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The House met at 10:00 a.m.

MR. SPEAKER (McNicholas):
Order, please!

Statements by Ministers

MR. DOYLE:
M. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon . the Minister of
Transportakion.

MR. DOYLE:

M . Speakear, I am pleased to

announce Lo the hon. House today a
list of twenty—six projects valued
at $14.3% million to be publicly
tendered by my department over the
nexlk F e weeks For nighway
upgrading and paving throughout
the Province. Mr. Speaker, these
transportation improvement
projects, which will be carried
out during the 1988 construction
season, will be funded entirely by
the Province under my department's
Road and Bridge Rehabilitation
Programme and the Improvement and
Construction Programnme and 1is part
of government's ongoing commitment
to the early tender of capital
projects.

The projects to be tendered are as
follows:

1. Resurface the 1.6 kilometers of
Route 440, from Lthe end of Lhe
present resurfacing to Cox's Cove.

2. Pave a 1 kilomebter section of
Route 450 between Frenchman's Cove
and lark Harbour, referred Lo as
the Bluff, and the resurfacing of
lLittle Port Road,

3. The paving of 12 kilometers of
Leading Tickles Road.
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4, Paving 12 kilometers of
Cottrell's Cove Road.

5. Upgrading a 2 kilometer section
of main road between Roddickton
and Englee.

6. Construction of a new road from
Black Tickle to Dowmino on Lhe
l.abrador Coast.

7. Paving the Fast Access Lo
Bokwood.

8. Upgrading amnd paving of roads
in the Town of Bay Bulls.

9. Upgrading and paving of roads
in the Town of Willess Bay.

10. Upgrade 3.5 kilometer Seclbion
of Route 362 from Mose Ambrose
towards Coombs Cove,

11, Continue the construction of
the Grand Falls FEast End Arterial
Road begun back in 1987.

12. Paving a % kilometer seckion
of Harry's Harbour Road.

13, Resurfacing wvarious sections
of road between Kelligrews and
Conception Harbour.

14. Paving 2.5 kilometers of Route
331 from the end of Lhe present
pavement to the Stoneville
Intersection.

15. Pave 3.5 kilometers of Lthe
Access t+o  Stoneville From Route
331,

16. Pave Lthe 3.1 kilometer section
of Route 331 from Stoneville
intersection to Horwood
Intersection.

17. Paving 13.5 kilometers of
Point au Mal Road

18. Complete the resurfacing of
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Route 460 from Kippens to Port au
Port Eastl.

19. Upgrade and pave the present 3
kilometer gravel section of Indian
Meal lLine.

20. Complete upgrading and paving
of roads 1in the Outer Cove area
transferred to Council.

21. Paving of wvarious roads din
Torbay and Shoe Cove.

MR. DINN:
What a member|

MR. DOYLE:
22. Upgrading and widening of the
Goose Cove Road.

23. Complete upgrading of the road
from Eastport to Rurnside.

24 . Paving of 4 kilometers of New
Harbour Barrens Road.

25. Resurfacing of roads through
the town of Bay de Verde and
through the community of Grates
Cove,

26 . Paving of &% kilometers of
Cottlesville Road.

MR. DINN:

Hear, hear! . Where is that?

MR. DOYLE:

Mr . Speaker the ahove named
prajects represent approximately
35 percent of my department's
provincially Funded roads

programme of the $40 million.

The projects to be carried out
with the remaining $25.65 million
will be announced in the very near

future. The additional projects
when announced will also bhe
carried out during the 1988

consktruction season.
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Mr. Speaker, the process of early
Lendering transportation
transportation projects has worked
extremely well, resulting in most
projects heing completed within
Lhe same construction season.
This procedure permits the
industry lead time to make plans
and to lay groundwork for the
upcoming construction season.

I would like to remind the hon.

House that wi th our rugged
terrain, it is diffdicult to
address all of our transportation
requirements on an immediate
basis, but T feel wmuch progress
has been made. Many significant
improvements have bheen made to the
transportation infrastructure in

practically euery region of
Newfoundland and Labrador which
will benefit our people well into
the future.

The $14.35 million in
Ltransportalion improvement
projects I have announced today
combined with the $25.65 million
to be announced in the near future
and  Lthe. $29.4 willion worth of
projects announced under Lhe
Faderal/Provincial ERDA  Agreement
will address several of Lhe
problem areas 1in the Province's
transportation network during tbkhe
1988 construction season. Thaese
construction projects will allow
us to continue the steady progress
we have made in creating a safer
and more efficient highway
transportation system in this
Province.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR, GILBERT:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. wmember for Burgeo -~ BRay
d'Espoir.
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MR. GILBERT:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker, first of all I will
thank the minister for giving me a
copy of the statemnent. It was
very kind of him. The only thing
about dit, Mr. Speaker, dis if
members opposite had taken the
advice we have given them over Uthe
last three years and listened to
Lhe report of the auditor-general,
we would have been quite happy to
he here this morning to debate Lhe
list that was brought in, a
priority list which had bean
established by the c¢ivil servants
to  allow Uthe minister and his
colleagues in Cabinet to decide
which roads they were going Lo
pave .

Since we are going to spend the
people's money to do ‘this paving,
why would you not bring in this
list and say, here are the ones we
think should be paved, and here is
the reason why, As one of my
colleaques said when this list was
announced this morning, it was bthe
right thing for the wrong reason.
And that is what has happened. In
this whole list of twenty-six
projects announced, there 1is the
usual tokenism there. There were
three or four Liberal districts
put in and -

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Oh, oh!

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

MR. GILBERT:

Let the peanut gallery, 1in the
back row, he quiel for a few
minutes.

Mr, Speaker, there 1s the wusual
tokenism, They throw in a couple
of Liberal districts to go through
the charade that they are doing
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something, There are Liberal
districts here, you know - a
couple of kilometers here 1in &
Liberal district - hut there s

nothing like the twelve kilometers
that are in Tory districts and
stuff like that It d1s tokenism.
Pure tokendism! I notice here the
2.5 kilometers of Route 331, from
the presant pavement to Lhe
Stoneville dntersection. It is
interesting that that happens to
hbe where the Lewisporte district
ends and the Fogo district begins.

SOME _HON. MEMBERS:

Hear, hear!

MR. GILBERT:

Now, c¢heer! et the member Ffor
Lewisporte (Mr. Russell) cheer and
let  him Jlaugh, but the childran
from Gander Bay who are being
hauled over that dirt road in
buses to go to school, they are
not laughing, Mr. Speakear.

This ds the problem, and they can
see the hypocrisy in this
announcemeant mnade here this
morning, this pavement ends at the
Lewisporte district, so they are
going to be punished because they
are living din the Fogo district.
That 1s where the problem is, Mr.
Speaker and that 1is what 1is wrong
with this list.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:

Ooh, oh!

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

MR. GTLBERT:

In conclusion, Mr. Speaker, it is
all right for members on  the
government side, They are going
to use Lthe Newfoundland people's
money to try to buy their votes,
but, let me hell you, Mr. Speaker,
it d4s not going to work. Let them
call an election and they will
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find out where they are going.

SOME HON., MEMBERS:
Hear, hear! '

MR. FENWICK:
Mr . Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Menihek.

MR. FENWTCK:
Thank you, very much, Mr. Speaker.

As Lthe minister indicates, we are
only talking about 35 per cent of
it here and, I think, it is
appropriate that we have the other
65 per cent before making the kind
of judgement the hon. member is
making.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. FENWICK:
Having said that, Mr. Speaker, 1T
have a feeling that once we see
100 per cent of it the member will
be entirely right in his
accusations.

AN HON. MEMBER:
(Inaudible) Porbk au Port.

MR. FENWTICK:

Mr. Speaker, I want to talk about
Port au Port because T think it 1is
important; it d1s a classic example
of the way the dovernment uses
road spending in order t.o
manipulate process and to try and
influence members to cross the
floor of the House, and so on.
Port au Port 1s an 1interesting
district because it was e PC
district from 1971-72 up until
1975, At that time, the PC member

left. There was a lot of road
work done 4in Port au Port in Lhat
time period. From 1975 up until

1985, when the current member for
Port au Port was a Liberal, there
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was virtually nothing whatsoever
done in the district - well, not
absoltitely nothing, but very, very
little, I think 1if you look at
the Figures you will find itk is a
minimal amount. Since the member
crossed the floor and became a PC,
there has bheen a considerable
amount more work being done there.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. FENWICK:

But, M, Speakeaer, since T
announced in January that I was
going to run in Port au Port, we
now see more paving work for Port
au Port than in its entire history.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Ooh, oh'

MR, SPEAKER:
Order, please!

Order, please

MR. FENWICK:

Mr. Speaker, this 1is an exanple of
the kind of Lthing that was done in
Grand Falls. When Lhe memher for
Grand Falls (Mr . Simms) Wa s
seriously in danger of losing his
seat, all of a sudden $16 million
was found Lo rebuwild the Grand
Falls hospital. It is the same
kind of +thing being done there.
It is the way, 6 in which they use
the paving money as @ political
tool, and hopefully it will stop
gquite sooan.

MR. LONG:

Thanks to the NDP.

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

Refore calling for Oral Questions,
I would 1like to welcome to the
gallery seventy-tive students from
Mount Pearl Senior High School
accompanied by thelr teachers, Mr.
Norm Hiscock and Mr. Claude Bishop.
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SOME_HON., MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

Oral Questions

MR. SIMMONS.:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Fortune -
Hermitage.

MR. STMMONS:

Mr. Speaker, I have a question for
the Minister of tUthe Environment
(Mr. Russell). He would be
Familiar with the gas leak thalk
occurred on March 25 at a service
station on  Kemnount Road . The
reported loss at the time was of
the order of 6,000 gallons of
fuel, which, of course, raises
some very serious environmental
and safety concerns.

The minister, in the Estimates

Committee an Tuesday night,
indicated that it was his belief
that the loss - I am quoting him
here — "We believe it is more of a

paper loss than an actual spill."
I put it to the minister that his
understanding of the situation, in
stating it was a paper loss, 1is
quite contrary to the findings of
the dinvestigation and does not
square with the dinvestigation. I
put it to him that the
investigation found that at least
2,000 galleons of fuel are still
unaccounted for?

I ask him, would he undertake to
verify this matter as to what is
Lhe Lruth, whether it 1is a paper
loss or whether, dindeed, as the
investigation found out, there are
still over 2,000 gallons of fuel
unaccounted for. Would he
undertake to verify and get back
Lo us in the House?
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MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of the
Environment and Lands.

MR. RUSSELL:

Mr. Speaker, I do not know where
the hon. member 1s getting his
statistics. Indeed = there are
about 5,000 gallons still not
accounted for, not 2,000 gallons.
S50 1T do not know where he is
getting his figures. The original
estimate was approximately 6,000
gallons, it was subsequently
learned that when the tanks were
pumped out there were 1,000
gallons went back to Holyrood in
the tanker truck, which reduced it
ko 5,000 gallaons, We have only
heen able to recover approximately
Forty o fifity gallons. The
Ultramar people have hired #n
independent auditor to look at the
books, the reconciliations and so
on Lo try and determine if,
indeed, it was a paper loss. I am
sure we all hope that 1t was a
paper loss as opposed to a real
loss. T have not yet received a
report from Ultramar as of this
morning confirming or oltherwise,
from the independent audit, what
Lhe result of that audit was. As
soon as I get that, I shall be
pleased to pass on whatever
information I have to +the hon.
House.

MR. SIMMONS:

A supplementary, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
A supplamentary, the non. the
member for Fortune - Hermitage.

MR. SIMMONS:

Mr. Speaker, as Lthe minister will
know, the service station operator
Failed Lo report this leak afler
heing unable for Ffour days to
reconcile his fuel report.
Indeed, he did not report it, I
believe, until bthe ninth day. Has
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the minister determined that the
failure to report was deliberate?
And if so, what action will he,

the minister, take to ensure
compliance wikth the requiremnents
of the act? And also did not

Ultramar itself, Lhe supplying
company here as opposed to the
service stalion itself, have a
recponsibility to ensure that the
operator was Fully apprised of his
duties, including his duty ko
report the Tlack of reconciliation
of his reports from day to day?

MR. RUSSELL:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon, the Minister of
Environment and Lands.

MR. RUSSELL:

Mr. Speaker, there is a regulation
in place pertaining to service
stations that when they do their
dipping, after four consecutive

dips there is a significant
discrepancy, then they are
required after that to report it
immediately. It is my
understanding that this was not

done, that a considerable time did
elapse, I think eight or nine days
approximately, before it Was
reported. Ul tramar, Aas I
understand it, really owned the
pipeline, which is being managed
by somebody else. Ultramar, I
wonuld think, has a responsibililby
to ensure that whoever is
operating ltheir service stations
is aware of Lthe regulations, just
as every other oil company and
service station operator in the
Province has. Ignorance of the
law, so to speak, 1is no excuse.
Everybody should be aware of what
the regulations are and everybody
should adhere to them.

In this particular case, I am not
prepared to say it was a
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deliberate attempt on the part of
Ultramar or the service station
operators Lo cover up anything. I
am “hoping that there will be a
report on my desk naybe later
today or Tuesday, not necessarily
a final report because we are
still doing some monitoring on it
and will conkinue to monitor the
situation as Jlong as 1s necessary

really to do that. In the report
there may or may not bhe a
recommendation to lay charges. = T

will update the Legisature as soon
as T can on that.

MR. SIMMONS:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
A final supplementary.

MR. SIMMONS:
Mr.Speaker, would the minister
confirm that the contractor who

installed the fuel tanks at
Kenmount Road was Lhe Same

contractor who was c¢alled in to
investigate the loss, and that he
was called 1in before Environment
was alerted, with the consequence
that any chance of discovering the
real cause of the leak W& S
prabably wminimized? And would he
also confirm that it was¢ that same
contractor who was the installer
of the tanks at Elizabeth FEast
Ultramar which dis now the subject
of a separate investigation?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. Lhe Minister ofF
Environment and Lands.

MR. RUSSELL:

The same contractor who originally
installed the tanks, was called in
to look at ik, I understand,
though, that after a very short
period of time, a matter of a faew
hours after he was called 1in the
matter was reported. T am waiting
to get the report with all the
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details in 1t, so subject to any
change in thal, T understand right
now just a few hours after he was
called in the matlber was reported.
If the hon. member 1is alleging
that the contractor or Ultramar or
the service station operator have
done anything that 1s not quite
proper, then he should come out
and say 1it. I have no evidence at
this time to indicate that.

MR. LUSH:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Bonavista
North .

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. LUSH:

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Mr . Spaeaker, my quastion WA S
intended For the Minister of
Muni.cipal Affairs, but, in  his

abhsence, I will direct the
question Lo Lthe Deputy Premier,
the Minister of Health (Dr.
Collins). Mr . Speaker, ny
question 1is 1in relation to the
great dissatisfaction, discontent,
and the great public outcry that
we have heard recently being
expressed in the ., town of
Conception Bay South., My reason
for asking the question is to try
and prevent this situation from
developing 1in other parts of the
Province. As the minister g
probably aware, it 1s related to
the assessment process.

I am wondering can the minister
identify the nature and the cause
of bthe problem aboult which the
citizens of Conception Bay South
are $0 vaciFerously expressing
themselves at this particular time?

MR. SPEAKER:
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The hon. the Minister of Health.

DR. COLLINS:

Mr. Speaker, the question, as the
hon. member said, is probably more
appropriate to the Minister of
Municipal Affairs. However, I
happen to own a bit of property in
Conception Bay South which is
reported in my Conflict of
Interest statement.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:

Hear, hear!

DR. COLLINS:

I, therefore, have a personal, if
not all that unduly Tively
interest in the matter.

My understanding of the matter is
that the municipal ity was pressing

the Department of Municipal
Affairs for a number of years to
carry out the assessment of

properties in the comnunity, They
were wanting to structure their
revenuaes on Lhe basis of property
tax, they did not have properties
in the comnunikty assessed In any
professional way, and they were
pressing hard for the Municipal
Affairs Department to get on with
this. Now, Municipal Affairs, of
course, had many special requests
on their plate and there was a bit
of delay there, and I guess that
is why the Cuonception Bay South
authorities were a bit anxiocus and
pressing hard.

Anyway, Lhe assessments were
finally carried out and Lhat
information was passdd to Lhe
authorities in Conception Bay
South. e order or events then

would be for the municipality
there to decide how much . revenue
it required to discharge its
duties and then to fix a rate,
taking into consideration assessed
values of properlies.
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Now, I understand that the
municipality has not adjusted 1ts
rate as some residents in the area
feel they should have. In other
words, the assessments went up,
which was fair enough, that 1is a
sort of professional thing, sort
of an objective thing, how much
something costs, and property
values increase. But then to
determine the reyenues the
community needs, you have to bring
in Lthe mil rate, and some people
in that area felt that the
municipality did not adjust the
mil rate properly, in view of the
new assessed values, to determine
the amount of revenues that were
required, and Ehatk the
municipality now 1s really getting
more revenues than it requires for
its purposes bhecause values have
gone up and the mil rate has not
gone down.

Now, 1in my understanding that is
where the controversy ds, and T
can fully understand it. I might
say - I am going to put this in
here - +that CBS 1s not the only
one involved in that. The c¢ity of
St. John's had assessments done a
little while ago, and the mil rate
was not changed, 1in many people's
views, to the degree it shonld.
And some people were left with
huge increases &n  their propertly
assessments. .

MR. STMMS:
You own property in St. John's, dao
you not?

DR. COLLINS:
I happen to own a bit of property
in St. John's too.

MR. SIMMS:
Did you declare it?

DR. COLLINS:
I declared it for year after year
after year, since 1979, on my
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Conflict of Interest statement. I
am very diligent about that. I am
not c¢riticizing CRS, but I am just
pointing out that this is &
problem that municipal authorities
are faced with. When property
assessmenlts change, Lhey have to
he alert to change the mil rate
also. The people in CBS Feel Lhat
the municipality out there has not
been alert enough in that regard.

MR. LLUSH:

A supplementary, Mr., Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
A supplementary, Lhe o, Lhe
member for Bonavista North.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker,

Mr . Speaker, the minister referrad
to the pressure that 4s being pul

upon government, placed Hpon
government to get Lhese
assessmments done . Now, I am -

wondering, Mr. Speaker, if this dis
not the root cause of Lhe problem,
that din an attempt to meel the
pressure bthe government is putting

unreasonable demands on 1t
assessors to get this Jjob done,
Lhus abandoning the normal
caution, the normal care that

would be given +to the assessment
praocess, Aecause there must be

something unusual in this
sltuation when we have over a
thousand appeals. There must be

something irregular, unjust,
unreasonable in the assessmenbs,
So, is this the reason for it,
that to cope with the pressure the
department s putbting unreasonable
demands on the assessors to getl
the job done?

