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The House met at 2:00 p.m.

MR. SPEAKER (lLush):
Order, please!

Statements by Ministers

MR, W. CARTER:
Mr ., Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Fisheries.

Mr. Speaker, as in years gone by
the Province anticipates that due
to the seasonal dinshore migration
of caplin and cod we will once
again sOon axperience an
oversupply of fish to our inshore
plants. This 'cod glut' situation
is further complicated by the fact
that many groundfish processors
are presently gearing up for the
lucrative caplin fishery.

In an effort to alleviate the
problems associated with this
oversupply situation the
Department of Fisheries intends to
initiate a number af measures
which should prove very beneficial
to the industry during this period.

For example, we intend to give
approval to a mobile processing
vessel Lo purchase Flish directly
from fishermen during the glut
periods. The MU Northern
Princess will be made available
to purchase fish and is capable of
processing approximately 200,000
pounds of cod per day. The vessel
will be initially located in St.
John's. Ffforts will be
coordinated through The
Newfoundland Fishermen, Food and
Allied Workers Union and Jjoint
trawlers for the transport of cod
to this vessel.

A Fisheries Monitoring Committee
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has also bheen activated to address
the "glut! situation. This
Committee will dnucolue bhoth levels
of government as well as industry
and  its primary mandate is o
address concerns of bolh Fisharnen
and processors to ensure Full
resource utilization where
possible. The Committee will meet
on an ongoing basis during LUthe
peak landing periods.

In a Ffurther effort to alleviale
any potential glut problems, M.
Spaaker, the Department ofF
Fisheries will e 1Tesuing
temporary processing 11i¢ PO
during 1989 . The Monidtoring
Comnittee will be consullbed before
any such licenses will ke dssued.
Groundfish processing licenses inay
he dissued to companies For @
specified period Lo conduct
processing operations in
facilities that were not
previously licensed.

My, Speaker, as many membars ol
this House are aware, the
Department of Fisheries has
established mLnianum processing
raequirements under Me Fish
Inspection Act which normally
ensure that cod are ellbhear
filleted or split and salted prior
to export. In order Lo eénsure
that our fishermen have @ market
Far their catch during inshore
gult periods, the department may
temporarily decide to withdraw
these requirements for a 1Tamited
period of time.

The Department of Fisheries
through its network of regional
of Fices throughout the Prouvuince,
will maintain close Tiaison with
Fish processors, Fishermen, and
Fishermen's organizations
Lhroughout the traditional "glut"
period. Information desks at the
regional oftices will endeavour Lo
match peak Jlandings of fish with
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underutilized capacity. Our
Fisheries Offices at Harbour
Grace, Wesleyville, La Scie and
Marystown will hbe staffed by field
representatives during Saturdays
and statutory holidays should the
need arise during the glut
siktuation.

Mr. Speaker, the Department of
Fisheries has also provided a
$15,000 grant to the Fishermen,
Food and Allied Workers Union to
set up and staff an information
desk to co-ordinate and monitor
Fish landings. This desk will be
located in St. John's and will be
maintained until the glut
situation is over.

M, Speaker, I believe Lhe
measures which I have outklined
here today will prove extremely
beneficial to the fishermen of
Newfoundland and Labrador during
this glut situation and will
ensure that our fishing industry
receives the maximum benefits From
any oversupply situation.

SOME HON., MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. HEARN:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for St. Mary's
- The Capes.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. HEARN:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker,

Let me thank the hon. minister for
sending mne & copy of his
statement, and let me congratulate
him on the endeavours he has
started,. At least before we get
into a problem situation, we see
some positive mouves Lowards
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alleviating a problem that 1is just
about to come upon us.

I do have some concerns, howevar,
about the measures taken. Perhaps
the phraseology 1is incorrect whian
we talk about cod glut, because it
has been a while since we saw what
we could call a real cod glut,
when the cod, which was the basic
fishery in this area for a number
of years, would become 50
plentiful at this time of year
that the plants could not handle
it and we had to find some way of
getting rid of it.

Plants cannot handle the cod MG,
but it dis not because of the coel
glut, it is because their freczops
are blocked with caplin. We are
getting, perhaps, something like
the old merchant mentality, All
the 1dinshore processing plants, ap
at least most of them we have
today, are there because Lhey were
set up to handle cod fish.
Eventually they gotk caplin
licenses, and as Lhe caplin
Fishery has become lucrative the
fishermen who for years depended
on cod, and that would be Ihe
majority of our fishermen, have
been shoved in the  background
during the caplin fishing season
so that the plant operators can
make & mint on caplin, and the
people who traditionally Ffish cod
find themselues without any
market ., It is that problem that
we are trying to address here.

Some of the measures also concearn
me a little bit. There is a hoat
arranged for St. John's that can
handle 200,000 peunds of fish a
day . If there 4is any amount of
cod fish at all in St. John's Easlk
and the Petty Harbour area, that
will more than make up  fFor Lhe
amount of fish that the boat Can
handle.
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There has been a request 1in for a
hoat For St. Mary's Bay, and I
understand, with some co-operation
from the Department of Fisheries,
that boat can and will be made
available, and I hope it will.

The awarding of temporary licenses
to companies for a specified
period concerns me a lot, hecause
I wonder if it is a way of doing
through the back deoor what we were
accused of doing through the front
door a Few days ago by my
colleague on the left. Tonight at
the Committee T will be asking in
which areas these licenses will be
awarded, to  whom, and For how
long. Will it be just to handle
the glut, or will it be for a
period of time? Recause there
will be quite a lot of difference
there?

MR. RIDEOUT:

Tf the glut triggers them in, it
is going to trigger them in and
out.

Exactly.

The establishment of mindimum
processing requirements we have,
which have prevented the export of
Fish from the Province unless it
is processed or semi-processed,
might be a solution also, but we
have to be very careful of that
one, because, once again, if
outside dinterests get their foot
in the door, then they have ways
of pushing the door further open,
and that is taking jobs away from
the Province. We cannot, however,

listen to our OWn processors
complaining about fish being

trucked out if they are not going
to buy it and the fishermen are
suffering.

The monitoring desks that we have

around the Island certainly, I
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must say from my own experience,

have a very poor record. I have
yet to see very much success AN
them fFinding markaets For
fishermen. And the same can he
said For the union, which

certainly has not bheen overly
productive in finding markets ouer
the years. Now that they are
directly involved with a desk of
their own, maybe this will be of
some help. put certainly in the
past the fishermen were left to
Flounder, and their only recourse,
I say to the minister, was the
Department of Fisherices and  their
local members who, thank God, cane
through for Lhem in most cases.

My . Speaker, I thank the memboer
for the copy of the statement. I
congratulate hin Orl the
initiatives. We will bhe watching
as they are dimplemented. I think
there are come good moves here.
However, several of them are aopen
to abuse by outside interests, and
perhaps by government itself Af
they are not monitored carefully.

Thank you.

SOME _HON. MEMBERS:

Hear, hear!

Oral Questions

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. the Leader of the

Opposition.

MR. RIDEOUT:

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker, in view of the fact
that the Premier consistantly
appears to be precccupied with
decorum here in the House of
Assembly, and in view of the fact
that vyou cannot very well teach
Sunday School lessons inside this
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House and practice something else
when you are outside, in view of
the fact that the House consists
af more than just the Floor of
this Legislature - din fact, the
praecincts of this House are
equally as sacred - o will the
Premier today do the honourable
thing and immediately apologize to
this House for calling a member of
this House a liar yesterday during
a press scrum?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Premier.

PREMIER WEILILS:
Mr. Speaker, I have here a copy of
The Evening Telegram and I think

it is probably reasonably
accurately reflects what
occurred ., I do not recall it

being significantly different. I
believe this is what was said, or
the general context of 1it. The
statement was made by the hon.
member for Mount Pearl that the
negotiations were in excellent
condition, a deal was about ready
to be made, and 1t was only my
position an Meach Lake Lhat
stopped it. That, Mr. Speaker, is
totally and completely

inaccurate. That 4dis wrong and
inaccurate. I can state Lhat

categorically, that dis wrong and
inaccurate. You cannot or should
not wuse the word 'lie' 1in this
House, although I understand there
are circumstances where it can be
said. And perhaps it is even too
strong a word to use outside the

House. It is totally and
completely dinaccurate. Mavbe he
might even believe that and

therefore that might change dits
character, but I believe him to be
sufficiently well dinformed and he
should not believe that. So I do
not know what motivated him to say
that, I c¢an only assume it 1is
politicy.
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I do not disagree with what .the
Leader of the Opposition is
saying,, ‘'lie' ds +too strong a
word, but you do occasiocnally get
carried away a bit and make strong

statements. It is totally and
completely an inaccurate
statement. If the former minister

feels any better with my
characterizing it as that than an
'lie', then I am happy to withdraw
the raeference to "lie! and
characterize 1t as a totally and
completely inaccurate statement.

MR. RIDEOUT:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. the Leader of Lhe
Opposition.
MR. RIDEQUT:
Mr . Speaker, 1 have )
supplementary, obviously, but

before I put it I am sure that all
members are pleased to recognize
in  the Speaker's Gallery at the
moment a former Premier of this
Province, Mr. Smallwoad.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear! Hear, hear!

MR. RIDEOQUT:

Mr. Speaker, a supplementary.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Leader oF Fhe
Opposition.

MR. RIDEQUT:

Mr. Speaker, I did not sce how
The Telegram referred to it, but
I did see with my own eyes the
Premier on the electronic media
last night use wusing the words
that I just described. But  Lhe
Premier in his answer, [ bthink,
gives leave to the supplementary.

In view of tLthe Ffact Lhat Lhe
Premier obuiously becomes S0
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irritable and visibhly perturbed
when his method and approach is
questioned by anybody, including
members of this House, will the
Premier tell the House whether or
not he plans to hire a temperature
control expert on the staff of his
Of fice?

SOME HON. MEMRERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. RIDEOUT:
No answer, Mr. Speaker.

I .guess arrogance 1s now showing
through again. Maybe the Premier
would like to respond to this. In
vuiew of the fact thalk the Premier
has now had five or six weeks of
on-the-job training, can the
Premier tell the House when he
intends to replace visible
arrogance with understanding, and
red-faced irritation with patience
when dealing with the people in
the government and running the
Government of Newfoundland and
lLabrador?

SOME HON. MEMRBRERS:
No answer.,

MR. RIDEQUT:

He has got the Kitchen disease.
He has been hit with the Kitchen
disease.

Mr. Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member fFfor Mount
Pearl.

MR. WINDSOR:

Mr. Speaker, I was going to ask a
supplementary along the same lines
but I appreciate the fact that the

Premier has witkthdrawn that
comment . I point out that The
Evening Telegram report, 1 think,
was reasonably accurate. I wuse
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his own quote, Mr. Speaker,- in
that statement, so 1t ds  more
about the person making Lhe
statement than about whom 41 was
being said, and I will leave it at
that .

SOME- HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. WINDSOR:

Just to confirm the situation, Mr.
Speaker, I will table an excerpl
from the minutes of the meeting of

November 18, of & technical
committee and the statement of M-,
Rernier that I gquobaed hape
yesterday. It is Jjust an
excerpt. There is nokthing in

there of any confidential nature,
so I have just taken an excerpt.
But just for the records of  the
House, just to show who 1is telling
the truth in this situation, Mr.
Speaker, I table that.

I refer the Premier Lo bhe
Fditorial of The Evening
Telegram and I congratulate "The
Telegram. I think they have
given a well-balanced report
today, and I refer Lhe Premier to
the last paragraph that says, "Mr.
Wells has to be prepared to put
aside any private qualins that he
might have about this or that
constitutional arrangement and 9o
to the bargaining table with Mr.
Bourassa or any other Quebecar.
Developing Labrador may be the key
to this province's future."

The Evening Telegram editorialist,
Mr. Speaker, is entirely right. 1
point out to the Premier that the
people of this Province will judge
whether or not he 1is telling an

untruth in this House or am L. I
ask him Now, in view of Lhe
judgement Tlatd down oy The
Evening Telegram, which

represents the opinions of Lhe
people of this Province, will he

w
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now change his position an Meech
Lake and go back to the bargaining
table with Quebec in good Faith?

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Premier.

PREMIER WELLS:

Let me do a couple of things to
deal with the matters as the hon.
member dealt with them. The
document he tabled is probably an
accurate statement . I referred to
the discussions that took place
during the meetings and commented
on  the things that had occurred.
I acknowledged that, I never
denied 1it. As a matter of fact, I
described it first 1in the House.
What I was talking about is the
complete breakdown of any action
since December, demonstrating
there are no active talks, no
deals just around the corner, and
it is clearly established.

Now, the other comment that he has
made about Meech lake. et me say
at once the editorial is  the
opinion of the individual who
wrote 1it, not the opinion of the
people of the Province.

MR. WINDSOR:
We will see.

PREMIER WEILLS:;
I do not know who wrote 1it. It is
the opinion of the editoralist.

MR. WINDSOR:
Yes, your former colleague.

PREMIER WEILLS:
I amn prepared to give the answer
if they want it to he heard.

Mr . Speaker, when the former
governmentk was in power they

raised the question of using Meech
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lLake to bargain. Mhe Former
minister wanted to use Meech Lake
to bargain and his Cabinet

colleagues turned him down  and
sald, no, 1t was not to be used o

bargain. And they were right n
that decision, ik ought nol to
have been used Lo bargain

anything. That was the Formal
decision taken ancl minuted in
council at the time, Mr. Speaker.

MR. WINDSOR:
You cannolt produce anything,.

PREMIER WELLS:
I will produce the minute 1F that

is what ig required. It 16
there. It is c¢learly stated. e

minister's representation is Lhere
and the decision of goverrnment is
clearly there as well, that !
would not be used for thak purpose.

Now, Mr. Speaker, the editorial
referred to by the member suggests
a particular course of action. I
disagree with the comment that A1t
should be used to bargain in this
way . I do not disagree with the
camment that one <hould go wilkh

open mind and negotiate and
bargain. I have already statoed
clearly the position of L e

Province and my personal position
in that regard, and it remains to

be bthat. That 1is the extent to
which the editor's comments are
nott Founded aon actual fact, That
was clearly the position I have
taken and that remains the
position, but I will not bargain
kilowatts af power For

constitutional principles.

SOME HON. MEMBRERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Mount
Paarl.

MR. WINDSOR:

No, 1
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First of all, Mr. Speakar, the
Premier has now brought forward
another untruth, that my position
was that we should bargain Meech
Lake. That 1is not what I am
advocating at all. What I am
saying is that the Premier in his
statement has seriously taken away
from the possibility of completing
a good contract with Quebec, a
good deal with Quebec because of
his position of Meech Lake. No,
we should nokt bargain 1t, but
neither should we destroy any
opportunity of developing one of
the last great resource potentials
of this Province hecause of his
short-term goals.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Premier.

PREMIER WELLS:

Mr. Speaker, you should never sell
your soul for the right to live in
a room for one night. You should
think about the long-term future
of us and the people who are not
yet born in this Province.

MR. WINDSOR:
Surely the hon. gentleman
contracted too far in 1965.

MR. WARREN:
That is right. How much money did
he get out of it?

DR. KITCHEN:
That is an awful remark to be made
in the House.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Kilbride.

MR. R. AYLWARD:
Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker.

T have a question for the hon.
Minister of Municipal and
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Provincial Affairs. Yesterday he
was good encugh to provide this
House with a copy of the capital
funding for the Province for the
upcoming year. on June 7 he made
a statement in  this House Lo
suggest that there was $50 million
in capital works projects to he
spent this year. Rough totals on
the projects for yesterday were
about $43 million. So I ask the
hon. minister dis there another
list?

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. the Minister of Munidcipal
and Provincial Affairs.

MR. GULLAGE:

Mr. Speaker, Lthe member is quite
correct, there was $43 million on
yesterday's List There is
another $7 million that has been
allocated to wvarious things that
have to be done in the Province,

such as regional servicing
authorities, a prime example,
where legislation has ko ba
brought before the House to set up
those authorities. If those

amounts were presented to the
House 1in the list we would, in
fact, be obligating a lead
community FfFor the amount of money
involued, so I thought it wise not
to bring that before the House
until the legislation for the
regional servicing authority was,
in fact, adopted by the House.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. R. AYLWARD:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The han. the member for Kilbride.

MR. R. AYLWARD:
A brief supplementary, Mr. Speaker,

I would like to see & list of what
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the hon. member proposes, but -it
is iy understanding of The
Municipalities Act now that there
is legislation in place to set up
regional servicing authorities, or
regional governments. If that is
necessary, the regions themselues
can decide now. It is a fact now
that the new government or the
minister 1is going to shove this
regional government down the
throats of the people of the
Province right now?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Municipal
and Provincial AfFfairs.

MR. GULLAGE:
Mr. Speaker, I clearly stated I am
talking about regional servicing

authorities, not regional
government, And in fact the
legislation is not complete. Even

iF it were complete, in the cases
I speak of we have to have the
agreement of the towns involued to
enter dinto that legislation, enter

into the regional servicing
authority in that particular
region, Until we get that

agreement from the towns involued,
the regional authority cannot
hecome operative.

MR. R. AYLWARD:
Mr. Speaker.

MR, SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Kilbride,

MR. R. AYLWARD:

Does the minister plan to hold, as
it states in the act, public
hearings ko deal with these
regional authorities and regional
servicing groups? I would imagine
it would be similar to regional

governments, In the act now, T
believe 4t states that public
hearings mus t be held and
considerations be given to the
regions . Is Lhat what the
L6471 June 15, 1989 Vol XLI

minister plans to do?

MR. GULLAGE:
Mr. Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Municipal
and Provincial Affairs.

MR. GULLAGE:

Mr. Speaker, I am not aware of
anything in the legislation that
provides for public hearings to
set up regional servicing
authorities,

MR. WINDSOR:
Read the act.

MR. GULLAGE :

I have read the act and I have not
seen it. It 15 required for olhepr
dealings, such as amalgamations
and boundaries and so on, but I
have not seen anything in the act
speaking specifically to regional
servicing authorities. I will
check it out, but I have nol seen
anything in the act.

MR. WARREN:
Mr. Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member Fopr Torngat
Mountains,

MR. WARREN:

Mr. Speaker, my question is to the
Minister of Health (Mr. Decker).
Mr . Speaker, I think we all
realize that the number of nursing
clinics along. the Labrador Coast
in particular are very short on
staff, and particularly nurses.
It 1is very difficult for the
nurses Lo carry out theipr dutics,
twenty-four hour service, when
there 1is only one nurse in a
community . Would the minister
confirm that there are sufficient
funds allotted din this budget for
the hiring of an extra bwe lue
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nurses fFor the Regional Grenfell
Health Services?

MR. DECKER:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Health.

