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The House met at 3:00 p.m.

MR. SPEAKER (McNicholas):
Order, please!

Statements by Ministers

MR. BUTT:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Culture,
Recreation and Youth,

MR, BUTT:

Mr . Speaker, on May 3rd I
announced a bold, new initiative
designed to improve the network of
services and facilities din our

seventy-five provincial parks. I
am happy to announce that the
original deadline for mailing of

applications under the private
sector dinitiative programme, May
23rd, has been extended to the end
of the month, Tuesday, May 31lst.

Just Lo refresh hon. members'
memory, the policy encourages

participation of private sectlor
companies, groups, persons and
non-profit organizations in our
provincial parks. While
NewFoundland and lLabrador has an
impressive and attractive park
sysktem which offers a wide range
of recreaktion activities and
outdoor experiences, we feel there
is room for additional services to
enhance the enjoyment level of
park users and visitors.

At this time, Mr. Speaker, I would
like to inform hon. memnbers that
the response to the private sector
initiative has been tremendous and
confirms that the entrepreneurial
spirit is alive and well dn this
Province. Despite the short
notice given the public, as of
this morning we had twenty-—-two
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applications on file and several
more are expected, particularly in
light of this deadline extension.
Judging by the number of verbal

enquiries and requests for
information kils detailing tLhe
programme, interest in taking

advanltage of Lhis offaring ig

extremely high.

The following is a breakdown of
what has taken place so far, Mr.
Speaker: The twenty-two
applications encompass & variety
of activities ranging from food
concessions -  mohile and fixed
rigs - to recreation equipment
rental and c¢raft sales. The most
popular parks are located on the
Aualon Peninsula but we have also
received applications for parks in
all other regions of the Island

and in Labrador. As of this
morning, bhe Departmaent ol
Culture, Recreation and Youth bhas

mailed oulk 197 informabion Kkits:
eighty to the Avalon region,
Forty-fFour to Lthe FEastern region,
twenty to the Central region,
thirty-nine Lo Lthe Western region
and fourteen out of Province.

A special reyie committee,
comprised of three senior

government officials, ds in place
and has met Lo study the terms of
reference and examine some of CGhe
proposals.

Mr. Speaker, I amn confident the

deadline extension will allow
prospective applicants to submit
their proposals in a more

comprehensive fashion. Ak the
same time, the extension should
not impinge on our effort to
ensure that these new services and
Facilities are in place For this
camping season,

Attached to the statement, M,

Speaker, are some statistics for
the henefit  of hon . members .
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Thank you,

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. WELLS:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the
Opposition.

Leader of the

MR. WELLS:
Thank you, Mr, Speakeaer.

When +the hon. minister announced

this initiative in Lhe First
place, we commended both he and
the government: on their
endeavours., It is a good
encdeavour, but il las Lo e
handled carefully, as we indicated
at the time. There are a number

of small communities in this
Province c¢lose to parks which rely
heavily on the use of parks in
Suinmer For economnic activity din
the community, for an addition to
it.

I will just use an example: In my
own district of Windsor - BRuchans,
the community of Badger relies
fairly heavily on trade generated
from people using Catamaran Park,
and I hope that the minister will
be sensitive to the needs of these
small communities adjacent to our
parks when he makes his decision
and will take this dinto account.
Thank you, Mr., Speaker.

MR. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for St. John's
East.

MR. LONG:

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker, [ have to say Lo the
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Minister of Culture, Recreation
and Youth, as I  did when  he
brought in his dinitial statement,
that it seems to me the department
is quite confused as to how to

proceed with this programme .
There ds no dindication Ffrom the
minister that any of the
twenty-two applications the

department has received have bean
approved.

Now, tomorrow 1is the start of the
Victoria Day Weekend and there
have been letters to the editor
and talk amongst the public about
whebher Lhey CAan expect pizza
stands or, as the minister Tlikes

Lo Ltalk aboul, popcorn concessions
in the provincial parks. There
Was no indication From the
minister today whether the
concessions will be opening whaen
the parks open this weekend, I

would say  that that not  only
reflects a lack of preparation of
this programme but reflacts some
of the administrative difficulties
that the department is having.

I would also say to the minister,
when he talks about almost 200
enquiries being received, that
there 1is no indication of just how
many concessions might go din any
one place, so that at Bulbterpot we
might see dozens of small
concession stands of various
kinds, and in the next park, down
the road, we wmight see nothing. I
would suggest, Mr, Speaker, that
whal:  bthe minister has dndicated
again today dis that this programne
has not heen properly prepared and
does not seem to bhe working very
well as we head into the Victoria
Day Weekend.,

MR. TOBIN:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Social
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Services.

MR. TOBIN:
It gives me great pleasure today

Lo inform hon, members that
$481,640 has been approved for
sevaen Employment Enhancement

Projects.

These projects, Mr. Speaker, will
create a total of 53 jobs for some
1,382 work weeks For social
assistance recipients to enhance
their emplovability.

The Emplovmment Enhancement
Programme of Employment
Opportunities resulted from the
need to enhance the employability

of some social assistance
clients. With this goal in mind,
a three year jointly funded

agreement was made between the
federal and provincial
govaernments . This agreement 1s
sometimes referred to as the four
cornered agreement because of the
4 government departments involved,
namely, Social Services, Career
Development and Advanced Studies,
Heallth and Welfare Canada and
Employment and Imnigration Canada.

fmployment Enhancement is uniquely
different fFrom Lhe successTul
Community Development Programme
initialed by this Govarnmentl .
Qutside the fact that there is
federal involvement, there is also
a training/academic component that
has prouven very successful  in
reintroducing some of our caseload
clients hack dinto the workforce
permanently, or motivating them to
continue their education.

I would like to point out Lto the
House today that to date, so far
Lhis vyear Employment Enhancement
has created a total of 473 jobs as
a resullt of our allocation of
$3,250,000 which had heen
allocated for this programme .
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These jobs represenkt 11,886 work
weeks .

The results of this programme have
been fantastic. Mraining projects
such as Hospitality Mangemeant:,
Mining Familarizaltion and Survey
Rodperson, Aguaculture, Fur
Farming and Reforestation Training
are just a Few areas heing touched
by this programme.

Mr. Speaker, deltails of projects
approved today will be distrbuted
later bhis afternoon through
Newfoundland Information Services.

MR. EFFQRD:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon., the member for Port de
Grave.

MR. EFFORD:

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker, when you look at the
natural resources around this
Province, fish farming and many
other things, it 1s a shame Uhat
we are no better off in 1988 than
we are lLoday, in thal most of our
population has to depend on the
Department of Social Services for
a jobh. It 1is the c¢rying shane,
Mr . Speaker, Lthe situation we are
in.

The minister Says that the
Employment Enhancement Programne
i1¢  uniquely different from the
Successful Commnunity Nevelopmant

Programme . I am glad it 16
different, because the Comnunity
Development Programme is not
nearly as successftul s the
minister +is trying to portray, it
is putting people further back

economically than they were on
social services.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
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Hear, hear!

MR. EFFORD:

And the minister 1is well aware of
the situation these people are
being placed into.

Now just recently, Mr. Speaker -

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Oh, oh!

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

MR. EFFORD:

Just recently, Mr. Speaker, the
report of the National WelFfFare
Council of Canada stated that in
thraee Areas . the numher o1
families, the number of single
people and the number of children
- our percentage of people living
in poverty was Tar ahove any olbher
province of Canada, Of the ten
provinces in Canada, we topped Lhe
list of the number of people
living in poverty.

I congratulate the minister on
this programme, because it 1is the
type of programme we need. We
need to educate, we need to train
our people, and wmore money should
be put dinto this programme than
into the Communitly Development
Programne so people can be trained
properly to get into the workforce.

The only question I would ask tLthe
minister and ask the government
is, after the people are trained,
what do they have to look forward
to except leaving the Province Lo
find work? Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

SOME JIION., MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. FENWTCK:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
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The hon. the member for Menihek.

MR. FENWICK:

Mr. Speaker, we have, I think it
can bhe called, the hasic
philosophical argument with the
direction of job creation of this

govermment . Not that we do not
think that training social

services recipients for work in
the private sector 1s not & good
idea, but it is the kind of
project you put din place after
vour basic social services are at
a reasonable level for the people
of bthis Province. And my argumant
to the Minister of Social Services
and the government over there s
that they are not at a reasonable
leval,

We have a major c¢risis in several
important areas, including
education and health especially,
and especially looking after the
chronic care old age people in our
Province who need help. Just to
highlight one particular proposal
that was put in here, the
Communily Development Programme,
which was a sort of brother of
this programme, set up a programne
in which people would visit old
people in their homes and help
them to stay there longer so that
they did not need the dependency
of the wvery short chronic care
facilities that we have in this
Province .

Mrr. Speaker, those are the kinds
of projects that I think should be
expanded greatly, but not under a
Len or twentky week make  work

programne ., They should he &
permanant Facility of the
minister's department or Lhe

deparbtment of  Healtbth, or which
ever department wishes Lo take
responsibility For it. Because
what 1s happening d1s that since
Lhe people who require that care
cannot count on it, they are
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trying to get into the senior
citizens facilities much earlier
{han they really need to, putting
more pressure on the entire
chronic health care system.

So, I would say to the government
over there, these are great
projects to pul ‘into place but you
have not done your basic job. Get
your basic job done, of Jlooking
after the people in this Province
who are sick and not able Lo look
after Lthemselves. Get that 1in
place, and once that i1s there and
we have Lhat working smoothly,
maybe we can start looking at
helping to create jobs in the
private economy. But let us do
our own job first.

DR. COLLINS:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Heallh.

DR. COLLINS:

Mr. Speaker, this is not the usual
type of statement T want to make
just know. I just want to inform
the hon. House that the hon. the
Premier has an important
Ministerial Statement to make and
he is inadvertently delayed.
Possibly Lhe House wmight consider
reverting briefly to Ministerial
Statement when he returns, but
that request will bhe made at the
time ., I just want Lo inform the
House, at this time, of Lhat
situation.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the
Opposition,.

Leader of the

MR. WELLS:

If the hon. the Premier has an
important Ministerial Statement to
make, I Lthink we ought to hear
it. 1 agree to revert.
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MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for St. John's
Easl.

MR. LONG:
I am presuming that would be right
al the end of Question Period.

MR. SIMMS:

Whenever he gets here, We would
not dinterrupl Question Period.

MR. LONG:

Right. Okay.

Oral Questions

MR. W, CARTER:

Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the
Twillingate,

memb e for

MR. W. CARTER:

Mr . Speaker, my question  would
normally go the Minister of
Development (Mr. Barrett), or if
not to him then the Premier, but
in their absences I shall address
it to the Deputy Premier (Dr.
Collins). Yesterday in the House,
and again today on radio, the
Minister of Development, in
commenting on the reinstatement of
Lhe contrackt with the consortion
of companies din which & French

company dis involued, said that,
'All of the funding
provided. . from the Offshore
Development Fund...is targeted for
Canadian interests with Lhe
greatest share' going to

Newfoundland.

In the House of Assembly, M.
Speaker, on April 21, +in reply to
my question the minister-

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!
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MR. W. CARTER:

I am laying the groundwork, Mr.
Speaker, for what T Uthink 1is an
important question, Sir. I ask
tLhe Deputy Premier, then, how does
that statement by the minister
yesterday, and again today on
radio, square with the statement
given by the minister in the House
on April 21, in  reply Lo my
question, when he sald that
$187,000 of that $900,000 contract
will flow directly dinto the hands
of the French company? Will the
Deputy Premier tall the House
which version is correct?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Health.

DR. COLLINS:

Mr. Speaker, 1 believe the hon,
Minister of Development really did
answer thatl. I am sure when he is
available he will go dinto more
details 1if that is required. But
I Lthink the answer he gave was
that we had to make a very rapid
response to a moslt unconscionable
action taken by France in
arresting a legitimately fishing
Newfoundland vessel and 1its crew,
a crew which had been fishing
there for years and perhaps even
generations. So we had to make a
very rapid response to that and we
wanted to make a response that was
noticeable. So that 1is why that
particular contract was suspended.

I think the hon. minister said, at

the time, that we would have to
review the dmplications of that.

Now, I think that was a very good
move to make. When the review was
carried out, and the hon. Minister
of Development, I think, made this
clear +in his statement, he found
it was a very complicated deal.
There were a number of local firng

involved., It was a congsortium
arvrangament. . L was  an  dinitial

study and it was quite an involved
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arrangament . When that review was
carried out 1t was quite clear
that this particular contracl gave

credits and henefits o
Newfoundland firms and

Newfoundland workers, and, as it
turned oub, no direct benetilts to
Lhe French partner in the
consortium.

Now, as some later stage, 1f Uthis
whole exercise is proceeded with,
it may well bhe Lthat there wmight
possibly be benefits to the French
partner, I suppose they would not
be in the consortium if they did
ot have that in mind. Rut this
particular contract gave rise to
no benefils and no particular
advantages to the French partner
under this particular contract.
Sa, din view of that, I Lhink
Cabinet Look & very responsible
and, I do not mind saying, not an
@asy decision to revarse a
previous decision,

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

I think Lhe hon. minister ig
getting into the realm of debate.

MR. W. CARTER:
A supplementary, Mr. Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:
A supplementary, the hon. the
member for Twillingate.

MR. W. CARTER:

Mr., Speaker, my question, again,
goes back to the Deputy Premier.
Again I ask him: How can he sguare
what the minister - he did not
answer my question, by the way -
said yesterday and what he said on
radio bthis morning to the effect
that none of the benefits of that
contract  will Ggo Lo  a Franch
company? How does he square that
wi th the statemant Lhal Lhe
minister made 1in the House, as
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recorded in Hansard, page L1050 on
April 21, when he said that
$187,000 of that $900,000 contract
would Flow into the hands of the
French? That 1is the question, Mr.
Speaker. Which story 1is correct?
Did the minister deceive the House
yesterday or did he deceive Gthe
House on April 217 That dis the
gquestion.

MR. SBPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Health.

DR. COLLINS:
Mr. Speaker, 1t is not a gquestion

of deceiving or otherwise, on
April 21, the Minister of

Development gave information to
the House Lthat he had to the best
of his ability. I do not think at
that stage he had need to go into
the wminutia, the absolute details

of Lthe contract. The objective
of awarding the contract was

primarily related to developments
of fshore, Certainly there would

be spin-off benefits to
Newfoundlanders, but the main

objective was offshore development
and that is what the statement was
all about. on reviewing the
details it was clear that this
particular aspect of the project,
which was the first contractual
approach to the whole project, had
to be all done in Newfoundland,
It was nobt a case of something
being manufactured in France, that
type of thing, but all Uthe work
was to be done in Newfoundland and
a deltailed assassment and reaeuview
of the project showed that. If
the hon. Minister of Development
did not mention that on April 1 it
was  because he felt that 1t was
not necessary to go into that. He
was Jjust giving broad paraneters.
It is not unusual, if one wants to
announce a programne, to give the
broad outline, but then if you are
asked to go dnto the detailed
employment aspect of 1t you come

L2124 May 19, 1988 Vol XL

up with facts that you did not
need to have in the first place.

MR. W, CARTER:

A final supplementary.

MR. SPEAKER:

RBafora recognizing the hon.,
member, I think the phrase
"decaiving the House' 1is one, if
we look at terms acceptable in
RBeauchesns, 1s Acceptable 1in one

particular CASE ancdl not in
another, I do not bthink 4t ds a

term that 1s really acceptable. 1
ask the hon. member to withdraw
that.

MR. W. CARTER:

OF course, Mr. Speaker, and T
apologize. That was a slip of the
tongue. What I meant bto say was,
When did the minister mislead the
House? T retract the word
‘deceive'. The word I was looking
for was mislead.

My final supplementary goes to the
Deputy Premier, In his reply to
me on the April 21, the wminister
was quite specific. He did not
give me a round ftigure. He said
$187,000 of that contract would go
into bLhe hands of the French
company, & very specific figure.
In light ot the contradictory
statements coming fFrom the
minister on this matter, would Lhe
Deputy Premier undertake to have
that proposal and Lhe budgelb Ffor
that contract tabled so that we
will  know For  sure exacltly how
much of tLhe money under that
contract gqoes to the French, or if
in fact any of 1t goes to tLthe
French, or 1f 4t all flows dinto

the hands of Canadians and
Newfoundlanders?

SOME HON. MEMBERS:

Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:
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The hon. the Minister of Health.

PR. COLLINS:

My, Speaker, T will certainly
bring that requeastl to the

attention of Lthe hon. the Minister
of Development. I think he is the
orne who will have Lthe detaills. I
certainly do not have that level
of detail on this contract, and I
doubt if, in any contract, we
would normally have readily
avalilable, outside the department
involved, that type of detail. So
I will certainly bring that
request to the hon. Minister of
Development.

I do have to say it dis not unique
for a correction to be made in
this House. Sometimes dinformation
is given by ministers dn goad
faith, and, at a later stage when
1 Gl information comes Farward,
often on a voluntary basis the
minister will make a correction,
Now, this, perhaps, 1s & slightly
different silbuation, T achnd b
that. But, nevertheless, 1t 1is
not by any Ineans unigue For
information +to be corrected, and
this dis what the hon., minister did.

MR. FUREY:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister For $t.
Barbe.

MR. FUREY:

M. Spaaker, I would ask the
Deputy Premier, along the same
lines, about this contract. We

know that it is the largest
consulting contract ever let Dby
the Department of Development. Is
it true, Mr. Speakaer, that the
company met with government in the
last Ltwo days? We are told that

Lhis company has already let
contracts, made commitmentis, and
auen sel up an of fice in
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Newfoundland. Is it  true, M.
Speaker, if that is the case, that
this Jjoint venture company has
essentially ovaerrulead bhe
Governmant of Newfoundland anc
Labrador and, by logical
extension, overruled this House,
because we now have a resolution
that 1s not worth the paper it is
written on?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Health,

DR. COLLINS:

M. Speakear, this particular
effort was worked on for some
considerable time, and there was a
consortium set up dnvolving local
Firms. So  bthere ds a lob of
groundwork done. I think what the
hon. member 1is referring to is,
were certain offices and certain
people employed and Uthat Lype of
thing din that sort of groundwork
Lhal: was  Jlaid? ATT  Lhis was not
done 1n the last few days. This
was done, T am quite sura, over a
period of time.

The hon, member probably will
remamnber that the resolution
passed 1in this House referred to
the withdrawmal or suspension of
contracts to companies of French
registry. This particular company

is not a French registered
COMPAnNnY . This ig i Canadian
registered company. Even though

there 1s a French part to Lthe
consortium, dt ds not a French
registered company.

A supplementary, Mr. Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:
A supplementary, Lhe lon, bhe
member for St. Barbe.

Mr . Speakar, naither i
Newfoundland Energy in Rermucda,
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My supplementary is to the
Minister of Fisheries. The
Minister of Fisheries, M,

Speaker, said in this House on May
6 that the leaders of the country -

SOME_HON. MEMBERS:
Question!

MR, SPEAKER:
Order, pleasel

A supplementary question,

MR. FUREY:

I would ask I he Minislber of
Fisherias, Mr. Speaker, does he
still stand by his statement in
this House on May 6 where he
called on the Teaders of Canada to
insist, through the only language
that France understands, economic
language, on cancelling contracts
and using trade sanctions against
that country? I would ask does
the minister still stand by that?
If he has any principle, why is he
still sitting din that Cabinet when
they reversed that decision with
this French company on the
provincial contract?

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Fisheries.

MR. RIDEQUT:

Mr, Speaker, I will put whatever
principle I have up against the
hon. gentleman's any day.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear! Hear, hoar!

