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The House met at 3:00 p.m.

MR. SPEAKER (McNicholas):
Order, please!

Statements by Ministers

MR. BLANCHARD:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Labour.

MR. BILANCHARD:

Mr . Speaker, I would like to
highlight for this hon. House and
for public attention that
government has proclaimed tLoday,
April 28, 1988 as a Day of
Mourning in recognitjion of workaers
killed, injured or disabled in the
workplace.

[For Lhe past two years, the

Canadian Lahour Congress has
observed A Day of Mourning
throughout Canada to draw

akbtention to the sacrifice which
many of our workers have to pay in
earning a 1living for themselves
and their families. As Minister
with responsibility for
occupational health and safety, I
am pleased to support that effort
to help ensure that effective
measures are put in place to
alleviate such suffering.

We are very conscious that
effective occupational health and

safety standards should be in
place nobt only to prevent such
tragic loss of life and
disability, but  also Lo  ensure
that Fainr and equitable

compensat ion programmes exislt Lo
protect workers and their families
where such tragedies do occur,

Our occupabional health and safely
legislation contains Lhree
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important provisions designed Lo
assist workers in preventing
injury and disease on the job:

First, the right of workers to
refuse to work “in unsafe places;
second, the right to be informed
of existing or potential job
hazards:; and thirdly, the right to
participatbe on joint workplace
health and safety committees.

These provisions provide &
significant deterrent to  unsafe
and unhealthy working conditions.

Mr. Speaker, I bring this to the
attention of all hon. members to
encourage them +to focus on the
workars and Lheir families who
have suffered From workplace
accidants and o highlight  the
efforts by government, workers and
employers ko reduce Lhese
unfortunate occurrences,

MR. WELLS:

Mr. Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. the Leader of the

Opposition.

MR. WELLS:

Mr. Speaker, I rise to commend the
minister and the government for
taking this action. It is
obviously a very sensible course
to follow and will, I am sure, as
the minister says, have the effect
of keeping before all of us who
are cancaerned about this matler
the prablems of unsafe working
conditions and hazardous
conditions in the workplace.

I noticed, I bhelieve 1t was 1in

The Evening Telegram of
yesterday, that there were some

Lwenty-—foui people killec in
Newfoundland Jlast year, That 1s
bwo  workers a month, In these

circumstances, M, Speaker, ate
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bhehooves all of us to pay a great
deal moraea attention Lo safe
working conditions in the
workplace, particularly when you
look at kind of occupations many
of  our people engage in; people
who served on facilities such as
tthe Ocean Ranger and who work
daily oYy fishing vessels, who
place themselues abt greal risk, as
well as people who go down in
mines, like the St. lLawrence
mines, and we ought to pay a great
deal of altention to thal now.
Again, Mr. Speaker, T commend the
minister and the government for
their action.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. LONG:
Mr. Speaker.,

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for St. John's
FEast.

MR, 1LLONG:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker,

Tt dis hard to agree with Lhe
Leader of the Official Opposition
(Mr. Wells) that the Minister of
Labour (Mr. Blanchard) should be
comnended . In fact, 1 would Jike
to say that T believe the minister

and Lhe govarnmanl should b
ashamed of themselves for not
participaling in Lhe memorial

ceremony today. I was outside in
the cool air at 12:00 o'clock.
The Mavor of the city was there,
Al denominations werae
represented. There were something
in the order of tulenty-five
community organizations, relatives
of people who went down on Lthe
Ocean Ranger, numerous trade
union groups, and this party and
the Liberal Opposition, who all
placed wreaths at the foot of the
Ocean Ranger Memorial. There was
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no one there from - government to
say a few words,

Mr. Speaker, a year ago today I
stood in this House and asked the
Minislar of Labour why the
government was not present at the
of ficial ceremonies to commemorate
the Day of Mourning. The minister
saicd thab he did not have adequate
notice, but would be looking
forward Lo comnemorating the day
next year, which he has done today
by his proclamation. But it s
important +that the government be
front and cenktre to lay & wreath
on hehalf of the people of this
Province at the Memorial and to
play an active, visible part in
recognizing the Day of Mourning.
I am ashamed to say, Mr. Speaker,
Lhat government were not visible
today, and they should apologize
to the organizers of the event and
to all those who participated.

MR. BLANCHARD:
Mr. Speaker, on a point of order.

MR. SPEAKER:
A point of order, the hon. the
Minislter of Labour.

MR. BLANCHARD:

Mr. Speaker, the hon. member saems
Lo bhe implying that we had been
of ficially notified or something
on this side of bLhe House about
the ceremony today. I have never,
Tast year or this year, beean
officially informed that there was
going to he a service btoday on the
grounds of the building.

MR. MITCHELL.:
Who organized the ceremnony, the
Canadian -

MR. LONG:
To that point of
Speaker,

order, M,

MR. SPEAKER:
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To the point of order, the hon,
the memher For Sk, John's Easl.

MR, LONG:
Indeed, M™Mr. Speaker, I wonder if
the minister wmight fdin  his own
defence say that. There has been

publicity for numerous days. 1
checkead with officials who
organized the evant and the

government was indeed invited.
The people who organized it do not
understand why government was not
there. It 4is not good enough.

SOME HON. MEMRBERS:
Oh, oh!

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, pleasel

There is no point of order.

MR. RIDEOUT:
Mr . Speaker.

MR, SPIEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Fisheries.

SOME HON. MEMRBERS:
Hear, heapr!

MR. RIDEOUT:

Mr. Speaker, 1t gives me great
pleasure to provide an update to
this hon. house with respect to
government's dinvolvement with loan
guarantees as they relate to fish
processing companies.

In the past several weeks we have

extendead and provided new
guarantees on bhehalf of ten
companies totalling approximately
$3 million. This assistance has
impacled very positively on

approximately 1200 jobs, Mr .
Speaker

PREMTIEER PFECKFORD:

Did you get Cabinet approval for
Fhal? What about kthe cucumbers?
You could not have gotten Cabinet

L1277 April 28, 1988 Vol Xl

approval for it.

MR, RIDEOUT:

—  theraby enabling cemployees of
Ehe companies affected to have
meaningfrul and mii¢ needead
employment during the caming
fishing season, To he specific,
Mr Speaker, we have provided

assistance o) the Following
companies:
1, - Torngat Fish Producers
Co-operaltive Society Limited ~
$750, 000.

This gquarantee 1is to enable the
Co~op to operate its Rigolet
facility as well as the newly
leased fish plant ak Makkovik and
the feeder plants at Hopedale and
Postuille. This assisbance will
directly benefit approximately 150
plant: woirkers;

PREMIER PECKFORD:

They aire going fishing, T duess,
in a hydroponic facility in
Rigolel.

MR. RIDEOQOUT:

2, Aqua Fisheries Limited of
Aquaforte Governnent recently
extended this company's guarantee
of $150,000 for a further period
and our continued involvement
means that 100 plant workars
should continue to have employment
Ehis Summer.

3. S$.T. Jones and Son Limited -
As most hon. members of this House
are aware, I would suspect, this
company 1s the only industry on
the island community of Little Bay
[slands, 1in the historic district
of Green Bay.

In recognition of this and tao
assisl the company Lo access an
adequate operating Tine,
govermment has recenlly appraoved
an increase in this company s
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guarantee from $250,000 to

$550,000.

MR. STMMONS:
Who owns the company, Mr. Sprung?

MR. RIDEOUT:
Mr. Jim Mahon.

M Speaker, government's
sensikivily Lo lhis comnunilby's
needs should provide 130 workers
with employment opportunilies this
Summer,

4. Northeast Coast Sealers
Co-operative Sociely - which T
mentioned vyesterday. Mr. Speaker,
T have presented Lo this House now
on several different occasions,
government's position with respect
to the revitalization of the land
based seal hunt. While we have
staked out our position, we have
also backed up our rhetoric with
solid financial assistance. Far
the 1988 season, government has
extended the Co-op's two existing
guarantees of $200, 000 and
$500, 000, respectively.
Furthermore, we have approved an
additional $175,000 loan guarantee
Lo meet peak operalting
requirements during the seal
harvest, which ¢ now ongoing, To
further assist the Co-op in 1its
efforlts, my departiment has beaen
authorized to provide +the Co-op
wi bh a $35,000 grantl Lo help
defray interest costs on the
Co-op's operaling Tline.

This assistance, M. Speaker, will
he of great benefit to the 360
Co-op members along the Northeast
Coast as well as approximately 8
plant workers at the Co-op's plank
at Fleur de lLys, 1in *the ¢great,
historic district of BRay Verte
White Bay, Mr. Speaker,

5. Island Seafoods Limited of
Change Islands - Government has
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approved an extension to this
company's $250,000 guarantes for a
further period, therehy enabling
the company to continue accessing
an adequate line of credit which
is  of crucial dmportance Lo the
250 people who work at this plant,
Mr, Speaker.

PREMIER PECKFORD:
No they have any markebts, T wonder?

MR. .RIDEOUT:

6. Eastern Qcean Products
Limited, lLewisporte districkt -~ Mr,
Speaker, this company is

continuing -its eafforts to break
into the secondary processing
markels with a view to undertaking
a profitable operation.

PREMIER PECKFQORD:
Where s their market Ffeasibility
study?

MR. RIDEQUT:

Roth government and the company
shareholders were aware thalt Lhis
would he a long arnd arduous
process. Nevertheless, the
company principals  have made &
major financial commitment Lo this
operation and T am pleased to

advise the House today Lhal
govermnent has extended this
company's %$75,000 guarantee for a

Furkher period. This should
enable the company to maintain dits
current level of enployment which
has seen an average of 10 people
on staff ak that operation, Mr.
Speaker.

7. Arig Bay Fisheries, in  the
historic districlk of Si. Rarhe -
Government has approved a
guaranhbeae of $150, 000, Mr .
Speaker, a brand new guarantee on
behalfF of this company to enable
it to continue processing
operations at 1ts Brig BRay Plant,
This operation Wwa s completely
upgraded by  the company in 1986
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and is now one of the largest and
most modern processing operations
on the Pirovince s Northaern
Peninsula. Government's
inmilbdative  wibh  respect  to  bhis
operation will no doubt benefit
the 160 plant workers who work at
that facility at peak.

T know, Mr. Speaker, we have Lthe
enthusiastic support of -the hon.
gentleman from St. Rarhbe (Mr,
Furey) for this particular loan
guarantee.

8. Port au Port Seafoods,
Piccadilly - This fresh fish

operation is located on the Port
au Port Peninsula, an area of high
unemployment: . In recognition of
the approximately 80 processing
jobs that this operation susbtains,

government has approved a
guaranteea to his company of
$150, 000, Mr . Speaker. This

shoenld enable Lhe comnpany Lo carry

o meaningful operations during
1988 and beyond.
9. Birads haw Cove Fishaerias

Limited - this company operates
Lhe fFigh plant at Jersayside,
Placentia BRay, employing some 80

plant workers.

PREMILER PECKFORD:
How many Sprung dgreenhouses do we
have, anyway?

MR. RIDEOQUT:

In order Lo assist the company to
obtain an adequate operalking line,
government has approved a loan

guarantee of $200,000. This
should permit the company to

continue with 1its operations at
Jerseyside and continue providing

operalaos a [Fish plant al
Stephenville on virtually a year
round  basis  employing some 200
plant workers at peak production,
To assist Lhig company to conbirnue
with 1its operations, governmeant

recently axbtendad the $300, 000
guarantee +that we have in place
and approved an additional

guarantee of $200,000. So we now
have $500,000 involued with this
particular company in
Stephenville, sustaining 200 jobs
in +the district of Stephenville
that the hon. gentleman is very
supportive of, I have no doubt.

Mr Speaker, apart from the
assistance I have announced today,
a number of olher fish processing
companies are currently in receipt
of government loan guarantees For
working capital purposes. These
include Lhe Following: White's
Fisheries Limited, SE Barhe
district $200,000; Northern Dane
Bay Fisheries - $2,000,000;
Tehihus Sea Products, Glovertown I
helieve it ds -  $200,000; anc
Atlantic OQcean Farms din EZxploils

district - $270,000. In  Ltotal,
Lhese operations sustain

approximately 700 jobs.

Mr. Speaker, the new guarantees,
the axtbended guarantees that T
have announced here today amount
to  $5.6 million sustaining, in
total, 1,900 jobs in rural
Newfoundland.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:

much needed employmenl o tha
local area.

10, Supaerior Seafoods Limited in
the historic districtl of
Stephenvilla - This company
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Hear, hear!

PREMIER PECKFORD:
T have lost control of the purse
strings. I will have to resign,

MR. RIDEOUT:
Mr. Speaker, I have stated and the
govaernment has stalaed -

MR. HISCOCK:
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Mr. Speaker, a point of order.

PREMIER PECKFORD:
Whoop~dee-doo!

MR. RIDEOQUT:

Mr. Speaker, we have one out to
the Labrador Union Shrimp Company,
too. T missed il.

PREMLER PECKFORD:
Oh, my God! Tell us about that.

MR. SPEAKER:
A point of order, Lhe hon. bthe
member fFor Fagle River.

MR. HISCOCK:

The Minister of Fisheries
announced $15%0,000 Foir Brig Bay
Fisheries. Brig Bay Fisheries
owes Lo people in Pinware,
fFishermen and plant workers,

$30, 000, Ts that cowming oulb of
that $150,0007

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

There 1s no point of order. The
hon. the Minister of Fisheries.

MR. RIDEQUT:

T will be delighted to answer that
quaestion at the appropriate poink
on the Order Paper. If the hon.
~gentleman wishes to pose cil, I
have the answer ready for him.

MR. WINDSOR:
Good for you.

PREMIER PECKFORD:
You know your Standing Orders,

MR. RTDEQUT:

Mr. Speaker, T have stated and the
government has stated, +time and
again bthat the fishery s both LULhe
hackbone of rural Newfoundland and
the economic mainstay of some 300

rural communities. We have
recognized our responsibility in
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this regard, Mr. Speaker, and the
assistance to fish processors that
T have announced today clearly
demonstrates our commitment to
having a well balanced and vibrant

processing sector. This
assistance compliments other

assistance that we have recently
announced with respect to olbher
fishery sectors. Hopefully, Mr.
Speakeir, the 19288 season will see
a degree of success, such that
many  of the companies presently
with loan guarantees will bhe able
to operalke on ‘internally generatead
funds .

T sincerely look forward to the
day when these and wmany other

companies can operate
independently of government

Howeuer, until Lhal
Speaker, this

assisltance.
day arrives, M,
governmenl remains Firmly
committed ko take whatever
measures Aare necessary to support
these local fish companies ko
carry out their operations and
provide many badly needed
amployment opportunities for local
residents.

SOME HON, MEMBERS:

Hear, hear!

MR. W. CARTER:
M. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The haon. the
Twillingate.

member For

M. Speaker, I am sure my
colleagnes on  bthis side of Lhe
House will join with me this
aftoernoon in welcoming Lhis
announcement . We have one regret,
howeuver, T think the Premier has
been having a bit of fun with the
minister's stakement. I recall he

said there, "How  many Sprung
greenhouses do we have?! T
No., 25 R1280



suggest  to  himn, Mpe.
have one too many.

Speakaer, we

Racausae, Mi~ . Gpeakar, i F Lhis
statement does anything - and T
welcome b - il proves just how
inaduiasable the government dis to
gel dinuvolued 1in Sprung. We have
it here Ffrom the minister's own
sbatemaent . They have an

expenditure here, or at least
guarantees, of $5.6 million with
which they have provided 1900 jobs.

Now, Mr. Speaker, if you were to
look at the amount that they have
committed to Sprung, the same
amount of money put into the
fisheries would have provided
close to 6000 jobs.

PREMIER PECKFORD:
We put $20 million inte Marystown
Shipyard, ancd  $29 million into
Raie Verte Mines.

MR. W. CARTER:

Tf the Premier and his Cabinet had
taken the money thak they have now
invested din Sprung, Newfoundland,
today, would bhe probably 6000 jobs
hetter off.

Mr . Speaker, I anm sure my
colleague From 3. Barbe welcomas
the announcement today on Brig Bay
Fisheries. T am glad thae minister
has given him ample recognition
for Lhe tremendous effort he puat
into getting that facility
started. I am sure the people of
Brig Bay, in St. Barbe district,
will appreciate what he did.

Mr . Speaker, I think this
statement today, of course, proves
that fish ds the future in this
Province, not cucumbers.

SOME HON, MEMBERS:
Oh, oh!

MR. W. CARTER:
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M.  Speaker, may I have silence.
It is¢ difficult to speak.

PREMTER PECKFORD:
1 am sorry. It is my fault.

MR. W. CARTER:

Mr. Speaker, all we can say s
that 1t 1is regretable +that the
govermienl: has not done mnore. I
bhelieve that more can be done, for
example, with respechk to secondary
processing. I believe that we are
exporting too many jobs to other

prouvinces and to the United
States, Certainly I think there
is ample opportunity in the

Province where we can get further
involved 1in secondary processing.
We have too mu¢h fish being
shipped out in its raw state while
Newfoundlanders are going bhegging,
looking for jobs.

PREMIER PECKFORD:
(Tnaudible) Mi
called +in Loday?

Turnaenr when he

MR. SPEAKER:

Order, please!l

MR. W. CARTER:

Mr . Spaaker, T do not know what ‘s
wrong . They must have all been to
a Juncheon somewherae, I
understand the Premier was in
Mount Pearl. Maybe he Look most
of his colleagues with him. The
way they are talking, obuiously
they had more than -

AN HON. MEMBER:
We are just excited about Sprung.

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, pleasel

MR. W. CARTER:

Mr., Speaker, I do not know what
all the excitement is about. This
is a good announcement ., We
welcome il We are saying that
the minister should make more such
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announcements. We are only sorry,

by Lhe way, that he s not
announcing, today, $10 million in
gquaranteas Lo fish processing

companies. We are only sorry that
Lhe government has spent so much
money on the Sprung facility. 1
know this is a very sore spot for
the Premier and his ministers, but
again I repeat, 1if the money that
is now committed to Sprung were
used in the processing of fish,
then we would probably have 6000
or 7000 jobs.

Mr. Speaker, as T said, we do
appreciate the statement. We
welcome it and we Jook Forward lo
the minister bringing in many more
such statements in the fulbure.

SOME. HON, MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. FENWICK:
Mr. Speaker.

MR, SPEAKER:
e hon. the member for Menihek.

PREMIER PECKFQORD:
Here 1s Howard Pawley coming now.

MR. LONG:
What are you on today?

MR. FENWTCK:

It beats being Richard Hatfield,
which -1s probably your fate Lo
come .

MR. LONG:

Right  an! Well said
Well caid.

MR. MFNWICK:

Ard i A not talking abhont:
crlinal conuvictions, T am talking
abont elecloral success.

M, Speaker, ©hose are guaranbaecd
loans . I think -1t dis dmportant to
recognize that Lhe credit of the
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Province is bheing extended to
these companies. I think e
should ask some serious questions
about this, because we know that
with Easteel, for example,
guaranteed loans are now getting
us into hock to the tune of $3
million or $4 million, depending
on which accounts and how much s
settled,

Also, you would notice that
several weeks ago in this House
the Ministaer of Finance (Mr,

Windsor), I bhelieve, tabled the
resulls of three other guaranteed
loans that were made [y this
Province that wenl  bad, one  of

them being Trouty Seafood, I
helinueae, another one heing a
hardwood company in Central
NewfoundTand, and another

indivicdual fishermen.

