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The House met at 9:00 a.m.

MR. SPEAKER (Lush):
order, please!

Statements by Ministers

PREMIER WELLS:
Mr. Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Premier.

PREMIER WELLS:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

About Len days or s0  ago, 1
announced Lthe membership of the
Economic Recovery Comnisssion and
the Economic Recovery Advisory
Board, and I dndicated to the
House at the time they were still
not complete. I am pleased to
inform +the hon. House today that
we are now 1in a position to
announce Lthe appointment of Lhe
fifth member of the Economic
Racovery Commnission, and the names
of the remaining two members of
the Economic Recovery Adulisory
Board.

All  these individuals had been
approached before the initial
announcement on the establishment
oF the Commission was made on June
5, but bhecause of certain personal
involvements and commitments, it
was not possible to announce their
appointments with the others on
that date.

The fifth member of the Economic
Racovery Commission will be Ms.
Susan Sherk, who 1s well-known
throughout NewfFoundland and
Labrador for her work in community
development, public affairs and
industry, Mc. Sherk worked with
the Extension Service of Memorial
University far several years,
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planning and co-ordinating
comnmunity development conferences
and working with many communities
throughout the Province. In 1980
she joined Mobil 01l Canada Ltd.
as their Public AFfairs
Co-ordinator in Newfoundland and
Nova. Scotia, and was well~known
throughout the environmental
impact hearings that took place.
In 1987 she moved to Mohil
Corporation's head office in New
York, where she becamne Comnunity

Relations Advisor to Mobil's
U.S.-based companies and

divisions. In April of this year,
she joined Michelin Tires (Canada)
l.td. in Nova Scobia as Senior
Manager, but will be leaving that
position to return to Newfoundland
and join the Economic Raecovery
Commission.

The two members of the Economic
Recovery Advisory BRoard whom I am
pleased to announce today are Mr.
Ray Smallwood, and Mr, Richard
Cashin.

Mr, Smallwood is well-known in the
business community as the
Uice~President and Branch Manager
of Wood-Gundy 1in S&t. John's. He
was recently a wmember of Lhe task
Force of the Newfoundland Stock
Savings Plan, and was a founding
member of the Board of Directors
of the Public lLegal Information
Association of Newfoundland and

Labrador. He has been active in
comnunity affairs, and is
currently Chairman of Lthe Board of
Directors of the Arthritis
Sociaty. He will bring to that
Advisory Board a great deal of
knowledge and experisnce and
advice in terms of investmant

banking and the availability of
funds through the normal business
banking services.

Mr. Cashin needs no introduction
to anyone in Newfoundland and
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l.abrador. His work in the
Fishermen's union movememnt has
been legendary, and he has indeed
made a significant impact on the
history of +this Province. His
associlation with labour has been
of such proportions that 1t often
overshadows the fact that he was
also a succaessful lawyer and
politician, having represented the
riding of St. John's West din the
House of Commons during the early
1960's, Mr. Cashin will bring a
wealth of experience and counsel
to the Advisory Board as he has in

many other instances as
Secretary-Treasurear of the
Newfoundland and Labrador
Federation of L.abour; a

commnissioner of the Task Force on
Canadian Unity;, a wmember of the
Board of Governors of the Atlantic
Provinces Economic Council; member
of Lkhe Board of Directors of the
Export Trade Development Board;
member of the Institute for
Research on Public Policy and a
member of the Canadian Saltfish
Corporation, just to name a few.

I should also explain to the House
that the delay in announcing the
final members of the Economic
Recovery Advisory Board was
because. of the Government's wish
to enlist the support of yet
another well-known Newfoundlander,
in the person of Ms., Nancy Riche,
who has distinguished herself in
the Canadian labour movement .
After considerable discussion and
as much as she welcomed the

opportunity, because of her
national comnitments just
yesterday Ms, Riche advised me
that she was unable to accept the
appointment . But she has

discussed Lhe matter extensively
with other people din the Jlabour

movement in Newfoundland and
heartily endorses the actions
government is taking in this
regard.
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Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

MR. RIDEOQUT:
Mr-. Speakear.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the
Opposition.

Leader of the

MR. RIDEQOUT:

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

First of all, let me say that we
want to wish those new additions
to the Commission dtself and to
the Advisory BRoard, well. They
are obviously well-known people
who have sarved the public of
Newfoundland and Labrador in one
form  or ancther, either in the
private sector or the public
sector, very, very well, and we
have no difficulty with any of
them in their appointments to Lhe
Commission itself or to the
Advisory Board.

I still have to say, Mr. Speaker,
that I think it dis passing strange
and, in my opinion, a grave error,
that even though recognizing the
fact that the Commission ditself is
not necessarily, nor, perhaps,
should 1t be departmentalized in
the sense that there would be
various regions and groups
recognized or appointed to the
Commission because of Uthat fact, I
do think 41t d4s a serious and
glaring omission that there 1is not
anybody on the Commission ditself
directly associated with Tabour.
I think that ds something, in
terms of the overall success of
this Commission, that is certainly
a glaring failure.

I believe equally important 1is the
fact that there ds not anybody

specifically on the Commission
from Labrador. That 1is also a

glaring failure, not that there
should e regionalized
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representation on the Commission.
i understand the Premier's
comments on that view, but to have
a large underdeveloped potentially
economic region of the Province
with no direct representation on
the Commission, 1 believe is
unacceptable.

Mr. Speaker, we will just have to
wait and see what this Commission

brings to the people of
Newfoundland and Labrador. There

was a kind of economic commission
which was set up and worked during
the 1960's. There was an action
group that set up similarly, and
worked during the 1970's. Whether
this Commission of the late 1980's
and early 1990's, @ comnission
that will expend over the next six
or seven years in administration
and those kinds of costs alone
anywhere from $25 wmillion to $30
million, will be a worthwhile
investment, and whether there will
be worthwhile opportunities
resulting from that, 1is something
we will djust have to wait and
see. Rut in terms of the
individuals, Mr . Speaker, the
Premier has announced to the
Commission and to the Aduisory
Roard hera today, we have no
difficulty with them and wish them
well 1in the performance of their
duties.

Oral Questions

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the
lLeadar.

Opposition House

MR. SIMMS:

Mr. Speaker, I want Lo raise a
question today on a matter of
extreme importance and I want to
ask my question of the Minister of
Fducation (Dr. Warren).
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The Minister of Education would be
aware, because I wrote him on Cthe
matter some sixteen days ago now,
on May 30, and I have not yetb
received a reply to my letter,
that there have bean nuinerous
advances in post-secondary
education in the Central
Newfoundland area over the past
few years, Lthe past two years in
particular, and specifically I am

referring to the first year
university program offered by the
Central Newfoundland Community
College to the Grand Falls and
lLewisporte campuses. There have

been many, many benefits, not the
least of which 1is the bhenelit
derived by the 150 students and
parents who attend that  campus
from six electoral districts. g0
this is not a politically partisan
issue, it is a regional issue Lthat
accomnodates and effects a lob of
people,

I want to simply ask the minister
at the outset, d1s the ninister
fully committed to the
continuation of this particular
program?

MR. SPEAKER:
The Minister of Education.

DR. WARREN:

Mr. Speaker, most certainly the
government 1s committed to evan
extending opportunities Lthroughout
this Province fFor people who want
to take first year university
courses outside St. John's.

I have not had an opportunity to
review as yet, Mr. Speaker, Uthe
total offerings throughout the
Province. I do, shortly aflber Uhe
House 1g closed and I have <some
time, want to visit and consider
with all authorities what i now
happening, and then to pul before
the government and before this
House a plan for Lthe 1990s¢ so that
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we can systematically extend
educational opportunities -

SOME. HON. MEMBERS:

Hear, hear!

DR. WARREN:

- to more and more people
throughout this Province. The
participation rate at the
post-secondary level is

disturbingly low. It is appalling
that so few of our people are
continuing on to post-secondary
education.

If you took any age group, Mr.
Speaker, for example, the eighteen
to twenty-four age group, I would
suggest Lhat our percentage is the

lowest in Canada. .I would argue
that in Ontario perhaps 25 percent
of thalk age group is in

post-secondary programs . We
intend over the next decade *to
move Newfoundland's percentage to
the Canadian average, and we will
do everything possible to do that.

MR. RIDEQUT:

Increasing tuition fees by 10 per
cent is really helping such a
program.

MR. SIMMS:
Mr. Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:
The honr. the
Leader.

Opposition House

MR. SIMMS:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker,

I was going to make the comment
that increasing tuition fees by 10
percent 1s not going bto help an
awful lot, I not think, to see the
govarnment reach that objective.

Now, Mr. Speaker, the minister

would also be aware that on this
program that I am referring to

L6697 June 16, 1989 Vol XLI

there have been already $2 million
spent to dmprove the facilities
out there, new labs and other
items of that nature. He would
also be aware, and I suppose evary
member of the House would be aware
that the program is warking
extremely well. The pass rate on
those campuses for first yEar
university, d1s greater Lthan the
pass rate at the main campus 1in
St. John's, and greater than the
campus in Corner Brook.
Therefore, it dis pretty clear that
the program is working very, very
well.,

I want Gthe wminister to tell me
what are the dmprovements he i3
committed to that he referred Lo
in his first answaer? What
improvements 1is he commitbted to.
What recomnendations have boen
made by his officials with respect
to improving the First year
university program and facilities?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Fducation.

DR. WARREN:

Mr. Warren, I want to pay tribute
to the people who are 1in that
program in the Central
Newfoundland. They have done
outstanding work and we will do
everything possible Lo dncrease
the opportunities For them, to
improve the Facilities,
Unfortunately, I have not had time
to assess all of the details of
the program but I assure the hon.
member that as soon as I do I will
report to him and the House about
our plans for future.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:
The Opposition House leader,

MR. SIMMS:
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I would like to ask - a
supplementary, Mr. Speaker.

Since there dis a board meeting
coming up in Grand Falls, I think
on Monday, to look at outstanding
issues, and since the minister's
own efficials have recommended, by
the way, an expansion to those
facilities out there, to
accommodate the students who
presently are being accommodated
in rented facilities about a mile
and a half away from the school
itself in an old elementary
school, and since they recommended
expansion to the facilities, can
the minister put to rest rumors
that are presently circulating out
in the Central Newfoundland area
and tell wus if he dintends to

fFulfill a commitment for a $3
million expansion to provide
classroom space for those

additional 150 students, which was
recomnended and which was in the
system For several, several
months, from this year's budget?
Can the minister tell me that?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Education.

DR. WARREN:

Mr . Speaker, I want to repeat
something I said earlier. We are
anxious to  look at the whole
system of the Province. There are
tremendous needs in Labrador West,
for example, needs that we not met
over the last five years. There
are .needs on the Burin Peninsula,
and I am delighted that the
government could move to dimplement
a program to extend first year

opportunities on the Rurin
Peninsula. We are going to use

technology to do that -

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

DR. WARREN:
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- and I am proud, I am really
delighted and I am looking forward

to this pilot in distance
education as a tremendous
opportunity for us. Some planning

had been done in this regard. I
must say that ny departinental
officials had done some planning
on the Burin Peninsula, hut to my
knowledge no specific planning has
been done in Central and I want to
look at the whole Province. I
want to look at the total system
before we make major commitments
to any one part of this Province,
Mr. Speaker.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the
lLeadar,

Opposition House

MR. SIMMS:
T have just one final question to
the minister and I will wmake 1t
fairly simple. Can the minister
tell the House if the $3 million
expansion that was recomnended and
was workad on for several inonths
between the administration at Lhe
college out there, the Department
of Public Works and the formar
Department of Career Development,
the $3 miliion expansion that was
then committed by the previous
administration, has that bheen
cancellaed?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Education.

DR. WARREN:
Mr. Speaker, I am not sure who

committed what. I hear aboult all
kinds of commitments day afler
day. I have  heen told about
commitments. Let e assure the

hon. member that we will consider
that, bult no commitment has been
made to extend that program by the
government at this point in btime.

No. 14 R69G



But we  will consider -that in
considering the total package.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:
‘The hon. the member for Harbour
Main.

MR. DOYLE.:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

I have a question for the Minister

of Employment and lLabour
Relations. As the Minister of
Employment and Labour Relations is
aware, improving employment

opportunities for women was a very
important priority of the former
PC government, and because of that

approximately $500, 000 was
delegated in the budget last year
to start the Occupational

Integration Program for Women. In
the minister's new departmental
estimates, not a dollar, not a
single penny, has been budgeted
for the women of the Province,
insofar as any new dinitiative is
concerned, for that program. I
want to ask the minister why that
particular program, a very, very
good one, a very progressive one,
has been killed, or put on hold?
Is it another program that falls
into the category of
re-evaluation? Why this program,
a new one just getting off the
ground? Women were given an
indication that the government was
concentrating on getting women
inte more nontraditional jobs, so
does it fall under the heading of
re-eyaluation? Why cancel this
program?

MR. SPEAKER:
The haon., the Minister of
Eimployment and Labour Relations.

MS COWAN :
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
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Let me assure the hon. member for
Harbour Main, before I hegin to
answer his question, that our
comnitment to women and their
participation in the lahour force
is no less than that of Lhe
previous government. In fact, we
will do everything we can to mouve
women forward in this Province.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. TORIN:
We shall see. We shall see.