MR. DECKER:

Mr. Speaker, the hon. member will
know that 1in the Budget Speech,
which we announced some time ago,
we put din funding for forty-five
nurses - thirty-three could be
nurses and the dinstitutions have
discretion s Lo whether they

would use nuUrses or nursing
assistants For the other

positions. Specifically as to
whether they were twelue allocated
to the Labrador Coast, I cannot
answer that question because the
Labrador Coast is administered by
the Grenfell Association, and the

Grenfell Association, or the
GCrenfell Health Services District
as it is now called, were

allocated a reasonable number of
the nurses  and they have the

discretion as to where they
allocate them, I am sure I have

auery confidence they will
allocate them where it 1s most
appropriate for the area.

T am sure the member will also be
glad to realize that in the
federal agreement Jjust recently
signed there was $2.1 million in
that for clinics along the coast.

SOME HON., MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. DECKER:

Of course, we anticipated that and
For that very reason we put some
planning money into the budget so
that we can do some planning for
the clinics along the coast,
which, as the hon. wmenber knows,
are hadly in need of them. I know
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how difficult it is for one nurse
to be on duty, Mr. Speaker, along
the labrador Coast. It is not
fair to the nurse and it is
ceartainly not fair to the people
who live in these areas.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. WARREN:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. the wmember for Torngat
Mountains.

MR. WARREN:

Mr. Speaker, I have a new guestion
For the Minister of Health. M
Speaker, on June 1 T asked the
Minister of Health 1f he would
check into the abusive use of the
medical aircraft that is operated
by the Grenfell Regional Health
Services. Mr. Speaker, as quoted
in The Evening Telegram - I will
table it, Mr . Speakaer - "M,
Decker replied that if it was the
way the PC Government was abusing
taxes, that answer came up orn
April 20. 'After April 20 you will
not find that misuse of government
funds.

T would like to ask the minister,
would he aduise if he has taken
any action to curtail the abusive
use of Lhe CGrenfell Regiornal
Health Services medical aircrafl?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Health.

MR. DECKER:

Mr. Speaker, the member did gelt up
and mak e Some very serious
accusations in this House as Lo
how Grenfell were using their air
services. He could only have boen
referring to Lhings that might
have happenead while his
administration was in power.

No. 13 RG42



SOME HON, MEMBRERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. DECKER:

I assured the member that 4if - I
specifically said 'if' and Hansard
will bear me out - if his
administration was abusing the tax
money of our people and allowing
Grenfell to abuse the money for
air services, it would not happen
after April 20. I am glad to say
today, Mr. Speaker, that I stand
by that. There will be no abuses
in the air services.

Now, I did some checking with the
Grenfell Association and also with
my own departmaent . I have heen
advised that the policy is that
the plane ds there for carrying
patients from one point Lo the
other; the plane is also there for
carrying medical staff throughout
Labrador and around Newfoundland.
When a plane leaves St Anthaony
for &t John's or Montreal or
wherever, on an emergency mission
with a patient, whether or not
that plane, on that particular
trip, has two or three people, or
whether or not it 1is fully loaded
does not really make too much
difference, the plane is going
anyway . So the policy dis that
when the plane is coming in with
one patient and an escort or two,
whatever Lthe case may bhe, if the
plane is going to make the trip
already, then the staff who work
with the hospital are given the
" privilege of coming in on that
particular trip.

Now, Mr. Speaker, this 1s not
unreasonable, in view of the fact
that 1t 1is not easy to recruit
staff to work in Northern
Newfoundland and Labrador. I know
it dis the best place on earth to
live and work, but everyone does
not share that opinion. So 1t is
an incentive to the staff, and I

.64.3 June 15, 1989 Vol XLI

think it is a good one. However,
we have to be careful that it will
not bhe abused. We do not want
them to make the trip especially
for taking the staff around. That
is mnot the dntent. It is For a
medical amergency, a medical
reason, Mr. Speaker, and when this
is done, then the staff are
allowed to ride on it.
Personally, I do not see any great
problem with that on the condition
that the plane 1is going anyway.
But if the hon. member said +that
when they were in power they used
to  allow the planes Lo fly all
over God's creation withoul any
regard as to whether there was a
patient or not, well, that b4« his
problem. It will not happen wibkh
this administration.

SOME HON, MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. WARREN:

Mr. Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member Ffor Torngat
Mountains.

MR. WARREN:

Mr. Speaker, I thank the winistar
very much for his answer. T will
table a letter dated June 7, Mr.
Speaker, addressed to the hon,

minister - [ belicve Lhids
government was in power on June 7
- and it SAaYs the Grenfell
Regional Health Services plane

came 1in to St. John's wikh several
nurses and staff who came to go
shopping.

Now, Mr. Speaker, could +the hon.
gentleman do the honourable thing
and supply the flight logs from
May 28 to June 5 on the Grenfell
Regional Health Services flights
from St. Anthony to St. John's and
return? Would the minister table
the logs for those flights?
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MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Health.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Table the letter.

MR. DECKER:

No, there is no need to table the
lettar. I received the letter.
It 1is from an A. Simms din my
district.

As I pointed out in answering the
second gquestion, obhviously the
nember did not listen to my
answer, 1if the plane came in on
Juna 7 - and I have no doubt that
it did - it came in for a medical
reason, and the nurses are stalf
who are working with the Grenfell
Association up on the Northern
Peninsula. and, as I said, when
the plane is going bto come in to
St. John's anyway, if some of the
staff want to come to St. John's
to go shopping or to go to @&
dance, that is their business.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Oh, oh!

MR. HEWLETT:
Coming to St. John's on a wing and
a tear.

=

Absolutely! No big deal. But,
Mr. Speaker, where the corruption
could come in would be if  the
plane were taken specifically to
bring in a crowd of nurses who
wanted to go shopping; now that
would be abuse. But if the plane
is coming anyway to carry out its
nandate, that of bringing in a
patient, it would have come
regardless, whether vyou had one
person on that plane or whether
you had eight people on that
plane, the plane would have come
in  anyway at no axtra cost. It
ceems to be perfectly logical.
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Now, 1if this House or saomneone 16
going to direct my department to
aduise Grenfell Lthat they can no
longer carry their stalff around, I
will do that, 1if that becones the
thing. But T will warn the people

of this Province that it will be
much more difficult to attract
staff for Northern Newfoundland

and Labrador if we do not put some
1little extras in, for exanple, the
privilege of travelling on the
plane.

Mr. Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the nember for Torrngal
Mountains .

MR. WARREN:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker

This is 1like a wing and a tear,
t—-@-a-r, Mr. Speaker.

Let me ask the minister another
question. In the same letter, Mr.
Speaker - I will quote before 1
table it - it says that one Female
from Roddickton, a previous
employee who has not worked for
the Grenfell for almost a year,
came to St. John's to halp her
husband with his apartment. Now,
Mr . Speaker, could the hon.
gentleman tell us the name of Lhat
person who was a former employee
of the Regional Grenfell Health
Services Board who came here on
this mission plane to St. John's
to help her husband ta get into
his new apartment.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Health.

MR. DECKER:

Mr, Speaker, 1 honestly do  not
know what the inember 1 talking
about. The letter, which he has
there, did not nsme any person.
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He referred to a former employee
of Grenfell. Now, the letter said
former and he applied it to a
person in Roddickton. So they are

just playing guessing games , I
have no iddea who the member is

talking about. He is probably

making some -

AN HON. MEMBER:
(Inaudible) .

MR. DECKER:

Maybe the member could tell us why
it was that on May 2 he and D.N.
Peters took a governmeaent
helicopter at the price of $640
per hour for two hours to go on a
visit, when he was not in the
government, It was during
transition. Maybe he can tell us
what that is all about.

MR. WARREN:
Mr. Speaker, a final supplementary.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Torngat
Mountains.

My final supplementary is to the
minister. Would the minister,
again, table the 1logs of those
particular flights hetween May 28
and June 57? Finally, would +the
minister also confirm that many
patients that come out to  St.
John's for medical attention, when
they are released from the St.
John's hospitals on occasion have
been given second choice over
staff and other people going bhack
to St. Anthony?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Health.

MR. DECKER:
Mr . Speaker, I cannot confirm
that. l.Like the hon. member, I
have probably heard that beaing
said. I am rnot aware of it having
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happened in the last month or so
that I have been minister of this
particular department. I belong
to the Northern Peninsula and T
have heard that said from timne to
time, but I cannot prove it and I
doubt wvery much that Lthe hon.
member could prove it, Mr. Speaker.

AN HON. MEMBER:
Check it out.

MR, DECKER:

How could you check it out? I do
not know how that could be checkad
out .

MR. WARREN:
he logs of people flying.

MR, DECKER:

People who fly on the plane, that
is in the 1log. That 1s no big

problem. 0Oh, I know what Lhe hon.
member 1is getting at. I have used
the Grenfell plane. My wife, who
isg an employes of Granfaell,
presently employed hy Grenfell, ds
entitled +o the same bernefits as
anyone else. She has used that
plane over the last Ffour or Fiue
years that I have been fortunate
enough  to be a member of this
House . Oh, that dis the dirt the
member is trying to get at.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. DECKER:
Now I know what the hon. member ic
getting at. Mr. Speaker, my wife -

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Oh, oh!

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
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I hear hon, members shouting.
This is Question Period. If hon.
members want to follow up with a
gquestion I will recognize them,
but I will only recognize the
of ficial person that I have
raecognized. Qther people, 1if you
have questions, please wait and
you will get recognized.

The hon. the Minister of Health.

MR. DECKER:

T did not know that was the kind
of slime the hon. member was after.

Mr. Speaker, iy wife, proudly, is

working with the Grenfell
Association. She 1is proud to do
that . Sshe has been working with

them for years and hopefully will
work on with them for years. She,
too, 1is entitled to that policy.
I have not taken advantage of it
myself since I became a member of
Cabinet. I have been aduised that
maybe I should not do it. Maybe
sometime I will, because I, too,
am entitled to it. If the thing
is not wviable, I will not. I will
not be taking the plane to make &
special trip.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for St. John's
Fast.

MS DUFF:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

I would like to direct this
question to the Premier.

Mr. Speaker, I was very shocked
last night to learn in the
Committee of the Estimates on the
Department of Health that the
Province--wide mammography
screening program that was
committed to or announced by the
previous govearnment is now - on
hold, or under review, which, I
take 1it, 1s a euphemism for being
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on the back burner, and that there
will be absolutely no money in the
Fstimaltes this year for Uthat very
yital program.

Now, in view of the fact, Mr.
Spaakear, that medical experts
across Canada agree that routine
screening for women over Fifty,
and periodic screening for women
at high risk and by that I mean
people who have breast cancer in
their family or who are showing
early signs of breast cancer
that 90 per cent of these casas
can bhe cured by early deteclion,
that these women do not have to
die.

And, in view of the fact also,
that in this Prouinee at the

present time, We co not have
state-of-the—-art equipment 1n any
hospital - st. Clare's Mercy

Hospital has just recently
received a commiktment and has
equipment on order, but there 1s
no state-of-the-art equipment in
any other part of this Province
would the Premier undertake o
commit the necessary funds for
this very vital project?

MR. RIDEOQUT:
They demanded it when they were 1in
Opposition.

MS DUFF :
Well, I did not know that hecause
I was not here,

Rut this program is vital to Lhe
health af the Women of
Newfoundland, and the money is
there, because we are showing a
projected surplus. So, would the
Premier comnit to replace Lhat
moneay in that budget in Ehe
Department of Health?

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!
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MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Premier.

PREMIER WEILS:

Mr. Speaker, I do not know that
everything that the hon. inember
said dis accurate. I do not know
the full answer or explanation to
the +thing, but I will take her
question as notice and give her
the answer tomorrow.

MS DUFF:

MR. SPEAL

The hon.
Fast.

f supplementary ko Lhat, Mr,
Speaker, din December, 1988, the
national Department of Health came
out with a very significant study
which put to rest, once and for
all, the question of mammography
screening, which is a relatively
simple procedure, showing that the
benefits Ffar outweigh the risks,
and that this whole situation of
not being able Lo have access to
early detection for breast cancer
causes a tremendous amount of
unnecessary anguish to women in
Newfoundland. Why does the
Premier or Government, of this
Province give such a low priority
to that very vital program? It is
not unheard of, It has hbeen asked
for dn other programs. We are
spending $683 mwmillion on Health
this vyear. Why was no priority
given to this program in this
year's Health Estimates?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Premier.

PREMIER WEIIS:

Mr Speaker, I tell Lhe hon.
member again, I do not know right
at this moment the answer to the
question she raises, I do not know
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that all of her  premises are
correct, but I will check and I
will give her the full answer on
the total matter tonmorrow.

MR. SPEAKER:

Question Period has expired.

Notices of Motion

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Finance.

DR. KITCHEN: : :
Mr. Speaker, T give notice that I
will on  tomorrow move thalt o the
House resolue ibsellF into a
Comnittee of the Whole to consider
certain Resolutions pertaining to
the Advancing or Guaranteeing of
Certain Loans made under the Loan
and Guarantee Act, 1957,

MR. RAKER:
M~ Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. the Government Houge

Leader,

MR. BAKER:

Mr. Speaker, I wonder +if we could
revert to Presenting Reports by
Standing and Special Committees?

There was a lot of noise. You
said that, but the first thing 1T
heard was Notices of Motion, T

have some documents I would Tlike
to table.

MR. SPEAKER:

Does the House agree to revert to
Presenting Reports by Standing and
Special Committees?

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Agread.

MR. SPEAKER:
It ds agreed,
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Presenting Reports by
standing and Special Commitees

MR. SPEAKER:
The horn. the
Leader.

Government House

MR. RBAKER:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

T would like to, Ffirst of all,

table some MCs that wenre
praecommitments. These

precommitments were necessary for
a number of reasons: Some of them
had to do with the ordering of
text books ahead of time, and all
that kind of thing, and some of
them had to do with the Department
of Development and Tourism, where
there had to be pre-comnitments in
terms of some marketing and so on,

AN HON. MEMBER:
Special Warrants.

MR. BAKER:
Special Warrant, yes.

T already mentioned the Department
of Education. There waere some
supplies that had to bhe ordered in
terms of supplies for maintenance
and equipment, things that are
normally kept on hand.

The printing of Tourism literature
has to be done ahead of time; the
Department of Fducation for exam
purposes, materials that had to be
ordered ahead of time. The
purchase of school text books
makes up a very large amount of
this total. I would like to table
nine Minutes—in-Council having to
do with precommitments of funds .

Also, Mr. Speaker, this, like the
previous one, is to meet certain
requirements that are in
legislation. I  would 1like to

table Fforty—one Special Warrants,
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basically the Consolidated Fund
Services. T will just note some
of them for hon. members.

The Consolidated Fund Services,
there 1is about $14 million that
had to do with severance pay, Lhe
voluntary early retirement plan,
and that kind of thing.

There is about $2.6 million in
warrants having to do with
guarantees that the government
gave, but never did bring to Lthe
House of Assembly, and campanies

have since defaulted an the
payments and the amounts wers
paid. some of these amounts, Mr.

Speaker, 1 should point out, were
protested by the Comptroller
General at the time, so that s
about $4.5 million in warrants.

The Executive Council has $960,000
in warrants, and most of that 1is
related to either overruns in the
ofFfshore negotiations,
professional services. The
severence pay. in relation to the
much-heralded change  of command
hetwean Premiers Packtord and
Rideout, there ds a 1ittle over
half a million dollars for that.

There are a number of Finance
warrants here, My, Speaker,
totalling over $4 million, and
just about all of these are 1in
ralation to Newfoundland
Enviroponics, the greenhouse.

There 1is about $3.5 million in
Special Warrants for Development
and Tourism. One that I would
particularly like to note is $3
million that is required for an
interest subsidy to the Mary s town
Shipyard. I would like to point
out, Mr. Speaker, that in previous
years this subsidy was always paid
by Special Warrant, hub this year
we have done it properly because
it is an anticipated, known
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expense and should never be done
by Special Warrant, and we have
put the amount in the budget as it
should have been done for years.

Fisheries has warrants totalling
almost $14 million, $13.9 million,
and some of the amount is a
write—down on loans, the Ficsheries
Loan  Board, about $3 million of

it. But there 45 an amount in
here, Mr. Speaker, of $8 willion
that relates to the Eldorado

Seafoods and those operations.

il believe these were Special
Warrants obtained bhack in
September, October or something of
last year. I am not sure exactly
about the time, but I could look
and see, S0 that ds $8 million

there. Forestry has only one
warrant here which is pretty
straightforward. Cone

collections, an excellent year for
cones, so  they had to collect
their cones while the going was
good .

Rural, Agricultural and Northern
Development has eight warrants of
about $7 million, and these are,
again, fairly straightforward.
One of them was an additional
amount that is kind of bothersome,
an additional amount of $2.5
milliaon for Newfoundland Farm
Products beyond what was expected
in terms of having to subsidize
Newfoundland Farm Products.

Again, there 1is another small
amount in here relating to the
greenhouse, relating to Sprung,
which had to do with paying the
pointsetta growers.

There 1s Career PDevelopment and
Aduanced Studies, an extra $6

million for funding MUN.

Recreation and
straightforward,

Culture
pretty

Youth,
standard
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averruns ., There 1is one thing I
would like to point out here, Mr.
Speaker, the new funds of $1.2
million for the Rabies Eradication
Program that 1is dincluded undepr
this Special Warrant.

having to do with
teachers' salaries. There dis a
Special Warrant needed because
there was a larger increase than
expected in teachers' salarics.

Education,

AN HON. MEMBER:
And an extra pay period,

MRE. BAKER:

That was another thing, but the
extra pay period cost about $14
million. This is about 41

million, I think.

In Health, there Were five
warrants totalling about $20
million. Mr. Speaker, in Health
there are 50 many open-gnded
programs that there is not really
much possibility of contrel in the
expenditures there, simply bhecause
the programs are open-ended.

In Justice about ¢2 million, &

couple of warrants. The fdinal
ones are in Labour, having te do
with, I believe, the extra
hearings that were Necessary

because of the dispute between Lhe
Fish unions and this cost an extra
couple of hundred thousand dollars
over and above what was axpecled,

So, Mr. Speaker, there 1is a total
of about $80 million in Special
Warrants. Some of them, as I
pointed out, are standard, normal
procedure and will be proceeded
with in the course of events by
this government as Lhe last
government did, Some of them, I
would like to point out, Mr .
Speaker, were totally wrong, done
improperly, and the Comptroller
General was fairly active in

No. 13 R6G49



pointing this out and, 1in fact,
apologized for some cases where
amounts slipped through that
should not have slipped through,
and I would 1like to say that that
kind of Special Warrant, Mr .
Speaker, and the kind of MCs that
are issued and neuver brought dinto
the House, will not happen again.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

answers to Questions
for which Notice has been.Given

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Social
Sarvices.