MR. SPEAKER:
The haon. the Mingiter of Health,.

DR, COLLINS:

My, Speaker, I think I have
No., 22 R1113



answeread that question. The
Department of Municipal Affairs

were requestled Lo do something,
which they ‘did. There was no root
cause of any difficulty there. TF
the department had declined to do
the assessments, ves, there would
have been a problem there, but

they did not. They supplied
information. That dis what the
Department of Municipal did.
Essentially, they supplied

professional information to the
municipality. Now, I do not know
if the hon. member is suggesting
that they did not supply it
quickly enough, you could make an
argument that way, but we have in
actual fact dncreased the number
of property assessors 1in recent
time to keep up wikth demands put
on the department by the various

municipalilbices around Lhe
Province . We have tried to

respond to thal in the besk way we
can, but that 1s not where the
problen s, The problem s  bhat
people Ffind their assessed values
go up and there 1is not a suilable
adjustment in the mil rate. The
munic ipal aunthorities have the
flexibhility to lower the mil
rate. The department does nolk Fix
the mil rate, that 1s something
the municipality ittself can do,
and if that is not done a
particular householder can feel
himself aggrieved. His property
has gone up, the mil rate +is not
adjusted down, and he has to pay a
large amount over and above what
he normally paid. Now, there is
in place, as the hon. memper
suggested, a
some relief to the householder,
and ‘that 1is an appeal system.
Many people +in CBS have taken
advantage of that appeal system,
which is quite proper. The
numbers who have taken advantage
of that appeal systewm I do not
think are excessive: I think 1in
the ciky of St. John's, and T am
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mechanism to give -

Fainildiar with that more Lhan most
municipalities, I guess, there was
A Targe  number of people who
appealed their assessments as &
resill of Lhe recentk property
value chances. These appeals are
a comnon thing. T think it 1s a
good thing, but I still say that
the municipality has the
flexibility to change, its mil rate.

MR. LUSH:
A supplementary, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
A final supplementary, the thon.
the member for Bonavista North.

MR. LUSH:

Mr., Speaker, dis the minister aware
that the cost of these appeals is
heyond the ability of councils to
pay for dn view of Uthe Ffinancial
restraints that councils are now
going through? My question ko bhe
minister is this: What steps are
the government doing to take to
help alleviate this particular
situation in Conception Ray Soulh
of 1000 appeals, Mr . Speaker?
Fhere are over 1000, hecause T am
told there are several hundreds of
people Ethere not Familiar with the
process of appeal. What steps are
the government going to take to
help alleviate this problem, the
problemn related Lo assessment in
the town of Conception Bay Saouth,
which appears to have been done in
a slipshod manner and to prevent
it fFrom escalating throughout this
Province?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Health.

DR. COILLINS:

M- Speaker, if there is a
problem, and T can recognize that
many people would feel that there
is a problem, it ds not caused by
government, by the Department of
Municipal Affairs. The department
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merely carried out a job of work

for the municipalities. It was
requested to do it. Ir the

municipality feels that as a
result of having that job of work
carried out it has got itself dinto
a bit of a bind financial-wise, I
guess it 1s up to the municipality
to find +ts way out of thatl, But
T would suggest that the appeal
systemn s not a costly appeal
system, What usually happens is
there is a Commissioner aobbtained
by the municipality and the
Comnissioner holds hearings. They
are not Jengthly hearings. I know
Lhat: this happened down at City
Hall here. You can run through a
large number  of appeals in oa
morning, so it d1s not a very

coskly  citem, Rut, even at that,
the municipality nas Lhe

flexibility ko gel sUFficient
revenues through its ordinary
maechanisms to cover the cost of
the Commissioner. This is a
mechanism that -is available in all
communities. It 1is not something
new .

The hon. member may he suggesting
that CBS is faced with some unique
situation, That is nolt the case,
The appeals system is
Province—wide and T do not think
that the member 1is bringing up an
issue of any ¢greak importance.

MR. LONG:
Mr . Speaker,

MR. SPEAKFR:

The hon, the member for St. John's
Fast.

MR, LONG:

Mr. Speaker, my question is to bthe

Mindster Responsible for tLhe
Nawfoundland and Labrador Housing
Corporation (Mr. Peach) and comes
just after I asked a question to
the Minister of Justice (Ms Verge)
concerning the ability of the
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Newfoundland Light and Power to
cut off electricity to clients
during the Winter months. I would
like to put a similar question to
the Minister Responsible for Lhe
Housing Corporation, and ask
uhether there 14 a set of
guidelines within NILHC that
prevents officials of the Housing
Corporation from taking action to
euict c¢lients of the corporation,
occupants of NLLHC apartments,
during the Winter months? )

MR, SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Housing.

SOME HON, MEMBERS:
Haear, hear!

MR. PEACH:
I am sure the hon. membher does not
want to confuse the Lssue of
Newfoundland Light and Power wibkh
regard to what they do regarding
non-payment of bills with what the
Newfoundland and Labrador Housing
does with rental arrears, I am
not sure if Ethe member is clear on
that.

The Newfoundland and Lahrador
Hous ing Corporation, Mr. Speaker,
as it relates to heating
subsidies, we have Jjust completed
Phase IIT of a threae-—-year
programne totalling s ome $4.3
million to accommodate Lhe people
who are in NewfFoundland and
Labrador Housing units in our
Province .,

SOME HON, MEMRERS:
Hear, hear!

A supplementary, Mr, Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
A supplementary, the hor, the
member for St. John's East.

MR. LONG:
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Mr. Speaker, T was attempting Lo
ba very clear in my question but I
A not sure the mninister
understood what I was addressing.
The -+dssue 1is The bLandlord Tenanls
Act of Ethis Province has a special
exemption For the Newfoundland and
labrador Housing Corporation, and,
as a resulk, during Winter monlhs
the Housing Corporation can give
one month's notice and put people
out on the streets.

Mr. Speaker, T had a constituent
come to me in the month of
February who was about to be put
out on the street.

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

My question to the minister is:
Wil1l the minister confirm that
Newfoundland and Labrador Housing

Corporation hias internal
guidelines which will prevent
officials from taking aclkion to
euict occupants of dwellings

during the Winter months?

MR. SPEAKIER:
The hon. the Minister of Housing.

MR. PEACH:

Mr. Speaker, T am sure the hon.
maember must be aware of the fact
that Newfoundland and lLabrador
Housing is very concerned with any
cases of arrears and evictions.
We give notices, Mr. Speaker, for
various reasons during, I gquess
all times of the year, but always
consideration has been given. And
as well, Mr. Speaker, I want to
point out Cthat proper notice ‘s
given, usually a three month
notice, under The lLandlord Tenankts
Act .

So T can assure the hon. member
that no undue hardship has ever
been caused to people who are
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Jiving 4n our units, not only in
St. John's but anywhere 1in this
Province, hecause proper notice s
given according to the guidelines
Lhat are set down,

MR. LONG:

A final supplementary, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
N final supplementary.

MR. LONG:

Mr. Speaker, contrary to what the
minister says I can confirm that
NLHC this past Winter has in Fact
bheen given only thirty days -

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

MR._ LONG:
- eviction notice.

MR, SIMMS:
Ask your queaestion.

My Ffinal supplemantary Lo Lhe
minister is: Given bthe exemptions
of Newfoundland and Labrador
Hous'ing Corporalbion under The
Landlord Tenants Act, will the
minister mek ¢ a comnitmenl Lo
introduce legislation that will
bring Lhe Housing Corporation
under the full regulations of The
l.andlord Tenants Act which will
prevent the Corporation from
Laking action to guict people
during Winter months without a
full three month notice?

MR. PEACH:

Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Housing.

MR. PEACH:

Mr. Speaker, T am sure that Lhe
regulations that are in place at
the presant Lime are very
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suitable. We have wvery, very few
Jegitimate complaints from
residents and Lenants anywhere in
this Province. OQur regulations are
very compatible to Lthe people who
live 1in our units. Mr. Speaker,
that the last thing that one wants
to do is to evict somebody from a
unit any time of the year, and we
are always very conscious of
families, single parenkts, people
with large families, and we carry
out our evicktions, Mr. Speakar,
under the guidelines that are set
down, which are very flexible and
very well accepted by the tenants
that we have,

MR. K. AYLWARD:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. Fhe
Stephenville.-

membar For

MR. K. AYLWARD:
Mr. Speaker, thank you,

I would like to ask a question of
the Minister of Development and
Tourism (Mr. Rarrett). I would
like to know if the minister could
tell the House what the situation
is pertaining to the Easteel
Tndustries hankruptcy and the
provincial government's
liability? The reports fndicate
that the goverrnment may lose up to
$4 million. T would Tike to know
can the minister provide
information to the House on this
matter?

MR. BARRETT:
Mr. Speaker.,

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon, the Minister of
Development and Tourjism,

MR. BARRETT:
M. Speaker, T distinctly remember
giving all of that detbailed
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information to Lthis hon. House
several weeks ago, I do not know
if it ds necessary Lo reliterate
all that again. I would like to
refer the hon. memnber Lto press
releases that were made on the

subject, as well as the
information that was given to this
House in a very detailed
explanation as to governmaent s
posgition in that entire
unfortunate circumstance . We
certainly aware of the Fact that
Easteel is 1in receivership, and we
understand that the receiver has

undertaken whatever action i
necessaicy Lo dispose of Lhe assets
and to pay from the disposition of
those asselts whatever residual s
available to both the secured and
unsecured credibtors, T informed
the House at that time the status
of contiracts bhat were outstanding
with that facility, the work that
had Lo be done, and the potential
loss that the government would
acerte as a resullk of guarantees
that the government had placed on
a project basis during the tenure
of that company.

I do not have all that specific
information in my hands. IF the
hon. member wants that specific
information again, and he cannot
find it din Hansard, I would be
more than happy to provide it for
him.

MR. K. AYLWARD:
Mr. Speaker.

MR, SPEAKER:
A suppliementary, the hon. member
for Stephenville (Mr. K. Aylward).

MR, K. AYLWARD:

Well, I would like to ask the
minister further on the nakter
which is of rather huge
importance, and  we do  not  Feel
there is enough importance
available at the time.
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I would 1like to ask the minister a
further question concerning the
security that the government asked
fFor when they provided the Jloans

to FEasteel TIndustries. Could he
tel] us if  the owners of the
parent company were asked to
provide security to bhack up the
guaranteed Joans and other
Financial assistance that was
provided by he provincial

government?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the
Development.

Minister of

MR. BARRETT:

As I had informed the House
previously, the majority of the
assistance that the government had
provided that company was 1in the
form of project financing
assistance, and Lkthe security, of

course, L Was the projects
themselves. When they were
brought to a conclusion, then, of
course, that eliminated and
removed the responsibility of
govermnment to  act, The reason
that that Was necessary, of

course, was 1thak bthe company and
the principals of the company had
really comni tied all of the
availabhle security that they had
to bthe banks in order to provide
an opportunity for employment for
a great number of people in the
Province.

AN HON. MEMBER:
In St. John's.

MR. BARRETT:

No . It 1s not located 1in St.
John's, by the way. Maybe the
gentleman should find out where
certain places are located before
he makes those flippant remarks.

We are not at all comfortable with
having to see any ‘industry in bthis
Province close, There are a
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numbar of dssues kthak conktributed
to that unfortunate event. As T
aduised Lhe memhers opposite
previously, government's position
Wias  as  secure as it could have
been. What was done Wa s to
accommodale @ company in difFfFicult
circumstances to try and prolong
the Tife of that company and Lo
provide employment for a great
number  of Newfoundlanders For as
long as was possible.

MR. K. AYLWARD:
A final supplementary, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
A final supplementary.

MR. K. AYLWARD:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

I would just like to ask the
minisker, now that Lhe company s
in bankruptcy, ds the government
going Fo  have any input dnto
seeing that while the assets are
sold Lo recover monigs for bthe
creditors, that the whole
husiness, could possibly be sold
as a unit so that the business can
possibly restart in the future,
rather than separate parts of i1t
heing sold ofFf, thus Jleaving no
Future at all for the operalting?
T am wondering is  Lhe government
having any input into those
proceedings = that are starting in
the next few days?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the
Development.

Minister of

MR. BARRETT:

Mr. Speaker, T would suggest that
the member opposite familiarize
himself with the terms of The
Bankruptcy Act. The Bankruptcy
Act s a Ffederal statute which
provides the mechanisms through
which companies are placed dinto
receivership and the disposition
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of those assets. That is what is
happening here. N receiver has
been appointed by the creditors.
And the disposition of bthe assets
will flow through, presumably, in
accordance with that act.

The Province or my department have
absolutely no way of influencing
or having any preferred position
in that process.

MR. GULLAGE;
Mr . Speaker.

MR. SPEAKFR:
The hon. the memher for Waterford
- Kenmount. .

MR, GUIIAGE:

T have & question for the Minister
of Consinner AfFFairs and
Communications (Mr. Young), bub T
note he is not in Lhe House so T
will direct my gquestion to the
Depubky Pramier.

Tn light of the fack that it has
bean announced or a statement has
been made by the Minister of
Consumer Affairs that a full line
of petroleum products will be
available for sale in Newfoundland

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. GULLAGE:

Now that the minister dis back, I
direct that question to himn. My
comment was now that products of
the Come By Chance refinery are
going to be availjable for sale 1in
Newfoundland, c¢could +the minigter
comment on whether this would mean

bettar prices to Newfoundtand
consumers? In a comparahle
situabion of Pelro Can in Canada,
wi th a federal mandate, the

products delivered Lo the market:
did not ultimately result in
betlter prices Lo bthe consumer at
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the pumps and home delivery. Could
he comment on whether in
Newfoundland it will be different
and we will see better pricing to
the Newfoundland consumer?

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Consumer
AfFfairs and Housing.

MR. YOUNG: .
Mr . Speaker, contrary Lo the
opinion of the Opposikion, we are
very proud that the Come By Chance
refinery 1is putting oil products
on the Newfoundland market. It dis
my understanding that just during
the past week gasoline Ffrom the
refinery has come on  the market
and we hope and trust that in the
compeltilive meanner eventually
individual outlets will he set up
in  the Province and competition
will reduce the cost of gasoline.

MR. GULLAGE:
A supplementary, Mr.

Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:

A final supplementary, the hon.
Lhe member for Kenmourt -
Waterford.

MR. GULLAGE:

Mr. Speaker, will these products
he available Lo all companies
doing bhusiness in Newfoundland and
not just one particular company?
Is it the dintent of the governnent
Lo make sure that the products are
availaple in such & way that one
company will not have an advantage
in the marketplace by way of &
purchase, which has been rumored,
of a group.of service stations by
Come Ry Chance so {hat they will
have access to the market 1n a
captive way with only Ethis one
group of service stations? Or
will, din facl, the producks  be
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available to all companies so that
we will see a failr competitive
price on the markelk, unlike what
we see now with the Petro-Can
situation?

MR, SPEAKER:
The hon. Lhe member For Consumer
Affairs.

MR. YOUNG:

Mr. Speaker, the o0il refinery at
Come By Chance +is a private £irm,
and T am pretty sure that this
governmenk has  no intention of
taking over private enterprises
Tike the NDP want to do. We do
not tell any private firm whom to
sell their products to. Aand I
hope and trust that any person who
wants to can go in and buy Lhe
gasoline and other products from
Lhe refinery can do so. It is a
free market,

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

The time for oral questions has
elapsed.

At this stage T would like *to
welcome to the galleries twenty
students from Booth High School,
Windsor, with their teachers Mr,
Warren and Mr. Fry.

SOMF HON., MEMRERS:
Hear, hear!

Presenting Reports by
Standing and Special Committees

DR. TWOMEY:
Mr. Speaker.,

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon., the Minister of Public
Works .

DR. TWOMEY:
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T would like to table in this hon.
House the annual report of the
NewfFoundland and lLabrador Public
Service Commission for the year
1986~1987.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

DR, COLLINS:
Mr. Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. the Minister of Health.

DR. COLLINS:

Mr. Speaker, T wish to table the
annual report of The Newfoundland
Medical Care Commission for the
year ending March 31, 1987.

Petitions

MR. LUSH:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for BRonavista
North.

MR. LUSH:

Mr. Speaker, T present a pebition
today on behalf of approximately
325 people of Greenspond.

Actually, I should say that all of
Lhe people do not: come from
Greenspond; the vast majority do,
but: T will get around ro bthat a
Tittle later.

The matter being addressed, Your
Honour, is the road bto Greenspond,
the road leading from the
Bonavista lLoop Highway to and
through the town of Greenspond.
It is commonly referred to as the
Shamblers Cove Road.

Now, Mr. Speaker, I will read to
you a petikion and I believe, in
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the words of iy good friend, the
member for the Strait of Belle
Isle (Mr. Decker), that it meels
all the requirements of a petition.

I shall accordingly read 1it. It

SAYS "To Lhe Hon. House of
Assambly, in Parliament
assembled. The petition of the

undersigned residents of the
district of Bonavista North humbly
sheweth:

WHEREAS the Shamblers Cove Road
leading to Greenspond and bthe main
road through Greenspond are 1in
such a deplorable condition; and

WHEREAS Lhe comaunity of
Greenspond is & vibrant and
succassful Fishing setllament,
having @ very successful fFish

planl: Tocated in the village; and

WHFEREAS Lhe detariorating
condition of Lhe roacd 1% not
conducive Lo ensuring a viahle
fish plant operation also causing
much unnecessary wear and tear on
the vehicles of residents and
those who commubte bto work at the
fish plant on a daily basis from
other nearby communities.

WHEREFORE, the undersigned your
petitioners humbly pray and call
upon the House of Assembly to
instruct the Minister of
Transportation Lo allocate monies
immediately for reconstruction,
upgrading, maintenance and paving
of these road systems." and that
18 the road from the Bonavista
Loop Highway to and through the
community of Greenspond, comnonly
referred to as the Shamblers Cove
Road .

Mr. Speaker, [ think the prayer of
the pelition says it all, really.
Most hon. membhers should know that
Greenspond ds one of Uhe historic
Fishing wvillages of Newfoundland,
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A prosperous  town, &  prosperous
village, and, Mr. Speaker, a most
scanic area, an area that 1Ff hon.
members have not visited it Lthey
should do it to get a breath of
fresh air coming right in from the
Atlantic Ocean. It 4s & beautiful
area to visit, Mr . Speakear,
Unfortunately, the area does not
get all the wvisitors it should,
because of the condition dF the
road. The road 1is a relatively
new road, because, as all hon.
members will know, Greenspond is
an island and 4t is only recently
that the causeway was constructed
there. We have a belleér Ccauseuwiay
than we have got &a road system.
We have a causeway, bhubt a very
poor road system on either side of
the causeway. e road H4s  now
down to hedrock. There 1s nothing
that  the Department of  Highways
crews out there can do in terms of
grading Lhe road ., Thal makes
little difference, because 1t s
right down to kthe hedrock.