MS_ COWAN :

I hope that you are watching
carefully because, indeed, that is
one of your roles A Lhe
Opposition, I would be only bLoo
happy to entertain guestions on

women's participation in the
labour force as would the hon,
Minister responsible For Lhe

Status of Women.

To your gquestion then, hon .
member, Mr. Speaker, Lthe program
is  not killed, the program is
simply being evaluated.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Oh, oh!

MS COWAN:

One of the things T would like to
say, Mr. Speaker, ds that I would
like to learn From Quastion
Period. I found I learned a lot
the other night when we had our
interaction during the FEstimates
Committee sassion, It is wvary
difficult when people keep yelling
things out.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Oh, oh!

MS COWAN:

I would like to be able to respond
and then have the hon. member, who
is my critic, respond as well and
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have some dialogue that might be
of some value to both of us.

The program 1s not killed, it is.

being evaluated. The evaluation
of prograns is an extremely

important step. So often that is
not done and before long people
realize they are dinto a program
which they are not particularly
happy with, but they have all
kinds of employees, all kinds of
commitments, that kind of thing,
and they are locked 1into 1it. And
it dis wvery, very difficult to get

out of dt. We want to have an
extremely good look at this
program. It may be that we find
that 4t 15 the answer. We may

find that it is not. and T think
one of the things that I can
offar, as a person who has been
very interested in the advancemant
of women, 1s that I personally had
not heard of the program before I
became minister, so I wonder 1f
the promotion of it was adequate,
perhaps or was not.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MS COWAN :

And that may be the only flaw we
find, and perhaps it was Jjust
because I did not hear the news
some wmorning, I do not know. But
I think it is very, very important
that we do evaluate this program
and then move ahead with 1it. So
once more, if I may, I assure the
hon. member that our commitment to
women 1s there.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. RIDEOUT:

There is no money there. How can
you say that with a straight
face? Not a dollar there.

MR. DOYLE:
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Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Harbour
Main.

MR. SPEAKER:
Thank you, Sir.

I can appreciate that the minister
wants to re-evaluate the progranm,
but I would submit to her that it
is not good enough to re-esvaluate
a program unless you have another
program to put in place. And I
say to the minister 1t is not good
enough to kill the Private Sector
Program unless she has anothear
program in place to take the place
of that one, because jobs are
very, very important in Lhe
Province.

Let me ask 1is the minister aware
that 58.3 per cent of all women
employed in Newfoundland are in
the c¢lerical, sales and service
fields? find is she aware thatbt for

every dollar earned in the
Province by men, WOMET aarn
fifty—-seven point fFive cents?

This 1s one of the main reasons,
as a matter of fact, that the
former government brought 1in Lhe
Occupational Integration Program
for Women, so that they could get
into the more non-traditional,
higher paid jobs 1in Lhe Province.
In view of that, why would this
particular minister, of all
ministers, who happens +to he the
only woman 1in the Cabinet of Uthe
Province, why would she drop a
program hefore she had another
program in place to take the place
of that one? It 1s wery, very
iimportant that we haue another
program in place before this very
important progranm, which Wa s
brought in by Lhe former
government, was actually dropped.

MR. SPEAKER:
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The hon, the Minister of
Employment and Labour Relations.

MS COWAN:
Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker.

Again, to the hon. member, through
you, our commitment 1is there to
women, I certainly am aware, as
are all my colleagues, and we all
share the responsibility - it 1is
not just on my shoulders or the
Status of Women Person (Mr. Baker)

for us - and the concern that
women do still make less than men
on the average, and we are
comnitted to doing something about
it I have already had meetings

with the Status of Women person,
the hon, minister, and I can
assure you that he, too, is
concerned. I am not going to and
I do not want to speak for him,
but I am sure that he too 1s not
prepared to bring 1in a program
after six weeks din office +that,
again, might not address
problems. We have very good
people working 1in the Department
of Employment who are already
considering and looking at
programs so that when we do our
evaluation we will indeed know
what to look for. And if
replacements - I mean
modifications, are necessary to
that program they will dindeed be
made .

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. DOYI E:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Harbour
Main.

MR. DOYLE:

The minister was prepared to
cancel the program. e least she
could have done was maintain the
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status quo -

MR. RIDEOQUT:
While the evaluation was ongoing.

MR. DOYLE:
- while the evaluation was ongoing.

Will the minister explain the
reason for the continuation of the
Employment Sarvices Livision
within her department? The
Occupational Integration Program
for Women idis gone, the Private
Sector Program 1is gone, she has
laid of f staff and reduced
salaries by over $300,000, so this
is now the Department of lLayoffs
and labour Relations.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:

Hear, hear!

MR. DOYLE:

In view of this, Mr. Speaker, will
the minister tell us how  she
intends to  help the unemployed
people of the Province find work
in the Province with Mer
department's employment pPrograms
gone, being slashed to Lthe bore?
How 13 she going to help the
Premier now to bring home those
35,000 people he W& & talking
about? I am talking to people
form the Mainland every day and
they are interested in  getting
home 1in the first draft. I would
like to know how she intends Lo
help create employment in the
Province, given the fact that her
programs are being cut hand over
Fist?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of
Employment and Labour Relations.,

MS COWAN:
I might say, Mr. Speaker, Lthat the

status quo was set in place by &
governnant that had saventaeen

years to act and did not do
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anything.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MS COWAN ;

In reference to the Women's
Program, $500,000 was allocated
and $150,000 was used last year.
I ask you about commitment there.
We, in this governmant, are
committed to dmproving employment
opportunities for dindividuals to
develop the social fabric of this
Province and the economic fabric,
not to balance books by getting
people off the Social Services
roster and onto federal
unemployment schemes.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MS COWAN:

There are many initiatives that
have already been taken, and if
anyone was astute enough to
abserve that, increasing the
education budget by the amount of
money that went into it 1s a first
step. Education and a
well~-educated wark force is
necessary to this Province, and we
began this year by putting an
extra $10 million into education.
The Economic Recovery Team 1s a
part of the process and my
department isg a part of the
process as well.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MS VERGE:
Mr. Speakear.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Huinber
East.

MS VERGE:
I have a question for the Minister
of Municipal and Prouvincial
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Affairs,

A couple of weeks ago I asked samne
questions about his knowledge of
the state of the streets in the
City of Corner Brook. I was veary
pleased to hear him acknowledge
that he has some familiarity with

the problems there. In Corner
Brook there are fifteen kilometers
of unpaved gravel road and
thirty-—-two kilometers of open
ditches. The minister

acknowledged that he knows about
the city's plan to upgrade Corner
Brook FEast. The city now has &
Cornar Brook Fast Daevelopinent
Scheme started in the Jate 1970s,
and since then aboubt $5 million
has been spent.

MR. GULLAGE:
A point of order, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

A point of order.

MR. GULLAGE:

I cannot  hear the hon. member
speak. I would appreciate it 1if
some of the members opposite would
simply stop talking for a while.

MR. SIMMS:

That 1is not a point of order,
boy. 8it down! :

MR. SPEAKER:

It is not a point of order, but I
remind hon. members that I was
about to rise myself . I was
finding dit diffdicult to hear the
question being raised.

The hon. the maember for Humher
Fast.

MS VERGE:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

T am asking the minister about the
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Corner Brook East Development
Scheme. I mentioned a couple of
weeks ago being pleased when he
acknowledged some familiarity with
the deficiencies in that
neighborhood. However, when the
minister announced the list of
municipal capital funding the
government has approved, he did
not make any mention of the Corner
Arook East Development Scheme.

Now, Mr. Speaker, the people who
live in that neighborhood of
Corner Brook had the same reaction
to the wminister's announcement as
the Mayor of St. Anthony. They
thought +to themselves, 'There has
to be a mistake.'

Now, I was really glad to hear an
the news this morning that the
minister and the government have
corrected thedir mistake for St.
Anthony. Is the minister going to
correct the mistake for the Corner
Brook Fast project?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Municipal
and Provincial Affairs.

MR. GULLAGE:

Mr. Speaker, I am not aware of any
mistake. Corner Brook, as with
St. John's and other major urban
areas with large populations, are,
as the minister knows, given block

funding. It dis not iddentified,
per se, street by street, section
by section, subdivision by
subdivision. That is normally
left to a city the size of Corner
Brook Lo decide. Now, I could

very well decide if you want me to
as a minister, but I do not feael
that the Mayor of Corner Brook
waould want it that way.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MS VERGE :
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Mr. Speaker, the minister told me
before he met with the Mayor of
Corner Brook

MR. SPEAKER:

Order, please!

The hon. the wmember for tHumber
East.

MS VERGE:

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

The Mayor of Corner Brook will
correct the minister's wrong
impression there. In fact, the
former government specifically
funded the Corner Brook Fast
Development Schemne on a ninety/ten
or seventy-five/twenty-five basis,
distinguished from the regular
sixty/forty ratio. The Corner
Brook East Developmenrnt Schame was
always earmarked in the provincial
Municipal Capital Works Progran
over the past severral VEars,
This 1is the first year there has
been a difference. The total
amount of funding announced For
the city of Corner Brook is less
than what has been announced the
last couple of years,

Mr., Speaker, I would like to ask
the Premier how he squares fLhe
government's failure Lo make any
provision for the Corner Brook
Fast Development Scheme 1in  this
Budget with the statements he made
to the Corner Brook Fast
Development Scheme Citizens'
Committee and the public of Humber
East through CFCB and The Western
Star when he was campaigning last
November and this Winter? How
does the Premier sSQuUare that
discrepancy?

MR, SPEAKER:
The hon. the Premier.

PREMIER WEILLS:
There 1is mno difficulty squaring
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it, Mr. Speaker. At no time when
I was campaigning last November,
whenever it was the member
referred to, did I say that this
Spring, in the first budget, that
money would be there. During the
recent election camnpaign, the
member made a political promise,
to get votes, I suppose. She was
largely successful.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

PREMIER WELLS:

She made the promise that the
government would put this kind of
money into Corner Brook East.

administration, Mr .
Speaker, during the political
campaign, stated its general
policy, dits commitment to health,
its commitment to education, 1ts
commitment to municipal services,
in the broad provincial area. We
did not, at any time, commit to
any particular district that 'You
will have X million dollars here,
X million for Grand Falls, X
million dollars for Fogo,' and so
an. We stated our broad general
policy and we 1intend to keep

The present

that. Now, in due course, the
Corner Brook East Development

Scheme will be dealt with, when
the government dis ready to do it.
We could not possibly be ready in
four weeks to deal with it. We
feel no obligation whatsoever to
honour all of the promises made by
the members opposite during the
campaign.

SOME. HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

PREMIER WELLS:

If we did, we would take $500
million ko meet those spacific
promises and the Province cannot
afford it at this stage.
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SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MS VERGE:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. the member for Humber
East.

MS VERGE:
Thank you, Mr. Spaaker.

I am asking the Premier about the
statements that he wmade when he
was campaigning.

SOME HON., MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MS VERGE:

I would like to ask him 1s he
penalizing the people of Corner
Brook FEast because they elaected ine
instead of him?

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, heoar!

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

The hon. the Premier.

PREMIER WELLS:

Mr. Speaker, I want the Fformer
minister and the House and the
people of Corner Brook FEast, the
people of Corner Brook, in
particular, to be aware thalt my
commitment to the city of Corner
Rrook and to Humber Fast has not

changed one whit from what it was
when I campaigned. I will meet
every obligation, euery
undertaking I gave during the
campaign. il remind the hon .
member, Mr . Speaker, Lhat 3,700
people voted for me. They still

live thersa, and I respeck  and
adimire each and every one of them,
as I respect and admire each and
every voter who voted for the bhon.
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member ., It does not matter who
they voted for, We are going to
run this Province on a proper
basis, on a basis of fairness and
balance, not on the basis of
political patronage.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. RIDEQUT:

You can forget St. Anthony one day
and fix it the next day, and that
is fairness, 1s 1it?

MR. TOBIN:
Mr. Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Burin -
Placentia West.

MR. TOBIN:

Mr. Speaker, speaking of fairness
and balance, $2.4 wmillion for
water and sewer put into the
Pramier's district and $500, 000
put into Burin - Placentia West,
the largest rural district in the
Province. That dis fairness and
balance, Mr. Spaaker!

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Is it?

MR. TOBIN:
Yes, the largest in the Province.
You can check the statistics.

Mr. Speaker, my question is to the
Minister of Development, one of
the few hon. members, Mr. Speaker,
that the Premier could pick to put
in his Cabinet.

Mr Speaker, the Mary s town
Shipyard has noi reached its
lowest level of ammployment 117
many, mMany years, Just six months

aqo, Mr., Speaker, there were 600
people employed at the Marystown
Shipyard. With yesterday's layoff
notice there are less {than 100,
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some 90-odd people, Mr. Speaker.

Some months ago this government
agreed to construct two ferries
for Bell Island and were in the
process, Mr. Speaker, of making a
decision to have the Marystown
Shipyard design and construct
another ferry for Fogo, namely, an
icebreaker type of ferry service,
Mr. Speaker. Now this gouvernment
has since then changed that, bhas
rescinded that decision to huild
the two ferries for Ball Island.
So I ask the Minister of
Development, Mr., Speaker, would he
try to convince his colleagues Lo
have the second ferry rFor BRell

Island started immediately now
with the other one, and have Uthe
Marystown Shipyard shart Ll

design and conskruction of a now
one for Fogo Island as well?