MR. EFFORD:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

on VYesterday's Order Paper there
was Question No.8 which asked me,
as Minister of Social Services,

for, "An itemized list of
expenditures for any of fice
equipment, personal equipment,
furnishings and photographs
purchased for the Minister's

Office since May 5, 1989."

I would like to table this, Mr.
Speaker, but in doing so I would
hauve to highlight a couple of
things in order to show why I did
have to spend a small amount of
money in  my of fice. In the
Department of Social Services, the
Minister's Office in 1988-89, the
former Minister of Social Services
(Mr. Tobin) spent this money:
High-lite framing, ¢1,268; filming

and developing, $1,000; lapel
pins, $900; Christinas cards,
$1,000; camera, $897; dictating

machine, $1114.40; bookcase, $190;
microwave oven, $240; and filing
cabinets, Mr. Speaker, $872.
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Since becoming Minister of Social
Services I had to purchase filing
cabinets because I could not find
the ones that were formerly
purchased.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:

Hear, hear!

MR. EFFORD:

They were gone, Mr. Speaker, so 1
purchased filing cabinets to do
the necessary filing I have to do
as minister, $654.00, and genaral
office supplies that I needaed Lo
put in the filing cabinets and
f1ling pins and so on, $111.00,
Mr. Speaker.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. EFFORD:

Also, Mr. Speaker, on yasterday's
Order Paper there was a gquestion
to ask the Minister of Soctal
Services to lay upon the Table of

the, House the Following
information: "apn ditemized list of
travel expenditures incurred by

the Minister, his Executive
Assistant or any other member  of
the Minister's persaonal or
Departmental stalff who may have
accompanied him since May 5,
1989." To explain to the House,
Mr . Speaker, last weekend 1
travelled Lo Stephenville, Friday
and Saturday, and during those
days I had six meetings. I worked
until Saturday evening uptil 6:00
o'clock. My airfare was $391.20,
I had no accommodations,; my wife
who was out there on other
business paid for the room and I
stayed with her at no cost to the
government.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. EFFORD:
Mr. Speaker, I stayed in Corner
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Brook. By business Was in
Stephenville and Stephenville
Crossing where I had my meetings
Friday and Saturday. I did not

rent a car. A very good friend of
mine loaned me his car and I
travelled with no expense to the
government.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. EFFORD:

And, Mr. Speaker, let me compare a
trip taken by the Fformer Minister
of Social Services (Mr. Tebin) who
cared so much about the poor
starving people of this Province,
a European trip to Norway Lo see
what impact oil Flowing out of the
taps of Newfoundland would have on
the lives of social services
recipients.

MR. RIDEQUT:
On a point of order, Mpr. Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:
On a point of order, the Leader of
the Opposition.

MR. RIDEOUT:

The hon. gentleman cannot take the
House on his back, Mpr. Speaker.
You would not know but he owns the
place, after his leader always
talking about decorum and all that
kind of stuff.

MR, EFFORD:
You do not want to hear it,

MR. RIDEOUT:

Sure we want to  hear it, Mr.
Speaker, We will be equally as
interested, Mr . Speaker, in
hearing the twelvue month totals
when the hon. gentleman gets
twelve months in office as well.
Then we will compare apples and
apples and not apples with aranges .

But, Mr. Speaker, the question on
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the Order Paper was specific. The
question did not ask For
information prior to a certain
date. The question asked For
information from May 5 Lo a
certain date. Now, Mr, Speaker,
the rules are clear. The han.
gentleman cannot flagrantly abuse
the rules and provide other
information that we may at some
time want to ask for. BRut the
question was specific and tha hon.
gentleman should provide specific
information, stop abusing Lhe
rules of the House and stop trying
to take the House on his back,

MR. BAKER:

Mr. Speaker,
MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. Lhe
Leader.

Govermnnaenl House

MR. BAKER:
Thank you, Mpr. Speaker.

fo that point of order, the membier
has been asked on the Order Paper
a question. The purpose for using
the Order Paper to ask such a
question is because nermally thosa
questions require longer, more
detailed answers. The miniskter ig
simply providing some background

to his particular answer. [ would
suggest, Mr Speaker, that i
perfectly okay and I would

certainly say to the leader of iLhe
Opposition that if he cannot stand
the heat, get out of the kitchen,

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. RIDEOUT:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon ., the lLeader oF Lhe
Opposition,

MR. RIDEOQUT:
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Mr ., Speaker, let me say to the
Government House Leader that, old
man, you can hring on whatever
heat you got because 1 can take
it. That is not the point.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. RIDEOUT:

We listened to the hon. gentleman
in his first responsse and, in
Fact, could have raised & point of
order, but we did not. We let him
go on and have a little bit of
enjoyment . We do not mind that.
We are big boys and girls, we can
take it, too. But the fact of the
matter is, Mr. Speaker, that the
question on the Order Paper was
specific, 1t asked . the minister
for specific information as of a
specific date and between specific
dates. The minister has nNo right
to try to amuse Uus For the rest of
the afterncon going back for the
next two months, three months
hefFore that, three years before
that, seventeen years hefore that,
twenty-five years before that.
Let him give the specific
information that he was asked far,
then we can all laugh at it, and
2t some other point maybe the heat
may come up again.

MR. SPEAKER:
To that point of order.

I would point out to hon. members
that MWritten Questions basically
adhere to the same rules as oral
Questions, and hon. members should

nok raise points that are
argumentative, but answenr the
question precisely. I ask the

hon. gentleman to do that.

MR, EFFORD:

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

T apologize for having to point
out the fact that the European
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trip cost accommodation for one
week, $1,496, entertainment, $aal,
meals, $660; laundry, $107,;
airfare, $3,067, while the people
of this Province were starving,
My, Speaker. and [ would like to
table that, Mr. Speaker, Lo the
hon. member.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR, WARREN:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

MR. RIDEQUT:

Tt 1is a long road Lhat lias  no
hends . Wait until you qo Lo
Furope.

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. the Minister of Fisheries.

MR. W. CARTER:

Mr . Speaker, I want Lo table
answers to guestions put to me fay
the hon. Qpposition House Leadar.

Question number 26 an itemtized
list of travel expenditures
incurred by Lhe Minister, fis
Fxecutive Assistant or any other
member of the Minister's personal
or Departmental staff who may have
accompanied him since May H."

Mr. Speaker, I am happy to table
the answers Lo that gquestion. The
total out of  town travel for
myself and mny Deputy Minister to
Ottawa for @& combined cost of
$1,800, using regular air and
rather inexpensive rooms in Ottawa.

Also, Mr. Speaker, they asked me
to table information, & list "of

expenditures for any of Fice
equipment, personal equipmenl,

furnishings and photographs
purchased For the Minisker's

Office since May.'" The answer Lo
that, M. Speaker, exceplt For 4

faw pencils, pans, and paper
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clips, is zero.

SOME_ HON. MEMRERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:
The Minister of Development,

MR. FUREY:

Mr. Speaker, again with respect to
similar questions put by the hon.
the Opposition House Leadear, the
answer to question Number 18, the
total amount “of expenditures for
of fice equlipment, personal
equipment, furnishings and
photographs purchased For the
Mirnister's Office" Department of
Development - '"gince May &5," ig
$1,749 .49, with a complete and
itemized statement attached.

With respect to question Number
21, the +total amount of travel
expenditures incurred by the
Minister, his Executive Aszistant,
members of the departmental staff
of the Department of Development
since May- 5, 1989, dis $4,066.99
and I attach a complete breakdown
of  that, and what 4t was used
for, This compares to $223,600 by
my predecessor for a vear, which
says that we are well below the
average, Mr. Spesaker.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Education.

DR. WARREN:
Mr. Speaker, I would like to table

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Oh, oh!

MR. SPEAKER:

Order, please!

DR. WARREN:
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Mr. Speaker, I would like to table
an answer to a question put to the
Minister of Education by the hon.
House Leader asking for an
itemized list of expenditures made
for equipment, personal aquipment,

furnishings and photographs
purchased far the Minister's

Office since May 5. I want to
inform the House that no such
purchases have been made.

SOME HON. MEMBERS :
Hear, hear!

Orders of the Day

MR. BAKER:
Order 2.

MR. SPEAKER:

Committee of Supply.
The hon. the member for Grand Bank ,

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. MATTHEWS:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker,

T am beginning to say myself, My,
Speaker, not again. So I krow
members opposite must be saying 1t
euer more so.

MR. R. AYLWARD:
But they are rnot leaving.

MR. MATTHEWS:

No, they are not leaving because
the recess period has not been
authorized vyet. They should take

it immediately after Question
Period.
But, Mr. Speaker, there 18  one

thing, we talked about decorum SO
much in the House and olher
things ., The Preamier said Lhe
other day, in the little spat that
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we had, that it was a reflection
on the person who said it moreso
than the person who received it.
I think we witnessed here today
something about the quality of
people giving answers as well.
But, of course, the Minister of
Social Services has not changed.
He has changed in every other way
since he became Minister of Social
Seruvices but getting down in the

mud, he has kept that
characteristic with him, He has
lost a lot of his fight but he is
still very, very capable oif*

~getting down in the mud .

To think, Mr . Speaker, that I
really had him on the hook over
the Private Sectaor Einployment
Program when I was minister. I do
not think I was too decent. I
think I did the right thing for
the integrity of the program. But
I would not tarnish his name all
over the Province, so I Tlet him
off the hook, and then we see what
he tried to do here again today .
As the Leader of the Opposition
told him, it is a long road that
has no turns and some roads have
turns that are sharper than others,

MR, EFFORD:
A point of order, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
A point of order, the hon. the
Minister of Social Services.

MR, EFFORD:

1t is not normal for a member an
either side of this House to
threaten another member, but I
want to say very clearly, while I
will ask for His Honour's ruling
on that, if the member opposite
have anything to say about the
past of this Minister of Social
Services, please tell it to the
general public. I have nothing to
be achamed of in my past and I
will not have anything to  be
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ashamed of in my future.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. MATTHEWS:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member For Grand
Bank .

MR. MATTHEWS:

If he had said he has nothing to
be proud about in his past, then
maybe we would have agreed on this
side, but I do not want to got
into a bit of a spat.

MR. SPEAKER:

Order, please!

I thought the hon. gentleman
wanted to speak to the point of
order. There is a point of order
and I have to address it I did
not hear the hon. member make any
threat, but the hon. member knows
he 1is not supposed to make a
threat. If the hon. gentleman
made a threat I am sure he will do
the honourable thing. Other than
that, I rule there was no point of
order, 9just a point of difference
between two hon. gentlemen.

The hon. the member for Grand Bank.

MR. TOBIN:
Tell us about the stoves,

MR. MATTHEWS:

Thank you very much, Mr. Speakear.
I apologize if I made a threat. I
guess what I should have said to
the hon. minister is that he will
he under very close scrutiny by
the Opposition as he attempts bto
FulFill his ministerial
responsibility.

MR. R. AYLWARD:
We are nobt going crawling around

No. 13 RO654



in basements.

MR. MATTHEWS:

That d1s right. We are not going
down in basements crawling around
all hours of the night to try and
get things on this minister, as he
tried to do with this minister.
We are not going to do that,
because, of course, after the
budget of a couple of weeks ago we
cannot afford to buy hatteries for
the flashlights.

o hear that Minister of Social
Services get up din  this House
today and try and personally
attack the former Minister of
Social Services who, he said, was
supposed to he concerned for the
underprivileged and the social
assistance recipients of the
Province. Just last week he said
he was going out in the clothes
closets of the <ocial assistance
recipients of the Province trying
to get bhack used clothes to
- recover his $8 million that he
wants back from them. That is his
concern for the social assistance
recipients of the Province.

One of the lowest increases in the
social assistance budget ever 1in
the history of this Prouvince came
in under this wminister since he

became Minister ofF Social
Services, That dis what we are

dealing with, Mr. Speaker.

I would just like to refer back,
if I could, Mr. Speaker, and talk
for a moment about the first month
of performance of the - new
administration.

MR. WARREN;
The First report card.

MR. MATTHEWS:
Yes, the first 1litble report card
on what they have done.
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They have raised gasoline taxes 1in

this Province, Mr. Speaker. They
have added ko the Financial
hardships of students at our
post-secondary educational

institutions by increasing the
tuition fees by 10 per cent. They
have eliminated the Private Sector
Einployment Program which created
3,000 jobs in this Province Jast
year, $7.5 million put in by the
government and $7.% million by the
private sector of the Province.
They have eliminated Lhat, Mr
Speakar, and indeed, did away with
approximately 3,000 jobs dn this
Province.

They have discriminated against
children who develop Faster than
others. The same age children, one
bigger than the other, one has to
pay taxes on clothing, the olther
does not. They have done that,
Mr. Speaker.

They have initiated the closing of
two hospitals 4in the province, Me,
Speaker, another thing of which
they should be very proud, culting
out 110 jobs, Three thousand jobs
under the private seclor and one
hundred and ten by closing out
Fifty-three hospital beds on the
Burin Peninsula, when throughout
the campaign they preached about
opening more beds.

MR. R. AYLWARD:
No mammography program.

MR. MATTHEWS:

That d1s right. No  mammography
program. Noe funding for that,
when, as an Opposition, they
demanded that this government
bring in a program ko address this
very, vary serious  problem  and
health crisis Ffor women of rFhe

Province. They were right A
demanding that this government do
that . Here they come hack, they
take over the power aof this
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Province on April 20 and no
provision in the budget for a much
needed service fFor women of this
Province.

Of course, there are a couple of
things that make you wonder about
this government's priority for the
women of this Province. The
mammography program 1s one. The
elimination of the Occupational
Integration Program Ffor Women is
another. No money in the
Occupational Integration Program
for Women this year. A first-year
program and all they provided for
it is $250,000 for carryover
projects that carrisd over into
the new fiscal year. So that
should tell you, and it will tell
the women of this Province, just
how important women really are to
this new administration. They do
not mean anything, because two
very, very important programs have
been eliminated. This was a very,
yery. progressive program, the
Occupational Integration  Program
for Women, devised in consultation
with the Provincial  Status of
Women, devised in consultation
with the Women's Policy Ooffice.
Where is the Women's Policy Office
gone with the new administration?
It 4is another office and another
division that 1is nowhere to be
found.

And, of course, we all know that
part of the government's problem
is that when they took office they
fired uvery experienced and very
competent top civil servants.
Most of them, like any new
government, are themselves very
inexperienced, and you rely on
your best civil servants to give
you advice and to develop your
budget and programs. But what did
this gouernment do? It fired the
nost competent civil servants, whao
have worked for years in this
Province.
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MR. TORIN:
And individual packages have cost
over $1 million.

MR. MATTHEWS:
and  individual severance packages
Wwill cost in excess of $1 million.

MS VERGE

Do you mean that for one?

MR. MATTHEWS:

Yes, just for one.

MR. TOBIN:
There were two people who accapltad
¢close to $1 million,

MR. MATTHEWS:

That 1is right. That is what isg
happening. Of course, all these
details will become clear -

MR. TOBIN:

Two people for $1 million bucks
@ach.

MR. MATTHEWS:

over the next number of days,
Mr. Speaker,

I would just like to say, Mr.
Speaker, being as guilty as
anybody else in this House af
badgering back and forth and
disrupting on times, again there
seems to be five or six different
cohversations, and of course I
know why that is.

MR. R. AYLWARD:

Clyde has left, has he?

MR. MATTHEWS:

The teacher has left Lhe
classroom,. He did not grant
racess but he left himself. And I
understand that because he is a
very busy man and he has meebings
and other business of the Province
to deal with. But as soon as he
goes through the door, &s soon as
the signal comes that the private
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elevator has gone down, then the
whole attitude and behaviour of
Lhe members opposile change.

MR. R. AYLWARD:
Some of them, not all of them.

MR. MATTHEWS:
Not all of them.

MR. R. AYLWARD:
Phil Warren is there, Rex 1is not
back.

MR. MATTHEWS:
Some of them are very gqood, bhut T
must have to say -

MR. R. AYLWARD:
Murphy goes off his head.

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

I normally would not interrupt the
hon. member, but he seems to have
lots of time, so T am just going
to make this comment . He
commented on order in the House,
conversations going on, and that
is absolutely true. I have
noticed it myself and I did not
get up because sometimes you
detect that an hon. member wants
silence, and I believed that the
hon. member for Grand Bank did not
call for silence. Had he called
for silence, I would have done

30, Rut that has been the
procedure. If some wmembers want

silence, but I have observed ovear
the years that the hon. member for
Grand BRank does tolerate a little
bit of bantering, and I apologize.

MR. MATTHEWS:

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. And, as
usual, your observations are
corract and your observations are
spot on, No, I do not want

silence because, as I said just a
few short days ago, Mr, Speaker,
if we are going to be absolutely
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silent in this House of Assembly,
if we are not going to share
humour, then indeed we would have
found a use for the hospital beds
that will be closed in Grand Rank
and St lLawrence hecause they
could set up a psychiatric ward
for the fifty-two of wus, and I
sincerely believe that.

AN HON. MEMBER:
0ld soccer injuries.

MR. MATTHEWS ;
0ld soccer  injuries, VEs, bake
care of a few of them as well.

And, Mr, Speaker, speaking of
soccer, I must say tao the Minislbar
of Finance that manys a lime since
the Tuesday that he brought in the
Budget document, 1 felt Tike
taking that document and slogging
it as high as I could, Mr
Speaker, like we used to kick Uhe
old soccer ball. The higher vyou
slogged 1t more the crowd used to
roar one time. It had nothing Lo
do with the skill of the gaine
But 41if ever a budget deserved a
slog, 1s this one.

MR. R. AYLWARD:

Make sure the minister is holding
on to 1it.

MR. MATTHEWS:

Now, Mr. Speaker, with all due
respect, I wank to relfar Lo
somethings that were said about
previous budgets in this House,
and I would 1like to refer to
Hansard of April 12, 1988, when an
hoen. member of this House spoke on
the budget and he said now peaple
are always happy when a budget
does not slap dincreases and taxes
on  people, which we all agree.
And, of course, Mr. Speaker, with
all due respect the MHA and the
member I am referring to is Youp
Honour. I hope I have permiscion
to use this and I hope I am not
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doing anything unparliamentary by
referring to this Hansard. And he
goes on further to say, 'Lo and
behold to the govermnent in this
Province that dincreases further
the retail sales bax in  this
Province or, Mr. Speaker, the
income tax, both of which are the

highest in Canada. . So, Mr .
Speaker, we cannot go around

applauding the government and
commending the government because
they did not increase retail sales
tax, Qr because they did not
increase income tax.' Now that is
talking about the last budget, not
this Minister of Finance's budget.