When T say that, it dis by way of

saying that these particular
companies, Mr. Speaker, are not
the strongest and Ehe most
vibrant. Otherwise, they would

not need Joan guarantees. What
they would have 1is credit ab the
hank and they would be able to
finance their expansion based on
share capital and Jloans and <o
on. What we have here is a list
of operations that, by definition,
need help from the government.

Mr. Speaker, a number of them, I
think, are adequate and a number

of them are reasonable. When we
are Jlooking at expanding the seal
Fishary, when we are Jooking at

using more of the produclk, T think
it is reasonable to pul a Job of
money dinto an operation like that
bocaunse it has a hard row to hoe,
it has a lot of work to do.

But, M, Speaker, there is a

funb ey ofF grants in here [
seriously gquestion, Given theat

last year  woe had Lhe  highest

No. 25 R1282



prices for fish in our history, if
these fFish companies Were not
making money Jast  year  then we
have +to start asking some very
sarious gquesltions  aboul whethaor
they are economically viable?

Unfortunately, Mr. Speaker, in the
Fairm  that  we have haerao, it s
difficult to get detailed answers
aboult some of these opaerations.
But looking at them, Mr., Speaker,

AguUA Fisherics Limited, for
example - government recently
extended this company's guarantee,
no indication that there WA S
severe reasons for ib. And why

are they requiring the extension
of it if it just means operating
for another year. Are they
actually viable operations, or
are we just keeping them going
from day to day? We do not have
the information for that, M.
Speaker, and I do not suggest thal
this government will give it.

RBut T think it is dwportant Lo
realize that we have a provincial
delt of akbout $5 milTion,
including these guarantees, We
pick up the can 1if these things
fall down, And I would really
Jikae in the whole exercise a lot
more dnformation in terms of why
we are doing this. Some of t:hewn T
can approve of, others, I think,
there is a serious guastion {to be
asked, given Lhe great condilbions
we had last year, as to whether or
not they are worlh continuing on
with? Thank vyou wvery much, Mr.
Speaker.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. BLANCHARD:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Labour.
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SOME _HON, MEMBERS:

Hear, hear!

MR. BLANCHARD:

M. Speakaer, before 1 begin my
second statement, I would like to
of Far &  point  of  clarification
more particularly For our
socialist hon . mnenkber for Gt
John's East (Mr. Long).

The service this morning on Lhe
grounds of Confederation Buillding
was organhized, I understand, Dby
the St. John's and Dishktrict Trades

and Labour Council. I want to
categorically state that my office
was not contacted, nor the

Premier's office, T understand
from the rest of my colleagues,
nobody has received any official
notification or invitation.

R. SIMMS:

You are wrong, Yladimir, again.

MR. BLANCHARD:
So  jusl a point of clarification,
Mr. Speaker. Thank you.

PREMIER PECKFORD:
Re surae of whalt you are saying the
next time, Mikhail.

MR. BLANCHARD:

M. Speakaer, ouvar the past several
days, I guess, since Uthe Sunday,
April 24, edition of The Sunday
Express, thore has hean
considerable attention focused on
Fhe 1ssue of hygiene at mine sites
in the Province. This dssue was
ratsed as Lhe result of an
internal wmemo din my department
written by the Chief Inspector of
Mines to the Ascsistant Deputy
Minister responsible for
occupational health and safety.
The maemo indicated concern as to
the hygiene situation at a number

of mining operakions in e
Province . While the Chief
Tnspector has wirk b lban &l memao
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respecting the hygiens at various
mining operations, 1t 1s unusual
because the respons ibility and
experiise for hygiene inspections
rest with the Hygiene Division of
the Department.

Really, the Chief Mines
Inspector's real title is the
Manager of Mines Inspection and he
is responsible for the physical
inspections of mines, not for any
dust or radiation monitoring. He

is a mines engineer. We have
professional industrial hygienists
iLn the department who ara

responsible for that.

T would Jike to report to the

House Ehed a haorough
dinvestigation has been made as to
[he sobskance of  thalb  maemo. Ny

you nay he aware, established
mining operations -in the Province
are required to monitor and sample
Lheir workplace environmaenlal
conditions. The results of Lthese
samples are reported to Lhe Joint
Occupational Health and Safetly
Committees &and copies forwarded to
the Mines Inspectorate of the
Department of Labour. The
Inspectorate, 1in conjunction with
the hygienist assigned to the
mines, audits the results and has
the authority to require
additional sampling, if it is
determined to be necessary.

[ would like also to emphasize
that the composition of +the joint
occupational Healih and Safety
Committee 1is comprised of actual
representatives of the workaers and
employers. There ig Query
opportunilty for the concerns of
either of the two groups to be
raised at: commitiea meelings

Minutes of these meatings are

submitted o the Ocecupat jional
Health and Safety Division of the

Deparbment: ofF Labour i AT
carefully monitored by staff in
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that Division.

Me hygiene situation regarding
those operations iddentified in the
ahove referenced memorandum, is as
follows:

In Labrador West: Sampling of

dust and gases as necessary
throughout its operation ig

conducted Jjointly by a union and
management committee at Scully
Mines and the Iron Ore Company of
Canada. The resulbts are reported
to their respective workplace
Safeky and Health Comnittees and
to the Mines Inspectorate each
month. [he need ko pertorm
additional sampling has not bheen
identified Lo date by either party
concerned.

At ERCO, Mr. Speaker: Sampling of
dust., phosphoric acid, Fluorine,
and sulphur dioxide 1s conducted
hy company safely officials and
the results are reported to the
morkplace Safetly and Heal kh

Committee, These reporls are
regularly andited hy our
inspectors, There has heen no
tdentified neec fFor additional

sampling after audit by our
inspectors.

At Baile Verte Mines TInc.: Dust
levels are sampled lry

representatives of  both company
and union, and independent fibre
samplings are Faken by the
Occupational Health and Safety
Division. Readings are audited by
Lhe joint Health and Safety
Comnittesa, Again, btherae has not
heen any particular, or out off
the ordinary, problemn ddentified.

In addition, il tripartilke
comnittee comprised ofF
repraesental ives of Lhe

Occupational Health and Safety
NDivision, company and union, wmeat
quarterly Lo deal with other
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mutual concern to
heallh and safely. our
representation, M. Speaker, on
Fhalt  commiltee dincludes Dr.  John
Martin of Memorial University of

matters of

Newfoundland. T undersitand  that
Fre is trained in industrial
related diseases in particular,
The fourth meating of that

Eripartite comnitiee was held on
24 Fahruary during which no
specific CONCRrNSs Wi sampling
were identified.

At Hope Brook Mines: An extensive
base-line survey of environmnental
contaminates was conducted at this
developing operation during the
Fall of 1987. A portion of the
samples were such that they had to
he analyzed at laboratory
tfacilities oubtside the Province
which has resulted din delays in
reporting the results of the study.

At St. Lawrence Fluorspar
Limited: Due to very serious
health hazards in the previous
operation of this mine, our
Qccupabtional Health and Safety
Division has given more than
normal attenlkion o fhis
operation. This operation
requires close radon wonitoring to
insure that ventilation is

adequate Lo meet ULhe requirements
of the Mines (Safety of Workmen)
Regulations

Since the mine reopened in
February of 1988, St Lawrence
Fluorspar Limited nonitors radon
levels at each workplace 1in the
underground mines on a  weekly
basis, or more frequently if
requested.

As recent: as last week, Mr .
Speaker, hygienists from the
Department of Labour were in St.
Lawrence to conduct radiation and
ventilation measurements.

1.1285 April 28, 1988 Vol XI,

It is important to note, My,
Speaker, that prior ho last week
staff were in St. Lawrence during
29 Novaembaer Lo 4 December 1987, 9
February to 15 February 1988, and
2 and 3 March 1988 .

The Depar inent of Labhour has
engaged the Canada Centre of

Minerals and Fnerqy Taechnology,
known as CANMET, of the federal
Departmenlt of Fnergy, Mines and
Resaurces Lo concduct i
comprehaensive study of khe extent

of radon contaminates in the
nires, which Wi 11 include
ventilation, ground water and

mining activities.

The study was conducted in
co-operation with the Department
of Labour staff by @ senlor
research scientist from CANMET,
plus taao CANMET technologists.
The study was undertaken 1n two
phases of one-week duration and
the CANMET report will be due 1in
May of 1988, Mr. Speakaer.

At Newfoundland Zine Mines: This
operation, in  co-operation with
professional staff of aur
Occupational Health and Safely
Diviaion monitors diesel exhausk
emission from underground vehicles
and maintainsg  records that are
audited by mines inspectors during
inspeckion visits. foventilation
survey 1is also planned for this
operation.

Tn  swmnary, Mr. Speaker, after a
careful review of the situation 1in
ecach of the six wines which Mr.
Bradbury highlighted in his
memorancdum, T  am satisfied that
there is no cause for concern over
lack of monitoring or any obher
safety hazards 1in these wmines. I
would Tike +o emphaslize that the
role the Department of Labour

Lakes in Felation Fo mire
conditions ig Lo ensure that
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workers din the wmines are not
subjected to adverse  condilions
respeclting workplace health and
safety. T am saldsfiead, M
Speaker, Lhat the role of the
Departmant of l.abour has been
adequately performed.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. K. AYLWARD:
Mr, Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the
Stephenville.

membar for

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Haar, hear!

MR. DTNN:
Are you going to run fecderally
"Kavin' or whalt?

MR. K. AYIWARD:
Mr. Speaker, T thank you for the -

SOME HON. MEMRBFERS:
Oh, ol

AN HON. MEMBER:
They are not going to let him run,

MR. K. AYILWARD:

Protect me, Mr. Speaker. I am a
valuable resource, Mr . Speaker,
and I intend to make sure that the
hon. Premier and his governnent
are dismantled in as short a time
as possible. T will bhe doing
that, Mr. Speaker, for my young
and prolonged career in politics.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. K. AYLWARD:
Now, to the statement .,

SOME HON., MEMRBERS:
Oh, oh!
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MR. K, AYLWARD: ‘

M. Speaker, 1F youn could protect
me fFrom this harassment bthat T am
receiving,

The minister comes in here today
and he gives us & very nice
statement which seems Lo dindicate
that everything 1is fine and dandy,
hunky-dory, there is not a problem
around in the mines of this
Province, MHe says here 'the role
of his department is to take into
account the mine conditions and
ensure that the workers in mines

are not subjected ko adverse
conditions respecting workplace

health and safety.' He goes on tao
say, "I am satisfied that the role
ofF Lhe department has been
adegquately performed."

Let me tell the minister and his
gouvearmment that e are not
sabtisfied on this side that those
concerns have been addressed, @and
we would l1ike for this government
o take those concerns seriously.

The minister 1in the first part of

his s lbabament SAYS, "the memo
indicating concearn as to the
hygiene situation at a number of
mining operations around the

Province was done by the Chief
Inspector of Mines, but he is not
really  responsible for the hygiene
in the mines.'

No, he is only the Chief Inspector
of the Mines. That s all he is,
Mr. Speaker. That 1is not wmuch of
a tikle, as a matter of Fact., Why
would he express 1in an internal
memo  complete concern about what
is going on in various operations
in this Province?

T think 4t 1s a wvery serious
mattaer, T Lhink thad this

goverment -

MR. BILANCHARD:

No, 25 R12806



on a point of order, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, pleasel

A point of order, the hon. the
Minisker of abour.

MR. BILANCHARD:

Mr. Speaker, the hon. the member
Ffor Stephenuille (Mr. K. AylLward)
is  wisinterpreting my statement.

My . Speaker, T gaid T W s
satisfied that there is no concern
NECessary QuUer A Tack af

monitoring from month to month.

He dwells on  Lhe title of the
person whom T spoke of, who wrote
Lhe meino . The tille of  that
person in reality, as you will see
in the estimates, Mr. Speaker, is

Manager of Mines Inspection
Services. For the hon., member's
purpose, there 1is a comparable
title in hygiene, He s
misinterpreting dit, Mr. Speaker,
he is responsible for he

monitoring the mines, not for
inspection.

SOME HON, MEMBERS:
Oh, oh!

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!l

There +is no point of order. There
is a8 difference of opinion between
Lwo hon. genilemern.

MR. K. AYLWARD:

Just Lo continue. Mr. Speaker, it
SAYS here, "While the Chief
Thapector has written a memo
respecting the hygiene al various
mining operations, it 1s unusual
hecaunse the responsibility and
expertise for hygiene inspections
rests with the Hyglene Division of
the Department." This dis his own
words questioning his own
officials of his department.
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He comes 1in here then and expecls
ug to bhelieve, without any oulside
investigation or dinquiries, Lhat
everything is okay.

M, Speaker, it 1% not good
enough . We would like Lo see an

inquiry dinto the wmatter to check
it out so that the people and the
public of the Province are fully
AAT ¢ of the cancerns, M,
Speakear, of the miners and of
averybody else in bhis Province.

SOME _HON., MEMRBERS:

Hear, hear!

MR. K. AYILWARD:

Tt 1is not good enough. Not only
that, Mr. Speaker, with reference
to further studies they have done,
he says, 'khe Federal Department
of Energy, Mines and Resources Lo
conduct a comprehensive study of

radon contamination in the
mines . ' He also goes on to say

that the study was undertaken in
two phases and khe report is due
in May of 1988,

Mr. Speaker, I wonder when we are
going ko see the report. We have
had many pask reports which have
heen presented to  the hon. the
minister which we have not seen
For months and months and months.
S50 I do not know when we are going
to get that report, Mr., Speaker.

The way they operale ovar Lhere,
we are probably going to have to
go thirongh The [Fraedom of
Information Act. It will probably
cost s $500 Lo get bhe “info and
it will probably take ws a year
and a half,

My, Speaker, e want ar
investigation dnto this matter and
we are not Finished with it yet.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
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SOME HON., MEMRERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. LONG:

M. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for St. John's
East,

MR. LONG:
Thank vou, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker T would have Lo say to
the minister's statement -

PREMTER PECKFORD:
(Inaudible) left winger.

MR. LONG:
T do not know if the Premier is
going to keep interruplbing, as he
has bean. 1 do not know what kind
of mood he s in today. Wikh hisg
points of order and interruptions,
I was going Lo tell him bto go ly
a kite, but he should go fly a
helicoptaer, hbased on the reports
we are hearing from the media, if
he s noli abont to sit and allow
the people the courtesy to speak
in the Housa,

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Oh, oh!

MR. SPFEAKER:
Order, plesase!

MR, FENWICK:
Do not rile thewm, do not rile them,

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

MR. LONG:

Mr . Speaker, T would to respond
sprcifically to Lhe [irst point of
the minister's statement
concerning the ceremony which was
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held Loday. I would simply say to
the minister again that T was told
by officials  who  organized Lhe
event that an dnvitation had been

extandeaed. Mobaody recaeivaed an
invitation in the madil, but this
minister and the goverrnmeant
published in The Newfoundland
Gazette last week a proclanation
of the day. I also assume that

the minister, working in the
building, would have seen the
giant size poster commemorating

the day.

The hon. member 1s the Minister of
Labour! The Minister of lLabour,
representing the government,

should not e e & invitation

dalivered to his door -

SOME HON., MEMBERS:
Oh, oh!

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

MR. LONG:
- to attend the ceremony. So the
minigter protasts oo much, M,
Speaker. He should have heean
thera. There is no excuse.

To the statement at hand, Mr,
Speaker. T think it s a sad
irony on a day that has Dbeen
earlier commenmoraled as a day of
mourning for sickness, death and
injury on the job site, that Uthe
Minister of Labour comes, in
response to a very interesting
development that occurred in his
daepartment in wih i oh the Chief
Inspector of Mines came out, and I
guess Lthrough some ‘investigative
reporting by the Sunday newspaper,
was willing ko talk publicly about
comments that the inspecltor wanted
Lo make concerning hygiene, which
is obviously, as Lhe minister
said, nol:  hia proinary  concearn,
But, the Chief Inspector of Mines
Felt  thalb he shonld pass comment
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in public about the conditions at
eix mine sites in the Province.

The minister comes in with this
statement in which he goes through
all six, and 1 haue Tooked
carefully at what the minister has
placed +in front of us, and he has
in no certain terms addressed any
of the concerns that have been

bhrought forward. In fact, every
single sike thal Lhe miniskaer

addressed today confirms the
concerns of the Chief Inspector.

H e begins by Lalking abont
labrador West and says that there
1s no need for additional sampling
when we know that the position of
inspactor  there has  been vacant.
He talks about ERCO, no need for
addiltional sampling . He Lalks
about Raie Verte and concerns hnot
having bheen addressaed.

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

The hon. member's time has elapsed.

MR.__LONG:
If I may conclude, Mr. Speaker.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
No, no!

MR. LONG:
Just & word on St.
Speaker .,

l.awrence, M.

The minishter

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please! Order, please!

The hon. Ehe  member's  fime has
elapsed.

MR. LONG:
He sald nothing about: S .
Lawrence, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
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Order, please!

Before calling Oral Questions, 1
would Tike to welcome to the
galleries six grade ten students

acconpan ied by Eheir teachers,
Corinne Collins and Flizabeth

Warr, from Long Island Academy,
Reaumont, Green Bay.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
lHear, hear!

Oral Questions

MR. STMMONS:
Mr. Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Fortune
Hermitage.

MR. SIMMONS:

Mr. Speaker, the Chairman of the
Canadian Helicopter Corporation is
quoted by the national press today

MR. PATTERSON:
A point of order, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, pleasel

A point of order, the hon. member
for

MR. STMMONS:
The national prass
Chairman of the -

quoted the

MR. SPEFAKER:
Order, pleasce!

I must make a comment. I am sure
it was done dnadvertently, but it
is an abuse of privileges for
somebody to call Ffor a point of
order while not 1in his seat. I
wonuld jusk Tike to draw attention
to that matter.
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The hon. the member

MR. PATTERSON:
A point of order, Mr., Speaker.

MR. SPFAKFR:
A poinlt of order, the hon. the
member for Placentia.

MR. PATTERSON:

T understand that the leader of
the Liberal Party on the mainland,
John Turner, phoned the Leader of
the Opposition in Newfoundland
today -

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

MR. PATTERSON:
-~ and he was wondering -

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

MR, PATTERSON:
- df any of his assassins were on
the mainland ovaer lhe weekend?

MR. SPEAKFR:
There is no point of order.

The hon. the member for Fortune -
Hermitage.

MR. STMMONS:

My . Spedker, the Chairman of the
Canadian Helicopker Corporation s
quoted in the national press today
as saying that the Premier and he
had made a deal, and indeed,

today's Ottawa Citizen gquotes
M, Dobbin as saying 'The facts

are we made a deal Ethat he was
going to resign his position on
the 23rd of November...MHe said
there would be a leadership
convention in mid-January and he
would report on February 1, 1988
bo head up wmy defence subsidiary.’

Mr. Speaker, T say to the Premier
Lhat Mr., Dobbin has
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MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

The hon. member 1is beginning to
make a  spoeech, He  has  read @
statement which 1is not ordinarily
permititad

MR. SIMMONS:
Mr. Spaakaer, as U was saying, Mr.
Dobbin had made the statement -

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

The hon. member started, as 1
understand, by reading a
statement, which 1is not normally
accepted in Question Period. I

called the member to order but he
did not ask his question. T would
ask him now to please ask his
question, The hon. the member For
Fortune - Hermitage.