MR. RIDEQUT:

If vyou want to talk about facts,
Mr. Speaker, then we will Lalk
aboult facts. If he wants to ask

factual questions we will answer
them Factually. But 41if he wants
to dwell in Lhe depths of

L2126 May 19, 1988 Vol XL

political dinnuendo then we can do
that, too. So if you want to talk
about principles, we  can start
talking about principles.

Now the fact of the matter is, Mr.
Speaker, that, of course, I stand
by the statement that I wmade in
Lhis House on whatever date 1t was
that the hon. gentleman referred
to.

There are some differences, Mr.
Speaker, thabt this House and the
people of this Province ought to
be awsre of when we are talking
about not entering into bilateral
trading relations with France as &
way to bring pressure Lo bear on
the Framnch in this particular
matter.

We are talking about here &
contrack, M. Speaker, that was
awarded. We are talking here, Mr.
Speaker, & conkract Lhat W s
valued at $869,000 and same-ocd
cents, of which $729,000 had been
contracted, committed or awarded
by the time the resolution was

passéd in this House, M,
Speaker. We are talking here of

having to pay out well in excess
of $700,000 Lo C-Core, to
Newfoundland Design Associates, to
Stone anc Webstear, to Memorial
University.

Whaebher we get: bthe "work done or
not, Mr. Speaker, there 1is & sum
well 4n  excess oF $700,000 that
has to bhe pald out of the public

purse bhecause conkracts @i e
signed, work is  committed, and
Newf oundlanders are in France

working on this project.

On the other hand, Mr. Speaker,
when we are talking abhout Ailrbus
or we are talking about nuclear
submarines, Mr. Speaker, we @are
talking about contracts not yet
entered into, dn other words, the
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economic Jeverage that can he used
to the benefit of Newfoundland and
Labrador. Quite a difference, Mr.
Speaker,

MR. FUREY:
Mr. Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:
A final supplementary, the hon,
the member for Menihek.

MR. FUREY:

M, Speaker, the fact of the
matter +ds that this minister stood
in the House and he set up a
double standard.

MR. - SPEAKER:
Order, please!

MR. FUREY:

Mr.  Speaker, my question to the
minister is: How can he stand in
this Chaimnber, Wi kh all of
Newfoundland and Labrador watching
on kthis very sensitive -+issue, and
call upon the Government of Canada
Lo exercise trade levers, when he
himself at a Cabinet table agreaed
Lo cancel a conkracl, and bLhen he
liimself, on behalf of Lhe
Fisharmean, ak  the same Cabinet
tahle agreed Lo reinstate the
contract? How can he do that?

MR. SPEAKE

R

The hon. the Minister of Fisheries.
MR. RIDEQUT:

Mr. Speaker, the hon. gentleman
ought to be ashamed to Lthe depths
of his soul to stand up 1in this
House and talk about double
standards .

Mr. Speaker, how can you stand in
this House and say that we will
use some Fish, Mr. Speaker, some
honsurplus  Fish, Mr. Speaker, Lo
give to the French to solve the
Canada-~France dispute? How  can
you do that, Mr. Speaker? Talk
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about doubla standards, Mr

Speaker!

SOME HON. MEMRERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. RIDEQUT:

The hon. gentleman should he seen
and  not  heard when it comes to
talking about double standards and
principle, Mr. Speaker. We are
talking about here, Mr. Speaker, a
contract that was awarded of which
well in excess of $700,000 got Lo
be paid out anyway to Newfoundland
firms that I Jjust listed out,
vis-a-vis, Mr. Speaker, contracts
that are not yet awarded that can
he used as economic levers bto the
benefit of Newfoundlanders in the
Canada - France Fish dispute. No
double standard, Mr. Speaker, but
principle, honesty, integrity
unlike what we get from the hon.
gentleman,

SOME HON. MEMBERS:

Hear, hear!

MR. FENWICK:
Mr. Speakar,

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. the member for Menihek.

MR. FENWICK:
Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker,

My question is-also for the Deputy
Premier, and 1t has to do wikh the
same issue, so 1t ds by way of a
continuation of the questioning,

The question d4s this: Was any
representation made by Pannecon

and Newfoundland Design
Associates, which are the two
companies dnvolved +din the major
contract, was any representation
made by these two companies to the
Cabinet in order bto reverse Lthat
decision that was made ten days
ago? Also, can bhe Depulty Praemier
tell us whether or not these two
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companies are major contributors
to the pC Party either
provincially or federally?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Heallh.

DR. COLLINS:

Mr. Speaker, on the last point I
have not the faintest, foggiest
idea and I  have no particular
interest in finding out.

on the first point, T Ehink ik s
correct Lo say that Lhe
NewfFoundland companies, qui ke
properly, had some communications
Wi th Fhe  hon, Lhe Minister of
Davelopment - I would have bheen
vary surprised 1if Lhey did not

ard Wi th the Deparhbment of
Daevelopment. . They c¢an  read the
papers and they could see what the
resolubtion of the House was and
they could see that the cansortium
Fhat they were dnvolved in  was
going Lo he impacted by the
actions taken by government, $o

they took a very natural
reaction. I bhelieve they gobt in

touch with the department and made
representations to them.

In terms of making representations
to the Cabinet, I cannot speak for
all my colleagues, but T would
highly doubt it. I have not heard
anyone say that. And I would
think that the representations to
the Deparlment of Development and
Tourism were sufficient for their
purpose and that is what they did.

MR. FENWICK:
Mr. Speaker,

MR. SPENAKER:
A supplementary, Lhe hon. the
member For Menihek.

MR. FENWICK:
M. Speaker, I have here a copy of
two or bthree pages of the 1987
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annual meeting calendar of Lhe
Progressive Conservative Party, in
which there are two full-page
advertisements copied here, one
for Newfoundland Design Associates
and one for Pennecon.

MR. SPEAKER:
Oorder, please!

MR. FENWICK:

My question, Mr. Speaker -

MR. SIMMS:

A point of order, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
A poinl of order, the hon. the
President of the Council.

Mr. Speaker, the evidence that the
hon. member attempts to dntroduce
as & preface for & quesbion dis so
sickening and ridiculous it dis not
even worth commenting on, and I
would he surprised +1if the Deputy
Pramier even bothered to respond
to the gquestion, if it even comes.

MR. LONG:
What is vour point of order?

MR. SIMMS:

I wonder would the hon. menber
send us ovenr a copy of e
brochure Fhey have For their
annual meeting this coming weekend
in Corner Brook? I would like to
see all the union ads.

MR. FENWICK:

To the point of order, My,
Speaker, T do not think there is
one .

MR. SPEAKER:
There is no point of order, but
tLhe hon, President of Council
anticipated my call to the hon.
member by about  one  second, or
vice-versa.,
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The hon, membar is on a
supplementary and I ask him +to
pose it dnstead of reading some
article.

The hon. Lthe maember for Menehilk,

MR. FENWICK:

My question then for the Deputly
Premier 1s this: Since obviously
there was representation made, and
ohviously there is a connection -

MR. SPEAKER:
Oorder, please!

MR. FENWICK:
The question is coming,

MR. SPEAKER:
Would the hon. member please ask
his question?

MR. FENWICK:

Would the Deputy Premier admit
Lhat in fackt the idnterests of Lwo
companies, which clearly have
direct 1dinks Financially to the
Provincial PC Party, one of which
has direct links to the federal PC
Party managed to overturn a
decision of Lhis Housa, and put
their interests ahead of those of
the dinteraesls of Lhe fisherinen of
the South Coast of this Province?

MR, SPEAKER:
The hon, the Minister of Health.

DR. COLLTNS:

M Speaker, that guestion
supplies 1ks own answer and the
pecple in Newfoundland know how te

deal with that sort of question.
I do not have to deal with it.

MR. FENWICK:
A Final supplementary.

MR. SPEAKER:
A fipnal supplementary.

MR. FENWICK:
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My final supplementary, Mr .
Speaker, 1is this: How can this
govarnment then make the decision
that they made yesterday to hold
i k on Lhe anly significant
action we have with France if
thare s no possible connection
hetween the two partners 1in  Lhe

project ancl the Provincial
government through the PC Party
afFfiliation? T ask Lhe Deputy

Premier to explain to us how that
decision could have been Tlogically
made, 1if 1t was not Ffor that Ffact
that their interests W e put
ahead of the fishermen of this
Province and the +interests of the
Province as a whole, making us
hypocrites in  the eyes of the
world?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Health,

DR. COLLINS:

Mr, Speaker, Lhere WA & no
hypocrisy din  this action. The
government responded rapidly Lo an
amergency situation, but, on
mature consideration, 1k was seen
that the people of Newfoundland
would nobk get any greatbt beneflit
out of this; 1t would not hurt
France, i wou L only hurt
Newfoundlanders, and that decision
was rescinded.

MR. TULK:
Mr. Speaker.

MR, SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Fogo.

MR. TULK:
Mr ., Speaker, I have a question for
the Premier, but since he 1is not
here I will ask the Minister of
Fisheries. I presume he 1is pretty
close to this.

on May 6, 1in the letter to the

Prime Minister, the day Lthat we
had the debate here, the Premnier

No. 40 R2129



stated that the government was
cancelling the contract. Not
suspending, I say to the minister,
not reviewing, not deferring, or
anything of that nature, but
cancelling the contract. Now, Lhe
minister has told us they could
not do that, a Cabinet meeling
could not do that. I say to the
minister, was that a hasty
judgement that we heard in this
Housea by Lhe Minister of
Development? Was that
grandstanding Lhat we heard in
this House hy the Minister of
Development? How  can  we, the
people of Newfoundland, the
Fishermen of NewFoundland, how can
the federal governmenl, how can
Fhe French, how can anybhody, in
view of the action taken by the
government, have any belief in Lhe
credibility of this government?

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

The hon ., member is making a
speech. He has interjected two or
three questions 1in there, but the
hon. member 1is wmaking a speech,
not looking for information.

The hon. the Minister of Fisheries.

MR. RIDEOUT:

Mr. Speaker, the hon. genbtleman
only wants to see what would
satisfy himself. fhe fact of the
matter - I have been through it on
several occasions Foday, ke
Minister of Development has been
Lhrough it - ds the govermnent
Look the decision to cancel Lhe
contract, That was the decision
Lhat governmenl took.

The information provided to
government  a Few days Following
thalt decision was that, fine, you
Can go ahead andl cancel e
contract. Nobody is saying we
could not cancel the contract,
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but, by cancelling the contract,
Lhere was contracted and  would
have to be paid out anyway, on an
$869,000 contract, $700,029 worth
of work, including $211,000 to

C-Core. What party does that
crowd represent, Mr. Speaker? Do
Lhey contributle to Lhe p.C.

Party? There was $229,000 to IMD,
Memorial University, and on and on
it goes.

So the only people who would lose
by our proceeding to cancel this
contract would be the taxpayvers of
NewFoundland and Labrador., On the
other hand, there are negotiations
Lhat may lead up to contracts bhat
have not yet been entered into by
the Governmeant of Canada an
airplanes or on nuclear submarines
Fhat.  are  very, Jery significant

and could be used,. This would
have bean done. This was done.

Rut, on reflection, Mr. Speaker,
Lhe only peopla to suffer would be
employers and employees of
Newfoundland and Labrador. And on
top of that, if that was not had
enough, you would have to pay the
money out anyway.

MR. TULK!:
A supplementary, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
A supplementary, the hon', the
member for Fogo.

Mr. Speaker, 1¢ the hon. gentleman
telling us that the government
reflected on this 1in Lthe House,
they reflected on it in Cabinet,
and stil1l they did not know Uthat
there were contracts outstanding,
and they cancelled the decision on
May 67 Is Lhat dis what he dis
talling us, Mr. Speaker?

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
oh, oh!
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MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

MR. TULK:

[s that whalt he is Lelling us, Mr.
Speaker? Is that how dineffective
he is telling (s Chat this
government 1s? Or did they have
some obkher reason Lo back off and
not do as the Premier said he was
going to do, stand up For Lthe
people of NewfFoundland?

SOME HON, MEMBERS:
Hear, heap!

MR. RIDEOQUT:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Fisheries.

MR. RIDEQUT:

Mr. Speaker, the hon. gentleman
would really like for this
government to be as weak-kneed on
positions Lthat are dwportant to
Newfoundland as 1s the Liberal
Party of this Province. Well, Mr.
Speaker, it is not going to happen.

A40ME HON., MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR, RTDFOUT:
If we can be accused of anything,

Mr . Spaaker, it is  wmaking  an
honest efforlt to cancel a contract

enteread into by [ e
Province in

Chat  was
government of bhis

good Fattlh. Upon review, Mr .
Speaker, we found Lhat the

Laxpaver +in Forbtune or in Ming's
Bigh or in Labrador would have to
pay  ont in excess of $700,000
anyway and that the only peaple to
suffer would he Newfoundlanders
and Newfoundland firms.

So, Mr. Speaker, the decision was
taken on reflection, atfter the
facts were known to uws, that this
would do nothing. It would not
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move along Lhe negotiakions or
bring pressure to bear one way or
anobthaer, hbecause we had to pay it
out anyway, Mr. Speaker. Tt was
over and done with, The money was
gone in addition to anything
else. on the ot:her  hand, on
contracts that had not yet Dbeen
awarded, tLhat.  had not  yet beaen
let, these are real levers Lthatl
can he nsed to lthe advantage of
Newfoundland and Labrador,

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. TULK:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
A final supplementary.

MR. TULK:

My, Speaker, I say to the minister
- T will ask him +4iFf I have Lo
they did not know that this
contract was going on For months,
that 1t had been awarded months
before? Did he not know that whan
he met in Cabinet on May 67 Why
did Lhey make Lhe blunder, or
whatever it was that they did
make, and compromise the position
of +this Province 1in the Canada
France negotiations?  Stand up and
Lell us!

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. RIDEQUT:

Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon., the Minister of Fisheries.

MR. RIDEOUT:

Mr. Speaker, any time we make a
blunder and it 1s made in honesty
For the benefit of the people of
Newfoundland and Labrador, I will
stand up and take it on the chin
any day.

No. 40 R2131



SOME HON, MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR, WELLS:
Mir, Speaker.,

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the
Opposition.

Leader of Lhe

MR, WELLS:
Mr. Speaker, my question 1s for
the hon. the Minister of Rural,
Agricultural and Northern
Development (Mr. Power). During
Lhis past week it has been evident
that there 1s a real financial
problem, ar 1ikely Lo he |
fimancial problem at Newfoundland
Enviroponics, ancd  Lhe qgouernment
owns KO per cent of Lhose shares,
The cucunhers have been selling at
Fifty-nine cents retail 1in Nova
Scobia, and apparently in the last
Few days selling here at the same
prica, The queslion, Mr. Speakar,
16 how Jonyg will the government
allow Ethis ko continue when Lhe
cost of producing those cucumbers
is PN E@XCRSSE of $1.25 per
cucummber?

MR. PATTERSON:
On a point of order, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

A point of order, the hon. the
member for Placentia.

MR. PATTERSON:

I would like to remind the hon.
Lhe Leader of the Opposition, the
Leacder of the Toiling Masses, that
we are living in a markel economy
and the market decides Lhe prices.

MR. SBPEAKER:
Order, please!

There 1s no point of order. There
is half an hour for question time
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and I cdo not think 1t should be
interrupted by spurious points of
order.

The hon. the Leader of Lhe
Qpposition.

MR. WELLS:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

I will just repeat my question for
the non., minister. How long will

the government allow this to
continue when the cost of

producing those cucumbers ds in
excess ofF $1.25 per cucumber?

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. the Minister of Rural,
Agricultural and Northern
Development:.

SOME HON. MEMRERS:
Oh, oh!

MR. SPEAKER:

Order, please!

MR. POWER:

Mr . Speaker, T am absolutely
delighted to have a question about
the Sprung cucumbers and our
marketing arrangement in Noua
Scotia. For a wvery, very long
time this Province has had

products dumped on it from outside
-~ potatoes from PEI, hay from PEI,
vegetahles, any kind of produce
from any part of Canada, When
they haue marketacl all ACIOsS
Canada and they have some exbtra
bhat they cannot market, Uthey dump
it on Newfoundland's marketplace,
causing Eremendous  problems For
the farmers 1in this Province. We
cannolk develop @ substantial
agricultural community bhecause we
keap gebtbting prodocts  dumped dn
this Province From oulside
NewFoundland . Now, s L nolb a
real pleasure Lhat  somebody  in
Nova Scobia tds taking & Titlle bit
of pain? Somebody in Nova Scolia,
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the Greenhouse Growers
fssociation, have troubles wi b
marketing their Nova Scotia
cucumbers 1n Nova $Scotia. Ts it

not a really strange phenomenon
that we can produce something -in
Newfoundland, sell it in  Nova
Scotia, and are going Lo make a
profit? The lLeader of the
Oppos-ibtion's argument thal we have
to get $1.25 per cucumber Lo make
a profib 1s a fFallacy. Ns T said
in the House yeslterday in response
o questions From the wmember for
St. BRarbe, who said that 1if you
sell bthem For f4ifly-nine cents @
pound you cannolt make a profit,
that we are going bto sell those
cucumbers at an average price well
in excess of $1.00 per pound. We
are going to make a profit, And
if you look at the comnents in
The Evening Telegram today,
which I &am sure are quite accurale
as most of their stories are, you
reacd about Nova Scobia, and it
says this fellow, JTim Keizer, who
has a wvested 1interest 1in making
sure Sprung fails, the same as the
lLeader of the Opposition and the
Liberal Party have a vested
interest in  making sire  Sprung
fails, - look at the opportunities
For next S$Spring - Uthis Jim Keizer,
head of the Greenhouse Growers of
Nova Scolia, said

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, pleasal

The hon. minister is taking far
too long to answer Lhe gquestion,

fine his¢ comments -

rineg 1¢ CO

I ask him to ¢

4 BS LI 21

r
(&

MR, DTNN:
Do not answer any dquestions for
them. Do nob answer any questions!

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Oh, oh!
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MR. POWER:
To Lhat point of
Speaker,

order, Mr

MR. WELLS:

There was no point of order.

MR, SPEAKER:
There was no point of order.

MR, POWER:
Well, in that case, Mr. Speaker, I
will rise on a point of order.

MR. SPFAKER:

A point of order, Lhe hon. bl
Minister of Rural, Agricultural
and Northern Development,

With all due respect, Mr, Speaker,
questions may he very short and
very simple and very
straightforward, and answers can

e reasonably complex and
reasonably complicated. The
operation that we are into here, &
vary substantial operation in
Newfoundland employing well in
@XCEs s of 200 people, i¢ in

jeopardy by being maligned hy the
Leader of the Opposition and by
some Nova Scotia greenhouse
growers with vested interests, I
do not idntend, M™Mr. Speaker, Lo
allow thal to happen.

SOME HON. MFMRERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

MR, WELILS:
To it point of
Speaker.

order, Mr .

MR. SPEAKER:
To Lthe pointk of order, Lthe hon,
the Leader of the Opposition.

Mr . Speakear, I appreciate Your
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Hornouwr's ruling. For most of this
session, miniskers have freguently
dragged on with the answers and
usead up  Question Period, Your
Honour is quite right, and I agree
with  Your Honour calling wus to
attention when we are making

speecheas instead of asking
questions. I have no quarrel with
ik, But the same applies to bokbh

sides of the House. I appreciate
Your Honour's ruling, and assure
you that Your Honour is quite
right. We support you entirely.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

There s no poink of order.

T Ehink we have been teying For
quite a considerable time to try
and  gel as shorl questions as we
can and as shork answers as we
Can. U know it is difficnlt at
times . Tt dis difficult for the
Chair, and T know 1i is difFicnlt
Faor all of us, but I would like Lo
Sae all of us combining and
co—operating Lo try and develop
this half hour of question ftine.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. WELLS:

A supplementary, Mr. Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:
A supplementary, the hon. Fhe
Leader of the Opposition.