"Let us get rid of that attitude
in this Province, We have reached
the L1dimit! and I say that because
the Minister of Finance 1in his
Rudget Speech said that we were
not the highest taxed people in
Canada. So I think it 1s wvery,
very important, again, to point
out the contradiction that has
existed between this party, when
they were 1in Opposition, and now
that they are in government.
"Thera can be no more increases in

the retail sales tax. There can
be no more increases 1in the income
tax." That was the position of

the Liberal Party Jjust a year
ago. "We are already the highest
taxed people in Canada with
respect to retail sales tax and
with respect to income tax, Mr .
Speaker. We are the highest taxed
people in Canada. That is
irrefutable.

"So how can a party who bhelieved
last year -

AN HON. MEMBER:
Is it backupable?

MR. MATTHEWS:

No, 1t dis not backupable. The
thing that has baeean most

backupable since April 20 is the
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hon. minister hdinself. OF course,
you cannot back him up much more
because he will be out in the
corridor, and I am sure that bhe
Premier

MR. A. SNOW:

He is not getupable.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. MATTHEWS:

There is not much get up din him.
You would not pull him up with a
block and tackle. Bul I am sure
the Premier 1s having thouglhiks
about backing him up a bit more.
T do not mean standing behind him
for support, I mean probably even
giving him a seat in Lhe Common
Room, because he will fulfill just
as great a purpose out there as he
has served since he brought in his
Budget Spweech. I just wanted to
point lLhese few things out,
hecause T think it 1is dmportant
that we know what was said by the
members of the now government. tk
is very, very important that we
know this. The Game hon.,
gentleman, who 1i& now leaving the
Chamber, said, "I wish I could gat
on the government side, I wish T
were on  the government side, I
tell vyou I would do somelthing

about these problems." Thakt was
said last year. The  MHA [or

Bonavista North (Mr. Lush) said
that last year in reacting to the
Rudget Speech, right from the
Hansard of April 12. "I wish I
could get on the govermnent side,"
then I would change all that.

MR. WARREN:
He has changed it all.

MR. MATTHEWS:

A real change he  was talking
about. We saw a real c¢hange on
June 6. On June 6 we saw a roal
change in this Province - $95
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million additional taxes. That is
a real change There isg no
guestion we saw that. Personal
income Lax up 2 per cent,
corporate income tax up 1 per
cent, 10 percent on tuition Ffor
students. Electricity rates in
this Province will dincrease by
approximately 14 per cent in the
next two years because of actions
by this government . A real
change, no doubt. The Private
Sector Employment Prograim, 3000
jobs gane, a real change. Now,
the people from Little St
Lawrence, around the boot of the
Burin Peninsula to Garnish, have
certainly experienced a real
change They know that when this
Premier went through preaching on
the Wells Express he preached real
change, and he has given it to
them in spades.

AN HON. MEMBER:
Anything in that water?

MR, MATTHEWS:

No, there is nothing in  this
water, Mr. Speaker. I am sure if
there were anything in this water
the Minister of Social Services
would be over and have my glass
before now. He would drag i1t
across the House. There would be
a tug of war over the glass if he
thought there was something in
there -~ more than water, that is.

Mr. GSpeaker, the gentleman that I
have great respect for on the
other side, the President of
Treasury Board, known to us now as
Bt Baker, as you all know, said
some interesting things about last
year's Dbudget as well, the day
before the member for Bonavista
North talked about 1it, on April
gl ; He said, "I think that is the

tone that Was usad in the
budget." He was talking about the
ininistear. He said, "He was

surprised that 4t was being said
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all around this Province that we
are the most heavily taxed people
in the country."

SOME HON. MEMBERS
What?

MR. MATTHEWS:

That d1s what the President of
Treasury said. He saild,"In actual
fact, we are just taxed on Lhe
average ar slightly abaove Lhe
avaerage 1in this country." The
Minister said that he had a study
on that. I could go on Ffor ten
hours on that one," he said For
ten hours," but seriously, +4f 1
have Daen giving the WIm Qg
impression to the people of Lhis
Prouvuince, I want ko correct i,

"He said, "I would sericusly Tlike
to see the kind of study that was
done on the taxation in
Newfoundland that would reach the
conclusion that we are 102 por
cent above the national average,"
- slightly above 1it. "I would
really like to  see it " The
President of Treasury Roard alt the
time thought we were wmuch heavier
taxed than 102 per cent of the
national average. Rut, in the
Budget Speech,, which he had a 1ot
of dinput dinto, on June 6, I would
suggest that he had a 1ot more
input dinto it than the Minister of
Finance, he makes a statemenbt and
says that we are not

DR. KITCHEN:
Boring.

MR, MATTHEWS:

Pardon. Did you say boring? You
did not say boring, Old
getupable, old backupable, old
backslider. )

MR. RIDEOUT:
No gelt-up-and-go Jleft din him at
all.
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MR. MATTHEWS:

Too bad. Thirty days into a
mandate and he is out of gas. of
course, if he wanted to go to the
pumps and try to get a hit more
gas, I do not suppose that he can
afford to pay for it. He cannot
buy 1it.

AN HON. MEMBER:
You have plenty of gas.

MR. MATTHEWS:

Yes. There is a lot of gas over
here. Aand there is going to be
more gas.

That is the other thing, of
course, they have whopped it to
the old consumers on gdgas. You

soon will not be able to afford to
buy cabbage, Mr. Speaker, because
you will pay tax on the gas that
comes out of that when you boil it
in this Province. You scon will
not be able to afford to have a
Jigge dinner in this Province. So
I just  say these things, Mr .
Speaker, SO that we can
demonstrate the contradiction that
exists in the minds of those now
in the government, from the
Premier down. The biggest Walking
Contradiction 1in the history of
Newfoundland and Labrador is this
Preamier. He preached freedom and
balance. Yes, freedom and balance
alright, off balance he should
have preached.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Fairness.

MR. MATTHEWS:

Yes, fairness. There is some
fairness. I would like to say to
the Minister of Social Services,
he has only been sworn in for how
long?

AN HON. MEMBER:
A month.
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MR. MATTHEWS:

Yas, one month. We will see how
you will be judged by the paople
on your performancea. We always
called him the old Crooked
Stovepipe on this side, M
Speaker. The 0ld Crooked

Stovepipe, and I would say now
that the 01d Stovepipe has gotten
very hot over the last weak or <o,
very, very hot.

MR. TOBIN:

Tell them why we call him that.

MR. MATTHEWS:

No, I am nol going to bring thal
up . I am nok L&t kind ofF
person. I would not bring it up,
T would not mention 1t in the
House why we call him an Old
Crooked Stovepipe. A1l I would
say is this, that I would suggestl
why in the last month or so that
he brought in that statement
today, outlining that he has only
spent a couple of hundred dollars
and how he got a loan of.a car out
in Stephenville and slept with his
wife.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. RIDEOUT:
That 1is a penetrating insight into
the obvious.

MR. MATTHEWS:

No, 1 do not mean that. Rut she
had a room and he stayed with her,
and it did not cost the government
anything. That 1s great. That s
being very prudent, and I applaud
that. RBult I would say the reason
the hon. minister is doing this is
because he learned such a hard
Tesson in the past perhaps, and he
knows 'I had better stay on Lthe
straight and narrow or else 1 will
he brought to task.' So he goilng
to try to demonstrate to the House
just how prudent he is going to be
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on his travel and his expenses and
other things. That ds what all
ministers are doing. IF that is
the case, that ds fine, but we
will see over the next three or
four years what happens to travel
expenses, entertainment, and other
things.

MR. FLIGHT:
Over the next fifteen years.

MR. MATTHEWS:

Well, no. I will not be around
here after three or four years, I
am going to take advantage of Lhe
voluntary retirement program that
you would not give to the health
care sector. I can do that. Now
I will be under great pressure
From the 8,000 votaers in the
district to stay on, but I will
probably relinquish that
responsibility and say, "No, go
and elect someone else."

MR. TOBIN:
He is going to run federal, boy,

MR. MATTHEWS:
Yes, I am going to run federal.

MR. TOBIN:
I will be his campaign manager.

MR. MATTHEWS:

Oh, my God! No, do not take it
that far. I never wanted to run
in politics to be defFeated.

MR. TOBIN:
You will not be, either,

MR. MATTHEWS:
No. I will not be.

Mr. Speaker, 4t ds¢ too bad the
Minister of Health has 1left his
seat because I wanted to have a
few chats with him and say a few
things, how he fell out of the sky
on the Burin Peninsula yesterday.
Airwolf got nothing on him. He
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dropped out of the clouds ocver St
Lawrence Hospital. He said to the
pilot, "Now, find the biggest dust
spot dn St. Lawrence, and do nol
shut down the props, keep then
going. Gelt ag close Lo Lhe
hospital as you can and make the
dust come up so that I can get out
of the helicopter and get 1in the
hospital so that nobody knows that
I anm here. If they think someone
is here, they will not know who it
is. " That 1is what happened. He
kept the props going all the while
he was 1in. And, of course, chop,
chop ds very appropriate for the
minister as well. That iz what he
should be called, the Chop-Chop
minister, because he closed up lFwo
hospitals down there.

After Lhe people down Lherae
realized who it was and what had
happened, and they explored the
details, one of the most hilarious
things about it was Lhat the
minister was carried in over LUhe
threshold of the U.S. Mamorial
Hospital by the nayor, Llike a
groom carrying his new bride. He
Look him in his airme and P
carried him over Lthe threshold and
said, 'Mr. Minister, look at this
fine structure, How can you
honestly c¢lose it down, it was so
well-built by the Americans, &
memorial to the theroics of Uhe
people at St. lLawrence and Lawn?
How can you close up this hospilbal
that was given to us by Lhe
Americans in recognition?’

Just last year we had a  hig
anniversary where mos t of Lhe
survivors of that disaster came to
S5t. Lawrence and shared with the
people for about a week or ten

days. Tt W s a very, very
emotional event hecause the

Americans came back Lo say thank
you once again to those who had
saved their Tives, those survivors
and rescuers there. That dis what
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that hospital - means to St

l.Lawrence.

Of course, it is very nice to see
the former Premier here today in
the Gallery as I say this, because
he was the Premier of the day, of
course, who accepted that gift on
behalf of the Prouvince and on
behalf of the people of St.
Lawrence and Lawn. He was there
to actually receive that gift for
the people and, of course, made
the commitment on behalf of the
government of the day to operate
the U.S. Memorial Hospital in St.

Lawrence . It is quite dironic to
hauva tha Former Pramier hara
today . It 1s very good to see

him, hbut it s ironic to have him
sit |here, the man who received

that gift on behalf of the
Province, and then to see another
iLiberal Praemier in this

administration make a decision to
close it down.

I am sure that they will
reconsider that. I am sure they

realize they have made a inistake
and they will reconsider and
hopefully make a decision that
will be acceptable. I was hoping
the Minister of Health would be
here because I am quite interested
to have him update us on his
flying visit to the Burin
Paninsula. We will have more to
say on that, T guess, tomorrow
whan he is in his seat.

Talking about travel and being
prudent and other things, I expect
the Minister of Development will
be doing much more travel than he
has done in the last month. T am
sure he 1is getting used to his
department and he "will be going
all over the country and the world
trying to develop the Province, I

am sure he will., That is part of
his mandate. That he only had a
percentage of the former
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minister's travel in his first
month dis understandable. I am
sure he had to be briefed and he
has a lot of responsibilities. I
would say perhaps the reason a lot
of them have not done more travel
is because the House of pesembly
is open and they are under strict
orders from the Premier not to

jmove too far away. "Do nobk mouve
to far. Stay close to me.' That
is what the premier has told
them. Your first responsibility

as ministers 1is in the House, SO
do not go travelling Loo much
now. Watch out come the niddle of
July. The middle of July 1 woudd
say there will be a coal down
draft on the Prouvince from the
props that will be going one way
and the other, up and down Lo
Labrador, the Northarn Paninsula,
down the South Coasl., From
helicopters.

MR. FUREY:

Myself and & friend are 9going to
Norway?

MR, MATTHEWS:

Do I wanht to go Lo Norway? I
would not go to Norway [or the
world. No, I would not go Lo

Norway. I am not interasted in
going to Norway.

But it raises other questions,
because I thought I heard in the
media the other day - I am not
sure but I thought I heard or read
somewhere - that the Minlster of
Social Services had gone Go the
Yukon For a conference.

MR. EFFORD:

That is information is included.

MR. MATTHEWS:
Oh, is it? How much did that Utrip
cost?
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MR. MATTHEWS : _
Twenty-two hundred dollars., You
never breathed that.

MR. EFFORD:
You would not give him a chance.

MR. MATTHEWS:
Oh! That dis what you call being
very selective, I would suggest to

the minister, That ds selective
information. You were very

selective about what you tabled
and displayed far bLhe member
before vyou.
MR. EFFORD:

A point of order, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
A point of order, the hon. the
Minister of Social Services,

MR. EFFORD:

Mr. Speaker, the information on
the airfare was tabled 1in the
House of Assembly today bhecause
that 1is the only information that
was available as of today . The
information on the meals and the
accommodations will be tabled when
it becomes available, The airfare

WAas $2289 return From the
Northwest Territaories whare il

attended my First Minister's
Conference. It was wvery clearly
stated on the tabled information 1
gave to the House of Assembly
today and I will bring back that
comparison to the meals with the
former minister and my own meals
that I had in the Yukon of which
75 per cent was donated and I did
not pay for, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
There is no point of order.

The hon. the member for Grand BRank.

MR. TOBIN:
I would 1like to speak to that
point of order, Mr. Speaker,
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MR. SPEAKER:
There is no point of arder.

The hon. the member for Grand Rank .

MR. TOBIN:
On a point of order, Mr. Speaker .

MR. SPEAKER:
On a point of order, the hon. LFhe
member for Burin - Placentia West

MR. TOBIN:

Mr. Speaker, let me say to thao
Minister of Social Services that
all his expenses may nolt be ready
yet, and we will accept Lhat, but
the one thing we will rat accopt
is that he attended L(he First
Ministers' Canference.

MR. SPEAKER:
There is no point of order,

The hon. the member for Grand Rank .

MR. RIDEOQUT:
No, you would not want him akb a
First Ministers' Conference.

MR. EFFORD:
(Inmaudible).

MR. MATTHEWS:

That 1s quite all right . I accept
the hon. minister's apologies, hut
I got worried, because when he
came in earlier today he sab in
the Premier's chair.

MR. EFFORD:
You should have written a let bar
(inaudible).

MR. MATTHEWS:

The thing about that, though, ig¢
you kind of made us believe that
what you tabled today on your own
expenses wa s complete, and
obviously it was not.

MR. TORIN:
John is uvne who was neverp knowrn to
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have respect for (inaudible), so
you do not have to worry about it.

MR. MATTHEWS:

When b raised that point I
honestly did not know what was in
the information.

MR. MATTHEWS:

No, because then I would have
asked the question earlier. I
would have embarrassed you more if
I had read 1it. But these are the
kinds of things that happean.
Recause the press have now
reported, I would think, that the
Minister of Social Services only
spent this much to date when 1in
essence the Minister of Social
Seryices spent more. He has spent
more than he has tabled in the
House today, and that 1is not being
complete, it is being vary
selective in the dnformation you
have given.

MR. TOBIN:
Nolt being truthful.

MR, MATTHEWS:

Again, that dis a little bhit
deceiving, is it not? Rut, of

course, we are used to deceit, Mr.
Speakar. The people af the
Province are pecoming more and
more accustomed to 1t.

AN HON., MEMBER:
They had seventeen years of it.

MR. MATTHEWS:

Ooh, yes! They had seventeen years
of deceit when that party over
there was 1in Opposition. Is ida
1like I told somecne the other day,
seventeen years of criticism has
not euen translated into a single
month of good government.

SOME HON., MEMBERS:
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Hear, hear!

MR. MATTHEWS :

It has not translated dinto one
single wmonth of good government,
seventeen years of criticism and
suggestion by the other side.

What has happened with this
administration since it has taken
power is very, very

disappointing. Aind, of course,
the people have the real change A7
per cent of Newfoundlanders and
Labradorians voted for, and we
witnessaed that in this Rudgetl
document presented by khe Minislar
of Finance just a couple of week:
aqgo.

Mr., Speaker, there arae a Few olbiher
areas I would like to mention
before I conclude my commants on
the Budget, namely, recreation and
sports facilities and needs around
the Province, That 1s very, very
important, Mr. Speaker.

MR. FUREY:

Were the recreational facilities
done by need?

MR, MATTHEWS:
Yes, they were done hy need. Thay

were duly done, Jegitimately
approved and met all the

conditions of the program for
recreation facilities in thraee
regions of the Province and the
Premier tore up the chegques @nd
said, 'You are nolt getting them. '
That is what happened.

I wish the Minister of Health were
in his seat today, because there
is something I believe in very,
very strongly, and that 1is that we
should put greater emphasis on
sport and recreation in our
Province, It is G0 hard Lo
conuince governments, whetbher it
was us when we were in governmient
or you now in governnent, and
governments in other

No. 13 RGG4



jurisdictions, of the importance
of having people participate
actively in some form of
recreation or sport. Because it
will have an effect on Health Care

bhudgets in  the future. It is
preventative spending, in my
opinion. It 1is kind of hard,
because I know government is

scraping  for dollars today the
same as we were LUhE!I'I ue were in

government, and the govermment
after them will scrape For

dollars, but it will be money well
and wisely spent €1if we tried to
put greater emphasis on 1it. And T
say to the Minister responsible
For Sport and Recreation in the
Pravince, who dis sitting in his
seat right now, that if we could
increase the maney spent in that
particular area, Activity
Division, or whatever 1t dis now,
it will reap dividends for this
Province in the future,

We all knot the health care
budgets are going to grow totally
out of control, and one way to
address that is to get our young
Newfoundlanders and Labradorians
more fitness-conscious, to be able
to provide them with programs and
facilities where they can actually
participate regardless of what
community or region of the
Province they ldve in. If we can
do that and instill in theam
strongly enough the benefit of
regular exercise, we will reduce
the health care bill for this
Province by millions and millions
of dollars in the future. And T
say to the Minister of Health that
we will reduce the health care
bill far this Province by millions
and millions of dollars 1in the
futurae, And I say to the Ministar
of Health and to the Minister

responsible for sport in the
Province - the President of

Treasury Board 1is in his seat, and
I hope that the Premier is
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listening - that I do not think
there 1dis any better way you can
spend money for the Future. It f1s
important for today, but with the
health care pressure that g going
to come on to us, if we can have
healthier, fitter Newfoundlanders
we will keep the health Care
expenditures down in this
Province, and that 1is the way ko
do it.

Now, of course, we will not
accomplish that if regions in this
Province which duly deserve them
and have met the criteria of Fhae
regional recreational Facililics
progran are denilaed their
facilities, as this Premicr and
this Administration has denied Lho
three areas in the Province which
did meet the c¢riteria, when the
decision had been made hy  the
previous administration Lo Fund
them. But you will not do that Af
you go about your business as Vou
have gone about 4t din the last
three or four weeks.

The other very important part of
the economy I want to touch on
briefly, M, Speaker, is, of
course, the fishery.