MR. STMMONS:

Mr. Speaker, I ask the Premier,
given thalt Mr, Dobbin made the
statement T Jjust quoted after he
had haard a taped denial which he

Premiar had made, therefore, will
he Now) tell i he Hons e i ch

version reflects what actually
happaenaed, whal. Mr. Dobbin says or
what the Premier has said publicly?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Premier,

PREMTER PECKFORD:

It is quite obuvious, Mr. Speaker,
Lhat 1t is my wversion, IL +is as
simple as that.

MR. SIMMONS:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. the member for Fortune
Hermitage .,

MR. SIMMONS:
Ry way ofF

supplaemaentary, My,
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Speaker, T ask the Premier: Does
he not realize or does not care
that one of his very good friends,
whom he has wined and dined with,
had his dJuice with, a wman who
nearly hecame the Premier's
employer by the Premier's Own
admission, has said publicly that
the Praemier does not deal in the
facts? He has essentially branded
the Premier, in Ehe last
twenty--four hours, as a liar. Is
the Premier not concerned about
that?

SOME HON. MEMRERS:
Oh, oh!

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, pleasel

MR. STMMONS:

T ask the Premier, Mr. Speakaer:
Has he Lalkad to Mr. Dobbin since
this dssue bhecame public? Has he
tried to skraighten Mr. Dobbin ont
on what the facts of the case
are? How can the two versions be
g0 divergent, I ask the Premier?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Premier.

PREMIER PECKFQRD:
The hon. member will have to ask

Mr. Dobbin, number one. lLet us
gaet Lthe record straight. T know

The Toronto Star dis up in the
gallery listening to all of this
with great interest, and The
Sunday Express, to make snre they
get a story Lo go on for the next
Few days.

Mr. Craig Dobbin was nob, is nol,
a friend of mine. His brother,
My . Razil Daobbin, has bean &
Friend of mine for a number of
years, bul Craig Dobbin has not
heen & friend of mine. He 148 not
@ Friend of wine, and never has
heon. Those are the facts. That
is & factl, He has nobk bean. T
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know Iy Friends. He is  not @
friend of mine.

Mir, Dobbin offered me & job and I

turned it down, It was just as
simple as that. He d4s not the
only one who has offered me a job,

which I have  turnec down . 1
indicated to Mr. Dobbin, as T have
told the press over and over
again, bthat if T were interested
in the offer I would get back Lo
eim, T would gebk & lawyer and
negotiate a contract, and tell wmy
caucus and tell my party and all
the rest of it. I told them all

of ULhat. T cannolt help 1t if Mr.
Doblin wants Lo go out anc
inkterpret our meetiing, whern  he
made the offer to me, differently
than T dao. T cannot help that,

As Shakespeare saild, "Bubt men may
constrie Lhings afber bheir
Fashion, /Clean from the purpose of
the things themselves." He also
said, as the member for Fortune -
Hermitage knows, in Julius Ceasar,
"Into what dangers would you lead
me, Cassius,/That yvou would have
me seek into myself/For that which
s not in me?"

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SIMMONS:

Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
A final supplementary.

MR. STMMONS:

Shakespeare sald also, M.
Spaakaer, 'Is this a dagger which T
see hefore me?'

SOME HON. MEMRBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. STMMONS:

M, Speaker, the Premigr sald
today and he sadid  formerly bhat
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Lhere was an offaer.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Oh, oh!

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, pleaso!

MR. SIMMONS:
Now will he tell Lhe House how Far
this offer was pursued?

SOMIE HON. MEMBERS:
Oh, oh!

MR. STIMMONS:
The Premier is having difficulty
hearing.

MR. SPEAKER:
Oorder, please!

MR. SIMMONS:

How far was this offer pursued?
Was there this final celebratory
meeting, which Mr. Dobbin talked
about in The Ottawa Citizen
today, bthat he and the Prewier had
in late October? How far was the

of fer prrstied? e {thare a
number of meetings about it? Can
fhe Promier give IE: S O
indication at what stage it

reached bhefore he Lurned down the
offer to work with Mr. Dobbin's
colpany?

SOME HON, MEMBFERS:
Oh, oh!

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Premier.

PREMTER PECKFQORD:

It is none of the hon. member's
business. To skart with, it is
none of the hon. member's business.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

PREMIER PECKFORD:
I know the hon. member well, the
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hon ., tthe wember for Fortune -
Hermitage. He is @ very
compatani, we L l-educataed
Newfoundlander, has served 1in the
Houwse of Commons with diskinction
and served in the Cabinet of
Canada wilh distinction, and T am
sure, Mr. Speaker, that the hon.
mamber  has  job ofFers every day,
given his competence and hi s
dist-inguished carear. And T  am
not going to ask the hon. memher
to relate to we The tens and hens
of offers of jobs that he has had
in the last several years, I am
sure he has had, you k1riow,
innumerable offers because they
recognize in him a very competent,
distinguished Canadian, T am not
going to ask him how many Jjob
ofFfers and all the rest of it

1 have told the public of
Newfoundland, and T do nrnobt mind
saying it again, that I was
offFered - it ds the truth! - a job
by Mr. Dobbin to head up one of
his subsidaries

MR. STMMONS:

You accepted my offer.

MR. STMMS:
Your offerl

PREMIFER PECKFORD:

- and quite JTikely! but 4t was
definaed hecausa T did not gel into
it in any detail, in the defence

area., Bt that A S never
finalized, and I did not want to
pursie it any further. There was

an offer of money and an offer of
a position, and that was 4it, in a
subsidary. And it never went
heyond that Dbecause T  had no

intention of negotiating &
contract with hinm for a job - a
contract was talked about -

hecause T was nolk interested, in
the same way as I have had other
offers thalt T am not going to Lell
the hon. member ahout, because it
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‘did not qo anywhere, I am here,
Mr. Speaker, and T am g¢going bto
stay here. That 1s all.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. WELLS:

Mr. Speaker.

MR, SPEAKER:
The hon, the
Opposition.

Leader of the

MR. WELLS:

Mr. Speaker, T would remind the
House, and the Premier as well,
that the questions that are being
asked are being asked an behalfF of
(he taxpayers of this Province,
not on behalf of the inddviduals
posing them, That. 18 on whose
bahalf thase are asked.

Now, Mr. Speaker, din view of Lhe
comments contained din  the paper
today, wonld Lhe Prewier tell the
House whether or not those
discussions extended over a paeriod
of time during Ehe month of
October, and  ouver a  number of
meetings, as 1s dindicated in Mr.
Dobbin's statement, or  was it
simply an offer which the Premier
refused?

Mr, Dobbin's statement refers to a
number of -

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Oh, oh!

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, pleasco!

MR. WELLS:

Mr. Speaker, T would ask you to
try Fo maintain  order dn  this
anruly housea,

SOME HON  MEMBIERS:
Oh, oh!
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MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

MR. WELLS:
T would ask the Premicer to advise
the House, and through the House
the taxpayers of Lhis Province,
whether there were & number of
meetings, and the fFinal
celebratory meeting to which Mr.
Dobbin refers 1in the newspaper
article, or is that in error?
Were there discussions aboul a job
or  was there simply a simple,
straightforward of Fer Fhat I he
Premier turned down?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Premier.

PRIEMIFER PECKFORD:

A simple, straitghtforward offepr
Fhal The Pramier turned down, @and
the rest of it dg none of the
lLeader of the Opposition's
business.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

=

R, WELLS:

1

=
2
9}
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=
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R. SPEAKER:
supplementary, I he hon ., the
Leader of the Opposition.

DI=

MR. WELLS:

Mr. Speaker, again, on behalf of
the taxpayers of this Province,
and it is their business, the rest
oF what T am asking about relates
to the Premier's own guidelines

Fop ministers. He SAY S, "They
will not be permitted to use their
position ar Lo~ nse govaernment
facilities to further Lheir
interost in “ny ontside

employment, office or position!
Now, Mr., Speaker, dJduring the manth

of October, the Same month
raferred to  cin thal  paper, e
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Premier will rememher that that
was the month that this gouernment
mace Toang to Canadian Hel-bicopter
Company in the amount of $8.3
million anel a grant of $4.2
md1Tion, On behalf of the
faxpayers of this Province, wonld
the Premier tell this House 1if he
was  discussing a  job opportunily
for the Premier with that company
at bthe same time he was discussing
these Toans?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. bthe Premier,

PREMTER PECKFORD:

That is Tlow-down! That deal that
was done on the helicopter company
wa g done through A
federal-provincial committees. T
had nothing to do with it at all.
As a matter of fact, T think, at
the meeting in gquestion I was
trying to attempt *to get CP and
M, Dobbin's company interested 1in
the Strawberry Hi1ll facility out
on the West Coast, which 1is now
being Financed by +the university
and through wuws. It was at that
meeling il was  only  an hour
meeting - he offered me a job. It
had nothing to do with this other
atuff, and all the documents can

1

prove 1t

Now Fhe leader of 1the Opposilbion
has rajsed this to try ko put a
clowd over iy head on that, yet ho
talks about the unruly House and
all the rest of i, I was in Uthe

gentleman's presence and he
it Ferad e A job There is
: =8 ] & B J00. P Iere 35

nothing I could do about that. I
did nolt know he was going to offer
me a job, and he offered me a job
and I was nob interested. Tt was
a very ‘interesting proposition and
Lhere was plenty of money, plenty
of security and all the rest of it
abtached to it. He was willing to
do a contract with me but T was
not interested, and that was all

1294 April 28, 1988 Vol Xl

was ko k. TF T was interested T
would not be here now, T would be
somewhere oelse, T would be oub -in
the private sector working. That
was all was Lo it

T will get the dates now for the
train of events, since the Leader
of {the Opposition has  had  bthe
nerve to ask the question to try
o demonstrate  some  conflict  of
interest. I will get the dates on
whi ch Ihat olher project A
proceeded with, because I think it
was alraeady approved al that point
in time, long before Mr. Dobhin
of Fered wmwe the job, Rt T owilld
now make sure I research it and

get Lhe dates. That was nevear
mentioned, it was already

approved. The announcement might
have came around that time, but it
was already approved by the two
governments . It was done

completely outside ol me
altogether, It was done hy

bhoards, federal people, and  wo
on. It has nothing to do with me
whalsoauar,

That was a1l was Lo b, The man
offered me a job and I honestly
and  truthfolly  admit bhatb, as T
had bheen offered jobs bhy others
whow T widT  pnot mention, and T
turned it down. That ds all.
Since fhat I ine I ey e heen
offered other jobs. fis a matter
of  Fact, i you wonld ldike to
know, I have bheen offered a Feow
more since  that, bt T am  not
interested right now, One of
dheie dalgse [ goaig hl blen g nite meelded |
Right now I am interested in
operating this Province and making
Lhis Province tick, making this
Province go ahead as we have seean
in the last couple of years with
aur unemployment going down  &nd
getting the offshore going and
getting a whole bunch of obther
things straightened out I cannot
help it if everybody 1is afbter me.
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SOME HON. MEMRBERS:
Hear, heapr!

MR, WELLS:

N Final supplementary, Mr. Speaker,
MR. SPEAKER:

A Final supplementary, Lthe hon.
the Leader of the Opposition.

MR. WELLS:

My . Speaker, I w1l tell the
Premier, frankly, there is no
other hasis for raising the
question other than the statements
attributed to Mr. Dobbin, so T
will not suggest there is anything
glse, T will tell him Frankly,
that +ds the only basis for raising
the question,

SOME HON., MEMBERS:
oh, oh!

MR. SPEAKER:
order, please!

MR. WELIS:

p)
Now, T ask the Premier -

SOME HON. MEMBRERS:
Oh, oh!

MR. WELLS:
Mr. Speaker,
order, pleasel

would you maintain

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

MR. WELLS:

I would ask the Premier: Is it
Fair to conclude, as T do from
what the Premier said, that Mr.
NDobbin's statement with respect to
meetings and the final celebratory
meetl ing, are false, they are not
accurate?

MR. SPFAKER:
The hon. the Premier.

PREMIEER PECKFORD:
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They are not accuratoe, I do not
know why the gentleman His saying
the staff hae s saying. I cannol
answer for him, Rut I was offeread
a  job by him and T Gturned it
down . It ds just as simple as
Ehat, He was extremely eager - I
can get into 1t - about 1t and so
an,

MR. SIMMS:
He might haue
differently.

interpreted it

PREMIER PECKFQRD:

Well, T do not know how he could
interpret it differently, but
apparently he did. T do not wank
to get into what he said to me at
the Fime . The gaentleaemnan RS
looking for somabody to glve
cradibility Lo his company, and so
on, bhecause he did rnot feel ULhal

he heel he cradibility as a
corporate entity in Lhis Province
that  he deserved to have. He
thought that I could do something
about  that credibility. That s

one of the things he sald to me.
He was very eager to he able o
get someone like me Lo go with him
so he could Lell 4t ko sowe of his
other friends in the corporate
world whom he preceives Lo have
greater credibility in
Newf oundland than he has . He
mentioned that to me. Rut 1 do
not want to get dnto that. That
is all I can say on it.

MR. LONG:
Come on, boy! Get dnto dt! We
will Tisken!

PREMTER PECKFORD:
Oh, here dis Mikhadil! He wantlts to
hear some more juicy stuff,

MR. SIMMS:
He askaed bhoe sano
months ago.

graestion Lthree

PREMITER PECKFORD:
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T appreciate what the Leader of
the Opposition said in his last
gquaestion. T guess he has a right
Lo ask 1t and so on, There is a
difference of opinion belkwaeen the
two of us aboult the nature of Lhe
meel ing. ATT T can say, for ny
part, is Fhat 4t was a very
interesting proposition and T told
Mir, Dobbin, 'That Qs very, very

interesling, et I WA s noit
interested. ! T said df T were

interastad the First thing T would
have to do ds go and do all the
things about resigning and all of
that, and T would not be prepared
Fo  go  wilth  him  as &  conpany
person, T would only do 1t on
contract, and that I would have to
gel & lawyer to negotiate 1it, and
Lhalt would take several months, {
also idndicated to him that T had
other offers which I would have to
check as well before I proceeded
any  further, because those offers
might still be available to me -
nobady who does any business with
the government or anything - but
ifF T changed wmy wind € would get
back to him, I would get a lawyer
and he would have his Tawyer, &nd

see if we could negotiate
something. The whole gquestion
then would hbhe whether we could

something. Mat Was
We might not

negoktiate
stil1l) up in the air.

haue beean akhle Lo negot iate
something that was Ffavourabhle or
accepltahle to me. Thal  is whaera

it is.

MR. RATRD:
Rut you wonld know whare your
source of dncome was coming From.

PRFMIER PECKFORD:

The other dates on  that other
helicopter simulator proposal was
completely separate and was nok
raised in that meeting. I think
Lhe final decisions had already
been made in Ottawa, and so on,
about it. Once again T just want
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to reiterate, because bthe member
for Fortune - Hermitage is Jjust
not correct, that Me.  Dobbin s
not a friend of mine. He never
was a Friend of mine &and s nolb &
friend of mine. His brother Basil
has heen a Friend of mine but Me,
Craig Dobbin has never been &
Friend of mine.,

MR. TOBRTN:
He is no friend of Roger's eibther!

PREMIER PECKFORD:

T cannot fabhom il T just cannot
fathom 1it. I guess it gives
craedibility +to his side of the
story, that 1is the only thing I
can deduce From it That is the
only thing I can deduce from it.
T d¢ Tike, T guess, bLhe Leader of
Lhe Opposition or the Leacder of
the NDP, or other people here, if
and when I -

MR. BAIRD:

T am  sure the people down in
Fortune - Hermitage are anxious to
hear that, and wondering what s
going on today. At least he would
e ryona hAis sovrce of income  and
admit where it was coming From.

PREMIER PECKFQRD:

So, khat is where it was, [ also,
by the way - I am just trying to
romembaer now  as  Loam talking -
indicated to Mr. Dobbin that 7T
wonld not negotiate anything wikh
him uwunless T had resigned First,
I alse mentioned that to him. T
would resign First, dnform the
party and all of that, T had no
intention, as I said this to him
bwo or Three as T was leaving, of
pursuing the matter Further
becanse the first thing [ would
have to do i1s decide that I wanted

o get  out. T would have to be
out, completely out, bhefore I
would ayan get | Tawyer to
negotiate because T do not have a
Tawyer . I have no money and T cdo
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nol want any money . T gol nothing
and T do not want nothing. i
wonld have to go gel a Jawyaer and
pay him to start negotiating after
T gol out, because T would not do
it any other way. There 1is Jjust
one thing, and T will jusk Finish
on this - T appreciate Lhe
questions From the press and from
the other side - and it has
nothing ko do with Atlantic
Accords, nothing to do with
anybody - [ will stop because T &
taking up Question Period - I can
say aboulk myself in all modesty
either, it dis straight, or if it
is not straight ( do not want any
part of it.

SOME HON. MEMBFERS:
Hear, hear!

PREMIER PECKFORD:

T do not have a lineup of
corporabe people ab oy door auary
day ~ 1 did at Ffirst - primarily
because bhay know il s a wasite of
1dime  to go talk to  Peckford,
because we are nob going to  be
able to put anything {in his back
pockal .

SOME HON., MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. EFFORD:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Port de
Grave .,

MR. EFFORD:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

My Speaker, my quesl.ion is
directed to the Minister of Health
(Dr. Collins). n A short
preamhble I  want to bhring his
abrenlion to  the fact Ehat cin
1979, 1983, 1985 and again in 1987
Lhere were reporis done al Lhe
Hoyles - Fscasoni Home which
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bronghi o the  fthen winister's
attention - mnow bthe Minister of
Public Works (Dr. Twomaey) - or the
Department of Health's attention
the horrendons condiltions at  Lhe
home .

Just as early as Wednesday, April
27, a staff member of the homne
writes very clearly that since the
new management firm has taken over
conditions have not changed.

I ask the Minister of Health:
What s it going to take for his
department to act and correct the
horrendous conditions alk the
Hoyles — Escasoni Home?

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. the Minister of Health.

NDR. COLLTINS:

Mr Speaker, I Lhink the  hon.
memhaer i5 referring Fo An
anonymous letter that was in The
Evening Telegram, T <do not  know
if 1t was today or yeslerday. T
cannoi really commnent  on rumnors
and myths,

MR. SIMMS:
Apparently it was not anonymous,

DR. COLLINS:

L seo ., Well, T CEnnok @Uen
comment on Lhat. But even 1if it
had been signed, T can say thab I
recognize that people can have an
opinion. That +is no problenm. The
only thing is we have a different
opinion. I might addl that
officials in my department, even
yesterday, had wmeetings wikh the
Chairman of the Board and with the
management officials at the Hoyles
Home to g¢go over certain things
Fhaera, Thara are things
happening, improvemants beilng
planned, improvements occurring at
Lhe Hoyles - FEscasoni Complex. n
a short paeriod of ttime T expect T
will be given permission Iy
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Cabinet, having made a full report
to Cabinet, ko make some sort of
statement of a more definitive
nature. I can assure the hon.
member Lhat no matter what
anonymous people say in the press
there are improvements going Forth
at kLhe Complex over there.

MR. EFFORD:
A supplementary, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAK]
The hon. t+he member for Port de
Grava .