MR. WELLS:
Thank you, Mr, Speaker.

MR. POWER:

Another point of ordear, Mr .
Speakear.

MR. SPEAKER:
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A point of order, the hon. the
Minister of Rural, Agricultural
and Northern Development.

MR. POWER:

Mr. Speaker, [ have been in this
House for twaelve or thirteen
years, since 1975, and nobody can
say I am not co-operative, I was
about ko Ffinish completion of an
answer, a fairly complex answer,
abaut markebing arrangements asked
by the Leader of the Opposition,
T would like to have the
opportunity to complete my answer.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

There is no point of order.

The hon ., the Leader of Lhe
Opposilion, a supplemanteary.

MR, WELLS:
Mr. Speaker, I have no concern for
Lhe  greenhotise growers in Nova
Scotia. The concern I an

expraessing s on  behalf of the
taxpayers of this Province who are
paying the additional costs. Now,
I ask the winister, Mr. Speaker:
How long w1 the govearnment
continue to allow these cucumbhers
to be produced at a $1.25 to $1.50
and require the taxpayers of Lhis
Province to pay the difFFerence?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Rural,
Agricultural and Northern
Developmant .

MR. POWER:

Mr . Speaker, exactly the same
guestion, and T would Tike Lo make
exactly the same answer,

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!
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MR, POWER:

If +those are the rules of the
House, then he can ask Ethe same
question twice then I can give the
same apswer twice.

Mr. Speaker, bthe reality s, if
you look at this Mr. Keizer from

Lhe Greenhouse Groweaers'
Association of Nova Scotia, they

are really concerned, Lhey are
really alarmead because we are
going to produce @ produack  herao
more efficiently, cheaper than
they can  produce Fhem  in Noua
Scotia, which is what we said all
along, which Lthey for their vestac
interests and the Liberal party's
vestaed interestaed would not agreae
to.

Now, the facts are, Mr. Speaker,
Lhat in this House there has to be
a certain amount of kruth dinvolved
in both questions and answers.,
The leader of the Opposition says
it takes a $1.25% +to produce a
cucumber, That, if not a ldie, is
a deliberate misinterpretation of
the fackts of how we produce
cucumbers in this Province.

It is dinaccurate, Mr. Speaker. It
is untrue. It is something that
will be said by the Greenhouse
Growers in Nova Scotia. It will
not he said that the people who
understand -

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

SOME HON, MEMBERG
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

The hon., minister says the Leadaer
of the Opposition delibherately
misTled the House, IF  that was
not “what he said 1t 1s what he
implied, and T ask him to wilbhdraw
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thatk.

MR. POWER:

My, Speaker, I withdraw. I was
going back to my earlier days as
an educator, trying to dinform. I

withdraw the word deliberate. If
not informead, they are poorly
informead. L Scannok G Ay
‘deliberate', bhut 1if they are not
conniving with he Greenhouse

Growers in Nova Scotia, or
somebody  else, Lo wmake sure bhat
we lose money in this Province,
Lhat we cannol create dindusbry in
tLhis Province, that industries
From ontsida can  Funciion pbelbter
than ours, then, Mr. Speaker, I
have ko say bthat the Leader of bthe
Opposdtion, if  not misinformed,
has & trenaendous lack of knowledge
about what is happening i
Newfoundland.

The fact 1s, Mr., Speaker, that the
Graeenhouse Growers in Nova Scotlia
are very concerned bhecause - you
know what? - we are going Lo
corner the market on this product
in Nova Scotia and in many parts
of Easltern Canada as we bring on
stream more of the Sprung type of
facilities in  Newfoundland, We
are going to corner a lot of
market for produce in Canada and
nobhody is going to stop us.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear

PREMIER PECKFQRD:
A point of order, Mr.

Speaaler.

MR. SPEAKER:
A point of order, the hon. the
Premiar,

PREMIER PECKFORD:

My, Speaker, T just got dnto Uthe
House a couple of wminutes ago and
T Tistened carefully to whab has
gone on in the last few minutes.
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Your Honour ruled kit Lhe
minister gave too long an answer.
Thal  4s  Your Honour's right  to
do. He gave too long an answer to
a question asked by bhe Leoader of
the Opposition, and it was ruled
Ehat he conld nok Finmtsh his
answer  and you recoghnized the
Leader of Lhe Opposition,

The Leader of Lhe Opposition got
up  a second time, since Your
Honour ruled that he could get up
on a supplementary, and asked the
same question the second time that
he had asked the first  time. It
was essentially the same
gquestion. What is sauce for the
goose is sauce for the gander.

I rise on a point of order to ask
Your Honour to look at Hansard -

MR. STMMS .

Beauchesne.

PREMCER PRECKFORD:

Well, to look at Beauchesne, but
Lo Tlook ab Hansard as to Lhe htwo
queslions the Leader of the
Opposition asked, and see whether
or not 1is does not fFall under a
Reauchesne referenca, page 129,
171(d) "A question oral or written
must nok: repeat  dn substance A
question already answered, or to
which an answer has been refusecd."

MR. SIMMS:
Totally out of arder.

PREMIER PECKFORD:

So 1f Your Honour, 1is trying to
bring rational order Lo this
Chamber, and you have legitimately
ruled the minister out of order
because his answer was too long,
then I think 4t only fair for Your
Honour to review the proceedings
of the last number of minutes and
rule the lLeader of the Opposition
out of order on his supplementary
question.
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SOME HON. MEMRBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:
To Lthat point of order, the hon.
the Leader of the Opposition.

MR. WELLS:

on Lhe point of order, Mr
Speaker, there is no difference
between he hran, Premier and

myself on what the rules are, so I
need not waste Eime in  debating
that.

I agree with the proposition that
he put. It is essentially
correct. What I disagree with is
that I asked a question that was
answered, or to which an answey

was  refused. Tt s cmproper, I
agree, to repeat it I did not do
Fhat, Wi Ehe greataest of
respect, Mr. Speaker. What 1 did
Wa s r s pond to I he minister's
comment Lhat I Was expressing
concern about bhe greernhouse
growers 1in Nova Scotia, and he
mace i s comment s in that
context. It was clear to me Lhat

he misundaersltood my guestion.

My question was expressed in terms
of the interests of the taxpayers
of this Province, and I asked Ghe
minister if he would tell the
House how long the gouvernment
would allow this to continue and
hbe a burden on the taxpayers of
the Province.

PREMIER PECKFORD:
To that point of order, 1if you
will allow me.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Premier.

PREMIER PECKFORD:

Tt dis nok o a justification for the
Leader of the Opposition to get up
and say that Ehe minisker did not,
in his view, omnipotent though le
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thinks it is, answer the
gquestion. That has nothing to do
with Beauchesne. Even if the
question was not answered, even if
he refused to answer it, the rules
are clear, and not based upon the
substance of the answer, Neither
the Leader of the Opposition, nor
any memhear, can repeat in
substance Lhe same gquesk.ion a
second Ltime., Rregardless of what
the Leader of the Opposiltion says
ahout the greenhouse growers in
Nova Scotbtia or  Timbukbn it has
nothing to do with it. It is a
clear violation of "the rules.

Lr e Minister o Rural,
Agricultural ancl Northern
Development s going Lo hae brought
to heel because he was btoo long,
even Lhough memnbers opposilbe have
made questions go on for Lhres and
four minutes in this House over
the Jast several weeks, then, in
the same way as there are rules
for this side under Beauchesne,
and there are rules for that side
too.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. WELLS:
Mr. Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon, Lhe
Oppostition,

Leader of the

MR. WELLS:

I have a |hrief response, Mr .
paalkear. T will abide hy Your
onour's ruling, whatever 1t was.
T agree Lhe Lopic was Lhe sawme,
bul here bis what Beauchesne says
Aabhoul answers, page 137, paragraph
3h8, sub-paragraph 2 -

]
3
3
1

1

Your point of order ls no good!

MR. SIMMS :
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We are talking about questions,
notk answers.

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

MR. WELLS:
T am responding to it.

PREMTER PECKFORD:

You are breaking the rules again.

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

T am prepared to listen to  Lhe
Hon. the Leader of the Opposition.

MR. WELLS:
Fhank your, Mr. Speaker,

Mr. Speaker, Beauchesne, page 131,
paragraph 358, sub-paragraph (2),
says: "Answers Lo questions should
be as brief as possible, <should
deal with the matter raised, and
should not provoke debate."

Nows, Mr . Speaker, in those
circumstances 1k was necessary For
me to ask the gquestion 1 did on
supplementary . If Your Honour
feels 1t was dimproper, I abide bhy.
Your Honour's ruling. There +is no
prohlem.

PREMIER PECKFQORD:

Mr . Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
Fhe hon. the Premier.

PREMIFER PECKFORD:

There he goes again!

I am nobt going to sit in my place
in this Hounse, as a wmember of this
House who has been here since
1972, amnd see the rules of this
House heing abused by Lthe Leader
of  the OQpposition, who comes in
here and tries to take this place
on his back, Mr. Speaker.
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SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

PREMTIER PECKFORD:

That intervention by the )eader of
the Opposition was ount of order on
the point of order.

SOME HON. MEMBERSG
Haear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

I am not at all sure you can be
out of order on a point of order,
bul: Lhat is beside the point.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Oh, oh!

AN HON. MEMBER:
Challenge his ruling!

MR. EFFORD:
Name the member.

MR. SPEAKFER:
Order, please! Order, please!

T am gqoing to Jlook at Hansard,.
Obviously the point of order was @
repetition of a question that had
alreacdy been asked. T am going ho
loaok at that and rule on that
matter @ilther Lomoreron or N
Tuesday next.

MR. WEILLS:

I have a final supplementary if
Lhere is any time lafl, Mr .
Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The time for Oral Questions has
long ago expired.

I would like to welcome Lo the
gallery the President of The
Prouvincial Advisory Council on the
Status of Women, Ann Bell.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
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Hear, hear!

MR, LONG:

On a point of order, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:

A point of order, the hon, Lle
member For Sk, John's Fasl.

MR. LONG:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker,

It was my understanding when the
doors opened today that we would
proceed with Question Period and
then, right after Question Period,
we  would hear the Ministerial
Statement by Lhe Premier. So
before we get into Orders of Lthe
Day, T think now would be the
time, as agreed upon, to have the
Ministerial Statement rather than
interrupting Orders of the Day at
a later point.

MR. SPEAKER:
order, please!

As I understood it there was a
very definite understanding that
the time that the hon. the Premier
was going ko make a skatement was
not definite. It was more or less
when bthe hon. bthe Premier had cowme
and 1t could be arranged.

PREMIER PECKFORD:
U am raady, Mr. Speaker, depending
on the rules of Ehe House,

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon, the Premier, by leave?

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
By leave!

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Premier.

Statements by Ministers
[By Leavel]

‘No. 40 R2138



PREMTER PECKFORD:

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased today to
announce changes which w.i 1)
greatly enhance the status of
women portfolio in this Province,

In 1985 governmant announced the
establishment of the Women's
Policy Offtice to act as a cenbral
co-ordinating agency for women's
1ssues within govermnent. Since
its establishment, the office has
conducted research and consulted
with departments anc women's
groups on  issues Aas varioed as
¢child care, employment
initiatives, apprenticeship,
housing needs, wife battering, and

student = aid. The offFice has
published original research
document:s ar WO in

non-traditional training, the
ccopomic conkribition  of  women's
work to  the communitly, and Lhe
effect  of  household-based tncome
supporl programmes on  Women. Its
comounity awareness manual on wife
battering and 1ts career booklet
For young women have hean
istributed Province-wide. In
addition, in  dits  two years of
existence, the office has
sponsored two wajor conferences,
one for Female high school
students from across the Province
on the importance of making
inFormed career choices, and
another for female members of
govarnment boards, municipal
councils, and development
associations on how o be
effecltive in placing women's
issues on bhe public agendda,

Mr.  Speaker, women's issues, by
their very nature, are diverse.
Tn fFact, women's Pssnes aroe 1ssuUes
of concern to all of us, but are
ofben called wowen's dsgsnes oilhaer
hecause they affect women most, or

becatge WOHE N hay e breren
anstrumental dn bringing them Lo
Lhe publdic's abtention, Far
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example, WOmeE N Tohbied For
equality in appointments to
govermnaenl: boards and
comnissions. In 1985 the
AfFfirmakive Actian Task Force
report recommended that government
make every alternate appointment
female until the total composition
oF  boards reached 40 per cent.
Cabinet, in reviewing the
recomnencdations of the task fForce,
accepted this recommendation hut
raised the overall component to 50
percent, As a result of this
policy, tLhe overall Female
composition of governmnent hoards
has risen from 23 per cenlt to 34
per cent in two shorlt years.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Haar, hear!

PREMTER PRECKFORD:

Since the scope and variety
work on womnen's dssues reaches
beyond the boundaries of any one
departmant, T auil pleased Lo
announce that governmeant has
decided Lo strengthen the mandate
of the Women's Policy Office by
making {1t a hranch of FExecutive
Council. Its new stabtus as A&
central adency will enable 1t Lo
liaise effectively with any and
all departments to aduise on and
assess the impact of Lhetdr
policies and programmes on women,
The new Jlocation of the office 1in
Execubive Council will reaffirm
government's understanding of

women's issues as
multi-dimensional, while at the
§ Alne i.ime respecting Ehat

responsibility Ffor dmproving Lhe
economic anel social stalkus of
women rests with all government
departments. :

T oam also pleased bto announce thatl
the hon. the President of L he
Council, the hon., Len Simms, will
holdl Lhe portfolio of Minister
Rasponsihle for e Sltatus oF
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Women ., Mr . Simms hias already
demonstrated his interest 1in and

comnitment to women's issues. Mg
President of Treasury Board, he
has bheen instrnmental in

recommending Lo recent policy
imibialbives For public servants
equal pay For work of equal value
and a pension plan for pari dime
workers .

Robth Lhese initiatives affect
women significanktly, and wi 11
greally anhance the economic
status of Female employeas. As @
senior cabinet minister, he will
ansure Fhal:  womnen's Lssues are
deall with at the highest Jlevel,
and that Lhe impact of major
government policies and programnes
on  women are considered. Mr .
Simns will provide the women of
this Province with a strong and
committed representative within
the provincial govearnment: To
further strengthen the portfolio,
Lhe Assistant Depubty Minister for
women's issues will report
directly ko the minister, the
President of Treasury Board. This
means that Lhe concerns presented
by women's groups will receive
prompt consideration and undivided
attention.

The requesl for central agency
stalkus For Lhe  Women's Policy
Office was recomnended by the
Prouvincial Aduvisory Council on Lhe
Status of Women and supported by
other womnaen's groups. This move
was also strongly supported by the
Former ministers raesponsible For
the Status of  Women, the hon.
Charles Power and the hon. Bill
Matthews . I am pleased that this
strengthening of the office will
further demonstrate our comnitment
to achieving Lrue equality For
Newfoundland women by the most
efFfective means akt our disposal.
Thank you, Mr., Speaker.
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SOME HON. MREMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:
The e . e leader of e
Opposition,

Mr . Spaakear, T we T comea the
announcement . A lot of the
glatement does not  add very much,
but the announcement is good. The
Premier's announcemeant, which
appears an Page 3 of fris
slhatemenl:, Lhat he is qoing Lo
strengthen the mandate of Lhe
Women's Policy OFFice by making it
a branch of Executive Council, and
by appointing the President of the
Council to be the minister
responsible, thabt is good. It may
be beneficial, it may indeed help
and it may  give it a higher
priority within government, anc
women's lssues need a ighar
priority within government .

But we will be really dmpressed,
Mr. Speaker, when Lhe government
provides more funding for safe
houses for hatbarad wives,
provides more funding for day care
Facilities, and provides wmore day
care facilities around the

Prouvince. Thern we will bhe really
impresed. For the moment Lthis s
more Form bhan substance, although
it is a mov e in Lhe right

direction and yon cannot help but
comnend Lhe government for it

But, Mr. Speaker, it dis more &
clacim  of  performance Fhan  real
performance, When  we see the
government giving real attention
to the day care needs and the
needs for battered women in  bhis
Province, then we will be really
impressed,

SOME HON. MEMBERS:

Hear, hear!
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MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. Lhe wmembar For S, John's

Fast .

MR. LONG:
Mank you, Mr, Speaker.

Without reservation, we welcome
the announcement by ‘the Premier
and see 1t as a very positive
initiative. It was only & couple
of weeks ago, in  the FEstimates
Commiltee, that 1 made
representation to the minister
responsible at Lhat time, the
Minister for Career Development,
and had quilte an open discussion
about some  of  the pressure and
sktrings that were under the
Women's Policy OFFice, and some ofF
the Jdifficulties in  defining a
clear role For ik, stabtioned, as
1towas, with another department.

Al Lhat bime , the minister
indicated Lhat the whole struchuras
of the office was under review.
S0 we  are  quite pleasaed Lo see
that, 1n fact, the dinitiative has
heen taken Lo give Lhe Women's
Policy Office a higher profile and
Lo more c¢learly esltablish 1k as an
agency on 1its own, with a minister
directly responsible who s
obviously a senior minister in the
government.

We would have some concern, T
guess, 1in that the minister who
has been made responsible For this
portfolio 1s obviously a very busy
gentleman: He is Lhe House
Leader, he i1s Lhe President of the
Execubtive Counc.il, e i [ he
President of the Treasury Board.

MR, FENWICK:
He is a jack-of -all -bradas,

MR. LONG:

So, what that says, and Lhis is
not Lo suggest in any way  bthat Lhe
minister is not committed to this
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portfolioc, I am sure he 1s, bul
what Ehat says ko me, Mr. Speaker,
is that there must he in
supporiting Lhe restructuring,
along with the physical wmove and
Lhe relocation of the office, more
monies given to the office.

There needs to be more staff,
there needs Lo be a more clear
definition of programmes that Gthe
office can initiate. The question
of the co-ordinating role that the
office plays ACPrOSS governnent
departments, in order for that to

& NG e clearly defined, one
example would he thé office having
responsiblity For Lhe

interdepartmental comnittee on

wife bhealbing.

T order For bthe office Lo do what
it needs to do din integrating and

co-ordinaling  programmes, it omust
have morse resources. Mr. Speaker,

T say  bthat  the stalft who have
worked in the Women's Policy
Office in bthe government in  Lhe
last couple of years have simply
done an oulstanding job. The
Premier has given recognition to
some of the good works in the
publications and conferences that
have bheen produced,

But. T say, Mr., Speaker, 1t is
essential for the Premier to give
a commitment Lo put more resources
in this office so that +the good
works that these women are doing
there would he free of the strain
ancd  pressure of carrying a heavy
responsiblity in the government,
and thal we can &1L Took Forward

to Lhis of fice having an
increasingly Targe profile not

only in government but  within
sociely at Targaer in our Province,

drawing attention to such
important:  Jssnas  and  helping  Che
government establish rew
initialivaes, part tcularly with

reference Lo c¢hild care and
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services for battered women.

With that said, we certainly
welcome it and we look Fforward to
working with the office, Ffor our
part, to continue to do everything
Lo advance women' s CONCerns .
Thank you, Mr. Spedker.

SOME HON. MEMRFRS:
Hear, haar!

Presenting Reports by
Standing and Special Commitees

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Gander,

MR. BAKER:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

I would like to present Lhe report
of the Public Accounts Committee
For Lhe Financial year end-ing
March 31, 1986 . Refore tabling
Lhe document, I would 1ike to make
mention of the fact that two of
our members are now leaving us,
Lhe member for Humber West (Mr.
Raird), bthe Vice~Chairman of the
Committee, and the member for
Humber Valley (Mr. Woodford). T
would like to thank them for their
outs tanding contribuiion during
the Jast couple of years that I
have been around.