T made a recomnendation Lo Lhe
minister. As a matter aof Facl, I
got a letter From bthe previous
minister, sometime early Fall,
asking me to priorize Lhe roads in
my district, which I did, I did
that and T even specifFied Lhe area
that they should start with,
knowing, Mr. Speaker, that it was
probably unrealistic to think that
we would get all of the road

down. I think it is about
nineteen or twenkty kilometers. [

think that 1s the total distance
of  bthe road, somawhere in  that

range. I even specified where
Lhey should start in asking that
about Four or five or g%

kilometars [ye sbarted i1 Lhis

fiscal year,

M, Speaker, I was a little
disappointed bto hear bthis morning,
when the list was being read out,
that  Greenspond was  nob  included
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in Lhat list. Because, Mr .
Speaker, if it 1s going to be done
on need, certainly there -+is not an
area in tLhis Province that
requires iks roads to be upgraded
more than the people of
Greenspond, with bthis vibrant Fish
plant, Mr. Speaker, and people
working from nearby communilies,
and shipping fish to and from the
fish plant. Certainly, 1f we are
talking wabout upgrading roads to
resources, this wust Lake a number
one priority. So I was
disappointed that ikt was not on
the Jist this morning, but I am
willing +o reserve judgement, as
is the member for Menihek. I am
willing to wait for Lhe other 65
per cent to be announced to see if
Greenspond is going to bhe included
in that list, and I plead with the
minister to ensure that ik is
included.

I will say this: From the 1list
given this morning, I am not too
encouraged. The government
already got themselues behind the
eight ball.

Now, Mr. Speaker, 1in conclusion,
Lhey have a Tlot of catching up to
do, and T hope in that catching-up
process the Greenspond Road, the
Shamblers Cove Road, will he
included,

Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker.

SOME HON., MEMBFRS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPFAKER:
The hon. the member for Lhe Strait
of Belle Isle.

MR. DECKFR: '

Thank you, Mr. Speaker,

Mr. Speaker, T am glad to stand
and support this petition

presented by my colleague. Mr .
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"delegations from his

Speaker, T am sure Your Honour
will allow me to digress just for
a few seconds and say how it never
ceases to amaze me when 1 realize
the efforts which my colleague is

continually putting in for his
district., T understand that
during the past three weeks this
hon. mamber received ten

district,
including a delegation from lLhe
very community where this petition
GO S From, From bhe town ol
Greenspond,

In their 'WHEREASES', Mr. Speaker,
they use the term 'deplorable' to
describe their road. Now, the
Minister of Transportation, T am
sure, 1is aware of the meaning of

the word 'deplorable!'. [ he has
any doubts about what the word

"deplorable! means, T would
suggest to him that he would take

a visit out to the Greenspond area
and see exactly what those people
are talking ahout when they
describe the road. Now, this 1s &
long weaekend. The House of

Assembly is not open on Monday, so
T would ask the minister that bhe
go out and talk to as wmany of
those 325 people who signed this
petition as he can. There are 325
people who have signed ik, and it
is a long weekend, what a lovely
way For the minister to spend this
weekend, to go out to Greenspond
and speak to as many of kthe 325 as
he can.

Now, when the minister gelbs up to
respond  to this  pebition, L an
sure he 1is going to come up with
the same old silly  story, Ehat:
there 4is not enough money to pave
Lhe Greenspond road. Nows, Mr .
Speaker, this is a cop-out, It dse
a cop-out to talk aboul nobt enough
money . I remember, not very long
ago, when we had this cruscade for
prosperity, when we had the Tories

up saying, "Now, people of
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Newfoundland, elect @ Fory
government 1in Ottawa and then we
will have her made. We will have
all kinds of secondary roads
agreemants We Wi Tl have
agreements on everything, Lthe only

problem we will be we will have

too much money.'

That 1is what was going to happen,
Mr. Speaker. That is what they
were saying, too wmany Jjobs, too
many cars for our people, too much

prosperity. This was - the
promise. In spikte of the fact

that this was the promise, this
government, although we have had
Tory Ottawa and Tory Newfoundland
for the past Four years, have not
been able to sign & secondary

roads agreement. Tt was promised
three or four years ago, the

previous minisber promisead it
yet, they have not delivered.

And  here s the c¢rux of  the
matter, T agree with the minister
that they do nol have bhe money to
pave roads., T am wondering §f
they have enough woney to pay ihe
Jight bill, the way that they have
been running the province. Rutl:,
surely dgoodness, now that they
have their bosom pals n Otbbkawa,
they can get to signing a simple
thing Tike a secondary roads
agreement, and that will solve the
problem out in  Greenspond, Mr,
Speaker.

It seems to me that they must have
some sort of agreement signed on
press secretaries with Ot tawa.
There seems to be lots of money
For press secretaries. I have not
heard it announced, Mr. Speaker,
but I am Jlooking forward to when
they will announce that there has
been an agreewent entered dnto
with Ottawa, because this Province
does nol: have the money to pay for
the press secretaries. So  they
mus he gelbling noney From
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somewhere, and T would assume khey
have an agreement worked out with
O tawa,

The other point, Mr. Speaker, T
want to suggest to the hon.
minister, 1F he is talking about
money, is they are on the verge of
silgning  an  agreement concerning
the railway. Now, I am assuming
that when bhat agreement is
signed, this Province will turn up
wilkth at Teast $1.5 billion. Now,
I am putting a rough figure on
whatl: it is worth. Surely goodness
they are going to get a $1.5
billion, and when they get this
1.5 billion or 2 billion,
whichever, some semblance oF what
it is worth -

AN HON. MEMRER:
Fight bundred and thirteen million
dolllars.

MR, DECKER:

Do not auer let me hear the
minister say it is  $800 million,

because that would & total
sellout, That would he & total

sellout, $813 million 16 &
giveamay . Nt least $1.5 billion,
nothing short-

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

MR. DECKER:
Can I have a little bit of leave,
Mr. Speaker.

AN HON. MEMBER:
Sit down. Sit down.

AN HON. MEMBER:
No, Mr. Speaker,

MR. BAKER:
They just cannot take the heat,
Mr . Speakear, Mey just  cannot
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take the heat.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. DAWE:
Mr. Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minisler of
Transportation.

MR. DOYLE:

Mr. Speaker, T an pleased ko have
the opportunity to stand and to
speak in support of the petition

presented by the membher for
Ronauvista Naorkh on behalf of
320-0dd constituents of his 1in the
diskrict, wi th e ard ko the

upgrading and Lthe paving of the
Shamblers Cove Road.

I am vary Familiar with Lhe
Shamhlers Cove Road, Mr. Speaker,
having met with a delegation fraom
the hon. member's district on at
least two different occasions Lo
talk about the Shamblers Cove Road
and to indicate the need that they
have to have that particular road
upgraded and paved.

Mr. Speaker, as T have indicated
to the delegation and indicated to
the hon. member on a number of
different occasions, we do not yet
have our capital. programme dealt

with within the department. The
hon. member makes reference to Lhe
early Lendering of capital

projects and how bhat road was not
included dn that particular list,
So  that Lhe hon. member will notl
mislead anybody, the projects that
wa haye announced today are
projects which are ready to go and
which, for the wmost part, do not
require any Jgreat extensive amount
of upgrading, mostly the paving
and upgrading that has already
been carried out at some point
past.
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So, Mr. Speaker, there is a very
good reason why it is not included
in the early tendering of capital
projects.

The length of that particular road
the member refers to 1
approximately 20 kilometers, and
what we are talking about here 1is
an  expenditure of  roughly about
$3.5 million. We certainly do not
know, Mr. Speaker, 1f we are going
o he able to undertake Lhat
project this year,

The hon., member states that there
is mno other road. in the Province
in grealapr e ed of belng
upgraded. It is funny that the
member who supported Lhe petition,
the member for the Strait of Belle

(s1e, lask  week, when he Was
making a case for some roads 1in
his district, Was saying that
there 1is no greater need than the
road that his consbituenks  live

on, no greater need for any road
to bhe upgraded and paved than the
roads in his area.

I went down with the menber Ffor
Burgeo - Bay d'Espoir last week to
speak to the people from BRBurgeo,
in Deer Lake, and the hon. mamber
told me that there 1is no greater
need Ehan to have he roads
upgraded 1n his district. So, 1
do not know who has the greataer
need, I gquess probably anyvone who
Tives on a gravel road has a need
and wants to  have their roads
npgraded  and  paver . A couple of
weeks ago it was the people of
Rartlebtls Harbour and Ferotle, who
wanted ko have their roads
upgraded and paved as well.

50, M. Speaker, e are not
copping out. The hon. gentleman
SAYS, oh, tLhe governmenkt is
copping out and saying that there
is not enough money. I am veary
pleased and very proud of the
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capital programme Lhat we have
this  vyear wikhin wy department,
hecause il dis in the neighbourhood

of approximately $85 million,
which s gquite an extensive
capital programie -  $40 million

worth of work being undertaken by
Lhe department, hy the Provincial

Government, $4.0 million, an
addikional $356 million heting

undertaken Feceral/Provincial
cost-shared work this year, and
additional $7.5 million for
airstrips within the Province, So
we have a very, very extensive
capital programme, approximately
$85 million which the construction
industry is crying Ffor and is very
pleased to accept.

So, Mr. Speaker, T will respond to
the petition from the hon.
gentleman, T amn pleased Lo take
it and I will respond to his
constituents in due coursae, Rk

certainly T cannot give him any
undertaking today as to whether
that particular project 1is going
Lo he done khis year, But i s
the wish and the desire of the
department Lo have aeuvery gravel
road din the Province completed and
paved, and hopefully this will bhe
One AMmong many .

Orders of the Day

DR. COLLINS:

Mr. Speaker, we are on the Bill to
put in place a new Internal
Cconomy Comnission. That is Order

No. 4, Bill No. 16.

MR. SPEAKER:

"an Act To Amend The
Economy Commission Act."
16.

Internal
Bi11l No.

The hon. the Leader of the

Opposition.
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MR. WELLS:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.,

Refore I pick ip where T left off,
Mr. Speaker, I want to extend a
personal welcome and a welcome on
hehalf of all members on this side
of the House, and T an sure, I
speak for all members of the
House, when I extend a particular
welcome to the twenty students
from Booth High School who are in
the gallery together with their
teachers Mr. Warren and Mr. Fry.
They are very welcome and we are
glad to see them here.

SOME _HON. MEMBERS:

Hear, hear!

MR. WELLS:

Mr. Speaker, 1in debating this hill
to  provide Ffor a change in  Lhe
Internal Economy Commission and to
implement  the proposal that  was
recommended in the report prepared
aarlier 1in this House as Lo Lhe
manner in which the salaries for
memhars of the House, as mambears
of the House - it has nothing to
o witkh salaries of winisters or
anything like that 1 assume, which
is a saparate thing - bub  their
salaries as members of the House
is to be paid and the quantity, T
thought 1t an opportune time to
deal wilkh the guestion thalt has
been raised and commented uUpon
bhack amd Fforth across the House,
and in public media on a number of
occasions, of Ehe salary that T am

paid as Leader of the Liberal
Parbty. T starbed to do it

yvesterday with great difficulty
because of constant Interruption.

Bafore I start today I would say
to hon members, Took, yvou can have
an opportunity, and everybody in
this House has an opportunity, to
say what you want after. That is
up to the individual member @as Lo
what the member wants to say.
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T just ask the members to do me
the courtesy of allowing me to
explain that which they have been
so critical of for so long. Just
do me that courtesy and then say
what you want about it after.
There 1s no restraint.

AN HON. MEMBER:
(Inaudible) .

MR. WELLS:

See, the hon. member, right away,
i of F on his wsual  approach
because he is frightened to death
of the truth. Tt is obvious,

AN HON. MEMBER:
The truth to vou.

MR. WELILS:

Now, jJusl do me the courtesy of
allowing me to explain it since
you have been crilical of it

As | said yesterday, T did not set
about to seek the leadership of
Lhe Liberal Party and I have not
for a number of year, although I
have been asked by a great many
Liberals over the past number of
years to do so, simply because I
could not afford to abandon my
business and give up my practice
of law. I could not afford to do
1t and T would not do it T could
not get involved.

Numerous nembers in this House are

involued in various types of
bus inesses and carry on
businesses, construction company
bhusginesses, atttomohile
dealerships, stores ancd

restaurants, property rental
husinesses, dnsurance businesses,
Fish brokerage bhusinessaes, Tlegal
practices, medical practices and
real aestate, here are a variely
of bhusinesses that members carry
or .

The people who came to ask e Lo
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seek the leadership of the Liberal
Party said to e, 'You can carry
on your law practice' and I took
the position that you cannot. You
cannot do justice to the position
of being a member of Lthe House -
you can if you are a member of Uthe
House and you have no obther
responsibility - hut 1if you are a
member of the House and you arse a
Cabinet Minister, or you are the
Leader of Lhe Opposition, or Lhe
Premier, you cannot continue to be
involued +in a Tegal practice. T
think that that is wrong.

I realize others may take a
diffFerent view boal I do not think
you can do justice to Lthe position
of being a Cabingt Minister, or
the leader of the OQpposition, or
the Jeader of Ulthe government and
st111l have an active participation

in A professional  practice. Yaou
can be an ordinary membher and do
it T see nokhing &b all wrong

with that.

MR. R. AYLWARD:
The other Liberal Leader did,.

MR. WEILLS:

No, he did not, not carry on an
active practice at the same time.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:

Ooh, oh!

MR. WFELILS:
That is right.

Just let wme Finish and then you
can  make your comnents  after, T
choose a different course, I
admit to everybhody in Ehis House
and everybody din this Province, I
will he heholden to the Liberal
Party because they will be paying
me  a  salary. Rut everybody knows
I am the Leader of the Liberal
Party. OFf course T am beholden to
the Liberal Party.
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AN HON. MEMBER:
(Tnaudible) .

MR. WELLS:

That is right.

So [ will he beholden. T have a
responsihility and I will have a
loyalty to rLhe Liberal Party, make
no mistake abhout 4t I will be
promoking the interest -

MR. MORGAN :
Buk they are not paying you, ‘the
Liberal Party.

MR. SPEAKER:
Oorder, please!

MR, WELLS:
If the member would just restrain
himself .

Give the facts.

MR. WELLS:

T will give the facts if he will
be ¢quiet, but T anm going to give
them, not the member,

MR. PATTERSON:
A point of order, Mr. Speakar.

MR, SPIFAKER:
Order, please!

A point of order, the hon. the
member {for Placentia.

MR. MORGAN:
(Inaudible) Mount Scio left your
caucus,

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, pleasel

A point of order.

MR. PATTERSON:

I am not so much concerned about
the salary he s getting, but T am
concerned about what 1is happening

to bhe Liberal Party i
Newfoundland. What 1is qoing to
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happen to the Opposition when they
have to go out and huy a leader?

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Order! Order!

MR. PATTFERSON:

Now, Lhe federal party is
bankrupt . They cannot  pay  Lheir
hills. They are begging the banks
Lo Finance bhem,

SOME. HON. MEMBERS:
Ordert Order!

MR. PATTERSON:

They canncok pay their hills din the
district of Placentia East, yet
this gentleman over there receives
$50,000. If he ds interested in
Newfoundland, +1if he idis a patriotic
Newfoundlander, he would
conkribute $50,000 to Uthe party,
not take it

MR. SPEAKER:
There is no point of order,

The hon. Lhe Leadear of the

Opposition.

MR. WELLS:

Mr. Speaker, I have a limited time
to speak, L the members do not
have the courtesy to Tisten, I
will go out and T can give it to
the press. There 13 no problem,
T will make Lhe speech to Lhe
press and it will be far more
efFfeclive.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Oh, oh!

MR. WELLS:
I will make bthe speech to the

press. I mean, this d1s utter
NONS&Ense .,

MR. PEACH:

The press would not cover you,

MR. MORGAN :
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(Inaudible).

MR. WELLS:
Really intelligent!

Mr. Speaker, T chose a different
course, I chose to immediately
abandon my law practice that I had
worked on for twenty-five years.

" AN _HON. MEMBER:
Tinmediately?

MR. WELLS:
Yes, immediately. You cannot cut
ik overnight. T had ko phase it
down . My office was closed by
October. Refore T was elaectad to
this House my office was closed,
and so it should bhe. T resigned
inmediately as the Direckor and
Chairman of he Board of
Newfoundland Light and Power
before T ran for the leadership.
T resigned dimmeciately.

MR. PEACH:
You did not disclose all your
interests.

MR. WELLS:
Everything is disclosed.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. WELLS:.
All right, we will deal with that
too.

MR. PEACH:
Why should I disclose?

MR. WELLS:
Everybody should disclose and 1T
hava.

MR. PENACH:
Tncluding yourself,

MR. TULK:
That s another bowmbshell for him.
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MR. WELLS:
Yes .

MR. TULK:

That 1is another bombshell. He 1is
going to hit you.

MR. WELLS:
Mr. Speaker, clearly I will be
beholden to +the House of Assembly
and the Liberal Party and to
nohody else, Tt is too bad that
the party opposite wants it to "he
obherwise for thelr own political
purposes, but it dis mot so, and
they can claim 4t unkil they are
blue in the face and it will not
be so. My party has never said
s0. It will not make it so.

MR, MORGAN:

The provincial
paying you .
pAaying yaour,

party WELS not
Someone @lse W& s

SOME HON. MEMRBERS:
Oh, oh!

MR. WELLS:

The hon. member knows better than
to rely on  the story in  that
particular newspaper and he knows
why, You cannot do it.

MR. MORGAN:
Norm Whelan, three
(inaudible).

months ago

MR. WELLS:

Never mind! Anybody who thinks,
My, Speaker, that I am in politics
for money had better think again.

SOME. HON., MEMRERS:
Oh, oh!

MR. WELLS:

My personal  income, T will tell
all the world, has been cub in
half hy reason of gebling involved
in politics. So I did not do it
For money. Make no mistake about
it I have not been claiming to

No. 22 R1128



be a martyr, but it 1is offensive
and upsetting to hear the silly,
stupid, unfair, unfounded remarks
of the members opposite when Lhat
is, dn facl, the case! I did not
gal inkte polibics bto gel wmoney out
of it T got into politics to
contribulbe,

MR, MORGAN :
oul.  of  your own  party  you o are
taling it . (Inaudible) .