The President of Treasury foard
somehow cannot get the connection
between sport and recreation and
having fitter Newfoundlanders and
talking about the province's most
iinportant industry. He cannot
understand how that ties dinto the
budget debate. He cannot
understand; he shakes his head, he
is bewildered, He says why 1s he
up talking about the fishery? Why
would you talk about the fishery
in  Newfoundland and Labrador -f
you are talking about the budget
and the economy of the Province?
Why would you do that? [t i« only
the most important industry in Lhe
Province. Thousands oiff
Newfoundlanders employed, turning
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milldons of dollars into the
Newfoundland economy, and that 1is
why I want to talk a few moments
about the fishery. The fishery in
this Province, baoth inshore,
of fshore and deep sea, 1is 1in very
serious trouble as we all know,
and 1t 1s going to have wvery
drastic and devastating effects on
the economy of this Province over
the next six to ten years. Uery
tough decisions have to Dbe made,
and T am sure they will be made in
the long term interests of the
total Fishing dindustry of  this
Province.

and what I pick up around the
Province maore and more, more than
any other time, 1is that people
involved in the dindustry are more
receptive, and 1 mean those
employed in the industry, the
trawlerman and the fish plant
works, particulary those two
groups. They seem to realize more
and more, and it has taken a long
time for it to sort of sink in,
that the industry is really din the
trouble that 1t idis din. I think
they are willing, and more and
more of them are becoming willing
weekly, to sort of take their
share of the responsibility for
overcoming this very serious
problem. i have heard some
trawlermen say, Maybe we should
not fish for as long a period of
time . I have heard plant workers
say, If 1t comes to this, then
maybe if we work six or seven or
eight months of the year as
opposed to ten or twelve, it may
be what we have to do for the
long-term benefit of the industry.

What I am saying 1is that I feel
there is more of a receptive mood
amongst the total fishing industry
for dealing with this very serious
problem of the decline of our tish
stocks., And it is long overdue.
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Of course, it dis very, very hard
to dimpress upon people who depend
upon that very industry for their
livelihood, whether it be the
trawlerman who ds going to catch
less fish because the stocks are
down or he is not going to fish as
often, or the plant worker who has
less Fish to pProcess and,
consequently, will be O
unemployment insurance longer.
Their earnings are going to be
down . We all know  what has
happened to the inshore Fishery
ovar the Jlast number of years.
There has been a big decrease in
the landings and so on, and Llhese
peapla's dncomaes are going Lo be
drastically affected in @« 1g) ¢
way . I think we have come Lo &
point din time in this Province
where everyone 1is more raceptive
to dealing with it from the
government to the Oppasition Lo
the people directly employed in
the dindustry. If we are golng Lo
have a Newfoundland and Labrador,
particularly a rural NewFoundland
and Labhrador, then the proper
decisions have to be made now,
when the time is right and the
people are more receptive.

Rut in saying that, and looking at
the President of Treasury Board
and the Minister of Finance, it is
going to make thedir jobs more
difficult as well. Ard  Ehat s
why I said a few days ago that for
a government to came in on Juna 6
and project a $5 million surplus
in current account is being
totally unrealistic. I see some
members saying, 'Oh, Bill, sit
down.'

Thaere is one thing that  will
clearly demonstrate 1t, and that
is time. We will let the budget
Face the test of Utime. And, as I
said the other day, as sure as
this 18 a bad budget, and thalt 1is
pretty sure, the current account
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daetficit 1s going to come in.

AN HON. MEMBER:
This is the best budget since 1949,

MR, MATTHEWS:

The best budget since 1949, What
is frightening about that is that
he believes it. It is very
frightening, for that wan to think
that.

As I told the President of
Treasury Board the other day, he

is smiling For one or two
reasons. I would expect that as

we gelt our financial and economic
reviews throughout the year -

DR. KITCHEN:
(Inaudible).

MR. MATTHEWS:

Let me say to the Minister of
Finance who has spoken again for
about the fourth time since the
House opened, once when he gave
his Budget Speech, that I hope you
are right, I hope you do have a ¢5
million surplus -- no, that is not
true., I do not want you to have
$5 million surplus. A  balanced
budget 1s what T want, because I
would like For the Minister of
Social Services to get a bit of
pluck in Cabinet and try to get
same more money out of the $5
million surplus for the poor of
Lhe Province, the crowd he 1is now
out trying to get back $8 million
from, Or I would like to see the
Minister of Education try to get a
faw more dollars for the
University, for the capital needs
over there. They only gave them
$2 million so they cannot do the
additional classrooms over there.

We all knew over the last three or
four years, and we know going into
the next four or five, that there
is not adequate accommodation For
students at the University. This
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govearnment should haye mnad e a
decision to put more money into
the capital requirements of the
University so that they could make
some  arrangements over there to
accommodate students and ease the
pressure.,

I know the Minister of FEducation
is an honest man, and I am sure
that neither he nror the President
of the University is satisfiad
with $2 million Ffor capital. And
when Lthe minister speaks one of
these days, I would like him to
tell us what  happened Lo Ll
capital priority list that  was
submitted by the University. Thay
had a priority list of & number of
projects: lack of space was one,
the animal care facility was very,
very high on the list, and Lhere
were two or three athers.

AN HON. MEMBER:
What?

MR. MATTHEWS:
The animal care Facility.

The han. gentleman SAYSE, what?

Yes, what? That d1s wvery, vary
important because of the research
dollars that go into the

University. If they shut down the
animal care facility as it now is,
then the milldions and wmillions of
dollars that are going into the
University, and consequently into
the Province in research money, is
going to be cut off.

AN HON, MEMBER:

(Inaudible).

MR. MATTHEWS:
And that, as well.

Besides the damage it s going to
do to the University, ik is Q0 ing
to damage the eronomy of the
Province.
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I am not sure what amount of money
is going into the University for
research now. I chould know it,
and T will remember it before the
day is over, but it is a
significant amount of money.

These are the kinds of things the
$5 million surplus could have been
used for: To help the students,
you may have used it to not
increase tuition fees at all, or
increase them by 5 pear cent
instead of 10 per cent. That 1is
the kind of thing the government
could have decided to do, and that
is what you were elected to do.
It 1is no good trying to say we
could not do it because of what
you fellows left us. You have $5
million, we hope, that you will
have 1left going into the next
fiscal year, so why do you not use
it for some of these crisis issues?

MR. EFFORD:
What about the cucumber mess?

MR. MATTHEWS:

The cucumber mess has been dealt
with, and you are still projecting
a $% million surplus. You cannot
bring up cucumbers the rest of
your lives, no more than I can
bring up stovepipes the rest of my
life.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. MATTHEWS:
It does not get you anywhere and
it does not get me anywhere.

AN HON. MEMBER:
Like Churchill Falls.

MR. MATTHEWS:
like Chruchill Falls.

MR. TORIN:
That programn is gone out now, the
federal govermment does not have
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it anymore.

MR. RIDEOUT:

Talking about & mess, what about
the $800 million in Churchill?
The cucumbers would not stand up
very long against that.

MR. MATTHEWS :
There 1is no point in doing that,
we do not accomplish anything.

I am talking about Lhe ¢$5 million
surplus you are projecting.

MR. RIDEQUT:

Do no ever think you are nuts bo
talk about a Former ULiberal while
the Mindister of Fisheries gt
thera,

MR. R. AYLWARD:

The Minister of Transportation i1s
a Former Tory. We throw him out.
We did not want him.

MR. MATTHEWS:
You could have used the $5 million
surplus wisely.

MR. TOBIN:

The Minister of Finance is a
former President of the PC Party
of Newfoundland.

MR. R. AYLWARD:
We had to get rid of him too.

MR. MATTHEWS:
The Minister of Finance is getting

bored, Mr. Spesaker. Aand 1t ds
very difficult for me to continue
with four or five other people

talking.

MR. R. AYLWARD:
He is working too hard.

MR. MATTHEWS:

Perhaps, Mr. Speaker, they could
have used $5 millicon wmore for the
fishery.
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MR. R. AYLWARD:

The Minister of Finance is working
too hard trying to figure out that
formula.

AN HON. MEMBER:
I will go down and check the
(inaudible) .

MR. TOBIN:
You will never he there, You do
not have to worry.

MR. MATTHEWS:

Mr. Speaker, they may have used
the projected surplus of $5
million for the fishery, They
were very, very proud to announce
in the budget that because of the
crisis in  the fishery they get
$500,000 -

AN HON. MEMBER:
500, 000.

MR. MATTHEWS:

I think 4t ds $500,000 they are
putting into the Department of
Fisheries because of this very
se@rious problem in our most
important industry. A half
million dollars is superficial,
Band-Aid +treatment. I hope when
the Minister of Finance gets up to
speak, he will say all the things
he is mumbling over there so that
we all can hear them and they will
be recorded in Hansard. I hope
that happens.

MR. R. AYLWARD;:
He will not get up.

MR. MATTHEWS;

He should be recorded in this
debate, because with this budget
and his performance since, it will
be the last occasion on which he
will be recorded as the Minister
of Finance for Lhe Province,
These will be the last few days
where he will have a chance to get
up and say something sensible.
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MR. TOBIN:
He brought in one budget .

MR. MATTHEWS:

He brought in one budget and it
will be his last. I hope he risaes
in his place and has something to
say about it all; about how he can
justify what he did to the people
of this Province by inflicting $9%
million dn additional ‘taxes on
them, $300 per man, woman and
child in additional taxes in this
fiscal year. That 1i¢ what he
did. That is exactly what he did.

AN HON. MEMRER:
How many times have you said 1in
the last three days?

MR. MATTHEWS:

How many times have I swaid 4t in
the last three days? A good meny
times, but not as many times as T
am going to say it in the rnext 369
days.,

MR. R. AYLWARD:

You will never live it down.

MR. MATTHEWS:

Because it 1s dmportant that the
message gets out as  to exactly
what you and your government have

done since you hecame the
governnent of Ehis Province,

Instead of having a $% million
surplus, we could have taken it
and given it to the Minister of
Employment and labour Relations.
We could have given it to her so
that she would have a reason Lo be
known as the Minister af
Employment for the Province.
Today she does not have a reason
to be known as the Minister of

Employment: . She chould be krnown
as the Minister of lLayofFs.

Layoffs and Labour Relations, that
is what she should be called
3,000 jobs oult of Lhe Private
Sector Program, laying of stalf 1in
the Employment Services Division,
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You have to question the minister
and the Premier and ask, Why did
the Premier put Employment in the
name of the department when all he
has done since is cause layoffs?
And the minister has causead
layoffs. They have done a great
job in layoffs, there is no
question, and I am sure you are
going to see many more.

You can twist anything, you know,
to your own advantage, and the
biggest twister is now back in his

seatlt. The biggest twister, the
Minister of Health, is now back in
his soat. He went around the

Province saying he was going to
open up more hospital beds and he
has cut ouk thirty or forty
already. Make no wonder he told
the helicopter pilot to keep the
props going when he went Lo St.
Lawrence and landed on the biggest
dust pad he could find. When the
people saw the dust they said, My
God! we are being struck by a
twister. And they were right. It
was & twister. I know of no
person 1in this world who could
twist what he went around this
Province preaching and put 1t on
paper for  the people of St
lLawrence to read. I tell you, if
he had not gone to St. Lawrence
and fell out of the clouds in the
airwolf machine like he did

MR. DECKER:
Will the member permit a question?

MR. MATTHEWS:
No, I will not permit a guestion.

MR. DECKER:
Just one question.

MR. MATTHEWS:

No question. If he had not fallen
out of the clouds in St. Lawrance
and kept the dust going so no one
could see who he really was - they
really thought it was a twister,
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and they were right. They said it
was the Ffirst time ever in the
history of St. Lawrence that they
saw a twister. Lawrence, Maybe
the kind of  twister they were
talking about had something to do
with what he said earlier about
going to the dance. Maybe he was
saying, 'Let's twist again like we
did last Summer.' Maybe that is
what it was all about. I do not
know.

MR. DECKER:

Will the member permit a gquestion?

MR. MATTHERWS:

No , But, I will tell you, if they
had known you were coming,  you
would have had a dance in  St.
Lawremce vesterday.

MR. TOBIN:
And next week.

MR. MATTHEWS:

That ds right, and next week.
Whoever the alternate Minister ol
Health is, he ould have been busy
over the next two or three weeks,
or maybe longer.

MR. RIDEOUT:
and they had a few questions.

MR. MATTHEWS:

they had a few guestions, yes. 1
do not know where they would have
put him down there, but Lhey would
have found a place.

MR. DECKER:
Will you permit a question?

MR. MATTHEWS:

No, 1 am not going Lo permit a
question. You are the minister.
You are supposed to gel the
questions and answer themn.

MR. WINDSOR:
You are supposed to have answers.
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MR. MATTHEWS:

You are supposed toe have answers.
How many times today were you
asked questions and you could not
answer them?

MR. DECKER:
You never asked a question.

MR. MATTHERWS:

You say from your place what you
want to say, I will hear you and
react accordingly, but I am not
giving up my time.

MR. DECKER:
I want to ask your colleaque Ffrom
Burin -~ Placentia West what his
opinion 1is on what we are doing in
Grand Rank.

MR. MATTHEWS:
I know what this
opinion is.

gentleman's

MR. TOBIN:
We made the announcement during
the election campaign.

MR. MATTHEWS:

That is right. I did not want to
bring that up. I know his
position, and 1 know what the
position of this party was when in
government : We would fully open
the regional hospital at Salt Pond
and keep the other two hospitals

opean. That 1s what our decisiaon
was , It was the same  as our
decision was 1in 1987, keep the two
cottage hospitals open, We

rejected the recommendations of
the Royal Commissionon on hospital
and nursing home costs, and the

Nycum Associates Red Study
Report. As & government, as I

told the Premier the other day, we
had the right to do that, and vyou
as a government do not have to
accept the recommendations of a
royal commission or an enquiry.

AN HON. MEMBER:
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What happened to Markland?

MR. MATTHERWS:
What happened to ik?

SOME HON. MEMBERS :
Yes,

MR. MATTHEWS:
You tell me what happened to it.

MR. FLIGHT:

And what happened to Rotwood?

AN HON. MEMBER:
Who c¢losed 1it?

MR. MATTHEWS:

We closed 4t when we were {the
government, and for all the right
reasons. As T asked you today, do
you know why the hospital in St.
Lawrence is still there? The
Minister of Health did not krow
when he closed it down.

MR. R. AYILWARD:
And he does not krnow how it got
there. He has no idea.

AN HON. MEMBER:
You wanted to keep them Lo get you
re-elected.

MR. MATTHEWS:
I did not need two hospitals to

get me re-elected. I will tell
you what you have done by taking
them away. You have elected e

for life.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:

Hear, hear!

MR. MATTHEWS:

And I will tell you samething. I
would rather have Lhe two
hospitals open and be defeated.

AN HON. MEMRBER:

Hear, hear!

MR. MATTHEWS:

No. 1
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Oh, my God! The old chicken is
starting to hatter over there
again. and he is not even 1in his
seat . As a&n hon. member told him,
you ard not allowed ko speak
unless you are in your own seat.

AN HON. MEMBER:
Two down. He flew the coop.

MR. MATTHEWS:

Yes, that is right. The old
chicken wing! Broke one wing off
the people of Bell Island. s 1
told him the other day, he cracked
a wing off them. Now whether he
went to Knickerbockers to put it
in the batter or not, I do not
know.

MR. R. AYLWARD:
He is going for another one now,
is he not?

MR. MATTHEWS:

He 1is going for the ribs over
there now. He Ls going to bust
the ribs out of them. And he ds
into pizzas. I have heard that in
the next election he plans to use
the pizzas like frisbhees. That 1is
how he is going to go about his
district to try to get elected.

But for that gentleman over there
to speak from a seat that he 1is
not even allowed to speak Ffraom,
when he took away a ferry from the
people of Bell Island. Two
ferries were announced by this
Party when we were Lhe government,
two. Materials were ordered by the
Marystown Shipyard, thra were
letters of dintent. This member,
whoe was elected to represent the
people of Rell Island, bowed down
to the Premier and the Cabinet and
said, "I do not care if you take
one of them away. I do not care.

What does it matter now? I am
elected. When we get close to the
next election, we will promise

them the other one and that may
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get me re-elected.” I do not
think that is going to happen. I
think he will be fully winged by
then. He will be the one winged
in  the next election, nokt  Lhe
people. But that 4s the kind of

thing we sae happaning ouvar
there. That is another good
example of job creation. The
Marystown Shipyard could he
building the two ferries and
keeping more people employed.

But, ofF course, that 1is not a
priority of yours either.

These are the kinds of things that

haua happenaed since Yo took
power . Very, very positive things
have happened in the Province, as
I have said. Fuerything s tlaxed
to death, everything $95 million
additional taxes.

MR. TORIN:
Read that.
racket.

That 1is goinyg to be &

MR. MATTHEWS:

"The second Bell Island ferry i«
not cancelled," Wells says. Is
that what he is saying?

MR. TORIN:
Read 1t all.

MR. MATTHERWS:
I do not have time to read it all.

It ds dimportant.

MR. MATTHEWS :

Oh? When was this, June 157 "He
added, 'There dis going to Dbe a
second ferry for Bell Island, hut
at this moment the government has
decided it 1s not going to have
the Marystown Shipyard bulld it
right now.'"

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Oh, oh!
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MR. MATTHEWS:
"Me said, "It 1s possible that
decision could change next year.'"

Now, there 1is one of hkwo things
going on here. Is it the question
of where 1t 1is going to be build
that is the problem? Is that the
problem, where it was planned to
be built? Is that what is causing
a little mnore communication
between the Premier and his friend
Robert Bourassa? As a result of
trying to get something going, I
suppose he will probably have a
few boats built in Quebec. Is
Lhat what we are about to see, I
wonder? Is he going te¢ put our
own people out of work and have
them built in Quebec?

MR. WINDSOR:
Is that how we have to make up for
Meech Lake?

MR. MATTHEWS:

Maybe Meech Lake. There may be
something surface over the next
number of months to show exactly
what is happening. When the
Premier gets a chance, I would
like him to say 1if where the ship
was going to be built was the
pboblem. Is that the problem,
that he did not want it built in
Marystown? Can he stand in his
place and say that 4t 1s not
neaded for Bell Island?

MS VERGE :

Where else is there in
Newfoundland to have that kind of
bhoat built?

MR. MATTHEWS:

I would not know if there 1dsg
another place in Newfoundland to
build that kind of boat. I am not
sure., I am sure the Minislter of
Works, Services and Transportation
could tell where they might build
it elsewhere. But, then, of
course, he did not know the
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decision had been made not to

build it this year.

MR. R. AYLWARD:
He said there was no decision.