SOMFE HON., MFMRERS:
Hear, hear!

MR, BAKER: .
T would also like Lo mention and

congratulate L e V16A)
Vice-Chairman, the member for

Bellevue (Mr. Callan), and Lhe two
new members of bthe Committee, the
memher for St. John's East Extern
(Mr. Parsons) and the member for
Naskaupi (Mr. Kelland). T am sure
we will have an enjoyvable time and
a very productive Lime  working
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together during the coming year.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

Notices of Motion

MR. TULK:
Mr. Spealker.

MR, SPEAKER:
'he hon. bLhe member for Fogo.

MR. TULK:

Tf Your Honour will recall, I do
nok lave A Private Member's
resolution on the Order Paper and
[ understand 1F T want ko pul down
a Private Member's resolution,
this 1¢ the correct place, under
Notices of Motion.

MR, SPEAKER:
Notices of Motion, yes.

MR. TULK:

Mr. Speaker, I give notice that T
will on tomorrow ask leave Lo maove
the following resolution:

WHEREAS our fishing industry is of
priwme dmportance to our social and
cultural well-being; and

WHEREAS an all-party resolution of
Lhis MHouse condemnad  EFhe actions
of France in intercepting and
detaiming @ Newfoundland ishing
hoat on the 5th. day of May, 1988,
Al

WHEREAS this House in that
raesolution urged Lhe Government of
Canada to use the full force of

ibs diplomal-ic ar gconomic
relations with France to protect
Lhe interests of Newf oundland

fishermen,; and

WHEREAS the House recommended 1in
et saune resolution that the
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Govermnent: of NeuiFoundland and
Labrador and all its agencies
cease Forthwikh  the conduct  of
business with companies of French
registry fFor as Tong as  Lhe Si.
Pierre fisheries and houndary
digpute remains unsebtled; and

WHEREAS Lhe Ministhter of
Development informed this House
Lhat he  would ask Cabinetl to
cancel all contracts presently
existing between Lhis Province and
French companies; and

WHEREAS the Premier in a letter to
the Prime Minister of Canada datacd
May 6, 1988, and subsequently
released to bthe press stated, 'Tn
the meanltime, the Government,
acting O Lhe unanimous
recommendation contained in the

resolution of the Houso of
Assembly referred to above, has
cancelTaed i contract he
Government of Newfoundland awarded
Lo A consortin involuting i
Freanch-based company to undertake
an oFfshore related stndy; ' and

WHERENS the Governmenl Chrongh the
Minister of Development, May 18Lh,
Feversed the decision of the House
ardl the Governmentl therehy
jeopardizing tdits credibility with
Fishermen, Fish plant workers,
Lheir families, the Canadian
Government and, indeed, France; and

WHERIEEAS it s unprincipled and
ineffective to demand that the
Jovernment of Canada use Lthe full
force of its  -diplomatic and
economic relations wilkh a foreign
country unless this gqovernment is
prepared to do Tikewise,; and

WHEREAS il dis wunacceptable o this

House that Lhe governmeaent
disregard any neasnres b omight
pass, Lherelby rendering 1L

ineffacltive:;
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RE IT RESOLYED  bLhalk ihis House go
on record as reaffirming its faith
in  our most  braditlional economic
basa, Lhe fishery, by instructing
Lhe Government of NewfFoundland and
Labrador Lo live up Lo ite
commitment to the Fishery embodiec
in  the unanimous resolubion of
this Assembly; and

Bf T FURTHER RESOLVED that this
House go on record as condemning
the " Government For the May 18th
decision to continue with the
or-iginal contractual agreemant
involuing Bouygues QOf Fshore
Canada, Newfoundland Design
Associates and Pennecon Limited.

I would say to the Premier that T

woilld T1ike Lo dakal e Ehat
resolution now. T seek unanimous

consaent: Lo debate 4t now, (F Lhe
Premier 18 ready to do it.

SOME_HON. MEFMRBERS:

Hamp, hoear!

MR. TULK:

I want to hear the Premier's views.

MR. SIMMS:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon., the President of the

Council.

MR. TULK:
Are you going to speak on it?

MR. SIMMS:

kel

No, I am rising on Notidces

Motk ion.

o

MR. FUREY:
(Inaudibhle) the
(inaudible) .,

Pramier

PREMTER PECKFORD:
He has & motion.

MR. SIMMS:
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I have a Notice of Motion.

Mr. Speaker, I will ask leave on
tomorrow o introduce the
following resolution:

Leader of Ehe
Opposilion has stated publicly
that it would  be madness  if
NewFoundland had more legislabtiva
jurisdiction over our fishery'; and

WHEREAS the

WHEREAS such sbhatemaents are
injurious to  the public good of
Newfoundland and Labrador;

THERFFORE BE TT RESOLVED that this
Hotse go on record as opposing-any
attempt Lo give fish to France in
order to negobiabte an Aagreemnani,

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:
Are Lhere any further Notices of
Motion?

Answers to Questions
for which Notice has been Given

DR. TWOMEY :
Mr . Speaker.

MR. SPEAKIER:
The hon. Lhe Minister of Public
Works and Services.

DR. TWOMEY :

Thank you, Mr. Speaker,

T wish to bable Lbhe answaer Lo A
question that has been asked on
the Ordaer Paper by bthe hon. member
for Burgeo - Bay d'Espoir dealing
wilth the monber of people on the
stafFf of my office; Lthe cost Lo
nouve the currant Minisber of
Finance (Mr. Windsor); the cost Lo
move Lhe hon. Lhe President of
Treasury Board (Mr. Simms).
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There was also a question dealing
with sound proofing in Uhe West
Block, and a question asked in the
Esbtimates Committe by the same
hon. member dealing with a 1isting
of the agencices required ‘'under
The Public Tender Act'; and a
Tisting of those agencies which
should have reported but did not?

MR, SPEAKER:
Any further Answers to Quesbions?

MR. TOBIN:
Mr . Spaaker.

MR, SPEAKER:
I'he  haon., Lhe Mindster of Social
Services.

MR. TOBIN:

Mr . Speakaer, yesterday afbternoon I
was asked a question by the hon.
the nember For Port de Grave
relating to meals and travel for
people in  Ray Roberts, I think
Your Honour ruled me out of order
at  Lhe tbtime because I was nolk
giving the exact answer, I now
have Lhe basic details For the
member, if Your Honour would
permit me ko give them to him?

People travelling from Bay Roberts
Fo Sk, John's by taxi receive $14,
Mr . Speaker, If they are
Eravelling hy bus From Ray Roberts
to Carbonear, the bus rate is $5.
That  +ds  what they receive, Mr.
Speaker. As it relates Lo meals -
T Adhink  the member was  concerned
aboul that - lebt me say that -

MR. EFFORD:

(Inaudible) .

MR. TOBIN:

We do, Mr . Speaakar, when the
request isa made . We do not
automatically give fund tng For
meals, hbut when the request 1s
made, we assess Lhe individual's
circumstances and pay accordingly.
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MR. TULK:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon, the member for Fogo.

MR. TULK:
(Inaudible) because 1is he dis we
are perfectly willing to do 1it.

PREMIER PECKFORD:
Mr. Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Premier.

PREMTER PECKFORD:
To whatever 1t was, a - point of
nothing and therefore out of order,

MR, TULK:
No, at this point, I just want to -

PREMIER PECKFORD:

Yes, well, we have the rules to
deal with now, Mr. Speaker, so I
am out of order as was the hon.
nember . There are certain bills
that have to be done today, and a
requirement mainly -

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Oh, ohl

MR. TULK:
Okay. Go on.

PREMIER PECKFORD:

No, no . The Atlantic Accord
Implementation Actk has Lo be
amended . We can do the other one

right after that,. because 1L has
to come 1into force on tomorrow if
we are going to coincide with the
others,

MR. TULK:

When you are ready.

PREMIER PECKFORD:

We have no problems as it relates
to the resolution that we
ourselues put forward, because the
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Liberal party 1is on record as
willing to give Northern cod to
the French. So we do not mind if "~
you now support it and then have
to do a flip-flop.

Petitions

MR. GILBERT:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon, Lhe member For Burgeo -
Ray d'Espoir,

MR. GILBERT:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

I have a petition From 170
residents of Burgeo, Ramem  and
Gray River to the hon. House of
Assembly and Parliament assembled
and it says:

Humbly Sheweth;

That whereas the Burgeo Road has
received no upgrading or paving 1in
the past three years; and

Whereas the Burgeo Road 1is the
longest continuous gravel road in
Newfoundland; and

Whereas the towns of Burgeo and
Ramea are contribubting greatly to
the economy of Lhis Province
Ehrough their primary Industry; and

Whereas bthe c¢osk of Tiving and
Carrying on enterprise in T
Lowns 1s significantly higher due
to the dinadequacy of the present
road system;

Therefore, we , the undersigned,
petition Lhe Government of
Newfoundland and Labrador to hbegin
a programme immediately to upgrade
and pave the Burgeo road. We are
disqusted with the political gamnes
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being played and wish only to have
our transportation problems
alleviated. This will result in
improvements in the economy of our
araea through increased Laurism,
more high quality fish products

bheing praeparead herae and an
increase in the service sector,
all of which will increase

employment levels and generate
even more tax dollars. We ask
only to be treated fairly and with
respect and dignity.

Now , Mr Speakar, this is a
petition that I have made several
times this year in the House and
it is made because the people of
that area continue to send in
petitions to me to present. As
their member I have Lo present
them, even though I realize that
the Minister of Transportation is
going to get up and say it is
repetitious. Rut I would say to
the minister, and to you, Mr.
Speaker, that for the people who
live 1in Burgeo, Ramea and Grey
River it 1is not repetitious, it s
a day-to-day way of 1live, it is
the way those people have to live,
subjected to the atrocities of the
Burgeo road.

The people in Ramea and Grey River
are subject toe a little more
punishment because of the fact
they have to pay the rate to get
on a ferry to come to Burgeo
before they face the hazards of
the Burgeo road.

And the ferry cost from Grey River
and Ramea to Burgeo continues to
escalate because of the dinability
of this government to sign a deal
with the federal government. When
they assumed control of the ferry
service, 4t was a situation that
meant escalating costs were going
to be put on the taxpayers of
Newfoundland, and, again, these
. costs were going to be passed to

L2146 May 19, 1988 Yol Xi

the end users, Lthe people who use
the ferry system in Newfoundland.

Now, the people in this area have
been driven to a day of mourning.
I am sure the Premier is aware of
days of  wmourning, Me dnitiated

them 1in  Newfoundland. And Lhe
reason they did it, was to follow
the same procedure Lhat Lhe

Premier did in dnitiating his day
of mourning some years ago.

The day of mouring by the people
of Burgeo, Ramea and Grey River
was to attract the attention of
the rest of the people in the
Province to an uncaring government
and to try to bring their plight,
having to live with the Burgeo
Road, to Lthe attention of Lthe
taxpayers 1in Newfoundland, and to
point out Lhe serious problems
they have and the necessity of
having the Burgeo road paved and
upgraded. It adds to the cost of
living, as they say in thetdir
petition, because of the added
charges on freighlt coming into the
area and the higher depreciation
rate on thelr cars. Those people
have now been driven to the point
where they are going to the Small
Claims Court an an individual

hasis, Quer $250,000 worth of
claims are going to he filed
against the Departinant of

Transportation in the Small Claims
Court to again prove the point
they are talking about, the
damages and the extra wear and
tear on the vehicles they must use
to drive over that road.

Just yesterday I saw in  The
Evening Telegram that judges of
the court who have to go to Burgeo
to dispense Jjustice and Lo hear
those claims, are now complaining
hecause they have Lo drive over
the road in their own cars or in
cars provided by the Department of
Justice, It is not just their own
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cars, its cars. They do not like
to travel over that road. Now,
Mr. Speaker, how do you think the
people of Burgeo, Ramea and Grey
River feel? They have to drive
over that road every day.

MR, W. CARTER:
And with a Jot less income than
the judges.

MR. GILBERT:

And with less income, I would say,
and using their own  Cars not
governmnent cars, I would submit,
Mr. Speaker, that 1if the Premier
and the ministers over there had
to drive over the Burgeo road, I
would nokt be standing here today
making a plea on hehalf of bthe
people of Burgeo and Ramea, their
road would be paved.

I am sorry the Jjudges are not
happy that they have Lo use
government cars to drive over this
road, and for the discomfort they
have to  go through, but, Mr .
Speaker, I think more about the
residents of Burgeo and the people
who have to come over that road in
an ambulance. They are the ones I
am concerned about, so I now call
upon this government, the Premier
and the Minister of Transportation
(Mpr . Doyle), ko stop posturing
regarding the Burgeo road, stop
passing Lthe buck and saying it is
the federal government and we
cannot do anything until we get an
agreement. Start a process now to
use the money that 1s available,
the ordinary ¢$40 million they have
every year to use for paving and
upgrading,

MR. SPFEAKER:
Order, pleasel

MR. GLLBERT:

In conclusion, Mr. Speaker, I ask
the minister to stop posturing and
do some paving on the Burgeo road,
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SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:

Before recognizing +the hon. the
member for the Strailt of Belle
Isle I would like to welcome Hazel
McIsaac, a former member for St
George's.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. the member for the Strait
of Relle Isle.

Mr. Speaker, I rise Lto support
this petition presented by the
memher for Burgeo — BRay d'Espoir,

I hesitated bhefore standing up,
hecause I thought some menber Firom
the other side would stand up &and

support this petition. Rut 1t s
obvious, from the way they

scampered out of their seals, that
they do not have any great amount
of dinterest din the Burgeo road.
In the meantime, I am prepared to
eat these words 1if some member
would want to get up and support
the petition, some significant
member, hopefully the former
Minister of Transportation who has
reverted to his old habit of
running out whenever something is
mentioned on roads, or the present
Minister of Transportation who, I
am sure, is within hearing
distance of this.

Mr. Speaker, T would be remiss 1if
I did not praise the member For
presenting Lthis petition. Surely
he has done a lot to bring this
road Lo Lhe attention of the
people of this Province. I am
sure 1Lt ds a fact today Lhat
guerywhere in Newfoundland ancl
Labrador, and I would esven say
part of Atlantic Canada,
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everywhere, people know about the
Rurgeo road and the problems being
experienced there.

And a lobt of that publicity, not
all of 1it, Mr. Speaker, can be
albtributed to this hon. member who
has stood 1in his place in this
House so many times -

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

~and so gallantly put forward the
plea of the people of Burgeo. I
think he deserves to be given all
the credit he is due.

SOME HON., MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

Mr . Speaker, the hon. mermk e
pointed out that Lhis  is the
longest stretch of unpaved road in
the Province.

Now I would venture Lto say Lthat
the people in Burgeo are not
asking this government to go oul
tomorrow morning and pave that
total stretch of road; people are
not that unreasonable. What the
people in Burgeo are asking is
Lhat this government would come up
with & reasonahle approach to
paving their road. If they had
some indication that some  work
will be done this year, some more
work done next year and the year
after, a reasonable approach, I do
not think they would bhe nearly as
upset as they are. They would not
be accusing government of playing
politics and this sort of thing if
they could see some indication
that this year they are a little
closer to having their road paved
than they were last year, and that
next year they will be a Ilittle
closer than they were the year
baefore. I think the whole problem
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is the uncertainty, because they
realize the way this government
has chosen to play the game; they
realize this is nothing bhut
politics and pork barreling.

What Lthey would like Lo see 1s a
reasonahle approach to this, Mr,
Speakar. They know the road will
he paved euentually. They know
abhout the Round Pond road
situation and all the politics
that- connotes. They are aware of
all the shenanigans and the
under-the-table stuff that goes on
Wi th this government  and they
realize it is going to he
extremely difficult for them to
get their road paved 1if people
like their member do not continue
to bombard, do not continue Lo hit
this government over the head, and
that i1s why Lthey are sending those
petitions din, so that the member
can present them.

MR. W. CARTER:
There were no petitions to get the
Round Pond Road done.

MR. DECKER:

You are absolutely right. There
was no pelbition to get the Round
Pond Road done.

Mr Speaker, when a fFaormer
Conservalive Premier of this

Province, Frank Moores, WwWas in
power, he announced, I think it
might have bheen 1in the early
1970s, maybe 1973 or 1972, that he
was going to have a five year
roads programme e that there
would be no more confusion; if you
Tived down in Burgeo vyou could
pick up the five year programnea
and you could see that two years
down the road, or whatever, there
would be paving done in your area.

At the time, I was mayor of a

comnunity in this Province. So I
came into Lhe Department of
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Transportation and asked Lto see
that five year programme, and the
Deputy Minister sort of laughed at

me when I asked for it. I said,
"Look, the Premier announced it at
the Mayors and Municipalities

Convention. I know it exists.'
He said, I am not laughing at the
fact that it exists, I am laughing
at the fact that we are into our
second five year programme . '
'"But,' I said, 'the government has
only been 1in power about two or
three years.' 'You are exactly
right,' he said, 'they have only
been in twe or three years and
already they have come up with a
second five-year programme because
they had no -intention of carrying
out the first one, and I would
assume that they have no intenbion
of carrying out the second one.'
Now, Lhat 1s not the kind of five
year programne I am talking
aboul. I am talking about a f(ive
year programmne which has some
meat, which the government intends
to carry out, not Lo gebt up and
make political points on, not to
try ko get an election out of. T
am talking about an
honest-to-goodness five yaar
programme so that the people in
Burgeo and the people in Cape
Onion and the people all over
Newfoundland will know that there
15 a systematic system in place so
that somewhere down the road, and
they will know when, the road to
Burgeo will he paved.

I should say, Mr. Speaker, that
when I finally did see this five
year  programme, there was some
pavement allocated to a part of

the Province where I live, T was
delighted. But the Deputy

Minister said, 'Now, Mr. Deckar,
do not be too delighted, because
it only takes a by-election Lo be
called somewhere in this Province
and  you will lose thalt bit of
pavemenet pretty so-and-so fFast.'
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Mr . Speaker, right on! I was
hardly home bhefore sameone
resigned - I forget who 1t was
and a by-election came due. And
that pavement, which was in a five
year programme 1in 1972 and 1974,
still has rnot arrived in mny
district. So that is not the kind
of foolishness I want to see
carried on any Jlonger. I would
like to see a reasonable approach
so that the people of Burgeo will
not - have to have their member
standing up every day asking that
that road be paved, they will know
that the government intends Lo do
it in  good Faith, Mr. Speaker.
That 1s the key, 1in good Ffaith.
Thank you very much,

SOME HON, MEMBERS:

Hear, hear!

Orders of the Day

MR. SIMMS:

Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The han. the
Leader.

Governmant House

MR. SIMMS:

I think there 1is an agreement to
put Bill No. 32 through all stages
today so that we may have 1t
proclaimed in time. It dis Order
30, Bill No. 32, "An Act To Amend
The Canada-Newfoundland Atlantic
Accord Implementation

(Newfoundland) Act."

If Your Honour would like to call
that order, then I will rise and
speak to it  on behalf of the
Praomier.

MR. SPEAKER:

Order 30. Bill No. 32.

The hon . the Government House
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Leader.

MR. SIMMS:

Mr . Speaker, this dis really a
rather minor amendment butbt, 1in any
event, 1t needs to be done. The

Canada - NewFoundland Atlantic
Accord Implementation Act

originally, that is the provincial
Accord Act and the federal Accord
Act, as well, came ‘into Fforce and
both were proclaimed on April 4,
1987 with the exception ofF
Division 8 of the legislation.
Part 2 of that Division in {the
federal Accord Act did not have
provincial equivalent sections in
the provincial Accord Act.