MR. WELILS:

Mr. Speaker, would you please name
Fhe hon. menhar fFor Bonautsla
South (Mr. Morgan) and have him
removed from so thak the Adssembly
can conduct dits business din an
orderly manner .

MR._MORGAN:
You will never muzzle Morgan.

MR. SPEAKER (Greening):
Order, pleasel

SOME HON. MEMRERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. LONG:
M. Speaker, a point of order.

MR. MORGAN:
You tried two days ago.

MR. -LONG:
Oon a point of order, Mr. Speaker,

MR. SPFAKER:
A point of order, bthe hon. the
member For St. John's East.

MR. LONG:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker,

Just a very brief point of order.
To say that for our part we are
quite willing to sit and allow the
Leader of the Official Opposition
(Mr. Wells) to make his speech on
what we believe are very important
issues. We appreciate the

L1129 April 22, 1988 Vol XL

attempts by the leader to have the
Speaker keep the members on the
government side silent and show
some courtesy and respect tor any
member  of the House making &
gspeach, We, for our part, will
continue to sit allow the Leader
his Full t-ime.

DR. COLLINS:
Tao that point ofF
Speaker.

order, M

MR. SPEAKER:

To thal point of order, the hon.
the Minister of Heallh,

DR. COLLINS:

Mr. Speaker, I do not think the
Chair needs any Tlectures from the
hon. the member for St. John's
Fast (Mr. lLong) on how conduct the
hbusiness of the House. The hon.
member should pay more respect to
the Chair. The Chair knows when
to call order and when he feels
that people are out of order. We
depend on Your Honour's judgment.

MR. SPEAKER:

To that point of order. There is
no point of order, but T would ask
all mambers to please bhe as quieth
as possible so that we can hesar
whoever ‘is speaking, whether b be

the Opposition or government
membhers . T o ds wvery difficull to

hear the person speaking when you
are hearing other members singling
out order. If there 1s going Lo
e order called, T owill call
order, .ask for order and I will
demand order,
The hon. the leader of the
Opposition,

MR, WELLS:
Thank you, Mr, Speaker.

I say again, Mr. Speaker, anybody

who suggests for a money that I
got itnvolued in politics because
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of expected financial rewards can
clearly see otherwise. Just the
opposite has, in fact, occurred,

It is difficull to accept the Ties
and aspersions and the smears and
the disbtortions for political
purposes. There will be things I
will have to do, I will let hon.

members know. I can no longer
afford to operate and maintain ny
sailboat. It d4s wup for sale.

That 1is a fact. It is a simple
fact!

I am not pleading for mercy, thak
is my problem. I have no problem
with it! Rut to sik and hear the
aspersions of those hon. members
in Ehose circumstances is
offensive by any standard, Mr
Speakar.

SOME JHON, MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. WELLS:

[t s particulary dmpossible to
accept 1t from the members of the
Progressivae Conservalbive Party
whose leader had been paid a
salary by his parbty for years, We

are not quarrelling with it. He
performs a service for his party.
I have no problem with that. I

perform a service fFor bthe Liberal
Party as well as a service I
perform -as a M.H.A and Leader of

the Opposition. I perform a
tremendous service for the Liberal
Party. And I put 1in more than

eight hours a day for the Liberal
Party.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

You are not getting many results
For it though.

MR. PATTERSON:
(Tnaudible) sewer pipe.
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MR. WELLS:

If it 1ds all right for the PC
Party bto pay kthe Premier a salary,
why 1is it not all right for the
Liberal Party to pay their leader?

MR. MORGAN:.

(Inaudible) .

MR. WELLS:
Okay, we will deal wi th the
amounts later.

But I assume they have no quarrel
with the pC Party paying ibs
Jleader, Lhe Premier, a salary.

MR. MORGAN :

But the Party 1is not paying you.
We have already said that over and
over,

MR. WELLS:

Naver pind thal, T assume  bhey
agree with that . Operating on
Ehat  assumption, then T take it
they have no quarrel with the
Liberal Party paying 1iks leader a
salary,

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Oh, oh!

MR. WELLS:
What they appear to bhe guarrelling
about is the amount.

AN HON. MEMBER:

No.

MR. WELLS:
They are
amount.

quarrelling about the

SOME_HON, MEMBERS:

Oh, oh!

MR. WELLS:

Nobody can accept that criticism
in hauing any daegree of
credibility, Mr. Speaker, so long
as they sit and accept bhe payment
to the Premier of a salary.
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Nobody accepts it as having any
crecibility, nor should they. The
only difference 1s amount. That
is what they are quarrelling
with, Or as they say, who is
paying it? Well, T will kell them
who 1s paying it: Not the people
they are saying s paying it, bhut
the hundreds and hundreds of
Lhouwsands of people who contribute
Lo the [iberal Party. That is who
s paying it

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR, WELLS:

They do not Tike Ehat! They do
not. want it to be that way. They
want to be able to say lwo or
three or four people.

MR. MORGAN:
Three prominent
paying you,

Liberals are

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

SOME_HON. MEMBERS:
Obh, oh!

MR, SPEAKER:
Order, pleasa! Could we have
order, please!

MR, WELLS:
Thank you, Mr. Spaeaker.

MR. MORGAN:
Do not decedve the Houso.

MR. SPEAKER:

T am going to ask Lhe members once
more on my left bto please keep
agrder,

The hon. the Leader of the

Opposition,

MR, WELLS:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker,
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The Liberal Party d1s paying me &
salary. T am happy to accept it
I have no concern with it. It is
entirely proper. It was announced
heforehand. It was approved by
Ehe Liberal Parky in convention by
electing me as 4its leader 1in an
overwhelining manner . [ presume
the hundreds and hundreds or
thousands of contributors to the
P.C. Party are similarly providing
the fonds  witkh  which  the party
pays its leader. I have no catse
to think otherwise, and { would
not suggest otherwise. If I had
cantse T oamight, but T have no cause
to. suggest otherwise. And  those
gentlemen opposite have no caunse
to suggest otherwise as far as the
Liberal Party is concerned,

SOME HON., MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. PEACH:
(Inaudible) that d4s why you are
talking about it today.

MR. SPEAKER:
order, please!

MR. WELLS:
No, T am dealing with the issues
that have been railsed with the
smaar and bthe improper allegations.

MR. MORGAN:
(inaudible) salary leader

MR. WELLS:

TL is also "dmpossible to accept it
from the NDP, M-, Speaker, totally
dimpossihle, and the double
standard they seb up when last
Spring ancd last Fall T heard the

Leader of the NDP Party
complaining publicly on Lelevision
about how underpaid he was, He
was nearly broke. He was Facing

possible bankruptcy, and those
were his words .,

Then I heard him say, Mr. Speaker,
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the real problem ds the burdens I
have as leader of bthe parhy. And
he approves it by nodding today.
The real problem +dis T  have Lo
discharge those burdens as the
leader of the party.

Well, does he not Lhink T have Lo
discharge burdens as leader of the

party? The Premier has to
discharge burdens as the leader of
Lhe party. Those o parties
choose to pay their leaders
directly. The hon, member  fFor

Menihek says, 'But my party is a
poor  party, S0, Lherefore, the
government should pay. ' That is
the position he chose, government
should pay me a salary as Leader
of the NDP Party. That Qs his
position.

SOME. HON. MEMRBFERS:
Oh, oh!

MR. SPENKER:
Order, please!

MR. WELLS:

Mr . Speaker, T am nolb prepared Lo
face banlkruptcy . I am not
preparad  to  pul ey myself  inoa
difficult position. I am preparad
Lo reduce my Tifestyle and take
other cuts, vyes. But I willl not

place wmy family in difficulty or
jeopardize their security to

satisfy political vultures.

MR. MORGAN:
$125,000 a year!

MR. WELLS:

The M™MHA for Bonavista South (Mr.
Morgan) can run his businesses and
manage his properties and take
whatever profit he likes.

MR. MORGAN:

(Tnaudible) Jive on $125,000 a
year, heavy sbhuff.

MR. WELLS:
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The MHA for Bonavista South
referred Lo the car allowance ULhe
lLeader of the Opposition gets. I
e haen given Ehe Lnpress ion
earlier that the Leader of Uhe
Opposition had a car available to
him.

The fact is, Mr., Speaker, there is
a car available, but I am told by
the department, and Mr. Speaker
will know, noet yourself, but the
Speaker knows, I have written to.
him about the matter. The media
have raised it with me and that is
what really caused me to go and
check to be honest. Some weeks
ago T had a call from a member of
the CBC asking me about the use
of cars. T told him T had a car,
I understood at that time, on the
same hasis as miniskers had a car,
that & car was made. available to
Fhe | eader of Lhe Oppos L kion.

Except, when 1 checked e
guidelines T Find T cannot  use
it I checked with Lhe
daepartmental officials  concerned,

or rather I had a member of the
cancus check « T did nobt talk to
them directly - and I found that
Lherae s a sel of guidelines For

all governmental cars, I do not
have themn wibkh ne. I am sorry, I
do not. have them with me .

Ganerally, they can only be used
for direct governmental purposes
ancd they must be parked overnight
in the government parking lot.
Ministers cannot drive home with
them.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Oh, oh!

MR. WELLS:

Just  Tleb  we Finish what T am
saying now. That ds what the
offFicial told me.

SGMF HON. MEMBERS:
Oh, oh!
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MR. WELILS:

Just wait and you will hear the
rest of it That 1is what the
official +told wme or advised, at
any rate, Lhat the guidelines
applied to ministers as well, that
those guidelines apply Lo
minister's Cars, and we were
assured of that,

S0 T wrote Mr. Speaker about, I do
not know, ten days or two weeks
ago, and asked him if in Fact that
was the case. Because Jf it is,

it cannaol he nsad and I-he
minister's should not be using
their cars, Rul, T have *to say

that that seems to he to utterly
unraasonahle, Nobody can say bthat
ministers have w car available to
them for Lhe general use 4F they
cannot uwse it If they have to
park itk here at ConFeaderat.ion
Building. I will never use that
car 1f T got ko follow those
guidelines because there is no
sense Lo it. I could drive from
here to the CBC maybe and the fact
is, I have never used. I have
never driven 1t outside the city
limits. I have driven ik back and
forth to the CBC or to some other
place that T have had to go, and
nowhere else.

Tt is parked there, and unkil the
matter dis cleared up, I do not
have a car available, and T do not

have a car available.

T do nol suggest that minisbers
should have the kind of access to
thedir cars Fhat bhey do have. I
just  say that if Lhe Cabinet
Directive gsays "these guidelines
apply to ministers cars," as the
official has told us, then we
cannot use 1it. But that should he
cleared, L oam sE111 awaibting a
reply from the Speaker. So, that
is not available.

Bonavista

Then the meinker fFor
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South mentioned Lhe Opposition
expense allowance, Now that has
to cover all miscellanaous
axpenses of the Qpposition
offFices, subscripbions to
newspapers, subscriptions to any
magazines that are subscribed to,
Opposition office travel -
of Ficial travel, and a variety of
other expenses in connection with
the running of  Lhe office not
specifically provided for.

Let me tell you Mr, Speaker, and
Fell this Province Lhe vast  sun
that the hon. member for Bonavista
South Qs talking abouk, b s
$800 per month -

SOME_ HON. MEMBERS:
Oh, oh!

MR, WELLS:

—for the entire official
Opposition, For their expenses
It would not pay the Premier's
hotel bill for one night.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear! :

MR. MORGAN:
Mr . Speaker, a point of order.

MR. SPEAKER (Greening):

A point of order, the hon. the
member for Bonavista South (Mr.
Morgan) .

MR. MORGAN:
A point  of  ordar  Mr. Speaker,
This debate ds a very important
one  and we are kalking about the
benefits to members. It dis very
important nob to wmislead the MHouse

unintentionally bhecause the
benel ity Lo memhers and their

offFices dis much greater need than
$800 a month because each maember
of the Opposition is using &
service of heing able to have all
his constituents call their
of Fices c¢ollect from all over the
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Province, bthat comes alone Lo more
than $800 & month.

MR, TULIK:
Fuery member has bhat .

MR. SPFAKFER (Mr. Greening):

To that point of order, there 1is
no point of order.
The hon . Lhe lLeader of Lhe

Opposition.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker,

MR. PATTERSON:
A point of order.

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please! A point of order,
the hon. the member for Placentia.

MR. PATTERSON:
With reference to the cost of the

Pramier's hotlel rooms when he
travels, T understand thatl Leader
of -he Opposilkion has

complimentary tickets for hotels
and airldines, free, and T wondaer
iF he would comment on  that and
not mislead the House when he does,

MR. SPEAKER:
To that point of order, Lthere is
no point of order,

-

The hon. the Leader of Ihe

Opposition.

MR. WELLS:
As a matter of fact I will shortly
deal with that.

Mr. Speaker, when the Corner Brook
Chamber of Commerce invites me to
come to Corner Brook to speak to
the Chamber, that ds a public
responsihility. It s for the
overall best dnterests of this
Province to hear the obther side,
Lo .hear the other point of view.
When T wn Jnvited ko go Lo St
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Anthony by khe Rotary Club to
address them on public issue, that
is a public responsibiliby. When
the ministers are dnvited to do
that, 1the govermnent pays btheir
expenses, Ours has to come out of
Ehe $800 a month!  Thal ds ubterly
unreasonable!

There is no travelling expense
account: for the lLeader of Lhe
Opposition, other than that $800 a
mont:h, -

MR. MORGAN:
Maybe it should be paid by the
taxpayers,

MR. WELLS:

I agree it should be paid by the
taxpayers, but the taxpayers will
not pay it The Premier will not
let them, or the government will
not Jet thaem, and that is wrong.

et us have some sensae of fFairness
in Lhis Province, and let us
create a situation where Lhe obher
point of view can be heard with
reasonable  facilitby. Pet vs  rmow
diminish it, and let us prevent
Lhe people From hear ing. he
people of this Province are not

fooled hy this. They recognize
honesty and frankness. They are
not going Lo bhe misqguided by

people who, for their OWIN
political wmotive, want to  cast
another light on it.

The c¢lear thing s, Mr. Speaker,
the Progressive Conservalkive Party
is in a panic ab the moment as a
result of the growth af the
Liberal Party -

SOME_HON. MEMBERS:

Hear, hear!
MR. WELLS:

- and  Ehe growth of Lhe support
for the Liberal party.
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They will say anything bthey feel
like in order Lo divert attention
away from the real issues, From
their gross failures in the field
of health, for examnple. Hospital
heds have +to be closed. There is
a nursing shortage c¢reated as a
result of gqovernmental financial
policies and there is a desperate
situation in terms of the
provision of adequate hospital
equipment throughout this
Province, nol  just  one  or two
hospitals. They have Lo account
for that,

They have to answer to the public,
Mr Spaakar, For lhe groat
disparity they have created in
aducation “where people +in  rural
areas of Newfoundland get, +in some
cases, half of what s paid to
schools an urban areas on a per
pupil basis. ey will have Lo
answer for that.

They are going to have Lo answer
for the destruction of the economy
of this Province and For the
destruction of rural Newfoundland,
Mr . Speaker, For driving the
people out of this Province. And
they have driven thousands out of
this Province din the last three
years!

SOMEF HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

DR, COLLINS:
A point of order.

MR. SPFAKER:
n point of order, the hon. 1the
Minister of Health.

DR. COLLINS:
Mr. Speaker, one can  understand

the hon. the lLeader  of Ehe
Opposibtion's approach hera. He
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really does not wish to deal with

the idssue. But we are dealing
with the Tnternal Econony
Commission. Whether this
governmenlk is doing the right

thing economically or in the terms
of the development of Lthe Province
is interesting, hut it 1s not
relevant to Lthis issue, We are
not in the budget debhate here; we
are not in the Throne Speech here;
we are talking about a particular
hi11l, and the hon. the Leader "of
the Opposition should be relevant
to the bill.

SOME HON. MEMRERS:
Haear, hear!

MR. WELLS:
To that point of
Speaker,

order, Mi .

MR. SPEAKER:
To the point of order, The hon.
Lhe Leader of the Opposition.

MR. WELLS:

The relevancy, Mr. Spedaker, is
simply this - I am addressing the
point of order. The Speaker askod
me to be heard on the point of
order, and T an just telling the
hon. members and the Speaker what
Lhe relevancy of bthe cowmment is.

What I am saying, Mr. Speaker, is
Fhe comnents that have bheen made,
particularly those by the hon .
member for Bonauista Soubh thal T
am dealing with, and the other
comnents made Hin this House, are
made dn an attempt Lo cover up

thesa Failiires,

T am showing them how unfounded
Fhey Are ., To covar np these
fFailures, they are wmaking LUthese
comnenlbs and they are nobt dealing
with the real dissue. Thalt was the
point of khe comnent.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
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Hear, hear!

MR, SPEAKER:
There was no point of order, the
hon. the lLeader of the Opposition.

MR. WELLS:

T am talking about them being in
an absolute panic and bheing driven
to say anything they can to try
and discredit the Liberal Party.

Rut we will not let thewm divert
us . We will deal with their
failures in public services, their
failures in highways and municipal
services., We will cdeal with what
they have done to the people of
this Province in driving them out

of it over the last three years, -

and in doubling the direct
Provincial debt in nine years, 1in
reduc ing he ecanomny of this

Province to a position where the
revenue from Provincial sources,
the total current and capital
revenue from Provincial sources

for the forthcoming year is
projectbead Iy the Ministar of

Finance to bhe less than it was
lTast year! Thal s what Lhey hauve
reduced this Province to.

The people of  Newfoundland e
fFooled by these attemplts to divert
their attention away Lo dssues
that they attempted to create like
Lhe salary being pacic to Lhe
Leader of the Opposition by the
Liberal Party. Mr. Speaker, we
will not let them divert the
attenkion of the public of this
Province to the real issue.

Now, this 1s the only htime that I
am going to speak in this House on
this matter. T have c¢leared it
definitively., It dis the only time
I am going to speak in this House
on this matter, I am going to
deal with the issues.

The hon . memnbers opposite can
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speak as mich as  they want. The
hon. members opposite can try and
crealbe  whatever diversions they
want to cover the gross faillure of
Lhe governmenlt to  daal with the

pressing problems of Lhis
Province, ko try and divert
Yy

atlention away, but we will not be
iverted,

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR, WELLS: .

We are going Fo deal with Uthe
issues and we are going to call
Ehew  to account for bhe dssues,
Their personal attacks will not
succeed, Mr. Speaker.