MR. MATTHEWS :

He said there was no decision,
but, of course, no decision means
that he did not know 1if it was
going to he built or not,. ITndeed,
there was Minute-in—-Council idssued
on May 23, or May 27, and three
times since that date the minister
stood in his place and denied that
there was & Minute—-in—-Council
issued,

MR. R. AYLWARD:
He dozed of F in
meeting, I suppose.

that Cabinet

MR. MATTHEWS:

He stood in his place three times
and said that Lhere Was no

Minute-in-Council issued dealiing
with that dssue. The Premier has
said on two occasilons that indeoed
there was, and gave the date
vesterday . So how can vyou hauve
the Premier saying one thing and
the wminister saying another? Werao
they in the same room? As someone
said, the minister was elther
absent or he fell asleep.

MR. R. AYLWARD:
He dozed off, I quess,
too hard.

Working

MR. MATTHEWS:
He could have dozed off. He works.
eighteen or twenty hours a day.
He told me that the other day, and
I believe him.

MR. GILBERT:

I am a good minister,

MR. MATTHEWS:

Yas, you sure are. You &re a good
minister, no doubt! You will not
be a good minister for long, that
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is the problem.

MR. GILBERT:
(Inaudible).

MR. MATTHEWS:

Pardon? He sits and moans and
groans and you are really not sure
what 1is coming out of him. He
does not look up. You know, it is
like when you knock on a door in
an election campaign and you try
to identify your support. You
are trying to identify your
support when you knock on the
door, and there is one sure way of
knowing they are not with you,
when they come out to the door and
they look at their shoes. You do
not have to go away from the door
saying, 'That is doubtful or they
are with me.' They are not with
you when they Tlook at their feet
and will not look you dn the
eyeballs.

MS VERGE:
That is because they feel guilty.

MR. MATTHEWS:

They feel gquilty. They cannot
really tell you, 'Bill, I am not
for wyou,' or ‘'Dave, I am not
voting for you.' Now, that
minister, who is sitting in his
seat this last week continuously
looking down at his desk, has that
same kind of gquilt written all
over his face, He wants to get up
and tell the truth and apologize,
but he is really not' sure what the
consequences might be. It is a
little bit too late. He knows he
has himself boxed 1into a corner.
It 1is sad, but then, I suppose, I
see smiles on the faces of some of
the other gentlemen over there. I
wonder why they are smiling?

MR. R. AYLWARD:
They are delighted.

MR. MATTHEWS:
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L think some of them are
delighted. They cannot  helleve
their luck so early, that they
just might get called up to the
Eighth Floor and be offered a job
with Works, Services and
Transportation. Look! Some  of
them are beaming over there.

MR. R. AYLWARD:
And they are delighted with the
Minister of Finance.

MR. MATTHEWS:

They are absolutely delighted that
the Minister of Finance, when he
brought in this document, that
same night admitled Lo
NewFfoundlanders and l.abradorians
that he did not understand Lie
formula that comparaed Lhe frax
burden of Newfoundlanders to the
other provinces of Canada. He did
not understand it, yet he slapped
a $95 million tax rabte on Lhe

people of the Province, They
could not believe it! [ amm sure
they rubbed their hands with
glee. Make no wonder you are
laughing over there. I  would
laugh too iF T A S in I:he

backbenches of the government over
there, because I would kinow I
would soon get a call up to Lhe
Eighth Floor, if I had either bik
of salt about me at all, if T was
worth my salt, and be ofFered &
job by the Premier. That is what
is going to happen over Lhere 1in
the next three to four weeks .
There are two or three of them
going to g9o. They have to, The

Premier cannot tolerate 1 5o
Because besides being
inexperienced, they have

demonstrated total incompetence by
admitting to the people that they

do not know, they do not
understand. That is what has
happenead.

I am sure Lhe Premier has already
made a few phone calls and said,
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'Get all the  Cabinet to write up
their resignations, because you
will never know when I might phone
three or four and march them over
with them in their pockets.'

The member for Exploits d1is back
there and he cannot wait. He ds
conferring rnow with his NTA
colleague and I am sure they are
saying, 'How much will we have to
fight for din the next budget,
Roger, for the Newfoundland
Teachers' Association, or should
we just put enough 1in the budget
for a few boxes of kleenex for
when we have to go out to the
branches of the Newfoundland
Teachers' Association and brief
them on governmment's offer? I
would say, Roger, we are going to
need a lot of tissues then.'

AN HON. MEMBER:
(Inaudible) .

MR. MATTHEWS:
Oh, I am not bringing that up .
You are bringing that up.

30 that is going to increase the
deficit next year. Perhaps that is
what the $5 million surplus is in
there for.

MR. R. AYLWARD:
They had better put that in their
pockets and hold on to it.

AN HON. MEMBER:
(Inaudible) Labrador.

MR. MATTHEWS:

Yes, well, if it all went down to
Labrader and you brought in a
balanced budget, I would have no
problem with that either. But for
so many ministers over there to
agree to let the government bring
in - not the private members
because they had no control over
it, they had no dinput 1into the
budget, none whatsoever, bhut how
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the ministers, who have so many
important needs for guery
department of government, could
allow the Premier to ram a ¢5
millian surplus down their
throats, is  absolutely amazing,
and with the poor of this Provirce
needing so much.

The Minister of FEducation needs so
much, the Minister of Fisheries,
who should not have accepted just
a half million dollars Lo deal
with the dmpending crisis +in the

fishery. It should have Dbeen $5
million, and that waould not have
baen enough. And on  and on itk
goes .

The Minister of Employment and
Labour Relations has $2 million in
her budget and she really does not

know what it is there for, s ik
for training, education, or 4is -t
for employinent? That is tha

question the minister dis going to
have to answer on that particular
subhead with $2 million for social

assistance initiatives. Mhat is
the question. And ds there any
real neead? And why did the
Premier name the department

Employment and lLabour Relations,
when all they have done is cut out
jobs in the private sector of Uthe

Province and in Lhat very
department, in FEmployment Services
Division? These are very, very

important questions.

Five million dollars could have
created 2,500 jobs in the Private
Sector Employment program. Wit h
$5 million from government and 55
million from the private sector,
you could have created 2,500
jobhs., But vyou would rather come
in and say, 'We have a $5 million
surplus 1n the document rather
than create 2,500 johs in  this
Province, That tells me something
about the priorities
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MR. MATTHEWS:

I do not know. Ron Pumphrey used
to say, 'Put. a heart din City
Hall', but I tell you, there are
not too many over there.

MR. TOBIN:

lLast night she said in the
Committee that there was 80 per
cent patronage.

MR. MATTHEWS:

Yes, for the minister to make the
statement, 80 per cent patronage!
Right now, the concentration of
population in this Province, as
much as some of us do not like it,
still happens to be in St. John's
and the Avalon Peninsula. A lot
of us do not like that, but that
is how it dis.

AN HON. MEMBER:
How did that happen?

MR. MATTHEWS:

I do not know how it happened.
They populated faster than tLhe
rest of us, I suppose.

MR. R. AYLWARD:
Multiplied faster, yes.

MR, MATTHEWS:

Oor a lot of us left the outports
and came 1in here. There are &
number of reasons. Maybe the rest
of us got into birth control
before the townies did, I do not
know. Of course, we all know it
is the seat of government. But
the point 1is, for the *two years
the Private Sector Employment
program was 1in effect, when the
applications were made available,
people from the Avalon Peninsula
lined up at the desk of the
Employment Services Division and
filled out their applications.
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MR. SPEAKER: -
Order, please! Order, please!

It being Thursday at 4:00 p.m., I
want to aduise hon. members of the
questions for the lLate Show. The
first question is from the memnber
for Torngat Mountains, stating his
dissatisfaction with answears
provided him by the Minister of
Health in relation to Grenfell Ailr
Services.

The second question ds from the
member for St. John's Last,
stating her dissatisfaction wi b
answers to questions provided Lthe

Premier, having to do wi i
screening maimoygraphy, and she

wants to debate same in bthe Late
Show.

The third one 1is Ffrom the member
for Kilbride, stating his
digssatisfaction with answers
provided him by the Minister of
Municipal and Provincial AfFfairs,
concerning municipal capital
Funding for this year. ‘

These are the three questions,
The hon. the member for Grand BRank.

MR. MATTHEWS:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

As 1 was saying, the reason why 1
think the Minister of Emnployment
and Labour Relations is confused
is because the private sector Iis
stronger on the Avalon Peninsula,
because this is the population
base, for most part, of the
Province. and over the last two
years, most of the seats din the
Avalon Peninsula were held by
Conservative MHAS . Well, now,
that 1is all changed, and 1F the
Private Sector Employment program
was offered again this year, you
would have the same kind of Lhing
take place, that most ol the
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applications would come from the
Avalon -

MR. TOBIN:
She does not want to hear. Look,
she is leaving!

MR. MATTHEWS:

She does not want to hear, because
she knows she made a false
statement. Ragardless of what
government ds din power in this
Province, 1if you have a program
for the private sector, most of
the money will go to the Avalon
Peninsula, because that is where
the most people are, that is where
the most businesses are, and that
is  where Lthe most applications
will come from. That ds what it
is all about. And for that
minister to try to Lag that
program with patronage 1is false,
because, as I said, for two years
there was not one recommendation
from the interdepartmental
committee to Cabinet that was
rejected. It did not matter what
area of the Province they came
from, they were approved.

MR. TOBIN:
There was one rejected.

MR. MATTHEWS:

I know, but that was after the
fact. What I am saying is, there
was no patronage in the program,
It was a good program. It the
minister were strong at the
Cabinet table and she fully
understood the benefits of the
program, she would have fought to
have the $5 million that 4is in as
a surplus for job creation 1in the
Province. So there is no point in
having an  employment department
anymore, there are no emplaoyees
and there are no programs: private

sector is cancelled, and
occupational dintegration for women
cancelled. That d1s the kind of

situation we have, Mr. Speaker.

L6717 June 15,1989 Vol XLI

Mr . Speaker, I would T1ike to
conclude my remarks by saying that
I really expect, at the end of the
fiscal year, that we are going to
sae a significant deficit in
current account din this Province.
I would say it will be between $30
million and $60 million for sure.
There will be a $30 willion Lo $60
million deficit at least.

MR. RIDEOUT:
That means another tax grab next
year,

MR. WINDSOR:
Yes, and Special Warrants along
Lhe way .

MR. MATTHEWS:
And Special Warrants will come.

'hat 1s the other thing I was
going to say to the President of
Treasury Board. [t 1is fine to
stand up in this House today and
preach about how things were done
before and how they are nol going
to be done in the future. Well,
that is like we saw when they were
in opposition For seventeaen yedrs,
and seventeen years of criticism
has not translated into one single
month of good gouvernment . And vou
are going to find as you go on

managing the affairs of the
Province, what we S A in the
election campaign, when the

Premier went around the Province
and preached all kinds that he has
now backslid an and is not
delivering. So for the President
of Treasury Board to stand up  in
this House and tell us how things
are going to be, well, I guess we
will have to wait and see that,

But I think this government has
made a crucial wmistake, a critical
mistake when, din deciding their

plans and programs For this
Province this year, they came up
$90 million short for what thay
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wanted to do and dmposed $95
million 4in additional taxes on the
taxpayers of this Province to show
a $5 million surplus. And that is
what they did! Spend the $5
million. Give the ministers who
nead it badly the $5 million for
their departments. You will have
a better Province for it, and you
will serving the people the way
you wanted to.

You could, of course, have
staggered the deficit over two or
three years, which probably the
fiscal agents would not like too
much., They probably would not
Favour that, but you, again, are
the duly elected government of the
Province and it Wa s your
decision. Mr. Speaker, with these
remarks I conclude my debate.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Lewisporte.

MR. PENNEY:

Mr. Speaker, I am honoured once
again to rise in this hon. House
and represent the district of
Lewlsporte. For the past few
weeks we have seen, contrary to
the apinion of some of our hon.

colleagues, an exceptional
performance on the part of our new
governmnent. We have presented a

very impressive Speech from the
Throne, and a Budget that we are
all very proud of. It has gotten
good reviews from the business
community, and members of the
press have been very complimentary.

I would like to quote from page 1
of the budget. "ahile this 1is a
Budget of restraint, it truly is a
liberal Budget, bearing a strong
message of hope and opportunity to
euery NewfFoundlander and
lLabradorian. It signals & new and
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fresh beginning." This is exactly

what has been done. We have
provided a N e and a fraesh
heginning. Fuvery area of concern

ro the Province, I believe, Mas
heen thoroughly addressed and I am
impressed with the way the new
Cabinet Ministers have handled
their responsibilities,
particularly evidenced at the
Fstimates Committee meetings. any
of us who have sat on that

Committee would have Lo he
impressed with the way the

ministers have handled themseluas.

Wikth permission, Mr. Speakar, [
would T1ike to quote one 1ittle
cection From the Throne Speech and

it SAays, "We find ourselves
increasingly baset by

environmental problems at the
local, provincial, national and
global levels. It is a condition
that must be addressed in order to
prevent our children from being
faced with a Province and woei ld
damaged beyond repair.

"For the sake of our heallkh,
enjoyment and safety, and for the
sake of the generations of
Newfoundlanders and Labradorians
that will people this Province
into the next century, My
Government will develop an
effective conservation stirategy
and will discharge Fully its
recsponsibility to protect aur
environment."

Mr. Speaker, I am very proud to be
part of a gouvernment that is
prepared to make a statement of
that sort. I would Jlike to speak
For the next few minutes on that
topic, 'Epvironmental concerns'.
Oof course, under Lhe topic of
environmental concerns, one of the
very first dissues that must come
to mind dn this Province 1is the

spray program and Lhe boxic
chemical fenitrothion. We have
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heard +the hon. member for Grand
Falls accuse the hon., Minister of
Forestry of not paying attention
to the experts, not paying
attention to advice and
information that is available. We
have also heard the hon. member
for Grand Bank attack him almost
viciously on the same topic. It
is unfortunate that neither of
those hon. gentlemen are in their
seats, because I strongly believe
that the both of them are just
jealous.

We finally have a minister in that
portfolio who has the integrity to
listen to the advice, 1listen to
the authorities, listen to all of
the information that 1is available
and make a good, strong, honest
decision, one that we are all vary
proud of .

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. PENNEY:

For the record, Mr. Speaker, let
us look at some of the information
the hon. the member for CGrand
Falls 1is stating has not paid

attention to. I gquote from a
regort entitled, Dispersal And

Toxicology oFf The Insecticide
Fenitrothion Predicting Hazards Of
Forest Spraying prepared by the
Department of Enviromnent,
Fisheries and Marine Services:
"1974 - trickled fenitrothion into
a trout stream and compared growth
and population densities of Ffish
in the treated section with those
in a non-treated saction
upstream, Five weeks later,
numbers of yearling or older trout
had decreased by 50 per cent 1in
the treated section, while in the
untreated section upstream the
numbers had increased by 50 per
cent.

An additional quote from the same
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report under the heading
Conclusion: '"There 1s usually a
kill of non—-target terrestrial
anthropoids at Lhe Lime of
spraying and, since some of thesea
are budworm predators, this kill
is undesirable.! This is a report
that was available to all previous
ministers.

is  entitled The
Effectiveness of Bt/Matacil
Against The Hemlock Looper In
Newfoundland, 1985, Mr. Speaker,
I will quote this one only to show
the extremes that we could go to
if we have no consideration for
the environment whatsoever. Me
quote reads: "Several lypes of
insecticides have been tested for
the control of looper population,
Applications of arsenic comnpounds
in  the 1920s, generally reduced
larvae numbers by 90 per cent Lo
100 per cent. Good coverage was

Another report

achieved, ' Then it states:
"Applications of DDT in Ontario in

the 1950s . Fortunately, our
government is not prepared Lo look
at those ieans anymore, we  are
prepared Lo consider the
environment.

The next one I have here, Mr.
Speaker, is entitled, Fate And
Effects OF Forest Predators. lhe
Newfoundland Experience'’ publishad
May 14, 1986, From 1t I quote:
'Forestry officials should Nave
been aware of an impending hemlock
looper outbreak and yvel took no
action to have alternatives to

fenitrothion. The renewed use of
fenitrothion, if even a short time
requirement, is extremely

retrogressive, ' Thase S aune
reports were available to all past
ministers.

The next one, Mr. Speaker, A Study
To Monitor The Impaclt OF The 1985
Hemlock lLooper Insecticide Spray
Program On Songbird Populations,
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and from 1t 1 gquote: 'Singing
activity seemad lower on all
mornings after the spray relative
ko pre-spraying or controlled
areas . '

Number five, A Study To Monitor

The  Impacts Of The 1986 Hemlock
Looper Insecticide Spray Program
on Songbirds. From it I quote: A
total of 38.1 per cent of the

songbirds collected after the
fenitrothion spraying had
potentially life-threatening
colonesteron inhibition' - 38.1
per cent,

Fram the samne raeport:
"Unintentional mortality of

songbirds has been reported Ffrom
fenitrothion use 1in forest dinsect
control programs.’' Mr. Speaker,
for the information of hon.
members who sit on the other side
of the House, mortality means
death,

From the same report under the
heading Recommendations: "In
view of the measuread adverse
affect of fFfenitrothion applied at
210 grams of active ingredient per
hectare and forest songbird brain

colonesteron activity in this
study, the Department of Forest
Resources and Lands should
continue their research and
development of alternative forest
insect control sprays,
formulations and applicatian
1

rates.

Number  six. Proceedings of a
Symposium on Fenitrothion - the
Long-term Effects of iks use in
the Forest Ecosystems. This one
is quite interesting, Mr .
Speaker. 'Long term effects on
Fish numbers have been studied in
one stream. In this single
instance salinon @ggs decreased
during three years of spraying to
about 25 per cent of the original
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numbers. '

I have other reports. I will not
quote from all of then, hut I
would like to at least refer to
them by title. We have one
entitled, Immediate Chemical and
Toxicological Influences of flerial
Applied Fenitrothion and Amino
Carhbon - Selected Newfoundland
Streams, 1977, Biomass Changes of
Stream Fishes after Spraying with
Fenitrothion, 1974, Forest Pest
Managemant Institukes Stance on
use of Fenitrothion Relative to
iks Impact on Songbirds, 1987;
Information about the 1987 perial
Spray Against the Eastern Hemlock

Looper by the Department of
Forestry; Hazards af
Organophosphate Pesticides to

Wildlife: and the list goes on.

