helicopters
around so Charlie Pride can be taken aloft with a portable
bar.

MR. FLIGHT: ‘ _What 1is this telephone bill
for $3,800 now?

MR. DdODY: ' Keeping'it all.

MR. FLIGHT: . " That 1is plus the telephone bill.
.We have to get that figure.

MR. NEARY: . Is that so? My hon. friend
might be interested that I went back after that and got
re-elected twicé. That is more than my hon. friend can

boast about.

MR. SIMMOHS: : He was elected twice.
MR. FLIGHT: It will be the last time.
MR. NEARY: ) Now, Mr. Speaker, I am not

going to get involved in that sort of thing.
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MR. SIMMONS: He  did not get a majority the

last time. '

MR. NEARY: No, that is right, did not

get a majority. That is right, Sir.

MR. FLIGHET: ) 4 A minority government.

MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, the Hinds Lake
development should be made accessible to the people of

Buchans, no question about that. Why waste all this money

on a task force? Why make prohises to the people of

Buchans? How cruel can an administra:ion be? These people

are going to be economically marooned. In three months

from now they will be out of jobs, and
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L. BEARY: . all they will have facing them, Sir, is
unemployment insurance and then later on welfafe. ot that this Government -
tiiis administration has not lifted one finger to help these people.

Here is fheir chance with this _Hinds Lake development and they have
neglected to do it - they have ignored the :iask force that was set up

and the Minister is over ;here staring me down and I am getting nervous,

and I am going to take iy seat now, Sir, and

MR. SIMMONS: There are a few more of us yet to have a
go at it.
MR. NEARY: ' " Okay, fair enough, few more of tien up to

have a go at it yet.

" And sb, Mr. Speaker, if I had my way
I am going to vote against this pill although there are one or two items
in there ;hat I would probably vote for if the bill was separatecd,

if they were separate items.

MR. SPEAKER: Hon. member for Burgeo ~ Bay d'Tspoir.
MR. STIDONS: ] i Thank you. I thauk my colleagues on the

other side.

» What I noticed about the linister was not
that he was saucy,I say to my colleague from Baie Verte-White Bay (¥r. T.
Ridecut)ybut that the Premier came up with a new arrangement. First
he will have him barred in by the Minister of Forestry. He could not
contain him alone sc you get the Minister of Forestry on one side of
him now and the MMinister of Intergovernmental Affairs on the other side,
and somehow they have managed to restrain him at least temporarily, and
since then he has been relatively restrained, you notice these last three
or four days.

The omnibus nature of this bLiil,

the umbrella form it takes where it proposes amendments to four or five
different pieces of legislationyraises certain suspicions, because
the pattern in this House, with very few exceptions, has been to
introduce the amendments to the several pieces of legislation individually.

tnd fecr some reason in this case, the Government i.as decidgd to bring

—
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MR. SIMMONS: ’ in the omnibus bill to maike all the
amendments in one bill, and it seems to me the reason is quite ouvious.
‘There are. a couple of fairly unpalatable matters in this that the
Government is hoping we might vote for because it is tied'to a couple

of other items that are not nearly as unpalatablie. Perhéps we will have
.to do it in Committee, lfr. Spealler, peraaps we will have to take care
of tbem clause by clause in Cogmittee, because as my colleague from
Lapoile has said there are a couple of objectionable things in this
v1ill such tgat it 1s difficult for us to vote for the bill as a whole

unless it were separated into its various parts.

™ HON. MEMBER: ' You ‘cannot hear him?
YR, SIMMONS: ' No, it 1is not that I canmnot hear, but

I was just waiting for the Minister of Mines to finish so that I could
get his ear for a minute. I wmeant finish his discussion with his
coach in the back row there.

Now, will the Minister at some poiqt,
perhaps in closing debate, tell us why the ~ I said coach, I never said
able coach. WMr. Speaker, pérhap; the Minister in closing debate would
address himself to this buciness of the power'distribution district.

I know there is only one. I have never really underscood why 1t is e
need¢ it even as it operates as a subsidiary of Hydro as I understand,
but why the necessity of it other than tue fact that it churns out some
additional stationery and the customer gets his bill in the.name of that
entity rather than Newfoundland Hydro, but why the need for a separate
bit of nomenclature there-anymore. Is there a need now that all the
YDD's nave been consolidated into one?

Mr. Speaker, the part about the bill
that I Zind most oﬁjectiouable is that item, Clause 1(2) whick would
2llow the corporation, the Uydro Corporation, to borrow up to $200 millionm,
this, of course, gquite in addifion to vhat_it has torrowed up until now

, .
since the 1£75 ©ill. The Minister in closing debate might want to tell
us how much we are on the hook for now as a result of Newfoundland

Hydro. There was a bill wnich passed this Jouse in June, 1975, which
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IR, SIMIONS: : ' authorized aggregate borrowiag up to
$20C million, and we have|been told by the !7inister this afternoon that
ti.at amount has just about been exhausted, I think all but about $30

million.
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MR. SIMMONS:

So since 1975 we know the Hydro Corporation has borrowed about $170
million. This will give Hydro authority to borrow an additionaf
$200 million. Now the question is, what were we on the hook for
prior to 1975 that has not yet péen paid of f¥ What Tiabilities,.
what debts do Hydro still have, what capital debts do Hydro st{11
have which were incurred before that new authority was given in
June,1975? Then, Mr. Speaker, if you follow me we are talking about
thfee separate figures. We are talking about whatever Hydro has
now prior to the authokity giveh in ‘June, 1975 ﬁ]us the $170 ' million
or so that accrued since June, 1975,plus the additional borrowing
capacity it wiI]ihave now of another $200 mi11ion..

We know that these three figurés add up to at least $370
million, the $170 million and the $200_mi11ion. The question is,
how much more than the $370 million are Qe on the hook for or will
we be on the hook for potentially. To what extent then will the
amendment here enable Newfoundland Hydro -to effectively worsen our
debt position as a Province? Because after é]]-it becomes part
of the indirect debt of the Province. We are now_giving to a group
if we were to pass this amendment, giving to a group of people who
are nét answerable to the House of Assembly or to the electorate
. of the Province authority to worsen our debt position as a Province
by an additional $200 million. I think it is uncalled for. I do not

know what the way around it is except that the kinds of developments
Vthat the Hydro Corporﬁtion is getting into are specific and one at

a time; sometimes they follow in close sequence but one at a time..

They are matters that the minister himself and his department are
c1osefy involved in obviously and I would 1ike to see more of the
borrowing authofity stay with the Lieutenant-Governor in Council

and alternately with this House of course. With the Lieutenant Governor
in Council it is once removed from the House. This method here has it
twice removed from the House.

And a related question: How often do you see this wording

come before the House? We had it in 1975. This is three years and

a
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MR. SIMMONS:
three or four months since and we have it again. Can we.predict
that in‘eightéen months we will have another amendment providing for
a further $200 million? How far do you go -in giving a group such as
Hydro - V
MR. J. CARTER: Would the hon. gentleman permit me?
MR. SIMMONS: Of course.
MR. J. CARTER: Does the hon. member not realize that all power
production or something 1ike over 90 per cent of all power production
is done on borrowed honey? -This is the way power is produced. Power
facilities are-deve1oped on borrowéd money and that money is.frequently
rolled over when it comes due. Séme people may regard this as unfortunate
but ;his.is the way all power production is done all over the world.
© MR. NEARY: But it was wrong for Joey to do that butbit was all right
for you crowd to do it. A
" MR. J. CARTER: He did not care about bringing it back.
MR. NEARY:  Oh, I see.
MR. SIMMONS: That is all right 'Steve'. He-wanted his day in
court; he just had it. . It is jmportant that certain fellows get into .
the record or else their posteritv will never be able to prove that they are in
the House. = We should take attendance here, Mr. Speaker, because
" then members Tike the member for St. John's NorthVWOuld not have to .
ask that kind of a question. he just asked because the record would
show he was here. But-in lieu of that he has gof to get‘up and get
physically into the record by his‘yapping little interjections from
time to time. And when he realizes that even the man who maniﬁulates
‘the mikes upstairs is ignoring -him and his little red light never
comes on,then he has got‘td get up. Yes he is reading the right
book all right. He is reading the right book, the Book of Insults.
Now if he only understood themn, Mr. Speaker. If he only understood
fhem. .

The answer to his quesfion, the question he put to me - he

is ready for it - the answer is yes,I do realize.. I also realize, Mr.
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MR. SIMMONS:
. Speaker,vthat his question has absolutely nbth{ng to do with the
concern that'wé are expressing here, that we are being asked now

~ to give people down in Vic Young's, fiifedom :

i
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MR. R. SIMMONS: some additional borrowing
capability without any reference to this House. Now the . hue and
cry from the Tories when ;hey were in Opposition was that this
House had lost control over the big financial decisions that this
Province had to makesthat is was being made in Cabinet or behind
closed doors ahd by Crown co;porations and so. on. Well, this bill
symbolizes a new advance in that respect in that not only behind
the closed door of Cabinet, but the closed door of a private-

not a private,but a corporation that is not answerable to the
public in the electoral sense of the term. They do not have to
answer to.any constituency.It is clear that from their immediate
masters, the Cabinet,they have a blank cheque.They can d6 what _ *
they want, they can do né wrong and we on éhis side have tried
to expose some of the inefficiencies of Hydro, some of the waste~

'fulness'that goes on there and still it goes and ﬁobody is
taking ‘any steps in government to do anything about it.

. But our chief concern, Mr., Speaker,
is about this large amount of money that a corporation which does
not answer to this House directly 1is allowed to borrow and no effectively
worsen the debt position of this Province by what looks like $400
million to $600 million, over $500 million potentially. And then
the minister, Mr. Speaker, has the gall in introducing this bill
to tell the House it is a housekeeping bill,;hese were his words,
*A housekeeping bill,' the minister said, 'A housekeeping bill.'
Now, Mr. Speaker, that is the kind of housekeeping that has made
this govermment a house of 11l repute. Housekeeping bill!.
Housekeeping bill! Thié government in the namé of housekeeping
hag literally prostituted itself before Crowm corporationsqalmQSC'
Esau fashion sold-its birthfight, its responsibility to govern
to non-electoral agencies such as Newfoundland Hydro. I think it
vis time it stopped and that i§ why we will be voting against
‘the bill or certainly élause 1-(2) of it.

MR. SPEAKER:. The hon. member for St. Johm's Eést.
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MR, W. MARSHALL: Mr. Speaker, I would like to make

a few comments in the time that 1is available on this bill., First
of all the hon. member for Burgeo - Bay.d' Espotr (Mr. Simmons):

has indicated ;hat this'is a borrowing in this Houseq authorization
of borrowing without reference to the House.which is not really
strictly correct because the House - it is now being referred to

the House in this bill itsélf the fact that the government wishes

to authorize Newfoundland Hydro to borrow $200 millién. Now

prior to changes in policy and prior to changes in legislgtion

that came before the House,there would noé even have to be this
bill for the purpose of the borrowing, prior to the policy o -

adopted by.the government and prior to the financial -

MR.NEARY: "~ You are livine in the paat,
MR.- SPEAKER: Order, please! Order, please!
MR. W. MARSHALL: Mr. Speaker, I realized one is

forced by one's constituents when one is elected to listen to
people and to feign respect for certain individuals but I do have
the right, Mr. Speaker, to speak without interruption. I intend
to - ask for that right now.
MR. SPEAKER: Order, please! Order, please!
The hon. member h#s requeéted -
that Bis right to speak without interruption be observed, and that is -
how it must be.

MR. W. MARSHALL:

Before I get to what I want to say on this bill, Mr. Speaker,
I would like for it to be clearly understood that in-no means
am I agreeing or sidimg with what the Opposition said, and

particularl? the hon. member'fof LaPoile (Mr. Neary),because

-
it is well known that the individual concerned,and some of -
the individuals that were speaking,while they were in govern- . E
ment were for the delegaﬁion of complete borrowing power :

and now they are against it when they are in Opposition. ' =
The Leader of the Opposition was —
MR. S. NEARY: Do you want to know why we are against it. The .

Minister of Justice (inaudible)
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MR. W. MARSHALL:

was for the switching on of the power and now wishes: to switch it
off. .Like the Opposition now is not for the sale of power outside
of tﬁe Provir'x;e of.Newfoundland b_ut sold away a large part of
our birthright i.n‘t:he Upper Churchill. But having said that, Mr.
Speaker, I do point out that I have concerns about this
particular bill ‘
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MR. MARSHALL: .and I would ewmphasize that I do not share
the concerns cf the Opposition. I Lave concerns about this bill -

MR. SPEAKER: Order,please! The hon. member

should not be interrupted. It is iﬁcumbent upon this Chair to enforce
thate I would point cut that in the past few days we have had hon.
meubers speaking without interruptions.from either side. It wéuld

appear to me and indeed it is_my consensus from hon. merbers on both
sidessthat they find that a much more conducive manner in which to

debate issues and difference of opinion will be expressed, and hon. members
will have an opportunity to debate but withéut interruptions one from

the other. I do think that that is satisfactory for all of us on both

N
sides.
1"R. MARSHALL: ‘ Thenk you, Mr. Speaker.
With respect to the $200 million that has

‘been bérrqwed, we are told that $75 million of this is for the Hinds Lake
development and $45 million is for the Holyrood generatiom station - io,
$35 million, If these figures are correct, this leaves a cushion of about
'$90 million. How, it is incorrect for the wember for Burgeo—Baybd'Espoir
(Mr; Simmons) to indicate that the Board of Directors of Newfoundland Hydro
can themselves borrow without referemce to Cabinet, because I believe the
act requires them to go to the Lieutenant-Goverror in Council to get
approval for'any amount that they are borrowing. But I Jo draw issue,

Fr. Speaker, with the cuchion of $90 million. I think it 1s very essential
that the legislature not lose aﬂy coutrol whatsoever of the amounts

that are being borrowed when you conmsider the amounts of the borrowing

in this Province from time to time. The last bill that was put through

in 1975, as I recall, was for 3262 million and, if my memory serves me
correét,at that period of time a-fair amcunt of that was contemplated

to have to be dedicated towards the development of the Lower Churchill

as it was envisaged at that particular time. And the Government
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IR, MARSIALL: addrecsed itself to that particular
borrowing and these borrings requirements,Aénd as ' a result of thét
explanation tiat was given, $200 million was voted to allow them to
borrow. We now have the situation wvitere $200 million has be=n asked
for, $110 million is specifically accounted for, onegas I say,for tie
Hinds. Lake development, 375 million of ity and $35 million for the.
liolyrood generating station. WNow, I Lave a certain arount,as I say,
of nisgivings with ruzspect to this legislature autiorizing the borréwing,
ve it by a crown corpération or be it by the Cabineto.of an amount
in excessy an emount for which there is no specific reason given for
the borrowing other tﬁan, as I understand it, thds is to ve used for
a cushion and it is to be used for future needs of{Hydro. Now, I have
no doubt that the iydro azeds thatJe will not te - you know,I have
no doubt that it will notAbe spent ngess for very good reasons, but
that is not the point. I think that the puolic debt is mounting to such
a degree in this Province thatvit does not get the serious consideration
that it ought to receive. Jia Lave héd views expressed in this
tiouse with which i drav issue, particularly with the wember for
St. Jéhn's West (Dr. H. Kitchen), the aoa. memﬁer fof 3t. Johm's West,
who is not now preseﬁt in the Opposition who talks about $15C millicn
and te says 'What is that? 7That 1s not much. It is only $300 for every
person in Sewfoundland -~ for every man; woman and child in Newfoundland."
But the fact of the matter is the public debt is now at the stage of
protably $7,000 to $8,000 for every man, women and-child and it is that
particular psychology that results in the debt being mounted.