MR. FUREY:

Mr. Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon . the
Development .

Minister of

MR. FUREY:

Ni . Speaker, I  thank Lhe hon.
member  for his question. With
respect to Marystown, we are all
very sensitive to the situation

there. It carries a heavy debtk
load. As the hon. member knows

the previous govarnnaenk helped
with ongoing financial support
with respect to working capital

guarantees and other matters.,
This government will do the same.
We budgeted $3 million to help

with the dinterest costs on that
debt load.

With respect to the Ferry that the
hon. member Lalked about, my
colleague, Lthe Minister of Works,
Transportation and Services (Mr,
Gilbert) had the pleasure of
announcing to the people of this
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Province that a new vessel will be
constructed, I believe May 26 he
announced, it to the tune of $13.7
million.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. RIDEOQUT:
We had already announced it. You
re-announced it.

MR. FUREY:

Well, ane cannot trust
announcements made by the previous
government, Mr. Speaker,

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. FUREY:

I can say, with a great deal of
honesty, Mr . Speaker, that il
thought we had the Rural
Development and Coastal lLabrador
Agreements to the tune of $83
million.

SOME HON., MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. FUREY:

But when we came to power, Mr.
Speaker, it took all of
forty—~eight hours to discover that
that that was announced during the
election. Mr, Speaker, but there

was nothing put to ink. There was
no agreement signed. The former

Premier's signature was not on a
piece of paper with the federal
minister's signature. So it was
an agreement Ffor the purposes of
getting them through an election.
But I am happy to say that we will
be putting that to ink.

SOME HON. MEMRERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. FUREY:

With respect, Mr. Speaker, to the
second ferry that the hon. memnber
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asks about, the Minister of Works,
Services and Transportation did
not cancel, did stop, did not cut
of f that ferry. What he <aid was
we are prepared to spend $13.7
million For the construction of
one ferry. We will review whether
indeed a new ferry is necessary or
whether a retrofitting of al
previous ferry will be necessary.
In either case, M. Speaker,
Marystown will get the work.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. RIDEQUT:
The peaple of Marys bown will
starve in the bargain.

MR. TOBIN:

Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The kon. the member for Burin
Placentia West.

MR. TORIN:

Mr. Speaker, I say to the hon.
minister that not only had the
government announced 1it, hut also
the Cabinet had approved 1it, and
not the Rideout Administration,
Mr . Speaker, but Lhe Peckford
Administration. That 1s how Far
back approval for the two ferries
goes . The M™MC was put in place,
and the one after that rescinded
it. And, Mr. Speaker, 1f these
people opposite had not rescinded
that motion, cancelled that
motion, the union would not be on
their way to St. John's today,
they would be home working.

Let me ask the minister, then, Mr.
Speaker, what other options are
available to the work force for
the Marystown Shipyard? Wikth the
coming of the Hibernia project
will the government now considar,
and have put in place immediately,
M. Speakear, plans For the
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construction of barges on
speculation? This government
previously put in place & program

to build on speculation, Mr .
Speaker, offshore supply wvessels
when that market was there. Now
Hibernia is coming, Mr. Speaker,
so  will this government today

commit themselues to the
construction speculation of

barges, the huge number of barges
that will be used and put in place
in Placentia Bay? Will the
government now put dn place a
program to start dmmediately the
construction of barges to create
employment?

MR. FUREY:
Mr . Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the
Development.

Minister of

MR. FUREY:

Mr. Speaker, he ds asking the
minister to comnit to speculation,
and they would probably have the
minister committed on such basis
somewhere else.

SOMEE HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. FUREY:
But I <can +tell the hon. member
that we are looking at the entire

situation at Marystown, Mr
Speaker., We are very sensitive,

on this side, to the problems that
are down there, In fact, the hon.
member knows, I dinvited him to a
private meeting with myself Jjust
recently, where we sat down and

had a very honest and frank
discussion with recpect. to
Marystown. This government is

committed to trying to protect all
of the jobs din Marystown, Mr.

Speaker. It d4s not going to be
@asy. gut we are not going to do

things in a knee—-jerk fashion. We
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want to study every single option,
make sensible and reasonable
decisions and do things that are
right based on sound economics,
not on the kind of economics where
$22 million end up under cucumber
tents.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:

Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:
The time time for Question Period
has elapsed.

Answers to Questions
for which Notice has been Given

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Energy.

MR. GIBBONS:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker,

The questions on the Order Paper
with regard to office aequipment,
personal equipment, Furnishings
and photographs. I would like to
report that wmy office has spent
$123.75 on a desk calculator and
some photographs,

With regard to travel expenditures
by the minister and staff, I
report that on May 26--27 1

travelled ko Springdale Lo a
mineral exhibition and trade
show, at which I was guesh
speaker, My air travel was

$311.60. As to a rental car from
Deer Lake to Springdale and on to
Gander Lo connect with the
airlines, I have not vyet recelived
a bhill from the rental agency For
that. I had no cost for food or
accommodation.

The total of all my bills to date
is $438.35.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
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Hear, hear! authorities 1in our Province after
having been made aware of {he
results of the major study about

Petitions the comparative benefit and risks
of screening wmamnography at the
end of last year, now unite in

MR. SPEAKER: saying that we cannot waste any

The hon. the member for Humber time 1in dmproving our screening

East. mammography equipmant and
service. This study was released

MS VERGE: by Health and Welfare Canada to

Thank you, Mr. Speaker, provincial governments only last
December. It was given Lo the

Mr. Speaker, I wish to present a Newfoundland and lLabrador Deputy

petition signed by some thirty Minister of Health at a meeting in

citizens of the Province, people Ottawa last Deceamber.

who Jldive in St. John's, Logy Bay,

the Goulds, Marystown, Grand Now, Mr . Speakar, I  theard the

Falles, Corner Brook, Doyles, and Minister of Health talking Lo

Happy Valley, people who rushed to reporters, clatining Chak the

get this petition to hon. members previous govermnent promised &

after hearing the shocking news province-wide screening program as

vesterday and the day before that an election ploy.

the new governmant has no

provision in the budget for Now, Mr. Speaker, I stand before

improving mammography in the all hon. members and say that the

Province. previous government was comnitted
to that program. Ruk 1t really

Mr . Speaker, I will read the does not matter what the previous

petition, 1if I may. It says: "To government intended to do or

The Hon. the House of Assembly of promised during the election

Newfoundland and lLabrador in campaign. The  members opposite

Legislative Session convened: The form the government now, and they

patition of the undersigned have the results of the major

citizens of the Province of study showing that the lives of

Newfoundland and Labrador that the Women can be saved by putting

women of Province be "given access money in the budget for modern

to modern screening mammography so mammograms and having a

that breast cancer is detected Province-wide screening

early and resulting death and mammography program. Mat 1s what

radical surgery are minimized. these petitioners are urging the

Wherefore your petitioners pray House of Assembly and the

that your hon. House may be Department of Health to do.

pleased to provide the funding for

the Department of Health to Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

introduce immnediately a

province-wide screening SOME HON. MEMBERS:

mammography program including Hear, hear!

modern  mammograms in the major

hospitals and mobile units to MR. SPEAKER:

serve the rural areas." The hon. the Minister of Health.

Mr . Speaker, the medical MR. DECKER:
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Mr. Speaker, I want to speak to
the petition, the prayer of which
makes a lot of sense. I would not
want to suggest any motives, but I
have to give my congratulations to
the women who were so swift. I am
sure they were totally uncoerced
in this extent. The presenter of
the petition speaks as if she, all
of a sudden, zoomed down on this
planet, that she was totally
removed From everything that
happened 1in government over the
past ten years. The hon. member
who presented thi¢ petition, and
might idindeed have gone out and
solicited the petition, was  in
government for ten years. That
hon. memoer  sat in consecutive
Cabinets for ten years. That hon,
member took part in ten budgets.
Now, I cannot help but ask what
was she doing For ten years if she
had all this interest?

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. DECKER:
As the hon. member says, people
still die because of cancer,

Somewhere around 160 cases of
cancer will be discovered this
year. How many cases of cancer
have been discovered over the past
seventeen years when this

government sat dnactive and did
nothing about it? That is what I
would like to know, Mr. Speaker.

Now, there Seems to be some
confusian on  the part of the
member between mammography
services and an mammography
screening program. There does
exist in this Province mammography
services but not an adequate
nuinber . As Lthe hon. member points
out, particularly the one in
Corner Brook is ohsolete. It is

fourteen years old, and for ten of
these fourteen years the hon.
member was representing the Corner
Brook area in the Cabinet. Why,
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in the name of goodness, did they
allow a mammography unit to stay
there for fourteen years to reach
the point of becoming obsolete?

It 1is sickening Lo hear the
nonsense the hon. member 1s going
on with. We are comnitted to an
mammography screening program. We
agrre - committed to dt. It 1is as

simple as that.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. DECKER:

We are not going ro enter dnto
another ten or fifteen years of
crisis management where you have
knee-jark reactions, as the
Minister of Developmenlt has talked
about. We are going to do this.

We are going to do it right. We
are qgqoing to do ikt praper. It is
going to be available to all the
women of the Province af
Newfoundland and Labrador. It s
not going to be done For political
expedience on the eue  of @n

election. It is going Lo be done
right and proper and the women of
NewfFoundland and Labrador, and the
men, can be assured that thisg
minister supports the prayer of
this petition and that I will bhe
glad to follow 1t through, [ am
unable at this time to say we are
going to do 1t tomorrow morning,
as the hon. member knows since she
was in the governmnent For ten
yvears and could not do it din ten
years. But I will certainly
assure the peope of this Province
that I will not wait Lken vyears
until all the equipment becomes
obsolete but 1t will ke done in
reasonable time.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. the member faor St. John's
Fast.
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MS DUFF:

Mr. Speaker, I would just like to
say to the hon. member that I view
this dssue as far too serious to
be making cheap, political points
about.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MS DUFF:

I am glad you agree because that
is what the hon. minister has been
doing. The hon. minister is
perfectly well aware that many
. things were done by the previous
government 1in the past ten years,
but technology changes and it is
only fairly recently that we now
have the state—-of-the-art
technology. Five years ago, four
years ago, the equipment that was
in our hospitals was adequate, but
it was state-of-the-art in terms
of what we knew. That 1is one of
the areas where, thank God, we do
have technological change. Where
the .former type of equipment that
we had very easily missed those
forms of cancer which were not
able to be detected by manual
examination, we now have the kind
of equipment that does not. And
it was only last December, which
is not 14 years ago, that a
national study, which reviewed
this whole 1d1ssue, made a report

and indicated to governments
across Canada that the benefits
far outweigh the costs. Now I

think that 1is pretty speedy action
an the part of the former
Minister, that he was able to
actually make, and felt it was so
important that he wanted to make
that commitment, so that it would
be in the public record regardless
of the outcome of an election,
because now we can do it. Now the
Minister has already admitted that
the equipment 1in Corner PBrook is
obsolete. But I heard him on the
air this morning saying that maybe
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in a year and a half we will have

one mobile unit, like the
Christmas Seal, which he keeps
referring to. I would 1like to

remind the Minister that I have
the greatest respect For the
Christmas Seal, which was a
marvelous ~thing d4in dits time, a
Commission of Government response
in a time of desperate poverty in
this Province, and that was 19240
and it is now the 1990s, and the
Minister's response Lo the health
care needs of women in terms of
women who may die or suffar
unnecessarily from breast cancer,
is a 1940s response and a totally
inadequate response.

SOME HON. MEMRERS:
Hear, hear!

MS DUFF:
Now I would ask the Minister to
reconsider, I could not belicve

the arrogance that was coming over
CBC, the sort of of fF-handed
approach to this concern. T
would 1like ko remind you that
statistically there are 160 women
who will develop breast cancer in
the next year, and if that breast
cancer 1s not detected early then
the chances of those women having
to have a radical mastectomy
which, gentlemen, I know you will
never have to have, 1t i< not a
funny operation - the chances of
those women having to  have a
radical mastectomy or dying from
undetected breast cancer are
fairly high, and I hope none of
those women are nobk your wives or
mothers or sisters.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MS DUFF:
This program is just too imporltant

to fool around with. You have «
surplus, you are budgeting for a
$5 million surplus. If vyou put
No. 14 R710



$500,000 in the Health budget this
year, you could make a very good
start an this program, and
continue with it the next year and
the next year, and we would have
our Province-wide mammography
screening capability.

SOME HON, MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SIMMS:
Mr. Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the
Leader.

Opposition House

MR. SIMMS:
M, Speaker, hefore you call
Orders of Lthe day, I would like to
have the time to present a point
of privilege.

Did you have something to say to
the House first?

MR. SPEAKER:

If the hon. gentleman would
permit, I just wanted to recognize
the final day of one of our staff
members here today who is retiring

after 35 years in the public
service and working in the
lLegislature. I refer to one of

our commnissionaires, and maybe as
I am talking he could stand in the
door so all hon. members will know
which one 1t 1s, One of our
commissionaires has been 35 years
in the Public Service and has been
in this job as commissionaire
since 1983, Today at 12 o'clock
will be his last official shift,
so on behalf of all members I
would like to thank the gentleman
for his years of service with the
government and particularly for
his years of service here.