Stop vyour colleagues from making
personal attacks, sbop your own
CauUcUs .

MR. WELLS:

Nobody in  khis caucus will ever
make personal -

MR. MORGAN: .
Stap  your own caucos  colleagues
From making personal attacks.

MR. SPFRAKER:
Order, please!

MR. WELLS:

Nobody in  Lhis  cauncus  will ever
make personal attacks but we will
deal wilth the dssues and we will
not shirk from dealing with the
lssunes because bthey mnay affect a
personality. We will not avoid
ik, bub it will be dealt wilh in
terms of the issues.

We take no pleasure, Mr. Speaker,
no pleasure, in raising dssues
that  adversely affectk any hon.
member of this House.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!
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MR. WEILLS:

T can say bto you now, I take no
pleasure, and T do not believe any
of my colleaques on this side of
Lhe House take any pleasure in
raising issues that adversely
affect any individual person on
the other side of the House, but
we will not shirk from aur
respongibility to the people of
Newfoundland to deal with those
issues hecause 1t might adversely
affFect some other member of Ehis
House .

SOME HON., MEMRFRS:
Hear, hear!

MR. WEILLS:

That s the way we intend Lo deal
with 1t T give the public of
this Province, Mr. Speaker, credit
Far being able . to ddentify the
difference heltween what 4he hon.
members opposite would like to bhe
the situation Aas Far as he
Liberal Party is concerned, and
Lhe reality. The people of Lthis
Province have already shown, most
recently in Waterford - Kenmount,
just what they think and just how
they view the Liberal Party!

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR, WELLS:
I have no doubt that the general
public of Lthis Province will, -in
the next provincial election, see
it In exactly the samwe way, Mr.
Speaker.

SOME HON, MEMBFERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. WILLS:

il aln happy to support the
principle of this bhill, My
Speaker. T think il ds a Fairly
sound principle. T think it
reflects & consensus afler a Fair
amount of work and assessment. It
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reflacks a consensus,

(Inaudible) .

MR. WELLS:

T hear Lthe btwo members down at Lhe
end saying it 1s not a consensus.
Now, there are only FiFty olher
members in this House beside those
fwo and iF all Fifty obther membeairs
agreg on something, it appears
there s no consensus unless they
dictate that 4t 1s okay or it s
not okay. Now, T hardly call that
any semblance of democracy. Yaou
have to be reasonable.

They have o remember, My,
Spaaker, that:  thaey cannot  have
thedir own way absolutely in

ayeaprykhing. The Facl  that  they
want to bhe treated as Lhough Lhey
were da o major parlty din this House,

MR. LONG:
We are,

MR. WELLS: _
- the fact 1is they are not, They
are hkwo individual members. They
are not even going to be a major
party in Manitobka in a Few days.

SOME. HON., MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. WELLS:
Mr. Speaker, based on what I have
read in khe report Tools for the
Job, what s contained in this
b1 is essentially sound,
although T say again, T would have
preferred the situation where
there was one privalbe member from
each party, or a situation where
there was 1o privake member From
either party, and then you could
not: complain of &, and have bLhe
Qpposition House Leader sit on it
instead. Fither  of  bthose would
have been acceptable, ut the
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government, for whatever reason,
and T do not want to atkribute
motives Lo them, chose Lo
recomneand the course that they
did. I advised the hon . the
Premier that bhat was acceptable.

He suggested when he wrote that
the private member From this side
of the House he alternated belween
the NDP ane Lhe of Ficial
Opposition. Now, notwithstanding
that they only have two membaers,
and we have fifteen, we agree. We

will alternate. One year, they
will have dt, the next year, we

would have it L we are Ehe

of ficial opposition, -

MR. PATTERSON:
You will not be around in another
year.

MR. WELLS:

- but T expect we will be in
government. The hon, member s
quite right, we will be on the
government side then.

So, T suggested bLhe simple answer
is we are even prepared to flip a
coitn to decide who goes First,
notwithstanding that we have
Fifteen, we do not 1dnsist that we
should go fFirst. We are prepared
to flip a coin and decide and AF
they win the toss, okay, they
appoint the nemher. Now, T think
that that is being eminently

reasonabla and in he
circumstances that Lhis bhill
provides For, we are gu.ite

prepared to live with it, and we
suppork the bill.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Oh, ohl
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MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Health.

MR. SIMMS:

There must be some students in the
gallery from his district.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Oh, oh!

MR. PATTERSON:

(Inaudible) the Qpposition  is
going ko release his hosiages over
there, In Kuwait, they Were
releasaed Tast week . He has
sixteen of Lthem over there now and
they are beqging bto bhe released.

MR. SIMMONS:
A point of order, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. the member for Fortune
Hermitage, a point of arder.

MR. SIMMONS:

I understood that we had a speaker
From that side and T was going to
speak for this side.

MR. SPEAKER:

We do have a speaker From this
side and he was recognized as Uthe
hon. the Minister of Heallh,

SOME _HON. MEMBERS:

Hear, hear!

DR. CQLLINS:

My . Speaker, this ds a bibt of @&
unique debhate. I suppose for many
people in bthe Province this inay
not seem a very important dssues.
Rut we are debaling something that

has to do with the House of
Assembly itself. Sa, it is a
unique thing. 1t invalves us

all. It is very important Lo us
all.
We think, because it is ‘{lmportant

to the members of the House, it s
important to bthe Province and T am
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sure thalb 1t s so. Tt ds the way
we reflect democracy in our
Province, bthe actions that go on
in this House, and that is so to a
large extent.

S0, Mr. Speaker, T do not have any
hesitation therefore in entering
into all aspects of o the
members of this House and how the
Houwse dbkselfF conducts dtself in
the context of this particular
bill.

Mr. Speaker, I wank to deal with
the issue +that has come up here
and has just been dealt with at
length hy 1he hon. the Leader of
Lhe OQpposition. Fhat dissne was A
view put forward by a member of
this House, quite properly [dn any
VERCINE e put Fforward the view
Lhat the leader of Lhe Opposition

ia receiving axltra salary
improperly. That  was Lhe  hon.

member's wiew, and T think he had
a reason and a legitimate reason
to put that Fforward. So, T want
Lo deal with that question, bhat
the lLeader of the Opposition is
receiving axtra salary i.n an
improper fashion.

Mr. Speaker, yesterday, when the
l.eader of the Opposition said he
would address this issue, my
understanding was that he was
going Lo fully lay out all the
Facts about his extra salary. He
did not deny that he was getting
an  extra salary. How could he?
Everyone knows 1it. He ds getting
a substantial extra salary. My
understanding, from his dnitial
remarks, 1s he was going tro Tlay
out all the points about that and
Ehat Gt would be a satisfactory
explanation.

My, Speaker, this morning I have
to say from my view, anyway, T did
not hear an adequate explanalion.
T fhvink there are questions
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outstanding, and T think there are
three types of questions and I am
going Lo deal wikh the three Lypes
of questions, They are, in my
view, of ascending importance, T
suppose, but nevertheless, each
question in its own  right is
important and I am going to lay it
out as T see it

Now, Mr . Speaker, the first
gquestion I have is that the Leader
of the Opposition. is receiving
extra salary improperly. Why i
he doing this and, therelby,
damaging the Liberal Party? Now
Lhak is one of the three questions.

Now), what does one mean by
damaging the Liberal Party? The
Leadaer ofF the Opposibion has been
at pains several times to point
ont  that he did  nob  sewk Elye
Jeadership of  the Liberal Party,
and we have acceplbed Lhat,

AN HON. MEMBER:
He went on sale,

DR. COLLINS: '

He said he did not seek it We
are not claiming the contrary, we
are  just reporbting  whabt he is
saying. He said, 'I did not seek
the Liberal Party leadership.’

MR. DAWE:
No! Somebody put him in & bin on
$1.44 Day.

DR. COLILTINS:

Now, Mr. Speaker, that raises the
question why he did not seek the
Liberal Party leadership? He is
here, Why did he not seek L7  Ts
he not a Liberal? He says he 1s a
Liberal, and we have to believe
him, and all the remarks he has
made are An defence of Lhe |iberal
Party, so we can put that aside.
Lt omay be that he did not want Lo
seeak the leadership of the Liberal
Party becanse he dicd not want to
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get into public Tife, and that
would be a legitimate point of
viaw, As & matter of ack, after
the previous leader was dispatched
in a rabher unseemly fashion by
his colleagues, he was asked, I

believe, by  one of the media
representatives, 'Are you qoing to
seek dt7?! And he said 'T would

nat touch it with a ten foot barge
pole. ! T think that €ds & fairly
accurate comment on what he said
Tat Lhe lLime. Sa, it oway well be
that he did not want Lo get. dinto
prublic 1life. ’

Howevar, that s negated by the
fact that he dis 1in public life.
So, what s the okher reason why
he said he did not seek 1it? It
mist be money. What obther reason
can there be? He +dis a Liberal.
He wankts to he in public 1ife,
hecause he 1s here. But he said
e did not seek tt. Ts there any
other reason why he did not seek

ik? T suggest Lt was  money.
Fuerything points to the fact that
itowas  a money  question. There
was not enough money in the
position of Leader of Lhe
Opposition +to satisfy the hon.
member Now, kbt i s Facir
enough. I have no problem with

that, No one is Forcing anyone Lo
get idinto public life. No one 1is
forcing anyone Lo accepl a higher
or lower or the same salary. Tt
is quite a legitimate bhing Lo do,

but he did not answenr that
question. T Lthink to c¢lear this
whole maltter up, he should bhave
answerad that question. He shonld

have said, am T din public 1ife for
the woney or am I not.? T think
the evidence shows he 1is in public
life Ffor the money, because he
said I would not he in it
otherwise,

SOME HON., MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!
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DR. COLLTNS:

Now that i1s the question.

Mr. Speaker, he then claims that
Fhe Liberal Party had every right
to give him extra salary, and I
say Fair anough! At can  we
helieve that the Liberal Party is
giving the hon. the Leader of the
Opposition the extra salary, @
sizeable extra salary?

[ have Lo stake, Mr. Speaker, in
my view that ds pobt a factual
disposition of bthe Facls. We  krow
the Liberal Party federally dis not
paying +it, bhecause they say Gbthey
are not, and we know they are
broke. So, it Qs guite 1llogical
to think they would send & very
sizeahle aexhra salary bo Fhe
leadership of & provincial party
when they, themselves, are broke
and they had almost a fracas at
Eheir Tlast liberal convention,
over the fact +that they were <o
broke and they did not know where
they were going to get money. So,
it is ridiculous ko think Ehat the
Federal Governmant 1a sending
money down .-

Nouw, frow  about the
Liberal Party?

provincial

Mr. Speaker, I have no inbimate
knowledga of the finances of the
local Liberal Party, but I am
gnite willing to say that the
average person in this Province
daes not believe, For one minube
that the provincial Liberal Party
has $50,000 a year exbtra Lo spand
- the Party itself. As & matber
of Fact, there Hds euidence ofF
that, because when the Leader of

the Opposikion's @xbhra salary
first came to light, mny

understanding s  Lthal the Leader
of the 1local provincial Liberal
Party sais, 'I do not know where
the money is coming from.'
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T mean, 1F he s the president and
he does noll  know where it s
coming From, how can you say that
Fhe Tlocal lLiberal Party is doing
1it?  So it ds clear that the local
Libaral Party is not supplying bthe
money, and I think the Leader of
Lhe  Opposition did not.  clarify
that point.

Now, Mr, Speaker, he may say,
"There are Liberals supplying this
money to me and, therefore, that

is equivalent to the Liberal
Party.' Now, Mr. Speaker, no one
is going to accept that., There fis
a term for that. The term is
called Taundering. Youl can
launder money . Now, if hon .
membhears do not krrow uwhat
laundering means, it means, for
example, dirug pushers in the
United Slates méy get money

illegitimately and  they wanl  to
use some of Chal money to pay off
police officers. They do not do
it directly, because it obuiously
wonld  bhe easily detectad, Ihey
send it elsewhere, perhaps to the
Royal Rank in Foronto, . ar
whatever, and the money comes back
Lo  khe police officers who are

being bribed. That 18 & very
simple aspect of Jaundering. Tt

is a nefarious and devious tactic
which is well known; it is  not
very well thought of.

Now, for the hon. the Leader of
the Opposition to say that there
are private individuals qgiving Lhe
extra salary in the name of the
Liberal Party s a Taundering
activity, and T say that that is
damaging to the reputation of bhe
Liberal Party.

MR. DECKER:
A point of order, Mr. Speakear,

MR. SPRAKER:
A point of order, the hon. the

B

member  fFor the SErail of Belle
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Tsle.

MR. DECKER:

Mr. Speaker, the standard of fthe
minister's speech is so high that
[ do not believe he would wank Lo
spoil it by allowing the word
"nefarious' Lo stand. According

to the rules, it is  totally
inappropriate. The speech has

such a high standard that only the
hon. minister could present-it. I
would hate to see the calibher of

. his speech lowered by using a word

which is not allowed in Lhis
House, according to Reauchesne.

MR. PATTERSON:

To that point of order, Mr .

Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
To that point of order, the hon.
the member for Placenb-ia.

MR. PATTERSON:
How do you spell nefarious?

MR. DECKER:
Nev@r = ot =0 =115,

DR. COILILINS:

IF I may, Mr. Speaker. If the
hon., member Feels bthat that  is
unparliamentary, T will withdraw
the term.

MR. SPEAKER:
There is no point of order.

The hon. the Minister of Health.

DR. COLILINS:

Mr. Speaker, I have a concern for
the Liberal Party and T would not
like to see the Liberal Party
tainted in this way. The Liberal
Party is one of the great
political inskibutions in s
Province and I think it dis a
dastardly deed - [ hope that is
not unparliamentary. I am talking
about  a dead, Coam nobt  talking
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ahout a person - to do damage to
the Liberal Party. I suggest, Mr.
Speaker, if there are individuals
giving the extra salary to the
hon. Leader of the Opposition and
it d4s done under the laundering
activity of putting it through the
Liberal Party, that is a damaging
Ehing ko the Liberal Party, and T
think it dis a most unfortunate,
unfair, and shameful bthing to do.

Now, Mr. Speaker, we do not want
the Liberal Party to go back to
the old days. The old days are
very c¢lear din our minds, although
Fartunately bthey are a bit in the
past. T am talking of the Vardy
days . T am talking of Lhe Doyle
days . T am talking of Lhe Shaheen
days . i amn Lalking of the
Liechtenstein days. I am talking
of the - Valdmanis days .
Hopefully, all that +dis hehind us,
The Liberal Party has been tainted
by that in the past; it has made a
valiant effort, Lhrough  several
leaders in recent years, to get
away From that type of kaint.

Mr. Speaker, for that now ko come
back at this 1late stage 1in the
redevelopment: of tLhe Liberal
Party, 1 think is most
unfortunate, ts mosk unforgivable,
and 1lhat ds why I think that -if
private individuals, whoaver they
ey he, are laundering money
Ehrough the Liberal Party in order
to give the hon. Leader of Lthe
Opposition aextra salary it 1ds a
shameful bhlot on the Liberal
Party: +dl 1ds a slipping back Lo
something that everyone hoped they
had Teft behind thaen,

Now, Mr. Speaker, let us Tlook at

another question. This question
relates nok +o the iberal Parly,

this question relates to the

conskituents Lhe hon. lLeader of
Lhe Opposition represents. As

hon. memhers know, we Wy Ehis
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Hottse represent our constituents.
We do it by a majority vote. We
are not here to represent groups,
small, large, private, or public,

obher than our constituents. It
is dimpraper to do so. Now, Mr.
Speaker, we in this House, 1in Lhe
representation of our
constituents, present oue QN
views . We do not present other

people's views. Tt may be Lhoughl

that we have Lo present the views
of  our consbituents, hut as han.
members  know, that dis  not the
case, hat is- not British
parliamentary practice and
tradibion,

Onr  constituents put us  in here,
having confidence in us, Lo
present aur Ul ews in Lhe
understanding that our views are
consiskent wikh the way they want

their representation to e
presented. So, we are din  here

presenting our own views and to do
otherwise is to do damnage Lo Lhe
British parliamentary system. Now,
Mr. Speaker, how can anyone be in
this - House being in. the pay
partly, tokally, T suppose, buk
certainly partly, of a private
group ouver and above the amounkt of
money that is coming to the person
from the public purse.

As et § stated vesterday, Lhe
public purse pays every member in
this Honse approximately $23,000 a
year, or whatever it is, something
of Lhal order., Mr. Speaker, how
can anyone claim to be presenting
s viows congistent with his own
constituents' dnterests if he gets
paid extra, al least double what
the public purse will pay him, and
this is cowing from some private
source? I have already laid out
why T think it is Jogical, and Lhe
conclusion can only be drawn that
Lhis exbtra money 1s coming from a
private group. It ds certainly
nolt: coming From bthe public purse.
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Tt is certainly not coming From
the Liberal Party as it is
normally ndershood, LF it s
coming Trom anywhere, 9L 1s coming
From a gronup in the Liberal Party
and Lhat ds a private group. How
can anyone c¢laim to be dn bhis
House presenting their own views
when they are receiving Lwice the
money  that the public purse is
giving the person to he in here,
they are receiving twice that
amount of money from a private
group? Mr. Speaker, I think that

is damaging to the constituenbs of
the district that put that person
in the House. Tt dis dinconsistent
with the possibility that that
person i representing his

constituents as he should be.

Mr. Speaker, T am nolk going no
take my full Tenglh of time on
Lhis because T bhink obher members
wish to express bthemselves on this
very iLmportant issue, and T think

it should be so. T think this
Final gquestion is the o s b
important of w&ll, bhecause this

Final quastion relatos ko ihe
public of the whole Province. Tt
does  not relakte to  the Liberal
Party, dmportant though that s,
it does notl: relate o the
constituents of a district, wvery
important though that. 1s, it
relates to Lhe whole Province, the
people of the whole Province,
which is of extreme importance.

Now, Mr Speaker, as has heen
stated, and we do nok have any
quarrel with this, a member in
Lhis House may hold a job or may
carry on an occupation quite
separate from his position here
and his duties here. There 1is no
problem with that. For instance,
it 1s quite all right for a member
in this  House Lo have anobher
occupation, 1.e., the Ileader of
Lhe a partisan party. Tf your are
leader of & party Lthat dis an
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accupation. TE ds not bthe same as
being a member of Lhis House,
They are two different things. 2k
is gquite alright to do  that.
Tracditionally, when a person 1s in
that pogsition, the party will
supply Fhat person wi th § OMme
funds . Traditionally, those funds
are supposed to be and have beaen
of the order of covering Lhe
ont-of-pockeak expenses of Lhat
person who is the leader.