So, to borrow money without their being
any specifiq objective in mind - as I say, I kad no doubt it will e
porrowed wisely. Unlike the memdbers of the Cprosition, I have a good deal
of coﬁfidence in the Board of Directors of Hewfdugdland dyaro, and
particulerly in the préseant Chairman, and if there is any minister tuat
1 havé conficdence in I certainly have a great measure of confidence in

.

the linister of liines and Energy and know
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MR. MARSHALL:
that he will be quite sure that the cushionsas I refer to it,
the $90 million when it is'bofrowed is borr0wéd only if it is
needed. |
MR. SIMMONS: The remaining cusﬁion is identified, another $30 million
cu;hion that the minister has admitted is unborrowed from the first
$200 million, the $75 million -
" MR. MARSHALL: That is not my interpretation. My interpretation
of the bill is that there is $200 million now and whatéver was
" authorized to be borrowed before-has now been cut off. We start
off now with $200 million and of that $200 mitlion - I beg your
pardon? ) | . |
“MR. DOODY: ' I think most people have grasped that. .
MR._MARSHALL: Well it is here in 35 (1) of the bill. So you
know.you have a $90 million cushion.
'MR. N.WINDSOR:  That is the same as the Loan Bi1l, the same
_ principle.
MR. MARSHALL: And as I was sayjng and ,you know, I mean this, if
there is any minister of the government whom I Qbuld, you know,
feel safe in entrusting the borrowing of this $90 million ard engure
that it is spent wisely énd that it is Jjustified,I would repose
_confidence in the Minister of Mines and Energy. But that really
is not the point. The point of the matter is thqt there should
not be any monies that are borrowed by this government or by any
Crown corporatioh or by any agency of the government unless the
same is justified by the government, is justified before the Legislature.
And the question comes as to what justification .is-necessary. What
is the type of justification? When you come in and you say, I
need $75 mi]]ion_for the Hinds Lake Development, the Hinds Lake
development has been announced ‘and the nature of the Hinds Lake
development the public is fully coghi;gnt of it and aware of it,
then and in that event perhaps there is enough information available

with respect to that amount.
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" MR. MARSHALL:
When you come to the $35 mi11ion for the addition to the
Holyrood generatihg station, that is another reason and another
valid reason as well. But to say $90 million of a cushion that you
are Qoing to give to the Newfoundland and Labrador Housing Corporation,
maybe the minister when he gets dp to close the debate can give more
and fuller details as to why this $90 million is required. But if it
v is just genera1 yfor the purpose of allowing normal expansion as determ1ned
by this Crown corporat1on from time to time I wonder whether or not,
you know, this afford; sufficient justification.: It is tied in, my
v whole comments are tied in to my concern with respect to-the authority
of this 1¢gislature or any authority or checks and balances.as it were,
on all Crown corporations of this Provinceythat are owned by this
Province. '
' We seem to have very little control over the expenditure
of money.To a large exten; the Legislature as it operates as a mode
of investigating the expenditure of money in the estimates themselves
seems to be somewhat very, very irrelevant and not of too much
uti1fty or benefit to the general public. But even more so is the
device of the Crown corporation which seemingly is allowed to go
on its own way from time to time with even less justification than
is afforded to the expenditures of government which are directly
made from time to time. . .
‘MR. NEARY: The Labrador Linerboard would be a good examplie of
that. |
MR. MARSHALL: WellsI am not talking about the Labrador Linerboard.
I will draw issue with the hon. member on the Labrador Linerboard
and the hon. member's desire with his affidavits and.what have you:
in due course.and the facts that the hon. member continually springs
" up for reasons that are only inherent in the hon. membér. A I have
no desire, Mr. Speaker, to debate with fhe hon. member at this
time or at any time, to enter into a direct debate with him.
I am talking about another subject Bﬁ‘which I have been consistent .

as opposed to the hon. member whenhe was on this side of the House.

1
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MR. MARSHALL:

But, Mr. Speaker, [ am.concernedsas [ saysand I would ‘
ask the minister what safeguards are available with respect-to this
$90 million. What references will be made to the Cabinet before. this
$90 mi1lion is allowed to be expended? ‘ What references will be made
to the Legislature with respect'to this $90 million rathef than the
ex .post %acfo referehcés that may be made through the filing of the

public accounts? Because I think it is
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Mr. Marshall: _ extremely essential that govermment get
control of the:operation and management of crown corporations

ana I do not quite frankly see that giving it a cushion; aS‘it

weré, of $90 million is going to result in this control being
established in the manner that if ought to be. It is a matter of
concern because when we look at the loan bill, for instance, with
respect to the govermment itéelf, we ﬂave a loan bill that was passed
authorizing‘thefborrowing -

MR.. SIMMONS: Do you have any control of your backbenchers?
ﬁR. MARSHALL: The control of the backbenchers is exhibited
but not to the same and subservient degree as it was about eight years
and before that. Mr. épeaker, this 1s a matter, és I say, to me

of Qery real concern, how we are supposed to be able to control

the crown corporations. and that, as I indicated, when the loan
bill was passed, it went through yesterday, there was $150 million
that was authorized to be borrowed and if you look at that in
relation to the authorized expenditurgs of the govermment,
govermment expenditures of $145 million were necessary.

Therefore, the government gave itself a $5 million cushion, which
was reasonable. Now in this particular case, and maybe I am
referring to it wrong, - maybe the:minister, when he géts up

to close the debate and give greater and more specific details with
respect to that $90 million, but at the present time it would

appear that whereas we are giving a $5 million cushion to the
Executive Council of the Cabinet, which is a reasonable cushion,

we now appear to be giving a $90 million cushion to the Newfoundland
Hydro. As I say I will be interested in the comments the minister
makes in closing the debate but would reiterate I have a great deal .
of reservation in giving to any crown corporation a cushion of this
magnitude and size without further and better details and without,

in fact, the necessity of the expenditure being debated in much greater
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MR. MARSHALL: detail and with much more rationale than

we can in the time available to us in the House at the present

time.
MR. SPEAKER: " ‘ , - The member for Conception Bay
éouth.

"R, NOLAN; o . Mr, Speaker, I rige very_briefly'

éo state that I for one will vote against this bill and I vote v
against this bill not because I want in any way to jeoparéize
any legitimate means for the ﬁrovision of power or employment
to the people of this proQince,butvI vote against it because
it is quite obvious that this.administration attempts and has
.in the past, and I am afraid will in the future as long as they
are there, attempt to use c¢rown corporations and the like where
they can pawn people off whem it is convenient for them to say
"Wellyit is not in our hands, they are an independent éioup,"
and s;'on, which is absolute nonsenge. This is what I was re-
: ferriﬁg to in the House the other day when I said that I felt
that every crown corporation, every group that.is presently
getting monies from the government should be thoroughly invest-
igated to see how much wastage and bureaucratic build up there
is. I do not look upon anything as holy writ with Crown
corporations because-it.was set up ten, fifteen, twent§ years
ago or whenever, does not mean that it is functioning the
way it should. And we are all.;ware of bureaucratic build up.
Now the other thing, bearing in.
mind the. fact that the government uses often times Crown
corporations for their own benefit, and in view of what the
hon. member for St. John's East (Mr. Marshall) has stated
that there very well could be a $90 million ‘cushion in thére,

and in spite of the fact that I have no particular doubts or
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R, ﬁOLAN: to cast any aspersions upon the hon,
Minister of Mines and Energy, what I am saying is we are dealing
with the government thqc went, for example,a,yéar past into
Twillingate and made all kinds of promises to the people
there, all kinds of them. This is not supposition on my part,
it 1s a matter of record. And yet no member opposite stood
up to mention that, misleading, dishonest arrogance. It is
absolﬁcely shocking. | |

So you expect me to then on the
oﬁe hand have this group who Aeceived, misled innocent people
in the district of Twillingate a year ago, and now you expect
me as a member of ghis House to forget all and ailow them &hrough
one of their Crown corporations to have a $90 million cushion?

" You would have to be out of your skull, Mr, Speaker!

12865



November 21, 1978 Tape 5323 (Night) . EC - 1

MR. NOLAN: Now I ask members of this House
to think very carefully agout this. All of a sudden

people would apparently Eerconcerned about Hinds Lake,
employment, the pedple<of;Buchans and so on. Where was
that concern threé or four years ago? They were just as
concerned, just as depressed then as they are now.

I warn members of this House that what we .are seeing here
now and what we will continue to see in the next session.
is one of the greatest slush funds ever built up in ‘this

Province for the coming election.

MR. FLIGHT: : It is starting now.
MR. NEARY: Retaliation. .
MR. NOLAN: Never mind! The ministéer knows

what I am talking abéut. And I am telling the members here
in this House now, Mr. Speaker, that what we are seeing is
an effort to buy the people again with their own money,
such as the Fisheries Conference. I want the Minister of
Fisheries to assure the members of this House and the
people of this Province that the videoAtapes and shots

used at that conference will not be used for any po;iticgl
purposes in the next election of the P.C. Pafty.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

MR. NOLAN: ) I want the Minister of Fisheries
to now state clearly where the money came from to pay for
such video taping and‘PR efforts asvhe attempted to use

in a mosf scandalous fashion.

MR. WHITE: o Hear, hear!

MR. NOLAN: . All for the benefit of the

fishermen?

MR. FLIGHT: ) No.
MR. NOLAN: I am really surprised. As a

matter of factsaI do not believe the Minister of Fisheries
was responsible for it,. I will go so far as to say that.
I cannot believe that he was directly responsible.

MR. RIDEOUT: Who is using whom?
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MR. F. ROWE: - i What are you pointing

at me for?

SOME HON. MEMBERS: "Oh, oh!

"MR. SPEAKER: (Dr; Collins) Order, please! Order, please! .
The ﬁop. member fér Conception Bay South (Mr. ¥Nolan) has -
difficulty continuing his remarks.

MR. NOLAN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker..

We are now séeing the beginning

of plans to finance projects building up to the next

election. : -
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

Mﬁ. NOLAN: ) It 1s not coﬂcern for the people

at Hinds Lake or out in Buchamns. No way! It 1is not

concern for the people of Twillingate who were promised

so much largess only a year ago and there are members on

the opposite side of the House who say, 'Oh, well, I do

not know anything about that.' Well, what party do they
belong té? The fact is you are going to see funds spent

in the next year. Even if the Linerboard mill is given

away, what difference does it make when people in Stephenville
"are desperate to save their homes, to get jobs for their -
families? Vhat is the motivation? The mocivatién is for

.a desperate crew to try to hang on to the Ship of State

which they have almost broken in two in the last seven years.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

MR, NOLAN: We have witnessed one of the
most scandalous administrations this Province has seen since
the fishiﬁg admirals.

SOME_HON. MEMBERS: .. Hear, hear! *

MR. NOLAN: ‘ And the Minister of Industrial
Development grins and smirks his way through the whole effort.

AN HON. MEMBER: "Admiral Peckford'?

What have you got against

MR. NOLAN: ‘Admiral Peckford' is alright as

an individual.
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MR. SIMMONS: " It is the company he keeps

that is the problem.

" MR. NOLAN: if ;nybody thinks for one

minute that the Linerboard mill and the Come By Chance
refinery are éoing to all-come onstream in this particular
year principally because 6f the -skill and economic knowledge
of those opposite, theyvafe out of thgif minds. This is
coming about now; including the fisheries programme, to

try to fit in with the grand and glorious scheme to.

convince the people of Newfoundland that this crowd have

a heart. Well, they are going to'have some convincing to
do.
MR. RIDEOQUT: : They did not have a heart im *

.November, 1975.

MR. NOLAN: The people who have been shafted since
the last election remember what we had in 1975 - blasting
on both sides of the Straits; fetro—Chemicalé were going
to go iﬁto Come By Chance, that was in 1975 3uring tﬁe
election. Now after that we hear blaming of the federal
government, blaming of the Arabs, blaming of

John C. Doyle, blaming of John Shaheen, the blaming of
everyone under the sun. When anything goes wrong this
crowd are over there washing theit hands. But when
'everything_is right, even if it comes from the federal

government or
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Mr. Nolan: even if ft camevfrom the Holy Ghost they would t}y
to take credit.,v It is a scandalous display that we have seen, a
heartless, vicious administration that I have ever seen in the last
seven years - '

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

MR. NOLAN: - playing with the emotions and -the real
needs of the people of this Province.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

MR. NOLAN: And- now you would like for me as

an individual to vote $200 million. Let us get to the Newfoundland
Hydro:ﬁere you have a situation now in Newfoundland Hydro - I would
love very, very muchyand I have not always been kind to the Newfoundland
Light and Power Company; I would 109e for the officia]s of Newfoundland
Light and Power to be able to tell the real story of the wholesale
blackmail that they must he exposed to because they are the retailer,
they are the ones that have to come in and increase rates and so on.
But who is the producer of power? Who is the wholesaler? It is
Newfoundland Hydro. And if Newfoundland Light and Power, the
shareho]&ers for that matter and the management,do not keep in Tine
they are going to have their economic throats  cut; it is as simple

as that. Newfoundland Hydro is the one that is playing the tune

on the instructions of this administration.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: -~ »Hear, hear!
MR. NOLAN: And let us stop clowning around with the
whole deal. I will not vote for this bill. There is no way in God's

world anybody could.
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear:

MR. NOLAN: Because I-believe it is a corporation that -
is being used and used very, very badly against the people and the best
needs of the people of this Province.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, ‘hear!

MR. CHAIRMAN: If the hon. minister now speaks he closes
the debate. '
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MR. CHAIRMAN: The hon. Minister of Mines and Energy.
MR.FPECKFORD: "Mr. Speaker, I thank hon. gentlemen opposite
and gentlemen on this side of the House who have spoken on the amendments
contained in this bill. [ thank them for their advice and their
suggestions. First of all, the'hon. member for Windsor-Buchans (Mr.
Flight)just let me mention and respond to a numbér of concerns that the
hon. member had. The hon. member seems to think that I and a number
of my colleagues, but I particularly am against trying to help the
people of Buchans. Not only am I against trying to help the-people
6f Buchans I had deliberately gone out of my way, and the hon. gentleman
used_the word 'de]iberaté', gone out of my way to ensure thatAthé
people of Buchans are scraped from any opporEunity or any possibility
to get jobs in Hinds Lakes or to get jobs anywhere.

Now, Mr. Speaker, I as one individual, as
one citizen of this Province,take except to those kind of comments.
I am just as concerned about the people of Buchans as I am about the
people anywhere else in the Province, {n that anything [ can do to
enhance their opportunities for emp]oyment, for advancement, for
progression, for social Qe]fare then I will do it. I will go to any

. parts of the Province to do it. That is a different thing, Mr. Speaker,

than saying that we must expend millions of dollars additional on the
power project-in order to provide an access to that project for the
people of Buchans. It is a different thing altogether, because
there are so many things in this world today and in govérnmenf today
you are damned if you do and you are damned if yéu do not. So you
try to bring'on power at the cheapest possible rate because the
consumers -are shouting out that the electricity is costing too much,
at the same time then you musf try to protect your flanks, and those
people who say that they must have first call on employment opportunities
and f{rst call on all access to any work that is to be done on that
project.  So it is a very difficult road to walk down. It is a very

difficult path to follow. On the one hand to keep the price of
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Peckford: electricity down, and on the other hand expend additional
sums over and above what is necessary in order to provide a preference
for a certain segment of the-popu1ation. Ii is a difficult road and

I appreciate the hon. member's commenté. I understand the frustration
that he has. 1 understand-that'from %he point of view of being on

the opposite side of the House he can then make statgments which if

he were on this side of the House he would not be able to make, in my
view. I understand that. That is part §f his jéb to oppose. Tﬁat

is part of his job to try to prove to the people of Buchans that he

is out there on the front lines with all hands goings‘to try to help

alleviate some of the problems that they have. That is his job and

1 appreciate it. But I see it in that context, and not simply in the

contéxt that we must just go.open the floodgates and go out of our
way for any one part partichlar-part of the Province. '

The Bay d'Espoir area, as the hon. member for
Burgeo-Bay d‘Espofr {Mr. Simmons) knows,has got a pretty, pretty
serious unemployment probiem, really serious. And add to that
‘when itbcomes to Bay d'Espoir as opposed to Buchans a very highly
qualified group of men who have worked on power projects over the
last decade, as a matter of fact Fight now at Hinds Lake there are
over twenty people from Bay d'Espoir workiné at Hinds Lake because
of their expertise. Now, you know, the hard crunch comes then
if you take a person from a depressed area called Bay d'Espoir or do
you take a person from a depressed areaqsBuchans, and where is the
saw off there ) when nine times out of ten the guy from Bay d'Espoir
is going to be able to prove to you that, you know, I have morev' _
experience on power projects than the gentleman from Buchans? I mean

these are the hard facts that employers have to contend with that
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. PECKFORD:

Canada Manpower has to contend w;th. We negoti;ted for quite some

. time with Canada Manpower in order to get the Grand Falls office

accomodating requests from ;he Central Newfoundland area 'so that we

could reflect in the hiring practices altogether some Central Newfoundland =
bias there as well as having the Western Newfoundland. It is a funny -
thing, Mr. Speaker; the most phone calls that I got or my department
got or Newfoundland Hydro got or McNamara goé came from the West Céast
because they were saying there is no preference. '"You goid us a lie
when you were out here for ;hree public meeting, you are telling a
lie,you are “not hiring people from the West Coast. You are hiring
‘them from Central Newfoundland and other parts of the Province and

you have told us a lie, you are being untrue , those things in the

tender documents meant nothing"dnd so we had to go out of our way to

prave that forty-four people were now wotking from Hoﬁley on Hinds Lake

and seventy-seven people from the Hampden,Jackson’s Arm and around

fifty to eighty people from Deer Lake and twenﬁy to thirty people

from Bay d'Espoir and so on to prove-to the.people of the West Coast -

that is not to say to anybody from Bay of Islands of any consequence

no great numbers are on yet Qntil it builds up to the 800. 'So it

is a big problem and it 1s not an ‘easy one to deal with and that

is all I will say as it relates to the hon. member for Windsor-

. Buchan'é (Mr.Flight) concern as it relates to Hinds Lake. I undergtand

them, appreciate them but I would like for him to know and would

like for it to go into the record that I am just as concerned about

the plight of the people of Buchans as any other member of this House.
The hon. member for LaPoile (Mr. Neary)

in his usual style said very little but spoke for .a long while and

A

there is really nothing new in what the hon. member had to say
from what he said in the House over the last three or four years as

it relates to amendments to bills for Newfoundland and Labrador Hydro. A -
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MR. PECKFORD: The hon. meuwber for Burgeo ~ Bay d'Espbir
" (Mr.Simmons) brought up a number of p&ints of'intgrest I thought which
are worthy of commencA. One has to deal with the need for PDD and on
that score we are now looking at changing that because the hon. member
.1s correct. All the PDDs are together and we nb longer need a vehicle.
through REA to put the money in there and we are looking at now just
making it as a part of Hydro. But the whole key to it now is that the
people who are in PDD, as the hon. member kndws,are the retailers of
power as opposed to the wholesalers of power in the reét of Newfoundland
Hydro where they are more project orientated, Why PDD is Jjust getting
out the bills and the maintenance and the inspection up until now,-
that sort of thing. . But the hon. member is correct and we are
1ooking at changingbthe structure to not call it anything really but

just be a part of Newfoundland and Labrador Hydro.