SOME. HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!
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MR. SPEAKER:
We wish him a happy retirement.

Thank you very much,
The hon. the Opposition House
Leader.

MR. SIMMS.:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker, I want to raise a
matter that we an this side
consider +to be extremely serious
and one that should be taken

seriously by members of the
House It is & point o
privilege. We have raised 1t at
tha earliest opportunity
considering our wait For the
Hansard from Wednesday to gelb Uthe
Premier's comments with respeclt to

the dssue, which was available to
us late yesterday afternoon. 1In
addition Eto that, my colleaque,
the Leader of the Opposition, did
give notice of an intent to raise

a point of privilege. I would
appreciate the time to properly
present the case. I will try not

to take undue time, but T do want
to try to present a proper case
for Your Honour's consideration.

I will begin by making some
references for Your Honour. First
of all, I want to refer Your
Honour to Beauchesne's new Sixth
Edition, that he has so kindly
presented us with. Page 12 of
Beauchesne, Sixth Edition,
paragraph 26, subsection (2), says
in part: "A question of privilege
is a question partly of fact and
partly of law." The law referred
to dis the law of contempt of
Parliament.

Now, Mr. Speaker, I intend bto make
a case in connection with
transactions that have Ltaken place
over the past week or so din this
hon. House which, with evidence
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that I will present, will show
that somebody was misleading the
House. The case, I hope, will
show that that very contempt of
Parliament that I refaerred to
initially, will clearly dindicate
that, because of +the actions I
will outline that took place, the
privileges of members of this hon.
House have indeed been breached
and are always breached when
someone does not tell the truth in
response to questions.

When I am finished, Mr. Speaker, I
bhelieve you . will have no
alternative but to determine that
the matter dis of such a serious
nature as to antitle the
subsequent motion, which I am
prepared to make, to take priority
over Orders of the Day; in other
words, a prima facie case exists.
As you know, Sir, this 1is pointed
out 1in Beauchesne as well, the
Gixth Edition, page 12, paragraph
26, subsection (3). It 1is not
your responsibility to rule
whether or not there is a point of
privilege. We do not expect you
to. That 1s not your job 1in this
particular situation.

You will also see, Mr. Speaker, I
believe, that this is not a
dispute as to the facts. This is
not a difference of opinion. The
facts are found clearly in
Hansard. As Beauchesne Says,
again 1in the 8ixth Edition, page
13, paragraph 31, there are
outlines there of many examples of

what does not constitute a
question of privilege. The

example I will present to you, I
beliesve you will clearly see, does
not fit dinto paragraph 31, and
that 1s fFor a very good reason,
because our example does fit as a
question of privilege.

Mr., Speaker, 1n addition, 1if one
reads the House of Commons
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Journals, June 19, 1959, pages 582
to 586, you will see that where a
member's actions are brought into
question a specific charge must be
made . I just want ko assure Your
Honour that I will fulfill that
obligation. I dintend to conclude
my presentation, as il must
therefore, with a specific charge.

Laest one might thing that this 1is
not a matter for the House Lo
consider, I refer you to Sir John
Bourinot, his parliamentary

procedure reference book. Hon.
members opposite probably never
ever heard of him. The Fourth

Edition, 1916, pages 135 to 140,
clearly indicates wmany facets of
electoral propriety have of Len
been examined by the House, and
there are also many examples 1in
Beauchesne's Sixth Edition, pages
19 and 20, paragraphs 64 to 70. 1
refer hon. members to that as well.

Now, Mr. Speaker, what I shall try
to do ds simply present the case
and the ‘evidence. I will wot
complicate it. I will be prepared
to table any of Lthe information
that Your Honour might reguire
but, as I said, most of it is
already contained in Hansard.

On June 5 1in Hansard, page 2338,
the bottom of the page . My
colleague, +the maember for Burin
Placentia West asked a question of
the Minister of Works, Services
and Transportation. I will not
read the entire question but I
will read the pertinent part. "My
gquestion now is has gouvernment
already made a decision to cancel
the second ferry Ffor Bell Island,
and has an MC been dssued to that
effect? Yaes or no." That was Lhe
question.

Answer : The hon. the Minister of
Works, Services and
Transportation: "Mr, Speaker,
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no." That 4s the first bhit of
evidence,

Oon June 7, two days later, the
member for Burin - Placentia West
again asked a question, and the
question had to do with the
issuing of an MC, and the member
talked about the credability of
the minister being at stake here
for a very good reason. Here, din
part, was the question: "Does an
MC exist with dtems on 1t dealing
with the approval for the first
ferry For Bell Island, the
cancellation of the . second ferry
for Bell Island to recover the
funding, and was setting up @&
committee to operate the Fogo
Island ferry service? Does an MC
exist, " he repeats, "cancelling
the second ferry far Bell Island?"

That answer by the minister was

extremely evasive, I am sure all
members will recall 1t. He did not
say anything. He talked about

Minutes of
confidential.

My colleaque asked a subsequent
question. "Now, Mpr ., Speaker,
laying it on the table, 1s there
an MC existing cancelling the
ferry services?" Mr . Gilbert:
"Mr. Speaker, no." So twice the
minister said no, there was no
such MC,

Now, Mr, Speaker, referring
members to Hansard of Wednesday
past, June 14, Page 599, the
Premier responded to a question
from the Leader of the Opposition
on the same matter, I just want
to refer to the last part of his
question. Refaerring to the MC,
the Premier said: "It directed
that there be no further work done
by Marystown Shipyard with respect
Lo a Further Faerry" for Bell
Island. That was in Hansard of 14
June, two days ago. And the date
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Cabinet . heing

of the MC, which dis probably
pertinent, too, was May 23. That
is wvery dmportant in putlting it
all together.

So, the evidence dis there, Mr,
Speaker. Clearly, the Premier has
cantradicted what the Minister ~of
Transportation said. Anybody who
would shake his head and say, 'No,
it dis not clear,' must bhe looking
through rose-coloured glasses or
fogged-—-up glasses, or something.
The evidence is there.

Now, Mr. Speaker, 1f Lhe evidence
I Jay before you with respeclt to
what 1s saild in Hansard 1is not
enough, then it ds dmporlant Lo
krow what Lhe people outside
perceive. That is extremely
important, too, hecausze we are
talking about the dintegrity and
character of the House,

n vestaerday's edition ofF The
Evening Telegram Thursday, 1%
June - din a story written by Pat
Doyle, referring to this
particular dssue, he clearly says,
referring to the member for Burin
- Placentia West a couple of days
aqgo asking Mr. Gilbert 1iF there
was a Minute-of--Council stopping
any financial comnitment related
to a second ferry, and the writer
goes on to say, "Mr. Gilbert said
there was not." The Premier, M.
Wells, said, "The gqovermnent's
position dis to proceed now with
construction with one ferry for
Bell Island, to look at the option
of providing some obher mmeans of
providing a second ferry without
the commitment of a major capital
expenditure." He goes on to say,
"The government has decided 1t s
not going to have the Marystown
Shipyard build it right now."

So, Mr. Speaker, there clearly is

not a difference of opinion, there
is, clearly, a contradiction by
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the Premier of what his minister
had said in the House earlier.

So, in my humble view, Mr .
Speaker, this dis a very serious
matter. I think the evidernce is
clear. The minister has misled
this House, in my view, and has
reflected negatively on the

honesty, integrity and character
of the House and has shown a high
contempt, therefore, of the
privileges of the House.

I want to conclude by providing

Your Honour with two final
parliamentary references, -which
will mak e it clear. Members

opposite may Find it humourous,
but I assure them, it 1s not
humourous. It is a very serious
matter.

Beauchesne, Sixth Editdion, Page
20, Paragraph 69, and I quote:
"The Speaker has reminded the
House, 'It 1s wvery dimportant...to
indicate that something can be
inflammatory, can be disagreeable,
can even he offensive, but 1t may
not be a question of privilege
unless' — and I repeat 'unless' -
"the commment actually impinges
upon the ability of Members of
Parliament to do their job
properly ., '" And, in this
instance, the answer received by
my colleague, the member for Burin
- Placentia West, in my view, does
just that.

Finally, the most telling
reference, Your Honour,
Beauchesne, Sixth Edition, Page
25, Paragraph 927, which I would
also like to read for Your Honour
and read 1into the record: "The
Speaker has stated: "While it ds
correct to say bthat the governmnent
is not required by our rules to
answer written or oral questions,
it would be bold to suggest that
no circumstances could ever axist
for a prima facie question of
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privilege to be made where there
was a deliberate attempt to deny
answers to an Hon. Member, if it
could be shown that such action
amounted to dmproper interference
with the Hon. Member's
parliamentary work.'" Clearly, if
a minister misleads the House and
gives an dimproper answer, that
impinges upon the hon. member's
ability to do his job.

So my opinion, Mr. Speaker, is
that this 1is exacktly what has
happened in this instance.

I thank Your Honour and I thank
hon. members for their indulgence
in allowing me to present Lhis

case, I have done 50 wikh
numarous references. I have done
so with ewvidence. I have made &

charge, as required, and <should
Your Honour rule Lthat the matter
is serious enough to be debated,
in other words, that I have made a
prima facie case, then I am quite
prepared to move the appropriate
motion.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hor ., the
Leader.

Governmentl House

MR. BAKER:

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Before I get to a Few of things [
have to say about this, I would
like to say to Your Honour Uthat in
Beauchesne, G6th Edition, paragraph
27, page 12, 1t says: "N question
of privilege ought rarely to comne
up in Parliament." That: A
genuine question of privilege is a
most serious matter and should be
taken seriously by the House." I
would remind Your Honour that
there have, 1n my experience 1in

the House, bean questions of
privilege raised. There dis one
mamorable incident whern & prina
facile case of a guestion of
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privilege was established to the
satisfaction of His Honour and was
dealt with in the appropriate
fashian.

I have listened to arguments and
read arguments concerning points
of privilege. But, Your Honour, I
have to say if this is an
indication of the kind of thing
that the Opposition House Leader
is going to do for the 1ife of
this Parliament, and raise points
under the guise of privilege that
are so obviously shallow and so
obviously do nok exist, Your
Honour, we are in for & rough time.

Now, I do not know if this is done
simply to hold up proceedings, or
if  the Opposition House Leader
simply does not understand the
concept of privilege. There is no
concept. The hon. gentleman sat
in the Chair, where Your Honour
sits now, for a number of years, I
do not know how Jlong. He sat here
as Government House lLeader Ffor a
while I would have thought we
would understand that a question
of privilege, according to
Reauchesne, ought rarely Lo come
up in Parliament, but already this
is the second one that we have had
in & very short time. By 'rarely'
they mean 1t oughk to come up
perhaps once every numher of
years . You do not run into points
of privilege because they are very
seriocus matters.

I would start, Your Honour, by
agreeing that 4if the action of a
member dinterfers with a member
oppasite and prevents him from
deing his duty as a member of this
House, then that d4¢ & serious
matter, lLet us examine the
situation and see how anybody's
privileges were interfered with.

The issue in question, M,
Speaker, has Lo do with an MC. I
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would like to go back over the
history of that.

On Monday, May 29, the first time

that this issue came up, the
member for Burin -~ Placentia West
asked a question of the minister
in Question Period. He asked,
"whether it was his decision"
meaning the minister's - "the

decision of the Premier, or the
decision of the Cabinet to renege
on our position and have
Newfoundlanders unemployed and Uthe
people of Bell Island waiting for

a ferry service?" Now this was
from Hansard, page L57, May 29,
1989. The answer by the ninister
ig  significant "I will tell the

honm. member that the decilsion was
made, the decision to provide the

Ferries For Bell Island is
there. " No question. "W
recognize the Fact that a

commitment was made to provide one
Ferry, which we have already giwven
a contract for. As to the second
one, 1t 1is under study - and Uthe
commitment was there = Then
during other proceedings 1in Lhe
House, and not during Question
Period, the member for ARurin

Placentia West in  one of  his
spaeeches referred to - and this is
just later on the same day, May
29, 1989 - this particular
incident in Question Period. The
paragraph does not make sense 1F
yvou read it out. "And I hope, I
say to the Ministeaer of
Transportation, Mr. Chairman, that
the Government have struck down
the MC that dealt with putting two
ferries to Bell Island, will he

giving the people' - and it should
be, I believe, will not be giving;
there 1 something leflt out - will
not 'he giving the people of Baell
Island an adequate ferry
service, ! So there we I~ e Lo

issues, providing Lhe farry
service and the direction.
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Then later on, on June 1, Mr.
Speaker, and this was during
Question Period, the same wmatter
was pursued, and the question from
the hon. the member for Harbour
Main. The member for Harbour Main
got dinto the fray at this point.
His question was: 'Will the second
ferry, as announced by the
previous administration, be built
for the people of Bell Island? If
it is going ko be built, when will
it be built? Will the minister
tell us?' That was his question.

MR, SIMMS:
That 1s not relevant.