Division 8, part 2 of the federal
Accord Act does contain, however,
the same provisions as Division 7,
part 2 of the provincial Accord
Act, and relates to the public
registry of interest where there
was a 180 day transitional period
provided For in that legislation
under that act.

Now, what transpired since then,
of course - 1in fact, that registry
has not yet been established,
incidentally, but the regulations
pertaining to the registry, and
the provisions of the Federal
Atlantic Accord Act respecting the

registry, will now come ‘into lorce
on the 20th day of May. That 180
day transitional period really

should not start to run until that
particular datle.

So it is  simply to change the
effective date to May 20, which is
a date that has been agreed to by
officials at the federal and
provincial level. our own act,
the Canada - Newfoundland Atlantic
Accord Implementation Ack, needs
to be amended to  reflect that
particular change. It is pretty
well outlined in the explanatory
notes there, Mr. Speaker.
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I move second reading.

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. the member for Gander.

MR. BAKER:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

T remember, quite some time aqgo,
going through hours and hours in
this House where we debated Uthe
Atlantic Accord, and the minister
remembers it well, I helieve
there was one all-night session,
Mr., Minister, that related to Lhe
Atlantic Accord.

The Opposition at that time was
trying to make certain amendments
to the Atlantic Accord which
would, in  our opinion, dmprove
it. Some of Lthe amendments were
very minor. The amendmenks werae
so minor, as a matter of fact, Mr.
Speaker, that one particular
amendment 1 proposed was something
that tLhe government agreed wikh,
that the federal pecple agreed
with, according to the Minister of
Energy at the time, and that we
agreed with, and we Felt should be
in there so all parties to the
Allantic Accord were in agreement,
yet the point was made that there
would be no amaendments.

T would sdimply like to make the
point that it ds dinteresting that
Lhe minister comes along at this
time and says that he wants *to
mak e an amencment, howeuer
innocucous Lthis amendment 1s, and
is looking for the co-operation of
all parties concerned hecause
there is a Lime deadline, this has
to he done by tomorrow and so on.
Nobody was g0 anxious Lo make
amendments during that debate,
There was no indication of
co—-operation at that time even, 1
will stress 1t again, Mr. Speaker,
even on a very minor dssue that we
all agreed would not change the
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substance of the Atlantic Accord
but would be desirable to have in
there, and we all agreed il should
be there, Even under those
circumstances the then Minister of
Enerqy, although he expressed
agreement with what was being sadd
by the Qpposition, said that there
would be no amendments.

MR. TULK:

Was that the former member for St.
John's East?

MR. BAKER:
That was the former member for St.
John's East. Of course maybe his
intransigent stand on dssues like
this is one of the reasons why he
is no longer sitting opposite. As
a matter of fackt, that district 1is
not even represented by a
government member, for the first
Lime ever, I believe, Mr. Speaker,

So  now  the governmenlk comes in
with an amendment that seems to be
fairly simple. The ministaer
explained that it was a very minor
change, Lthey wanted a date pul in
there for a number of reasons. I
have not, I must admit, Mr .
Speaker, done my research on this
bil1l, because to do so would be to
go hack through the Atlantic
Accord, & rather substantial
document, to try to determine if
throughout that whole document,
the Atlantic Accord, Bi11l 1 I
believe 1t was at the time, 1if I
rememher correctly, to see if
there were any clauses in there at
all that would be affected by this
date change.

Now I have not done that to my
satisfaction. I suppose I should
have, 1if I had been doing my job
Fully in the House. I have a Jlot
of other things to do, a lot of
olbher responsibilities. I would
like to ask the minister the
question: By making thal change,
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even though on the surface it
seems simple, what else 1is there
in the Accord that is tied to any
kind of date like this? It says
here, 'Where any right in respect
of which an dinstrument may be
registered dn  this Division was
acquired before the coming idnto
force of this section,' and so on,
'not later than one hundred and
eighty days after the coming into

force of this section, the
priority and validity of such
right shall he determined as
though the instrument was

registered under this Division at
the time the right was acquired
and as though this section was in
Force at that time.'

That 1s what exists now and it ds
amended by striking out the words,
P he  coming dinto  Force of  this
saection," wherever they occur and
substituting the words "bhe 20th
May, 1988"',

Is Lthere anything else in that
Accord — and I am thinking now in
terms of the section on Lhe
environmental protection and the
section on the licencirg and all
that kind of thing - dependent on
that date that wmight change? I
wonder dif the minister has had
that researched and could he
explain that to us?

MR. SIMMS:
Lf the hon. minister speaks now he
closes the debate, Mr. Speaker,

MR. TULK:
The Speaker knows that.

MR. SPEAKER:
IF the hon. minister speaks now,
he ¢loses the debate,

MR. SIMMS:
No. His Honour ceame in mwidway and
I was just letting him know.
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MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the
Council. -~

President of the

MR. SIMMS:

The reason for this minor
amendment, Mr. Speaker, 1s so that
the 180 day transitional period,
which dis the period Gthat deals
wikth registering interests -

R. BAKER:

Who does it tie down?

MR. STMMS :

The idea of Lhis amendment is to
make sure that it runs on the same
day as the similar transitional
period which exists in the federal
Accord Act begins to run. That 1is

all, Nothing more nothing less.
It is just to  make sure it
coincides. We did not have Lhe

date there so that it coincided
with the Federal act. S0 the date
would coincide.

If the beginnings of those two
periods did not coincide and did
not begin at the same time, the
resulting problems would be that
people who wanted to make
registrations and so on, it would
he a bhit of shamble. That is the
whole point and purpose of it.
So, there is no more than that to
it It s  straightforward, May
20th,

MR. BAKER:
Could I ask a question?

MR. STMMS:

Yes, boy! Or you can ask it 1in
Committee, i you wish, in A
minute, or whatever,

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Gander.

MR. BAKER:
The ather part was - and I do not
want to prolong this, Mr, Minister
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- I wanted to be assured, on the
record, that there was nothing in
that act that was now influenced
by this. In other words, if this
was this difference betwesan the
fFederal and provincial acts, then
would that change anything in the
understanding that we had when we
originally passed the Atlantic
Accord?

MR, SPEAKER:
The hon. the
Council.

President of the

MR. SIMMS:

I understand what the hon. memnber
is saying. Further, the expert
legal minds we have working with
respect to the legislation -
development of the legislation,
amendments to the legislation,
drafting of Lthe amendments - such
as the Clerks at the Table, the
Legislative Counsel people, Lhey
have not made me aware of any
other problems Uthat might exist
with this date change. I do not
believe it has any effect on any
other section, and it His further
confirmed by the Clerk at the
Table, with the nod of her head.
S0 T take the advice of Lthe legal
experts, the people who drafted
the legislation.

T move second veading, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
Ts it the pleasure of bthe House
that the said bill be now read a
sacond Lime?

MR. TULK:

Just to make a point bo tLhe
Government House Leader.

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. the member for Fogo.

MR. TULK:

If it 1is possible, by leave or by
unanimous consent, I think we
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could dispense with Committee and
get right on with it.

MR. SIMMS:
That certainly would he accepbtable
Lo us, if the third party agrees.

MR. LONG:
We agree,

MR. SIMMS:

That is agreed. So we could just
do the necessary recording. Your
Honour could dispense with all the
reading and we would accept 1t as
going through Committee stage as
well as third reading. I do not
know 1if you would have to sit at
the Tabhle or not. I am not quite
certain.

MR. TULK:
No, not with leave. We can do

what we like.

MR, SLIMMS:

Anything that is done by leave, is
done by Jleava.

MR. SPEAKER:
Is that agreed?

MR. SIMMS:
Is Lhat agreed, Your Honour?

MR. SPEAKER:
Agreed .

MR. SIMMS:

Is that acceptable to the Table, I
wonder? There 1s no difficulty
there?

MR. SPEAKER:
Agreed.

MR. SIMMS:
We have to take a vote on it. So
I mouve third reading, right?

MR, TULK:
Right! Take a voke Lthat covers

second and third reading.
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On  wmotion, a bill, "An Act To
Amend The Canada - Newfoundland
ALtlantlc Accord Tinplemantation
(Newfoundland) Act," read a second
and Lhird time, ordered passed and
its title be as on the Order
Papar . (Rill No. 32)

MR. SIMMS:
Your Honour, you wish to know the
next item of business, I guess?

It dis the continuing debate on the
Meech Lake motion, which dis Motion

Bu,

I thank hon. members, Your Honour,

and the table for all your
co—operation,

The continuing debate on Motion b
which was adjourned by the menber
for St. John's East.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member fFor St
East.

John's

MR. LONG:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

To pick up where I Jleft off, with
only a few brief comments before
the close of the debate on

Tuesday, in speaking to the
amendment proposed by the Liberal
Party to tUthe motion presented hy

the government to adopt the Meech
Lake Accord and Lthe amendments to
the Constitution, it seemed Lo me,
Mr Speaker, that it Was an
interesting lesson din the bhusiness
of  how parliamentary affairs are
somaetimes conducted, The
Government House Leader, when I
was closing my remarks the other
day, acknowledged that perhaps it
was hecause I was a relatively new
member T was making observations
on the performance of the Liberal
Parlty and thatt I should not be
surprised. But I must confFess
Lhal: T was indeed surprised.
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At the beginning of the debate on
Meech Lake, shortly after the
opening of the House and the
presentation of the Throne Speech,
when the Liberal Party gave a
commitment that 1t was going to
regisker 1ts Ffull opposition to
the Meach Lake Accord and to the
proposed motion by the government
to give support From this House,

and that it would not be
presenting any amendments for the
debalte, it was not: somekhing

extraordinary to see at a later
point kEhat Uthe Liberal Opposilion
decided to indeed hring Forward an
amendment

T guess the dntenlion of such an
amendmenlt was to, perbhaps, prolong
the debate, which I have no
problem with. I tGthink the dissue
before us and the motion to give
support Ffrom this House and from
Lhis Province to the Meech Lake
Accord is one that should take all
the time that members of this hon.
House feel necessary to engage a
full, thorough, comprehensive
reading of the proposed amendments
to the Constitution, and to talke
some time to establish clearly the
position of all parties in Lhe
House, all members and, indeed, to
consider all dimplications for this
Province on the proposed adoption
of the Meech Lake Accord.

Mr . Speaker, I must say that
although recognizing the value and
the wvalidity of introducing an
amencment  to  carry forward the
debate Ffor some time Tlonger than
might he without an amendmenl, il
would seem logical to me Tthat an
amencdment  would be brue Lo the

principles tLhat Lhe party
proposing it would bring to Lthe
debate, 50 it was  with some

surprise that I observed, as Uthe
members of Lhe Liberal Party spoke
kLo the party's amendment - I
understand 1t was moved by the
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inember for S5t Barbe - I
understood, and perhaps I Wa s

mistaken and perhaps that
reflected my relatively
inexperienced position in  the

House, that it was nolt necessarily
an amendment  put  forward by Lthe
party but an amendment put forward
by an dndividual backbencher, one
member of the House who wanted to
mak e parlicular poinkts in the
debate.

In any case, Mr. Speaker, I was
quite surprisaed Lo G @e aakar
after saspeaker from Lthe @l
Party rise and speak to Lhe
amendment and say that they were
opposed Lo the Meech Lake Accord,
they weuld not be supporting the

motion pulk Foruéard by Lhe
government to give support Ffrom
Lhis House +to the Accord, Rut
they were also opposed to the
amendmeant put Forward by lhe

member for St. Barbe. The first

person I noticed making such
remarks was the memher For
Gander . I was in my seat and I

was quite intrigued and interested
to hear the comments by the menber
for Gander who gave his reasons
For naot supporting the amendment,
which calls for the recognition of
special status, a special sociely
fFor the Province of Newfoundland
and Labrador.

He did not think that that made a
whole Jot of sense, ancd was not
necessarily consistent with Ehe
procass of amending the
constitution. The very nexl day
Lhe Liberal Leader rose In  his
place to speak for the second time
in Lhe debatoe, He had spoken on
the main motion, and was speaking
to  the amendment presented by a
member of his party, the member
For S, Barbe, and he said Uthat
he, too, could not support the
amencment: as proposad by Lhe
member for St. Barbe.
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Then the member for Burgeo - Bay
d'Espoir gokt up and said he had
problems with the Meach Lake
Accord, but he also had problaems
with the amendment.

Mr, Speaker, as I say, it was an
interesting exercise for me as a
relatively new member of Lhe
Legislature to observe some of how
the business of this House 1is
conducbed on occasion, and it
occurred to me that there may be
some validity 1in making moves to
use the rules and procedures and
the Orders of the Day to ltake more
time for what dis a very dmportant
debate; we are, after all, talking
about the people's Constitution,
the Constitution of the country.

But, 1t would seem ko me that -f
we are going to do that, if we are
going to bring to the debakte a
genuine interest in having a full,
thorough Feulden ofF all Lhe
implications of the motion in
Front of us, if we are going Lo
present any amendments, we would
logically present amendments that
reflect a g¢genuine interest in the
subsltance of khe resolubtion hefore
us.

Instead, Mr . Spaeakaer, what T
learned was that members of the
Liberal party were allowing one
amongst them to bring forward an
amencment that did not, in any
real way, reflect the opinion of
the Liberal caucus, and certainly
ot the Leader of the Liberal
party 1in this Province. So  we
find ourselves in what I would
think to  be a rather unusual
situation, in which the hon. House
is debating for a number of days
an amendment to the main motion,
I an nok sure if there -is anybody
left 1in the House at this point
who would helieue wi th @ny
commitment that the amendment has
value and  would strenglhen the
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motion.

I would not he too surprised, Mr,
Speaker, although 1t wight be out
of order, 1if the wmember for St.
Rarbe were Lo rise in his place Lo
concluce the debhate on hi &
amencdment, having sab here For a
number of days listening to the
interventions by members of both
sides, and he decided to withdraw
Lhe amendment because he had come
to his senses and realized that it
had nothing to do with Lthe motion
in front of us.

SOME HQON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

Mr. Speaker, 1t really had nothing
Lo say about the Meach Lake
Accord, the amendments to ke
Constitution of this country, but
was more a gesture on his part Lo
engage in -

MR. TULK:
Mr. Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:
On & point: of order, the hon. Lthe
member for Fogo.

MR. TULK:

Oon a point of order, Mr. Speaker,
T do nok wanlk to refer Lo the hon,
member's speech at all bhecause he

de i Full Fldight, and I do not

want to interrupt him,

Mr. Speaker, perhaps bthe Deputy
Premier (Dr. Collins) could inform
us . I understood that the Premier
said just now when I asked hin if
he wanted to debate the
government's resolution that was
put down by the government House
Leader (Mr. Simmns) today that
after the legislation concerning
Lhe Atlantic Accord was passed, he
would he ready to debate the
resolution put Forward by Lhe
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Government House Leader on behalf
of the Government. I say to the
Deputy Premier, if that dis tLhe
case, we are perfectly willing to
do that.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Health.

DR. COLLINS:
Mr. Speaker, I think what happened
Was that there Was a certain

amount of interjection or
conversation across the Housa, I
think the hon . House Leader
opposite (Mr. Tulk) did suggest
that we might get into that
roesolution afterwards . T Lhink
the hon. Premiepr responded by

saying Lhat  we wolld  have no
problem with that, but the House
Leader himselfF said that we will
call the resolution in due course.

T Ehought you were going to call
it after.

DR. COLLINS:
No, I am quite clear,

MR. TULK:
That is what was said,

DR. COLLINS:
No, the hon., House Leader said
that we will call the resclution
in due course. He did not make a
commitment one way or another in
that regard.

MR. SPEAKER:

To that point of order, there is
no poinl of order. It seemns lthere
is a misunderstanding, I do not
Ehink bthere was any consensis as
to proceed on that motion.

The hon. the wmember For St. John's

Fast .,

MR. LONG:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
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SOME HON. MEMBERS:
-Hear, hear!

MR. BUTT:
We will all listen to you.

MR, LONG:

Mr. Speaker, as T was saying with
reference to the amendment that s
in front of uws, the amendment to
the motion presented by the
government ko give the support of
this hon. House to the Meech Lake
Accord, Gt would not come as a
great surprise to me, Mr. Speaker,
iF  the member who presented the
amendment, the member Far St.
Rarhe (Mr. Furey), were Lo rise in
his place and achinit that the
amenchnenl. was presented not in the
spirit of engaging the debate in
Front: of us, or addressing the
main motion and strengthening it
and trying Lo draw out Features of
the adoption of the Accord that
would be strengthened by such an
amendment, but that dinstead the
ainendment was simply playing
political games.

The amendment as it is presented,
Mr . Speaker, calls for an
amendment to the Meech Lake Accord
that would give recognition to the
Province of Newfoundland and
Labrador as a distinct sociely,
and that we would, along with

recognilion of Quebec Aas a
distinct society, define a special
skatus For Lhe Province of

Newfoundland and Labrador.

Mr,  Speaker, the member for St.
Barhe's smiles  and, as T have
said, I thave listened to other
members of his parly speak Lo it
I do not really think that in the
spirit of the genuine debate that
is happening across this country;
coast Lo coast, and dindeed, North
to South - sometimes T do not
think  that we recognize Lhal the
country is more than just coast Lo
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coast but that there 1is a wvery

importanl part of he debale
happening in the Northern reglons
of Lhis country - that tLhe

amendment enters the debate in
Lhalt spirit  of genuine dialogne
and dis not really an expression of
the reservakions bthat many peopla
have across the country about some
of the weaknesses of the Accord,
but rather it 1is simply an attempt
by the member for S5t. Barbe to try
ancd make some politics of what 1is
olherwise a very serious, somber,
thoughtful and, in many, many
ways, a very drivisive debalte
amongst people across the
country. So what we have added to
it dis the suggestion that - we
recognize Newfoundland andl
Labrador din the Constitution of
Canada as a special society.

Mr. Speaker, I was quite pleased
in bthe earlier days of the dehate
on the main motion when the member
For Bonavista North (Mr, Lush)
stood din  his place and talked
about Mow Newfoundland and
Labrador was a great society, what
a proud people we are and what a
proud person he 18 Lo be a
representaltive of one seclbion of
the populatiorn, but then went on,
Mr . Speaalkar, to give his OWN
personal Lestimony, if you will,
as bto the special place thal the
people of Quebec, the
French-speaking people of Lhis
country, have.

Mr. Speaker, j'ai pas une probleme
avec le propesition de créde un

statut special pour le Province du
Quebeac.

J'ai pas une probleme avec 1'idl1
que peut étre dans ce pays il y a
deux nabions, deux nations,
Monsieur le President, grand on
lis 1'histoire de le pays c¢'esth
evident avec une perspective
historique il y a peut éhtre
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vraiment des deux nations dans ce
Pays .,

lLe  Province du Quebec, c¢'eslt une
soclieté vraiment unique et pour
moi clast: une gquestion Lrés
different, et c'est separé de le
statut, le position de la Province
Terre Neuve et Labrador.

Mr . Speaker, essentially what T am
saying is that L believe Lhe dssue
of the place of Newfoundland and
Labrador, the Province of which we
are all, as individual members,
proud to represent sectlons of the
population, the question of our
place in a country called Canada,
of  which we are the youngest
member, is a question of &
different sort than the place of
Lhe Province of Quebec.

The idea that we are indeed a very
distinct part of this country is
one that should not, in any
Erivial way, be confused with the
very critical question of
consbitutional reform, the
definition of the place of Quebec,
as one of two founding nations of
the country called Canada, the
place of Quebec, and, indeed, the
bringing dinto the constitutional
Family, as it 1s often referred
to, of this Province.

Mr. Speaker, I think there dis a
Tot to bhe said for the adoption of
the Meeach Lake Accord as &

Fundamental stap Forward in
bringing this country to a point
of  heing  whole. I  Ekhink, Mr.