MR. EFFORD:

Mr . Speaker, this is a very
serious situation, and T want the
Minister of Health to recognize
the seriousness of Lhe situabkion.
We have seniors over there and
Lhey have gone public themselues,
one of the management people has
gone public. And if the mwinister
had so much confidence in  things
being dmproved &l the Hoyles' Home
and Escasconi, with no extra
funding , and no extra staff, I
would ask him very c¢learly how
does he take this article in The
Toronto Star, Saturday, March 19,
1988, 'North York nursing home
chief fined $500. Who ran that
home? -~ Extendicare! Did he do
any investigat-ion of the
credibhility of this firm prior to
s coming 1inlo his  Province?
And if he himself has nol checked
into b, how is he satisfied that
the situation at the nursing home
here in S, John's is adeguala and

[ R T N T e oty g N 1. 41 E " " F
thae restidents are goblbing proper
care?

MR. SPFAKFR:
The hon. Ihe Minister of Health

DR. COLILINS:

Mr. Speaker, I understand there s
a representative of The Toronto
Star in the galleries today, and
I suppose that someone 1is trying
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to get a mention in the paper, or
whatever. T do nok krnow what all
this is about . The managemeant
group over ktheaere Fendered  Tike
other groups 1in the same business
Fenderad . Thae proposals Bk
forward by those tendering were
given extensive examination over
quite a period of time, and it was
detarmined  thalt  this was a good
group to take on the contract.

and © T might  add that T have had
meetings with the particular
person ak  the home who s now
discharging the duties of
Fxtendicare, in association with
members of the bhoard whom we have
appointed over thera, nnd he
hoard Chairman is quite happy with
what i being planned ovar bhera,
and  what has heen put 1in place
over there. There is o problem,
there 1s no dissension between the
board and txtendicare.

As a matter of fact, there 1is a
vary good relationship there. T
think thalt there are improvements
going on there, and 1F people do
not  agree with that, I cannot do
much about it

MR. EFFORD:

A final supplementary, Mr. Speaaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
A Final supplementary.

MR. EFFORD:

Mir. Speaker, T will the minister's
atttepntion to two exerpts {from The
Toronto Star, of March 11, 1988,
and I will table Lhem, The
Province aof Ontario has Jauncied
an investigation into North
Yark's Rayuiey Villa where
thirty-two elderly people died in
Four  months, 'Deaths of home's
residents probed'. That [
another article about the S ame
Firm.
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T will ask the minister 1f Lhese
articles, plus the excaerpts  From
ctaff at the Hoyles' Home, the
condivions Uhat tha rasidents
themselues  have stated publicly,
are nol enough For the minister to
act hmmediately to  do  something
about it and to  call  a  public
inquiry Lhat this mess can be
straightened oul once and For all,
and those residents c¢an get the
proper carae that they deserve.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Health,

DR. COILLINS:

I think the hon. member wants me
o mount é public itnquiry in
Newfoundland hecause something
toak place in bthe Prouvince of
Ontario.

MR. EFFORD:
No .

DR. COLILING:
T think that ds an interpretation

of his reqiest, I have absolutaely
no intention of doing that.

I there are mabters brovghis o oy
attenlion by the very reputable
¢ilizans who comprise {the Board of
Trustees at bthat complex, if they
br ing ko ny atbtention S O
problems and T ULhink it warrants a
public inquiry, T will request
Cabinet to permil me to mount a
public inquiry. T will not do it
on the basis of anonymous rumours
or innuendoes put forward in this
House or elsewhere, I will not da
it on the basis of activities
Ltaking place din other provinces.
And I regret to say that if people
die +in these sorts of homes it is

a fact of Tife. T A not:
surprisad at some of the
skhatistics Lhe hown. wmember has put

forward there, Rut unless
somebhing is brought Forward bthat
sounds amiss, T will not go Lo my
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colleagues and ask them to mount a
puhlic inguiry.,

What about your own reports! R
is shocking [ ois disgracefrul,

MR. SPENKER:
The hon. the member For Menihelk,

MR. FENWICK:
Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker.

My question is to the Minister of
Finance (Mr. Windsor). Tt has Lo
do with a statement reported in
The Evening Telegram today and I
will quote it to him and I ask him
if khis is an accurate reflection
of what he said. "In an interview
Wednesday ' Fhe member 'explained!
the fact is the benefits which are
being paid  oul avary day are
exceeding the money which we are
paying in " And he s refarring
to the pooled pension funds.
Worild the Ministaenr of Frimance
please give us an dndication of
whaether he was  accurately quoted
there, +4if that ds, 1in Ffact, what

e saicd?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. bthe Minister of Finance.

MR. IWINDSOR:

Mr. Speaker, a good thing that we
have some people 1n LEhis Province
who are writing The Evening
Telegram or the hon. gentleman
opposite would never come up with
a question, because every question
he asked has to come from The
Evening Telegram or The Sunday

Express. The answer to the
gqueskion ds: Yes, Mr . Speaker.

And 1if the hon. gentleman would
care to look back he will find out
that what I am talking about was a
report that was babled din 1984,

MR. FENWTCK:
Mr. Speaker.
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MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the wember fFor Menihek.

MR. FENWICK:

Mr. Speaker, T find this a little
bit appalling. T have here the
financial statement For December
31, 1985 for the pooled pension
fund. It dndicates on the final
line that there was a surplus in
the year 1985 of $60 million and
in 1984 there was a $42 million
surplus. We obuiously do not have
the 1986 or 1987 slatemenls, so il
is hard to tell what is going on.

But, Mr. Speaker, ids this parl of
a new negolbiating strategy, to try
and get the unions to pay more
into Lhair pension  funds? L
fact, M Speaker, unless
something has drastically  turned
arounc -

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

MR. FENWTCK:
- there probably was a surplus in
Lhe last couple of years as well.

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

MR. FENWICK:

My question +to the wminister is:
Would you please give us an
indication of what the actual
surplus or deficiency was in the
four particular plans, the public
saryicn  one, the teachers plan,
Lhe uniformed services, and the
M.H.n an?

(] PR I P.\

MR. SPEAKEFR:
The hon. the Minister of Finance,

MR. WINDSOR:

My .  Speaker, the hon. gentleman
has once again proven, mich better
than T could, the lack of
knowledge Ethat he has abhout such
matters.,
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He talked about the deficit for a
particular y@ear, There was no
deficit last year, there +H4s no
deficit this year, and there will
not bhe for the next number of
years ., And that ds the resull of
the +dincredibly good job that our
Pansion Investinent  Comnittee is
doing in investing the funds that
are in thalt pension plan.

What T @n bkalking about is the
unfunded liability that i
buileding up so bthat some poink fin
time, in the future, Mr. Speaker,
the fund will nob be able to meeb
the obligations that are building
ip under  the henoefils  thalb are
accruing as a result af Lhe
pension plan. And what T said was
Ehat the amount that we are paying

N Qi i s neot: equivalaent Fo I e
amount of benefits that are
i Teling s aach Yyaar., Those
benefits will be paild sometime in
the Ffuture. And there 1s a point

in time, din the future, when Lhe
henefits will exceed bhe amount of
the funds available in that fund.

MR. FENWICK:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
N Final supplementary.

MR. FENWTCK:

Mr. Speaker, looking at the same
raepori - the only one we have,
quite frankly - 4t dis dindicated
hat,  Lhe public service pension
plan of 24,000 members has @ pay
ol in 1985 of 38 parcent of whal
it brought din; the teachers 5O
percanl; uniFornad services
actually pays more Lhan it gets
165,000, so  there s & deficil
there

M. Speaker, would Fhe Minister of
Finance not agree Lthal the MHA
plan, Lhe one lLhatt covers us -
which @actually in 1985 paid out
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175  percent of the premiums it
brought. in - 4 the worst fundad
of the bunch? And would not the
Minisler of Finance, as & symbol
Lo the rest of the public service
mhich he 46 asking fo fake it on
the clein, change the MHA pension
plan  so bthat we can  avoid the
double dipping that 1ds occurring
in the cases of individual members
of this House - who go on pension
or qgo on ko the Senpate or go Lo
the bench and as a result can then
draw the Federal Government salary
in  those instances and ours as
well . eliminate this double
dipping as a symbol to the 24,000
civil servants and Ehe 8,000
teachers that indeed we are
willing to go and look at our plan
first bhefore we go at all of the
rest of the others?

MR. SPEAKER: -
The hon. the Minister of Finance.

MR. WTINDSOR:
Homn. gentlemen opposibe are almosh
in panic here, M. Speaker,
Tistenting o he gent Teman to
Fheir right.

Mr.  Speaker, the hon. genbleman
obuiously does not know what he is

talking  about, He is confusing
totally cash flow of a particular
year From actuarial studies. And

jb da the actuary studies that I
have been +alking aboul, which
really dndicate the strength of
the pansion plan, not Lhe
performance in any one year. That
is @ cash fFlow For one year, bthat
is a snapshot in time, that is the
kind of short sightedness that
gets NDP govermnmant in such
financial trouble that they get
into.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear

MR. WINDSOR:
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What T am talking about, M
Speaker, is ensuring that .din 2% or
30 or 40 years Utime the pension
plan can pay the benefits ro the
public servants of this Province
thal they are paying for today.

The han. ganlleman opposile s
obviously not concerned aboutl
that, He wanbs to talk about Ethe
MHA pension plan, which s wvery
similar to nvery other MHA pension
plarmr in every other province of
Canada .

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

The time for oral gquestions has
elapsead.

Presenting Reports by
Standing and Special Commitees

DR. COLLINS:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. the Minister of Healbh.

DR, COLLING:

M. Speaker, I would like to table
Fhe  annual  report 198621987 for
the Alcohol and Drug Dependency
Commission of NewFoumdland el
l.abrador.

MR. RIDEOQUT:
Mr . Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. the Minister of Fisheries.

MR. RIDEQUT:

Mr . Speaker, T would like to table
the annual report of the Fisheries
Loarn Board. L osay annual. There
has always heen i Financial
statement tabled, bubk 1t dis  my
understanding that this s the
Firet Lime stince 1949 or 1950 bthat
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Lhe board has really Tived up fo
its  legiglation and produced an
annual report as well.

Notices of Motion

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Rural,
Agricultural and Northern
Development.

MR. POWER:

Mr. Speaker, T give notice that I
will on tomorrow ask leave to
inktroduce a bill, entibled, an
Act  Respeching e  Newfourndland
Tnstitute OF Agronomists."

MR. SPEAKER:
The on the Minister of Consumer
Affairs,

MR. YOUNG:

Mr. Speaker, T give naolbice that T
will on Lomorrow ask leave Lo
introduce &  hill, enkikled, "An
Act To Amend The Insurance
Companies Ack "

finswers to Questions
for which Notice has been Given

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Health.

DR. COLLTINS:
Mr. Speaker, I would like to table
the answer ko  Question No. 11
asked by the hon. the member Ffoi
Port de Grave, and also by the
came hon. member, Question No. 51

Orders of the Day

MR, STMMS:

Mr. Speaker, conlinuing debate on
Order 4, Ri11 No. 16, the Tnternal
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Fconomy Conmission,

MR, SPEAKER:

Order 4, Bill No. 16, "An Act To
Mnend The Tnternal Economy
Comnission Act."

The hon. the membher for Fortune
Hermiktage,

MR. SIMMONS:

Mr. Speaker, I am glad to have an
opportunity to speak for a few
moments on this bill. The two
provisions in ik arise qu i ke
directly out of the report
entitled Tools For The Job, a
report Fhal was denerated by bthe
Committee on Member Services a
couplae of years ago, chadired by
the then wmember For St. Jobhn's

Fast  Fxtarn, Me Fom Hickey. 8
had the privilege of serving as
thae Uice -Chatrman of that
committee. My colleague For

Bonavista Norlth (Mr. Lush) was @&
membher of the commnittes, as was
the member for Menihek and as were
other members, the gentleman For
Port au Port (Mr. Hodder), I e
gentleman for Humber Valley (Mr.
Woodford), and the gentleman fFor
Terra Nova (Mr, Greening).

We seven made hy the committee
which came up with a number of
recommendations which, if
implemented as a package, would
have done wuch to dimprove the
operalions of the House and, at
the same time, would have gone a

lTong way towards addressing Lhe
T P I 1

issue of services availlahle Lo
memhars who Are, nnder veary
difficult circumstances,

attemplting to address  the needs
and Lhe requirements of Lhetdinr
conskituents.

That report., as members will
pacall, was essentially {lung out
the window by the administralion
at the time, bt T am pleased Fo
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no ke Fhat the report has beaen
relrieved and & couple of Lhe
recomnendalions in ik are  being
acled upon in this particular
piece of legislation.

The provision For changes in Fhe
Tnternal Economy Commission we
waelcomne, AL the Leader  of the
Opposition said din speaking dn
Fhis debate garlier,

We wonled have preferred to have
seen the Jlegislation provide for
B0 membars of Lhe offFicial
Opposition, including the
Opposition House Leader, plus a
representative of other

partliamentary groups LN the
House, of which we just have one
such group at the mowment. S0,

with that in wmind, I tell the
gentleman from Menihek that we
would have no difficulty
supporting his amendmnent Aas it
relates to makeup, bhecause that
amendment embodies what it was the
Leader of Lhe Opposition, on
behalf of the ofFficial Opposition,
wenlt after dn the First place, to
have bhe comnission so constilnlbed
as to prouvide Ffor a member From
@ach parliamentary group,
including +two members from the
of ficial Opposition.

While T e@n talking in  tarms  of
comment s made eurlier by the
gentleman from Menihaek, et wme say
to him that T submit to him that
one, I support his concern that
the goings on 1in those meeltings
oughl: not to bhe kept from wmembers
of the House, that members of the
House should be privy to  those
goings on, to those minutes, as he
characterizes them, But, T say to
him, if he reads the legislation
carefully, he has Ehat assurance,
really.

If he would look at Section 1 (f)
of the legislation he will find
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the provision that 'One member of
the House of Assembly who sits in
opposition Lo the governmant be
designated From time to time by
members of  the House of Assembly
who eit 4in  Opposition.. .’ That
provision essentially address
the point that was raised by the
gentTeman rom Menihek. I say Fo
him  that  that additional nember,
in acdition bo I he Opposition
House Leacder, he or she — he in
this particular case, since there
are no persons of the female sex
gitting on this side of bthe House
- will not only be from the people
sitting 1in Opposition, but will be
designated by them. I submit to
himm  that that designation carries
with 1t a responsibility to keep
Fhose whao haue done Lhe
designating informed.

1S

Now, Mr. Speaker, let me come to
Fhe okher provision in this
particular bill. I say to the
Govearnnent House lLeader that I
know he has a lot of legislation
on the Order Paper, the days are
getting warmer, and the troups are
gelbting restless; they want to get
out there and put Lhe final
Fotlches on bthe election, and so we
would hope, then, that we will do
ol part o he axpeditions in the
handling of lTegislation, This
particitar one  has  had a  good
go-around . I wanted Lo have a
word or two, and wmaybe whan that
i over, 1if it ds the wish of the
govermment, we can get on wikh the
jobh at hand and call some other
Tegislation. Rut Lhere is one
other point that I wanted to make
about this bill. T have already
addressed the issue of Lhe
Internal Economy Commission.

The other poink T wanted Lo make

relates to Section 3. I refer the
minister to Section 3. He would

be familiar with it, of course,
Section 3 of this bill provides
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{hal "Saction 2 shall come cinto
force inmediately aftar the
dissolubion of the Fortieth
General Assembly.' Certainly we
have no argument with that as ik
relates to Section 2 alone,
because ik would seem to me that
lhe mechanism of providing for an
independent commiss ian Lo
adjudicate the matter of members'
salaries can  only he triggered
with the holding of another
general elecktion, so that Section
3, il seems to me, 1is eminently
sensible,

But  what {the act seems o bhe
silent on, and maybe the minister
can help me on khis 1F he would

T am Jooking for the attention of
the gentleman For Grand Falls (Mre.
Simms) For a moment . Where is it
in the act that says +the recast
TFC will be triggered? The coming
into fFoarce of the other seclions
of this act is not addressed here,

g k7

MR. STMMS:
No. The new TEC (inaudible).

MR. STMMONS :
Exactly, yes.

MR, SIMMS:
(Inaudible).

MR. SIMMONS:

No, [ just found it unusual that
there is no provision in the act,
either that 1L would come into
force on proclamation or on date
definite.

MR. SIMMS:
(Tnaudible) .

MR. STMMONS:

S0 Lhe inbent of the
administration on this matter s
to  dmplement the recast  ITnternal
FEconomy Commission reasonably soon?
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Afker proclamation.

MR. SIMMONS:
Yas. The bill d¢ silent on that
particular matter.

MR. SIMMS:
That is the intent.

MR. SIMMONS:
Okay. I thank the minister.

Mr . Speaker, I support those

provisions in bthe  bi11., As I
indicated to ‘the House, I have
bhean involued in some

deliberations on them and I am
happy As One memper of tiat
erstwhile committee. I am glad
that at Teast SIVIS) of the
recommandations have heen embraced
and  are  now beding  dwplementecd,
with the passage of this piece of
legislation.

Now, Mr. Speaker, T suppose one
needs to reflect for a on
another aspect of this particular
debate . I watched witkh sOme
dismay  last week Lhe performance
af the gentleman who is the
Minister of Fcducation (Mr. Hearn)
and the one who is the Minister of
Health (Dr.  Collins), and were
they in the Chamber 1 would take
some btime to make some commenbs in
relation to what they have said.
Since they are not here T shall
forego that at the moment, except
to say khat T thought the Minisler
of Education's heart was not in it
very adch, and  the Minister of
Health, at times, did not Took
tarribly  comfortable wilkh what he
was doing either. And when you
reflect on some of the things he
was doinyg, you realize why he was
not very comfortabla, Bul again T
would like to say these Lhings man
Lo man, Face Lo Feace, so T ghall
Festrain mysell  From saying thew
o T amo osure there  will e
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another occasion,

Wilth that, Mr. Speaker, T want to
indicate that I support the bill
and T am  delighted Lo  see ik
here . Insofar as the Internal
Economy  Commiss ion provision ig
concerned 1t ds a compromise, and
T repealb that T, and we in the
Of ficial Opposition, would have
preferred the proposal First  putb
by the leader of the Opposition
aril the one now embodied in  the
amendment to be put forward by the

gentleman From Menihelk .,
Otherwise, we think it 1is a good
bhil71. T think so as well, and

will be happy to support it at the
appropriate bimnae.

MR. DTNN:
Mr . Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER (Parsons):
The hon. the Minister of Mines.

MR. DTNN:
I thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to speak
on this amendment to bthe Tnternal
Fconomy Commnission Aclt because T
think it +ds a very important and
enlightened piece of legislation;
it provides an opportunity for
membhers of the Opposition to sit
on Ehad: comnisston  and o Sea
hasically what ds going on with
respacl: to the woperabion of ihe
House . T have never heen very
strongly in  favour of very many
commiltees that are almost held in
secreb:; T Tike bto see things done
fairly openly, and this ds another
move in thab direction.

We have gone a Tong way over the
time that I have bheen 1in this
House of Assembly with respeckt to
making Lhings more public and
bringing them more into the open.
I remember Workers' Compensation,
for example, the changes that were
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put in Lhere wikh respect Lo
worker representatives on the

Workers! Compensatbtion Roard G0
they could see, bhasically, how it
oparates, and employer

representatives on the Roawrd
bacatse employers ware paying bhe
shot and a lot of the complaints
werae coentered around the fack thab
they really did not know what was
going on with the operation, T
think they are becoming more
attuned  to  Workers' Compensation
now and accept the charges more.
Ohvionsly, when the rates go up
they complain like anybody else,
bt at laeast oW they hawve
representatives there who can
determine that Fhe fees charged
are bhasically those fees that will
allow people to bhe looked after in
the euvent of dndustrial accident
or death, Iokhink that 1s & good
thing.