Every single one of those reports
have been available to every
previous Minister of Forestry, and
to the present Minister of
Faorestry. L S am absolutely
delighted that he has taken the
time and has shown the integrity
to listen to this, to read through
the reports, to listen to the.
advice given by his experts, the
people within his department, and
has made the decision -that we have
heard announced here in this
House. I am delighted. I am very
proud of the gentleman.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. PENNEY:

There 1is one other statement I
feel I must gquote, Mr. Speaker.
It is called The Fenitrothion
Review, by the Canadian Wildlife
Services:

"We, therefore, conclude Lhat the

use of fFenitrothion is
questionable on the following
grounds: Because, as a reducaed
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growth rate of nestlings under

normal operational spray
conditions when overswathing

occurs, a wvariety of effects inay
result, including direct adult

mortality, reduction or
elimination of singing and
territory defence, desultory

incubation, nest abandonment, and
reduced growth in development of
nestlings. It dinduces a level of
brain colonesteron inhibition that
borders on unacceptability under
normal spray conditions. Because
overswathing probably cannot be
eliminated, we feel that any
chemical receiving extensive use
in forest pest control operations
should be safe to songbirds at
twice the operational dosage
rate. Fenitrothion c¢learly does
not meet that criterion.'

I do not know what kind of
avidence the hon. members  were
looking for, but I commend the
stand that our government has
taken.

Mr. Speaker, it has been said,
'For those who believe, no proof
is necessary, for those who do
not, no proof is possible.’ I
think that statement is very
applicable in this case. God help
us when our elected government
ministers assume the attitude, 'We
have our minds made up, do not
confuse us with facts.' I am
afraid that is what we have
watched over the past few years.

The decision that was announced
this year by our hon. minister to
use Bt exclusively, was as
refreshing as a breath of Spring,
and it shows the integrity and Lhe
good sense of the minister and of
our new Cabinet and of our new

government . We must not allow
ourseluas, Mr Speaker, ko be

dictated to by industry. Never
again should we tolerate any
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decision of government that is not
for the good of all
Newfoundlanders and Labradorians.

There is another aroa of
environmental concern I would like
to address, Mr. Speaker, We have
fought for years to have specific
sections of our Province allocated
as wilderness reserves,

These are areas set aside to be
protected fFrom axploitation,
development and change. We have
attempted to allow us to protect a
small section of Newfoundland to
be presarved For Gur
grandchildren, areas that would be
of f Timits to snowmobilers, and to
people who  wish Lo rape the
country with ATYs, We have bried
to get this done in the area that
was to be known as the Ray du Nord
Wilderness area. After ten vyears
of attempting and having khe area
finally delineated Lo the
satisfaction of nost  government
departments and to the public, to
environmmentalists and to
residents, it has gone to public
hearings, the last of which were
in 1988, and after ten Years |we
have accomplished a provisional
ecological reserve.

Now, Mr. Speaker, the key word

here 1s provisional. That means
provided somebody does nol want it
changed. That 1s sad. [t means

provided somebody does not want to
go snowmobiling someday. The very
fact that 4t 1is provisional means
that the status can be overturned

at any time without public
hearings . The previous Premier,

the hon. Mr, Peckford, stated
publicly that that was bacause of
differences within hig Cabinet
We must now show the sane degree
of dntegrity din this decision as
we  have shown in  some oF Fhe
others, and we must ltake the final
step and give this area formalized
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permanant reserve status.

To put this concern into
perspective, M-, Speaker, the
little country of Costa Rica, with
its very fragile economy, has

wildlife reservations and parks
and other protected areas that
combine to make up 20 per cent of
the country. That is 2,577 square
miles, 20 of Costa Rica but less
than 5 per cent of Newfoundland.
Costa Rica has a population of 3
million. That dis 3 million people
living in an area of 20,000 square
miles. Newfoundland has &
population of somewhere in the
vicinity of a half a million and
an area of 39,000 square miles,
If we were to include Labrador, we
have Ffive times the landmass of
Costa Rica, yelt they have 20 per
cent of their country set aside as
reservation, and we have less than
5 percent.

Mr. Speaker, I contend that that
is totally unacceptable. In my
presentation to this Hon. House orm
Opening Day, I quoted from an
unknown source, 'We do not inherit
what we have from our forefathers,
we simply hold it in trust for our

children.' I believe that to be
very true, We must come to

realize this fact immediately,

before 1t is %too late.

Mr. Speaker, the hon. Jim Bradley,
Minister of Environment for
Ontario, stated: "Without
environmental security there can

be no economic security, and
leadership ds required to make
this a reality.’ I recognize

this, Mr. Speaker, our government
recognizes this, and I helieve,
For the first time in many years,
we have the leadership in this
Party required to mnake ik a
reality.

While the previous administration
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has seen fit to preserve less than
F per cent of our dsland in the
name of wilderness reserves, 1t
has, however, seen fit Lo restrict
cottage development, on the other
hand, in an area that exceeds 20
per cent of the disland. Existing
Legislation prohibits approval of
commercial or private cottages
within & km of any commercial
outfitting camp.

There are currently in excess of
100 outfitting camps for fishing
and hunting. T understand there
are more about to be approved.
Using the mathematical Fformula he
area of a circle equal Lo Pi times
the radius squared, wae  deduced
that a&round 100  camps, we  hauve
20,096 sq kin. That 1w an
incredible 19  per cent of  bkhe
total area of this island.

That 1is 1if we use the figure of
100. When we accept the fact that
there are outfitting camnps in
axcess of 100, then we must accept
the Ffigure of somewhere near 20

per cent, I am not suggesting
that outfitters have no place in
the Province. Quite the
contrary. They provide a uvary

valuable service, and since 1964
we have watched the industry grow
from infancy to maturity. But the
time has come, Mr. Speaker, Lo
assess our priorities. We must
not blindly enact Legislaktion in
the manner in which 1t has heen
done in the past. Fortunately, we
have elected a strong, caring
government, under the very capalble
Jeadership of the hon. Premier
Wells. We will correct wmistakes
that we are not too late Lo
correct, and we will ensure that
the great Newfoundland wilderness
we have left will bhe protectad
from all predators, from outeaide
intervention to local, uncar ing
politicians.

L0
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In closing, Mr. Speaker, I will
like to borrow one more quote:
'Some see things as they are and
ask why . Would to God all
Newfoundland politicians could see
things as they could be and ask
why not.'

Thank you, Mr. Speakar,

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Green Bay.

MR. HEWLETT:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

I realize there are only a few

minutes left before we get into-

the Late Show, so what I might do
for the remaining minute 1is just
take an excerpt out of the speech
I had in my mind, and it goes like
this: .

For a number af years, my
predecessor in Green Bay worked to
have a municipal park at Crescent
l.ake developed as a provincial
park., This endeavour was heavily
supported by the town council of
Robert's Arm  and the Beothuck
Trail Tourism Committee. Last
year saw the first expenditures on
this facility as part of the
provincial parks system, However,
Mr. Speaker, as officials 1in the
Parks Division can testify, the
park was going to be different.
This was going to be a model park
in the provincial system; it was
going to be a destination park, a
park with showers, flush toilets
and trailer dumping stations. It
was already a prime silte for
water-skiing, powarboating,
fishing, and was also 1in close
proximity to axcellent coastal
sceneary., Like the signs on the
'CH, Mr. Speaker, it was really,
'Welcome to scenic Green Bay.'
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The Rideout administration had
committed itself to continuing
development of this park.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:

Hear, hear!

MR. HEWLETT:

When the RBudget Estimates
indicated the capital program Ffor
park development, I had hopes that
the Wells Administration would
continue with this park's
development. However, My,
Speaker, such was not to be the
case. Just as I was shut oult of
the provincial roads program, just
as I was almost shut oul of the
water and sewaer grogram, we waere
shut out of the Provincial Parks
program.

Park Facilities that contain
showers and Flush toilets are

things called comfort stakions.
When I asked the minister where
these comfort stations were qoing,
there are none for Crescent lLake
Park, they are going to  cbheoer
parks in other places in the
Province., My predecessor Fiom
Green Bay who, Mr. Speaker, was
well known for a certain phrase
"They stole the shop." Well, M,
Speaker, they 'stole my park' and
I adjourn the debate.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

Debate on the Adjournment
[Late Show]

MR, SPEAKER:

It being 4:30 p.m., I call on the
hon. the memher For forngat
Mountains .

MR. WARREN:
Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker.
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Today in the Question Pariod I
asked the minister a gquestion, if
he was going to stop the abusive
use of the medical aircraft that
is operated by the Grenfell

Regional Health Services. The
minister left mne with the
impression that since he has
bacome minister it has not

happened, and that he was going to
stop 1it. I think he left that
impression in this hon. House on
June 1.

minister

So, Mr . Speaker, the

recaeived a letter From an
individual. I do not know whether
it 1s a constituent of his. I

have no idea. I do not even know
the name of the lady, only what is
on the paper. In fact, the
minister was the only one who
mentioned the name of the lady. 1
evaen omitted it from the paper
that I laid on the table of the
House.

Mr. Speaker, it is interesting.
Since 1979 I have said din this
House, I have said it
continuously, and I will say it
again, that there has to be an
investigation dnto the operation
of the Grenfell Regional Health
Services plane and the way that it
is operating in Northern
Newfoundland and Labrador. I have
said that time and time again, and
I still believe it has to be done.

Now, Mr . Speaker, the hon.
minister, in answer today, when I
asked him could he confirm that
other people than medical evacuees
or those who were accompanying the
medical auacuees were on the
airecraft, the minister said, and I
quote, "I have probably heard that
being said. I am not aware of it
having happened in the last month
or so that I have been minister of
this particular department. 1
belong to the Northern Peninsula
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and T have heard that sald from
time to time." So the minister
has heard that himself, Lthe same
as I have. Hundreds of people who
are associated with the maedical
services supplied by the Grenfell
Health Services Board have heard
it said over and over again, that
the medical plane is not used to
the best henefit or for the
henefit that it is supposed to be
used for. and the minister said
he has used the Grenfell plane.

Yes, Mr. Speaker, he ds an elected
representative of the Gowvaernmoent

of Newfoundland and Labrador. bl
is being paid by bthe Laxpayers of
this Province. Why not, M.
Speaker? I find it vary
disbelieving. I Ffind 4t unusual
that 30 parcent, and T have
documentation to prove it, and Lhe
minister has it too, of the
travellers on the Grenfell Medical
Services plane are non-medical

passengers and they are given free
rides. e ministar nas thatk
documentation.

Now, Mr. Speaker, Furthermore it
has bean recomnendad ko the
Grenfell Regional Health Services
Board that this practice would,

should discontinue. This practice
should cease. Free rides should

cease, This has been recomnended
by the Regional Grenfell Health
Services Board.

So my question today to the
minister was: Has he stopped the
abusive use of the plane? And,
Mr. Speaker, the hon. gentleman
partially answered the question.
I hope that the minister can getl
on his Feet and say he is going to
ask for a full dnvestigation into
the operation of the p lane.

Now, Mr. Speaker, Lo gelk nurses or

medical staff for the remolte areas
of Newfoundland and Labrador, L
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think there are other ways to do
it than giving free rides. I
think there have to he other
incentives in place faor those
people, If you are going to do it
for the nurses or the doctors, to
have free rides when they want to,
what about all of the teachers in
the North? What about all of the
public servants in the North?
They are all being paid by the
taxpayers of this Province, and we
have to  put an initiative, &
Labrador - Northern Newfoundland
benefit package to keep them there
to do the service. What about the
underpaid people, the ordinary
Labradorians and Newfoundlanders
living up there making $6,000 or
$7,000 a year? 1 think, Mr .
Speaker, the people in the North
haue seen the Grenfell Health
Saervices medical aircraft not
being used to dts potential that
it should be used for, and I -call
upcen  the minister +to make sure
that he will do what he said he
will do, and that is to make sure
that the aircraft will be used for
its  dntended purpose. And, Mr,
Speaker, 1if the minister can do
that, and at the same time I have
asked him to lay on the Table a
log of the aircraft during that
period of time -~ he can lay it on
there for the last ten years - why
not? Then everybody can see for
themselues who ‘the 30 per cent
non-medical people were. RBut, Mr.
Speaker, it dis din his department.
I asked him to lay on the Table
the log since he became minister,
because he was the minister who
said he was going to change it.

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please! The hon.
gentleman's time is up,

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:
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The hon. the Minister of Health.

MR. DECKER:

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker, the hon. member said
that he had a grave concern about
it ever since 1979. Now the hon.
member was a minister of the Crown
for the Jlast thirteen months priar
to the election. Aind I cannot
help but wonder why he did not
take advantage of his thirteen
months to have Lhis matter
investigated, out obuiously ik
seams like : -

MR. WARREN:
I got information aboubt the planc
and you have, too.

MR. DECKER:
Now  the member will krow Lhat
there d1s a limit on the number of
hours that Grenfell can used their
plane, bhoth the ones on the
lLabrador as well as the Commander
which flies din. There is a Ca&B O -
it He says that 30 per coent of
the time is being used faor
non-medical reasons. Now [ am not
so sure that figure 4is correct or
not. The report was put hefore ny
desk not very long ago, and I am
not a walking encyclopedia, I am
not an adding nachine, I cannot
remeinber the figqures. Rut I
believe that 30 per cent might.
just be a bit high. But I did
notice over the past three years
the trend has been going down, the
number of non-medical who have
been using the plane has been
dropping ofFf this last three
years, if I can remember
correctly, Mr. Speakar.

Now I already explained when I
answered the question that as an
incentive of enticing paople Lo

work in the North with the
Grenfell, whether it be doctoprs or

nurses or lab technicians or what
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have you, one of the ways -

MR. WARREN:
Government employees.

MR. DECKER:

I was not aware of the government
employee thing, but maybe that is
part of it too.

but to encourage people who work
there they are allowed to travel
on the plane when the plane is on
a medical emergency or bringing
someone into St. John's. Now that
would make sense to ne, Mr .
Speaker., If the plane is flying
normally she would have one or two
patients I would think, the plane
is capable aof carrying elght
people, so it could well be the
case that it would have been a
higher rate than 30 per cent
travelling on the plane. Rut I am
assured that the plane 1is not
specifically flying for the sole
purpose of carrying non-medical
people. T am convinced that is
not the case.

I am also aware of the danger of
people who might invent a medical
emergency for an excuse to take
some people to St. John's. Now I
am aware that that might be a

problem. For example, M
Speaker, just prior to the last
election I was attending &l

function in Main Brook I drove
up to Main Brook, it is part of ny

district - and it was the
cross—country ski races, and an
employee of the previous

administration, not a minister, he
was a civil servant, was also
attending representing the
Minister of Culture, Recreation
and Youth. T had driven there, he

pops in in a government
helicopter. I immediately said,

'on what grounds did you use to
use a government helicopter to
come 1in here on a Saturday?'
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"Well, the helicopter was coming
in  anyway', he said. I said,
'Well, why did it come?' Well, he
did not want to tell wme frist so,
I finally pushed him. "Well,' he
said, ‘'actually the helicopter had
to fly in from Deer Lake to pick
up some jawbones belonging to some
moose. ' So he took advantage and
Flew in on it. "Well, "I said,
"Look, I could bhave taken those
jawbones in the back of my car and
could have taken them back to Gt.
John's on Monday morning For
nothing." Now, that is the kind
of stuff that does happen From
time to time, I cannot blame Lhe
then Minister Fonr Culture
Recreation and Youth for thal. H e
had no way of controlling that.
Now, when you have this kind of &
thing there is always the
possibility that there could be
abuse. That 1s why it will always
be the responsibility of the
administration to keep a close
check on these things which can
have abuse. The former ministber
sat in the Cabinet for thirteen
months ~and must have kept his
mouth shut hecause, whatever
happened, they did not stop it, iF
there was any abuse there.

The member suggests that there
should be other incentives. Not a
bad idea. I have discussed that,

Mr. Speaker. It might not only
apply to Northern Newfoundland and
lLabrador. There ig a problem

recruiting certain specialists and
medical doctors, genaral
practitioners and nurses in
certain parts of this Province.
There might be other incentives
that we can look for and I would
not be adverse to looking at sone

other incentives to encourage
people to work in the Province.
Howeaver, in the case of this
plane, 4t is already there. Tt
Was partly donated Iy the

International Grenfell
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Ascsociation, the Newfoundland
Government paid far Lhe other
part., The Newfoundland Government
paid for 1dks operation. It is
there to be carrying patients. If
there 1is any abuse there, and if
it ever comes to my attention, I
will attack it without mercy. I
will even go as far as to look and
see 1f there 1is any abuse there.
But 4if, Mr. Speaker, there 1is no
abuse there, the plane is serving
a very valuable function 1in that
it does bring patients back and
forth to Labrador, and I do not
see anything wrong with employees
of the Grenfell taking advantage
of a free ride, even if, as I
said, they want to come in to a
dance. That 1is up to themselues
what they do with their free
ride. It is an incentive o help
them stay. If we did not have
that little extra perk, we would
probably have to pay them out
three or four times a year as
another dncentive, which would
prabably cost just as nuch money
anyway, Mr. Speaker,

SOME HON, MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for St.
Fast.

John's
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MS DUFF:

I asked permission Lo speak at
this time in reference to a
question I had earlier acsked on
screening  the monography programn
because I find myself totally
dissatisfied with the answers, or
I should say the non-answers that
I was given to those questions.
It i1s a matter that I consider Lo
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be very serious.

The Premier, 1if I can paraphrase
him, basically said he had Lo
check and see if the statements
that I made were Ltrue and then
take the matter under review or
advisement. If that in fact 1is
what he said, it would lead me to
believe that this whole dissue of
the screening monography program
was not on hold or under review,
as was stated by the Minister of
Health, hut Wa s in fact not
considered at all. Recause 1if 1t
was considered, and 1t was laid on
the table as one of the prioritics
of this government in the budget,
then I would bhink that the answer
would be fairly simple as to whab
problems there were that caused -t
nott to he funded. I that 1s not
the case, and in faclt 4t Wa s
considered and rejected, then my
supplementary question wasg simply
why was 1t not given a higher
priority. So it would nob have
been difficult to gelt an answer
unless 1 misdirected the gquestion
and should have directed it to lLhe
Minister of Finance, who Hs so
intimately familiar with all the
details of his budget. So I may
have made a mistake; I am a rookie
and perhaps did not know how to
direct 1t.

The three statements that 1 did
make, which Lhe Premier has
indicated he wants to find out if
they are true, was, one, that
medical experts agree  that
screening monography saves lives.
I do not think that you need to he
a reader of The Lancet or The
Canadian Medical Journal to kpow
that . I think vyou would Find
articles on that in The Reader's
Digest in a doctor's walting
room., But there have been some
doubters, there have been  some
people who Ffelt that perhaps 1t
was & risk, not that the screening
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monagraphy could not save lives
but that there was some risk to
that procedure on a province-wide
basis.

Recently, in 1988, in December in
fact, as a result of a major
national study, the government has
now declared definitively that the
benefits outweigh the risks for
women in the over fifty age
category, and women at high risk.
T think that study is in the hands
of the Department of Health, was

certainly accessible to the
previous Minister of Health, and
hased on that he mada, tha

commnitment that he made to have
this a province-wide program, and
should certainly have heen
available to the Premier and the
present Minister of Health.