For dinstance, the present Leader
of the PC Party receives $500 a
month from party funds. It is not
from anyone else. It is quite
identified that 1t comes out of
the party purse, $500 a month, and
this d1s of the order of dealing
wikh every day expenses.

Now, as an aside, bthe hon. the
Leader of lLhe OQpposiktlion suggesthbs
that his $50,000 a year 1is the
saume  as Lhat $5%00 a month thatb bhe
lLeader of our Party is receiving.

Mr . Speaker, the dilrfFerence )
amount is enough to establish it
is i FForent  in kind. Yatr cannaol

compare $R00 a month with $50,000

a year and say it dis the same type
of money that 1is being given and

it For Lhe sane purposa, Tt s
ridiculous., The disparity d1s too
greaal. Rut  that  d¢  an  aside.
What is more important, My,
Speaker, 1s where thab wmoney comes
From. And this 1is where every

member of khis House is involued,
where all the people in  this
Province are involved, because he,
like all of wus, dis bhound by The
Conflict OF Tnterest Actk.

I do have to go back and do point
out that the hon. the Leader of
Lhe Qpposition himself referred to

Lhat $50, 000 as salary . He
referrad to it as salary., He

admits it as salary.

MR. MORGAN:
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Not expenses,

DR. COLLINS:

Nobt expenses. What we are saying,
the stipend that the Leader of our
Party gels 1is For expenses. Anc T
think the difference makes it
¢lear in everyone's nind. Now T
do not care whether people argue
alhout it or nokt, Lthe public is not
to be fooled. The public knows

that $H00 a month i quite
Jegitimate for oub-of-pocket:

AXPENsas for bhe leacder of a
party. The public ds not fooled
in thinking $50,000 a year is

legilimate For out—of-pocket
@xpenses For bthe leader of &
party. So, Jet us nobt get into

Ehal

Now, Mr. Spaeaker, as T nenlioned,
all  members in  Lhis House are
coverad [yy e Conflict of
Tnterest Act, which means there is
nothing wrong with carrying on
activities in addition to your
duties in  kthe House. Bul, i f
there 1s any possibility - not
probability, not fact - if Lhere
is any possibility that the income
fFrom that other occupation is
Jikely to impact on your duties as
a member, it must be laid oub so
it is visible where that dincome is
caming from so that people can
judge if there is a conflict there.

Now, Mr. Speaker, this s where I

have, parsonally, the greabest
problem with the Leader of Lhe
Opposilion owver bthis dssne. T do
not know where  that money  is
coming from. No one in s

Province knows For certain where
that woney is coming From.

MR. MORGAN:
He does.

DR. COILLINS:
He knows.  There are other people
who have some inside inFormalion
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which leads them to think that
they know, and they may well be
correct. But it dis not clearly
latd ouk, and this 1s where the
Leader of the Opposition should
havae laid it out c¢learly, it is
not clearly laid out where that
exkra cincome dis  coming from, s$o
the people of this Province are

not in Ehe posibtion ko kirow
whether the lL.eader of the

Opposition is in & posikion of
conflict. He 1g leaving that area
unclear, and he g Lherefores
violating, dn my view, an act of
Fhis Assambly o which he is boond
particularly. Recause that act
relates particnlarly Lo tLhe
members of this House. He ds
Jeaving it uvnclear that he 1is nok
violating - I suggest e is
violaling The Conflict ofF
Interest Act.

Now, we kpnow that Lthere are no
Leelbh in khe act. Yo do not put
people in jail over it You do
not bake away bheir house over (i
you do not do anything of Gthat
nature, Tt iy required by,
traditionally, ethical, honourable
activity on the part of menbers
that they will abide by the act
and, indeed, they will Tean ouver
hackwards to abide by the act. I
A gquite sure bkhat many in khis

House, including many of my
Friends opposite, put  bhings in
their conflict of interest

statement t+hat Ehey, themselues,
know have no real relevance to
conflict oF "dnterest., Rk they
are going to put them in anyway to
Taan over backwards to show bhelir
allegiance and their abidance Dby
this act.

Now, Mr. Speaker, for the lLeader
of Lhe Opposition to Eake a
different approach, to not lean
over hackwards, in my  view not
even abide hy the act but ‘indeed
Lo kry and gelt around, to Flaunt
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the ack, T think that s a very
unfortunate attitude of mind and
ik is & wvery unfortunate btype of
activity.

MR. MORGNHN:
Tt reflects on the whole House of
Assembly .

MR. STMMONS :
Mr. Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER (Greening):
The hon. the membher for Forbune -
Hermitage .

MR. SIMMONS:

Mr. Speaker, as a matter of Fact,
I was interested 1in what he was
saying about the conflict of
interest and the obligations of

membhears ., T wonder AF he would
just elaborate on that point. I

missed a couple of sentences Lhere.

DR. COLLTINS:
Mr. Speaker.

MR, SPEAKER:
Me hon. the Minister of Health.

DR. COLLTNS:

M. Speaker, what T am saying is
Lhat Lhe conflict of cinterest in
letler and in  spirit puts an
obligation an all of e 1o
indicate 3n weilting, once a year,
if we gebt income other Lhan our
M.H.A. income, and I suppose,
ministerial incowme, but certainly
our M.H.A. dincome, if we get other

income and there is any
possibility that the source of

Lhat income mnay put s into
conflict, or might put the person
into conflickt with his duties in
this House. He has an obligation
to lay that outb, And it is not an
obligation that is put down with a
Ehreat of sanctionsg, ik s an
obligation that we are supposed to
be acting ekhically and honourably
as members of this House.
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MR. DAWE:

Ancl it  must he s hown on the
confFlict of interest stalemeant
auery year,

NDR. COLI.TNS:

And it must be shown c¢learly, it
ig not  a  case  of  pubtting  some
phrase in there that will Jjust
daal with the wording of the act.
This ackt ds for us and we deal
wilkh 4t in word and in o spiril. T
would Say the Leadar ofF the
Opposiltion, if thaere is any
possibility that his extra salary
is coming From a source bthat might
put him din  conflict with his

dukies, should put Lhat down
clearly and unequivocably and

wikhouk any sublberfuge whatever,

Now, Mr. Speaker, the Fack that
the lLeader of the Opposition heasg
not  done  Ehat, T Ehink, bhrings
dishonour on us all, It brings
Ehe Liberal Parly Leadership back
to a period that one had hoped it
had  Forgotten and that it would
never arise again, and, indeed, 1l
piits  his  representation of  his
constituents dnto grave cdoubt and
grave Jeopardy., T, Lherefore,
have to say that I am disappointed
and T am distiurbed bhat when the
lLeader of the OQpposition had his
opportunity Lo give all Ehese
answers, to lay this thing to
resl, to give an explanabion that
would bhe logical, rational  and
acceptable, he did not do it. He
did not do 1t, even though he said
he wonld do k. T Find that very
disturbing and wvery unfortunate.
aAncd even though he said, I will
not speak on Lthis matter again,' I
would hope he would change his
mind and he would come into this
House and say exactly where that
money 1s coming from.

MR. DAWE:
Probably Aan audited
would be in order.

statemaent
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DR. COLLINS:

Ahsolukely! My hon. Friend has
made an excellent suggestion. As
a matter of fact, I Lhink the
suggestion was also made by the
Premier. The Premier says, 'T
have absolutely no problem in
giving an audited statement of ny
$500 a month that I use to
discharge out—-of-pocket axpenses
as Leader of the P.C. Party.'

AN HON. MEMBER:
Ts Fhalt what the Premier sa&aid?

DR. COLITNSG:

Abhsolutely! Tf they are
identifable, Rut, as I wmentioned,
that money comes Ffrom the P.C.
purse.

AN HON. MEMBFR:
Fund raising and tickets.

SOME HON., MEMBIERS:
Hear, hear!

DR. COLIINS:

It comes from the P.C. purse, and
Fhere -are Ehottsands of- people
contributing to that purse. There
is no direct 1link from a small
private group to the problem at
all.

Now, what T mn saying is that Lhe
Leader of the Opposition has %o
show in his audit whekther or not
there is a 1link between a small
private group puttling mnoney
forward thal ends up in the leader
of the Opposition's party, An
audit  of that nature is very
simple Lo carry out. S0, 1F the
Leader of the Opposition will come
in himself and say where bLhe wmonaey
is  coming from, and 4f he even
goes so far as Lo say T will gal
an audit done on 9t, I Lhink that
would accentualte and underline the
truth of what he says, and ttat is
all we requrire him to do.
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Now, having done that, it would he
up  to  bthe Liberal Party ikself,
and there are many people on that
¢iide oF the House as disturbed as
I am, and I believe as disturbed
as my colleagues are over this
whole issue, to decide what they
will do aboub it; it would be up

to the constituents of the
disktrict of Windsor - Buchans
whether they feel Lhat their

representation i untéinted, or
whether it 1is tainted by another
group uhao is supplying large
amounts of salary to the Leader of
the Opposition.

Mr. Speaker, T bhink bthis is @
very important idssue and I would
hope lhat the hon. the Leader of
the Opposition will reconsider the
stance he has  taken amnd do  bthe
right thing.

Thank you.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER (Greening):

Before recognizing the hon. member
for Menihek, T would like to
welcome six students from the
Avalon Community College Campus on
Rell Island and their Instructor,
Laurie Tulk.

SOME _HON. MEMBERS:

Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the mamber for Menihek.

MR. FENWTCK:
Mr. Speaker, I do not think I have
avar heard such pious comnments
from the government side din my
antire Tife,

hey are standing bthere admikting
that the Leader of their party
gebts $500 a month and Lhe Leader
of the OQpposition gebts $50,000 a

R1146

et

S



year, and they say that that is
not different in principle. (here
is absolutely no difference in
principle whatsoaver.

M.  Speaker, Tlet us geb down o
the basics of what dis wrong with
Lhis systen, Fhe 1iberal Parby fin
Newfoundland or of Canada or
wheraver wants to pay the lLeader
of the official Opposition $50,000
a yadr, Lhat  ds  their problem.
That is Lhe Liberal Party's
problem. T odis @ stupid bEhing Lo
do, but 4t dis up to them to do
that.,

Qur  problem s not so much the
$50,000, our problem dis who is
paying it? Ts it Four people in a

hack room? Is it 50,000
Liberals? We do  not  know Lhe
answer Lo that. But the
governmentk over Fhere hasg e
power to make that disclosed by

establishing goad elections
legislation that would force the
Liberal Party Lo disclose who
their donors are.

SOME. HON., MEFMRERS:
Haar, hear!

MR, STMMS:
Not a bad iddea.

MR. LONG:
Not & had i1dea, he says.

MR. FIENWICK:

1t also has the power, M.
Speaker, to pol in legislation so
thal the donors to the P.C. Party

shoulel he divulged and, Mre .
Speaker, we quite readdily

acknowledge that our donors should
he listed as well.

MR. LONG:
OF course,

MR. FENWTCK:
M.  Speaker, we are not talking
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about a revolution here, As @
matter of Ffact, T would Tike to
read into the recard a short

Tittle quote here: Tt says,
"There s a direct link between
he haallh ol o polibical

processes and bthe health of our
@conomy . Moreover, we know firom
our own more recent experiencea
that our exisbing politdical sysbem
is Far from perfect, Lthat 1t s
vital that we always be ready and
willing to reform our political
system.

"My  govermment. believes bhat at
present political reform must have
two  Faakures: (1) A new elections

act will be introduced so that
members of ks Hous e wi 11
henceforth be chosen more freely

by Fhe provisions of partial
public funding of  an election
expense arnd by requiring Full
disclosure of the amount and
source of election contributions."

My, Speaker, Lhis is nobt a speech
made in the House of Commons or in
Manitoba or dn Ontario. This is a
quote Ffrom the Throne Speech of
July 12, 1979, in Lhis vary
legislature.

Tn 1979,

SOME HON, MFMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. FENWICK:
ITn 1979,

This governmment promised in 1979
elections legislation in which

Ehere would bhe Full disclosure of
the amount and source of election
conktributions which would have

attacked the very problem that
Lhey are piously complaining the
Liberals have been involved with.

It is not a problem of paying your
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Jeaders. The problem ds, is it an
open political process, or s it
not? I would argue to you, for
axample, Lhat in 1979 when the
member for Green Bay (Mr,
Packfard) .contestaed bthe Tleadership
of the P.C. Party and said that he
would start opening the process,
he said he would divulge how he
spent Fhe money to gel his
campaign financed. If I recall
correctly, ik was aboulk $60,000 or
$70,000,

M, Speaker, he never, auar
divulged who it was that

contributed his $50,000 or $60,000
back in 1979 who, in my opiniaon,
have bthe biggest call on his ear
in the future.

SOME HON, MEMBFERS:
Hemr, hear!

MR. FENWTCK: .

Mr Speaeaker, i} s o Fhe old
example, 1f 4t 1s sauce for the
goose, ik has gobt Lo be sance for
the gander, They have got to
bring in that kind of legislabtion.

The other question, Mr. Speaker,
is I believe that that legislation

s Tong overdus and it is
something that we have got to
bring in hefore Lhe next

election.

The reason I do 1is, T refer back
to questions we asked in the House
yesterday. We asked the Minister
of Justice (Ms Verge) if she was
going ko be bringing in for us a
piece of legislation to control
election spending and, of course,
to  make parties divulge their
supporters and so on.

The reason, Mr. Spaeaker, that we
brought that in was that we were
appalled to find that in Windsor

Buchans dn the Jast election the
PC candidate had spent $314,000 in
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order to run their campaign. il
have the records From Lhe 1982
general election, the 1985 general
election and - every byelection
hetween there, and the $34,000
spent by the Tories is $7,000 mare
than the next highest spending by
any candidate anywhere in  this
Provuince in history, as far as 1
am concerned, because I assume
that from 1982 ‘onward, we have
pretty well the highest numbers.

The PC Party spent $34,000 trying
to Ity Lhe Windsor Buchans
byelection.

AN HON. MEMBER:
Shameful .

MR. FENWICK:
Now, Fhal dis shameful., OF conrse,
the only problem is that  the

Libheral Paiety spent .1, 000,
another ¢$7,000 more and they were
successful din winning the Windsar

~ Buchans byelection. Now, T do
not  know iF  they had spent a
reasonable amount if they would
havea won, but T am saying Lo you
what 1t c¢learly indicates d1s Lhe
desperate reed For proper
legislation dinto controlling these
kind of things.

That was more than the federal
Timit.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Oh, oh! i

MR. FENWICK:

Four thousand, one hundred dollars
in change, T Forget Fhe exact
amount. The problem is that we do
not have equivalent leglislabion to
what Lhe federal dovernment has,

If  you look at  the

Federal
gouvernment legislaltion ’

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
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oh, ohl

MR. FENWTCK:

Mr . Speaker, I think everyhody
else wants my Lime heare. Could
you give me a bit of order?

MR. LLONG:
The hon.
order.

member s asking  Ffor

MR. FFNWICK:

M, Speaker, i ihe Fadaral
Jegislation, +Gif T wanted to find
ot if John Turner is receiving a
supplement and Gf he 1is receiving
donakions From individuals, T have
no problem whatsoever. Fuery year
A report  is  publishaed of every
donor in  the country who gives
aver $100 Lo the federal Liberal
Party, who gives over $100 to the
Federal PC Party and who gives
over $100 to the Federal New
Democratic Party and every olkher
registered party 1in Canada. That
list s  public Anformabion. T
have a copy of 1t and I can even
show members. TE is & massive
Jist dindicating the supporters.

Mr. Speaker, why do we not have
that here? Why do we not have a
list of the contributers to the PC
Purty on a yearly basis and during
their elecltion campaigns? This s
the government that has the power
ko bring that legisTlation -in and
has had that power since 1979, so
why ara they complaining about the
meniber for Windsor -- Buchans (Mr.
Walls) and the Fact that he has a
supplemant?

ey have ik within their hancds to
divulge his supporters in two or
three days, or whatever Fime ik
takes to pilot Jegislation like
Lhat through! You have already
heen told by the lLeader of the
official Opposition that he will
support it. We will support it,
so all you have to do is do it!
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SOMFE HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR, FENWICK:

Maybe, Mr. Speaker, even if we
were to accept the member for St.
John's North (Me. J. Carter), who
by the way was the chairman of the
Jast comnitbee who tried Lo revise
the Elections lLegislation, brought
in a wvery' terrible bill, guite
Frankly, it was badly flawed in
many  ways, but one of the bhifgs
it sadid was you have Lo control
spending ab  $25,000 per elechkion
campaign. I think Lhat is &
grossly exaggerataed Timit,

As a mabter of fact, Jlooking hack
at the 1982 and 1985 election,
only one candidate in  Ehose bwo
elections actually spent ouvar
$25,000 At I Tve b RS Raricy
Collins, the former member of this
House for Port de Grave in 1982,
only one. Yet 1in the byelection
we  have  just  had  parbies went
above it by $9,000 in one case and
by $16,000 in another case.,

Again, I do not say that that
would  change the resulbts F  khe
spending were Jess, hut clearly,
if we are going to have any sensa,
if  we are going ko have any
democracy or any equalily in Litns
of  competition in the presenting
ol ideas, e neacd controls 0N
that . That 1s jusl as dmportant
as divulging whao the Lilberal
supporters are, who our supporters
are and who the PC suppaorters are.

Mr. Speaker, again, the pious
and T owas  going Lo use the word
"hypocrisy' hut I know 4t s
unparliamentary so I will not use
it -  but the piousness of @&
government Ehat complains about
the supporters when they have all
Lhe means <in their own hands to
divulge it ds just beyond belief.
It ts  Jusk heyond beliet, Me,
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Speakear,

Getiing hack o the hill and
judging  From  the House Leader's
coimments and  From the Leader of
the of ficial Qpposition, I am
giong to Eake a cons iderable
amount. of c¢redit that we have this
piece of legislation here.

Quite frankly, Mr. Speaker, 1t is

half a Tloaf. Tt does nolk nearly
go far enough in making the kind
of reforms we think are
necessary. We, Mr. Speaker, 1in
commilktee stage, will be
introducing two amendments to it.
I will give coplies of Lhe

amendments to both caususes $0
Lhey will have a chance to look ak
it, It does a number of things.

The first and most dmportant thing
it does is Lo say that we neead
Opposition representation on the

Trnternal Fconomy Comnission, My,
Speaker, the government bds btrying
to put Fhat Forware AL A
tremendous  cinnovation, They are

trying to suggest that bthis ds a
particular dnitialive that puts us
well aheacd of bhe enlbire universe.