Speaker, without having had the
acdoption by Lhe provincial
Legislature and without Lhe
acceptance of the people of Quebec
and their leaders of Lhe
Constitution, as it was
repatriated not too long ago, what
we  have, in reality, legal and
otherwise 4in this country, 1is a
fractured realily. The absence of

’
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Quebec's stgnature o the
Constitution is one that
Canadians, coaslt to coast, North
to South, should not, and, I
believe, do not take very
lightly.

Mr. Speaker, the situation we see
on the national political scene is
one in which all three parties, my
own party, the New Democratic
Party, Lhe lLiberal Party, and,
ohviously, the government are
united 1inm a drive to bring Quebec
into the Constitution and to adopt
what s admiktedly, certainly by
mambers of our  own party and
certainly by Mr. Broadbent, what
is admittedly a flawed document
and whal  was, at:  the Eidne, é
1 awed Process. Rut: the
importance of saying yes ko Quebeac
alt this point in the history of
Fhis country <dis one bthalt cannot be
taken lightly.

With that saild, Mr. Speaker, there

are indeed very serious and
genuine reservations that many,
many individuals, groups,

comnunities and indeed certain
sections of Lhe country, namely
the North, and without attaching
any secondary dmportance to dt,
namely the Native people, people
who have very, very serious
reservations about the dmplication
ofF wmoving Forward +in a process
Lhat says yes to Quebec, but a
process that does not include
other groups.

MR. SPEAKER (Parsons):
Order, please!

This being Thursday and we have to
read the questions for Lthe Late
Show. Question MNo. 1 says, "T an

neot satisifed with the answer
given thy Lhe Minister For
Ernvironment and Lands (M.

Russell) on  bthis  Swmner's spray
programme. "
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MR. LONG:

Who was that from?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. Lhe member for St. John's
East .

MR. LONG:
Ooh, I thought so.

MR. SPEAKER:
I Look it Ffor granted thalt he

knew, Everyone else would know
too.

Queslion MNo. 2 is & question to
the Deputy Premier on the
reinsbatement, of the contract with
the French company, and that s
From ke hon. Lhe  member For
Twillingate.

The third question says, "I am not
sabisfiod with the answer given by
the Minister of Fisheries on the
cancellation of the contract wilh
the French company," and that is
From Lhe member For Fogo.

Before I ask the hon. member For
St. John's East to rise, I would
like to welcowme to the gallery
Mrs. Hazel Maclssac, welcome
Mrs., MacIssac was a Former member
of this House,

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. the member for St. John's
East.

MR. LONG:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker, I was bheginning Lo
addraess  Lhe many and very serious
reservations Lhat people across
Lhe counlbry have expressed about
Lhe process of adopting a
constitutional accord which says
yes to Quebec, but which does not
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at the time also say vyes to the
people of the North, the Yukon and
the Northwest Territories, the
native peoples of this country
and, indeed, the women of this
country.

Mr. Speakaer, Lthere are some vaery
serious Flaws in  the Meech Lake

Accord. T wmust say at  kimes T
have had great difficulty. We

ave had protracted discussions -in
our own caucus, very lively and

lenglhy debate aboul oure OWnN
response as Newfoundlanders to the
adoption of this Accord. L must

say that at times have been of
mixed feelings on the question of
whether we agree to vote in favour
of Lthe Meech Lake Accord, flawed
as it is.

At times I believe there -is no way
at this point dn time we should
allow a process which says yes to
Quebec to die, that the historic
importance of bringing Quebec, a
distinct society, as it is, one of
two founding nations of the
country, into the Constitution, is
a fundamental step forward 6
making this country whole.

At  other Limes, Mr. Speaker, T
consider representations bthat havae
been made to our office by, among

olhers, the Leader of Fha
Government din the Yukon, who, of
course, s Lhe only remaining

leader of the NDP governmenlt in
the country at this timne -

SOME HON, MEMRBERS:

Hear, hear!

MR. LONG:

- Mr. Tony Penequeb, who has bhean
the government leader din the Yukon
for, I believe, aboult three years
now, and who dis moving forward in
a very, very progressive direction
to bring New Democratic policies
and programmes to the North, to
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bring some thoughtful and creative
initiatives to the people of the
Yukon.

When Mr. Penequet says thalt the
Meach lLake Accord is a bhetrayal to
the peoples of the North, M-,
Spaealkar, especially when M
Penaquet is a governmenlt leacder of
the samme party Lhat I an a member,
I have to deal quite seriously
wilh Lthe concerns of Lthe people
from the Yukon, the concerns of
Ihe people from the Northwest
Territories, and, indeed, My,
Speaker, the voices of the people
from the North, many of which are
recorded in the report of the ltask
force on Meech Lake Constitutional
Accord and on the Yukon and
Northwest Territories, from the
Canadian Senate.

The report of Lthe Senate Task
Force on the Meech Lake Accord has
in 1its pages some quite wmoving,
eloguent, emorkional and very real
testimonies from the people of the
North who bhelieve that they have
been treated in the Meech Lake
process as second c¢lass citizens,
that they have been denied their
place as equal c¢itizens of this
country, and that, to them, while
the Accard mnay hauve as an
essential wvalue, saying vyes to
Quehec, abt lLhe same ine it gives
a message that is, at Jleast, Mr.
Speakaer, very discouraging Lo Uthe
people of the North.

Mr. Speaker, there ds also no
prouisiaon in tLhe Accord For
further constitutional discussions
wilkh respect to Lthe position of
the aboriginal peoples of this
country. Mp Speaker and all
members of the House will know
that the member For Menihek and
myself have on numerous occasions
-~ I am sure the member for Torngat
will appreciate this - that we
have continuously, btime and again,
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brought  into Lhis Chamber Lhe
concerns of the Native peoples of
our Province, particularly Lhe
Native people of Labrador, the
Trnmu and the Tnuik, We have
hrought those concerns forward,
Mr. Speaker, out of a recognition
that is a fundamental principle of
the New Democratic Party in this
country and a very historic
commitment to Dbring forward the
voices of Native people in this
country into the white-dominated
chambhers, into white political
debates, +dinto white society, and
to Lry and bring forward a
recognition Lhat Lhera i A
lagacy, M, Speaker, in this
country that dis not always one
that we, as newcomers, that we as
a people who have all, in one
fashion ar another, been
tmmigrants to Lhis land, a legacy
we should not take Llightly.

My, Speaker, our position and our
aclbions, wvis-a-uis the stabus of
Lhe aboriginal people of Lhis
counkry s a very, very lmportant
ohe, and we acknowledge that Uthere
are serious deficiencies wilth the
Meaech Lake Accord, dinasmuch as it
does nok move Forward the long,
long process of redressing some of
the fundamental injustices which
have bheen played on the Native
people of this country.

Mr. Speaker, these are some of our
concerns. We will be hringing
forward further amendmente after
we address the amendment as been
pulb forward by the member Ffor §St.
Rarhe, and we will take further
opportunity ko expand on some of
the concerns we have about the
failings of the Mewrch Lake Accord.

In the couple of minutes I have
ramaining, T would like Lo come
back and address the tdssue as ib
has hean Formulated in Lhe
amaendment  again, and thak s Lhe
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issne of recognition oF
Newfoundland and Labrador ags a
distincl sociely, One to he
equated with Quebec in tLhe
Constitution of the country.

I world Tike o address the
amendment in terms of some of the
debate which, particularly Lhe
Premier and the Leader of Lhe
Liberal Opposikion (Mr. Wells)
have been having in recent days,
and indeed, since the Leader of
the Opposition has taken his seat
at Lhe beginning of this session,
and that 1s the debate concerning
Fisheries jurdsdiction, ancl the
issue of Northern cod stocks,
surplus, non-surplus and Lhe
efforts by the Premier Lo define
again and again and over and over
a position that he says d1s the
position of the lLiberal Party.
The Leader of the Liberal Party
cang s bhack, and Lhere is @
ongaing dehate, M Speaker,
betwean bthe Prammier and the lLeader
of Lhe offFicial Opposition
concerning the very important
issues of allocations of cad
stocks and the boundary dispute
with St. Pierre.

T would 1like to say, Mr. Speaker,
at this point that in sitting and
listening to the debate for some
time, there are variations on Lthe
theme and 4t 1s expressed and
manifested - in diffFerent ways,
depending on what the specific
issue might be.

T have to say Gthat I have been
persuaded by the interventions
made by the Premier in my own
effForts to give serious review of
what  is in the Meech Lake Accord,
and how the Premier has presented
Lhe opening, as he calls i, that
NewfFoundland has received 1in  the
section in which Lhere is a
promise Lo dinclude the dssue of
Fisheries jurisdiclbion din further
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constitutional review,

My, Speaker, I concede Lthat the
Premier and the Government of this
Province have, indeed, something
in the Meesch Lake Accord that is
not wikthout value,

We have heard comnentators suggaesl
that such a provision for further
constibtubional reuiaw does not:
amount. to a whole Tlot, din fact,
does nobt really have any meaning,
but I think there is something to
he said For +this Province having
QT & recognition that is
eassentially a defacto appreciation
of the special status Lhat this
Province has +Hin Canada. T think
the Premier won a concession to
have wribkten dinto the Meech Lake
Accord a provision fFfor special
consideration of a very difficult
issue involvuing provincial and
Federal Jurdisdiclbion, namely with
respect to fisheries.

I must say that for at least one
reason I helieve that the
inclusion oF this -~ what amounts
to a promise of constitutional
review on fisheries jurisdiction
is a positive Ffeature of the Meech
Lake Accord bhecause it says at
Jeast one thing to me, and that is
Lhat the Accord, as adopted at
Meach lake, has built dnto it a
process of Furither review,

Ry way of concluding, Mr. Speaker,
I would say that sowe of the
issues T have raised, and we will
he raising bLhemn again, some of the
concerns Lthat New Democrats and
many  others across the country
have about bthe Meech Lake Accord,
I, for one, bhelieve bthalk the dissue
of recognizing the dimportance of
discussing under Uthe Constitubtion
Lhe question of jurdisdiction in
the Fisheries is an  dindication
that the Meech Lake Accord is only
the beginning ofF a process of
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constitutional review and that it
is not, by any means, the final
word .

We can  all, as  Canadians, look
forward to a further review, not
only of Lhe rights and pogition of
Native people, Northerners, and
woman, bitt also of NewFoundlanders
with respect to  the issue  of
Fisheries jurisdicldion.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker

MR . ENWTCK :
Hear, hear!

MR. GULLAGE:
Mr . Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Waterford
- Kenmnount .

SOME HON., MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. GULILAGE:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker,

It is a pleasure to be able to
speak to the amendment as proposed
by my colleague, the member for
51, Barbhe  (Mr, Furey), on the
recognition that Newfoundland and
fabrador in Fact: does incdead
constitute within Canada &
distinct sociebty.

The first point I would like Lo
make, as  was  wade in the last
response Lo the amendment:,
NewFoundland  was in Fact veary
distinct prior to 1949 din Lthat it
was a nabion with equal status to
Canada and in that respect alone
deserves distinct status. Quebec
has never, ever had that status,
even though it was one of Lthe
founding partners. French and
Friglish were the predominent
languages and the predominent
cultures at the time of
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Confederation, bt cerbainly
Quebec could never argque that it
was  in Fact a distinclt nalbion as
Newfoundland can certainly argue.

In the Meech lLake Accord Lhe
recognition that the existence of
French-speaking Canadians centered
in Quehec ik also present
elsewhere in Canada, and
Fnglish-speaking Canadians
concentrated outside Quebec but
also present in Quebec,
constitutes a fundamental
characteristic of Canada and Gthe
recognition that Quebec
constitutes within Canada a
distinct society.

Mr . Speaker, we have had
considerable discussion about bhhe
fishery and about the stand of
this party, Lhis caucus, Lhis
group of people, as Ffar as Uthe
Fishery is  concerned,. Whoen wae
look at the federal presence 1in
Lhis Prouince, shariting it h
patrol hoats, fisheries research
locations, offices 1in  the While
Hills, as an example, dnspecltors
and scientists, subsidies from the
federal government, the shared
cost that we have Lo currently be
part of, and- the salaries for
federal c¢ivil servants involued in
the fishery, just salaries alone,
Mr . Speaker, constitute $32
million. Thirty-two million
dollars in salaries alone can be
faced of f against federal
Fisheries, just for the employment
of these individuals alone.

If we add to that all of the items
I mentioned, all of the areas of
vessels, research, buildings, the
yearly coslt of surveilliance of
Lhe 200-mile Limit, sOme $30
mitlion, plus bhe capital cost of
the vessels I mentioned of some
$30 niTlion Lo $40 million, we are
geltling very, vary close, M,
Speaker, as & mabtar of facht, T
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cannot say it s exact, but T have
heard it quoted that the cost of
Foederal Fisheries jurisdiction in
Lhis Province, the amount expended
by Lhe federal government,
including salaries, 1s Jjust about
equal to the total catch dn this
Province,

Say that again.

MR. GULLAGE:

I said that the amount expended by
Lhe federal govermnaent in the
Department of Fisheries and Oceans
in all areas, dincluding salaries,
patrol hoats, capital
expenditures, surveillance of the
200-mile Llimit and huildings
Ehroughoudt: khe Province, Ll
expenditure is c¢lose to the total
Fish Jlandings of Lhe  Prouvince,
The total fish landings were last
yaar $257 willion and the Federal
government is getting very close
Lo Ehat in expendibuices currently,
including salaries Lo Lheir
people, which conskitutaes only
about 10 per cent of the total
Figire.

Considering that, Mr., Speaker, is
it any wonder that our position is
that A€ wou 'l Tike ko sae
legislation put in place
determining that a joint
management board would be set up
similar to Lthe Offshore Petroleum
Board which the government, in
fFact, endorses, and in that case
did not have jurisdiction.
Jurisdiction does not: play a
part. They have a part 1in the
management of the offshore, bhut do
not have jurisdiction. Qur
proposilion is Eheat A joint
management bhoard be set up to
nanage b he Fishery ot Lhis
Province, manage surveillance, the
ongeing fish guotas and «@ll  the
other malbbers of fishery thalt we
are  currently playing a part dn,
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but do not have a say as far as a
management board is concerned. Is
it any wonder that that would be
our position given the costs that
we would have to be a major part
of if we had lagislative
jurisdiction? Consider even 25
per cent Jurisdiction put dnto
legislation, Faced of f againgk
$257 million, We are suggesting
thal is nobt Lhe way ko go.

The way to go dis a sanagement
bhoard, similar to  the Offshore
Pebrolemn Board, that wonld ba set
up  with  provincial and  Federal

repraesentation anc waoti Tl he
legislated in a similar way as Llhe
Offshore Pebroleum Board. Ts it

any wonder that is our position,
given the cosks of operabtion of
Faderal Fisheries of $257 million?

Mr.  Speaker, we are disbinct in
many ways . et us Tock at the
Budget Highlights as they went
through some weeks ago. ook atbk
the massive cost of education in
this Province, the cutbacks in
health care, the cuthacks in our
hospitals, ancd the cutbacks in
funding ko municipalities.
Incidentally, they are cut back to
the point that in 1982, and I am
quoting now From a speech given by
the Premier at that time, in the
area  of Municipal Capital Works,
$45.5 million was allocated. In
Lhis current  year, we are, of
course, only allocating $25
million, S5ix years laber, we ars
putting our municipalities 1in a
position wherae there grants i
Lheir Joan guarantees have bheean
cut  back by almosi 50 per cenk
over a six-year period.

Ts it any wonder we call ourselves
a distinct  sociely, a distincl
Province? We are, indeed,
diskinct, Wer are digtinctly
poor. In comparison to the rest
of Canada, there 1s no question
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Lhat we can make many cases For
being yary much distinct, the
highest of everything bad and the
lowest of everything good, as we
have so often said,

SOME _HON., MEMBERS:

Hear, hear!

MR. GULILAGE:

We can talk about a sales tax of
12 per cent; we can talk about our
unemployment.  figures, which are
dramatically out of whack with the
reslk of Canada, certainly by far
Lhe highest; we can talk aboul our
aconomy, our Failure to deliver
adequate salaries for our people;
i he high cost of QL social
programmes, where all we hear and
most of our debate din this House
is how people are suffering,
people are having problems with
living on social service henefits
which #I totally inacdequate
because those incomes, whether
they be dincomes derived From the
private sector, or henefits
derived from Lthe Province Gthrough
Social Services, are totally
inadegquate, Mr. Speaker, when you
consider the cost of living dn
this Prouvince, Lthe dramatic sales
tax they have to pay, the cost of
housing, the high Gtaxes, whebher
it be the taxes that are the share
of the Federal income tax, whethaer
it be municipal taxes, and you can
go on o and nane every  area of
expendilure for any family,
whebther il bhe relying on
government or relying on Ehe

T [ .
pPrHo L saarar,

The spandable dollars are
certainly far, far behind Lthe rest
of  Canacda, and pubs the greatest

percentage of our people very much
in dire straitlbs, as Far as living

in this Province 1is concerned. So
e are  distinct., pe T sadid, we

are distinctly poor.
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Again, gquoking From the Premier's
speech of 1982, 'Newfoundland and
Labrador 4s a Province Lhat can
least af fFord Lhe impact of
addiltional or economic desbtruction
sihce, even in & normal economy,
Newfoundland Mas o enchire
unfavourahle economic concditions
Lhat  are disproportionately Fear
waorse than those experienced
Lhroughout the rest of Canada.'

Theose are the Premier's own words,

So we are distinct, Mr. Speaker,
very much distinct from an
economic standpoint.

We are alse very much dsolated,
and that +dsolation, Mr. Speaker,
makes it very difficult for us to
develop & secondary industry of
any sort in Lhis Prouvince.

We continue to have Lo rely on our
primary industries, Lthe [ishery,
the forestiry, in particular,
mining, hopefully some day  the
offshore. M. Speaker, we have
never been able o develop a
secondary source of employment for
our paop La, sacondary indusbry
hecause of our idsolation. Being
an  [sland, certainly the Jsland
portion, being distinctly
separated from the rest of Canada,
that separation means, as will be
proven with the Sprung projeckt, we
are simply too far away from the
markets to compete.

That fsolation clown through
history has made us very much
distinct because we all know that
that distance from the primary
markets of the United Stalkes and,
of course, the large markets of
Ontario and Quebhec, makes it very
difficult for any idndustry of any
sort to set up In NewFoundland,
M. Speaker, and to do other than
simply our own peopla. Trying to
ship goods out of here to mainland
mar ke ks #nd to compe e wi h
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indus bry ancl husiness that i
closer to those markets has alway
been, and remaing, very difficult.

8
S

In  Lhe area of aundcipal  taxes,
which I already mentioned, the
Fack that we are now down Lo $25
million Ffrom $42 million in 1982
in o grants Lo wmunicipalikies, bthat

hurden, of course, on our
municipalilies, particularly in

the rural areas where Ltheir tax
base is nolbk able Lo &accomnodate
the demand for services, where we
have mo e municipalities pear
capita than any other areas of
Canada, and all those rural areas,
those rural towns demanding water
and sewer, demanding adequate
roads, vyet we have a government
that continues to drop iks grants
programme, continues to drop dts
loan gquarantees so  bhat we are

unahle to see these communities
g ow i1 comparison o stinilar

comnunities anywhere else in
Canada. Mr . Speaker, this, as
well, makes us distinctly unique.