MR, BAKER:
I will say to the Opposition House
l.eader that it is very relevant,

The answer from the minister was
as follows: ‘As to the ferry, Mr.
Speaker, we made an announcement,
as 1is well known, and I an sure 1if
the member had listened to the
press last week, when I made the
announcement about the building of
the ferry that is presently
starting construction in
Marystown, I made a commitment to
the people of Bell Island that we,
in this govaernment recognized the
need for a second vessel for that
run, and that we would be making
an announcement 1in due course as
to when this ferry will go into
construction. I assure the hon.
member 1t 1is in good hands. Have
no fear, we are going to look
after 1it.'

Then later on the same day, in the
same Question Period, again in
response to a question from the
member  for Harbour  Main. The
minister replied 'I have told the
people of Bell Island, and I tell
Lhe member here today, we are in
the process of considering, and we
made a comnitment to them, that
there 1dis going to be a second
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ferry for Bell Island.

Then there dis another exchange
which I will not quote, ik 1is not
relevant.

Now, Mr. Speaker, up Lo the point
in question, the exchange in
question, and this 1s the key
exchange, it has been established,
up to that point, that the
minister in his press staktements,
which I have not quoted from here
but he referred to them in his
speeches, in Question Period the
minister has made clear a couple
of things. He has made clear tho
Fact that one farry is 0w
starting construction in Marystown
specifically designed for the Bell
Island run. One ferry. e has
further made the point thalt a
second ferry will be provided for
the people of Bell Island, Lhat
there will be a second Bell Tsland
ferry.

MR. TOBIN:

Did you approve it? That ds the
issue.

MR. BAKER:

So two points: One ferry is being
built; there will be a second
ferry For the Rell Istand
sarvice. Then the question fFrom
the member for Burin Placentia
West, 'My question now 1is has

and this is referring to the
saecond ferry fFor Bell Island. if
will read the whole question, just
SO I will not do im any
disservice. The question from the
member for Burin - Placentia West
is: '"The wminister had said on

July 1 that there is going to be a
second ferry for Rell Island.'

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
On June 1.

MR. BAKER:

On June 1, I am sorry "There 1s
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going to bhe a second ferry for

Rell TIsland. He has Jjust now
reconfirmed what he has bean

saying, ... My question now is has
government already made a decision
to cancel the second ferry for
Bell Island?' And the answer, Mr.
Speaker, was no. It was a totally
truthful answer.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. BAKER:
It conformed with everything the

minister had praviously said.
There is going to be a second
Faerry, The second ferry for Bell
Island was not cancelled, My .
Speaker. We keep saying 1t over

and ouer and over again; the
second ferry for Bell Island has
not been cancelled. And we have
explained the alternative.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. BAKER:

Now that was the question, the
second ferry for Bell Island, and
it has not been cancelled, there
is going to be a second ferry for
Bell Island, there 1is no doubt
about that. We are examining the
ways of doing it.

Now, I know that members opposite
have another point to make here.
I know they have another motive
here in what they are doing. But,
Your Honour, I would say to you
that I can, by no stretch of the
imagination, ever conceive that
what the Minister of Works,
Services and Transportation told
this House and told the people of
Lhe Province was anything but the
truth. I cannot conceive of how
this can ever -

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!
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MR. BAKER:

- be dnterpreted as preventing
members opposite from doing their
parliamentary duty. It cannot be
interpreted that way, Mr. Speaker,
and 1t has to be, according Lo
Beauchesne, an interference with

members carrying out their
parliamentary duties. It has to

be. This is very straightforward,
Mr. Speaker. Members opposite can
still do their parliamentanry
duties. The Minister of Works,
Services and Transportation heas
told the truth all the time.

Now then, the Premier dindicated
that there was a specifFic MC in
existence and I believe he quoted

the date or whatever. fhat MC
outlined exactly what the Minister
of Works, Sarvices and

Transportation had bean Lelling

this House for two weaks.

He said there was no MC.

It was exactly what the minister
has been telling this House for
two weeks .

SOME HON. MEMBERS:

Oh, oh!

MR. BAKER:

Members opposite, Mr. Speaker, I
do not believe are dinterested dn
the truth. They are idnterested in
helding up the proceedings by

bringing up a question of
privilege, Mr Speaker, that.
should never have arisan, [t is
so shallow and <o indefensible
that it 1s shocks me. IF this s
what we are going Lo sec for the
next couple of  months in this

House

MR. RIDEOUT:
You sit back and take 1t,
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MR. BAKER: -
Now, M~ Speakar,
paragraph 31,

Beauchesne,

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Oh, ohl

MR, SPEAKER:
Order, please!

I would suggest to han. members if
a point of privilege is as serious
as we are saying it 1is, and I
think all hon. wmembers believe
that a point of privilege is
serious, then we ought to give it
serious consideration without Gthe
bantering and the babbling that I
am presently hearing. Tha Speaker
is trying to listen to the case
and to determine whether or not
there is a prima facie case, and
it 1s very difficult when I hear
the babbling and the bantering
that 1is taking place from both
sides.

So, would the hon. the House
lLeader continue, please?

MR. BAKER:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

I would like to refer to <some
paragraphs from Beauchesne.
Paragraph 21, page 13: "A dispute
arising between two Members, as to
allegations of facts, does not
Fulfill the conditions
of .. .privilege." In this case I
cannot see how there can be a
dispute of fact anyway, so it
would not constitute a point of
anything. The mindister has been
totally honest 1in everything he
said and there dis no interference
with the member's rights opposite.

Paragraph 24, page 11:
"Parliamentary privilege s the
sum of the peculiar rights enjoyed
by each House collectively...and
by Members of each House
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individually, without which they

could not discharge their
functions . " I would say to

members opposite, and make the
point to you, Your Honour, that
nothing has happened here that
prevents members opposite Firram
discharging their functions. They
have been told the truth  all
along. I have already quoted the
reference about the question of
privilege that should come up very
rarely. It 1is indeed a serious
matter and should not he used in a
frivolous way as apparently 1s Lkhe
pattern being established hy the
Opposition House leader,

Paragraph 92, page 25: "A valid
claim of privilege 1in respect Lo
interference wikth a Menber must
relate to the Member's
parliamentary duties." That is
just underlining the fact Lhat
there has to be some interferernce
with the rights of memhers
opposite to do their parliamentary
duty. I would say to Your Honour
that no such rights have been

breached. Everything Was done
straight and  aboveboard. Mhe
minister has very clearly

explained both in the House and in
the press exactly the situation
with regard to the Marystown
Shipyard.

There 1is one ferry being built,
and a second one will be provided
for the residents of RBell Island.
Where it comes from 1s a matter of
decision. It may dndeed be built
or it may involue & refikt of a
ferry that i¢ now in use somewhere
else 1in the Province. Maybhe we
will have to then build another
Ferry For that other area in the

Province. That has hbeen amply
described, Mr. Speakar. N Final
comment ; No second ferry fFor Bell
Island has been cancelled,. Thare

has been no decision to cancel any
second Farry For RBell ILsland.
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Rell Island residents will get
their second ferry, That was the
question the ministar was
answering at the time.

Mr. Speaker, there was obuviously
no point of privilege. This 1is
not the kind of matter that should
be brought up under privilege.
This is a very frivolous action by
Lhe Opposition House lLeader.

MR. SPEAKER:

I will take that under advisement
and come back with a decision a
little later, maybe today, maybe
on tomorrow, Monday.

Before getting into Orders of the
Day I would like to welcome to the
public galleries sixty
kindergarten students and their
teachers, Miss Doreen Williams and
Annette Moaoney, from Pius X School
here in St. John's.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:

I would also 1like to welcome to
the galleries a delegation from
the town of Gambo, 1in the persons
of Wilson Eastman and Mr. Peter
l.ush, in the historic district of
Ronavista North.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

QoQ

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon . the
lLeader.

Government House

MR. BAKER:

Mr. Speaker, I wonder, before we
get onto the order that has been
agreed on, 4if we could ask for
agreament on both sides of the
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House to deal with the resolution
that was presented by Uthe menber
for Stephenville because of some
urgency and some events that are
happening today. I would ask the
Opposition House Leader for leave
for the member for Stephenville to
speak to this resolution, ore
speaker from each side and so on,
the usual kind of arrangement
between sides. So I ask for leave.

MR. SIMMS:

Mr. Speaker, we have no difficulby
with it. We discussed it with the
Government House Leader earlier
and we recognize the dimportance of
the resolution. In fack, we on
this side several months ago Look
some  initiatives on  ocur own in
support of the group over there.
I halieve our colleaqgue, the
memher For Port au Port (M,
Hodder) will speak on our behalf,
following the membear For
Stephenville (Mr . A, Ay lward) .
Then I understand we will putl it
to a vote with no further dabate,

MR. SPEAKER:
Agread,

The hon. thae member for

Stephenville.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. K. AYLWARD:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

First off, I would like to thank
the House Leadar fFor the
government side, and the House
Leadear and the Leader of the
QOpposition for agreeing to give
some time to this resolution.
This dssue for everybody din this
House is, I believe, a
non-partisan iscue provincially,

and aven For that mattar, T
suppose, federally. It dis a very
iimportant l1asue For rnok only
No. 14 R719



Stephenville and Gander but also
for the Province when it comes to
transportation. On February 1,
1989, Air Canada notified the town
of Stephenville and the town of
Gander that they would he
withdrawing their service from
those two areas after forty years
of continuous service to the West
Coast of the Province and to

Gander International Airport.
This notification was given
without any notice to the

Government of Newfoundland and
indeed to the federal minister for

the Province, the hon. John
Crosbie. No notification W& S
given hy Adir  Canada, by their
board, oy by their Tocal
management of this decision. The

decision was made, I believe, as
many other people believe, without
any thought to the economic
conseguences that 1t would cause
to Stephenville, the Southwest
Coast and West Coast area, and
also to Central Newfoundland. The
airport in Stephenville has been
there for many, many years. The
Americans came in and there was an
agreement at the time to set up an
airport and an American base, the
reason being because of 1ts good
geography and so on, and strategic
location. Air Canada was the
first airline there. It served
for wany, many vyears and provided
an excellent service to mainland
Canada, wespecially important Ffor
the development of the local
economy on the West Coast. Much
of the cargo business, the fish
export business and so on, was
done by Air Canada up until only a
couple of years ago. Also, the
passenger connections were

excellent for creating business
opportunities. Companies like
Abitibi-Price and other maqjar

companies on the West Coast have
always relied on the Air Canada
Jjet service to mainland points to
be able to bring in their people
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and. attract developmaent

opportunities.

Mr. Speaker, today will be the
last flight Ffor Air Canada 1into
Stephenville and Gander. This
flight, as I said, has served for
many years and has provided a very
important econoinic link. A number
of efforts have been undertaken by
the government of Newfoundland to
deal with this matter, previous to

the election ' and after the
election. Those efforts by the

previous administration were very
much appreciated hy this menber
and, I am sure, by all members of
the House, and the former Minister
of Transportation. Thare was
money allocated in the Budgel to
do e@conomic studies, which will
now he undertaken to look at the

market for the Stephaenuille
airport, and so on. The reason I

also speak specifically about the
Stephenville airport 1is that Adr
Canada came 1in and announced btheir
withdrawal of service without a
replacement for bthe catchment area
For Stephenville and it was the
only airport left wikthout a
service. A lot of people in our
area have felt very Tlet down by
Air Canada, whose management, to
thisgs point, have refused to
consider holding the decisdion
until we could look at some obther

proposals or soine obher
replacement services. They have
refused to do so and have giuven us
very little thought. Tha

resolution, M, Speaker, sltates
that we would like the federal
Minister of Transport, the hon.
Benoilt Bouchard, to ordar Lhe
National Transportation Agency to

hold a public hearing Lo Air
Canada's decdision. This request
has been made by & number of
authorities from the Province. As
a matter of fact, on March 8 the
Town of Stephenville wrote a

letter to the federal minister.
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He has since refused to respond to
this Province's request for &
public inquiry or public hearing.

We are asking hiim today to
consider that. There have been a
number of representations made 1in
the last couple of weeks, again,
ko get him to respond.
Unfortunately, to this time he has
not.

The second part of the resolution
also asks that Air Canada, still
being a federal Crown corporation,
be ordered to delay the withdrawal

of sarvice or reinstate the
service - as of today it will be
gone -~ until the public hearings

have been completed. Mr. Speaker,
that is what we are asking, and it
would only be fair for that to be
done.

The National Transportation
Agency, which was born out of the
former Canadian Transportation
Commission, was set up to protect,
supposedly, rural areas of Canada
from national airlines, and so on,

wilthdrawing saervices in places
that are in desperate need .

Unfortunately, it  has not been
working, Mr. Speaker, and we are
asking the federal minister today,
as we have been doing for the last
three months, to intercede on our
behalf. The people of
Stephenville and the people of the
Province I think are entitled to
at least a public hearing, to see
exactly the ramifications of such
a move.

I would also like to say, Mr.

Speaker, that the federal
governmant have indicated that
they want to see Air Canada

privatized. I think that is nolt a
gooed move . Air Canada was set up
with a mandate Lo serve Canada,
East and West, and now they are
getting out of that, going along
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with deregulation and going whare
they want to. This is a result of
that, I feel. Be that as it may,
they have made their plans. We
are asking this House - I hope all
members will be on side, and I am
sure they will - ko ask the
federal government +o intercede on
the Province's behalf For tha
towns of Stephenville and Gander,
because we think it a vary
important matter that should bhe
dealt with.