Mr. Speaker, if you Jlook abt  The
Canadian Legislatures, a hook
that is put out by the Clerk's
Of fice, T believe, in the Province
of Ontario, Lt does a comparative
study of all the legislatures in
Canaca on  an annual basis. T
guote, hy the way, from page 21 of
the 1986 report. "Tt is important
to note that Newfoundland dis now
Lhe only jurisdiction where
Opposition 1s not represented on
the Tegislative management body,"
the only jurisdiction and that
includes every province, all bthe
Lerritories, and Lhe federal
governmenl .

‘We are the only jurisdiction Lhat
did not have Opposition
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represaentalbtion, Mr. Speaker, b
was that gquote that T sent the
Prawmier aboul a year ago or o,
that prompted the exchange of
Jetters Lhalt has led Lo bthis piece
of legislation today.

MR. LONG:
Hear, hear!

MR. FENWICK:
But, Mr. Speaker, it does nob qo
far enough.

We have looked at Lhe
jurisdictions in which there are
more than two recognized parties
N Lhe Legislature and, guite
frankly, Mr. Speaker, in all of

those, all recodni £ed caucHsaes
have representation on the Boards
of Internal Feconomy or Lhe
equivalent. That 1s the case in
Ot Lawa . We  are  all recoqgnized

caucuses, and 1f Lhere were bthree
of thewn, there wonld be three, ©F
there were two, there would bhe
two, and if there were Four, thare

would be four. A1l  recognized
caucnsaes have access Lo 11 because
all caucuses have Lo he

represented in order Lo make bheir
point of view, to c¢learly point
out bthe problems Lhat  they are
having, and to take part in the
way i which  bthe Tegislabure is
operated,

Mr. Speaker, Ontario has one of

Lhe only mature three-party
systems in Canada that has existed
for a Tlong period of Etime. In

Ontario there . i1s representation,
in this case, and T should point
this out to you, by the Liberal
govermment, by the NDP official
opposition and by the PC Party
that g bhe third partky in
Ontario. I will say to the high
and  mighly that  you shall not
always bhe din  that position, and
yau  may  have to  Took Forward to
different positions in the future.
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But I say to you, as a matter of
Fairness and equity - a term that
we often hear in this House - the
Ontario legislature at Quaen's
Park has said that all recognized
caucusaes shall have representation
on the Internal Economy
Commission, and indeed they have,

MR. I.ONG:
Tncluding the PCs, Lhe third party.

MR, FENWICK:
The olher
point  to, M.

Jurisdiction Fhat T.
Speaker, 1 Nouva

Scotia. [ ELhink Nouva Scobia s
Lhe most appropriate fFor our
conkrast. Naouva Scolia, as you
know, M. Speaker, was the

jurisdiction that you wmost pointed
to approximately a year ago when
you indicated bthat the two of us
here, bhecause of obther
circumsbances and because of the
fact that there were two of us in
legislature, represent an official
caucus for the purposes of this
lLegislature. Mr. Speaker, ‘in Nova
Scotia there dis representation by
third parkties an the Tnkernal
Fconomy Commission as well. So,
what we have, Mr. Speaker, is bLhis
government just bringing dilts own
House in order, up to the level
Lhat 1s the standard across the
country.

Ry bkhe way, in New RBrunswick, bthey
did have some other provisions,
but, of conrse, as everybody knows
in New Brunswick, they do not even
have a secomd party, so I wonld be
curious tu see how they operated
Lhere, as well,

My- . Speaker, Lo sumnmarize, the
first amendment that we will be
introducing at comniktaeea stage,
and T will provide copies of for
the official OQOpposition and for
the government, 1Ls that we will
amerd the provisions of this
particular bhill to ensure that
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where there are additional
cRUCLSes represented in this
Legislature, and when there are,
Lhat those CAUCLS @S Wi T also
receive representation on the
Inkernal Ecanaomy Commiss ion as
well. Ry way of giving of it, the
wording dis, and T Jusk provide
this as advance information
becatsa  when Lhe Cowmnilttee slbage
occurs, I wish to make sure that
evaerybody  does know Gk "That
Section A4 be added to the bill
afFlar Saection 3 o read, Aall
minutes of the Internal' - Sorry!
Mat dis the wrong one,

MR. 1.ONG:
That is Lhe second amendment.

MR. FENWICK:

Yas . Anyway, M, Spaaker, Fhe
notice ds that we will be asking
for an amendmenlt to il to provide
that when there are additional
catcuses Fhak they will receive
representation on it. I do not
have Lthe exacl wording of it here,
but you can take it as notice.

Mr. Speaker, the second amendment
that we will be proposing to ik,
and the second area that we felt
that should have been advanced by
the Government House Leader, is dn
the whole question of reporting to
the Legislature.

Personally I have gone through &
unigue  experience  in the sense
that when I was elected back 1n
the Fall off 1981, U was nobk  a
member of a caucus that had
dindividuals Phere who  could tell
me what the rules of Lthe game
ware, what the expense regulabions
and so on are, I got some of them
From the Liberals. I got some
from the Speaker at Uthe time, who
salt  down  wikh we and  explained
what was going on.

I have asked on various occasions
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in Jetters to the present Speaker
Lhal: T be given & copy of lhe
mwinules of  the Tnternal Economy
Commission bthat oulline what Lhe
expense regulations are and what
is permissible. AL no time have
received one, the argument heing,
as T recall correctly, that Uthis
is  confidential dinformation and,
therefore, it is not accessible,

M Speaker, Ehat  is  not  good
enough anymore ., My bhelief 1is that
by not having clear—-cut
regulations that are publicly
available to all members of the
House and all members of the
public, we run Lhe risk of the
same kinds of problems that are
occurring in Nova Scotia. As all
members know, there are now two
Nova Scotia inembers who have been
evicted from their House as &
result  of contraventions of the
regulations, essentilally, of the
Internal Fconomy Comnission.

Mr Speaker, T ask Yot one
question: How  can  we  possibly
know whal  these regulalbions  are
and abide by them if we do nob
Mave copies of them? This ds an
incomprehensible concept on my
part. TF you do not tell we what
the reqgulations are, how can you
abide by them?

Mr. Speaker, if inadvertently, Dby
not. abiding by them, we end up
later on legally in trouble, as
those two members 1in the Nova
Scotia lLegislalbure are, one  of
which has to spend a year in jail
as a result, obviously, of fraud,
but dinadvertently you could break
them as well, T suggest to you
that not having the reqgulations as
a matter of public record is
totally unacceptable.

Mr, Speaker, the second amendment

we will bhe proposing 1is that all
Ehe mintes of he Tnternal
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Economy Commission be tabled in
Lhe !ouse of Assewbhly as soan as
the House of Assembly opens and

Ehen O A Frequent bhaa is
thereafter, S0 that euaerybhody

knows, not only all the members of
the House but all the members of
the public.

MR. LLONG: :
Hear, hear!

MR. FENWICK:
We bthink that thak is absolubely
critical.

MR. LONG:
Comnon sense.,

MR. SIMMS:
Why do you think it ds called the
internal' comnission?

MR. FENWTCK:

Mr. Speaker, the Government House
Leacder says, "Why do T Ehink it is
called Lhe Internal Economy
Commission?" T should also
him that 4f he had spent Uhe
Fo dao bthe research on this piece
of Jegislation he should have and
hacdl gone aned Tookad at the
Canadian Legislatures raport,
again, Fhe same  one  Ehalb T was
referring to, he would Ffind that
the rule ds bhal these parbticular
minutes or these rules are &
maltar of public recard in
virtually all jurisdictions.

MR. SIMMS:
Not true.

MR. FENWICK:
Yes, 1t 1s true.

MR. SIMMS:
List bhe jurisdictions.

MR. FENWICK:

T will give it ko yon one by one.
The question is being asked in Lthe
comparative, reporting
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relationship, House of Commons,

Seckion (b) - this ds on page 121
or so.
MR. LONG:

Got his homework done again.

Always has his homework done.

MR. FENWICK:

"Proceedings for a preceeding
session are ‘tabled in +the House
within ten days of +the start of
each session. Decisions related
to Committee budgets are tabled
immediately. (D), the minutes of
meeting become public when tabled
in the House."

MR. SIMMS:
Does P.E.I. publish them?

MR. FENWICK:

Mr. Speaker, could I have a bit of
protection here? T will give the
Government House Leader all the
information he requires and T will
do 1t in due time.

-

"The House of Commons cloes. report
the minutes. Newfoundland, not
published now available to
public." Those are the notes they

have on it."

Nova Scokia, at the Etime of Gthis
report did not report ko the
House. Now, Mr. Speaker, Lheir
minutes are a matter of public
record,

MR. LONG:
Hear, hear!

MR. FENWICK:
They have
procedures.
their ways.

changed their
They have mended

MR. SIMMS:
Are they tabled <in the House?

MR. LONG:
Common sense,
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MR. SPEAKER:
Order, pleasel

MR. FENWICK:

"Ontario, published periodically,
available to public within
forty-eight hours of meeting."

MR. SIMMS:
Periodically, yes.

MR. FENWICK:
Qkay, whatever, "Manitolia,
becomes public when tabled {in the

House . Board of Internal Economy
reports to House, must report
annually. " So Manitoba does .

"Alberta, published and available
to the public."

Mr. Speaker, I am not suggesting
Lo you that all the jurisdictions
do, because they do not.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Oh, ohl

MR. FENWICK: .
What T @n saying to you -

MR. SPEAKER:

Order, please!

‘MR. FENWICK:

~— is Ehat now we are getting to
the point where a majority of
lLegislatures 1in Canada do report
and -

MR. SIMMS:
(Inaudible) all these provinces.
Tell us about them,

MR. FENWICK:

"Quebec, all decisions of the
Board af Internal Economy are
tabled in the House, not published
hut is available to public after
tabling it." So Quebec, as well.

Mr. Speaker, what I am saying to
you is there are a growing number
of jurisdictions that feel that it

No. 22 R1153



is absolutely critical to have
this information on the public
record.

We will be moving an amendment to
it and I will read it to you.

MR. SIMMS:
You were wrong when you said
firstly that all -

MR. LONG:
Case closed. Case closed. Point
prouver,

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

MR, STMMS .
Admit you were wrong.

MR, FENWTCK:

Mr. Speaker, the amendment we will
propose on  Lhat T will give the
wording of and I will distribute
some copies as well. Obviously 1k
is not appropriate to introduce it
at Lthis time. [t will be in
Committee stage. It really does
not violate the intention of the
bill because we agree with the
overall thrust of the bill, we
just think it dis & half thrust.
It has not gone far enough to give
us the kind of reforms that should
have occurred.

This one reads: "411 minutes of
the Internal Economy Commission
shall be a matter of public record
and those minutes which are
current and effect shall be tabled
by a  member of the Internal
Economy Commission designated fFor
that task no later than two weeks

after a new session of bthe House,

of Assembly convenas. " This will
be thé motion on public disclosure
of the minutes.

The first one, which I now find a
copy of will add after the words
in this bill here "who sits din
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Opposition of the Government."

Remove the period and dinsert the
words "And when there are two
Opposition caucuses in the House
of Assembly, that the
representation on the Comnission
he from the caucus other than the
Official Opposition." So what we
are saying in that, Mr. Speaker,
is that there will be access to
this particular Committee.

This RCCESSE, by the way, s
ahsolutely critical given the
circumstances that none of this
material 1s published and none of
this di¢ the matter of the public

record, So the question could he
asked by us, how do we know what
the regulations are? The answar
is, we do not. We have no

regulations to look atl.

Mr. Speaker, the whole queskion of
what 1s being addressed din this
piece of legislation 1dis part of a
much greater whole. it has been
pointed out in some of the debate
that has gone back and forth from
the Leader of the OQpposibion (Mr.
Wells) to the government benches,

and it deals wi th the whole
question of how we regulate the
politics of this Province. That

is an important question.

MR. LONG:
It is very important.

MR. FENWICK:

Looking at the expenses revealed
by the Windsor Buchans
by-election, looking at complaints
that, have been aboulk the OffFicial
Opposition's (M, Wells) salary
and his salary supplement, the
fact that the Premier himself does
have a salary supplement From Lhe
PC Party, looking at the fact that
we know nothing aboult where the
money 1is that is generated to ‘run
of the election campaigns in this
Province, looking at all of that
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indicates to me that we have not
heen forthcoming with how e
aperate our husiness.

We do noi: produce annual
statements like bhusinesses do and
we do not produce statemenks and
reports to conventions like trade
unions do. We generally are
completely silent about how our
operations go. Mr. Speaker, thal,
I think, tends to discredit this

whole House and the whole
political system in this

Province.

We have an obligation to tell
people where the money comes from,
because the old expression, 'Me
who pays the piper calls the
tune,' is never more appropriate
than in politics. I want to know
who the people were who donated
the $70, 000 to tLhe Premier's
campaign to hecome Premier back in
1979, I think the legislation
should cover that, although there
is disagreement on that particular
point.

I think that is dimportant because
if you are starting out in
polilics as lLhe premier of a
province or as a leader of the
party, ULhe people who support you
at the wvery Dbeginning are very

dear to you. T4 s  only human
nature that they would be. I

think in the future we should know
who those dear people are, because

we should knou if they get
favoritism or dmproved pieces of
legislation or discretionary

government dgrants or contracts as
a result of that particular
relationship which dis established
at that time.

T am not suggesting our Premier
has done that. I would be wvery
careful about that. Rut what T am
saying to you dis not knowing who
the donors are means Lthat we do
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not know when that particular

situabion 1is.

SIMMS :

MR. SIMMS
Ts bthis legislalion in effeck now
in Manitoba with the NDPs?

MR. FENWICK:

Yes b is. Legislation in the
country on a federal level, as a
result of Lhe N e Democratic
Party's interventions back in the
early 1970s has brought Forward
the political process on a federal
level to such a point that the
federal disclosure legislation 1is
probably the best in the world.

T have, for example, Mr. Speakeaer,
a list of all the contributors -

MR. SIMMS:
You did nok answer my question,

MR. SPEAKER:

Order, please!

MR. FENWICK:
I &am  not  going o answar Lhe
question. I want to make my pointk.

My point, Mpr. Speaker, dis this: 1
have in my files a list of every
single dndividual who contributed
to Ehe Federal P.C. Party -in 1986,

auery single person who
contributed to the Federal Liberal
Party, and every person who
conktributed Lo the Federal New
Democratic Party. If 1 want Lo
know Lf there is influence, I can
look at that 1list. If Craig

Dabbin is on one list, and I am
not saying he is, by the way,
because T cannot recall at this
point, if he is a major
contributor to one party and then
he gets preferential treatment, or
itk looks like preferential
treatment, we can look at that and
see 1F bthere idis & connection. Rut
we do not have that here. We do
not have any idea who has donalted
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to the P.C. Party or the Liberal
Party or to us, although there are
guesses that can be made, Rut
that 1is unfair, because if the
donation did not occur and there
is no relationship, you are
slandering somebody Dbecause you
are trying to guess about it.

I think that it 1s long overdue
that e have Lhe kind ofF
disclosure legislation hecessary
to clean up Lthe entire political
process.

So I am extremely pleased that in
the particular debate on the
Internal FEconomy Commission that
itk has been widened bto a whole
gquestion of ethics.

Finally, Mr. Speaker, I would like
bo o return ko one point  that  the
Leader of the official Opposition
made, and that was that he Lhought
it was - he never sald it was
hypocritical but T think he
assumed 1t was - hypocritical for
me to complain about his $50,000
when I was, at the same time,
saying publicly that I was having
financial difficulties by trying
to maintain the situation that I
have, which 1is entirely true. I
had financial difficulties. T
still have them. I am hoping they
will disappear ‘in - the future with
some changes, but the fact 1is they
are there,

Mr. Speaker, I do not think there
is any particularly good parallel
between khe Lwo. I do not have a

$50,000 supplement, nor, M,
Speaker, if T was offered one

would T accept it from an outside
source bhecause T do not think that
is acceptable. But that is my own
personal concept of the wmorality
of 9t My complaint about the
official Leader of the Opposiltion
has never been that the Liberal
Party does not have Lhe power or
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the legitimate right to do that.
It is the master of dits own home.
Tt can spend its money where it
likes. If it wants to burn 1t in
a bonfire in front of us in the
middle of the floor of this House,
other than burning the carpet, I
guess there is not much wrong with
that. The fact 1is, I complained
that we did not know what the
source was.

Al the same time what I said to
the individuals was that in Nova
Scotia, where a +third party is
recognized in the Legislature,
there is support for the
activities of the leader of the
third party by virtue of that
position. That support is 50 per
cenl. of Lhe salary of the Leader
of the Opposition. I have argued
with the Internal Feconamy
Commission, which I have obviously
not heen successFul wilth, that if
that is appropriate for Nova
Scotia, and it s also the rule in
Ontario and in the House of
Commons, 1F it is appropriate For

those three jurisdictions, it
should he appropriate here. on
that basis I thought that was a
legitimate -request to make. It

has been turned down continuously,
and maybe ~that s because the

Board of Internal Economies has
not had Opposition
representation. But I do not

believe Lhat 4t 18 a parallel
situation, because it 1s not a
situation that T think compares to
the kind of support thakt comes
fFrom dindividuals who essentially
are not known. ;

Mr. Speaker, I would say to you
thalt T  welcome Ehis  particular
piece of legislation. I think
that it s, as I said, half a
loaf. It has gotten us someway
fowards dmproving  the situabtion,
and T hope that the Internal
_Fconomy Commission will Took much
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more realistically at the plight
of P.C. backbenchers, although
they are an endangered species, ak
the plight of Liberal backbenchers
who  are, T helieve, having a
difficult time as well, because
they have told me the sane Lhing,
and at my colleaque from St.
John's Fast and myself, who have,
T think, not really had much
influence on  thak Board din ithe
past, mainly because we have not
had that kind of representation.

Euen if it ends up as two
Liberals, ik s bhetter than what
we had before, I would argue with
you that the only way we will find
out what 1s going on is to put one
of uws on, and that s the reason
that I wmaintained that position
all Lhe way Lhrough bLhe
negotiations. But the fact ds, 1F
it is  two Liberals, 1t certainly
is better than what we had hefore,

On that basis we hope that we will
see  additional benefits for the
members, which will make it easier
for themn to do their job and make
the compensation bhetter to do
Lheilr job, and, therefore, we will
end up with a legislature that can
hetler serve the people of +this
Province, which 1is what we are all
afFter, Thank you wvery much, Mr.
Speaker.,

MR. HEARN:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Education.