This here is another reform which
allows for people who often just
sit back and wonder, why have T to
Tive in this Tik+tle office here?
Why do I not have my own office
ancd my own secrelbary? T renembhear
in 1975, whern I Wa s in the
backbench and, as A watkter  of
fact, responsible for the office
down lLherae when many of khe MIAs
were out of town, back din their
districts cluring hao Sumner, 3
operated Lthe office down there and
Fhere were deficiencies then and T
am sure there are deficienciles now.

Now, obviously, in Lhe
parliamentary system you can only
go so far. There is such a Uthing
as Cabinet secrecy and  bthalt kind
of thing, and I think these are
the kinds of things that have to
remain, hut from the point of view
of the operalkion of the House of
Assembly it should have heen done
yaears ago, thet people in
Qpposition sat on that
Commission, T wn glad that the
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report Tools for the Job has
heern resurrected and some of the
rocomandations are bheing
implemented,

The Leader of the Opposibtion is
Teaving the House. T mnave a few
commeants with respect Lo the
comments ho wmade last week, and T
would T1ike him to he here for
those comnents . T am delighled
with this new reform, where we
have a committe now set up, which
will run the House of Assembly and
the operations of members, which
will have representatives and
members of kthe Opposition on it
I am sure the Opposition will
gperate this Fairly. The  hon.
Opposition House Leader 1is on the
comnitbttee and T &am sure, as Lhe
leader of  the Opposition said,
hat, they will Fflip a coin  and
make sure that the olther party in
the House s rapresented on this
commitltee.

I suppose if you Tookaed av -t and
looked at Tools for the Job and
Fhe recommendat-ions Hin there, you
might want to put a representative
of each parly on thero. But T
Lhink we have to be careful there
as well, because you wight have @
Liberal Party representative, you
might have an independent 1iberal
Party representative on there, an
NDP representative, an independent
PC Party representative, and
eventually the committee gebs a
little bit big.

MR. TULK:
How aboub (inaudible) party?

MR. DTNN:
You would have a hell of a party
in the House then, Mr. Speakaer,

T often wonder now how some  of
these legislatures gel along with
all the cdifferent groups Fhey haue
wibhin those legislatures Lo
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operate within,

Yo have lhe  Speaker and  the
Depuly Speaker on the Commission
arl o memkbers of Cabinet,

Obhviously, the money 18 going Lo
have to coma from somewhere, and
somebody should [y e Lhere who
operake in  the “Anner circles of
government to make sure that money
is there for the House of Assembly
to operate, and that 1s obvuiously
why . we would have Cabinet

represented, then.

AN HON. MEMBER:
Why have two?

MR. DINN:

The reason probably why you have
two on there s because there are
not a lot of btimes you will get
Lo or bthree Cabinel Miniskters in
oW For all the meetings, &0
Fhere is a good chance thal Lhey
will not always bhe there.

Fhe Hoase  Leader, {the Opposition
House Leader and a wmember of the
Opposition, T think thal has
makings of a real good Commission,
and T think i can run prektty well.

M. Speaker, ygavernment obviously
took a lot of time to determine
wheat should go into these
amendments and, I +think, came up
with the best of both worlds, if
you want. There was comnunication
bhack and forth between the
Premier, the Leader of the
Opposition and bthe Leader of the
New Democratic Party, and we came
up with this amenchnent . T am glad
we did.

There are other reforms 1in that
report, Tools for the Jab, that
we possibly could look al. I hope
we get around Lo that as well, Mr,
Speaker, bhecause there are olher
things dn there that T Fhink need
addressing, not the least of
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which, of course, 1is how members
oparate ., As the heading for the
report is Tools for the Job, give
Lhem the rools ko do bhe job bthat
they need Lo do on bhehalf of their
constituents,

The member For Ronavisbta North, I
know, ds going through a pretty
severe bLime right now, as hae did
hefore and, as a matter of Ffacl,

My Speakaer, Wa s ane of Fhe
members who resigned to go back ta
his Tormer profoession. T want 1o
watch my phrases here. I remamber

saying "Former  profaession' once
befFore in the House a member tore
across Fhe House afler me, and T
meant no more by it then than T do
Mo But Lhe  hon membaer  For
Ronavicta North left the House of
Assambhly. e i a vaTliad
contributor to this House of
Assembly, he contributes very well
ko the debhales and to the
questions and so on. T was sorry
to see him go, and I am glad +to
sae@ him back here. T hope the
next election, of course, he does
nokt have a lobk of success, because
we would like to defeat him at the
polls, obviously, being partisan.
Bult naybhe he will reform, himself,
and join another political parly.

Mr. Speaker, I would Tike to geb
to what the Leader of the
Opposition had {o say Tlast week
with respect to his salary, and he
is having a hard bime, T would
Tike to say that he drew a
comparison that I do not think can
he drawn, The Leader of the PC
Party here goels a stipend From the
PC Party, which is hasically
expenses on behalf of the party,
and they determined +that to be
$6,000 a year

MR. TULK:
From where?

MR. DINN:
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From the PC Party.

I think that is reasonable. That
is jusk a reasonable expense that
the Premier, who happens to he
Leader of the PC Party, gebs on
things as they relate to the PC
Party . and Y do nobk kEhink  that
compares at all, I really do not
think it COMPAras at all to
somebody coming in to be leader of
a party and getling $12%,000 in
the - beginning and then, as his
salary goes up a&as a presnllk of him
hecoming a member of the House of
Nssainbly and Laeacder af the
Opposilion, the party thing going
dowr, and it s still ab somewhere
around $50,000. T think there is
quite A difference herae, t also
believe Lhat there dis something
radically wrong with  thalb as &
system, Jjust as a member of the
Housae of Assambly.

Now, the explanation For how the
cheque arrives, I mean, we have to
take what hon. members state as
Factual dinformation, but I will
say Ehat T Find it difficull.

The lLeader of the Opposition sadld,
'T did not want to run For
leadership of the liberal Party.'
One of the reasons was there was
not enonigh noney Lhere.
Apparently what happened Wa &
Fhousands  of  TlTiberals approached
him and said -

AN HON. MEMBER:
(Tnandible).

MR. DINN:

Well, that is what he said, he ‘s
gekiing paic by thousands of
people.

- thousands of Liberals approached
him  and said, 'Please run to he
leader af the Liberal Party,
because wae have nobody else, and
we will pay you $125,000, if that
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is what it takes for you to be
leader.

Now, I really do have difficully
with that a&s a proposition. Four

or Five people might: ey e
approached the Leader of the
Opposibion and said that, but I am
sure not Lhousands; not all
contributors to the Liberal Party
decided that since we are

contributors we are all going to
go to him now, bhecause he dis the
Messiah, and ask him +if he will
run to be leader of the Liberal
Party and we will pay him $125,000
a year.

We have to believe his word in

this House - I do not question his
word in this House - but T do not
think that 41s how it happened. I
have to say that I do not bthink
that that d4s the way it was. I

think maybe four or Ffive people
went to him and said, Would you bhe
leader of the Liberal Party? And
he said, No, they do not pay
enough wmoney for that job, it s
only $70,000, and it is not even
that . The Tleader of the lLiberal
Party gets nothing. Well, what is
your price? My price 1is $125,000
minimum. Or, we might have to
negotimate 1k back and forth, him
with the four or five people.
That 1is probably what happened,
and finally they agreed to
$125,000 and he said, Okay, as
lJong as you will guarantee me

$125,000, I will take dit. So,
they did not tell him where the
money was coming from, and he did

not ask. As long as the four or
five people said that they would
see to it that he got the 125,000,
he did not care where +it came
from, and he did not ask.

MR. TULK:
(Inaudible).

MR. DINN:
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I must be getting a Tittle bit
close o the picture, bhecause the
horn. the Opposition House Leader
is now starking to quip across bhe
House, chirrup across the House.

M, Speaker, I have little
difficully wi th Lhack as a
scenerio. I cannot see 1,000 or

2,000 people, 1if there are that
many contributing to the Liberal
Party, going ko his door and
saying, We will give you a hundred

MR. TULK:

How many did you say?

MR. DINN:
One thousand ar two thousand.
There might be that many people.

I cannot see that happening. I
could see four or five dindividuals
going to him and saying that, and
that 1s probably what happened.
And they probably had the money to
back themselves up. They probably
said, Look, we have the money.
There 1s no money in the Liberal
Party federally or provincially,
and we owe bills, bubt we will see
Lo il thall you gel yours. Me
probably will eventually get his,
and 1t probably will not take too

long. The federal leader is
getting his now. The night of the
long knives, they call it

Federally, 1t s happening +in the
Liberal Party, and I expect Lo
have another night of the long
knives in the Liberal party
provincially, becaus

had it about ten or fifteen times.

[ - 1y (o Py g
e they ave

I have not been in the House that
long, I am only a young fellow,
but not too long back I rememher
the leader of the Liberal party in
this House at the time, M~
Roberts, came dnto the House of
Assembly and the bhoys were talking
about the Liberal Party and the
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indication was that Mr. Roberts
knifed poor Mr. Smallwood in .the
back, kicked him out and became
leader of the Liberal party.

I do rnot agree with that, because
what Mr. Roberts did was he won
the leadership -

AN HON. MEMBER:
Fair and square,

MR. DINN:

~ at an open convention. Fair and
square he won the leadership. We
had a succession of people after
that.

MR. TULK:

What is your pay, Gerry?

MR. DINN:

T do not know. I never look at
money . I never Lry ko find oul,
guen, I just get it and I pay my
hills. Ancd I declare everything T

own in my conflict of dinterest
statement, which s fairly blank.
There are not a lot of things 1in
my conflict of dinterest statement.

MR. EFFORD:
Whatever
(inaudible) .

you are paid is

MR. DINN:

That 1is what the hon. member says,
but, then, there are not too many
people in Newfoundland who believe

the hon. member anymore. He has
only been 1in here a few years and
already his credibility is

something to be questioned.

MR. CALLAN:
What about this man here? He must
be wealthy, with all those stores.

MR. DINN.

T suppose. Anyway, Mr., Speaker,
this bill 4s a good hill,

MR. J. CARTER:
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L is not a good bill. It s
sickening!

MR. DINN:
The Leader of the Opposition in
his feeble attempt to explain nis

salary - I think it was a feeble
attempt, anyway - left a little Lo
be desired. No thousands of

people went to the leader's House
and asked him to run, there were
Four or five who had the money and
they said, If you will run, we
will pay you,

Whether that is coming from those
people directly or through the
lLiberal party, does not mather Lo
me . It is still going there. Mr,
Speaker, hon. members now want me
to stop. I will not be too long.
I probably will nobt take up all my
Lime, which ds strange Ffor me,
hacause [ generally take up all
the time I have allotted to me.

AN HON. MEMBER:
(Inaudible).

MR. DINN:
Do not worry. There are a Few

people writing a few things down,
if that is what the hon. member is
wondering. There are.

Just to go through the scenario
the Leader af the Opposition
hasically said that thousands of
people came to him and asked him
to run. He did not want to run,
but they asked him to run and he
eventually decided, I am not going
to run, no. T do not want to be
Leader of the Liberal Party
hecause they do not pay enough.
Then +they dickered about price.
He came oul alt  $125,000 and he
said, "'Okay, you have me
convinced,' and he eventually ran.

Mr. Speaker, then he says that all

of these thousands of people who
came and convinced him to run and
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of feread hdm $125,000 now
contribute to the Liberal Party
and the Liberal Party doles out
the 1ittle emoluments on a monthly

hasis. T do not know in what form
he 1s given the money, but he does
get the money. Thal:  kind of

stretches even the credibility of
tLhe lLeader af the Opposilion,
because most people in
NewfoundTand will nolk: believe
that. They believe it was four or
five people who went and talked to
him and they finally convinced
him. They said, 'We have Lthe
dollars. Will you run?' He said,
'Yes . ' From then on they dig down
every once in a while and somehow
throw the money Hinto a pot and
somebody gets that pot and divides
it up and sends little cheques or
little brown envelopes to the
Leader of Cthe Opposition. That 1is
how it happens.

What comes out of that, then, from
the point of view of the House of
Assembly? For example, if I knew
how exactly that was happening, I
would stand up, Mr. Speaker, on a
point of order din this House and
raise Lhe following: T would
raise Standing Order 77. Hon .
members should Tlisten to Standing
Order 77. Because 1if I find out
how the hon. lLeadaer of the
Opposition 1s getting paid I am
going Lo raise Standing Order 77
which says, "The offer of any
money or other advantage bto any
member of this House, for the
promoting of any matter
whatsoever" - now he might bhe 1in
here to promote the Liberal Party,
I do not know, or he might be in
here to promote something else -
"depending or to bhe transacted in
Parliament, ds a high c¢rime.... "

That dis what Standing Order 77
SAYS . I think, since he 1is not
here, that somebody should point
it oulbt to him when they go down
and have their caucus this week.

1310 April 28, 1988 Vol XL

They should say, 'Here is Standing
Order 77, Clyde, maybe you should
read this and see what is going on
here, '

MR. SIMMONS:
On a point of order, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:

A point of order, the hon. the
membher fFor Fortune - Hermitage.

MR. SIMMONS:

It is a marvellous suggestion, and
we undertake to point out that Lo
the Leader of +the Opposition and

to other people in our caucus. We
want, for his part, to point it
out to the Premier. And 1f he is

not sure why we are pointing it
out, it ds in relation Lo s
scandalous dealings with the
President of the Canadian
Helicopters Corporation. Sao  you
point out Section 77 in  that
respect, will you?

MR. SPEAKER:
There is no point of order.

The hon. the Minister of Mines,

MR. DINN:

Mr. Speaker, not only is there not
a point of order, but the hon.
member knows bthak the Premier gets
nothing from Canadian Helicopters
Corporation, He knows that. But
we know that the Leader of the
Opposition does get sometning.
OQur problem is we do not know.
One person was offered somelbhing
to 'go into the House, and another
person was offered something to
get out of the House and then do
somelthing. That d1s what your
talking about, just to straighten
up your point.

Now, Standing Order 78 says, "If
it shall appear that any person
hath been elected and returned a
member of this House, or
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endeavoured so to he, by bribery,
or any other corrupt praclices,
this House shall proceed with the
utmost saverity. .. " - Standing
Orders 77 and 78,

If we could find out for sure how
that money 1is toing and froing, we
might bring up Standing Order 78,
which 4ds a very important Standing
Order in this House. We cannot do
it now hecause we do not know, and
we do not do it here. We have to
believe until we know. But we are
endeavouring to find out. We want
to know. He has not told us. It
the hon. the Leader of the
Opposition would get up and tell
us in the House - he said that
thousands of people are doing it
through donations to the Liberal
Party.

MR. J. CARTER:
That is shocking.

MR. DINN:

Did thousands of people approach
him? Is that how it was done? Or
was it four or five people?

MR. FUREY:

On a point of order, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
A point of order, the hon. the
member for St. Barbe.

MR. FUREY:

The Minister of Health said that
the Premier's supplement comes
from the PC purse. Now, I can
only assume that thousands of
people pay into that PC purse, or
is it hundreds of people pay in?
At any rate, Mr. Speaker, I will
yield and say thousands of people
pay into that purse.

Similarly, the Liberal Party have
thousands who contribute to dits
purse and the Tlists are growing
daily. Thousands of people from
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all walks of 1life. So we accepth
as  truthful the statement by the
Minister of Health that thousands
pay into the PC purse, and we only
ask for equity here and fairness,
that the minister accept our
statement that thousands, indeed,
do pay into the Liberal purse as
well.

MR. J. CARTER:
That is not a point of order.

MR. MORGAN:
Mr. Speaker, that is not a point
of order.

MR. SPEAKER:
There is no point of order.

The hon. the Minister of Mines.

Mr. Speakaer, T do not have a lot
of time, but I am Jjust pursing a

couple of points, The lLeader of
the Opposition got up and made an
explanation. T find it very, very

difficult, and if I could find out
Lhe truth, then T might bring up

those Standing Orders. I cannot,
hecause T do not  know. If he

would tell me, then I would know.

Here he ‘s, T know he has been
listening.

MR. WELLS:
T was up in the news gallery.

MR, DINN:

Oh, where you?
fForearmed.

Forewarned is

MR. WELLS:
I was being interviewed. I was
nolt listening.

MR. DINN:

Do you wanl me to make the points
again?

Some of the points I have heen
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making are -

MR. WARREN:
I think vyou should make some of
them again,

MR. DINN:

Okay . T 1ike to do it straight
out. There are no backdoors or
anything, T found it difficult
listening to the Leader of the
Opposition last week and his
explanation. What he talked 1last
week was $50,000. But we have to
go back to the bheginning and talk
about how it all started, and that
is what we were talking about. I
will take his word until T find
out something different. But the
conundrum that I have and the
problems that I have with it, I
have laid out fairly well here In
the House.

Apparently the scenario 1is that
the lLeader of the Opposition did
not want to run for the Liberal
Party. 'T would Like to, but they
do not pay enough,' he said. He
said, 'Now 1if they paid enough, I
might wrun, So thousands of people
went,' he says - I think it was
four or five - "thousands of
people went and talked him inio
running and made different
offers.' Maybe he said, 'T will
run For $125,000." I do not
kriou . The hon. Lhe Leader of the
Opposition said thousands of
people contributed and, therefore,
thousands of people must have
asked him to take the job. T have
difficulty with that. I would say
Four or five people went, maybe
six.

MR. SIMMS:

Threh, I think.

MR. DINN:
Three probably.

Anyway, they said, ‘'We will pay
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$125,000 dif you run. We have
nobody else.. There 1s¢ nobody we
can see who can hbhe leader. The
aonly leader we had, we are aflter
giving him the knife.' That is
the +fenth or the elevenkh now.
'So,"' they said, ‘'we are looking
For somebody else now.' He sadd,
'Well, that 1s a pretty risky
job. We have had nine or ten or
eleven of them. I would need at
Jaast $125,000 just to stop Lhe
hleeding, din case they have &
night of the Jlong knives with
me, ' So they said, the four or
fiva of them, or the three or four
of them, 'We will give you
$125,000." He said, '"Okay . On
that basis, then, I will go.'

If that dis how it happened and if
that +dis how 1t 1s happening, then
I said that I would have to look
at Standing Order 77, Now, Lthe
Leader of the Opposition 4is versed
in rules of debate and, of course,
law, and maybe he will he able to
interpret Standing Orders 77 and
78. I read it in the House and 1
will put it in the record for the
hon. the Leader of the Opposition
again if he wants to hear dt.
What does he think?

"The offer of any money or other
advantage to any member of this
House, for the promoting of any
matter whatsoever, depending or Lo
he transacted in Parliament, is a
high c¢rime..." it says here. Now,
is he breaching Standing Order
77°7? Now, Standing Order 78 also
SAYS | "If it shall appear -

MR. SIMMONS:
(Inaudible).

MR. DINN:

My, God, he 1is getting better at
figures, Mr. Speaker, The hon.
the member for Fortune Hermitage
is getting really good at figures
now . He was not very good a few
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years back, but he 1s getting
right good now. He knows 78 comes
after 77 and everything. He would
be wise to wusa that now in his

ciphering haefore the end of
April. Th his ciphering he would

want to know about 77 and 78.