I do not have time to go dinto
detail about how terrible and how
unneceassary a disease breast
cancer 1s. It affects women bubt I
am sure that had nothing to do
with the fact that the hon.
members opposite did not give 1t &
high priority, becausa T am sure
they all have wives and mothers
and daughters, and probably I am
sure that most of you have had
experience with the horrors of
this unnecessary disease. If you
have not, I hope you never will.
It 1is not a wvery high cost dtem
relative to the $638 million
Health budget. I said there was
no state-of-the-art equipment.
Now there 1s equipment in the
Province, but the equipment that
we have is one of two kinds;, one
of them, the zerograph, which
gives a better image, is
inflexible and can only handle 12
a day, and that is not euven
touching the waiting list that we
have of women who are already, for
one reason or another, suspecting
that they may have breast cancer
and have to live with that,
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knowing that 1f they leave it
their chances of dying from it are
an awful lot higher. The other
method, the filmscreen, ds not as
accurate as it could be, and they
do not always get a good dmage.
There now is state—-of-the-art
equipment; 1t costs $177,000 per
unit and, with the addition of a
bhreast Tump locator, another
$60,000. you are talking about
putting those fixed units in our
regional centaers, and a  mobile
unit, which dis perhaps even more
important for those womnen who hawe
no access to screening mammography
now .

You do not have to do it all in
one year, we are only asking you
to put that program back in your
budget, put $500, 000 in your
budget out of the ¢$5 milliaon
surplus you are budgeting for. 1
just quote Pramier: "IF we
cannot accurately care for the
sick, Lthe disabled and Lhe aged
among us we have . failed as &
socilaty, and we Can take cold
comfort in cutting costs ana
improving balance sheet.”

I agroee, I applaude the words of
this budget. But I can tell you
that the women of Newfoundland
will take very cold comfort
indeed. wWae had 60 die last year,
statistics dndicate that 160 will
get breast cancer this vyear, and
many will not even he detected
without ACCRSS ko screening
mammography . And it will be very,
very cold comfort if you put your
balance sheet ahead of a modest
amount of funding 1in the Health
budget to start this Province
wide screening mammography program.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:

Hear, heanr!

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Premier.
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PREMIER WELIS:

Mp . Speaker, the question was
asked this afterncon, and I merely
wanted to take time to get the
full answer. I have since gotten
the full answer from the Minister
of Health, to whom the question
really ought to be directed to in
the first place, and rather than
me repeat and run the risk of not
conveying 1t accurately, I ask the
Minister of Health 4if he would
give the full information.

MR. SPEAKER:
The Minilster of Health,

MR. DECKER:

My . Speaker, the hon. member
raises a very serious, delicate
issue. I only wish her former
colleagques realized jusk how
serious an issue this is.

Because 1if they had, the former
Minister of Health on April 17, on
the eve oF the election, dissued a
news release announcing Lhe
mamnography screening progran,
made a political announcement. On
the 19th day of April, the day
before the election -~ I am not
surce; 1t may have been April 20,
the day of the elections - the
Former Minister of Health did an
interview with NTVU and tried to
make this into a political issue,
tried to appeal +to the emotions.
That 1s the attachment they had to
it They were 17 years in
government, Mr. Speaker, had all
the time din the world to study
this.

Here is the situation. Health and
Welfare Canada indeed did a study
and says it 1t a good program, and
so it ds. It has been discussed
with the Deputy Ministers 1in the
Deputy Ministers' meetings with

Deputy Ministers all across
Canada . It has not vetl bhean

discussed with the Ministers of
Health. That ds coming up in the
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September meeting, I understand,
Mr. Speaker.

You have plenty of (inaudible).

MR. DECKER:
If they do not want the answer, I

will sit  down. That 1s up Lo
themselves 1if they do not want the
answer, If  they want to play

politics with this, go ahead and
do it, but this is a serious issue.

Columbia has a wilot
Ontario has

British
project in place.

pretty we ll =l Province-wide
mammography  screening program in
place. I am hoping that during

our  mandate, sooner rathor e
later, we too will have such &
program in place. We are Lalking
about mammography screening. Now
this has to be made accessible to
the women of the Province. JIf a
woman, after self-exanination oar
whatever, discovers she has a Tump
in her breast, she will make avery
effort to get to a mammography
unit to have an examination done.
She will travel 1,000 miles 1f <he
has to., She should not have Lo hut
she will do dit. With screening -t
is much Tike the Christmas Seal
with the tuberculosis epidemic
that we wused to  have 1in Lhis

Province. You have to take the
screening to the women. We  want

to bring dinto this Province a
mammnography screening program
whereby we will make mamnography
screening available to all the
women in our  Province, whether
they live in Nain or wherever. The
member etalks about a mobile unit.
We might need two or three mobile
units. We do not know that, Mr.
Speaker., We intend to do that.
But we will make that decision,
not on the basis of the Fact Fhak
we are in the middle of a general
election, not on the basis of the
fact that we can try to embarrass
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someone, but we will make that
decision after we have a rational
study of it, until we know whether
we should go into mobile units,
whether we should have one, two or
ten mobile units, Mr. Speaker.

T can aduise the hon. member that
she can rest easy, it 1s well
under control, it 1is being looked
into and, as soon as it is
possible, it will be delivered to
this Province and the women can be
certain that that is being looked
after. They can he assured of
that. I am not saying whether 1t
will be within this fiscal year or
whathar it will be within the next
fiscal year, because there are a
whole lot of ather extremely
important matters which were left
over from the seventeen years -

MS DUFF:

MR. DECKER:

Sevenkteen years. Then all of the
sudden those small '1°' libéral

things are on the scane. Look,
M. Speaker, let me tell you, we
will do it and we will do it right
and we will do it proper, and the
women and the men in Newfoundland
and Labrador will be thankful that
they have a reasonable, rational
government here who is looking
after their health, including the

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Kilbride.

MR. R. AYLWARD:
Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. R. AYLWARD:

L690 June 15,1989 Vol XLI

Mr. Speaker, I must say before 1
start that I had a lot of respect
for ‘that minister before he Just
answeraed that question, I must
say it ds a very serious issue e
was talking about and he treatead
it rather casually. I lost quite
a bit of respect for the nan
because of it.

Anyway, Mr. Speaker, on to the
issue, I did ask a question of Lhe
hon. Minister of Municipal and
Provimcial Affairs today, who [ am
sure will not give callous answers
like the last winister did, Mr.
Speakear. He is an honourable
mar . on  June 0O, I think, he
minister gave oult a statement Lhat
he had provided $50 million For

capital expenditures in Lhe
Province this year which would
have bean an increase in the
capital funding, ©which i

encouraging. We complimented him
on doing that, which 1is a good
thing to do. Rut when I saw
yesterday that the budgelt came oul
around $41 million or $43 million,
I note that it is not an increase,
it is the same amount of money
that was spent last year on the
same problems that were there for
quite some time before that. So
there +4s actually no increase 1in
this budget, which does disappoint
me . I will congratulate the
minister again on doing a fair job
on what he did present.

He said today in his answer that
the $6 million or $7 million that
is left over i1s held in reserve
for a regional servicing effort
that he will try to bring into
this Province in the near future.
That effort he 1is going to walt
until we get Jlegislation put in
place, which sounds Fairly
reasonable to me.

MR. WINDSOR:

He will not spend it this year.
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MR. R. AYILWARD:

The money will not be spent this
year, obuviously, because he cannot
be putting din water and sewer
projects next Winter, It will be
November or December hefore the
legislation 1is approved, I would
imagine, and there will be no
regional servicing put in because
of that delay.

Mr. Speaker, I am not sure, and I
will ask the wninister to check it
with his department - I was not in
the department any longer than he
was, SO ohviously he is as
Familiar with the department as I
am now - but wunder The Municipal
Servicing Act the minister says he

cannot set up these regional
councils now, or these reqgional

service authorities now . Under
he Municipalities Act, Section 3,
it has some comments here on
regions. I do not know but the
minister could now set up these
regions under this Act. It gives

some direction: (a) that the
lLieutenant-Governor in Council,

and by order and on recommendation
from the minister, subject to a
feasibility study - which it one
of my concerns - may conduct under
Subsection 301, establish an area
in the Province as a region.' It
sounds fairly simple to me. If he
established the regions he is
interested d4n now, he certainly
can have an authority to run these

regions when he gets it
established. The important thing

in this, when it dis covered under
The Municipalities Act in my mind,
is that included in this in
Section 3.01, Subsection 3, 'There
shall be a feasibility study
conducted when these regions are
being set up.' The powers that
the minister can give this region,
or the people who are going to run
this region, 'Powers that may in
whole, or in part, be designated
under Section 3.04 are: ro
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construct the construction and

operation of regional water
systems' -~ I think that 1is his
intention - 'regional sewer

disposal systems - I believe that
is a part of his dntention -
regional storm sewer systeams, and
regional solid waste disposal
sites, including any facility
designated in the order of @&
regional facildity.' Under Ehis
part of the Act now there is no
need to wait until OQctober to sot
up these regiconal service areas

that he warits . Thare
legislation in place now, 1

believe, I am nok sure, [ do not
think the minister will do it bui
maybe the government themselvas,
seem to be wanting to set up these
reqional service authorities in a
different way so that they can gel
around the feasibility study which
allows public dmput which ds very

important 1in this Prouvince. Ik
was tried before and there was a
Lot of upset over. a regional
authority. I know some vyears ago
when the Metro Board was seb up -

and I am fairly familiar with when
it was set up, because actually my
father-in-law was Chairman of it
or he was the second Chairman of
it, I believe, and that was and is
called today the St. John's Metbro
Board, Now, that started off as a
regional authority,a planning
authority mostly for oulside the
city of St. John's and Fairly
cheap to run, fairly reasonable to
operate until it got to the point
where it was bigger than most

municipalities in the region.
Now, 1t s on dits way out bhecause
there 1is not a use For it. The
region that it served is looking
after 1its own. Now, just a Feow
questions For the minister. 1

hope these authorities that he is
setting up are not going to grow
out of all proportion as the Melro
Roard did. People did not have a
say who went on the Melbro Roard.
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They could not elact the people
there, They were being governed.
That was a big problem and that is
part of the reason why there will
he no Metro Board if the minister
makes a decision.

When the school tax tax
authorities were set up initially
they were small, efficient

operations. Right now, I believe,
it costs some $3 million to run
the St. John's School Tax
Authority. The proposal that the
ninister 1is putting before us now,
is this going to happen

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

The hon. gentleman's time is up.

MR, R. AYLWARD:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

MR, SPEAKER:
The Minister of
Provincial Affairs.

Municipal and

MR. GULLAGE:

Mr. Speaker, 1t is the intent of
my department to set up, wherever
appropriate, regional servicing
authorities, not regional
governnent per se, and certainly
not an authority that would bhe
patterned after the St. John's
Metro Roard. The dintent d4s to
have these regional authorities
deal strictly with matters that
are of a regional nature and that
can be administered within a
reglion by council representation
from the councils that are tied
into the regional authority.
Those services, the hon. member
has already mentioned soma of
them, would be services such as
water, control of watersheds 1n
some cases, recreation facilities,
planning, garbage disposal, fire
services and any cother that might
be appropriate For the region. It
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is not my intent, or the
department's intent, to create
another level of government. In
fact, wherever that has been done,
in my conversations wikh ministers
in other provinces, five or s1x
provinces. so far, they have found
it to be a failure, whether it be
a county system or whether it be a
tier of government called a
regional government per se,
Ontario, as an example, ig having
great difficulty now with koo many
Jevels of government and arae
trying to dismantle at loast  one
of those levels, so it is ‘not my
intent to follow that pattecn. in
factl, regional sorvicing
authorities in this Province seam
to be the appropriate way to go,
particularly if we can identify
areas where the co-operation is
there on the part of the councils,
and we have identified some af
those areas now. I do naot think
it 1is any great secret where some
of the obuious examples are. One
would be the St. John's region;
another one would be the Grand
Falls - Windsor - Bishop's Falls
region, which, wusing the second
example, already has made  seme
progress, some headway towards
setting up a regional authority.

However, the legislation is not
complete. In fact the legislation
that we have so far really spoaks
Lo the idea of a regional
government, and does not address
adequately the need Ffor regional
servicing authority - there is @&
difference - as well as the fact
that there has to be put in place
an agreement between the member

communities, that they will
participate 1in such an authority
on @& per capita hasis. That

agreement 1is not in place in @any
of the regions of Lhe Province to
date. and I would prefer to have
that in place prior Lo imposing an
obligation on @& lead community,
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let us wuse Grand Falls as an
example, with the greater
population, because that 1is what
would have +to be done, for an
obligation that we would put on
them for debt. And until that dis
in place, until we have an
agreement in place that will speak
to the regional authority being
responsible with its member
communities for the debt that it
would have to take on on a per
capita basis, cost-sharing on
whatever programs that this
government 1is involued in with
that authority, then until that dis
put in place I would not be
satisfied to obligate the lead
community for the debt that we
would be putting upon them.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. FLIGHT:
Good. An excellent answer, Eric.

MR, SPEAKER:
The hon. the Government House
Leader,

MR. BAKER:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Before we adjourn, I would just
like to notify hon. members the
only Estimates Committee that 1is
meeting tonight will be the
Resource Committee meeting here in
the House at 7:00 p.in, and
reviewing the Estimates of the
Department of Fisheries,

MR. SPEAKER:
This  House is adjourned until
tomorrow, Friday, at 9:00 a.m.
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Answer to question No. 18
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The total amount of expenditures for office equipment, personal
equipment, furnishings and photographs purchased for the Ministers
Office, Dept. of Development, since May 5, 1989 is $1, 749.49. Attached
is an itemized list which I will now table. :



List of expenditures for office equipment, personal equipment,
furnishings and photographs purchased for the Ministers Office, Dept. of
Development since May 5, 1989:

(1) Post-It Notes and Hi-liters $ 71.09
(2) Installation of glass doors in bookcase 67.20
(3) Business cards 200.00

(4) Dictating equipment 1,411.20
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Answer to Question No. 21 ;) ‘e
Order paper 11/89 Wednesday, June 14,1989 c)gﬁfrdb :?
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The total amount of travel expenditures incurred by the Minister,
Executive Assistant and Members of Departmental Staff, Dept. of
Development, since May 5, 1989 is $4,066.99.

An itemized 1ist is attached which I will now table along with the
total of the previous Ministers expenditures for Transportation &
Communications & Purchased Services.



The following is a list of travel expenditures incurred by the Minister,
his Executive Assistant and Members of personal or Departmental Staff,
Dept. of Development, since May 5, 1989.
(1) Minister

May 12 - to Deer Lake (One night)

Airfare & Meals $440.00

(2) May 31 - to Montreal (One night)
Airfare, meals & hotel 947.00
June 8 - to Deer Lake (One day)

Airfare & meals 531.15

Executive Assistant
(1) May 19 - to Deer Lake (Three nights)

Airfare 356.00
(2) June 8 - to Deer Lake (One day)

Airfare 380.20

Assistant Deputy Minister, Tourism
(1) May 31 - to Montreal (One night)

Airfare, meals & hotel 918.00
(2) June 8 - to Deer Lake (One day)

Airfare 380.20

Deputy Minister
(1) May 31 - to Montreal (One night)

Airfare 713.00
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TRAVEIL EXPENSES FOR R. JOHN EFFORD ///,/f/j

Itinerary for trip to West Coast, June 9th - 1llth

Airfare to Stephenville $391.20

June 9th, l989

A.M. Visit Stephenville Crossing Office
pP.M. Visit Stephenville Office, Bay St. George Assessment Centre
Evening Visit John Howard Society

Returned to Corner Brook via borrowed car at no expense to
Government

June 10th, 1989

Returned to Stephenville at no expense to Government

June 10th, 1989

A.M. Meeting with Bay St. George Employment Corporation
Meeting with Stephenville Association for
Community Living

‘4 P.M. Returned to Corner Brook for meeting with V.O.MN.

No accommodations charged

No rent-a-car

No written report available

May 29th, 1989

Federal/Prov1nc1al/Terrltorlal
Ministers of Social Services Conference - Yukon

Airfare to Yukon $2,278.00



European Trip - Glenn Tobin

Accommodations 1496.00
Entertainment 441.00
Meals 660.00
Taxis and Laundry 107.00
Airfare 3067.00

5771.00



Hi-Lite Framing

Film & Developing

Lapel Pins

Christmas Cards

Camera

Dictating Machine

Bookcase

Microwave

Filing Cabinets (3)

TOTAL

$1,268.95

1,000.00

900.00

1,000.00

897.00

1,114.40

190.00

240.00

872.00

$7,482.35




SUPPLIES AND EQUIPMENT
PURCHASED FOR MINISTER'S OFFICE (J. EFFORD)

1989-'90

Filing Cabinets (2) $654.08

Office Supplies 111.88

TOTAL $765.96
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ORDER PAPER 11/89
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 14TH, 1989
QUESTION: MR. LEN SIMMS (GRAND FALLS) - TO ASK THE

HONOURABLE THE MINISTER OF EDUCATION TO LAY UPON
THE TABLE OF THE HOUSE THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION:

AN ITEMIZED LIST OF EXPENDITURES FOR ANY
OFFICE EQUIPMENT, PERSONAL EQUIPMENT,
FURNISHINGS AND PHOTOGRAPHS PURCHASED FOR THE
MINISTER'S OFFICE SINCE MAY 5, 1989.

ANSWER: THERE HAVE BEEN NO PURCHASES FOR THE
MINISTER'S OFFICE FOR EQUIPMENT, FURNISHINGS,
PHOTOGRAPHS OR OTHERWISE SINCE MAY 5, 1989,
TO DATE.



/7%‘95&;[& /};«M
o)
¢ ye—d 7L

DEPARTMENT OF FISHERIES
MINISTER'S OFFICE
ANALYSIS OF TRAVEL EXPENSES
MAY 5 - JUNE 14, 1989

out Of Province

ottawa - June 6 - 7, 1989

Hon. Walter Carter:

Airline Ticket $ 723.00

Per Diem (Meals) 55.00

Hotel 99.75

Telephone _13.55

891.30
David A. Vardy:
Deputy Minister

Airline Ticket $ 723.00

per Diem (Meals) 49.00

Hotel 99.75

Taxi 40.00

Parking 6.00

917.75

Total Out of Province
Travel $1,809.05

suelf2



Within The Province

Hon. Walter Carter:

May 21, 1989

Travel to Carbonear
(per Diem)

Travel to Musgrave Hr.,
Centreville & Wareham
(Per Diem)

Gerald Reid:
(Executive Assistant)

June 9 - 10, 1989

Travel to Summerford
(per Diem $79 x 2)

Car Mileage
Total Travel Cost
Within The Province

TOTAL

$ 42.00
42.00

S 84.00
$ 158.00
189.20

S 347.20
S 431.20

\

$2,240.25
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