AN HON.MEMBER: (Inaudible)

MR. PECKFORD: That is right. Exactly. That is the difference
that the hon. member is referring too. But I also agree with him

that it ‘can be Liended in there and just have it as a division wﬁich
is a retail division rather than have it serve somewhere off on paper
in any case and a number of other legislation dealing with it.

The secﬁnd ﬁoint that the hon.
member from Burgeo- Bay d-Espoir (Mr. Simmons) . Rentioned was what was
the debt prior to 1975. We are looking at Bay d'Espoir, we are looki;g
at the start of Hdlyrood, we ar; looking at the new transmission system
around the Island and it comes to somewhere near $400 million in round
figures - do not hold me to the exact amount but around that-and we
went another $200 million then from 1975 until now. So we are looking
at somewhere around $600 mil;ion tight.ch. The coﬁce:n'that every§ody
has, most members of the House, the hon. member for St. John's»East
(Mr.Marshall) which is familiar territory to him, familiar ground,his
stand as itlrelates to the level of borrowing that we are allowing

under this act to give to Newfoundland Hydro. I can only say this,Mr.
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MR. PECKFORD: ' ' Speaker, and I think it is a very
legitimate concern and I think I would be less than honest if I said

I am not as minister concerned about this at all because IIAm concerned
about 1it. I must say that right off the top,number one. I think

all members of the House have a tight to be concerned when we are _.

giving authoricy of this magritude to-a corpotation{ a. Crown

cérporation. But 1if I can just for a fey minutes be specific: The

$200 million we are talking about now - we already ;entioned the $75

to $80 million on Hinds Lake - why do I say $75 million? Why do I not sa§ $80
million? Why do I not say $75 million’-Why am I bouncing over $5 million?
Simply because you do not know the final costs until all the contracts

have been awarded and ‘all the work has been done because then there

could be .overruns. On a 355 million project it is not unusual to-

get a $5 million overrun. Hence it éould be $80 million, it could be

$82 , it could be $76, it is soﬁewhere in that neighbourhood. You

must leave flexability in there because you are not sure exactly how

it is going to come in so we are looking at” that right‘off the top.

We are also looking at iaround $30 million,
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MR. PECKFORD: approximately $30 million to complete
Holyrood, You are looking at $100 million right there,and -
perhaps more. Then add to that, Mr. Speaker, which is a
legitimate defeﬁce, if you give Hydro under this act only
$100 million or so which they have to borrovw in issues, you
are not leaving them any flexibility at all to go to the
market after they havé borrowed Ehat $100 million for : -
specific projects when tﬁe market {s ripe. And they are
looking at now not borrowing any less than $40 million., They
are in the $40 million raﬁge of borrowing every time now they
go the market. They have absolﬁtely no flexibility. .Right
now they have very little flexibility because they want to go
for a $40 .million one and there is less than $40 million available
to them under the old loan act. And so therefore they are doing
short term borrowing, and Mr. Speaker, the result is that
it is costing Newfoundland Hydro more because they cannot go
long term under the act, It is costing tﬁem more. It is costing
every citizén of the Province more money because we have not
given them the proper flexibility right now to go and borrow
long term in the capital markets. So we are paying a penalty.
Sosyou kn@v,cﬁere are good points
to it and there are bad points,and the good point to it, tie
aanntage to it is that by giving them flegibility to go long term
we can save money. It is chéaper money for us. Okay. So three
poiats, $75 million, $30 million pproximately around $10 million
$115 million.
Number chree; flexibility saves us
money. Nﬁmber four, we are also looking at another projaéﬁ
besides Hinds Lake. We are not looking at it vaguely. We are
not lookiang at it in gemeral terms. We are not throwing it out
for a foolish matter. It is not a red-herfing. The final design

cost work is being done on another Hydro project on the Island which
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MR. PECKFORD: ] ' we must give yes or no answers

to in '79 and all indications are that the answer has to

be yes.
AN HON. MEMBER: ) (Inaudible).
1R. PECKFORD: That is right because we will not =

be in position to project. release anything in Labrador and
be sure of an in feed in thé year in which wg are going to need
power next #fter Hinds Lake. So it looks like another on Island
Hydro, _How:much? Another $80 million or $90 million.

Then add to that number five, a fifth
reasoﬁ for i{t; we are looking at our capital budget for next .
year as it relates to "small" projects around the Province which
will be a part of Hydro's capital budget, PDD's capital budget,
dieselsAwe have to buy, major improvements we have:to make'

in a whole whack of communities which ccmes out of our capital funds.

R, DOObY: Number four.

MR. PECKFORD: What number was that?

MR. BOODY: Five.

MR. PECKFORD: ‘That is five. Numbér six, on base ten -

PREMIER MOORES: You need more money.

MR. DOODY: . I am with you on five. Five, carried. A
MR. PECKFORD: ' Number six is this, all the borrowings

under this $200 million have to go'through Cabinet so there is

that safeguard as well somebody mentioned.

SOME HON. MEMBER: Oh, oh!

HR. PECKFORD: . Well it was mentioned by the hon.

member for Burgeo-Bay d'Espoir (Mr. Simmons) once removed, twice

removed, and now it {s back to once removed rather than twice ° ‘ i
removed., So that is an improvegent. That is an asset. So
that therefore for all of- these reasons I am half tempted to ask _ .
for an amendment to increase it from $200 to $250 but I will
not, ¥r. Speaker, I will leave it as it is and I trust that f

have answered the question satisgfactorily.
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SOME HON. MEMBERS:- Hear, hear!

On motioﬁ, a bill, "An Act Respecting
The Newfoundland And Lgbrador“ﬂydro Act, 1975, The Electrical
Power Control Act, The Newfoundland And Labrador Hydro (Loan
And Guarantee Limitation) Act; 1975, The Newfoundland And
Labrador Rural Electricity Act,'And The British Newfoundland‘
Corporation Limited (Lower Churchill River Lease) Act, 1966/67,"
(B111 No. Sé), read a second ;ime, ordered referred to a Committee
of the Whole House presently by leave.
MR. HICKMAN: : | Order 11. Bill No. 57.

Motion, second reading of a bill,

"An Act Respecting An Increase In Certain Pensions”. (Bill No. 57).

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. Minister of Finance.
MR, HICKMAN: Mr. Speaker, I will not take long, and

‘my comment on this bill really can apply to all the pension acts.
This is to ratify what was contained iﬁ the Budget Speech, the
increase in pensions to public servants, 'N€Y are already being

paid,
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MR. HICKMAN: . and it gives authority to pay a
5 per cent increase as announced in this yéar's Budget Speech the
increase provides for an award of $240,000 a year or 5 per cent

.

whichever is greater up to an individual maximum of $600 per

kb

year. This 1is only the public service pensions are used in
calculating this-inérease and other incomes such as old age- )
security, Canada;pénsiép; private pensioﬁs are not taken into
consideration for the purpose of our pension increases. I

move second reading.

On motion, a bill, "An

Act Respecting An Increase Of Certain Pensions", read a second
time, ordered, refetiéd.to a Committee of the Whole Houge
presently by leave. ,
MR. HICKMAN: . Order 18, Bill 59.
- Motion second‘reading,' a bill,
"An Act To Amend The War Services Pensions Act 1975“ (Bi1l No. 59).
MR. SPEAKER: Is it the pleasure of the House-for
the said pill to belread a second time? Those :in favour 'Aye",
contrary "Nay". Carried. h ’
' On motion, a bill, "An Act To
Amend The War Services Pensions Act 1975", read a second time, —:
ordered referred to a Committee of the Whole House presently
by leave.
MR. HICKMAN: Order 23, Bill 85.
Motion, second reading, a:bill,
"An Act To Amend The Public Services Pension Act". (Bill No. 85).
MR. SPEAKER: . . Is it the pleasure of the House .
-

for the said bill to be read a second time? Tﬁose ip f;vour ""Aye"', L

contrary 'Nay". Cérried. ' ' o . -

On motion, a bill,"An Act To Amend .

The . Public Services Pensipn Act", read a second time, ordered.

'refertedvto a Committee of the Whole House presently by -leave.

MR. HICKMAN: . Order 38, Bill No. R2.
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Motion, second reading, a bill
"An Act To Provide For The Payment Of Accelerated Pensions To
Employees Of The Government Of Newfoundland Transferred To
Services_Of'The Government Of Canada At The Date 0f Union." -
(Bill.No. 82).
'bﬂk; SPEAKER: . : Is. it the pleaéure of the House ‘
.fdr the §aid bill to be read a second time? Those‘in favouf
"Ayg", contrary 'Nay'". Carried.

On motion, a bill, "An Act

To Prowide For The Payment Of Accelerated Pensions To o=
Employees Of The Government Of Newfoundland Transferred To
Services Of The Government Of Canada At The Date Of Union."
ordered referred to a.Commi;tee of the Whole House presently
by leave.
MR. HICKHA&: Order 19, Bill No. 64
Motion, second reading, a*Bill,
GAn Act To Provide For Change Of Name'. (Bill No. 64).
MR. SPEAKER: Is it the pleasure of the House
for the said bill to be read a second time? Those in favour
"Aye'", contrary "Nay". Carried. L . .-
On motion, a bill, "An Acé ) -
To-Provide For Change Of Name', réad a second time,ordéred
‘ referred.to a Committee of the Whole House presently by leave.
MR. HICKMAN: . Order 26, Bill No. 68.
Motdion, secong readiné, a bill
"An Act To Amend The Automobile Insurance Act.” (Bill No. 68.)

MR. SPEAKER: Is it the pleasure of the House -
for the said bill tosbe read a second tiwe?v Those in favour o
;Aye", contrary "Nayg. Catried.'. .

On motion, a bill, "An Act To

Amend The Automobile Insurance Act', read a second time. Ordered

referred to a Committee of the Whole House presently by leave.
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MR. HICKMAN: . Order,27, Bill Yo. 70.
‘ ' Motion,‘secdnd reading, a bill
YAn Act To Amend The ManagemenE'Accountﬁnts Act." (Bill No. 70).V
"MR. SPEAKER: Is it the pleasure of the
House for the said bill to be read a second time.. Those in
favour "Aye", contrary "Nay",' Carried.
v On motion, a bill, "An Act
‘To Amend The Management Accountants Act.", read a second.
time. Ordered referred to a Committee of the Whole House

presently by leave.
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"MR. HICKMAN: ' Order 29.

Motion, second reading of
a bill, "An Act To Amend The Real Estate Trading Act,"
(B111 No. 73).

On motion, a bill, "An Act
To Amend The Real Estate Trading Act," (B111 No. 73),
.fead a second time, ordered referred to a Committee of
the Whole House pfesently by leave.
MR. HICKMAN: Order 28. .

Motion, second reading of
a bill, "An Act To Amend The Accident And Sickness
Insurance Act," (Bill No. 67).

On motion, a bill, "An Act
To Amend The Accident And Sickness Insurance Act,”:
(Biil,No. 67), read a sec;nd time, ordered referred to
a Committee of the Whole House presently by leave.
MR. HICRMAN: Order 30.

Motion, second reading of
a bill, "An Act To Amend The Hospital insurance

(Agreement) Act," (BLill No. 86).

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. the Minister of
Justice.

MR. HICRKMAN: I would like to explain that one.

1

That was one of these situations
where the. Government of Canada brings in a programme that we

avail of right away and then they come back and we have to

make it retroactive in order to take advantage of it.
On motion, a bill, "An Act

To Amend The Hospital Insurance (Agreement) Act,’

(Bill No. 86), read a second time, ordered referred to

a Committee of the Whole House presently by leave.
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MR. HICEMAN: = order 35.
Motion, second reading of

a bill, "An Act To Amend The Registration Of Deeds Act,"”

MR. SPEAKER: : The hon. the member for
LaPoile.
MR.. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, I would like to

take a.moment on this b1ll, Sir, if I may. .

‘ We are talking about the.
Registry of Deeds down here, Mr. Tessier. Well, Sir,
I have to say this that I believe that with the volume of
work ‘'down there in the Registry office that Mr. Tessier
'is.entitled to a deputy, to an assistant.

AN HON. MEMBER: . He is overworked.

MR. NEARY: That is right. That is why

I am supporting the bill. Because I have occasion probably

moreso than any other member of the House to use the
Registry office for one reason or another in the process
of carrying out my research from time to time and I know
how overworked that particular individual is, Sir.
And I am glad to see.that finally the minister is taking
steps to éee that Mr. TeSSiervgets an assistaﬁt. ‘

. On motion, a bill, "An Act
To Amend The Registration 6f Deeds Act,” (Bill No. 78),
read a second time, ordered refefred to a Conmiftee of
the Whole House presently by leave.
MR. HICKMAN: Order 12.

Motion, second reading of

‘a bill, "An Act To Amend The Registration (fital Statistics)

Act," (Bili No. 58).

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. the memﬁer for
'Bu;geo ~ Bay d'Espoir.

MR. SIMMONS: ' ' Mr. Speaker, perhaps the
Minister of Health might take a minute here just to fill

us in on what is happening to the administration of
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MR. SIMMONS: this division so far as

the dispensing of birth certificates is concerned.

Perhéps the minister did not
~ hear me. People all over this Province are having an
immense amount of difficulty getting birth certificate
requests filled and it is taking many, many months.

I inquired of the minister
about a year ago and he assured me that they had a
bottleneck at that time, but that it would be taken care
of ;nbdue course. I‘understand from members on both sides
of the House that ;hey are still getting a number oé
inquiries, as I am, on this. subject, whefe it is taking
up to five and six monfhs to have a request for a copy
of a birth certificate responded to by the Division of
Vital Statistics.

Now I wonder would the minister
indicate what the problem is and if this bill is in any

wav going to facilitate its solution?'.
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MR. SPEAKER: The hon. Minister of Health.

MR. H. COLLINS: Yes, Mr., Speaker, we have had some

difficulty over a numbér of years in trying té meet the demands
of people who want to obtain registration of births and the
existing system, as all hon. members nust know, is a pretty
cumbersome one and this past year has proved to be more
cumbersoﬁe than normal because.of the gréat demand made by
’different people, brought aﬁout by the requirements of the
federal government and it is not in a disparaging way at all
but in terms of the federal government requirement for new
registrations under social security demands.
This bill we hope, Mr.' Speaker, will
‘ be able to streamline the whoie operation and I might say, for
the information of hon. members, that we are up to date din the
department in terms of the backlog and one of the most discouraging
parts of the vhole operation was when people came in, went through
the registration of births, through our registry, provided all the
information which was recessary then found after waiting for
hours they had to go upstairs to the cashier and pay their $2.00
and come back with the receipt and stand in line again. We are
co¥rect{ng tﬁat procedure as well b§ the installation of a cash
register within the registry whereby peoplé only have to stand
in line once, obtain their certificate and pay for it‘and so on and
so forth.
There was a tremendous bottleneck

but it is just about up -to date now and we think from here on -

MR. HICKMAN: - It has cooled down a lot.
¥R. H. COLLINE: . - we will have it streamlined to the

extent that one will be able to pick up a birth certificate almost
instantaneously.
MR, SIMMONS: Is there a gap in the records of the

department? I am thinking of a gap of some years past,perhaps
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MR, SIMMONS: due to a fire,or‘some occurrence before
the turn of the century. Is there some kind of a gap in terms of

the birth records of older people and if so could the minigter,

either now or undertake to find out what the dates of that -
gap are? ) . : ’ _
MR. H. COLLINS: Mr. Chairman, there has been a number

of problems in terms of'olde: people who were registered through
the church registry who were required to submit information to
the department and for some reason orvocher sométimes the
registrations were not coﬁpleted to the extent that formév ! v =
were sent in and the registry was completed, when they went back
to the churches, I am not sure i1f there were firés or for whatever
reason, but there was some difficulty. Some years ago, four
or five years ago, an amendmen;.to the regulations was made whereby
people even though the proof could not be established at the church
level affidavits could have béen taken which would permit the
person still to come in and prove to us tha£ he or she was
born on some particular date.

. I believe that we have gone through
most of those unfortunate circumstances and in the event that E B
there is some hon. member who still has that problem,. certainly .-
the people in the departﬁent have been sensitized to the need to
be compassionate and deel with it properly and the mini;ter certainly
has been most willing to also pay particular attention to that ‘
particular problem and do what we can for it.
MR. SIMMONS: Before the minister fin;shes, is he
saying that he can on occasion,tor.his department. can on occasion,
issue a birth certificate on the basis of affidavits?
MR. H. COLLINS: Yes, Mr. Speaker, that has been done. B

It i{s not always the case becausé we also find that sometimes there
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MR. H. COLLINS: - have been affidavits taken and affidavits
following that whenVQe try to combine the two and confirm it,
there has been some difficultieé.v I suspect I know a
particular case to whiéh the hon._member alludes. Thgre is
not much we can do¢ about that yet. Whatever wé do- in fhat
~respect is in.the best interest of the person’ who is_épplying.
On motion; a bill, "An Act”
To Amend The Registration (Vital Statistics) Act," (No. 58),
read a second time, ordered referred to.a Commiitee of the
Whole House presently by ieave.
MR. HICKMAN: . Order 15. Bill No. 62.
Motion, second reading of a bill,
"An Act To Facilitate Metric Conversion,” (B11ll No. 62), be

no read a second time.
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MR. NEARY: Metric conversion.
MR. SPEAKER (DR. COLLINS): Is.the pleasure of the House that the
said bill be now read a second time? Those in favour "Aye".