Standing Order 78 says, "If it
shall appear that any person hath
been elected and returned a member
of the House, or endeavoured so to
he, by bribery" - I do not know if
he was bribed. Did vyou offer him
$125,000 to run, or did you offer
him $125,000 to be leader? Tt s

hard to say - "or any other
corrupt practices, Ehis House
shall proceed with the utmost
seuerity against all such
persons. .. " That is serious

stuff, We are talking aboul the
hasic rules of the House of
Assembly. Ik has nol: heen
explained to my satisfaction yet
by the leader of the Opposition.
He tried to slough 1t off by
saying, "Well, Fhe Preiniar is
getting $6,000 that the P.C. Party
is paying him for expensaes.' To
hias $125,000 and now $50,000, I do
not think 1t compares at all, Tt
is not the same thing. It is not
guen 1in principle the samne thing.

Mr. Speaker, T think that these
things are still on the public
conscience, on the public mind.
They are not going to go away.
People will ask these questions
until the hon. the Leader of the
Opposition will destroy himself
like the “other leaders of the
Opposition we have had, the dozen
or so that we have had since
1972, Mr. Speaker, it s  not
going to go away. It is a serious
thing and T think that it is
incumbent on the Leader of the
Opposition ko answer those
questions.

He is going to have to answer them
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one of these days, anyway, because
what  wi1ll happen s bthe boys on
Lhe other side will get a 1little
bit Fed up wikh him one of these
days, when he does not perform,
and iF what we have seen over the
past few months as his performance
is what he 1s qoing to do for the
next while, they are going to get
upset with him pretty quick. And
when that happens, whether he
tells how it happened or not, they
will. They will get so upset Lhat

they will spill the beans on the
Leader of the Opposition, the Jjig
will be up then and people will

know. There is another Leader of
the Opposition who will die a
quick death.

I remember Mr. Roberts made & few
quips across the House when he was
Leader of the Opposition and I was
making a few remarks and T told
him to beware of the night of the
long knives, as a matter of fact.
A good fellow, hy the way, a great
parliamentarian, Heoo s a  real
sharp individual. T am surprised,
as a matter of facl, thalt he goes
on once a week or once a month
delfending the Liberal Party still,

AN HON, MEMBER:
(Inaudible).

MR. DINN:

The School of Hard Knocks was not
the school that he attended.
Silver Spoon School, I think, is
what it was.

Anyway, that 1s neither here nor
there. We cannot knock a fellow
for the way he was raised, it is
how he turns out.

MR. TULK:
(Inaudible) speech.

MR. DINN:

Yaes., Well, T could send my speech

out to the hon. member's district.
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MR. TULK:
I will send it out tomorrow.

MR. DINN:
Will you? Okay . How many would
you want?

There are 3,300 out
helieve,

there, T

MR. DINN:

Thirty-three hundred for ULhe hon.
member . I will if I can get the
Pages to cdo that.

As & wmatter of facl, +the Pages
will do that for the hon. member
L he will pay the postage. I do
not see why he cannot do it
himself . T know bthat he would he
interested in it He will
probably get it and read it night
after night, because I know as the
Opposition House Leader he will
want to keep up on the rules of
the House.

MR. TULK:
I need some copies.

MR. DINN:

Yes. Well, you might need
something. You are ¢going to need
a new leader, I think, before too
long. T do not know how you are
going to get rid of this one, but
you got rid of nine or ten in your
time . You did them all pretty
good, rhey all got tLheir just
deserts in one way or another, but
there is probably no one who will
deserve 1t more, When the night
of the long knives comes for Lhe
hon. member for Windsor - Buchans,
there s probably no one who will
deserve it more,. I know that 1is
coming, and he knows. He has &
$125,000 insurance policy which is
not going to help him when Lthat
night comes.

So, Mr. Speaker, with those few
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remarks, I want to say this to
finish up: I think the hon. the
Leader of the Opposition, when he
gets another opportunity 1n the
House, should not try to c¢loud the
issues, he should get up and tell
Lhe people how it s actually
happening SO that they will
believe him. And when they do,
who knows? He may be Leader of
the Opposition this ine fex b
year, Mr. Speaker. If he 1s din
Lhe -House at all, he 1s going to
be in Opposition a long time.

So, with those few remarks, M,

Spaeakar, T want to thank the
House. The hon. the member for
Fortune - Hermitage has to go outl

and do a little ciphering now. 1
do not know 1iFf he has got it done
yet this year, but he should get
out and do it because Uthe feds are
sticky, as the hon. member knows.

MR. SIMMONS:
Are you supporting the amendments?

MR. DINN:

Mr. Speaker, if he was here fFfor
the whole time I was speaking, he
would know that T supported the
amendments as very good amendments
to The Tnternal FEconomy Commission
Act. The hon. the House Leader
was out for a while. T will c¢lue
up my remarks now. The Leader of
the Opposition will, no doubt, get
a copy of Hansard tomorrow and go
throungh it to see if he can figure
out a way to get himself out of
this box, this corner that he has

painted himself into, My,
Spaakei. He ds qoing to have to

do it, and he 1is probably going to
have to do it bhefore bthe House
closes this year., Thank you very
much, Mr. Speaker.

SOME _HON. MEMBERS:

Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:
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geforae T recognize Lhe member for
St, John's North, we have three
questions Ffor The Late Show, Lhe
First ds From the hon. member for

St John's Fast, R am not
satisfied with the answers given
Iy Lhe Minister ofF the
Environment, and the Minister of

Forestry caoncerning the
fenitrothion spray program."” The
second that the hon. member for
Bay de Verde -

MR. EFFORD:
Port de Grave.

MR. SPEAKER:

Port de Grave. I am sorry. I am
very sorry. "T am not satisfied
with the answer given to my
questions by the Ministers of
Social Services." The third
gquestion 1s again from the same
hon. member Ffrom the same hon.,
district. ST am not  satisfied
with  the answer given by the
Minister of Health." Those will
be the three questions.

The hon. the member for St. John's
North.

MR. J. CARTER:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker,

MR. LLONG:
A point of order.

MR. SPEAKER:
A point of order, the hon. the
member for St. John's East.

MR. LONG:

Mr. Speaker, my point of order was
that T had risen to stand to
participate din the debate and I
understand it is the tradition and

custom of the House to go back and

forth. We just had a Minister
from the government side speak and
the Speaker went back Lo the

government side. I would just beg
for an opportunity ko wake an
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intarvention at this point, T do
not intend to uwuse a full half
hour, hy bthe way,

SOME_ HON. MEMBERS:

Oh, oh!

MR. J. CARTER:

There s no point of order, Mr.
Speaker., You have ko he
reasonably fast on your pins in
this House.

MR. LONG:

I was up before you were,

MR. J. CARTER:

If you are going to be like a
snail, then that 1is what happens.
I would assure the hon. member I
do not intend to he very long
either, so 1if he gilves way to me,
e will not have Jong to wait.

MR. SPEAKER (Parsons).:

To that point of order, the Chair
did look on both sides of the
House as the hon. Minister of
Mines had Finished and he did not
see anyone rise from his place.
The First one to rise was Lie hon.
member for St. John's North. The
saecond person to rise was the hon.
member for St. John's East.

T recognize the member for St,
John's North.

MR. J. CARTER:
Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker.

He must have bheen daydreaming
about a visit to the Soviet Union
or something.

Mr. Speaker, I find this bhill
very, very objecltionable, and for

the following reasons. There are
four ways that you can  spend
money . You c¢an  spend your  own

money on your self, in which case
you try and get reasonable value,

you shop around. Yau can perhaps
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spend your own money o someone
else, 1in which c¢ase you are pot
gquite as careful. IL s probably
a gift vyou are trying to give
someone., As long as you get
something for them, it does not
really matter whatk, vou feel vyou
have gotten your money's worth.
Or you can spend someone else's
money on yourself, You wmay bhe
fairly careful how you spend it,
but you like to spend as much as
you possibly can, or you can spend
someone else's money on  someone
else, in that case you do nolb give
a dame.

MR. EFFQRD:
That: is unparliamentary, Mr .
Speaker, it 1s unparliamentary.

MR. J. CARTER:
Tt dis parliamentary, Mr. Speaker,
and T will defend it. A dame is a&
small  Austrian coin named after
Maria Theresa.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. J. CARTER:
and to say 1 do not give a dame,
spelled d-a-m-e, is quite
parliamentary.

As far as T am concerned, the
Internal Economy Commission should
consist of, Speaker, Depuly
Speakear, a member of Executive
Council, and perhaps, and only

perhaps, one memher of the
Opposition, perhaps just a token
member of the Opposition. I do
nol: think T would even nildly
obhject to a memher of the
Opposition, T suppose for reason
sake, as long as he would

guarantee to keep quiel and be
there as just a watch dog, with
emphasis on the word 'dog.'

SOME HON., MEMBFERS:
Oh, oh!
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MR. J. CARTER:

Otherwise it 15 just an dnuvitation
to gut the Treasury. That 1¢ all
it dis, an dinvitation to gut the
Treasury, Jjust legalized piracy,
that is all this hill i,
legalized piracy, because I  krow
very well how much the Opposition
would like to have spent on their
gquarters, spent on their salaries,
spent on their trips, and spent on
their expense accounts. I know
what: i1 ds 1ike and T think it is
crazy.

Since being din this House and
beFore T have a&always counselled
restraint, and I would like to
Ehink that perhaps by being here I
have saved quite a few dollars
over the years.

We are not a wealthy Province. We
do  not have a lot of money to
spend on foolishness and the kind
of things that the Opposition
wants money spent on is  jJust
crazy, crazy.

I have no objection to legitimate
out of pocket expenses, and I did

go to the trouble when the
committee WA s meeting on

government @expenses, members
opposite will contirm this, -

MR. SIMMONS:
Has Napoleon reached Moscow yet?

MR. J. CARTER:
- that legitimate expenses, 1 have
no trouble with, but just figuring

out ways to cut the Treasury, 1T
think it is shocking. T really
do.

I really suggest that we should,
in this case, Mr. Speaker, - I
Lhink T can  sum up what I am
trying to say - we should obsarve
the golden rule, he who has the
gold, makes the rules. %o bhere.
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SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. LONG:
Mr . Speaker,

MR. SPFEAKFR:
The hon. the member for St. John's
Eask.

MR. I.ONG:

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

SOME HON, MEMBERS:
Oh, ohl

MR. RIDEQUT:
The hon. sook can speak.

MR. BAIRD:
He is rushin'.

MR. LONG:

Thanks also to the Minister of
Fisheries (Mr. Rideout) For such a
kind word. I just have no choice
at *times but to plead my case to
try and get some time here Lo
spaeak. T thought the member for
St. John's North might make a long
speech on fissues that T & sure
are very close to his heart. In
any case, he was brief and I will
also he bhrief before we get to the
late show this afternoon.

T want +to talk a bilk about the
bill that is in front of us on the
Internal Fconomy Commission and
say, by way of opening comments,
Lhat T think I would like to make
a personal note of congratulations
to Lhe fine initiative and qood
work that was made the the Leader
of my party in bringing forward a
proposal to the Premier on a

numher of occasions through
correspondence in the last couple
of years, to call on the

government to take action such as
we have seen 1in the form of the
bill that has been presented to us,
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The menilier for Menihek (Mr .
Fenwick) demonstrated in the case
of calling the Premier's attention
to the fact that we are the only
provincial jurisdiction in Canada
that d-icl not have opposition
maembhaership an thae Internal Economy
Commission. The memher For
Menihek demonstrated one wmore time
his foresight and clarity o
jissues relating to the operations
of the House. I would say, Mr.
Speakar, the perspective of the
member for Menihek, having been a
leader of one party and been a
single representative or member
For that one party for two full
sittings of the House is a
perspective that brings & unique
view to this Chamber from one who
has had great difficulty in
estabhlishing a certain presence,
not only in the Chamber, hubt also
in establishing some rights and
privileges as the member of the
House in terms of the provision of
services and the basic protection
of a member of the House of
Assembly, who nappens Lo bhe
sitting alone as one member of &
party.

In the lasl year, of course, Lhe
situation of the memker for
Menihaek has changed and not Lhere
are two of us. I think it was a
significant development in the
history of this Legislature when
the Speaker a year ago brought
forward a ruling to officially
recognize the New Democratic Party
as a third group, a third caucus
within the House of Assembly.

Mr. Speaker, I would say thabt in
the short time since I have been
here I have also come to
experience the frustration that
brought the membher for Menihek
(Mr, Fenwick) to a position where
he was appealing to the Premier of
the Province to establish an
ITnternal Economy Comnission with
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Oppos ition representation.

The difficulties that we have had
in making clear fFor all members of
Lhe House our stabtus as a party,
having been recognized as a third
group, is something that we
experience both in the daily
proceedings of business in the
House, but more importantly it is
something that e experience
outside the Chambher itself in
trying to conduct our husiness as
a third party and to represent the
many people who have sent us here,
both the people of Menihek and the
people of Sk. John's East.

It is has been c¢lear Lo me, Mr.
Speaker, that it is very difficult
o funchtion as & menber of {he
House din Lrying to - as Lthe Leader
of the official Opposition says,
digscharge ones dubiles, when one
does not know ko whom one mustk
appeul for basic support in
carrying out ones dulbies.

Mr, Speaker, we have in the past
had on occasion a need to appeal

to the Speaker Ehrough the
Internal Economy Commission for
basic services and necessary

supplies to run our caucus office
and have, on those occasions,
received an answer to an appeal
for support: that EE simply
expressed 1in terms of, 'No, your
request cannot be met and your
request has been denied.'

Mr. Speaker, we have not been able

to have any Access any
deliberation that may have
happened Wwilkhin the Internal

Fconomy Commission that might have
produced such a determination by
the Speaker that we would not be
allowed Lhe services and supplies
Lhat we have requested for our
of fice. ¢ have no indication of
any  rationale or  explanation or
arguments that  might  have beaen
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mnace in our Favour or
considerations that might have
bean made by membears of the
committee that would have produced
such a response fFrom the Speaker
to any requests we make,

We have been for some time, and
still are, quite 1in the dark and
we do not bhelieve that 1is a fair
way to conduct the business of Lhe
people of this Province when the
Hous-e of Assembly should be seen
as an entity dindependent of any
political affairs or “any
department of government.

The business of the House of
Assembly s something that should
bhe seen in an non-partisan way and
somalhing {fhat should he carried
out in an non-partisan way, That
dig  essentially  the purpose of  an
Internal Economy Commission, to
provide an cindependent  mechanism
which will govern the activities
of the Chambar and all hon.
members of the House of Assembly
fFrom all sides.

Mr Speaker, we have S EEn &
positive response from the Premier
in bringing forward this bill that
will allow for Opposition
representation, but unfortunately
it leaves us, as the third caucus,
in exactly the same position that
forced us to make representation

for this legislation, The
legislation does not guarantee
that our calcus wi 11 have

representation on the commission.

The Minister of Mines (Mr. Dinn)
when he spoke +Hin the debate sadid

that he thought Lhe
representatives of the official
Opposition would go about their

buusiness in appointmenis Lo this
commission in & fair way and
through a Flip of & coin wonld
make sure that both opposition
parties were represented,
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Well, of course, Mr., Speaker, T
had to lauagh at that. I bhad
already been having a Tlaugh at the
idea that this dis fair to all
memhers of Tthe House, bto suggest
that we Flip a coin and in that
way we will produce a fair resulk
in  which the dnterests of all
members of the House of Assembly
will be represented on this
comnission.

Mr. Speaker, T Ehink that s a

shameful way for members ko
suggest that the House of Assembly
should conduct its internal

business by tossing a coin. If it
happens that we in the third party
are cut out as a result of Lhat,
well, sobeit.

Mr. Speaker, that ds not good

enaugh For us . We are very
concerned. The business of this
Internal Commission is very
important to all individual
members and to all parties in Lthe
House, and we are guite
concerned., As a membher who
represents & district in St.

John's, T do not have the saune
kinds of difficulties that the
member for Menihek would have.

In kthe case, Mr. Speaker, of Lthe

Commission defining rules and
regulations governing allowances
to he macde fFor members from

oulside of Lown, what we have +is a
situation, Mr. Speaker, in which
Lhis Commiss-ion, iF we are not
present Ffor those deliberations,
will determine what allowancas
will be set and what rules and
regulations will be defined to
govern those allowances. Because
there is no provision in the bill
to bring forward the minutes of

these discussions, Lo bring
forward the minutes of any

meetings held by this Commission,
we will not have access Lo the
information that will e
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determined. S0 we could, as Lhe
meinher For Menihel suggested the
other day, be put [dn & position
where we may compromise our
posilion as members of Lhe House
ancd find ourselves in violation of
regitlations thall  are established
by the Internal Economy Commission
without cuen knowing so.

Mr. Speaker, we are prasenting bwo
amendments, which we will cdo
during the final reading, during
Committee stage, to the bill. The
first amendment, as the member for
Menihek has read into the record,
is to call for representation by
all recognized groups within the
House, and the second amendment is
to call for the minutes of the
meetings of the Commission to be
either tabled in the House or in
some way made public,

Mt . Speaker, Ehat ts  a basic
appeal to the government and to
the House to ensure that we, as
members of a third caucus, are
protected by the business theat
this Commission will carry out, by
Fhe decisions  thait 1t wmakes and
the rules and regulations that 1t
determines, Mr. Speaker. We  @re
quite concerned that we may be
placed 1in a compronising situsation

where, hecause Lhere are Nne
minutaes, bhecause we will not have

gquaranteead membership on Lhe
Comnission, we will not know what
the Commission 1is sebtting out as
riles and guidelines. We could bhe
in the position where we might be
in  violation of rules governing
the activities of Members of Lhe
House of Assembly.

Mr. Speaker, T would also say bhat
both amendments reflect our own
analysis ot Lhe situation of
Legislatures and their dinternal
governing committees across Lhe
country. The member Ffor Menihek
read into the record bthe other day
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a supvey Lhat was carried out by
the Canadian Legislatures
pubTication, a publicaltion of fthe

Government of Ontario, which
showed Ethat all Legislaktures in
tLhe country have Opposition

representation of all groups on
their internal hoards or
commi btees or internal
commissions. )

The Government House Leader may
not be as c¢lear, I an not sure if
this particular article has been
brought to his attention, bult my
reading of what is in this article
on the Canadian Legislatures shows
that all governing committees of
all Legislatures 1in some Form or
other bring the minutes of their

meektings, the minukes of the
discussions that determine the

rules and guidelines governing
membars, forward Lo the
Legislature or publish them and
make them available to the public.

Mr . Speaker, according to the
survey, every single one of then

in the Canadian Legislatures one
WAy onr Fhe olher mak e Ehve

deliberations of their dinternal
boards public record. (f they do
not publish it 1in a public way,
then all these commissions Aacross
the country are obliged to table
reports of their meetings to the
Legislature.

Mr. Speaker, what we are calling
for is quite consistent with the
initiative that the member for
Menihek undertook in the
heginning, the 1initiative of the
member for Menihek which brought

forward Lhis legislation. The
Premiar responded 1in & positive
way . Rut the membher for Menihek

is also being very consisbtaent -in
calling for Jegislation that would
only make sensae if it does  bwo
things . One Le to guarantee
representation to  &all  recoygnized
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groups within the House and the
other is to ensure that Lle
minutes of  any meetlings of  Lhe
Commission would be tabled in the
House .

Mr. Speaker, there are a nunber of
issues that have been raised i1n
this debate concerning ethics dn
government and ethics in politics
in Ehis Province at this point in
our history. I would say there
are - many outstanding questions
which I am sure we will hear more
debate on.