I appreciate your time. Thank you.

SOME_HON. MEMBERS:

Hear, hear!

MR. IODDER:

Mr. Speaker.,

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. the member {for Port au
Port.

MR. HODDER:

M., Speaker, first of all, I would
like to congratulate Lthe member
for Stephenville for bringing in
this resolution. I nave baeaen
involved in this problem, 1
suppose you could call it, fFfrom
the very beginning.

I would 1like to start my remarks
by congratulating the Eown of
Stephenville, and in  particular
Mrs. Cheryl Stagg, who heads up
the Impact Committee din that area,
for the work they have done over
the past months.

Mr. Speaker, Stephenville, Port au
Port, the Bay St. George area, and
the whole Southwest corner of thisg
Province has bheen dealt a very
serious blow, because this 13 a
very important transportation
link, and with the Jloss of Lhis
transportation link the economy of
the area will be drastically
effected.
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First of all, Mr. Speaker, it is
not only passengers e are
thinking about here. We can get
out of Stephenville, we can get to
St. John's, we can get to the
mainland. One of the big problems
with this flight is the fact that
it had a large cargo capacity, and
that the main industry in the Bay
St. George area, the Abitibi-Price
mnill are on record as saying that
this will affect their ability to
be able to work, because veary
large pieces of equipment come in

at very short notice. In my own
district, the fish plant there,
Connors Brothers, a national

company, has said that one of the
reasons that they are situated
there 4is that they can fly fresh
fish out of Stephenville. And
there are many other companies on
the Southwest Coast who use this
service to fly fresh fish to
markets, not only in Canada but in
the United States. As well, Mr.
Speaker, the various large
companies situated in the city of
Corner Brook, particularly il
believe one company which deals in
heavy equipment at the present
time, offers same-—-day service,
which was for components all over
the West Coast of +the Province
where there 1is heavy equipment.
This will pretty well put an end
to this particular service.

Mr. Speaker, there is more Lto 1t
than that as well. Stephenville
has a very long runway. The only
flights that are landing in
Stephenville at the present time
are the Dash-8 prop type
aircraft. These aircraft do not
need as much runway space and,
therefore, in the winter time not
as much of the runway will have to
be cleared. So, Mr. Speaker, 1if
we do not maintain the jet
servyice, then our airport will not
be able to be an alternate to
Gander. fs maembears are aware,
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Stephenville has beaen the
alternate to Gander For SOme
time. Goovse Bay cannolt be the
alternate to Gander because many
Fastern Block airlines cowme 1into
Gander and Lhey could not he
rerouted to Goose Bay because of
the activities in Goose Bay. As a
matter of fact, the thinking is
that if the Eastern Block
countries have to use ancther
alternate, they will have to wuse
Rangaor, Maine, which means the
loss of money +to the country as
wall as to the Province.

Mr. Speakar, I ain proud to say, as
well, that when we on this side
were ovar there we gave, and T was
instrumental 1in  doing Ehat, Lhe
town of Stephenville some $215,000
very quickly once this happened,
and I believe that gesture in
itself will assure the member that
we on this side are totally in
favor of this motion.

Mr . Speaker, I understand Lhat
deregulation 1s there in Canada.
In some respects I agree with it
But, Mr. Speaker, we must in this
country take into account tLhe
large distances and the economies
of wvarious areas of the country.
It 1s not enough to say that we
are going to do this on a cost

saving basis. In order For this
country to be strong, all parts of
it have to be strong. That has

been said many, many times and
that goes for this Province. Rut
the Southwest corner of this=
Province has a very Fragtle
economy, and if this is allowed to
happen and we do not intercede and
do what we c¢an, then I fear for
many of the smaller indusbtries.
It is not enough Lo Say, My,

Speaker, that wa will losa
employees . It ds¢ a far great
thing than this. We  will be
losing much more than just Air

Canada employees. What we will be
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losing 1s a wvital transportation
link with the rest of the country.
So, Mr . Speaker, I certainly
support this motion and I can
assure members opposite that we on
this side support it and we do
hope that we can see a resolution
to this problem,

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER (l.. Snow):
Is the House ready For the
question?

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Ready!

On motion, the resolution carried.

Orders of the Day

MR. BAKER:
Order 2, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Green Bay.

MR. HEWLETT:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker,

A couple of years ago, The Globe
and Mail did an editorial on

Newfoundland politics and
politicians, gspecially with
regard to those who change their
political allegiance. As there

were a substantial number from
many parties, the paper 1in its
editorial referred to politics in

Newfoundland as a "moving
business'. It 1s too bad, Mr.

Speaker, that same paper does not
do a similar analysis of Liberal
promisaes and policies. They would
find them hard to pin down .
Again, a moving hbusiness. or, I
guess from our point of view in
Opposition, a moving target.
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For nearly fifteen years I served
as a political aide to the P.C.
Government, and I listened to
Liberal criticisms of our
government, and Liberal promises
if they were elected. I listened
to them call us c¢ruel and callous
as restraint measureas become
necessary during the recessicn of
the early 1980s. They said they
would be different. "Fleck a
Liberal Government and our people
will get everything they want,
more jobs and lower taxes,' A1l
we had to do was get rid of the
cigars and the limousings and the
Province would, 1like magic, bhe
made whole by the Liberals, They
are making her whole, Mr., Speakaer,
a whole lot worse!

Mr. Speaker, the economy in this
Province 1s 1in no shape For an
increased tax burden, I
anything, the economny cauld do
with a little simulation,
Instead, we get a $90 million tax
grab from a cold, clinical
government. Remembear what the
Liberals wused to say about Lhe
sales tax, Mr. Speaker? Raduce
the sales tax and stimulate the
@conomy. I remember it. Well,
Mr. Speaker, we are lucky we did
not get an increase 1in the sales
tax. Parents with large children
got a 12 per cent increase in this
budget, and just about every other
tax and fee was raised.

on education: Mr . Spaaker, T
remember going up to the
University, to the Thompson
Centre, to Wednesday lunchtdime
political Forums . The Liberals

acted like Liberals din those days,
Mr. Speaker. Rumour had it that
Lhe Unidversity Administration
Forbade the students to  butter
their bread on those Wednesdays,
because in those days butter
melted at Lhe sight of Liberals.
The Thompson Centre cafeberia

s
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saved money on electricity and
sugar during those days, Mr .
Speaker, because 1in those days
Liberals were all sweetness and
light.

So what did the Liberals do when
they got elected? They raised
tuition fees 10 per cent. That is
what they did, The next time a
Liberal goes to the Thompson
Centre he will see lots of
buttered bread, because, I will
tell you, Mr. Speaker, it will not
melt any more. The post-secondary
students of this Province were
sold a bill of goods; +they were
misled in the Thompson Centre and
shafted in the budget.

Let us look at hydro rates, Mr.
Speaker, I remember our party
being hamnered every time hydro
rates went up just because of
inflation. Now, din addition to
inflation, Newfoundland Hydro has
been asked to absorb a 1 per cent
guarantee fee, plus Lthe phaseout
of the Power Distribution District
subsidy. This will cost Hydro
tens and tens of millions over the
next Few years. Newfoundland
Hydro will only absorb these loses
until the next rate hearing and
then the people will have to
absorb them. I have talked to
people who understand both the
concepls and the calculations
involved here, Mr. Speaker, and
they tell me the citizens of this
Province are in for at least a 15
per cent rate hike over the next
two or three years,

Given everything the Liberals have
said 1in the past, Mr. Speaker,
this dincrease is a betrayal of the
ratepayers of the Province. The
crowd who wanted to put out the
lights at Sprung, will be putting
them out din the houses of poor
people across the Province. The
Liberal colour is red, Mr .
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Speaker, and, vyes, the people are
seeing red.

Look at the Private Sector
Program, Mr . Speaker, a very
popular program with the small
business sector in this Province.
The Liberals said the P.Cs lhad
megaprojects on the brain. "'Small
business was the way of the
future,' they said. People
working at real jobs and in real
Newfoundland small businesses Was
what the Private Sector Program
was all about, So why axe it, Mr.
Speaker? A subsidized job is
better than no job, so why take
away bthe subsidy when you have notk
put another program in its place?
What are the unemployed to do in
the interim? Marie Antoineltte
told them to eat cake. I guess
Lhe Premier would have them eatl
Meech.

What about women, Mr. Speaker? We
are supposed to be Conservatives,
yet every single advance in the
Field of the Status of Women in
this Province is due to us.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. HEWLETT:

The Throne Speech and Uthe Rudget
Speech gave token reference to
women, and now they Lthreaten Lo
take away the Occupational
Integration Program. Funding Lo
the arts comnunity was cut back,
Mr. Speaker. I gquess all those
Newfoundlanders coming home from
the mainland will bring us back
some arts and culture, so we will
not have to be stupid and silly
anymore .

Health care, Mr. Speaker: Closing
hospital beds for the Sunmer was
playing dice with people's lives,
but, Mr. Speaker, these days bthe
Liberals are allowed to gamble.
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They had no problem closing two
hospitals on the Burin Peninsula,
Mr. Speaker. I guess that is only
gambling with the well-being of
PCs. That is fairness and
balance, Mr. Speaker.

The Health Minister said yesterday
that i1t was okay for people to use
an air ambulance for shopping
trips to St. John's, while
refusing to fund a cancer
screening program. That is
compassion, My, Speaker. The
Liberals promised the moon and the
stars. What did we get? We got
the soon and the nars, Mr. Speaker
- 'some tings will be done soon,
and nar a ting 1s going to bhe done
right away.'

In the district of Green Bay,
Harry's Harbour got nar a bit of
pavement. Triton got nar a water
system, Grand Bank and St.
Lawrence got nar a hospital. The
private sector got nar a program,
and my park got nar a comfort
station.

Take the Cabinet, Mr. Speaker -
yes, please do take the Cabinet -
fifteen dynamos that are supposed
to turn the Province on its ear.
So far all they have done is turn
the Province upside down and shake
the money out of the people's
pockets.

AN HON. MEMBRER:
You are not allowed to read that.

MR. HEWLETT:
Copious notes, Mr. Speaker.

Mr . Speaker, the Premier is
supposed to choose his Cabinet
from the elected Assembly, but it
appears he was somewhat short of
talent. We have one Minister of
Development din +this Assembly, we
have a Minister For Employment 1in
this Assembly, and now we have
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five more of the same from the
university. For Lthe first time,
Mr. Speaker, we are hiring our
ministers from the public at
large. So much for downsizing the

Cabinet. So much faor saving
money. Dr. House must he a brave
man. He 1s not heading & Royal
Commission this time. He has Lo

make more than recommendations
this time, Mr. Speaker, he has to

produce results. He has to
produce jobs, he has Lo create
economic activity, and if he

fails, the Liberal Government
fails. This Commnission is
supposed to be autonomous and has
NLDC as dits private bank. I do

hope that +the pressure on it Lo
succeed will not cause 1t ko wield
its power heavily, to  bend  the
rules to the point of Dbrealking
them to show partisan Favoritisn
or any of the other faulks bthat
are so comnon with bodies with
power .

In setting up this Commission, the

Premier has abdicated his
responsiblity to unelected
persons. The Minister of
Development has abdicated, the
Minister of Employment has

abdicated, and that is one way Lo
downsize your Cabinet, Mr. Speaker.

Of course, given the way the
Premier has a tendancy Lo pro-—-empt
his ministers din this Chamber, one
could say that the Cabinet has
been downsized to one. Be it one
or fifteen or twenty, Mr. Speaker,
there are only but a few good ones
over there. It reminds me of the
American military recruiting
slogan, 'The Ffew, the Proud, the
Marines.' I am also reminded of
the imnortal words of Winston
Churchill after the battle of
Britain: In terms of taxes, nevar
have so many owed so much to so
few. And, M™Mr. Speaker, 1in terwms
of positive action, never have so
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many owed so little to so few.
I thank you.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Placentia.

MR. HOGAN:

Mr. Speaker, first of all, before
I go into my second maiden speech,
I am sad to see that my pudgy
friend from Burin - Placentia West
is not present.

MR. WARREN:
He will be back.

MR. HOGAN:
No, he is gone. He quit when he
heard I was getting to my feet.

I would like to Lhank those
members of the House and those
employees of the House of Assembly
who extended sympathies and wishes
Lo the Hogan and McCormack
families on the loss of my sister,
in particular the Premier, who
honoured her name by expressing
publicly the sentiments of members
of the House and the staff.

I would also like, Mr. Speaker, to
recognize the sympathies extended
by the member for Humber East who,
I believe, was probably her former
bhoss and was very kind din her
remarks and sentiments privately.
I would like to thank her for that.

I would also, Mr. Speaker, like to
congratulate yourself and your two
colleagues on your election to sit
in judgemaent over us in our
conduct. I do not enuy vyou your
task. Al times, it 1s like beling
the keeper of a zoo. However, I
wish vyou well and can assure you
of my co-operation, even though I
am on a short leash. I have the
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Party -Whip behind me to keep me in
control, and it dis difficult at
times.