The hpn. member for Baie Verte-White Bay.
MR. RIDEQUT: - It is a ouestion really, and I think this might
be the opportune time to do it since this bill is under the name of
the Minfster of Consumer Affairs and Environment. Maybe the Minister
of Justice, the Government House Leader migﬁt‘1ike.to a minute
‘and tell ﬂs in view of all of the énvironmenta] and consumer problems
that we have in fhe Provinﬁe whether or not the present minister is
going to make his appearance in the Chamber any moré? And since he
said publicly over the airwaves a day or so ago that he has no
intention of coming here anymore .whether or not the Premier has
any intention of replacing him immediately so that we can have a
minister, a full time miﬁisterAresponsib1e for this ‘particular

department not have to have somebody else put through his bills for

him?
SOME HON. . MEMBERS: ‘Hear, hear!
- MR. SPEAKER (bR. COLLINS): The hon. member for LaPoile.
MR. NEARY: » Mr. Speaker, I am glad my hon. friend

raised that, it slipped my mind, we were talking about it the other
day, Sir. The Minister of Consumer Affairs and Enviéonment has
stated publicly that he has no intentign in this world of associating
with the members_of this House. He said they are not fit to
associate with. The Minister of Justice, the Premier, the Minister
of In;ergovernmenta] Affairs, the Minister of Health, and the Minister
of.Social Services are not fit to associate withyso the hon. gentieman

has made a public statement that he is going to withdraw himself from

the House.
MR. W. N. ROWE: I agree with him there.
MR. NEARY: i do not know if he is going to opt out

of society or not. I know the climate is getting kind of cold in

this Province right now and Flordia is starting to look pretty good.
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Mr. Neary: But I believe, Sir, in all seriousness,that my
hon.friend has a very valid point -

" MR. RIDEQUT: ' » I would remind him of Standing Order 80

MR. NEARY: - thAt'-if the hon. gentleman has resignedyand he
has made a statement publicly which can be 1nterbreted as a resignation,
then hfs salary, his minister's salary and his sessional indemhity or
whatever else he is entitled to should cease.as of that date, and

the Premier should not waste a moment longer in appointing a Minister

- of Consumer Affairs in this Province. As my hon. friend. indicated,

we- have cbnsumers in this Province crying out for help énd we have

a Minister of Consumer Affairs who has so much contempt for the

House of Assembly and his colleagues that he does not think that they
are fit to associate with, and he has withdrawn himself from the House.
-So his pay should be cut.

MR. RIDEOUT: -  Refer to Standing Order 80.

MR. SPEAKER (DR. COLLINS): The hon. the House Leader.

MR. HICKMAN: I realize this has got nothing to do with
metric conversion. |

MR. DOODY: I tell you one thing,you will neve? convert
Murphy whétever else you will do.

SOME_HON. MEMBERS: ~ Oh, oh:

MR. HICKMAN: In any event,it is my understanding
that the hon. the Minister of Consumer Affairs and Environment.,who has
served this Province as well or better than anyone I can think of,
vand if any hon. gentleman wants to lose favour with the eleven or
twelve electoral seats in the City of St. John'syl would challenge

him to suggest that because the Minister of Consumer Affairs who has
been atténding his duties but whose health is not as strohg as

it used to be -

MR. NEARY: Well,he should have said that.
MR. RIDEOUT: That is the whole point.
MR. NEARY: He said his colleagues were

not fit to associate with.
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Mr. Hickmaﬁ: I am sure that the hon. Minister of Consumer
Affairs does-not mean that. But in any event if he does mean it
.it truly makes me sorry becauserI find. him to be an outstanding
_Newfound]and gentleman, an outstanding Newfound1anq statesman who
is entited té every solidary nicke] that he hag'earned in.the
public service of this Province.
T M. NEARYE The member for the Bay of Islands (Mr. WOodrow)
and the member for Placentia East (Mr. Patterson) - .
MR. HICKMAN: I move second reading.
MR. SPEAKER {(DR. COLLINS): . If is- the pleasure of the House
that the said bill be now read a second time? Those in favour "Aye",
contrary "Nay" carried. ‘
On motion, a bill, "An Act To Facilitate
Metric Conversion", read a second time, ordered referred to a
Cqmmittee of the Whole House presently by leave (Bi11‘No. 62).
MR. HICKMAN: Order 6, Bill No. 45.
Motioh, second readihg, "An Act To Amend The
Fish Inspection Act."
On motion, a bill, "An Act To Amend The
Fish Inspection Act", read a second time, ordered referred to a Committee
of the Whole House presently by leave. (Bill No. 45).
MR. HICKMAN: Order 24, Bil1l No. 71.
- Motion, second.reading, a bil11"An Act To
Amend The Department of Forestry and Agricultural Act, 1973". (Bill
No. 71).
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MR. SPEAKER: Is it the pleasure of the House that the

said bill to be read a second time? Those in favour "Aye', contrary
""Nay" Carried.
On motion, a bill, "An Act To Amend

", read a second time,

The Department Of Forestfy And Agricultural Act
ordered referred to a Committee of the Whale House presenfiy by
 1eave.
. HICKMAN: ' Order 4, Bill No. &44.
Motion,second reading, a bill,
"An Act To Amend The Detention Of Intoxicated Persons Act, 1973."

(Bill No. 44)

¥R. SPEARER: I8 it the pleasure of the House that

the said bill to be read a second time? Tﬁose in févour "Aye"',
contrary "Nay". Carried.

On motion, a bill, "An Act To Amend
The Betention Of Intoxicated Persons Act, 1973 ", read a second time,'v
ordered referred to a Committee of the Whole House prese&tiy by
leave.
MR. HICKMAN: . " Order 8, Bill 46.

Motion, second reading, a bill,

"An Act To Amend The City Of Corner Brook Act." (Bill No. 46.)

MR. SPEAKER: Is it the pleasure of .the House that
the said bill be now read. a second time? Those in favour "Aye",
contrary '"Nay'. Carried. -

On motion, a bill,"An Act To
Amend The. City Of Corner Brook Act ", read a second time, ordered

referred to a Committee of the Whole House presently by leave.

MR. HICKMAN: ' order 9, Bill No. 47.
Motion, second reading, a bill,
"An Act To Amend The City 6f St. John's Act." (Bill No. 47)

MR. SPEAKER: ‘ Hon. member for Lewisporte.
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MR. WHITE: ' sust a question or two with respect
‘to this. Basically there are a number of things in the bill but
one:of the things that provides for an appeal of the mayors ruling
which is probably a good thing anﬁlabont time. I do ﬂbt want to keep
us very long but I would like ;o-ask‘the minister whether or not it
was considered to take away the power of the double vote. That is
not in this bill and I wonder if that was given any co;sideration

at all? The power of double vote.

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. Minister of Municipal Affairs.
MR. N.WINDSOR: That was basically based

on the recommendations of tﬁe City of St. John's. It is a proposal
to provide a mechanism whereby council can appeal on a point of order
whenever the presiding officer, generaily the mayor, rules on a

point of order and a qouﬁcillcr‘disagreea with thatwthat council then
has the right to appeal to the whole council who will without debate
‘either uphold the decision or whacér{ It is much the same procedure

as we use here in this House.

MR. WHITE: You did not consider the double
vote?
MR. SPEAKER: " Is it the pleasure of the House that

‘the said bill be read a secoﬁd time? Those in favour "Aye", contrary
"Nay". Carried. .

" On motion YAn Act To Amend The St.
John's Act ", read a second time, ordered referred to a Committee

of the Whole House presently by leave.

MR. HICKMAN: - Order 21, Bill No. 83.

. Motion,second reading, a bill,
"An Act To Amend.The'Highway Traffic Aet."” °  (Bill No. 83)
MR. SPEAKER: Is it the pleasure of the House

that the said bill be now read a second time? Those in favour "Aye"
contrary 'Nay'. Carried.
On motion, a bill, “An Act To

Amend The Highway Traffic Act ", read-a second time,ordered referred
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to a Committee of the Whole House presently by leave.

MR. HICKMAN: Order 13, Bill No. 60.
Motion, second reading, a bill,
"An Act To Amend Fhe Liquor Corporation Act, 1973." (Bill No. 60)

MR. NEARY: ‘Hold on now, Mr. Speaker, Wait

il

until I get a gander at this.

AN HON.MEMBER: This is the one that provides for -
MR. NEARY: o Is that the one where you beef up

the effi;ieﬁéy,and-make prb&iéion-for more patf&iﬁééiéév o V -
Is that tﬁe.one? .

MR. ﬁICKMAN: ] . No. It i{s a provision where we are —
going to pfoVidg for a member of the Newfoundland Liquor Corporation
to sit on the Liquor Licensinngoard and vice versa.

MR. NEAR?: Well,would that be a member of the
lounge society? They were advocating the other day that they wanted
somebody on it.

MR. HICKMAN: ' " No.

MR. NEARY: ) The brewers agents.

MR.HICKMAN: ' Né.

MR. NEARY: Okay. Do we. have your word on

that?

MR, HICKMAN:- " Yes; Sir. K
MR. NEARY: Alright. Good enough.

MR. SPEAKER: ) Is it the pleasure of the House

that the 'said bill be now read a second gimg? Those in favour "Aye",
contrary "Nay”. Carried.

On motion, a bill, "An Act To
Amend The Liquor Corporatibn Act, 1973 ", read a second time, ordered
referred to a Committee of the Wﬁole House presently by leave. : >

MR. HICKMAN: Order 39, Bill No. 65. ) ) <
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MR, . SPEAKER: I am sorry, I have lost the order number.

MR. HICKMAN: Order 39. Bill No. 65.
Motion, second reading of a bill,

"An Act To Amend The Liquor Control Act, 1973," (Bill No, 65).

MR. SPEAKER.: The hon. member for Conception Bay
South.
HR. NOLAN: . I would like to know just exactly—

and I have not gone through all the clauses here, I would assume
from the clauses that I see that you are going to enlarge the

board. Why? And who are the appointees? Where are they coming

from?

MR. DOODY: , The .othet board.

MR. NOLAN: The other board?

MR. HICKMAN: ‘ Yes.

MR. NOLAN: You are just interchanging?

‘fR HICKAN: - | V That is right.

MR. NEARY: . Let us be honest about 1it; is this

the Jim Mahoney Act?

MR. DOODY: I did not know Jim had an act.
MR. HICKMAN: He 1s' not a member of the board.
MR. DOODY: ’ Jim is not on the board. No. No.

It it just an interlocking of the two boards.

MR. PECKFORD: An interlociking, this is the other

MR. HICKMAN: . It is the other part of the other
bill,'John'.
1fR. PECKFORD: ' _~ the Liquor Licencing Board anc¢ the

Liquor Corporation are going to interchange on membership.‘

" MR. HICKMAN: ' I'will answer it when the hcn.
gentleman -
MR. NOLAN: Do we have the answér to that on the

‘membership? Are ‘you enlarging the board or not?
HR. HICKIAN: . ¥o.

"MR. NOLAN: No. Okay. Could you also tell us what
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R, NOLAN: ) board members are paid, and how
much was paid to members in the calendar year 1977, '76 and so
on, per year?

‘MR. WHITE: The Corporation and the Licenging : -

1

Board. ‘ ' -
MR, NOLAN: o o » Okay, .membets, that includes. expensés

if any. . : .
MR, HICKMAN - | Mr. Chairman, in closing » .
this debate as I indicated on the other bill the main purpose |
of this bill apartv from a&ministrative and definition problems
A that we have been having is that the liquor corporation, which

I_ might add the Newfoundland Liquor Corporation :L.s an exceptionally
well run organization and we can take some pride in the fact that
othér provinces rank us as ahead of them and that is in no small
measure to the meréhandizing approach that has been used in

the Newfoundland Liquor Corporation, under the leadership of

Mr. Gregory Canning, C.A. He has to be good, the nephew,l
understand - .

MR. NOLAN: And even he is leaving.

MR. HICKMAN: Yes, Wellshe is like so many others ' -
that have come into the public service, recruited by National

Sea Products and/or theANickersons. And in one sense we hate

to see -

MR. NEARY: ‘ Rollie Martin is going to have

to find new hacks. ! -
MR, HICKMAN: - we hate to see these gentlemen,

Mr. Speaker, move out of the public service., We really do. On -
the ‘other hand we do take a certain sense of pride out of the .

fact that it shows that in the public service of th;{.s Province we =
have been attracting very able people.
The members‘of the Board. a.t the present =

time of the Netefoundland Liquor Corporation are Mr. G. Sorenson,

Mr, Dave Norris, the Secretary of Treasury Board, Mr. Gilbert Gill, C.A;
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MR. HICKMAN: the Assistant Deputy Minister of

Finance, Mr. Wareham- what is the Wareham -

AN HON. MEMBER: Harold.
MR. HICKAN: . Mr. Harold Wareham, C.A., from Gander,

o

Dr. Frederick Russell. . ¢

MR. NOLAN: . He was the Tory candidate or aspired
' to be one.
MR. HICKMAN: That is right. On the Newfoundland N

Liquor Licencing Board, the Chairman is Mr. Cyril Banikhin,

Mr. J. Haliburton, ‘: and Mr. William Morry, the president’— -

MR. NEARY: All poiitical appointments.,
MR. HICKMAN: I believe you are right,§ou know.
MR. NEARY: ' Haliburton -and‘ Bill Morry now
and -
MR. HICKMAN: In any event, to answer the other
question, it does increase by one the members of the board, but
that will be takem up by putting - because it is very obvious
that there should be a closer liasion between the two boards.
So one member of the Newfoundland Liquor Corporation will go omn
the Newfoundland Liquor Licencing Board, and vice versa.
I move second reading. -
MR. NOLAN: . H&w about how much is paid?
MR. HICKMAN: . Well, Mr. Banikhin, who is a public
servant -
MR. NOLAN: Tell us about Dr., Russell and
Mr. i'!orey,nﬂow much do they get paid?
MR. HICKMAN: . They get paid on a per diem. I cannot .

‘tell you the amount. L
MR. NOLAN: ‘ The Minister of Finance does not know? -
MR. HICKMAN: No. -
MR, NOLAN: _ I mean fhis board is uander his

administration. Now how much are they paid? Let me just - to shortea

the whole thing. will the minister undertake in the next sitting of
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IR. NOLAN: ) the House -
MR. HICKMAN: Yes., Yes. No problem.
MR. NOLAN: . . - to provide us with a detailed

1list of how much was paid to each member of both boards in
say the last three years. How much per year? And I am
" talking about expenses and salaries or stipends or wvhatever

you call {t. Is that fair?
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MR. HICKMAN: _ Yes. Those who are not public
servants are paid on a per diem hésis depen&ipg on whatever:
days they are called to sit.

MR. NEARY: You‘megn Dr. Russell is not volunteering
his services? A ‘
MR, HICKMAN: - To the Newfoundland Liquor
lCorporation, that profitable organization? Thgt would ﬁe
like asking -

MR. NOLAN: Why do you not Bust lower the

ptice of the booze to the poor guy? Remember the poor man's

champagne? N

MR. NEARY: God's gift to Newfoundland, YOU know.
MR. HICKMAN: y 1 willAget chaf for the hon.
gentleman. '

MR. FLIGHT: ’ BJefore the minister -

MR. SPEAKER: By leave?

MR. HICKMAN: ) Alright, before I take my seat.
MR. FLIGHT: M;. Canning, the President of

the Liquor Corporationis tgsignation has been in effect

nowL it is the public knowledée, for months and he, himself,
has édd;essed himself to the fact he is leaving. Could

the minister indicate who is going to take Mr. Canning's
place?. ﬁas a successor been named at this point?

MR. SPEAKER: ' . The hon. minister.

MR. HICKMAN: No; As of today, a successor

has not been named.

AN HON. MEMBER: They are waiting on 'Alex Hickman'
(inaudible).
MR. HICKMAN: No, and I can tell you that is

not the procedure that was followed.

MR. FLIGHT: "Ank' is not around now.

MR. HICKMAN: Mr. Speaker, I apologize’'to the

hon. the member for Windsor - Buchans (Mr. Flight),.
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MR, HiCKMAN: but I will remind him of

the public statement tha; was made on the d;te of

Mr. Canning's resignation. A committee was appointed
.consisting of Kates, Peat} Marwick and Mitchell,

Mr. Gregory Canning, C.A., Mr. David Norris, Secretary

of Treasury Board and Mr. Gilbert Pike, the A.D.M. of
Finance and one member of the board, to advertise for

a successor to Mr. Canning. And I will say without any
heéitancy at all that the recommendation. of that Committee

will be the next Chairman of the Newfoundland Liquor

Corporation.

MR. NOLAN: ' ] No interferemnce.

MR. HICKMAN: No interference.