One Hdssue T would 1like to speak
to, which I +think might be the
subject of some discussion in the

Internal Economy Commission af
this House, 14 & further

consideration of the status of the
Lhird party.

For dnstance, Mr. Speaker, there
has been much debate about Lhe
roquired or  needed or  possible
salary levels for Leaders of
parties in  the House, both the
Leader of the Government Party and
the lLeader of Fhe Off Lcial
Opposition Party.

Mr. Speaker, I would say, at this
point - perhaps it is a kind of
personal intervention that I would
like to make - having worked with
the member for Menihek (Mr.
Fermick) and joined him atter he
had been Leader of our party for
six years, Leader of the party in
the Legislature of two years, and
now lLeader of an officially
recognized group for the last year
and a half, Fhat there 1 a
question, Mr . Speaker, of the
ability, the capacity of the
l.eader of the New Democratic Party
in this Prouvince to, as the Leader
of the Official Opposition (Mr.

Wells) SayYs, o discharge his
duties, given the current level of
remunaerat jon, M . Speaker, I
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would like to argue in this debate
that the leader of a third party,
the Leader of the New Democratic
Party in this House, 1is not the
same as any olher individual
member of Lthe House of Assembly
butb, in fack, carries particular,
anique  and  gpecial duties as a
leader of a recognized group in
the House and as a Jeader of a
party thak is gaining momentum and
growing all of the time 1in this
Province.

Tndeed, Mr. Speaker, the Tnternal
Economy Commission would be well
served Lo consider Lhe question of

remuneration For leaders of
parties in the llouse. But, Mr.

Speaker, from our point of view,
certainly from wmy point of view,
1t would make very little sense to
mak e | suggestion that Lhe
Internal Econamy Commission
consider whether the leader of a
third party might be entitled to
exbtra remuneration 1F there i¢ no
representation from that party
sitting in on those discussions.

What T an suggesting, Mr. Speaker,
is there are some fundamental
contradictions in Lhe internal
logic of the 1legislation as 1is
proposed. Tf the Tnternal Economy
Commission is able to do the job
Fhat the legislation s defining
for dit, then Gt must dnclude
representalion from all recognized
groups din the House. We, for our
part, do not look Forward to the

eslablishment of “n Internal
Economy Comnission with Opposition
representation that would he

dealing with the position of the
two  members of this recognized
group in the House without having
us present, It makes very little
sanse and it is cause fFor great
concern, M, Speaker, that we
might have “issues raised in that
Comnission concerning the level of
salary for the leader of the Cthird
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party, or indeed, Mr. Speaker, we
might have questions raised on - I
am suUre the Commission would
consider it -  requests din  the
fubture for sssistance Far our
caticus office.

For example, M~ , Speaker, e
helivwve thabt at  this point  din
history with modern technology
heing what it i s Lhat in  our

modest caucus office, such as it
is, -with only fwo mamnbers of Lhe
House of Assembly, we could make
good use of a word processor to
allow members of the House of
Assembly, as dndividuals and as

caucuses to conduct Lheir
business, ko represent Lheir
constituents with the aid of

modern Lechnology.

Mr. Speaker, ©if we were to make
such a request to the Internal
Fconomy Comnission we would have
no way of knowing what kind of
debate would happen within the
Commission as to the merits or the

de-merits of such an ildea. I
think that that would be & wvery
important and inkteraestling

discussion faor the Internal
Feconemy Commission Fo  carry outb.
But we would, under the rules of
this Jlegislakion, be deprived of
an opportunity to mak e
representation Lo Lhe Commission
on our own hehalf.

Mr.  Speaker, I am not going to
take too much more time, just a
couple of more minutes, I want to
conclude by saying thab GfF we &re
not. ahle to have some movement in
this Tegislation, Lhe way 1t is
presented, 1if we are not able to
have our amendments successfully
adopted, then we are going to
continuously he in a position of
rising on points of order and even
making our appeals public for some
more respect to be shown to the
members of  the third caucus, as
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recognized by bhe Speaker, thalt we
are nolt  heing given the Full
opportunity and  the respech and
space to carry out our dulties bthat
we have been sent here to do.

The people of St. John's East and
the people of Menihek, M~
Speaker, will nobt be well served
by the husiness of the Internal
Fconomy Commission if we do nok
have representation on that
Commission from the third party.

That 1s a very -important point of
principle, Mr. Speaker, and that

is what T would like to
particularly impress upon the
Government House Leader. By way

of closing, that 1is the essential
principle that Fhe manber for
Menihek and myself are bringing to
Lhis debale

n order ko adequately and
properly serve the dinterests of
the people of St. John's Fast and
Menihek, we must bhe guaranteed
representation on this Commission
a0 as not Lo compromise our
ahildity ko know whalbk rales govarn
us  and, also, to nokt compromise
our ability ko Function as wembers
of +the House of Assembly and as
members of a third parlky in this
Province which 1is growing every
day, day by day, and gaining
momentum.

T would suggest, Mr. Speaker, that
members of both other parties in
the House should give serious
consideration before the adoption
of such legislation. It may not
be long bhefore we, in this party,
are in A different position
gitting 1in this Chamber in terms
of the numbers of seaks, and that
members on  the government side
and, indeed, feanker s of the
official Opposition should take
care Lo consider what  position
they may find themselves 1in come
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the next election and when the
House of Assembly prorogues and
raconvenes, Lo exaunine Lhe seaking
arrangement that they wmight find
in the House of Assembly and the
possibility that, at some point in
the future, membhers of Lhe
government party or of Lle
official Qpposition might find
themselves 1in exactly the same
position that the member For
Menihek and myself find ourselves
in now, which is ko call for basic
measures of representation and
proktection of our rights anc
privileges,

With that, Mr. Speaker, I will
allow the government membhers Lo
respond.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

MR. FENWICK:
Hear, hear!

MR. STMMS:
Mr, Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
TF Ethe hon. wminister spemks now,
he will close the debate.

The hon. the President of the

Council.

MR. SIMMS:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

T just want to say a faw
concluding remarks in this
debate, I nust say that the
normal practice for a minister, if
he introduces A piece ofF

legislation, dis to take notes as
the debate progresses of points
that are raised and matters that
are brought up related Lo the
hill. Qther +than what was said on
this sidea, by members on  this
gide, I really have nothing Lo
respond to, very little to respond
to,

No, 25 R1322



However, the question of whao
should make up the new Internal
Economy Commission, and the member
for St. John's East (Mr. Long), I
just heard him as he concluded,
talked about how bthe people from
Menihek will not be well served if
somebody  from his party are not

represented on the Internal
Economy Commission. T honestly

think that is really stressing it
a biny Titkle bil. As & matter of
fact, the member Ffor Menihek has
already hold Lhe people of Menihek
that he does not want Lo represent
Lhem any wore, so T am not sure if
being represented on the IEC will
make any diffFerencae in bhat
respect,

T did have a c¢hance to briefly
Falk to the Leader of bhe NDP (Mr.
Fenwick) . I helieve he mentioned
it when he spoke earlier in the
debate about a couple of
amendments that he proposes. Just
so that he will not be wailting
with baited breath or anything for
the respond of the government to
i, I can indicate to him now bthat
we will not be supporting either
of them.

The amendment with respect to the
minutes, our proposal is that we
would refer that question to the
Internal Economy Commission and
let themn make Lhe decision and bthe

recommendation. If they S0
decide, Fine, Tt really dis not a

big deal. But we would prefer for

AN HON. MEMBER:
(Trnaudible.)

MR. STMMS:
Not everybody in the House can bhe
on the ITnternal Economy Commission.

MR. IL.ONG:
We would like Lo know.

L1323 April 28, 1988 Vol XL

MR. SIMMS:
Know what?

MR. LONG:

Whatever it is. (Inaudible)
published in the minutes, we will
not even know that.

MR. SIMMS:

Oh, yes, yaotl will, T Carn
guarantee you -

SOME HON., MEMBERS:
Oh, oh!

MR. STMMS:

I will give the member the
AGSHrANCE Lheat i the newly
structured Internal Economny
Comnission decides to publish the
minutes, we will dinform Lthe hon.
member for  sure. T terms of
amending the legislation for that
purpose, no.

The other question is the question

about where there are Lo
Opposition calcuses Now, M,
Speaker, this is a very, very
interesting point, The hon .

members down in the corner, often,
often say that they are recognized
as a caucus in the Hous e of
Assembly.

T raecall Your Honour's ruling when
that dinfamous incident occurred
and T believe Your Honour ruled
that the hon. members would have
the right () respond e
Ministerial Statements. I do not
recall  Your Honour wuling, 'They
are officially a caucus, they are
officially a party' or anybhing.

AN HON. MEMBER:
Yas .,

MR. STMMS:

No, he did not. He ruled bthat the
on, wmembers could respond lto a
Ministerial Statement. That 1s a
far cry. T ain —
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MR, LONG:
A point of order, Mr. Speaker,

MR, SPEAKER:
A point of order, the hon. the
membaer For SE. John's Fasl .

MR. SIMMS.

Hon. wmember, T only have thirty
seconds. I withdraw, okay? He
said b, Okay?

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

A point of order.

MR. SIMMS:
In the thirty seconds I have left -

MR. LONG:
On a point of order, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
A point of order, the hon. the
member for St. John's East.,

MR. L ONG:

The Govermnent House Leacder s
standing up and misrepresenting a
vary important  ruling  thalt  bhe
Speaker of Lhe House wmade and T
would appeal to Lhe Speaker to set
Lhe record skraight, it the
Govermnent House Laader does not
tuke the time to check the record
himself on what, to us, is a very
important ruling,

MR. SIMMS:
Mr . Speaker, ko  that point of
order,

MR. SPEAKER:
There 1s no point of order. The
hon. the President of Council.

MR. SIMMS:

Exactly. Rut, Mr. Speaker, since
he interrupted mny Erain of
Lhought, T am going to adjourn the
debate and finish it up on the
next day, hecause there are a few
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obher points T want Lo make .
Perhaps I will get back Lo that
particnlar issue.

Since it 1s 5:30, I adjourn Lhe
debata,

MR. SPEAKER:
The debate ds adjourned by the
hon. the President of the Councill.

Debate on the Adjournment
[Late Show]

MR. SPEAKER:

There are three questions for the
Late Show, The first one 1s by
the hon. memnber for St John's
East to the hon. the Minister of
Lhe Environment and the Minister
of Forestry. I do not know who it

is addressed to, or which
minister. It d1s concerning the

spray programne.,
The hon. the member for St. John's
rast,

MR. LONG:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker, I am not sure eilther
who on the govermnent side, which
of the ministers, would like to
fake the opportunity to speak to

this very important issue.
Perhaps bekween themselves, the

Minister of Forest Resources can
rise to the occas ion or the
Minister responsible for Lhe
protection of the anvironment
could speak to it. If the member

for Conception Ray Soulkh, as
former Minister of the

Enviromnent, wonld Tlike to have a
Few words, then by all means.

Fhe 1ssue, Mr. Speaker, s a very
important one. I was surprised to
see yesterday, when T  asked my

gquestion concerning the
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publication of a report that was
commissioned by the government's
own forest management people and
by Lhe Canadian Forestry Service,
that the Minister of Environment
(Mr. Russell) essentially wonld
not the responsibility for the
contents of the report and did not
really want to comment on the
questions T was raising about the
spray, Lhe application of
fenitrothion, versus Bt

Mr. Speaker, T ask the Minister of
Fnuironment if he would aduise the
House on whal position he might be
taking on Lhis dmportant matter in
his consulbation with the Minister
responsible Ffor Forest Resources
and Lands .

MR, FFENWCLCK:
Forest Resources.
lLands .,

He has lost Lthe

MR. LONG:
Oh, he has lost his Lands, okay,
along with a few other things.

Mr . Speaker, Fhe Minister of
Fhvironment declined comnent and
deferred to the Minister of Forest
Resources, and I believe was, 1in
fact, wanting me to put my
gquestion to the Minister of Forest
Resources.

Mr. Speaker, [ want to say that
the reason I put my question to
the Minister of the Environmmenk is
that I believe that this is
essentially an enviromnental dssue
and that the Minister fFfor the
Environment g sometines a
minister responsible for promoting
other priorities of govermnenl, bae
it industrial projects or Lhe

causes of ceritain proponent
interast groups. Mir,  Speaker, T
helieve Lhe Minister For the

Enuvironmernt does nol always see
his role as bheing the minister
responsible for the protection of
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our environment,

I helieve that the dssue of Lhe
continuaed use of the Fenitrobhion
chemical agent 1s a very serious
anvironmental issue. In fact, Mr.
Speaker, we do not need me to
bring khat concern to the House of
Assembly. For a number of years
e havae had wildlife groups,
salmon fishermen, environmentally
consciance individuals in this
Province, bringing Forward ke
evidence that has bheen accumulaled
all throughout North America, the
United States, other provinces of
Canada, and, indeed, in this
Province, that Fhe chemical
fenitrothion is a dangerous
sibstance to be Jetting loose 1n
our environment.,

Mr . Speaker, the Minister For
Foresh Resources eventually got up
and talked about this year Gthere
being an expansion ot the
application of the biological
agent Bt. I was surprised at his
response because I understood he
gave a differentk answer yesterday
than when he was asked 1in the
Estimates Committee only a week or
so ago @& similar question. He
said that the agent Bt would be
used on a much larger scale. It
would represent one-third of the
spray being applied this year and
it khere two-third fenitrothion.

Yesterday, My, Speaker, bhe
Minister of Forest Resources said
that it would he 25 per cenlt. So
we have gone from one third to one
gquarter of the application of Bt
in a couple of weeks. That, of
corrse, Mr. Speaker, has to raise
questions about Uthe commitment of
the governmenl, the comnibment of
the Department of Forestry, which

is responsible for Lhe Spray
programme, to dincrease, beyond &
s imple basl programne, the

application of Bt.
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Mr. Speaker, +if we have a report
Lhal: has been given Fo govermnent

that shows thal B is guite
efFecltive where it nag bhean
spraved, and dn fact can bhe shown
Lo e mor e efFfective than
fenitrothion, T do nobt see any
PeAEon why ke goverrinent i

unable to extend in an substantial
way khe uwse of lLhe spray Bi. Tt
seems that the scilientists and the
people who carry wikh them natural
concerns about the effect of
fenitrothion on Ehe enyironment
are strongly recommending, because
of the dangers of fenitrothion,
the use of Bt.

Mr. Speaker, I Jjust have a few
seconds to  clue up here and T
would offer, again, a challenge to
the Minister of Forest Resources
(Mr. R. Aylward) and to the
Minister of Environmnment and Lands
(Mr. Russell) that every single

independent group, agency or
individual who has considered this
question is calling on Fhe

government to reduce and begin to
curtail to a point of eliminabion
the applicalion of femitrothion,

r the only raason Wity this
government 3Js nokt able to move
Foward «  Ffull application of a
biological agent which has proven
ko he sensitive Lo Fhe
environment, Lf the only reason is
hecause bthae forest cowpanies, Mr.
Speaker, are not willing to pay
their share of Lhe increased
costs, then that is shameful,
inexcusable and unacceptable, Mr.
Speaker.

Thank you.

MR. FENWICK:
Hear, hear!

MR, SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Forest
Raesources.
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MR. R. AYLWARD:
Thank you, very nuch, Mr. Speaker.

It amazaes wme, My, Speaker, for a
person who g¢gets Five minutes Lo
elaborate on a quesktion bhat  he
was not satisfied with, I counted
six  ULiwmes  Lhalt he was completely
wrong in the five minutes he was
talking. :

'fuery independent group
recammends against fenitrothion,'
Lhat is one statement that he
made, which dis a wvery serious
one, There was a Royal Commission
set up on forestry which
recomnended the use of chemical

sprays including fenitrothion.
The Pesticides Advisory Roard

also, last year, recommended the
use of fFenitrothion.

M.  Speaker, fact, and Lhe nost
important fact of all ds that
there is one chemical registered
in Canada to uUse against Lhe
hemlock looper. The Fack is that
we are spraying against the
nemlock looper.

MR. FENWICK:
How can you use ong third Bt?

MR. R. NYLWARD:

Mr. Speaker, the first faclt is
that we  are spraying For the
hemlock looper and there bdis one
chemical registered Fo use in Lhat

spray programmne which is
Fenitrothion. Tk is used in
Quebec, it is used in N e

Brunswick, it has been used in
Nova Scotia, and 1s continuing to
he used in Quebec and New
Brunswick even this year, Mr,
Speaker.

We had a temporary permit last
year to experiment wibth Bbt, never
found bhefore to be effective with
hemlaock lTooper. Last year e
experimented with two  or  three
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different types of Bt . We
strengthened 1L wikh Diapel 176, T
belicve was the actual name of 1t,
under scientific conditions, very
well controlled and it was very
successftul.

Mr. Speaker, what we want to do
this year is get, again, a
temporary regisktration, if thakt s
necessary, bhecause we do not have
a full registration of the Bt, we
want a ‘temporary registration to
put 25 per cenkt of our spray
programmne - 90,000 hectares are
going to be sprayed - some 20,000
of it will be sprayed with Bt and
we want bo see if we can go from
the controlled environment that we
usaed last year and get  bthe sane
fype of resulis dn a commercial
spray  programne  Lthis  year. Mr .
Speaker, we are hoping that we can
so that we can increase the use of
DL in our forests,

Mr. Spesker, the bhon. member also
said that T said in the Estimates
Comirittee that we will be spraying
one third of our programme wikh
Bt . M . Speaker, this is
completely and absolutely wrong.
The socialists in this House have
their hands stuck 1in their ears.
When they want to hear something
that 1is convenient to them they
will hear it. I said the
companies pay and Lhe sSpray
programme goes one third, one
third, one third. That is the
cost of the spray programme, Mr.
Speaker. We will be spraying up
to 25 per cent, between 11 and 25
per cent is actually what I said,
T helieve, in the Estimates
Commilteea. We are planming to go
as much as 25 per cent din this
vear's spray proyramne, Mr .
Spaeakar,

The report thalt came dn last year

on Fhe effeck on wildlife +Hn the
area. His statement was that
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every group says that there is a
negative effFect on birds, salmon,
and figh and other flies and
insects, Mr. Speaker. The stucy
that has been done over the past
two  years, and will continue this
year, Mr Speaker, shows point
plank Lhat the evidence is
inconclusive that there are any
major effeclts. There are effects,
yes, As a matter of fact, Mr.
Speaker, the only dead songbirds
that were found last year were the
five or six that they shol Lo see
if they had depression in their
mind from the spray programme, I
I was Dbeing shot at, I  would
probably have a Tittle bik of
depression in my hrain,

That +dis the findings Tlast year,
Mr. Speakar. Ona spray they Found
so much depression in the birds,
the second spray they Ffound Tless
depression. So, how can you say
Fhat thab has any correlakbion, Mr.
Speaker? We are doing mnore
studies this vear Lo see whabt Lhe
effects are on some songhirds and
other aspects of the environment,
Mr. Speaker,

My department: is working vary
closely with the Department of the
Environment and will continue to
do so. We will do everything in
our power, Mr. Speaker, to protect
Lhe 25,000 jobs that are affected
hy the forest 1n this programme
and we will do everything we can
to stop the damage that is
occurring to our forests din this
Province .

Mrr. Speaker, there are 25,000 jobs
directly or indirectly affechted by
the forest in this Province and we
arne  having a hard enough  Limne
supplying enough trees to the
difFFerenl users right now, because
we are finding dncreasing demands
euery year For  the use obF  our
forests and we do not need bthem
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killed off Dby budworm or hemlock
looper.