MR. K. AYLWARD:
Fuen with a girdle.

MR. HOGAN:
'"FEven with a girdle,' he says.

I would also like to comment on
the service of my predecessor, Mr.
Patterson, who served in this
House for fourteen vyears, albeit
it of different political faith.
He did tender fourteen years of
service, and I wish him well in
his retirement.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. HOGAN:
It was with some difficulty, Mr.

Speaker, that we sat |here For
three or four days, I think it was
something like $ix hours,

listening to the member for Grand
Bank. I would probably call him
the Minister of Repetition,

But din his address yesterday he
did catch my attention Ffor about
twelve or thirteen minutes, and T
would like +to reiterate what he
saild in his comments on recreation
and sport. It would augur well
for any government Lo heed his
words, bhacause For Ehal twelue
minutes of his entire six hours,
Mr. Speaker, I thought he was most
sincere and did have good
arguments on behallf of most of us
getting dnto fitness, particularly
my Ffriend from Mount Pearl, myself
and other members over hera,

SOME HON. MEMRBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. HOGAN:
I can realize your difficulty, Mr,
Speakear, at times, and
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particularly your colleaque, the
member  for Bonavista North. I
notice every now and then he gets
caught up dinto who 1is the House
Leader and who 1s the lLeader of
the Opposition. We, in this
corner here, for didentification
purposes call them Jleader number
one, leader number two, and number
three, number three, again, being
my good friend for Mount Pearl
who, I must say, I worked with
these last couple of days and I
found that work very interesting,
very constructive, and I was
amazed - not really amazed,
because I have known him for some
time. Sitting on the committee,
particularly with the hon. member
for Mount Pearl, 1 found it very
educational. I think he
transforms when he comes to the
House, he puts on his rhetoric
suit. But when he goes to the
comnittee, he gets sensible.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. HOGAN:
He is even wvery kind. He dinvited
the committee to hold their next
meeting in Deer Park. We
considered 1it, but we could not
afford it.

Another dssue, Mr. Speaker, canme
up yesterday and was brought to
the floor by the member for St.
John's East, the dssue of the
cancer research program. There is
no one who realizes better than I
the dimportance of such a program,
and I caution her and her
colleaques not to treat 1t as a
political ditem, but as something
which must be brought into the
health program.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. HOGAN:
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It 1is something which must be
introduced dinte our health care
program in Lthe Province, and be
done with caution and with
sensibility, and done properly and
done right. I am not trying bto he
rhetorical in saying that. I know
the value of 1t and I know what it
can do and what it cannot do from
a layman's point of view, I anm
not as well versed as my good
friend, but I caution them,
Yesterday, Mr . Speaker, I Was
sickened when I heard my friend,
the member for Humber Fast (Ms.
Verge), cry across the floor at

the Minister of Health, 'How inany
women are going to  die?! How
sick! Probably she was caughlt up
in the frustration and frenzy of
the discussion, but i Lhink

members should be more caubtious
when speaking about such sensitive
issues, issues sensitive to not
only the women of the Province hut
to all pecople of the Province. T
would respectfully request all
members of the House to treat Lthat
and other such sensitive subjects
with the respect they deserve,

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. HOGAN:

I also sat in the House and
listenad to a number of ny
colleagues, on both sides, Lalk
about the fishery. I will not
dwell on 1t, because people who
are a lot more articulate and
knowledgeable on the subject than
I am addressed it very well. T
think all who spoke +to the idssue
had wvery good points and we were
on the same track. I do not think
there 1s much difference in our
opindions, I think the differences
lie in how a fishery program is
going to be addressed and
implemented. I would say, Mr,
Speaker, that I found it wvery
interesting and very educational.
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Probably I should not say this,
coming from Placentia PBay, but I
do not know all that much about
the fishery, and I will leave it
to others in the House to address
this all-important matter,
something which is the backbone of
our economy, the backbone of our
future and must draw the full and
equal support of all members of
the House.

I would 1like to welcome Dback iy
good friend, the member for Grand
Falls, Leader number two. I hate
standing in the House without him
being here to listen to wme. In my
early days, wmy first days in the
House, he was very conscious of us
down here in this corner. I think
it was the hon member for Torngat
(Mr. Warren) who dubbed us with
the naimne Hogan's Haeroas, of
course we have to have a few names
for those fellows over there.
Like members opposite, we here
discuss every now and then -

AN HON. MEMBER:
(Inaudible).

MR. HOGAN:
No, no. Warren's Warts,

I did not make up that name, it
was my supporters here. So I
guess you might see a tag team
match one of these days, between
Hogan's Heroes and Warren's Warts.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. HOGAN:

But I do not want to get in the
ring with my good friend, the
member for St. John's East Extern
(Mr. Parsons).

MR. MURPHY:

There would not be enough room,
for one thing.
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MR. HOGAN:
There probably would not be enough
room.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:

Hear, hear!

MR. HOGAN:

We have been in the ring side by
side actually, a number of times,
but on some of the streets a hbik
below where we are now, and we
fared very well, I think.

I was interested also in speaking
of the fishery. In the member's
address on the fishery he spoke as
a man who came oulb of & boal. I
think I mentioned in my polibtical
campaign in trying to get electe

to Lhis Housea, and [ Lried
successtully, apparently, that
what amazed me in going throughout
my district was that the fishermen
in their own way were saying much
the sane as I am hearing here in
the House. I think in one parb of
a petition or a rescolution that
was presented here 1n the House
was the assimilation of
information inko a bank, or into a
computer, or into a central file
dealing with the fishery. And, T
still ask the same guestion, how
many people, how many scilentists,
how many whoever, really listen to
the Fishermen and catch that
brainpower, that dinformation, that
knowledge they have of the
fishery. I would say the Minister
of Fisheries we have now is
probably the most qualified person
in fisheries matters Lo ever sit
in this House at any time.

SOME HON., MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. HOGAN:

I think even the other side will
concede that. He has no easy
chore. But I also remind him, and
I +think the Premier addressed it
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somewhere in speaking to one of
the resolutions, about having such
a collection of dinformation. I
say to you, T think the fishermen
have to be considered. The member
for St. John's Fast Extern, the
Minister for Flatrock, he has to
be listened to. What he has as

input, and what his fellow
fishermen have as input has to be
listened to aleng with the

scientists and other experts in
that particular area.

A little bit about my own
district, Mr. Speaker: I think
probably the most significant
thing in  the district at the
moment apart from the fishery,
and, I guess, equal to the fishery
at this particular time, ds the
closure of  the plant at long
Harbour. Two hundred and ninety
people, I think, 1is the number
given of those being put out of
jobs, but there are a lot more.
At any given time, any day of Lhe
week, probably except Sundays, you
will find anywhere from 350 to 400
people working at that site not on
direct payroll of A & W, but with
contractors and other people on
the site. A trucking firm here in

St. John's makes their entire
living on 1it. There are offices

in Donovan's Industrial Park that
operate solely on the business
they do at Long Harbour. The l.ong
Harbour plant is a very integral
part of the economy of this
Province, and certainly of the
Avalon Peninsula. Its employees
work throughout Placentia Bay, in
Trinity Bay, as the speaker knows,
in Conception BRay down in my hon.
friend's district, everywhere.

AN HON. MEMBER:
Not in mine.

MR. HOGAN:
I think everyone wants to get on
the bandwagon down at this end
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this morning. Rut, they are
making a good contribution. Theay
have learned dndustrial skills and
industrial discipline, and Lhe
discipline of  just living and
getting along with others. Thay
have been there for 20 years,
They are on councils, they are in
fire brigades, - I was going to
say thesy were in the Girl Guides,
but they are not they contribute
to every organization, the social
fabric of the community. I think
it is up to all members of this
House to encourage government to
leave no stone unturned to address
that problem.

Now, Long Harbour is not the first
time that such an acononic
catastrophic thing hit our area.
Airgentia phased down in 1969 and
that also affected the S ame
communities, the same arcea, and
there was very little done. There
was an Argentia Task Force which
I, din  time, came to call the

Argentia Task Farco; it did
nothing. It did nothing! It was

in existence for a couple  of
yvears, and there was not very much
done since to recaognize the
potential of the development of
Argentia. I certainly hope that
the Long Harbour thing does not
follow the same route. Argentia
is gitting out Lthere, as my good
friend from Mount Pearl can atltest
to. I must say, when he was the
pertinent minister he did pay
attention, a 1ot more Lthan other
people who are around in  that
day. It has potential as a port,
and I have been trying to sell it
for years as a port. It has a
harbour, it has an airfield.
Except for the Argentia access
road, which my good Friend, the

Minister of Transportation, is
going to fix up next year For me
in i1ts entirety - I Hope he is not

here to deny me. But anyway, he
is going to look at it.

No. 14 . R72%9



MR. DOYLE:
The roads (inaudible).

MR. HOGAN:

Yes. That was going to be
implemented 4in 1991. I think, it
has been moved up a year, thanks
to the minister over there, who -
I do not know if he is nodding in
the affirmative or if he 1s going
asleep - is agreeing.

The area of historic Placentia has
much to offer to the tourist
trade. Oon that I will tell a
little story on tourism I told the
Minister of Development the other
night at the Estimates Comnittee
meeting. There 1s a house 1in
Placentia called the O'Reilly
House, once owned by the Famous
Magistrate O0'Reilly of Placentia
district. For four years the
local Historic Society worked on
that particular house and not one
single shekel, not a penny, not a
dollar went into that project from
the Province, not a dollar. It
was done by people working on the
so—-called LIP grants or Canada
Works projects or whatever you
want to call +them, or training
programs, and volunteer work, Mr.
Speaker. I say to the Minister of
Development and the Minister of
Municipal and Provincial Affairs

I had some discussion with the
Minister of Provincial Affairs on
it -- that there has to be
something in the budget, when they
get around to it, to address
valuable tourist attractions 1like
that.

I visited the site, as a matter of
fact, with some people just last
weaek who camne over here from the
U.K., from Scotland. They were at
the 011 Show, and they wanted to
visit Argentia which they did. It
was one of these days, Mr .
Speaker, when you could not see
the length of the car, so they did
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not get to see very much, and it
was one of these days when
Argentia showed dits value for the
fimericans; they wert there, I
guess, to hide in the fog.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. HOGAN:

I did not mean that in &
derogatory fashion.

AN HON. MEMBER:
Then why did you not tell us?

MR. HOGAN:
Keep your wit to yourself.

Rut, Mr. Speaker, the point T was
making was that although they lost
interest 1in Argentia, 1 took Lthem
to the 0Q'Reilly House and they
were fascinated that a small jewel
could he in  the middle of a

comnunity, not promoted, not
supported, and ot the me in
atbtraction, of course, 1t  was
only open a week and people were
really flowing through it. These
visitors from Scotland took

pictures, and when they lefl the
district, Mr. Speaker, they wera
talking more about the tourism
than they were about the port of
Argentia. I argue with anyone
that probably the future of the
Placentia dintertown area resbs in
the tourist industry. With Marine
Atlantic dncreasing their activity
into Argentia, hopefully with a
year-round service visitors to
this Province will come and wvisit
the Placentia dntertown area and
stay, and leave their butts behind.

As a matter of fact, this lilttle
project, which has no input
provincially at all, is N ow
employing Five people full-time
for the Summer, four students and
one adult, the kind of packages we
probably should be getling more
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and more dnvolved 1in. I 1look
forward to the Minister of
Development and the Minister of
Provincial Affairs paving the road
to soine sort of fiscal
responsibility to be directed
towards such projects throughout
the Province.

I would suggest, Mr, Speaker, that
each and every district, each and
every little town in the Province
has points of dnterest which can
attract many, many tourists.

Though Airgentia, My . Speaker,
employed many, many
Newfoundlanders, 1t went down the
tubes. When it went down the

tubgss, one of my pet peeves, since
realizing 4t some eight or nine
years ago, 1s that many of the
people who terminated over there
and who went into retirement, some
of these people have been deprived
af benefits.

As you are well aware through the
press, and so on, I have been
urging the federal government and
the minister responsible, the
Minister of Health and Welfare
(Canada), to become more and more

involved. these people were
deprived of those benefits because
of the negligence of their
employer in instituting such
things.

Another part of my district, Mr.
Speaker, the Western end of it,
which borders on your own, relies
heavily on the fishery. That was
articulated earlier in this
session, The fishery is very
important to the community ot
Southern Harbour, very dimportant
to the communities of Fair Haven
and Little Harbour, and even to
the comnunity of Long Harbour,
where there are still a good many
fishermen,
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An dinteresting statistic T might
throw in here related to the Long
Harbour plant is that out of the
107 families din Long Harbour, 109
people were employed at the plant,
probably some of them gone dnto
retirement now.