MR. FLIGHT: .So-who is going to get the job?
MR. HICKMAN: When the final recommendation

cbmés in and the final decision is made, which has to be
very soon - because I am not very happy with leaving -
the board now has been without a chairman for two weeks.
MR. FLIGHT: ; Right. |

So who is going to geﬁ,the
job? That is the question I am asking.

MR. HICKMAN: I cannot tell you that.

order 39.

Motion, second readiﬁg of
a bill, "An Act To Amend The Liquor Control Act, 1973,"
(Bili No. 65).

On motion, a bill, "An ‘Act
To Amend The Liquor Control Act, 1973," (Bill No. 65),
read a second time, ordered referred to a Committee of

the Whole House presently by leave.
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MR. HICKMAN: Order 22.

. Motion, second reading of
a bill, "An Act Tq Require The Provision Of Facilities
In Buildings For Physically Disabled Persons,'

(B1ll No. 84).

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. minister.
MR. NEARY: ) We do not have the bill.
MR. DOODY: : The bill was distributed

during the last session and I am amazed that anybody could
mislay it. It is a bill that - I certainly do not mind
waiting for a few minutes.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh:

MR. DOODY: ( Hon. members opposite

alright now?

One of the objects of Ehis
bill is to try to help those people who are unfortunate
enough to have to live like that. It has been overdue
for quite a while and I 40 not pretend that all the
answers to all the problems of the disabled are contained
in this bill; however, it doés give us an outline or a
skeleton or at least the forum in which to operate to
try to make facilities of the Provincevparticularly in
terms of access to public buildings, which this bill is
all about, available to those people who are somewhat less
fortunate than we are, I tﬁink primarily in terms of the
wheelchair people.

As we go thfough other parts
of Canada and sée the telephone set at a low level in
hotél lobbies or airports, and as we go into the washrooms
and see .the hand bars and so on, we tend to take them very
much for granted, the wide door elevators and so on.

For those people who are anious to make their own way in

life and who .do not have the
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MR. DOODY: . . opportunity because of their
incapacity, these things are of vital importancelto them. As
a matter of fact,they ;re just as important to these people
as roads and-motorcars and the things that we take so very
much for granted ourselves.In an effort to try to let this
Province'catch up with many of our counterparts in other
parts of (Canada,we have introduced this b{ll. The bill is
best described,I guess,in clause (3) and it éets out the
purpose of the bill very clearly I dounot know if éhe margin
of your bill reads the same as mine if it does 'purpose'is
spelled incorrectly and will have to be amended or perhaps
it is amended already in the version that has been distfibuted
to the members. The purpose of'khis act is to require that
certain public buildings and apartment-type buildings iﬁ
.the provinéebe constructed in such a manner that physically -
&isabled persons will have entrances available for their
use for lawful purposes as members of the public and have
access made available to facilities that are provided within
buildings for members of the public within apartment-type
buildings or the guests of the residents generally. Of
course it goes on to say then that it €Xcepts various
privgte homes, foster homes, haarding homes, lodging houses
and so on éxAC‘-’-PFthat: type of ,.comodations Which provides
for ten or more boarders or ladgers.

| There were some amendments

which I would ask the Minister of Jpstice to move in this

hi;l as we go along because we have'been working with the Committee
the Accessibility Action Committee on this bill and s:i;l

do not think that we have got 1t'completely conquered, completely
cured. The bill really ag I have said earlier, giveé us

the opportunity to put in the necessary regulations to make

all the opportunities available to the people who need them.

There is not much point in having, pi11 . here that says that

doors must be Of a prescribed minimum width in meters and
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MR. DOODY: corridors of a presceibed minimum
width and so on unless these are spelled out and they will have
to be spelléd out in regulations. We have undertaken to work
with the Accessibility Action Comnictee, they have given us
certain recommendationsAso far which the Deputy Minister of :;;
Public Works working with his counterpart in the City of St.
John's have looked at, they have examined various buildings
‘around the Province and have looked at the regulations that
have been suggested., They have made certain modifications

that will be going back with them., One of the difficulties

,& .

of course that we ran into is the fact that Newfoundland

is not necessarily St. John's and many parts of Newfoundland

are not necessarily the Royal ‘Trust Building and so on

and it is all very well to put in an insist that you have this

sort of elevator or ramp or this sort of washroom facilify and

so on that might bé very, very appropriate for St. John's or

Corner B;ook or Grand Falls or what have you and it. way mean

that some person with a two storey building in . some small

commmity may be incommoded or what have you because of this

sort of legislation. And so we are trying toumake life acceptable

to Both sides of the community those under the disability or the

handicap of the necessity to have this sort of a facility available

to them and at'the same time try to remember the fact that there

may be some small businessman puttiﬁg in a small two storey

building in some small community in Newfoundland to whom some

of these regulations may not necessarily be sensible or reasonable.
Most'ﬁf the people who are most concerned with this recogﬁize

that problem and we have discuésed it and I think we have pretty

well conquered it. You just cannot do it on the basis of a one

or two storey bullding unfortunatély we have soﬁe of the

new buildinugs in'thelSt. John's a?ea which are a two storéy ' -

building theoretigally and you can - like the Vil}age Mall

or the Avalon Mall and they are really just big sprawling
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MR. DOODY: . complexes which without access
to the upper storey would be‘just-as difficult for ha“diﬁaPPEd
people to have access to as if it were a ten or twelve storey
Royal Trust or Atlan?ic Plaéé building and so what we are

trying to work on regulations that would take a square footage

into consideration rather than the height of the building. .
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Mr. Doody: 1 think that is the sort of thing that we have

to get into place. We have a deadline in hére saying that no person
shall carry out any substantial reconstruction of a building after

the 31st. day of December, 1978 unless provisign is made to have

the building comply with the requirements of the section in here,

the sect{on is Section (7). Then Section (7) indicates over

a series of sub-paragraphs the sort of things that are necéssary,
bﬁt'once again they are generalizations,.The elevators, the washrooms,
the ramps and so on, the telephones, and these things have gdt to be
done by‘régu1ation, and ‘I'would hope thqt we can get the regulations
in place by the 31st. of December. 1 see no reason why we should not
because our péople in Public Works and our>peop1e in Rehabilitation and
Recreation,working with the Accessibility Action Committee, and there
are people from the HUB and other areas. have done an awful Tot of
background work and it was really their initiatives in thiéiarea which
brought us to the point that we are now. I am very grateful to them
for bringing it forward. I rather feel that it would have been one

of these neglected things that is very easily put on the shelf if it

had not been pushed and pressed. But I am very happy, perhaps I am

a little prejudice, but I am very happy to see it put forward. There is -

nothing in here for straight-legged people who cannot sit in CN buses,
but I Quess that will come later on when we get some of a -

MR, SIMMONS: Maybe we can get rid of the CN buses.

MR. DOODY: That is right. That is right. I cannot get
rid of the straight leg I am going to have it for quite a while. ,'
4R. NEARY: 'Dq you have that problem in the government jet?
MR. DOODY: We do not have a government'jet, that is another
thing that I _am against,but we will get that organized too under the
new regime. . You stay with us comrade we will even her up.
MR. NEARY: 5 (Inaudible). . Yon are_ ahead now.
" MR. DODDY: That is one thing about this new regime, Sir,

.all of us are equal although there are a few of us who are more equal

" than others.
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Mr. Doody: I do not know very much more that I can add to
"this Act, I suppose to push it would be embarrassing to the people
who need it, to press it too hard might be a bit maudlin. There

are obviously,as I said in the beginning,many things in here that are

T

necessary - that are not covered and.they are going to have to be done
by regulation. Until the regulations are formulated and published
perh;ps.the Act is not all that important. I think the spirit of
the Act is very important and I am quite pleaseﬁ to move second

reading and I will be happy to answer any questions that I can on

it. _ -
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. member for Lapoile.

MR. NEARY: - Mr. Speakér, 1 detected a certaiﬁ amount

of pride in the minister's tone as he introduced th{s particular bill,
and 1 capnot say that I blame the hon. gentleman, Sir, because I think
this is one of the most important pieges of Iégislation to come before
this session of the House, and I congratulate the minister for
having the wisdom and the foresight to bring this great reform before
the House in the dying hours of this session.

Now, Mr. Speaker, I would secondly
Tike to congratulate fhe Accessibility Action Committee, really the
ones who are probably more résponsible for having this piece of ’
legisldtion before the House tonight tﬁan the minister or any other
person in this Province. This piece of legislation only came about,
Sir, after a lot of hard work, intensfve research; the presentation of
numerous briefs, meet{ngs with- two ministers, I believe,.The Accessibi]ify
Action Committee had been meeting with one minister and had persuaded
that particular minister on the wording of the legislation, énd then £
1o and behold the Premier announced a change in the Cabinet and then 5
the Accessibility Action Committee had to go and talk to a new | -
minister and practically start all over again, start from scratch, :
although I have no doubt that they had some sympathy from the gentleman

- because of the reasons he gave a few moments agq,of3not being able to
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Mr. Neary: straighten out in a.CN bus.
.And so, Sir, we have before us tonight, in my
opinion, a very worthwhile piece of legislation, very>worthwhi1e

indeed. And all those who had anything at all to do with it, Sir,
]
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¥R, NEARY: are to be congratulated. " We have
a0 hesitation at all in supporting this bill but in so doing,
Yr. Speaker, I want to express one little bit of concern that

I may have about it and that is the minister's reference to

il

the regulations, and the proclaiming of the act.

The minister should indicate,
Mr. Speaker, in closing the debate, should indicate to thé louse
if his officials and 1f the department are going to press ' R
on now with the'regulgtions because the act is no good, it is
useless, 1t is worthless'without'regulations and too often, =t
Mr. Speaker, ir this House we have bills passed that involve
the drawing up of regulaﬁions and the regulationé are never
drafted. And I am afraid, Sir, I am afraid that that could very
easily happen in this particular case and I want the minister,
when he is closing the debate, to indicate, or sort of put a time
limit on 1t; set a critical path if you want, a time limit on
the drafting of the regulations and the proclaiming of the act.
This is the most important thing of'all. Everything. else 1s
useless, Sir. -People have worked hard night and day doing research,
meeting with ministers, a lot of these people volunteers, trying to
bring about a situation wherelty the handicapped will live as normal ° -
a life as 1s possible, will become a part of the public, if that is
the right way to put it, and live as close to a normal life as
they possfbly can. All that work will be in vain, it will be futile
unless fhe minister is sincere in what he said and will press on
and have the regulations drafted and have the act proclaimed.

I do not think there 1s anything else

@
I can say about it, Sir, except I want on behalf of the members +
on this side of the House, to once again extend our sincere b
congratulations to all those people who worked so hard and who -
had so much input into the drafting of this legislation and . ;

seeing to it that it is brought before the House tonight, only

about an hour probably before the House prorogues. It is
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MR, NEARY: ' indeed a worthwhile piece. of
legislation and tihe kind of legislation, Mr. Speaker, that

we like to see brought before this House. You could almost

call it a great Libérai reform. I suppose, Sir, it is about ®
as‘élose as you can get to a Liberal reform and we are

quite proud of it and we want to congratulate all those

.who had. anything to- do ﬁith it. |

MR. SPEAKER: - The hon. meﬁbet for Conception

Bay South.

¥R. NOLAN: " Very briefly I would like to commend
the minister and all those who were associated with him in
bringing thié bill forward. Just a couple oquuéstions that
occurred to me. The minister; as he indicated earlier, had
this"bill tabled some time ago, I do not know exactly wﬁat date,
but since that time, for example,he has leased a considerable
amount of space for public use, say, in Atlantie Place, what is

the situation regarding Atlantic Place and ;c;essibility?

MR. DOODY: All iq.acc;rdance ?ith this act.

fmJ NOLAN ¢ All in acgordance with the act? Well,
very good. C

R. DOODY: Some of the bids were disallowed because

they were not in accofd;nce with the act.

MR. NOLAN: Well,again I commend the minister.
Also,I am wondering to what extent

it might be feasible to provide, perhaps, some tax alleviétione You

would have to get co-operation from the federal government as well

for any buildings that are bresently built and some of‘them,

department stores and sd on that I can think of; are virtually

inaccessible to those in wheel chalrs and handicapped and so on,

I am wondering if we could not induce those that have nct been,

perhaps, as sympathetic and as considerate as-they should 'have been

the past, again using the power of the dollar which is the only

language some them, I am afraid, understand, if we could not induce
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YR. NOLAN: - them to make some alterations and
so on and even get a tax benmefit as a result?

There is another matter that occurs to
me, Mr. Speaker, and it is this; that in some areas where you
have regulations similar to this, people building buildings in
order to get around the-régglations,if you like, have built

who

ramps that are really not suitable for those are handi-

capped or in wheel chairs, so much so that you will see places,’

I believe maybe in Ottawa and other places as well,where although

they -
MR. LUSH: : The University of Ottawa has them.
MR. NOLAN: The University of Ottawa, my colleague

reminds me as an example, where the contractors or the builders,
have built ramps but,really, when they set out to put them in use
they have had to close them up, to bar them off.

MR. LUSH: They are all chained .off.
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MR. NOLAN: They are chained off because they
are impractical, in fact,in some instances a hazard. So I
hope that the miniéter, with his colleagues, and with the

A~cessibility Group or any others that might be involved, will

T

see tO'itbthat when buildings are being built that they will
be checked on not merely to comply with the act,but to see
ﬁhac they are serviceable, that they are useable, and not lét'
some Skinflint try to get around it by trying to beat the
act.in fact.

So I hope the ministfr‘would.consider _;g
these things aﬁrhe tries, together with those that he might be
involved w;th, to see that this bill, and the spirit of the
b1ll is carried out. ‘I can®2talnly join with my friend in
complimenting the minister and all those involved in this bill
and I hope that as we go down the road wé will see still further
impravemehts and additions and amehdﬁents or whatever is necessary
to see to it that these matters are implemented and in the Qay
that they should be. So we do indeed compliment the minister and
also thé Accessibility Group ana any others invclved.
MR. SPEAKER: If the hon. minister spesks now he
closes the.debate.

The hon. Minister of Industrial
Development.
-MR. DOODY: . Mr. Speaker, I have Qery little to
add to that. The point that the‘hoh. member from LaPoile (Mr. XNeary)
made with regard to the regulations is certainly a very valid one
and it is one whiéh I had stressed myself in my preamble or opening
comments 90 the regulations. It is our hope that they will coincide . L
‘with the date that is contained in the bill, The various sections
of ghe bill are considered to be applicable after’thg 31st. day. .
of.December,.l978, and there are various subseétions in the bill
which say that, "After the 31st. day éf December, 1978, no person

" shall carry on any substantial reconstruction of a bﬁilding without
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MR._DOODY: _ : reference to this particular act."”

And then it goes on to describe what  substantial reconstruction
and so-on 1s. Obviously there is great reason, even from a

very practical, administrative point of view, to make
‘December 3lst. the deadline for the promulgation,formulation

and publishing of the regulations. We had, as I had said earlier,
a tremendous amount of input fr&m the group with whom we worked

on this, the Accessibility Action Committee and their advisers,

as well as Ehe peOplg in the Department of Puﬁlic Works and

in Rehabilitation. ' . .
1 really do not think we have that
many hurdles to climb in order to' get the regulations in place. I
woﬁld hope éhat all the people involved can get together very
quickly and put the reéulatiqns'together and have th%m published
and have them enacted. .

As to the present buildings,

ho¥w tg encourage the owners of these to come along and comply
with what 1s obviously socially necessary and acceptable and indeed
essential, I think that that is something we will cope witih during
the coming months. I do not think,reaily,myself-thac tax incentives
is the way to go, I think there are other pressures, other means
6f public pressure . . I think that if enough public buildings, I -
do not mean necessarily public service tuildings, buildings that
are open to the public show the sort of spirit that is contained
in this act, I feel that there should be enough public pressure
put on to force these other less aggressive or less reassnable
companies to come along to the party and join in., If not,thep
perhaps we will have to take some measures to make sure_tbat

they do. I certainly would not wanﬁ to réward people for doing
what 1is ogviously soclally necessary and socially acceptable,

the buildings should be accessible t0‘ail segments of soclety.
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MR. DOODY; : . I would hesitate very nwch to recommend
to government or indeed to the Province that Chéy siiould give tax
breaks to people vho make their sales fioors available to people
in wheel chairs or pedﬁle on crutches or people in what have you,

I think that that may just not be the way to go. I think there
may be more sublte wéys of applying the pressure thét is

necessary to have all sorts of society -

MR, NOLAN: . What about existing buildings?
MR. DOODY: That 1s right. I appréciate-that

" but I just throw that in for what it is - Ig is obviously

an area that we are going to have to tackle next. That is section
(2) and we will get down to that eventually. The importanﬁ thing
is,I think;that we have made the major step and hopefully we wil;
have concluded that stép by the 3lst. of December. As we get

into Committee there are various
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Mr. Doody: amendments that Will have to be made, the amendments
that have been suggested by officials both of the Accessibility Action
Committee and of our own Public Service and ourselves and which will
make the Act even now more meanincful than it is.  There will be
improvements and I think, Sir, fhét once we get into Committee we will
get that clemred up and. then we will get on to some of the things that my
hon. friend suggested later on. Thank you, Sir. I move second
reading.