MR. HEARN:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker,

Having listened to the final
remarks of the Leader of the NDP
~when he says the only way that we

will find out, and the public will
Find out, what goes on on the
Internal Economy Commission, or, I
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presume, any committee, 1s if they
are represented, looking across at
them T was reminded of Robin Hood
and Little Gene.

MR. LONG:
A point of order, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:

Order, please!

A point of order, the hon. the
member for St. John's FEast. =

MR. LONG:

My point of order, Mr. Speaker, is
for the Minister of Education and
any other hon. members when they
address this Party and they refer
to  us  as Lhe NDP  Party. The
Minister of Education dis one who

should krow bhat that i a
tautology. We are the New

Democratic Party, or we are the
NDP . We are not bthe NDP Party,
and T would hope that Lhe Minister
of Education can sel a good
example For all other hon. members.

MR. SPIEAKER:

Order, please! There 1s no point
of ordar,

The hon. the Minister of FEducation,.:

MR. HEARN:

Thank you, Mr. Speaker,

T apologize to the genbtlemen and
from on I will refer to them as
the NMew Democratic Party.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
The Socialists., The Socialists,

MR. HEARN:

The Now Disappearing Party. I
have heard other Lerminologies,
too, but, Mr. Speaker, we have
more “mportant things to deal with,

When T picked up the piece of
legislation and went over 1it, a
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couple of sections in particular
skuck n my mind.

Saection (2). The Comnission shall
act on all matters of financial
adiministrative policy affecting
the House of Assembly, its offices
and 1ts staff.

I thought back to when I was first
elected and one of the first days
I was in the House of Assembly 1
had the pleasure of riding the
elevator down with the then Leader
of the OQpposition, thrice removed
I believe, a wvery hon. gentleman
who introduced himself and he
said, "You know, in the House of
Assembly we will probably be atk
each other's throats, bhut when we
walk ouk #hrough the doors, it s
you and me against the world."

These words have always stuck with
me, hecause when we zero in on the
Eternal Fconomy Commission, in
particular, Tnkternal Economny
Commission - well, it is eternal
also - we realize khat it affects
us as members and our rights and
privileges, and perhaps how well
we can really operate not only in
Lhe House of Assembly but in our
districts and in the Province.

When I was first induced into
running for a seat, I was told of
all the great benefits that
members had. I am sure bthe newly
elected member for Waterford -
Kenmount undoubtedly has learned
some harsh 1lessons the last few
months.

AN HON. MEMBER:
(Tnaudible) lesson.

MR. HEARN:

Well, T do not Ehink ik matters.
T recall my first couple of years
in a little two-by-four office on
the Fifth floor - it was certainly
o bhetter than anybhing anybody
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else had, and perhaps no worse -
sharding it with a colleague and
trying to entertain delegations,
and $0 on, ard it was just
impossible, entirely impossible to
do so on the salary we received,
and still receive, because 1t has
not changed that much.

A person operating as a private
member spends much of his tine
when the House is not in session
out in  his constituency, doing
everything that the constituents
require, In rural areas, in
particular, you are the person who
has to  deal with many of the
problems, whether they be social
or in relalion . to FesourCe
development, or whatever, and the
costs are borne by the wmember.
You hear people saying, Oh, yes,
you gelt an expense allowance. Rut
I know for a fact that hefore ULhe
year  was halF up Lhe expanse
allowance would bhe used up on your
second Car, because you Iad
destroyed one with the dirt roads,
and Ethe expenses and euverylthing
else,

So, representing a constituency in
Newfoundland, if vou are in it For
the money, certainly wakes you up
once you get into Lhe Job.
Consequently, I suppose, it 1s no
surprise that people look bto ather
ways to better themselves, As T
listened to the New Denocratic
Party Leader talk about the amount
of wmoney we and the Liberal party
spent on the elections, I wondered

if, in  the meagre amount they
purport to have spent, they

Factored in the contribution of
the union personnel who went door

to door, drove around their
candidates, and used their cars,
T A not sure whether these
contributions have heen counted,

Racausa, certainly, it ia a
contribution. Paid employees,
etc. and all of that he assures me

No. 22 .’ R1158



will be factored in, and T would
like to see the details, because I
would think that in certain areas
the amount spent on the election
campaign would he a Tok more than
it dis now.

I spent, perhaps, on the last
campaign more than quite a feaw
members . Rut: looking at a
cdistbrict such as mine, we have
thirty—-seven polls, T believe,
And in meny parls of rural
Newfoundland there bds a tradibtion
Lhat always has been there, and is
st11l there, where you pay the
agents, you pay the drivers, euen
though many of them offered to

voluntaeer. There are always some
people who have always been agents
and drivers, Tt is a standard
thing. And  we carry on  that
tLradition, I am suUre members

Opposite find the same thing. If
you have thirty-seven polls and a
couple of drivers, that drives up
your hill.

Tn large rural areas, the only

way, perhaps, to communicate and.

get and see all your people or

your constituents during the
campa-ign i to call & public
meeting. TF you rent a public

builcding, you musk pay fFor it
and 4if you look at my campaign,
for instance, and T am sure it is
similar to many others on both
sides of the House, Lhe amount of
money spent is strictly in
Felation Fo  the exact election
costs that vyou cannot get away
From. Your wi'll not find anvbhing
there covering the cost of bhooze
or any  other inducements to the
electorate. So, consequaently -

AN HON. MFMBER:
(Inaudible) anolther one.

MR. HEARN:
You will not. I have never used
it, and will not, and the expenses
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will be strictly For agents,
drivers, the hire of hotel and
publicity, and not btoo much of
that, I do not need it.

However, 1in an election campaign,
of course, unless you Tlive in @
very rich area, a lot of it comes
out: of your own pocket and that
cuts into the " meager salary that

you gel, This brings us to The
second recommendation, number 2 on
vhe Following page, page A,

Section 13, which talks about,
after a general eleckion an
independent commission he pulb in
place to look at the salaries and
so on for members. I think that
is  something . khat (s  Tong, Tlong
overdue. We get criticized by the
public, the unknowing sechion of
the public who are really unaware,
perhaps, of what we do get paid,
Because for any member here to go
out and tell somebody you are
getting $23,000 or $24,000 a year
less tftaxes, Lthey would laugh at
you. It is hard to helieve. And

T would not blame LFyem For
laughing, because I did not
hbelieve 1t either. Rut ikt ds
factual, You know, they talk
about your pearks. The only perks

you get is your district allowance
which, as T say, in most cases
does not cover your district
expenses, and that bis it. Accass
to the telephone and so on, that
is just a sarvice your
constituents. So, really what you
are  living on s the  $14,000,
approximately, which you Lake
howe, and [in some cases vyou have
to cut into that.

So, serving Newf oundland as a
member of the House of Assembly,
is not any great shakes .
Consequently, as I say, it is hard
to blame people when they look to
other areas Lo f ind ‘some
remuneration.
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n cerktain parts of the Province,
because of the district work load,
it dis dmpossible to do unless you
have a business that you do not
have to pay any attention to, or
you have a big retirement fund or
something. Then you have no other
choice, you either serve your
conskituents or you leave the job
and 9o on into private business.
Some of our own members have made
that choice, and perhaps there are
others. We look at our future and
our families and so on and ask
ourselues, maybe, why we are in
it. If we want to henefit
ourselves and those around us,
certainly it is not the place to
bhe.

That brings us to the point of
gsalaries. We have had the major
portion of the debate on Lhis bill
taken up in relation to the salary
supplements paid to the lLeader of
the QOpposition and to our own
leader, 1Lhe Premier, There s a
Tittle bit of a difference. As to
the Premier, 11 has always been

k nown Lhat e receiveas a
supplement fron the party. The

coffers of our party, T suppose we
would always -like to have them in
better shape, but they have never
been empty. - There have always
been a Few dollars around. It has
been made quite clear that the
leader receives a supplement for
his work as leader of the party of
$500 é month, which is A
significant amount to help out to
defray party expenses, etc. T do
not think 4t dis Fair to compare
the supplement to the salary of
the Premier to that received by
the lLeader of the Opposition. We
are not comparing apples and
apples. Tf we are, we are
comparing the little crab apple to
Fhe big MacTntosh apple.

Tt goes a Jlob Further than that,
and gentlemen opposite know this

L1160 April 22, 1988 Vol XL

bhecause SOme of tham have
expressed concern themselves.
NMow, bthe problemn dis that we have
here a salary that is being paid
by, @as the  leader SAY G, the
Liberal Party.

MR. LUSH:
(Tnaudible). .

SOME HON., MEMBERS:

Hear, hear!

MR. HEARWN:

That was a good quip From the very
silent, quiet, sad-looking member
for Bonaviskta North. I can bake a
joke . Like the old saying, 'He
got me. T have bheen had.' Now, I
have been had, but I cannot be
bought .

SOME HON. MEMBERS:

Hear, hear!

MR. HEARN:

The Leacer of the Opposition
receives $50, 000 a  year as a
stipplament . From whom? He says

Liberal Party and we
The Toronto

fram the
accept that in part,

. Sun  cerktainly  had all kinds of

different interpretations put upon
whete he receiveaes the salary
from, The President of his own
party says they do not pay it,
they do not have any money. There
are too many inconsistencies.
Now, the hon. gentleman today
tried to clarify Lhese points. I
hope for his own sake that he
does, and I hope For Lthe sake of
politics generally in the Province
Lhat he makes il so c¢lear Uthat
there 1is absolutely no dispute.
Recause the biggest issue outside
the House af Assembly, forget
aboulk Sprung, or Come By Chance,
or anything else, which are issues
which are now becoming non-issues,
the biggest dssue that will be
brought  up  regardless of  party
affiliation is, What do you thuink
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of the salary that the Leader of
the Liberal Party 1is getting?
The second guestion 1is, who do you
think Ls paying it? That s an
extremely important question for
the sake ofF ¢clean-cut, ¢lear
politics in the Province.

We have  $50,000 which is not
coming from the party according to
the President, but is coming from

Lhe parky according ko Lhe
Leader. Now, somewhere along the
Tline they have Lheir lines

crossed. TF it 1is coming from the
party, is it coming directly From

the general coffers? I have no
argument al. all wikth bthe $50,000,
absolutely none. As T mentioned

earlier, [ have been through it
and T know the sacrifice that a
memher has ko make Lo himselF and
to his family to run here, to
ofFer himself as a candidate, The
Leader Loday mentioned that it is
more than an eight hour Fjob. T
have absolutely no doubt it dis.
To me it is a sixteen or eighteen
hour job, and then there are many
things that are still have lefl
undone .

I represent the district
represented by bthe now member for
Twillingate, when he was Minister
of Fisheries, and he knows what
the district is 1like, how big and
how rural it is. The First year T
was in I took a time frame of
several months,  Tisted Ehe hours
T gpent on the road attending
meetings and gekling back home

late, and T Ehen checked my
salary. T was getbing {the great

pay of $2.19 wan hour, T would
think there are other people -in
this House whose salary on an
hourly basis would be very close
to that; $2.19 an hour you pay
someona Lo represent you, Now, we
are supposed, in the view of the
general public out there, to be
the well-off, highfalutin people.
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Khen you are bringing home, as I
said earlier, $12,000 or ¢$14,000 a
year to feed a family of three or
four, paerhaps, or mayhe even more,
you are not very highfalutin.
Consequently, T have no arqument
with the supplement received by

Lhe hon. genkleman, The concern I
have,  however, is, as he is

aspiring to become Premier and, of
course, a lot of members over

there haye aspiraed to hecome
Premier and perhaps we have people
ovear here aspiring Lo bhecome

Prémier, I not heing one of Lthem,
but +F Gt euer happened bhat such
an hon. gentleman, regardles of
sicde, was automatically elected as
Premier of +this Province and was
receiving or had been receiving a

S

supplement From guestionable
areas, and T say gquestionable

because 1t certainly has nolt been
¢larified Lo this point, and T
hope it will, there is one thing
that - will always concern me. i
that money came from supporters of
the Liberal Party, part of the
general public, a small perceritage
out there, 4f it had heen raised
by means of a a door-to-door
collection, a bhotkle drive,
raffling a hen, it would not
matter ko me. Rut the problem s
the money dis not coming from any
of  these sources, Ehe money is
coming, as has been rumoured and
many people say they can prove Lhe
fact, Ffrom a handful of magnates
who are  channelling  Lheir money
through the Liberal Party so that
Fhey can  get tax  credits, which
means we are all contributing, as
T said yeslerday.

and T said "magnates' [P R e
Maybe magnets might be a better
word, because a magnet takes hold
of you, And if somebody is payving
your salary, 1f somebody is paying
a large amount of money to pubt you
in  power, surely it 1s not that
nobody else could take the job, or
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that they just wanted to
conbkribute Lo one, Ehey had a
personal concern Jin that. TF T am
going ko pul a Tot of money behind
one person, consequently I would
feel thall L own thal. person, bthat
that person owes me something.

The gentleman went half way. I
praesthne he is going to go all the
way, or he will clear that what he
said Ehis morning s Factual,
abovebhoard and completely true.
Then Lthe dssue should be dead.
You should never hear of it
again. But until he completely
comes clean and lays the facts on
the table, kthe major concern will
he there that the hon. gentleman
is in the pockets of a Few, and

that for the Province of
Newfoundland, or any province,

could bhe detrimental. I am sure
Lhat nobody on this side or that
side would want to see the Leader
of the Province controllaed by a
few people, perhaps for their own
benefilt down the -road, Mhat s
extremely dangerous.

I presume, for the sake of the
House of Assembly and for all the
members in it, and for the
Province, that +this dssne will be
clarified completely and
unequivocally, so that when you go
out there people will say to you,
you know, the hon. gentleman is
getting a $50,000 salary. He
deserves it, He neewds it. T do
not argue with that. :

MR. FENWTICK:
(Inaudible) my concern,

MR. HEARN:
We all could use it, and we still
would not be rolling in riches.

I respect what he said that he had
to cut back on his life style. He
Teft a Tucrakive business and
consequently divorced himself_from
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a number of avenues where he could
enrich himself and his Family, Lo
do what? To offer himself for
pithlic 1ife, Sometimes, perhaps,
we aslk why? For the ridicule and
so on that comes wibkh -t Anyhody
who offers himself for public life
in this Prowince For what is in it
financially or any other way, 1s
showing that he or she is willing
to contribute some of his or her
efforts for bthe betterment of the
Province. You can have no other
reasan,

SOMEE HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. HEARN:

I have the deepest admiration for
anybody who is involued in
politics. It wouwld be detrimental
to the people who are involued in
such a field to feel Ethalbt somebody
can be manipulated. But, as 1
say, hopefully before bhis debate
on this bh1ll ends we will all be
able +o stand up and say to the

hon . gentleman, 'Yes, we know
NG, We acceplt  your explanaliaon
without any problem and,

consequently, in  our discussions
outside and we can say, Do not let
me  hear anything else about this.
We know where that money 1is coming
From, He s not heing bought, he

is receiving a clean-cut
supplement which he deserves and

which he heeds, and he Gan
continue to do his work as Leader
of the Opposition withouthaving to
worry about bheing in  somehody's
pocket.

In relation to the bill dtself, we

support it It is long overdue,
because a number of members have
gone Ehrough Ehis House Lof
Assembly with wvery, wvery litltle
remuneration. We Lallked

yesterday, when we had the people
in from Lhe Canadian lLegion, aboutl
paying the Supreme Sacrifice. 1
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do not know but we all should get
decorated, toao, For paying the
supreme sacrifice. I hope and I
tLhink, in fack, the wmajority of
the people out there do appreciate
the work the members do -in the
House of Assembly. I think they

do. But, Mr Speakear, ik s
unfortunate that the only time
anyhody gets any publicity,

regardless of who he or she 1s or
of what political stripe, it s
usually on the negative side of
things .

Consequently T, as T say, support
the bill and will Jook fForward Lo
discnssing it later, especially in
relation to the amendments that
will be put  forward by bthe Now
NDemocratic Party. '

MR. STIMMONS:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Fortune -
Hermitage has aboubt one minute,

MR. SIMMONS:

Mr . Speaker, if 4t suits the
purpose of all concerned, T would
“move the adjournment of the debate.

MR. SPEAKER:

The debate is adjourned by the
hon . the member for Fortune -
Hermitage.

The hon., Lhe President of the

Council.

MR. STMMS.

Mr. Speaker, just bhefore wae move
the molion to adjourn, T inform
o, wembers now of bthe Fstimales

schedul e For next weelk as
determined by the Conni tbeas

themselves, Lo the best of my
knowledyge .

Monday, of course, Uthe House will
not be sitting because Monday is a
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holiday, St. George's Day .
Tuesday morning, the Resource

Estimates Committee will continue
dealing wikh the estimates of Uthe
Department of Fisheries. Tuesday
night, at severn thirty, the
Government Services Committee will
deal with Lthe estimates of the
Department of Consumer Affairs and
Communicabtions. Wednesday evening
- of course there 1is no meeting
Wednesday morning, i keap
reminding members - the Social
Services Fsitimales Commnikbee will
deal with the estimates of Lhe
Department. of JTonstice. Mursday
morning, at nine-thirty, the
Government Services Committee will
deal with the eslimates of the
NDeparktment of Municipal Affairs,
Thursday night the Resource
Fetimabes Comnittee will deal wilkh
the estimates of Lhe Departmenl of
NDevelopment  and rourism, mayhe .
These are all subject Lo the
compittees thenselves, 1 suppode,
wanting to carry on with one of
Lhe aforementionead. Fverybacdy
understands that, so I do not need
o go into a lot of detail.

For the information of hon.
members with respect to the
business of the House néxt week -
the Opposition House Leader might
wish to know this. He will be
asking me this now  Monday or
Tuesday. This Qs ©Lhe business of
the House for next week:

Again, Monday will be a holiday.
Miescday we will bhe hack inko bthe
budget debate. Wednescay, of
course, .we are Jooking forward to
a great debate on the Private
Mambers' wmolion brought Forth by
the member for Naskaupi, I believe
it ods, on Freedom of Tnformation.

I am Jooking forward to that
one . Thursday i will he
continuing with Jlegislation, and
Friday s not  quite determined

vet . It could be Meech Lake. It
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could be an election. It could be
Hibernia. Tt could be anykthing.
Tt could be the railway, all those
Lhings menkioned in The Evening
Telegram yesterday evening.

Mr. Speaker, T move that the House
do  now adjourn until tomorrow,
Tuesday, at three of Lhe clock and
Ehat this Houwse do now adjourn.

Oon motion, the House at its rising

adjourned until Ekomorrow, Tuesday,
al 3:00 p.m.
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