I was reading a report a few weeks

AYO on infrastructure ACrOss
Canacla . It is ddentified that new
infrastructure and  bthe demand For

it is the largest prohlem
Lhroughont Canacda Mow wi bh
municipalities. As a matter of
fFacl, it s the prime topic For
the Federation of Municipalities
in Halifax at A national
convention in a few weeks time.
Mhey will be addressing, at that
convention, the need for
replacament ofF infrastructure
across Canada in all the
municipalities, particularly those
that are of an age where the
infrastructure now dis in need of
replacement . Whether it be water
or S e Tines, or obher
infrastructure, the dollars are
just nobt there and the cry will be
to @ll provincial governments in
Canada and Lo Lhe Fedaeral

8
c
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government to become involved in
helping municipalities across the
country by way of coste-sharing,
not cutting back on services, not

cutting back on grants to
municipalities, but getting back
into subsidizing the

municipalities with their budgets
hecause Lhey cannot  expand the
municipal tax base any further.

That message, I am sure, will come
out of Ekhat nabional conveniion.
The message will he that we want
cost -sharing whether it be 1/3,
173, 1/3, as proposed by John
Turner and which 1is now a policy,

T understand, of Lhe federal
Libaeral Party, that we do gel back
into supporling municipalities
once again on a cost ~sharing

arrangement equally shared between
the three Tlevels of gouvernmant .

Tt dis long overdue, Mr. Speaker,
and we would hope Cthat Mr. Turner,
when he becomes Prime Minister,
will see Lhat as one of his Firsk
mandates .

SOME HON., MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. GULLAGE:
Mr. Speaker, since it is close to
Lhe time for the Late Show, I will
adjourn debate for Loday and we
will carry Qn at he next
opporlunity.

Thank you.

MR. SPFAKER:

The debate s  adjournad by bhe
hon . the member Ffor Walerford -
Kaernount: .

Debate on the Adjournment )
[Late Show]
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MR. SPEAKER (McNicholas):

The first question today is from
the hon. the member for St. John's
East (Mr. Long).

AN HON. MEMBER:
He is not here,.

MR. SPEAKER:

We will nove to the second
question from the hon. the member
for Twillingate who is not

salbisfied wilkh Lhe answer he got
from the hon. Deputy Premier (Dr.
Collins) on Lhe reinstatement of

the contract with the French
company .

e Mo, the memher fFor
Twillingate.

MR. W. CARTER:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker, aboult ten days ago, I
helievae E was May 6, we had a
full debate 1din this House on &
resolution that was an all-party

resolution calling upon the
Government: of Canacda to bake

certain action, Mr. Speaker, in
Tight of the actions of the French
authorities in arresting &
Newfoundland fishing vessel.

Mr. Speaker, during Uthe couwrse of
that debate, we heard some very
passionate, Firey speeches by bkhe
Premier (Mr. Peckford), by the

Minister of Fisheries (Mr,
Rideout), and, of course, by Lhe
Ministar of NDavelopment (Mr,
Barrett), giraat, highfalutin

sounding speeches, M, Speaker.

In fact, the Minister of
NDevelopmant in his speech offered
to recommend to the Cabinet Lhat
he said was meeling later bthat day
that Newfoundland join Forces with
O L auwa in Tmposing certain
economic sanctions against France
because of their actions the day

No. 40 R2165



hefore,

Mr.  Spaaker, all of us Tistened
with interest to the speeches and
Lo Lthe contentt of bhe raesolution
faeling pretty good about it,
Feeling bthal maybe the resolubtion
would have some affect on our
national government. OF  coursea,
we fell euen hetter when the
govermiment.  agreed Lo acceplb  ome
recommendalt.ion that the House
would recomnend Lo Lhe provincial
government and Lo all of its
agencies bthak they cease forthwith
Lhe conduct of business with
companies of French registry For
as long as the St. Pierre fishery
and bhoundary dispute remained
unsettled.

Mr. Speaker, shortly after that
resolution was passed, the
Minister of Development announced
Lhat the Cabinet, at meeling, T
helieve, on Friday afternoon, had
agreead thak Lhe Governmant: of
Newfoundland would cancel
Forthwith the contract enbtarad
into  with & company that was
partly owned by A Fraench
registered company.

Lo and bhehold, Mr.
days Tater the winister annonnced
that they were not serious. They
wers  now  preparaed Lo reconsider
and, for a lot of reasons, none of
which wade any raeal sense, Lhey
withdrew that condition Ffrom Uthe
resolubtion, and, Lheraeby, in Iy
opinion, breaking faith with the
member of Lhis House and with Uthe
people of this Province.

3

Speaker, a few

17

-

The answers given today to my
question to Lthe Deputy Premier,
Mt . Speaker, were anybthing but
satisfactory. [ must say that Lhe
hon. gentleman tried very hard to
dance around bhe gqueskion. He
Lried Lo make Tight of it and
tried to say the winister could

L2166 May 19, 1988 Vol XL

nok he expected Lo give too many
details in the House on the
conbracl:.,

Mr.  Speaker, lel. me remind the
Deputy Premier that in his reply
b0 me on April 21, when I
questioned him about Lhe wisdom of
Neawf oundland antering into theak
contract, in light of the problems
that W are having wi th ke
French, and in light of Lhe
position that he had btaken wikh
respect to having the federal
govermnent dmpose sanctions, his
reply to me was quite specific.
Tn Fack, he said that $178,000 of
that $900,000 contract would flow
into bLhe hands of the French
company . Now, in the House
yesterday and again thils norning
on radio, the mindister took an
entirely different approach From
that taken by him on the 21 April
in  the House. T mighlt add, Mr.
Speaker, subsequent Lo ny
quastioning of the wminister in the
House, we questioned him in the
Rasource Lstimales Commilktee, He
repeated what he said in the House
that certainly, while & large part
of Lhe revenue generated under the
conkract would go into the hands
of Newfoundland companies, hut he
dicl repeat what he said, that a
large part of it would go into the
hands ofF the Fraench company.

Mr. Speaker, fhat ds a typical
example, in my wview, and I think
nost NewFoundTandears RYEI) “re
seeing through the posturing of
this governmenlt and this Premier,
the posturing, the grandstanding,
Lhe two-facedness, T suppose, that
may be a hetter word, where in one
breath and when it  suits their
purpose, they get up and they talk
about doing certain things, taking
on all caomers, defending the
rights of NewFoundlanders,
especially the Newfoundland
Fishermen and -
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MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

MR, W. CARTER:

w  when the c¢runch s on, Mr .
Speaker, they quietly bhack away
from what they are doing and act
like a bunch of pussy catlts.

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

The hon. the member's time 1s
elapsed,

The hon. the Minister of Health,

DR. COILLTNS:

M.  Speaker, I think we should
Famemer what a’ll ol his is
about . Tri & capsule form, there
were {ishermen on  the bobltom of
the Rurin Peninsula who fished for
years and years in owaters between
Ihe PRurdin Peninsula and the two
Fraench ieLarnds, and Lhere were
French fishermen from Lhe two
French islands who fished For
years and years in the same watars
almost up to the coast of
Newfoundland.

That went on, despite all the
controversy Lhat was in place
between Canacda and the France over
Lhe boundary dssue and over the
fishery quota issue. There was no
animosity there. There was no
interference with operations and
there was nok even a percepkion

that amicable and mutually
benet icial anc Friendly, T

remember it was quite friendly,
joint Fishing effort went on down
there, So friendly that there was
i be a b b of intermarriage
hetween Lhe NewfFoundland comnunity
ancd  Ehe Fraench commmity  on  bhe
djslands . There was no perceplion
Phal bhis would be ever anybhing
other lhan thus.

French

Suddenly, Lhe government
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decides, quite out of the blue, to
uncoensciously and callously
interfFere with bthis arrangement,
We were presented with that in
almost a headline Fashion one day
a short time ago. So, what was
Lhe reaction of the Newfoundland
government?

The NewfFoundland government said,
"We have got to do something
imnediately ko bring this
outlandish action to the attention
of our people, to the attenbtion Lo
the people of Canada, ko the
atteniion of the people of France,
and indeed, to the attention of
any raasonabhle people  who @re
interested in this sort of conduct
of Adnternalttional affairs., We have
got to do something dramatic, and
we have Lo do somebhing
imnediate .

I do not have Lo btell membhers of
this House Lhal our economy doas
not relate very slrongly Lo the

French economy. We have a very
small trade relationship with
France. We de nobt  have large

levers, but aone of the levers that
we  did have was this particular
contract. So we said, 'We have Lo
ack immediately, we have to act
sharply, and we have to react

loudly, and  vocally.' S0 Lhis
particular contract was given

quick consideration, aduice was
taken from people who had been
involued in okaying Lthe contract
and it seemed we could move on

this particular dissue, So, an
announcemeant was made . But 1

Lhink  4hat when the announcemnent
was made, and I do not have the
words  in fronl  of e, but my
memory is  that we would have to
review bhe [dmpact of this, and the
implications of this,

Of course, this was nobt Just a
reaction out  of, shall  we say
spite, or anything like thal. Qur
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reaction Wa s aimed at doing
somebkhing Lhat Lhe French
government would notice and would
silk up and realize bEhall what bhey
done was not acceptable.

Thaere was nobk anch  point  doing
somelhing 1if it did no harm Lo Lhe
Fraench. The objeclive, auean
though we  knew we had limited
means, was Lo somehow or  okhar,
wrap the French on the knuckles.

When the conkracl was Tooked into,
we found Ehat it was not: as
effactive AG e hacl inilially
Lhought . As a matter of fact, 1t
Lurned ouk ko be nolb effective at
all, because all it was going to
do was hurt Newfoundland companies
and . Newfoundland emplayees. Ag
Lhe  hon. Minister of Fisheries
said earlier today, not only that,
but it also would cost us a lobt of
money and it would really money
down the drain because we were
getting no return from it.

So quite sensibly we decided not
ko proceed with that. The
announcemeant WA s mad e i Lhe
House, and the hon. Minister of
Davelopment corraeched some of Lhe
information that he had 1in good
Faith at  the btdwne, oul  of  the
information that he had available
vo him, he corraected some of bFhesa
slatements he made in the House.

Mr . Speaker, T have only gqgoi A
minute or so, and I just wanl to
point.  oulk  that this govermnent.,
not only did it gel some benefil
From thal action - T mean, wae dolb
Lhe hest of both worlds 1in some
respects because it did cakch a
lot of attention - but now, having
reversed Lthe decision, because we
Feel the action dis really not
going to be effective tor a long
period of time, we have nol really
lost anything.
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I think we get some benefit by
taking Ekhis action, and bthe fact
that we have now had to reverse it
T do not think will take away from
the henefit we received.

'he Lhing does  natt stop  there.

This government will continue to
Fight For ha rights of

Newfoundland Fishermen.

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

There 1s Jjust one ditem that T
would T4 ke Lo clear  up  before
calling the next hon . member .
Originally the hon. member For St.
John's East (Mr. Long) was not
here when his quesbtion was called,
so he has forfeited any right to
raise ikt after this parbticular one
but, by leave, he can do so.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Ay leave!

MR. SPEAKER:

There was a Fourlkh question here
by the hon. member Ffor Port de
Grave (Mr. Efford), bubt T do not
think it would be fair abt all to
call bthat one. The hon., winister
concerned does not know aboult it
and has not bhad an opporbtuanity o
anticipate an answer to 1t, and T
do noli think Lt owould bhe right at
all under the circumsbtances.

Mr . Speakar.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Fogo.

MR. TULK:

Mr. Speaker, there 15 no problem
with  giving Lhe hon, gentleman
leave as long as the time that is
taken up with this doas nolbt come
out of our gquestions. We would
Tike Lo remind him  that when
things are called, he should be tin
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his seat. I suppose, if we had
agreement:  in CLhis House, we could
call the member for Port de
Grave's resolubdion, bul we are pob
going to embark on that. We will
forgive Lhe hon. gentleman for
once and give him leave, but he
should stay 1in his seatl.

MR. SPEAKER:
I would like to point out bto the
hon. member For Fogo that in our
Standing Orders here that not
later than five o'clock on any
Thursday, the Speaker shall
indicate the matters or matters

(e}
be raised, and that particular one
has not been raised, and T do nob
think it would be fair.

T will now recognize the second
spaeaker, the hon. bthe member for
Fogo.

MR. TULK:

T will s1i1) get my Five minutes,
[ hopa.

MR. BUTT:
You do not need five wminutes to
ask & queskion, do you?

MR. TULK:
This is not Question Period, this

is debate, I tell Lhe non.
gentleman.

Mr. Speaker, this afterncon in
Question Period Lthe member for
Twillingate and myself raised a
numher of questions pertaining to
the Canada - France agreement - and

. I S - 1. |- " e 1 ey e 5 5
Geflapifa e o ddilel PekelldbEion Rhalk

was passed here, I think it was on
May 6, when the Premier came inlo
Ehis House and all parties in Lhis
House agreecd Lhalb there shonld be
Frade sancltions levied hy Lhe

Government of Candcla el any
economic sanctions that they had
shouldd ba Teuded against the

Government of France. Indeed, 4if
we were going Lo ask Canada Lo do
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that, we should, ocurselves, set
Lhe axample, We should,
ourselves, take Lthe same kind of
aclkion.,

That resolut-ion was unanimously
passed dn this Legislature, and
before the Legislature c¢losed, the
hon . gentleman, who g the
Minister of Davelopmant (Mpr .
Barrett), rose 1in his place and
sald that he RS going o
recommend to Cabinet that there
would be a cancellation, nob a
suspension, not a review, A
cancellation of all contracts with
companies of French registry.

M. Speaker, the company in

guaestion this af bernoon is
registered 1in Paris. It has dts
haad of Fice 1n Paris, e House

should know that.

It is regislered here too.

MR, TULK:
Anc Paris, T say fo the wmember For
Pleasantville (Mr. Dinn), dis in

France . S0 therefore Uthe company
has French registry, S0 they
cannot beg out on  that one. I

think this is the truth.

The Minister of Fisheries (Mr .
Rideout) stood in his place Lhis
evening and told us, even after
the government had had a Cabinet
meeting on this dissue, they rushed
out of the House atk one o'clock on
Friday and had a Cabinet meeting,
euen afker a Cabinek meebing, bthey
st111l were not aware of the fact
Lhat  cerlbain contraclts  had  been

"let in regards to this, even after

eight  or nine months since Lhis
contract has been lel, they were
nolk  euen aware of  bthe fact  bhatk
Lhere has bheen an expenditure of
neney .

Mr Speakar, al: worst Lhe
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government 1is covering up; at best
the government is incompetent, the
whoTle Cabinet. The Minister of
Development should have known
before he stood in this House, and
before he went to Cabinet and
haefore he made bthe recomnendalbion
Lo Cabinet, and the whole Cabinet
shaonld have known Fhat there had
heen funds already expended.

Mr. Speaker, for the Minister of
Fisheries btao sbtand in  his placa
this afternoon wand 1ell us that
they had to pub this conbraclk bhack
in place because there had been
money spent - and nok only that,
Lhe member for Twillingate (Mr. W,
Cartaer) some kwo weeks ago raised
the dssue with the Minister of
Revelopmenlt in this House. That
gave lim all kinds of
opportunities ko look and see whak
was going on in regards to that
development,

Mr. Speaker, totally incompetant
al best, or posturing at worst in
this lLLegislature. We know  how
famous this government is for
posturing. T is the Premier's
word . It was the Premier's word
on  bthe Newfoundland Railway afbar
some eight or nine years of Lhis
agdminiskration telling bLhe people
of this Province that Newfoundland
should hava A railway . The
Premier broke down & couple of
years  ago  and  osaid,  "Oh, T was
only posturing on that, I was only
posturing"

T say bto this government bthalt -ils
credibility s  shaken bad enough
Now, iancl NewfFoundTand's
credibility ds shaken bad enough
with the kind of  adminisbrabion
that they have run up Lo Lthis
point. But  how bad, how bad, T
say Lo the Minister of Labour (Mr.
Blanchard) in all sincerilty, how
shaken must the c¢redibility of
this governmeant he wi kb the
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Government of Canada, with the
Government of France, and indeed
with the people of Newfoundland,
the fishermen of this Prouvince?

What kind of credibility must Uthey

MO haye For the Mimistber of
Fisheries Lo stand in this

legislabture and say that we went
Lhrough all this for eight or nine
months, we  agrecd in this House
that &ll the conlracts should be
cancellaed, (B[ I hean WE L to
Cabinet, I say to the whole
bwenby -six or twenlky -seven of themn
oyer Lhere, howeuver many - oin
Cabinel, and nobody, we are told
this afternoon, bothered Lo ask
Lhe quesition, 'Can we cancel Lhis
contract?'

Mr . Speaker, my Ldime is up .
Surely the Minister of Fisheries,
and certainly the Minister of
RDevelopment, if he g bto hbring
back any credibility to this
government, should apologize to
the people of Newfoundland, the
whole Cabinet.

The Minister of Develaopment, T am
tempted to say, and I believe he

should, should Lender his
resignation immediately .
Absolukely! Racause the

credibilily of the hon. gentleman
has  heen shakein so  severely and
the credibility of this Province,
indead, of Lhis counlry, and this
Legislature, Lhat we have placed
in jeopardy our whole posibion iIn
those negotlalions.

SOMIEE HON. MFEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Health,

DR. COLLINS:

M., Speaker, just Lo conbtinue @
Few remarks on this matter, I
Lhink we have to remember that Lhe
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hon. members opposibe were urging
us the whole time to do something
Lhat wonld bring bhe French Lo
thedr senses. I do not know but
they urged us, a nunber of bimes

T apologize to the hon. member for
Ronavista  Norih  (Mr,  lush) +4F T
use the word 'urge', but in this
particular CAse T an just
reporting what actually happened -
they urged us any number of tines
Lo do something that would bring
the French o their senses and I
think they uwrged us to actually
cancel this particular contract.
I think Lhey abjected to this
contract that we had 1in place
because there was a French partner
in Lhe consortium. They said we
should not carry on with it. It
was eibher the official Opposibion
or the NDP. I do not know which,
By s T think Gk cerktainly
Opposition members were very much
against Lhis conlbract  that we had
in place.

Whean he har, Minister ol
Development announced Lhisg
particular conbraci, Lhare was a
great outecry from the henches

opposiie. S0 they ara MO,
themselves, saying, ‘'Whalt we were

arduvising yolul o do Was A
mistake.' Because we did it, they
are now saying, 'You should not
have done it.'

Mr. Speaker, Lhey are also saying
that. this was a bhit of flip-flop

on our part, @uven thotigh to
continue with it would not have
hurt  Lhe French, i o would  have

hurt Newfoundlanders. They are
saying, 'You should have conkinued
with 1it,' and to do otherwise was
a flip-flop.

T cannol quarrel with Lhe
knowledge ofF  the Opposilion i.n
terms  of  Flip-flops. They are
very well used ko Flip-MMops.
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For insbance, T saeem Lo raemember
when Lhe of Ficial Qpposition
membhers had Finished knlulng their
Former leader in the back, when he
was  lying prostrate on  the floor
with all the knives sticking in
his back, the present  lLeader of
the Opposition was asked, 'Are you
going to go For the job,' and he
said, 'I would not touch that job
with a barge pole.! I Lhink those
are his exact remarks, 'I would
not  kouch Ekhat job wikh & barge
pole.' And here he is! So I mean
Lhat .8 Lhe flip-Flop of all
time! They wmay know more about
Flip-Flops than we do.

Tn  any case, if we  helped the
people of Newfoundland with &
Flip-flop, we will flip-flop all
day long.

MR. SPEAKER:
e hon. the member for St

East.

Johrn!'s

MR. LONG:

Mr. Speaker, I also want to thank
the Honse lLeader of  the liberal
Opposition and the Government
Mouse lLaader by agreeing Lo give
me leave Lo come back to  my
ques kion. T just want to Ltake the
opportunity Lo explain mny
absance.