On motion, a bill, "An Act To Require The Provision
Of Facilities In Buildings For Physdca]1y'DiSab1ed Persons", read a second time,
ordered referred to é Committee of the Whole House presently, by leave.
(Bi11 No. 84).
MR. HICKMAN: Order 37, Bill No. 75.
' MR.'SPEAKER; Order 37. Before readihg Order 37 I would like
to welcome to the House of Assembly on behalf of all hon. members,a
former member and a forﬁer Speaker of the Legislature, a gentleman who
hangs, if not 1itera11y‘.at least pictorially to‘my right; Mr. James
Russell.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

Motibn, second reading, a bill, "An Act'To Amend
The Constabulary Act." (Bill No. 75).
MR. SPEAKER: ~ _The hon. Minister of Justice.
MR. HICKMAN: Mr. Speaker, there are really two principles
in this bi1l: one is that the original Act specifically excludes from .
the Brotherhood the Chief and the two Assistant Chiefs. It does not
put Commissioned Officers. in the Brotherhood but it has been an
irritant in practically all negotiations as to whether or not
Commissiénéd Officers should. be in or should be out. This makes it
very clear that Commissioned Officers are not members of the Brotherhood.
1 think the more jmportant part of the bill is that this has been,
again,a result of collective bargaining and discussions between
management and the Brotherhood with respect to regulations in The

Newfoundland Constabulary.
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Mr. Hickman: There is a procedure now that is a carry-over
from.many, many, many years, i wou1d'say,before the turn of the
century. If a member of the Newfoundland Constabulary is discip1ined
the rights and‘procedures,afe set forth and the complaint or the charge
can be dealt wifh by. the Chief df Police, if the member of the Force
so elects,or alternatively it.can.be dealt with by a panel consisting
of two mens two officers appointed by the Chief of Police and a
constable or member of equal rank. That in itself is reasonably
satisfactory. ' ‘

But the appeal, in the event that an aggrieved
member of the Force is not satisfied with the decision of this panel
or alternatively with the decision of the Chief of Police,the appeal
is to the Minister of Justfce, and I have found tﬁat to be most
unsatisfactory indeed. = Fortunately there have not been very
many appeals, I might hasten to add. In ten years I cannot think of
more than four or five. But it would be unreasonable to expect a
minister, except in very untoward circumstances where you have a panel
with a unanimous decision, having heard all of the evidence or the Chiefi
of Police having reached a decision,to reverse that decision. And
this Act now prdvides;thét if a-person has gone through the disciplinary
procedure, a member of the Force wants to appeal,he appeals to somebody
who is totally independent. a totally independent arbitrator,
and I think that is very satisfactory. I am sure that it will continue
to improve the morale of the Newfoundland Constabulary. The morale
of that Force is very strong right now, and this is a step forward

which on the face of it may not appear to be too significant, but it is

very significant to the officers and men of the Newfoundland Constabulary.

And it is with a great deal of pleasure, genuine pleasure, that I move
second reading of this bill. . -
MR. SPEAKERv(‘MR.VYOUNGJ): The hon. member for Conception Bay South.
MR. NOLAN: ) I am wondering if the minister could
answer a couple of questions. Item one, the bill, of course, affects
the. members in the Newfoundland GConstabulary, have the executive.body
or members of the Constabu]ary'had an opportunity to see this bill or

the items in here?
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MR. NOLAN:
MR. HICKMAN: -

they were after me i

Tape 5338 (Night) P -3
As far as I know they have.

Right.

In fact they were after me._ Why I think that,is
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MR. HICKMAN: July as to why the bill had not been
passed before adjournmeqt.

MR. NOLAN: " Right. Well all I am saying is that they are

N

familiar with the act or the bill.

MR .HICKMAN: ' - Oh, yes. _
MR. NOLAN: And I am also under the assumption, -

if I may digress for just a moment, Mr. Speaker, that the Accessibility
Committee and those interested saw the bill that we discussed just

previously before being tabled .in the House. -

MR. DOODf: As it has already been pointed
out they are mainly responsible. o
MR. NOLAN: " Well that leads me to one good

point, how 1g it that we will make available to some people copies

of bills but in the case,say,of Bill 50 which we had last.year the
couﬁcils in the Northeast region never had an opportunity to see it ?
How come the denturists never had an oppoftunity to see it? To what
extént are we going to continue in this House to make chaulk of one
and cheese of the other? The Law Society, I am sure, has an opportunity
to look at any bill .that comes before this House before it is discussed.
MR. DOODY: . The denturists_can look at this
bill any time at all. .

MR. NOLAN: Yes that particul;r b11l but

not the one that applies to them which has been promised in this

House on three separate occasions. What I am asking the hon. House

Leader -

MR.SIMMONS: (Inaudible) the denturists.

MR. NOLAN: What I am asking the hon.

House Leader is what is your policy regarding bills coming before -
this House? Why is it that certain people and certain groups apparently Tt
have the opportunity to study the bills while others are being discriminated <
against? This is a very, very important question that I am asking T

and I believe that it deserves an honest answer and no evasiveness. I =

support this bill ; I am not égainst‘ic one bit here, not one bit,but
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MR. NOLAN:. » " what I am against is the outright
discrimination that is practiced time after time after time in this
House, and I wéuld like now for the House Leader, the Minister éf
Finance and the Minister of Justice to please tell me now what the
policy of the administration is regarding bills coming before this
House? Why is it that certain groups apparently can sit down and
discuss them in some detail, have some real imput and the like and
other groups are barred and‘ignotedv 1#'some instances,evéu-slected
people such as couﬁcillors,in the Northeast Avalon bill: .Surely
the minister has to address himself to this very, very important
point. »
MR. DOODY: Which council was batreﬁ?
Were there any councils barred?
MR. NOLAN: ) The council of Conception Bay

South did not see the bill prior to its being tabled in this House.

MR.NEARY: . The Horse Cove Line crowd were the ones.
MR. NOLAN: St. Thomas,Paradise, thevCity

of St. John's I think,although it was discussed with them to some
extent, but et us not get into quibbling about ;hat.

MR. DOODY: Any time they wanted- us the door

w;s open just as the door was open for the denturists.

MR. NOLAN: ) The denturists were turned down

and promised in this House on three séparate occasions in the last three
years by the Mihis:er of Health that a bill was coming. in hefe. It

never came in.

MR. DOODY: Sure we have not seen it. How

.can they complain?

MR.RIDEOUT: ' " The minister says it is
drafted.
MR. DOODY: - Well I will see if I am allowed

to see it and then I will check it out.
MR. NOLAN: Look,all I am asking for is fair play

and the minister knows what I am talking about. As far as I am concefned
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MR. NODAN: if you have one or two groups, or three
or four or five with whom it is almost biblical writ that you must
consult with before bringing into this House why discriminate against
other groups? Now there are members on the opposite side who know

what I am talking about so now - -

i

MR.DINN: A i I never did.
MR. NOLAN: . It is not revoluntionary, is it?
MR.DINN: No.

MR.NOLAN: No. Therefore I hope that the House Leader will address himself ¢o that. -
MR. SPEAKER: " If the minister speaks now he closes

the debate.

MR. HICKMAN: - The policy of this administration is

Wery similar to the pelicy of the previous administration and to the
policy of all administrations in Canada.that there are certain bills that
you can diseuss with interested groups in advance. Obviously the
administration, the government wouid not ‘consult anyone with fespect

to a bill;'hn Act To Amend The Quarry Materials Act}"Thitie a matter

of public interest,where the government makes a pdlicy decision, either
it is enunciated in the Speech from the Throne or it is decided sometime

during the session to introduce that kind of legislation. Legislation

involving -
MR. NOLAN: B It is done repeatedly. )
MR. HICKMAN: No. Mr. Speaker, legislation involving

special groups ~ I will give this House other clear examples.

AN HON.MEMBER: ’ Tell us about Bill 50 and tell ws about °

the denturists.

MR. HICKMAN: The Public Service Collective Bargaining

Act was another one that was discussed with the Trade Union Movement,with

those who represent the public servants. Bill 50,which is a public -
bill, not a bill with any special'group, a bill that I understand was

examined, and I know it was subported by the Newfoundland Federation of

Mayors and Municipalities because their President Mr. Ronald Fagan

sat in. the House when it was debated the year before last and had no

hesitancy at all in saying that he supported it,
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MR. HICKMAN: but that is a different type
of legislation from this one.

MR. NOLAN: Tell us about the denturists' bill. They came

time after time after time for meetingé with their lawyer

sitting up in the gallery half the day.
MR. SPEAKER: (Mr. Young) Order, please!

"MR. NOLAN: S ‘Does not the minister have any
shame at‘all?
MR. HICKMAN: I do. I am ashamed of the
‘behaviour of the ﬁonr gentleman from Conception Bay South
(Mr. Nolan), but other than,thaﬁ, Mr. Speaker, IAcannot‘
think of any reason why I should have any shamé this evening.
In any event, I move second

reading of the bill.

On motion,
a -bill; "An Act-To- Amend The-Constabulary Act,” T
(Bill No.”75),f?éh""€'second time, ordered

referred to a Committee of the Whole Héuse, presently,
by ieave.
MR. HICKMAN: If the hon. gentlemen opposite
agree, I will call the other bills first and leave the
Workmen's Compensation one for last. Agreed.
MR. HICKMAN: - o Order 34. B1ill No. 69.
Motion, second reading of a bill,

"An Act To Amend The College of Fisheries Act, The College
0f Trades And Technology Act And The Polytechnical.lnscitute
Act,"” (Bill No. 69).
MR. SPEAKER: The hon. the Minister of Justice.
MR. HICKMAN: . That gives the colléges
and the board the right, as the explanatory notes

say, to cﬁ—operate at the beginning of courses, and
éecondly it makes sure that these voluntger memhers on the

board have no liability.
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On motidn, a bili, "An Act
To Amend The Colleée of Fisheries Act, The College Of
Trades And Technology Act And  The Polytechnical Institute
Act," (Bill No. 69), read a second time, ordered referred
" to a Committee pf the Whoie House presently,by leave.
MR. HICKMAN: Order 33. Bill No. 89.
Motion, second reading of
a bill,. "An Act To Amend The Law Respecting School
" Attendance," (B1ill No. 89). .
On motion, a bill, “An Act
To Amend The Law Respecting School Attendance," (Bill No. 89),
read a second time, oraered referred to a Committee of the
Whole House presentlysby leave. \
MR. HICKMAN: Order 41. Bill No. 79.
Motion, second reading of
a bill, "An Act To AmendAThe Quarry Materials Act,"
" (B111 No. 79). ' '
On motion, a bill, "An Act
.To Amend The Quarry Materials Act,"” (BLil1l No. 79),
read a second tiﬁe, ordered referred to a Committee of tﬁe
Whole House presently, by leave.
MR. HICKMAN: R  order 17. BA11 No. 63.
Motion, second reading of
a bill, "An Act Respecting The Protection Of Animals,"
(B111 ¥o. 63).
MR. SPEAKER:  The hon. the Finister of
‘Forestry and Agriculture. ’
MR. MAYNARD: Mr. Speaker, just a few - short
words of explanation on this bill. VWe élready have an
Act which has been in place for some years, The Protection
0f Animals Act, and'that Act is now somewhat outdated and
inadequate for present day usé. It deals with some proslems
that are no longer under the jurisdiction of the Province
that are now under the Criminal Code of Canada. ' Italso

fails to provide the necessary ‘authority to deal with some
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MR. MAYNARD: v problems that occur freduently

with protection of animals, and it gives the S.P.C.A. of the

Province a.much wider latitude in dealing with the various

offences that may bévc:ea:ed in regardé to animal welfare. It -
is really én updating of the old act, and it is ﬁot a new =
a;t which might be indicated by the Order Papers. I move

second reading. ‘ .

MR. SPEAKER: . . Hon. member for Conception Bay

South. )
MR. NOLAN: ’ Mr. Speaker, I believe without :
’ ' t

referring back to the bill there is a provision there whereby,
depending on what monies may be colleéted,or fines, b& the
S.P.C.A., a certain percentage will go to the Government and

a cgrtain percentage will go or revert to the S.P.C.A. Is

that correct?

MR. RIDEOUT: ) One-half.

MR, NOLAN: : Oné—half - fifty-fifty split.
MR. RIDEOUT: Fifty-fifty.

MR. NOLAN: Yes, I amlwondering about the
methodology
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MR. NOLAN: b2 utilized to finance this project.
I do not object to the bill, in fact we should, and I am sure
the minister is attempting to help out a very finé group, the
“only group,in fact,I sﬁﬁpose in many ways,tha; are a;tempting

to look after animals on a scale as best they are able, but

why is 1% that we are adopting this attitude with the SPCA}

In other words,you know,if you cgllect $5,000 you get $2,500, .
We do not use that with other groups and so on. I mean N
.1f we appreciatg the efforts of the SPCA and what they are
trying to do, why do we ﬁdt give them an outright grant to
nelp theﬁ finance their operationsband not tie‘ic into

a sortAof fifty-fifﬁy:éplit the wayiit is outlined in ghe
present bill? And I would like for the minister toAaddress
himself to that. I do not like the - at least on the surface
I do not like the method used to finance the operation. I
think, like you would handle most other groups, thi; surely

ig one of the few bills where you have, you know, 1f you get
$5,000 worth of fines you will get $2,500 back. I do not

like that particularly. Maybe the minister might have a very
good reason as to why that is done but I would rather see‘a'
grant in the estimates to the SPCA as there 1s go many other
groups and give them money and give them all the help and
assistance that we can and not tie it into the system that

we have outlined here.

Mﬁ. SPEAKER: If the minister speaks now he
closes the debatef

The hon. Minister of Fdrestry

and Agriculture. } i
MR. MAYNARD: Well, Mr. Speaker, it is an unusual z

provision. I suppose one miecht say that 1t is one that we are ) -

»

trying out with the-EPCA. We thought that the SPCA would be the

e
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MR, MAYNARD: ’ most appropriate group to handle

this sort of legislation, or to enforce this sort of -

legislation.
MR. DOODY: That or the Liberal Party. N
MR. MAYNARD: It will not cost the Province any =

t

money,obyiously,because we are not paying anything out of the
generalvrevenue fuﬁd other than half thé finés and half Pe . -
retained in the Consolidated Revenue. It is a way of v o R
funding the SPCA without going tarough the system every year
of trying to find éomewhefe in the budget a grant of $10,000
or $5,000 which quite often, as the hon. member is aware,
when you are doing the budgétary process thesé things come -
low on the totem pole and this sort of thing. .

So we thought that the best way to
ensure that the SPCA would receive a relatively adequate amount
df funds to carry out this programme on behalf of eovefnment
more or less,was to divide the fines equally and in that waf
they could more or less gear themselves up to expanding their
efforts in the Province as well.

On ‘motion, a bill, "An Act Respecting
The Protection Of Animals," (Bill No. 63), read a second time,
ordered referred to -a Committee of the Whole House presently,by
leave. )
MR. HICKMAN: Order 16. Bill No. 55.
' Motion, second reading of a bill,
"An Act Respecting The Protection Of Plants And The Prevention of
The Spread Of Pests And Diseases Deétructive To Vegetation,"
(Bill No.55).
’ MR. SPEAKER: The hon., Minister of Forestry o

and Agriculture. ) R

nooe o

e
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MR. MAYNARD: - . !{r.r Speaker, the first .-s‘ent:ence
has to be that this bill has nothing whatsoever to do with the
spruce bud worm problem. . Again it is a bill de‘signed to replace
an act that is already in existance which could become an
»I'em}ironmentai protecﬁion act.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Carried; Carried!

¥R. MAYNARD: No problem?
'SOME_HON. MEMBERS: No.
MR. MAYNARD: - . Okay.

On motion, a bill No. 55 read a second
time, ordered referred to a Committee of the Whole House presently,
by leave.

MR. HICKMAN: Order 3, bill No. 43..
» Motion, second reading of a bill, "An
Act To Amend The Wild Life Act." (Bill No. 43)

MR. HICKMAN: : . There iig a redefining of the act as
I mderstaﬁd it, in certain sections.

On motion, a bill, "An Act To Anend The
Wild Life Act," read a second time, ordered referred to a Committee
of the Whole House presently, by leave.

MR. HICKMAN: Order 32, Bill Wo. 76.

412823 .
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Motion, second reading of
. a bill, "An Act To Amend The Workmen's Compensation Act."
(Bill No. 76).

MR. SPEAKER(Young) : : The hon. the Minister.

. MR. HOUSE: ' . Mr. Speaker, this bill
addresses some seventeen items that resulted from ﬁhe
Wo:kmen's Compensation Board review. and it includes,
mainly, benefits to the claimants, monetary benefits.

There are also éome administrative changes, some additional
group céverages and, of course, it also amends the act by
setting out a list of industrial diseases.

' The results of this bill, of
course, will be effective retroactive to January 20, 1978.
The'cladses 2 and 3 bring in the working directors, the
working ‘executives u;der coverage upon application, and
aléo it brings in under this vart, part (1) the  volunteer
firemen. That is a fairly impdrtant one because it gives
them full coverage. Of course, that is upon application
of council, and I understand at this po;ﬁt in time there
are.only about four councils in the Province that are
covering the. volunteer firemen. fhis will set it out

. clearly that - they will be cbvered for' the amount; that they
would be getting had they been working on their own jobs,
if they received an injury. .

Clause 4 increases the
clothing allowance from $150 to $250, and lifts the ceiling
for rehabilitation or retraining. It used to be $15,000
but we "have lifted that in this particular act to, 'No
maximum'.