The major concern wibth the henlock
looper, Mr. Speaker, ds that the
Lrees will die two years aflter Lhe

altack. At least with the
[uchaworm, we  had Five, six, or

seven years to try to salvage it.
After Fwo years of a hard hemlock
Jooper infeastation, Mr. Speaker,
the trees will be good for nothing.

Thank you.

MR. SPEAKER:

I now call on the hon. member for
Port de Grave who is nobk salbisfied
with the answer given to him by
Lhe Minister of Social Services on
the poverty level.

The hon., the member for Port de
Grave,

MR. EFFORD:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker,

I would Tike to draw the Minister
of Social Services attention to
what T an about o say. T would
have preferred not having to do
this Ehis afkternoon because I
would have expected the Mindister
of Social Services would be Aawarae
of the sgituation with the children
of his Province ancd with {he
many, many families in Lhe
Province from the numerous times
this Opposition party, in the Tlast
Fhree years, have brought 1t o
his akttention.

It is nok something that we on
this side or any member of +this
hon. House of Assembly takes any
pride din bringing out in public
and nor should we have to, hecause
when we have twenty-two and a half
cabinet positions in this
government you would think that
aach winister would bhe able to
represent and to run his
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department and to protect and to
look aftar the priorities and
needs of the people  of Lhis
Province, not so wikh the Minister
of Social Services.

It dis & bit disappointing actually
bacanse when he became minister he
gave a very clear message, Mr.
Speaker, Lhalt he wonld, with his
hackground in social services,
with  his experience dn politics,
that he knew the problems with the
social services recipients in this
Province and he would, with all of
his  enerqgy and his hackground,
change things and make things
hetter,

Newfoundland is certainly bhehind
the rest of Canada in almost every
aspeclk and ik is due to Lhe
administration that we have had
For the last, I suppose, seventeen

years, But there comes a point in
time when someone has got Lo
recognize how serious this
situation 4s.

When the Minister of Social

Services rises ko his Feet, it is
no good for him to get up and be
¢critvical  and start abbaclking me.

T am not attacking him. I am
Lrying to point ot how serious
this situation is. I should not
have +o do  this. When he was
appointed Minister of Social

Services, he assuined b he
responsihility for the social
needs  of all the people in this
Province,

When we received & report, Mr,
Speaker, yesterday which shows we
had 27 per cent of the children of
this Province 1living din poverty,
Ehen there is definitely something

wrong. Oour 27 per centl is
compared to the rest of Canada's
16 per cent, There is somebhing
desperately WO g WhL b Lhe

Department -of Social Services
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What made it even more shocking,
Mr. Speaker, was khe fact that the
Minister of Social Services did
not  know the Figures nabionally,
or provincially. That 18 a wvery
serious situalbion, when we have ko
have the national Welfare Council
Lo point oub to khe Department of
Social Services of this Province
how serious the situation actually

1s.

When we look at how much money 1is
heing spent in salaries in the
Department of Social Services, we
are talking about some $60 million
plus, salaries that are being paid
ot to the Department of Social
Services, and we have to look at
the situalion where somebody Fron

another province has got to Dbe
brought i Lo say, "Look,

Newfoundland, at the children dn
Newfoundland and 27 per cent are
living below the poverty Jline.'

The minjister very clearly is going
Lo stand Lo his Feeb and talk
about the programmes that are
beaing reinstated in his Department
over the last twelve Lo fifteen
years . MHe is going ko talk about
the community development
programmes and, no doubt, at the

beginning, when those community
development Programnes Wer e

initiated in his department, they
probably were the best at the time.

It should have been looked at as a
trial basis, but the minister and
all of his officials and all of
his staff knows full well that
they are not the answer to the
situation dn Social Services dn
this Province, That 1is  just not
the answer.

'mere i o way yOoul can  take
somebody, put them into the
workforce For  Len weeks, earning
$200 @ week, at $5 an hour, then
afFter the ten weeks, they go back
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on unemployment insurance, where
they receive approximately $120 Fo
$125 a week. During the waiting
period, hetween e communi by
daevelopment programme and their
unemployment insurance, they are

three to four, five waeks,
whatever ik takes, they are

without any money.

Then, they go on the unemployment
insurance where, because they have
just come out of a job development
programme, they have assumed a
total bill, they have to go back
and try ko get the department to
pay their rent, and to pay other
subsidies that they have lost
since they dropped from $200 a

week down  to $12% a week. Arrcl
that takes another six or seven

[PYIGHER (I

The sitnation +ds not only the fFact
that the financial means 1s not
Lhera in  lthaose  jobs, whal: 3
needed in this Province, what s
needad in Lhe Department of Social
Services, is to develop @
programie  to  train people o gel
of f the dependency an Social
Services, and to gek into the work
force on their own.

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

MR. EFFORD:

That quick, Mr. Speaker?

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. the
Services,

Minister of Social

MR. TOBIN:
Mr. Speaker, the hon. gentleman
gels up in Lhe House and kries to
speak as some sorlt of an expert on
Social Services progeammes  and  he
clues up by saying we should have
some  sart  of  training mechanisn
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put in place.

I do not  know where Lhe  hon.
gentleman has been all the time,

M. Spaaker, Wer have saveral
Lraining programmes din  place in
this Province. As @& matter of

fact, 14t was only recently we had
over in Fortune, Mr. Speaker, over
in my colleague's district Ffrom
Grand BRank, we had a big wajor
training programne this year. It
was only a faw weeks ago myself
and my colleague were down in
Fortune dealing with bthalt training
programnes . As a matter of fact,
it has been very, very effective.

Just recently, we  were ouk Lo
visit another major training
programne we are involved in wikh
one of the organizations here 1in
St. John's in  terms of Lraining
people for day care facilities.

Mr. Speaker, the hon. gentleman
geks up and he condemns the
Community Development Programme .
T find 4t somewhat Lrange that
the hon. gentleman an  come 1in
here and say everykhing is  bad

S
o

about Lhe Comnunity Development
Programne when s omne of his
colleagues are Jooking to me to
kry to getk S 0ne additional
developmenlt programmes approved in
Lheir consbituencies. T suggest

that the caucus get together over
there and decide on where {they are
coming from as ikt relates to the
programnes .

The hon. gentleman said that T was
going to get up and attack him. I
can say to the hon. gentleman that:
T have neyer attached anyone
personally in this House. I have
attacked policies, but when it

comes Fo dealing with
personalities, Mr. Speaker, I am
not there, that is where his

leader is.
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AN HON. MEMBER:
No, no, no.

MR. TOBIN:

No, Mr. Speaker, as a makter of
Fact some of your colleagues just
recently said to we that T am nok
one who attacks people personally
[} Uhe House ard T challenge
anyone there to prove otherwise
thal: T have ever said anything

personal to any membenr ouar
therae. T have dealt wibth issues,
M. Speaker, but I have never,
ayear dealt Wi b h anybthing
personal, I say that here and
nobhody over Lhere can prouve
otherwise. The Leader of the
Opposilbion (Mr . Wells) Ls the
expert in personalities, M.

Speaker, and it does nob auger
very well for him either.

As it relates to what is
happening. I say again what I
said yesterday . We in this

Province gobt to get control ouveaer
our own destiny. We have to be
able to deal wikth the -~ as the
member for Port de Grave (Mr,
Efford), My, Speakear, mentionead
here today as it relates to the
poverty Tline, bthe people who are
living below the poverty line, we
arae  conscious, Mr. Speaker, as a
people, T guess, 1in the Province
of what the situation is. Bul we
are doing the bhest available to us
with the resourcaes bhat we have
available. Until such btime that
e CHn yet conbtral ouearr our
resources and getl Lhe Finances
available Lo us, that we deserve,
Mr. Speaker, do you think this
govearmnent and Lhe peaple of
Newfoundland would not ike o
have Hibernia going a Tlong time
ago?

lLet us face 1t, how often in this
House when T came here fFirst did
we see resolutions going? Did we
see Lhe Liberal Party not
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supporting Lhe Province in termns
of trying to get Hibernia going?
Did wie Goo the Federal
Newfoundlandeyr M. Ps. in  Ottawa,
the |iberal M.Ps. siding with the
Chretiens and 1he Lalondes? Did
e e L he lLeader of the
Opposition, the legal Jawyer
acting on behalf of these people,
the federal Liberal government, to
try and deprive Newfoundlanders
the right to their resources?

If we had that +type of funding
available to us, we would be able
to do the things that need to be
done 1in the social programmes of
this Province, As a government we
want ko do it We are going a
long ways towards doing it As T
said so often, we have increased
our budget din the Department of
Social Services by 159 per cent,
Mr. Speaker, since 1979, That is
A very significant dincrease.

This year, Mr. Speaker, btheras s
approximately 1 think $20 million
increase in the hudget to address
ours  various programmes in  each
division. tach division will
receive, Mr, Speaker, additional
funding.

As 1t relates to bthe $60 million
that is in the budget, Mr .
Speaker, that we are paying for
salary which the hon. gentleman
said, I helieve, he said, i
excess of $60 million -

Mr. Speaker, the hon. gentleman
asked the question and now he does
not want ko listen to the answer.

We do have a very competent
staff . As a matter of fact, there
is somewhere in Lhe area of 1,000
people working for the Department
af Social Services, S OINR vary
capable and able people, and we
are trying to address it
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Ne Tact of the mathter tis, 1s that
as a governmant and G Y
NDapartment  of  Social Services we
are trying to do what needs to be
done  and what we can do with bhe
resources that are available to

LS,

Thank God, Mr. Speaker, for the
Leadership of the Premier of thisg
Province since 1979, Things may
begin Lo happen. We may get

control of our destiny. I am
sure, Mr. Speaker, that dis his
dream. Tt is the drean of this

government that we can have, Mr.
Speaker, the funding put in place
so we can do with the social
programmes in kthis Province what
we want to do, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

I'he hon. Lhe minister's bLime has
elapsed.

MR. TORIN:

Okay, Mr. Speaker. T will btake it
easy, but I know what Lthe hon.
gentleman is saying.

MR. SPEAKER:

The final question 4§ also fron
the hon. the wember For Port de
Grave, who 1s not satisfied with
Lhe answer given by the hon., the
Minister of Health with, regard Lo
the Hoyles/Escasoni Complex.

The hon. the member for Port de
Grave.

MR. EFFORD:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

I have to make one quick reference
o what the Minister of Social
Services just said when he said,
" Thank God for the Premier of this
Province . ' Thank God for the
Pramiaer of this Province, when we
have one 1in  every four children

No. 25 R1331



starving. Thank God for the
Premier of this Province! That 1is
a good statement to make.

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

MR. EFFORD:

Mr. Speaker, the question T asked
Lhe Minister of Health this
afterncon during Question Period
is a copntinuation of questions
that 1A are putting to Lhe
Minister of Health, and T can see
by his attitnde right now, he s
just  as interested as he was
earlier this afFternoon. Jt ods in
relation to the situation that has
been of vast public knowledge over
the last several years.

T did not realize until & meeting
I had with an official of Lthat
home, who is no longer working
there, who just recently rebired,
that so many reports have been put
to the Department of Health stince
1979.

T indicated that in Question
Period earlier, in 1979, 1981,
1983, 1985, and 1987 reports were
done hy officials of the
Department of Health and the
former Minister of Lhe Department
af Health  and each and avery
report indicated very clearly the
sltuation and conditions of the
staff and residents of both of
those  homes. Fach report very
clearly said that until adequate
staff, nursing assistants

janitorial, kitchen staff, and all

of thosea, are addressad, Ehat
conditions cannot c¢hange, nor can
the resicdents of those homes
receijue the proper Care they

deserve.

Now, it only Ekakes a few dollars
and the attention of the
Department of Health, The answer
that the Minister of Health always
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gives 1s that there 1is not enocugh
money available.

Mr . Speaker, I want Lo read
yesterday's Hansard, April 27, an
answer given to my colleague from
Fogo by kthe Praesident of Treasury
Board. He said, "The Premier said
ak Lhe prass conferaence Ehvect
whatever money 1is required to do
it, we are going to have to do

it So there 1s no question of
concern abonl money . " That s an

the pay equity thing that has come
befFore MAPE. There is no queskion
about the concern over money .
There is lobs of money available.

I W have lols of money
available, why would the Minister
of Health allow the situation to
continue in the Hoyles Escasoni
Complex khat is continuing. Lt is
no good to shrug and to hide and
say it is not happening because it
is a fact.

When you get the residents and the
winister's own  management staftf,
that just came in under
Extendicare, ceamme publicly on CBC
Radio, and stated very clearly,
yves, the problems are Uthere; yes,
there is a shortage of staff; yes,
there are problems even with the
construction ofF the home  where
senior c¢itizens have to climb up
éan embankment to gel into @
bhathtulb. It is a very, vary
sarious situaktion,

A1t we are asking and all the
residents of the home are asking

for is proper, decenl care. Thu
staff are not asking for extra
thonsands of  dollars in wages.
They are asking for extra staff to
be hired on §0 Ehadt: Lhey,

themselves, can give the proper
care that the residents of Lhe
home deserve.

They are senior citizens. Most of
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them are bedridden. Most of them

hawe Alzheimer 's diseasan, SO
senile that they cannot think For
themselues, ancd we allow  those

people to Tive no better, in some
insbtancaes, according Lo reporis
they gave themselves, than cattle
in a harn and we just do not give

a second thought Lo it

How can the Minister of Health
Lake it as lightly as he is doing
there now, and bhe so humorous
about the situation, when we are
talking about over three hundred
residents, just next door to the
Confederation Building, 1living in
these conditions. If the minister
wants us Lto get down on our knees
and beg, we will do that. TF that
will correct the situation, e
will beg for the rights of the
senior citizens of Hoyles and
Escasont. There is no reason in
this day and age, when money is
being wasted by Lhis governmeni:,
that “ny government should he
allowed bto permil a sibuab+don suach

ae i taking place in Lhese
Homes . T heg lthe winisher o

correct this situaltion.

SOME HON. MEMRBERS:
Hear, near!

MR. SPEAKFR:
The hon. the Minister of Health,

DR. COLLTNS:
Mr. Speaker.

DR, COILINS:
Mr . Speaker, I think the hon.
member Jjust argued a very good

case. He argued very
effectively, If there ever is

another leadership race across the
way, it could bhe very, very close
because I think the hon. menber

It never has been a race, as such,
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DR. COLLTINS:

No, but if there s, they might
change Lhings. You have to have
many  people looking For something
Lo have a race. Ancd in most cases
you have to try to entice people
Lo take on the Tleadership. Rut
there is a race, T think bthe hon.
member has & good chance at it
because he argues well and he
argues vigorously, and he argues
sincerely. The only *thing 1is he
does not argue from a factual
base. No one is perfeaect. No one
is perfect, of course. But 1if he
eauar got his facts straight, I
think that he would be an absolute
wao !

Mr . Speaker, just to put Lhe whole
matter din  context, we in  this
Province are doing very, very well
for our senior citlzens. We are
not  doing as well &as we would
like. This government will never
bhe sabisFied with iks services.
Nevear! When we get the oil, when
we getb Labrador power, when we get
another ten Sprung greenhouses in
Fhis Province, when we geb all of
these things and the money rolling
in, IES w1l st nayar b
satisfied that NI are gilving
sufficient services to our people.

In our view, the sky s the
Timit. Having said Ethat, I do
have to say that we are managing
extremely well in almost all
areas, with the means available to
us at this time,. When T look at
many services that we are giving,
many  programmes, T an amazed how
well we are governing.

This body of men on this side of
Ehe House, I suppose, are giving
the best government in the Western
world,

SOME HON. MEMRBERS:
Hear, hear!
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DR. COLLINS:

If I wanted to be boastful, I
would get into hyperbole, an
exaggeration, but I want to be
very modest. I will merely say we
are giving the best government in
the Western world, and probably in
history. As evidence of that,
hon. members will remember -

MR. LONG:
A point of order, Mr. Speaker,

MR. SPFAKER:
order, please!

A point of order, the hon. the
member for St. John's East,

MR. | ONG:

A vaery brief point of order. i
heard 1he minjister refer to Uthe
body ofF men on bthis side and I an
wondering 4f the minister dis not
including the  hon. Ministaer of
Justice (Ms. Verge) in the good
works that the governmant are
doing.

MR. SPEAKER:

I think the hon ., member must
realize that thatb is not a point
of order, It is more a point of
interruption.

The hon. the Minister of Health.

DR. COLLINS:;

Mr. Speaker, I have the highest
regard For my colleague, the
Minister of Justice, who is a lady.

SOME HON., MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

DR. COLLINS:
The only thing is she 1is not 1in
the House.

Fuveryone, Jady, girl, whatever,
WOMAT . MThat is  the okay word
these days. Anyway, she does not
happen Lo be in the House at this
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point in time and T was directing
my remarks particularly to those
in the House,

Hon. members will remember thalb we
had a bhed study. Now that bed
stucdy came up with a figure of Lhe
number of chronic beds we should
have in this Province, taking into
consideration the number of senior
citizens we have in this Province,
and it came up in round figures to
2,000, Wa should have 2,000 level
II and level III care beds in this
Province Lo handle the number of
senior citizens 1in this Province.
We havae 2,300, In the Tlask nunber
of years we added, T think it was
284, Il are going to, uary
shortly, add, because lthey are now
nnder construction and aboult Fo be
open, something over 215, 1 think
itods.

So we are doing our very hest, and
we are doing exemplarily with the
means available Lo us, Arnd, the
Hoyles Home is part of that
excellent job that we are doing.

SOME MON, MEMRBERS:
Hear, hear!

DR. COILLINS:

For instance, there are 410
residents in the Howe over Lthere,
there are 465 staff. There is

more than one s balf For each
resident, That dis just an example
of how well we are handling Lthat
home .

on motion, Fhe House ak ibe
rising, adjourned until tomorrow,
Friday, Apeil 29, 1988 &t 10:00
asL .
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QUESTION NO. 51

QUESTION: Mr. Efford (Port-de-Grave) - To ask the
Honourable the Minister of Health to lay upon the
Table of the House the following information:

When will the freeze on construction of new
nursing homes be lifted?

RESPONSE: In the Budget Speech of April 2, 1987, Government
announced a three year freeze on construction of,
or expansions to, nursing homes.

The period of the freeze will end on March 31,
1990, at which time a further assessment shall be
undertaken.



QUESTION:

RESPONSE :

QUESTION NO. 11 pepdaihas oo el TY

-]\<g »LTAA#/V / /(58:2§{

Mr. Efford (Port-de-Grave) - To ask the Honourable the
Minister of Health to lay upon the Table of the House the
following information:

1. Invoices, vouchers, receipts, etc., to cover the cost of
accommodations, travel, car rentals, and entertainment
incurred by the Minister, Parliamentary Assistant and/or
Parliamentary Secretary and other Members of the
Minister's staff in the Province between the dates of
November 25th and December 18th, 1987, inclusive.

2. List regions visited during that period and for what
purpose.

1. One voucher and invoice attached covering the cost ($300)
of a dinner meeting for eight persons at the Stonehouse
Restaurant on December 17, 1987. The Minister of Health
hosted a dinner meeting with the executive officers of
the Newfoundland Medical Association to discuss various
matters of mutual concern.

One travel claim attached covering Minister's attendance
at a Social Policy Meeting in Lewisporte November 24/25,

1987.

2. Lewisporte - Social Policy Meeting
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