I was called to the Hansard Office
to transceribe  the words T had
spoken in French and I simply did
not have iy eye on the clock, Mr.
Speaker. So I was doing House
husiness and T make a  commibment
to do everything I can to not
allow such a situabtion Lo happen
again because members should be 1in
Fheir seabs, T agree,

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, haar!

MR. LONG:

Mr., Speaker, to Lthe question T
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wanted to put to the Minister of
Lhe . Environment and Lands (Mr.
Russell) which I Was asking
vesterday, bthe dssue of Lhe spray
programme that the Minister for
Forest Resources (Mr . Ay Tward)
announced o Monday, and then
yestarday I asked Lhe ninister
responsible For the protection of
the Envirompent, as T like bto say,
whether he had received a report
From bhe Peslicide Aduisory Boarc
Lhat would have allowed for the
Minishter of Forest Resourcas Lo go
ahaad and make an  announcement

about Che proporlion of
fenitrothion to Bt in this
Suinmer's spray.

T mus Ay o Fhe minis lber,

although I did not gel an
opportunity to  have an  exhended
supplementary, I was guite
surprised when the winister told
me that he had not received a
report from Lhe Pesticide Advisory
Board. I was aware that they were
meeting on Monday and, I bhelieve,
they may have even been cluing up
on Tuesday .

AN HON. MEMBER:
They met Tuesday.

MR. LONG:

Just Tuesday? T understood bthey
were meebting on Monday bul  the
minister says, no., The minislber
said 4t was dimpossible. for him to
have received recomendabions, or
a report, from the Advisory Board
belore Lha minister el é his
announcement on Monday afternoon.

Today, Mr. Speaker, in saying that
T am nobt  salisfied wilth  bhak
answer, T would Tike to pult @
challenge Lo the minister and T
lTook forward to a frank response
Lo Lhis issue. U bthink whal  we
have seen 1ls a very serious tdssue
of the integrity of L e
environmental review process being
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put in question,

I would suggest, Mr. Speaker, that
Lhe integrity of the whole
Department of the Environment has
been pul in question.

T know +that bthe Pesticide Aduisory
RBoard does not have full authority

[o ragilale achiong of
government . It ds an advisory
bhoard. C think in & real sense we

can say it is an agency of
government and  the  Minister  For
Environment and his department are
raspons ible For the operabtions of
this advisory hoard, I understand

it is A vary broadly
representative group wi th
indivicduals From the public,
various regions of Lhe Province, @
runk e of specialisis: a@ndd

scientists 4dn on the bhoard, and a
nunher of  govermment  off icials,
provincial and federal.

So, Mr. Speaker, given the debate
Lhat we have hacd in the House in
the Jast couple of weeks, even
months, on Lhe proposed spray
programme for the Summer, the
point al which the Pesticide
Advisory Board enters the debate
within the internal operations of
the Department of Enuvironment is
obuiously a very cribical sktage in
Lhe preparation of Lhe SpPray
programimne

Whal: we have seen s the Minister
for Forestry on Monday, lale in
the day, one can only praesdng  in
full anticipation of
recomnendations o he made by the
Peslticide Aduilisory Board, jumping
Lhe gun, pre empling any  public

notice of a report or
racomnaendations, and eclipsing, in

effect, the environmental review
Process .

M-, Speakear, [ Like Lhis
development Lhis week very
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seriously. I do nol want to 1lry
and scare poliltical poinbs. U did
not., veslerday during Question

Pariod, make any suggesbion as to
what might be din the report of Lhe
Pasticide Nduisory Board. Mare

are olher suggeslions that have
been wmade public about  exaclly
whal recommendations were heing
given to the winister, and bthe
minister said he had not received
thewm. So he was surprised to hear
of that.

T would genuinely 1like Lo put Lo
Lhe minister that today he 1s 1n a
position to maintain and protect
Lhe cintegrity of his department,
the dintegrity of this particular
bhoard, Lhe Pesticide Aduisory
Board, all the individuals
assoclated with 1t, and perhaps,
most importantly, Mr. Speaker, the
inktegrity of Lhe environmental
raviawn Process Lhat Lhis
govermnent  on  occasion  is  guibe
proud Lo speak to din a positive
Fashion and this minister, in
particular, is proud Lo be
responsible for.

T would say Lo bhe awinisber bhal
he wmust now c¢larify Lhe position
Ehat exislks and tell us whelbher. he
still macintains the right Lo
rejecht the issuing of any Ticences
for the spray programne until a
Full revien of Lhe acdvisory
board's report is allowed.

MR. FENWICK:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of
Environment and Lands.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. RUSSFELL:
M. Speaker, I am sure Lhat five
minutes s nobk  adequate Line Lo
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deal with the conktroversy
surrounding the spray progranme.

Mr. Speaker, bthere is a Pesticide
Advisory Board which reports Lo me
A% Fhae  winisber, A s Fhe  hon,
member indicated, they do  make
recompendations . They did meet on
Tuesday . There 1s an dssue here
that, T Lhink T am compelled Lo
mention. It is not one of whether
Lhere should be a spray programne
or whether there should a 75 per
cent -~ 25 per cenk mix, if you
will, but one which concerns me
very much 1is the Ffact that the
Pesticide Advisory Board met on
Tuesday aind concluded ilbs
deliberations late Tuesday
afternoon. Wednescday morning, as
most of us do, I think, I had @
caucLs meeting. T happenaed to gel
hack to the office, I Lthink, about
elevenish or eleven thirty, and lo
and behold, there was a message
there for me bto call somebody  in
the media. I did and I was asked
aboul cerbtain information or
recommendations that the Board had
made  ar khey  alleged Ehat  Uhe
Roard had made in their meeting on
Tuasdcay . Tha gries ions L6 | G
subsequently asked by members of
Lhe Opposilion, I have no quarreael
with that. They can do that. I
have no quarrel with bthat,

Buk  this Board, Mr., Speaker, was
appointed din confidence to make
recomnendabtions ko the minisbter on
this dssue and others. Somehow or
obther some of the information, and

the dinfermation was corraect, by
the Way . There Wa s a

recomnendation made that a certain
mix be made this year with Bt and
fenitrothion. Oone of Lhetir
suggeslions was  that a Fifby -
Fifty wmix, as the hon. member
menkioned yesterday.

I have some concern though, Mr,
Speakear, about Lhat lind of
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informakion somehow or other
getting to the media within less
than twenty-Four hours before it
gets on a minister's desk, whether
it dis wmy desk or anyhody else's
desk. I am not quarrelling with
the Qpposition for asking
queslions. If they have certain
information, Lhat is up to bthem.

However, Mr. Speaker, U would 1like
to also say +that while they do
give advice and mnak e
recommendations, other pieces of
acduice have to be soughl and obher
pieces of advice from officials in
y dapartment., From officials
within the Department of Forest
Rasources, as il pertains to khe
spray programme, and one has to

we igh, in bEha and, all e
information that one has 1in order
o issue a license or to make a

final decision.

Mr. Speaker, whether Lhe wmix with
fenitrothion or Bt is
seventy-five/twenty—Five or
fifty/fifty is not really the
matter, because the license cdoes
not specify what the mix will be.

A1l the license specifies, with
sixteen other stipulations, Mr .
Speaker, is khat the spray blocks
to receive Bt Ltreatment only will
Iy e identified at a Tlaker date
through consultations between the
Pasticides Control RBranch and Lhe
Department of Forest Resources .
S0 khere is no regulalion in the
Ticense which gives specifics as
to whak the wix has to be.

Weighing all the evidence, M.

Spaakaer, anc wi lh all Lhe
information that we had, a license
s bean Lssuaed For A spray

progirammne

T may be physically impossible
bhis  year, as much as  we would
like, and, I am sure, every memher
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in this lLegislature would Tike, to
increase the percentage, 1f you
will, of Bt.

“‘Howeaver, T can assure you, Mr.
Speaker, that every effort will he
made next year and even bhis year,
if we can, to increase the
percentage of BEL used in Lhe spray
programne .

Thank you.
On motion the House at its rising

adjournad unki’l  Lomorrow, Friday,
al. 10:00 a.m,

No. 40 R2174
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House of Assembly Order Paper

36. - Mr. Gilbert (Burgeo - Bay d'Espoir) - To ask the Honourable
Minister of Public Works and Services to lay wupon the
Table of the House the following information:

a) How much did it cost to move the current
Minister of Finance from his former office
in Treasury Board to his new office?
b) How much did it cost for renovations and repairs?
c) How much did it cost to move his staff?

d) How many Order-in-Council appointed staff does
he have and how much did it cost to move these
staff?

36 (a) The current Minister of Finance moved from his former
office in Treasury Board which was then located on the
4th floor West Wing of the East Block to the 2nd floor,

North Wing. The furniture for these areas was not
relocated and only personal files and papers, etc.,
were moved to the North Wing. This small move was

performed by the Department of Public Works & Services
maintenance staff and their time involvement would be
the only cost. In the near future, the Department of
Finance will be relocated to their permanent quarters
on the 2nd floor, West Wing and the 3rd floor, East
and West Wings.

36 (b) There were no renovation or repair costs associated
with the move of the Minister of Finance to the North
Wing. Prior to the Minister's moving to his permanent
quarters on the 2nd floor, West Wing, it will be necessary
to construct two offices for additional staff and make
some minor rearrangements. The estimated cost of this
work is $26,000.

36 (c) This question was answered under 36(a). Because the
Minister and personal staff did not move their furniture,
only personal files, etc., the cost of the move was
therefore negligible.

36 (d) As was stated in 36(a) and 36(c), the cost to move the
Minister and his personal staff was negligible. As
to the numbers of staff that the Minister of Finance
has that were appointed under Order-in-Council, this
question should more appropriately be addressed to the
Minister of Finance.



37 (a)

37 (b)

37 (c)

37 (4)

Mr. Gilbert (Burgeo =~ Bay d'Espoir) - To ask the
Honourable the Minister of Public Works and Services
to lay wupon the Table of the House the following
information:

a) How much did it cost to move the current
President of Treasury Board from his former
office in Forest Resources and Lands to his
new office?

b) How much did it cost for renovations and repairs?

¢) How much did it cost to move his staff?

d) How many Order-in-Council appointed staff does
he have and how much did it cost to move these
staff?

The current President of Treasury Board and his personal
staff were initially relocated from the 5th floor, West
Block, to the Treasury Board area on the 4th floor,
West Wing of the East Block. As furniture was not
relocated, the only moves were of personal files, papers,
etc. This was performed by the Department of Public

"Works and Services maintenance staff and the cost was

negligible. The cost to move the President of Treasury
Board and his personal staff to their permanent quarters
jocated on the 2nd floor, East Wing, is included in
the overall cost to move Treasury Board staff. This
cost was $5,126.75 and it was undertaken by a commercial
moving firm.

There were no renovation Or repair costs associated
with the initial move of the President of Treasury Board
to the 4th floor, West Wing. There were some minor
changes involved %o the permanent guarters on the 2nd
floor, East Wing, to accommodate additional staff members.
This work was undertaken at an additional cost of $5,100.

This question has been answered in the reply under 37(a).

As was stated under 37(a), this cost was included in
the overall cost of the move for all of the Treasury
Board Staff. As to the numbers of staff that the
President of Treasury Board has who were appointed under
an Order-in-Council, this question should be more
appropriately addressed to the President of Treasury
Board.




40 (a)

Mr. Gilbert (Burgeo - Bay D'Espoir) - To ask the
Honourable the Minister of Public Works and Services
to lay wupon the Table of .the House the following
information:

a) When the West Block was designed, why was
soundproofing not taken into account?

b) How much will it now cost to soundproof
Ministers' offices and other offices which
need soundproofing in the West Block?

c) Will the architects, design consultants or
the Government bear the cost of this
soundproofing?

d) Have tenders been called for soundproofing the
West Block and, if so, please table the names
of those companies that tendered and the amounts
of the bids supplied in the tender.

The West Block was originally designed and constructed
as an open office shell, without specific partition
layouts for each department. The emphasis in the design
of a partitioning system was to provide for rapid change,
while at the same time, reusing the system over and
over again. Most modern office buildings are now
utilizing such systems.

In the East Block, fixed partitions are used and the
partitioning material is destroyed each time a change
is made, thereby making the construction process costly
and time consuming. During the twenty-eight years since
the East Block was opened, very large sums of money
have been expended on office renovations; much of this
expenditure was for non-reuseable material.

In the West Block, it was considered essential to have
a partitioning system that could be modified quickly
and efficiently as the need arises. A good example
of this capacity for change was the rapid accommodation
of the Department of Career Development and Advanced
Studies which was created after the partition system
was well advanced. These changes were made relatively
quickly and efficiently. Since the occupancy of the
building some two years ago, many changes have been
accommodated with similar efficiency.

The flexible partitioning systems have one drawback
in that they cannot be made as resistant to sound
transmission as a fixed full-height insulated drywall
or concrete block partitions which extend from the floor
to the ceiling above.




40 (b)
40 (c)
40 (4)

The specifications for the flexible full-height partitions
in the West Block called for a STC (Sound Transmission
Criteria) rating of 38. This rating did not provide
for the degree of speech privacy required in the executive
suites and conference rooms. Subsequently, additional
work was required above the. ceilings to seal some of
the paths for sound transmission. This will provide
the speech privacy required in these areas.

It is estimated that to upgrade the sound privacy of
the executive offices and conference rooms of each
department in the West Block will be $250,000.00.

The Government will bear the cost of this additional
sound treatment as this work was not intended to be
designed or constructed in the original building until
all of the systems had been operational and the locations
of the suites and conference rooms fixed.

The work for sound transmission improvements above the
ceiling in the West Block is being carried out by the
Department of Public Works and Services Maintenance
Staff.



ANSWER TO QUESTION ASKED IN THE HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY

QUESTION #85 - Mr. Gilbert (Burgeo-Bay d'Espoir) - To ask the Honour-

(a)
(b)
(c)
(@)
(e)

ANSUWER:
(a)

(b)
(c)

(d)

(e)

able the Minister of Public Works and Services to lay
upon the Table of the House the following information:

How many people currently work on the Minister's staff?

How many of these persons were appointed-by Order-in-Council?
List each title and salary applied to that title.

Table a job description for each Order-in-Council appointment.

Were any of these Jjobs advertised 1in order to give the
unemployed the chance of applying?

Two - Secretary to Minister
- Special Assistant to Minister

Both appointments were by Order-in-Council

Secretary to Minister - $25,785 per annum
Special Assistant to Minister - $36,354 per annum.

Job description for Secretary to Minister attached.
There is no formal Jjob description for Special Assistant to
Minister.

These positions were filled at the discretion of the Minister
and approved by Orders-in-Council.




PROVINCE OF NEWFOUNDLAND AND LABRADOR

POSITION DESCRIPTION

'IPOSITION: Secretary to Minister (HL 12)
INCUMBENT : Veronica Whittle N
DEPARTMENT: public Works and Services
DIVISION: Administrative

LOCATION: Confederation Building

DATE: September 23, 1985

GENERAL ACCOUNTABILITY

This position is responsible for providing a broad range of
secretarial services to the Minister, both with regard to the
Department of Public Works and Services and to his District.(Exploits).

STRUCTURE

Reports directly to the Minister and, as a secretarial position,

has no reporting staff nor line responsibility.

NATURE AND SCOPE

The Department of Public Wworks and Services has three main
responsibilities -
(1) it is the building and construction agent of Government;
(2) it is the purchasing and supply agent for all Government
departments;

(3) it supplies services to other Departments.




S2n

There are approximately 600 permanent staff and well in excess

of that number during peak periods of the year (construction

season).

DUTIES & RESPONSIBILITIES

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

-

Stenographic service to the Minister., including
filing of confidential papers with relation to
departmental matters, District matters and, of a

highly confidential nature, Cabinet Documents.

continuous interaction between the Minister. Executive
Staff and Senior Management Staff. in that it is often
necessary to convey the Minister's wishes on certain
activities or functions of the Department. Often
necessary to communicate with District Offices of both -
the Provincial and Federal Governments on matters
relating to the Minister's District. The job also
requires interaction with other senior secretaries and
senior members of Government and staff of the Government
Members' Office.

With regard to the general public, I receive requests for
meetings and make judgements about the importance and
urgency of these requests and, where required, arrange
appointments for these individuals to see the Minister

or the appropriate official either within the Department
or the responsible Department. In this connection tact

and good judgement are required.

When seasonal employees are assigned to the Minister's
Office, I give direction and supervise in the performance
of their duties.




DUTIES & RESPONSIBILITIES (cont'd)

(e)

(f)

(g)

Apart from the routine aspects of the job, there are
quite often. a number of informal duties - such as,
the discreet handling of enquiries from the media
and inquisitive enquiries from staff members, etc.,
with regard to matters of a confidential nature.
This applies not only to Departmental matters but

to Cabinet and District matters as well. Keeping
highly confidential documents protected by flllng

in secure places (Cabinet Documents, etc.)

A special responsibility of this position is to co-
operate with the Deputy Minister's Secretary, who
works in close physical proximity to me, and to
facilitate the unique and dynamic interaction

between the Minister's and Deputy Minister's offices.

The challenges of the job are to learn just what the
Minister requires with regard to his office and
District — the needs and expectations of his District -
the needs and expectations of his constituents - and
to be able to handle such matters in a tactful and

satisfactory manner.

In addition, my job requires that I compose replies to
enquiries, etc. on behalf of the Special Assistant to

the Minister.




DIMENSIONS

A large percentage of the correspondence handled is of a
confidential and sensitive nature. My job requires that I
compose routine replies to correspondence for the Minister's
signature, particularly with regard to District matters (no
dictation usually). This requires considerable knowledge of
Federal and Provincial Government Programs, particularly Social
Programs, about which a large number of enquiries are received

from constituents.

My job also requires that I deal with offices of Ministers and
with executive personnel of their Departments. (Arranging
meetings - communicating decisions or information in connection

with District matters, etc.)

Considerable interaction between Members of the House of Assembly

and their office staff is a continual aspect of my job.

SPECIFIC ACCOUNTABILITIES (Special Skills Requires)

The ability to be discreet and to handle all
matters connected with the Minister's office

in a confidential way.

The ability to treat people with respect and

courtesy.

The ability to organize - (e.g. travel plans for
Minister and often travel arrangements for those
travelling with him. Meetings with Councils, groups

and individuals in his District).




INCUMBENT

SUPERVISOR

Deputy

Minister or

—5—

To be familiar with the subject matter of the
Department (this comes through experience) and
to be able to recognize matters of an urgent

nature as they arise.

To be able to pass on the Minister's instructions
and wishes with regard to Departmental matters
without appearing to be overbearing or demanding.

This also comes with experience.

Must from day to day relate to the elected Members
of the House of Assembly as well as senior Members
of Government Departments, Boards and the General
Public. '

DATE

DATE

DATE

Chief Executive

officer
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ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS ASKED AT THE ESTIMATES' COMMITTEE: ?

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS AND SERVICES:

Mr. Gilbert (Burgeo-Bay D'Espoir) To ask the Honourable the
Minister of Public Works and Services to lay upon the Table of
the House the following information: )

QUESTION: 1. A listing of Agencies required to report under
the Public Tender Act.

2. A 1listing of those Agencies which should have
reported but did not.

ANSWER: 1.
Municipalities -

- Cities 2

- St. John's Metro Board 1

- Towns 169

- Local Service Districts 142

- Communities 141 455
School Boards 35

Post Secondary Educational Institutions

Universities 1
Institutes 3
Community Colleges 3 9
- Non-Government Hospitals 34
- Government Operated Hospitals -6
- Nursing Homes 2
- Government Departments 23
- Government-funded Bodies and Agencies 32
TOTAL: All Groups 296



ANSWER: 2

!
It is the responsibility of each of the agencies to report
only exceptions.

A

Those agencies which reported exceptions have already been
included in the exception reports presented to the House.
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