Number 5,again lifts the
ceiling that was there from the accident fund for retraining
and that one, of course, was $75,000 per year and,agéin,
there is no céiling on that particular one.

Number 6, is an administrative

change; it gives the board the -authority to create new posts
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MR. HOUSE: on its own without having

to go back to government because they find this takes a
littlejléhger and they feel they are quite_papabie of .
recruiting and going for their own staff when they need
it.

Number 7 lifts the ceiling-
It was $500 and $150‘in case of funerals, and that has
gone to $600 and $175 for transportation.

- | I think the (b) part of
that Lifts the lump-sum payment to widows from $500 to
$750, and from $250 per month to 5300 per month.
V The (c) part of that provides
for a 5 per cent increase in'compensation.k

Number 10, that is a fairly
important one because if after a person retires he becomes
invalided and the injury was received before retirement,
going back, I believe,to-ten years, he will be éligible
for paymenﬁs,and that Qill be kased on his earningS'fdr
the year immediately before retirement or the longest
period of time he worked imﬁediately before.

Number 11. Right now theré'
is no provision made in the act to take care of childréen
who areiborn after a person has been disabled. That is a
fairly important one in that they do get 75 per cent of
their earnings unless they come under a family plan, and
a family plan, of course, could give them more than 75. per
cent of the earningsf

A Number 12 is an increase from
$173 per week to $201 as a maximum claim.

Number 13 provides for

improving the payments made to apprentices. For instance,

if an apprentice receives an-injury and he is claiming, they
will reflect what he would have earned had he continued on

his training and become a journeyman.
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MR. HOUSE: That is a new part to the Act there.

No. 15 is an administrégive change, I
suppose, and that should be Section 2 of 88, instead of 82, and it -
makes the board a preferred and secured creditor in collecting their =
ésseésments. “

16 brings farmers under the ambit
of the Act and, of course, 17 adds the industrial deafness, lung cance;,
aﬁd stomach cancer, I think, to this list of diseases that can be
covered under the Act.

That covers all the items in the Act,
Mr. Speaker.

MR. RIDEOUT: Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER (Youmg): . Hon. member for Baie Verte-White Bay.
~MR. RIDEOUT: : 'Mr.>Speake£, let mé say very quickly

that we certainly agree wiﬁh basically everything that is included in

the amendments here to the Workmen's Compensation Board Act. Thank God,
finally, after sitting on this report for a couple of years the Government
have finally in the ninth hour been able to get a piece of_legislatidn
.drawn up to benefit the workers of this Province and to bring into effect,
through legislation,recommendations that were made by the Workmen's
Compensation Board Review Committee to the Government a year and-a-half
ago. The final report went to the Government in June 1977 and it took

a year and a half to get seventeen little amendments to the WOrkqen's
Compensation Board Act before the Legislature. But, we are happy that they
are here. They are basically good amendments. They will make the lot

of the worker in this Province more enshrined in legislation than it was

4

before. I am especially happy with the amendments to the schedule of -
industrial diseases taking into accougc‘stomach cancer caused by exposure
to asbestos dust and so-on. So, we are happy with the recommendatioms. .
We notice that there are a number of the recommendations in the Workmen's
Compensation Board Review Committee report that are not in here, but I

would hope and suspect that most of it can be taken care of under the
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MR; RIDEOUT: new QOccupational Héalth‘and
Safety Bill which was passed in this House earlier #n this
- session. |
So,.all in all, we are happy
and, Thank God, the Government after two years finally got the
piec; of lggislation before the House:
On motion, a bill,‘"Aﬁ Act To Amend
The Workmen's Compensation Act" read a second time, ordered
referred to a Committee of. the Whole House presently by leave.
(B111 No. 76). »
On motion that the House resolve itself
into a Committee of the Whole on said bills, Mr. Speaket, left the

Chair.
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Night
Mﬁ. CHAIRMAN: Order, please!
A bill, "An Act To
Amend The Wild Life Act." (Bill No. 43).
Motion, that the Committee
report having passed the bill without amendment, carried. B
. A bill, "An'Act To Amend =
The Detentipn Of Intoxicated Persons, 1973." (Bill No. 44). )
Motion, that the Committee -
report having passed the bill witﬁout amendment, carried.
A bill, "An Act To Amend The *
Fish Inspection Act." ' (Bill No. 45). o
. Motion, that the Committee

report ha&ing passed the bill without amendment, carried.

A bill, "An Act To Amend The
City Of Corner Brook Act." (Bill No. 46).
Motion,

that the Committee
report having passed the bill without amendment, carried.

A bill, "An Act To Amend The
City Of St. John's Act." (Bill No. 47).
Motion,

that the Committee
report having passed the bill without amendment, carried.

A bill, "An Act Respecting An '
Increase In Certain Pensions." {Bill No. 57).

Motion, that the Committee
report having passed the bill without amendment, carried.

A bill, "An Act To Amend The
Registration (Vital Statistics) Act." . (Bill No. 58).

Motion, that the Committee
report having passed the bill without amendment, carried.

A bill,

"An Act To Amend The
War Service (Pensions) Act, 1975."

(Bill No. 59).

Motion, that the Committee ' .
Vreport having passed the bill without amendment, carried. ;
' A bill, "An Act- -Respecting
The Protection Of Animals." (Bill No. 63).
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| Motion, that the Committee
report having passed the bill without amendment, .carried.
' ' . A bill, "An Act To Provide
For Change.Of Naﬁe.“ (Bill No 64).
| . Motion, that the Coﬁmittee
report having passed'the bill without amendment, carried.
' A bill, "An Act To Amend The
Highway Traffic Act.ﬁ (Bill No. 83). '
. Motion, that the Committee.
'report having passed the-bill without amendment,  carried.
» A bill, "An Act To Amend The
Liquor Corporation Act, 1973." (Bill No. 60).
Motion, that the Committee

report having passed the bill without amendment, carried.
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A bill, "An Act To Facilitate
Metric Conversion." (Bill No. 62). '
Motion, that the Committee
report having passed the bill without.amendment, carried.
A bill, "An Act Respecting
The Protection Of Plants And The Prévention Of.The Spread
Of Pests And Diseases Destructive To Vegetation." (Bill No.53).
. On motion clauses 1 through

11, carried.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Shall clause 12 carry?
MR. HICKMAN: ' - Mr. Chairman, strike out the

word on the side there, 'licencing' and replace it with
'registration' and delete sub-paragraph (a) and that means
the renumbering of (a) (b) and a subsequent renumbering in
(2).

l On motion, amendment carrie&.

On motion, clause 2 as amended

carried.
MR. CHAIRMAN: : Shall clause 13 carry?
MR. HICKMAN: In 13 there is an amendment.

Strike out (1) and that will mean a renumbering.
On motion, amendment carried.

On motion, clause 13 as amended

carried.
MR. CHAIRMAN: Shall clause 14 carry?
MR. HICKMAN: - Mr. Chairman, in 14 strike out

the words 'or any licence' in (a) and 'or licencg' in (c¢).

On motion,amendment carried.

On motion, clause 14 as- amended
carried.

On motion, clauses 15 and 1ls6,
carried.

Motion, that the Committee

report having passed the bill with amendment, carried.
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A bill, "An Act To Require
The Provision Of Facilities In Buildings For Physically
Disabled Persons." (Bill No. 84).
MR. HICKMAN: Mr. Chairman, I move that
the long title be changed to read, "An Act To Provide

For Accessibility To Buildings By Physically Disabled

Persons."

On motion, clause 1, carried.
MR. CHAIRMAN: | ' Shall clause 2 carry?
MR. HICKMAN: In 2, Mr. Chairman, I move

that section Z(a)vbe amended by deleting whét is contained
therein and substituting therefore, "Apartment type
buildingw,means.any building intended for-residential
purposes in whole or in part that contains ten 6r more -
residential units.”

On motion, amendment carried.

On motion, clause 2 as amended
carried.

On motion, clauses 3, 4 and

5, carried.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Shall clause 6 carry?
MR. HICKMAN: In 6(1) (3) the last word

'obligations' should be deleted and 'alterations'
substituted therefor,
On motion, amendment carried.

On motion, clause 6 as amended

‘carried.
MR. CHAIRMAN: Shall clause 7 carry?
MR. HICKMAN: ' 7(e) should read as follows:

"Must, if theibuilding'contains any washroom intended for
the use of.members of the public, or for the use generally
- of persons residing on the premises or their guests, have

a washroom on each floor that contains such a washroom that
is constructed to conform to the design standards set out

in the Building Code Supplement referred to in paragraph (a)".
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MR. HICKMAN: _ Then 7(h) of the same
section to read: “Must, if telephones are installed for
the use of members of the public or for the use generaliy
of persons residing on the premises or their guests, have
at least one-telephohe accessible to and. useable. by
physically disabled persons on each floor that contains
such telephones. that are installed  in. accordance with
the guidelines therefor set out in the Building Code
Supplement referred to in paragraph (a).

On motion, amendment carried.

On motion, clause 7 as amended,
carried. )

Motion, that the Committee

report having passed the bill with amendment, carried.
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A bill, "An Act To Amend The Public Service
(Pensions) Act." (Bill No. 85). - .
On motion,clause 1, cafried.
‘MR. CHAIRMAN : Does clause 2 carry? : -
MR. HICKMAN: 2 (3.3). Notwithstanding the provision of
Suﬁsection (3.1) contributions held pursuant to that subsection may be
paid out pursuant to a reciprocal. agreement made .under Sectipn 33 and upon r<s»A
suchva payment being made the election deemed to have been made under that
subsection come to an end.
(3.4). Subsection 3.3.is deemed to have
come into force on the.l7th aay of June, 1977.
On motion, Amendment carried.
On motion, clause 2 as amended, carried.
Motion, thgt the Committee report having
passed the bill with Amendment, carried.
A bill, "An Act To Amend The Department
of Forestry and Agriculture Act, 1973." (Bill No. 71).
Oﬂ motibn, clauses 1 through 8'carriéd{ -
Motion, that the Committee report having
passed the bill without amendment, carried. |
A bill, "An Act To Amend The Automobile
Insurance Act." (Bill No. 68).
On motion, clauses 1 and 2 carriecd.
Motion, that the Committee report having

passed the bill without amendment, carried.
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A bi11, "An Act To Amend The Management
Accountants Act.” (Bill No. 70).
‘ On motion, clauses 1 and 2 carried.
Motion, thaf\;he Committee report having
passed the bill without amendment, carried. |
. A bill, "An Act To Amend The Accident And
Sickness Insurance Act." (Bill No. 67).
On motion, clauses 1 through 3 carried.
Mo;ion, that the Commictee report having
passed the bill without amendment, carried. .
. A bill, "An Act To Amend The Rgai Estate
Trading Act." (Bill No. 73).
On motion, clauses 1 through 3 carried.
Motion, that the Committee report having
passed the bill without amendment, carried.
A bill,_?An Act Té Amend The Hospital
Insurance (Agreement) Act.” {(Bill No. 86).
On motion, clauses 1 and 2 carried.
M.Motion, that the Committee report having
passed the bill without amendment, carried.
, A bill, "An Act To Amend The Workmen's
Compensation Act." (Bill No. 76).
On motion, clauses 1 through 14 carried.
MR. CHAIRMAN: ) Does clause 15 carry?
MR. HICKMAN: ‘ Mr, Chairman, insert the following clause:
(1) For the purpose éf avoiding doubt it is hereby declared (a) that the
amendment contained in Section 15 of the Workmen's Compensation Amendment
Act, 1975 adding the words; "Silicosis, or carcinoma" to paragfaph (a) of
Subsection (1) of Section 93 (b) 6flthe Workmen's Compensation Act is
‘deemed to have come into force on the lsf day of September, 1969 and (b)
that all coﬁpensation paid by the board based on the date of coming into

force as set out in this section is hereby confirmed.

12934



November 21, 1978 Tape No. 5347 ) ~ RT-3

MR. HICKMAN: (2) Subsection {4) of Section 93 (b)
of the said act is erealed and the following substituted for this
section as ‘amended is déemed to have come intovforcé'od the 1lst day of
September, 1969; That is Sﬁ. Lawrence.

On motion, Amendment carried.
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Motion, that the Committee
report haviné passed the bill with amendment, carried.

A bill, "An Act To Amend The
Law Respecting School Attendance." (Bill No..89).

On motion, clauses 1 and 2,

carried.
MR. CHAIRMAN: - Shall clause 3 carry?
MR. HICKMAN: . In 3 the word 'sixteen' is

.stricken out in line 2 and 'fifteen' substituted therefor.

And in (b) again 'fifteen' for 'sixteen'.

On motion, amendment carried.

On motion, clause 3 as amended,

carried.
Motion, that the Committee
report having passed the bill with amendment, carried.

A bill, "An Act To Amend The

Night

College Of Fisheries Act, The College Of Trades And Technolocy

Act And The Polytechnical Institute Act." (Bill No. 69).
Motion, that the Committee .
report having passed the bill without amendment, carried.
A bill, "An Act To Amend The
Registration Qf Deeds Act." (Bill No. 78).

~

On motion, clause 1 carried.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Shall clause 2 carry?
MR. HICKMAN: ) 1(2), section 4 of the said act -

is repealed and the following substituted: - "4, in the-

following cases such officer or officers as the Minister of

Justice may name shall perform the duties of the Registrar:

(a) Where the Registrar is, absent from St. John's; (b)

Where the Registrar is prevented by illness or other cause -

from pérforming his dutys; (c) In the event of a vacancy in
the office of the Registrar or (4) Where the Registrar
deems it necessary to delegate his authority."

On motion, amendment carried.
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- On motion, section 2 as
amehded, carried;
Motion, that the Committee
report having passed the bill with améndment, carried.
. A bill; "An ActATo Amend
The Constabulary Act." (Bill N9.475).
: ‘Motion, that the Committee
report having passed the bill without amendment, . carried.
A bill, "An Act. To Provide
‘For The Payment Of Accelerated Pensions To Eméloyees of
The Government Of Newfoundland Transferred To Serviées of
The Government Of Canada At The Date Of Union." (Bill No.82).
Motion, that the Committee

report having passed the bill without amendment, carried.
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A bill, "An Act To Amend
The Liquor Control Act, 1973." (Bill No. 65).
Motion, that the Committee
report having passed the bill without amendment, carried.
.A bill, "An Act To Amend
The Quarry Materials Act." (Bill No. 79).
. Motion, that the Committee
report having passed the bill without amendment, carried.
_ A bill, "An Act'Respecting
The Newfoundlénd And Labrador Hydro Act, 1975, The
Electrical Power Contfol Act, The Newfoundland And Labrador
(Loan And Guarantee Limitations) Act, 1975, The
Newfoundland And Labrado; Rural Electriciﬁy‘Act, And The
British Newfoundland Corpofation Limited (Lower Churchill
River Lease) Act, 1966-67." (Bill No. 88).

On motion, clause 1 carried.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Shall clause 2 carry?
MR. HICKMAN: In 2 delete 'order' and

substitute therefor, ‘orders’.
‘ On motion, amendment carried.

On motion, clause 2 as amended,
carried.

Motion, that the Committee
report having passed the bill with amendment, éarried.

A bill, "An Act To Revise The
Newfoundland Architects Act." (B;ll‘No. 72) .

On motion, clause 1, carried.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Shall clause 2 carry?
MR. HICKMAN: ' Mr. Chairman, I move an

amendment to (k) by striking'out in the fdurth line the’
words, 'together with all their components and systems'.
On motion, amendment carried.
On motion, clause 2 as amended,

carried.
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On motion, clauses 3

.through 28,* carried.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Shall clause 29 carry?
MR. HICKMAN: In 29(b) after the word

'services' "other than where used to describe building

il

materials érpraised".
On motion, amendment carried.
On motion, clause 29 as
amended, carried. -

MR. CHAIRMAN: ' © Shall clause 30 carry?

MR. HICKMAN: . ) No. ‘30 would commence with T

the words 'subject to all applicable regulations and
orders' and then,again, after the word 'owner' "and

where such work does not increase the safety of the

- general public or broperty of others':

On motion, amendment carried.

On motion clause 30 as amended-

carried.
MR. CHAIRMAN: , Shall clause 31 carry?
MR. HICKMAN: . Delete and substitute therefor

in section 31, "This act does not apply to any member of the
Newfoundland Professional Engineeriné Association or
licencee thereof -or the holder of a certificate of
authorization issued by that Association, or any employee
or person working under -the responsibiliy of such member,
licencee or certificate holder who confines his practice

to engineering within the meaning of the Newfoundland

Professional Engineering Act."

e g

On motion, amendment carried.

On motion, clause 31 as amended

carried. -
MR. CﬁAIRMAN:' ' Shall clause 32 carry? :
MR. HICKMAN: 32 is amended by the following :

words: "A member, licencee, certificate holder}-employee ‘ -
or person referred to.in section 31 shall not style himself

nor hold himself out as an architect unless he is an architect

.
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MR. HICKMAN:

the Province."

amended, carried.
MR. CHAIRMAN:

MR. HICKMAN:

registered and licenced in

On motion, amendment carried.

On motion, clause 32 as

Shall clause 33 carry?

In 33 there is a 33(2),"all

final drawing, specifications, plans, reports and other

documents involving the practice of architecture when

issued shall bear the.signéture and seal of the architect

who prepared or approved that.™

amended, carried.
carried..
MR. CHAIRMAN:

MR. HICKMAN:

On motion, amendment carried.

On motion, ciause 33 as
On motion clauses 34 and 35,

Shall clause 36 carry?

No'in 36, after the word

'services': 36(d) “other than where used to describe -

building and materials and trades” to be inserted after the

word 'services'. -

amended, carried.

On motion, amendment carried.

On motion, clause 36 as

Motion, that the Committee

report having passed the bill with amendment, carried.
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A bill, "An Act To Amend
The Social Assistance Act." (Bill No. 81).
Motion, that the Committee

report having passed the bill without amendment, carried.

A bill, "An Act To. Amend

it

The Memorial University Act." (Bill No. 91).

Motion, that the Committee
report having passed the bill without amendment, carried.
MR..CHAIRMAN; v o Is it agreed that the clock
be stopped? ‘Agreed!

| A bill, "An Act To Amend - -
The Public Utilities Act." (Bill No. 93).

Motion, that the Committee
report having passed the bill without amendment, carried.

A bill, "An Act To Aménd

The Brinco Limited (Labrador Adreements) Act, 1974." (Bill

No. 94).
MR. CHAIRMAN: Shall clause 1 carry?
MR. HICKMAN: " There is an amendment, Mr.

- Chairman. Section (3) in 1 should be (4) and that means
then there should be (5) a step down below, and then the
renumbering again of (3) to (4) and again in 1(3) it is
(45 instead of (3). 7

On motion, amendment carried.

On motion, clause 1 as amended,
carried. .

" Motion, that the Committee

report having passed the bill with amendment, carried.

4

gt

On motion, that thé.Committee

rise, report progress and ask leave to sit again, Mr.

ER

Speaker returned to the Chair. _ y
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MR. SPEAKER: The hon. the Chairman of
Committees. ‘
MR. CHAIRMAN: ) Mr. Speaker, the Committee

of the Whole have considered the matters to them’réferred
and have passed the following bills with somé amendments:
Bill Nos. 55, 84, 85, 76, 89, 78, 88, 72, 94 and ask
lea&e to sit again.
| On motion report received

and adopted..

On motion, amendments read
a first and second time, bills:orderea read a third time

now, by leaQe.

MR. SPEAKER: : The hon. the Chairman of
Committees. ' .
MR. CHAIRMAN : Mr. Speaker, the Committee of

the Whole have considered the matters to them referred and
have directed ne to report bills withdut amendment: Bills
Nos. 43, 44, 45, 46, 47, 57, 58, 59, 63, 64, 83, 60, 62,
71, 68, 70, 67,.73, 86, 69, 75, 82, 65, 79, 81, 91 and 93
and. ask leave to sit again.
' On motion, report received
and adopted bills ordered read a third time now, by leave.
On motion, the following
“bills were read a third time, ordered passed and their
titles Pe as on the Order Paper:
' A bill, "An Act To Amend The
Wild Life Act." (Bill No. 43).
A bill, "An Act To Amend The
Detention Of Intoxicated Persons Act, 1973." (Bill No. 44).
A bill, "An Act To Amend The
Fish Inspection Act." (Bill No. 45).
. A bill, "An Act To Amend The
City Of Corner Brook Act." - (Bill No. 46).
A bill, "An Act To Amend The.

City Of St. John's Act." (Bill No. 47).
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‘A bill, "An Act Respecting
An Increase In Certain Pensions." (Bill No. 57).

A bill, "An Act To Amend
The Registration (Vital Statistics) Act.” (Bill No. 58).

_ A bill, "An Act To Amend *

The Liquor Corporation Act, 1973." (Bill No. 60). =

A bill, "An Act To Facilitate
Metric Conversion." (Bill No.462). - '

A bill, "An Act Respecting
The Protection Of Plants And The Prevention Of The Spread.

Of Pests And Diseases Destructive To Vegetation." (Bill No.55).

A bill, "An Act Respecting The

Protection Of Animals." (Bill No. 63). ' .
» A bill, "An Act To. Amend The

War Service (Pensions) Act, 1975." (Bill No. 59).

A bill, "An Act To Provide
For Change Of Name." (Bill No. 64).

A bill, "An Act To Amend'The
Highway Traffic Act." (Bill No. 83).

_ A bill, "An Act To Provide

For Accessibility To Buildings By Physically Disabied
Persons." (Bill No. 84). N
‘ A bill, "An Act To Amend The
Public Service (Pensions) Act." (Bill No. 85).

A bill, "An Act To Amend The
Department Of Forestry And Agriculture Act, 1973." (Bill No.71).

A bill, "An Act To Amend The
Automobile Insurance Act." (Bill No. 68).

A bill, "An Act To Amend The -f
Management Accountants Act." (Bill No. 70).

A bill, "An Act To Amend The j
Accident And Sickﬁess Insurance Act." (Bill No. 67). -

A bill, "An Act To Amend The :

Real Estate Trading Act." (Bill No. 73).
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A bill, "An Act To Amend The
Hospital Insurance (Agreement) Act." (Bill No. 86).‘
v - A bill, "An Act To Amend The
Workmen's Compensation Act." (Bill No. 76);
‘ » A bill, "An Act To Amend The

Law Respecting School Attendance." (Bill No. 89);

i
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. A bill, "An Act To Amend The
College Of Fisheries Act, The College Of Trades And
Technology Act And The Polytechnical Inétitute Act."
(Bill No. 69).

A bill, "An Act To Amend The . -

o

Registration Of Deeds Act." (Bill No. 78). -
A bill, "An Act To Amend The

Constabulary Act." (Bill No. 75). »

’ A bill, "An Act To Provide

For The Payment Of Acqelerated Pensions To Employees Of The

Government Of Newfoundland Transferred To Services Of The -

Government Of Canada At The Date Of‘Union." (Bill No. 82). |
A bill, "An‘Act To Aménd The

Liguor Control Act,. 1973." (Bill No. 65).
A bill, "An Act To Amend The

Quarry Materials Act." (Bill No. 79).
A.bill, "An Act Respecting The

Newfoundland And Labrador Hydro Act, 1975, The Electrical

Power Control Act, The Newfoundland And Labrador (Loan And

Guarantee Limitations) Acf,,1975, The Newfoundland And-

Labrador Rural Electricity Act, And The British Newfoundland

~Corporation Limited (Lower Churchill River Lease) Act, -

1966-67." (Bill No. 88). ‘
A bill, "An Act To Revise The

Newfoundland. Architects Act." (Bill No. 72).
A bill, "An Act To Amend The

Sbcial Assistance Act." (Bill No. 81).

A bill, "An Act To Amend The

oA,

Memorial University Act." (Bill No. 91).

A bill A bill, "An Act To Amend The l z

Public Utilities Act." (Bill No. 93).
A bill, "An Act To Amend The &

Brinco Limited (Labrador Agreeﬁents) Act, 1974." Bill No.94). -

SERGEANT-AT-ARMS: Mr. Speaker, His Honour the -

Lieutenant-Governor has arrived.
MR. SPEAKER: A Admit His Honour the Lieutenant-

governor.
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MR. SPEAKER: It is my agreeable duty on behalf

of Her Majesty's dutiful and loyal subjects, Ter faithful

Comﬁons in Newfoundland, to present to Your Hoﬁour a bill for

the appropriation of Supplementary-Supply»granted in the )

present session. ’ N =
A bill, "An Act for Granting

To Her Majesty Certain Sums 0Of Money for Deftaying_Certain

Expenses Of The Public Service For the Financial Year_Ending

The Thirty-First Day Of March One Thousand Nine Hundred And . T

Seventy-Eight And For Other Purposes Relating to the Public

Service." '

" HONOURABLE GORDON A. WINTER (Lieutenant-Governor): In Her

Majesty's name, I thank Her loyal subjects, I accept their
benevolence and I assent to this bill.
MR. SPEAKER: May it please‘Your Honour, the
General Assembly of the Province have at itsvﬁresent session
passed certain bills, to which, iﬁ the name of and on behalf
of the General Assembly I respectfully request Tour Honour's
assent. | |

A bill, ”Aﬁ Act To Amend the
Wild Life Act." (B1ill No. 43).

A bil1l, "An Act To Amend The
Detention of Intoxiﬁated Persons Act, 1973." (Bill No. 44).

A bill, "An Act To Amend The
Fish Inspection Act."” (B4ill No. 45). -

' » A bill, "An Act To Amend The

City of Corner Brook Act.” (Bill No. 46).

A b1ll, "An Act To Amend The =
City of St. John's Aét.” (Bill No. 47).

A bill, "Arn Act Respecting An
Inérease Ip Certain Pensions.” (Bill No. 57). -
» A bill, "An Act To Amend The

Registration (Vital Statistics) Act.'" (Bill No. 58).
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‘A bill, "An Act To Amend The
Financial Adminisfration Act, 1973."  (Bill No. 54). By
A bill, "An Act To Amend The
Liquor .Corporation Act, 1973." (Bill No. 60). " ' .
A bill, "An Act To Faéilitate. ;;
- Metric Conversion.” (Bill No. 62).
‘A bill, "An Act Respecting The
Protection Of Plants And The Prevention 0f The Spfead of
Pests And Diseases Destructive To_Vegefation;" (Bill No. 55)}
. A bill, “An Act Respecting The
Protection Of Animals." (Bill No. 63).
. A bill, "An Act To Amend the War
Service (Pensions) Aect, 1975." (Bill No. 59).
A bill, "An Act To Provide For
Change Of Name.” (Bill No. 64).
' A bill, "An Act To Amend The
Highwa} Traffic Act.”" (Bill No;'83).
A bill, "An Act To Provide For
Aécessibility to Buildings for Physically Disabled Persons.”
(Bi1ll No. 84). .
A bill, "An Act To Amend The
" Public Service (Pensians) Act." (Bill No.. 85).
B A bill, "An Aét To Amend The
Department Of Forestry And Agriculture Act, 1973." (Bill No. 71).
' A bill, "An Act To Provide For
The Administration Of Certainmn -Facilities Constructe& For The
Canada Summer Games.' (Bill No. 74).
A bill, "An Act to Amend The ‘ -
Automobile Insurance Act.” (Bill No. 68). ‘
A bill, "An Act.Tc Amend The
Management Accountants Act.' (Bill ﬁo. 70). | -
A bill, "An Act To Amend The g :

Accident and. Sickness Insurance Act, 1971." (Bill No. 67).

122847



November 21, 1978 Tape 5354 GH-3

A bill, "An Act To Amend The Real
Estate Trading Act." (Bill No. 73).

A bill, "An Act To Amend The
Hospital Insurance (Agreepent) Act.’  (Bill No. 86). .

. A bill, "An Act To Amend The e

Workmen's Compensation Act.” (Bill No. 76).

A bill, "An Act To Amend And
Reviser The Law Respecting School Attendance." (Bill No. 89).

A'bill, "An Act To Amend The !

College Of Fisheries ‘Act, The College Of Trades And Technology

Act And The Polytechnical Institute Act." (Bill No. 69).
' A bill, "An Act To Amend The Regis-
tration of Deeds Act.” (Bill No. 78).
. A bill, "An Act to Amend The
Constabulary Act.” (Bill No. 75).
. A b11l1l, "An Act To Provide For\
The Payment Of Accelerated Pensions To Employees Of The
Government Of Newfoundland Transferred To Services Of The
Government Of Canada At the Date Of Union." (Bill No. 82).
A A bill, "An Act To Amend the
Liquor Control Act, 1973." (Bill No. 65). o
‘ A bill, "An Act To Amend The )
Quarry Materials Act, 1976.7 (Bill No. 79).
A bill, "An Act Respecting The
Newfoundland And Labrador Hydro Act, 1975, The Electrical -
Power Control Act, The Newfoundland And Labrador Hydro (Loan
And Guarantee Limitation) Act, 1975, The Newfoundland And

Labrador Rural EIEctricify Act, And The British Newfoundland

g,

Corporation Limited (Lower Churchill River Lease) Act, 1966-67."

(Bill WHo. 88).

A bill, "An Act To Revisge The

Hewfoundland Architects Act.' (Bill No. 72).

e
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A bill, "An Act To Amend The
Social Assistance Act, 1977." (BilllNo.~81). . o
A bill, “An Act To. Amend The
Memorial Universi;y{Act.“_ (Bill No. 91).
A bill, "An Act To Amend The =2
Public Utilities Act."” (B1il1l Mo. 93).-
A bill, "An Act To Amend The
Brinco Limited (Labrador Agreements) Act, 1974." (Bill No. 94).
A bill, "An Acg Respec;;ng The
Tax On Users 2f Tobacco." (Bill No. 37).
. . ‘ . A'bill, "An. Act Respe;:ingvThé
Taxes On Persons Who Pay Certain Insurance Premiums.”
(Bill No. 40).
A b1ill, "An Act Respectinnghe
Taxes Upon Tﬁe Consumers Of Gasoliﬁe And Other Like Liquids."
(Bill No. 39). -
A bili, “An Act To.Amend The
Local Authority Guarantee Act, 1957." (Bill No. 48).
A bill, “An Act Further To Amend

The Loan And Guarantee Act, 1957."
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HON. GORDON A. WINTER (Lieutenant Governor): In Her Majesty's name

I assent to.these bills.
Mr. Speaker and members of the .hon. House of Assembly the
Third Session of the Thirty-Seventh General Assembly of this hon.
House of Assemb1¥ is about to be'prordgued. But before releaging
“you from your duties I wish to-convey té you my appreciation for the
careful and sympathetic attention you have given to the important
matters brought before you by my ministers. Eighty-one pieces of
legislation were enacted during this session of the hon. House of
Assembly. Major legisiation initiatives were taken in the areas of
occupational health and safety, mineral deve10pment, workers compensation,
consumer protection, recreation and rehabilitation and pensions.
The,Océupatidna] Health and Safety Act was enacted, providing
for. an Occupational Health and Safety Division under which the pro%ection
of workers will be centralized. Among the important provisions contained
in this Act is the right of a worker to refuse to do any work that he
reasonably believes is dangeroug to his health and safety. This Act
represents an important step forward in providing protection to our
workers.
Substantial amendments have been made to the Worker's
Compensation Act, providing for increases in compensation and adding

" to the schedule of compensable diseases.
Mr. Speaker and members of the hon. House of Assembly, this

session has again seen another advance in the area of consumer
protection. The Trade Practices Act Was enacfed. This Act is !
designed to prevent unfair trade practices and unconsbionab]e acts
and provide for a Director of Trade Practices to administer the Act.
It allows the Director to take actions on behalf of consumers and
provides for substantial fines for non-compliance with the Act.

The Income Tax Discounters Act was also passed and provided for
strict regulation of tax discounting; including the amount that must
be refunded.

A The emphasis on proper management of the natural resources

of the Province was Eontinued in this session. The Mineral Holdings
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HON. GORDON-A. WINTER {Lieutenant Governor):

Impost Act was passed to encourage the increase in the amount of
mineral exploration work being done by the-owners of large areas of
the Province having mineral potential. Amendments were also made
to the Mineral Act. . ‘ '

* The Protection-of Animals Act was also passed, providing
for increased protectfon for animals kept for sale, hire and exhibition.
Further amendments were also made to the Wildlife Act. Thé Plant
Protection ‘Act was enacted, providing for the prevention of the
intrpduction of new .insect pests and plant diseases into the Province.

_ Mr. Speaker and members of the hon. House of Assembly,
substantial progess was made in the areas of social services,
rehabilitation and recreation. The Rehabilitation Act w?s passed
providing a legislative framework for the rehabilitation of mentally
and ph}sica]]y handicapped persons. The Buildings Accessibility Act
- was enaéted. This Act requires that buildings to which the public
. is invited have access and facilities for physically disabled persons.
The Detention of Intoxicated Persons Act was amended, permitting a
peace officer to escort an intoxicated person to 5 detoxification
centér for rehabilitation, rather than charging him.

The Canada Games.Park Commission Act_Was passed. This Act
establishes a Commiséion to administer the Aquarena and the Canada

Games Park constructed for the Canada Summer Games.
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HON. GORDON A. WINTER (Lieutenant Governor): .
Mr. Sbeaker and members of the hon. House of Assembly, . j
amendments were made to the Conveyancing Act to enéure that out

of Province companies providing mortgages in the Province have the

Wl

ik

ability to execute releases of these mortgages in the Province. The
Provincial Court Act was_aménded to permit the use of retiréd
magistrates. - Amendments were also made to the Constabulary Act.
The Taw relating to change. of name has been modernized by the Change -
of Name Act, 1978. The Architects Act was also passed, proViding -
for the self-government of the practice of architecture. A
Al] the tax legislation has been revised in this session.
This includes the Tobacco Tax Act, the Retail Sales Tax Act, The
Gasoline Tax Act and the Insurance Premiums Tax Act. Increases in
pensions to public servants have been set out in the Increasé of
Pensions Act, 1978. Important amendments have been made to the
Financial Administration Act relating to the question of increased
financiq] control by the comptroller.
Mr. Speaker and members of the hon. House of Assembly,
I thank you for the large measure of supply you have granted. I
assure you that the appropriations that you-have granted will be
expended by my ministers with care and efficiency.. .
It‘is my pleasure that the Third Session of this Thirty-
Seventh General Assembly now be prorogued and it is prorogued accordingly.
MR. SPEAKER: Order, please!
Pursuant to the Speech of His Honour this House stands

. proroguéd.
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