But, Mr. Speaker, the fishery is
very important ta Southern
Harbour, Little Harbour and Fair
Haven. I am sure Lthe Minister of
Fisheries recognizes tLthe dnshore
fishery as being the lifeblood of
those three communities, which
depend wholly and solely on the
inshore fishery; there is no other
work for them. It is Ltherefore
yery dmportant For the people in
that part of my district that the

fishery succeed and Lhat this
government do everything it can in
promoting the fishery anc
listening to the inshore Fishermen.
Thore is, Mr . Speaker, o
example, a fish plant 1in Little

Harbour. I an not sure if [ have
it  right, because I am still
digging into it, but the fish

plant there, I understand, i
owned hy the Province. [ do not
know if it is ownecd lyy the
Department of Fisheries or  the
Department of Public Works, or by
whom, but it is ownad by

government; they are paying the
light bill and paying For the

upkeep of dit. That plant has beean
empty now for threae or four
years. The fishermen 1in Little

Harbour would like to wuse that
fish plant and cannot get to it
As a wmatter of fact, during glut
times, when the fish plant ds

lying there darmant, thay are
throwing away their cod and other
fish. This 1s an itemn which the
Minister of Fisheries is Nnow

addressing, and as soon  ags  the
House becomes less hbusy, we hope
to wvisit there and gslb to Lhe
hottom of just where it stands. 1

No. 14 R731



think the licence for it is bheing
held by a group who do not even
live in the district, who actually
live far away from the district,
and we cannot even find out - at
least, I cannot at the moment,
because of other circumstances -
just what the disposition of that
Jicence 1is and how it would apply
to the people of [ittle Harbour.

Fair Haven, Mr. Speaker, 1s a veary
small community, very remote from
the Trans-Canada, has twelve
kilometers of highway, eight of
which are paved, four unpaved. I
am looking forward to my good
Friend, the Minister of
Transportation taking care of that
over the next couple of years.

I also suggest to you, Mr .
Speaker, that the very dimportant
caplin fishery means a lot to the
livelihood of the people of
Southern Harbour, Little Harbour
and Fair Haven, the three main
fishing communities. Ak this time
of year, the caplin season, they,
like other people, cannot find a
market for their fish. Again, 1
leave that to the people who are
more articulate, and I am under
the guiding light of my good
friend, the Minister of Ficheries,
who was also, at one time, the
federal member for that riding.
He will guide me and bring success
to that part of the district. We
are going to bhe visiting it very
shortly, Mr. Speaker.

In closing, Mr. Speaker, it dis an
hornour for me to be a member of
this House and to be associated
with the gentlemen I have worked
with to date. Again, I go back to
what I said earlier, that I think
we should address +the business of
the country and the business of
the Province in a sensible,
businesslike Fashion, and he
cautious when we address sensitive

1.732 June 16, 1989 Vol XLI

subjects in the manner in which we
do.

Thank vyou, Mr. Speaker, for your
tolerance, and I wish you well in
your future endeavours.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:

Before I recognize Lthe hon. the
member for Mount Pearl, I would
like to welcome to the gallery Mr.
Gary Renouf, President of the

Chamber of Commarce in
Stephenuville, and Mr. Ray Mclsaac,
Chairman of the Lang Rarige

Community Futures in Stephenuville.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. the member for Mountl
Paearl.

MR. WINDSOR:

Mr. Speaker, first of all, in
relation to the dssue that we

debated earlier briefly, Adr
Canada pulling out of
Stephenville, let me add my

support, since I happened Lo be in
Stephenville on the day that that
was announced and there was a
great public meeting held, as my
colleague opposite will recall,
and M. Barrett, in fact, the
former Minister of Developmnent and
Tourism, and I were bolth there
taking part in the graeat
democratic exercise which WA S
going on at that time. We baoth
took the opportunity to attend
that great public meeting, which
was A very emotionally charged
meeting, one, obuiously, which
showed c¢learly the enotions and
the concerns of the people in Lhe
Stephenville area, and we hoth
spoke and supported the efforts
that the Committee and the people
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of Stephenville and area - were
undertaking. I took the
opportunity to point out at that
time the implications of Air
Canada pulling out of Stephenville
are far-reaching, indeed I had the
day before spoken with some people
in Port aux Basques, who will lose
very, wvery much from a financial
point of view because of exchanges
of fishing crews from Nova Scokia
to vessels operating out of Port

aux Basques, for example. There
was one individual alone,

basically he operates a taxi or a
small transportation bhusiness, who
was going to lose, he estimated,
at least $20,000. That 1s Jjust
one dindividual I had bhappened to
speak to. S0 the implications of
Adr Canada pulling out of
Stephenville are far more widely
ranging than just the dimplications
on the people of Stephenville and
Corner Brook. And I realize the
emotions between Corner Brook and
Deer Lake and Stephenville, but
let me assure you that the people
of Corner Brook are totally onside
with the people of Stephenville in
this particular venture. They
nead that service as well, and I
think they indeed could be brought
onside as a good ally.

Mr. Speaker, let me deal with the

budget for a few moments, First
of all let me say that this budget
will certainly go down in

history. It will be remembered as
the one singular budget in history
that totally lacked dingenuity and
imagination. Absolutely no  new
mechanisms, no new concepts, no
initiatives to try to deal
realistically with the problem
with which government was faced.
And [ appreciate the problem that
this government faced when 1t came
into office, and did not have a
great amount of time to deal with
it, I will give them that.
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The Premier misleads the House
when he says that when he cane to
office they were facing a&a $90
million deficit. Yet he also says
that +there was nothing done in
prepatring the budget. They had to
start from scratch. Well, My .
Speaker, that was absolutely and
totally untrue, There was a
tremendous amount of work done.
What the Premier was referring to
was that we had taken the budget
to the stage where we were now
coming to the hard decisions. ALl
the easier decisions were made,
all of the smaller cuts within
departments were made, all the
bhleeding had been dons at the
Treasury Roanrd level, and L
Planning and Priorities lewel, and
we now  were faced with making
those final decisions dealing with
the $90 million deficit that we
had at that point in time. Mat
is nolt to say that there was going
Lo be $90 million deficikt, bhut wea
had to make those decisions that
were remaining, And that 1s what
the government did.

And I would say, Mr. Speaker, this
hudget, as  we found in  going
through the Estimate Commitlees,
that not a great deal was changod

within the departments; very
little was changead ol these
particular subheads in Lhe

departmants. Again, [  say thoy
did not have a lot of time to deal
in great detail, but I did not <scee
a lot. In fact, some of the
departments alimost appeanrad
exactly as if we were debating our
own budget. There may have beoen
one or two things changed here and
there, but they did deal with some
of the wmajor items, obviously.
And what they did do solved their

$90 million problem y
iinplementing $95 million of

increases in taxes, and by taking
$40 wmillion in addition to that
out of the pockets of people who
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pay electrical rates in this
Province,

That is how they solve their
problems. That is the imagination
they show. They had a problem so
they made a great, huge tax grab.
That 1is the bottom 1line in this
budget, Mr. Speaker. Then they
attempted to blame all of their
financial problems on the federal
government. I have never seen a
budget speech that took four pages
to lambaste the federal government
and say that everything that
happened here dis Dbecause of the
federal government.

Mr. Speaker, 1if you look at the
pie chart that dis din the budget,
you will find that the percentage
of revenue, where the money comes
from, from the federal government
has decreased by less than 1 per
cent, just slightly over 1 per
cent. Forty-six point zero per
cant of the total budget last year
came from the federal governnent,
and 44.8 per cent this year comes
from the federal government .
Now, how, 1in light of that - this
is right on the back of the
summary, and it 1s in the budget
documant itself - could this
government stand up and say that
therefore all of the financial
problems are because of cutbacks
in federal financing? Mr .
Speaker, that 1s a cop-out of the
first order.

Let: us look at the sorts of things
that were done. First of all, and
foremost, Mr. Speaker, it dealt
with taxation on children's
clothing. Now, this was the most
heartless mechanism that they used
in  this budget. They say that
that 1is going to take $5 million
out of the pockets of tltaxpayers.
I will tell you, Mr. Speaker, that
removing that exemption on
taxation on children's clothing

L734 June 16, 1989 Vol XLI

will take $14 million off the
backs of young people in this
Province. That d4s how much they
have raised from that measure.
The total dincrease in retail sales
tax will be $40 million. That is
how much they are gaining.

MR. BAKER:
Wraong.

MR. WINDSOR:

It is absolutely true, and I will
daocument 1t 1f the President of
Treasury Board wants me to because
I can do it, I have it. He can
sit there and say, 'Wrong,' all he
wanks but he cannot change the
facts. The facts are there.

Mr. Speaker, I agrce there was &
problem with that mechanism of

giving exemptions on clabhing
using +the MCP card. I can give

you a list of abuses . Me
minister and the President of
Treasury Roard hauve their
examples, I am sure, and everybody
in this House has seen abuses of
that tax exemption. There ila
nothing that upsets peopla mora.
It is not taxation, it 1s people
abusing taxation, people getting
away without paying their taxes.
There is one thing I learned 1in my
time as Minister of Finance and as
Prasident of Treasury Roard, that
it ds not taxation, 4t ds fair
taxation that is important.
People who gel away fromn taxes hy
manipulating the system, that is
what people are concerned about.
People did not like going into a
store and seeing somebody else
passing out their child's MCP
card. I know of one example of &
businessperson in this c¢ity who
had a suit tailor made for himself
and gave his son's MCP card and
got an exemption.

I, myself, when I was Minister of
Finance, doing my one-day shopping
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a year, just before Christmas,
buying some clothes for my wife,
the young girl asked me, "Do you
have a child's MCP card so I do
not have to c¢harge you tax?"

There were at least twenty people
standing behind me. This poor
girl obviously did not recognize
me . She did not recognize me and
I said, "My dear, you are just
giving me a short trip to
resignation, and, no, I will not
do that." I reprimanded her and
told her.

The President of Treasury Board
shakes his head pacause he
estimates $5 million that he would
be losing. I will tell you I
disagreed with the officials and I
provead them wrong . You were
losing at least ¢$14 million, and
that could be conservative,

What I would have done, Mr,
Speaker, though, 1s not take the
$14 wmillion from the children, I
would have dropped retail sales
tax a nickle, 1 per cent. It is
approximately the same amount as
what you would have made.

On clothing you could have done
this. You could have dropped the
retail sales tax on all clothing
to 8 per cent. That 1s what I
would have brought into this House
were I reading the bhudget Gthree

weeks ago, sales tax on all
clothing of 8 per cent so that
everybody is heing treated

equally, but without taking more
money out of the pockets and off
the backs of children. That 1is
what has been done by this bhudget.

PREMIER WELLS:
Would the member permit a question?

MR. WINDSOR:
Absolutely, as long as I am given
leave aflterwards.

PREMIER WELILS:
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Would the former minister explain
why he would do that when he read
the budget last year?

MR. WINDSOR:

Because, Mr . Speaker, I Wa
appointed Minister of Finance, I
think on January 27 of last year,
and I brought in the budget about
a month later. We did not have
the analyses, The Minister of
Finance dis not here, but I ask him
to check with the oFficials
downstairs. I ask him to check on
his desk, because when he walked
into his office there was a binder
on his desk af analyses ol
possible tax measures. A binder
about that thick that was done,
and I left it there. I wish the
heck I had taken it wibth me now.
It was very useful dnformation,
But I left it there. What it was
was after we went through that
budget exercise last year, and the
Leader of the Opposition's
guestion is al valid one, M,
Speaker, every Lime 1 questioned
the officials as to what would
happen 1if we did this, they would
say we do not have the data, we
nead to check that out, we have to
monitor that over a period of time,.

You ask the Deputy Minister of
Finance, and he will tell you that
the day after I read the RAudget
Speech last year, 1 walked in and
sald, "Now we start next vyear's
Budget Speech, All of those
questions I asked that you did not
have the answers for, next year
when I ask you, you had better
have them ready." And he did, to
his c¢redit, and did 1t well, Tt
is an excellent document. Maybe
the Premier has seen 1k, He nods
his head. Maybe he has seen bthat
document. It was a good document
that gave you some sound
information to make good financial
decisions on. It is there in the
department. That is why I did not
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do it last year, becauss I did not
have the information to do it on.

Now, Mr. Speaker, the next big
item, and the government tried to
hide it away as not being a tax
grab but it 1s, 1s on hydro rate
increases. Thirty million dollars
will be added to the cost of
electricity in this Province
because government is no longer
going to subsidize PDD.

You could say that the $30 million
previously was paid by government,
therefore it came out of
taxpayers' pockets. Indeed it
did, and 4t ds still going to.
But you have not lowered the taxes
by $30 million and said, "We will
cut back on sales tax or personal
income tax by $30 million and we
will eliminate that subsidy on
PDD, and you will pay the same
amount of money through your
electricity rates." You kept your
$30 million in taxes and added
another $30 milliion through hydro
rates because of PDD, and another
$10 willion by charging Hydro a
guarantee fee on the funds that

this Province guarantees for
hydro. I considered that Tlast
year. I Jlooked at it and asked,
"What for? Tt is another tax.
It is a clever way to try to hide
$10 million. The government in

the Budget Speech said we are
going to ask Hydro to absorb this
and maybhe they can absorb it this
year, But that is being
misleading, too, hecause hon.
members opposite, and the minister
knows full well, that Hydro 1is
controlled by the Public Utilities
Board. When they go to & hearing,
be it this year, or nexk year

In fact, they are going in three
months time. They have to go.

PREMIER WELLS:
No .,
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MR. WINDSOR:

They are not? You cancelled
that. You do not need 1t now
because you have another $40

million coming in. Rut when theaey
do go, all of these things will be
reflected in the application to
the Public Utilities Board, and
electricity rates will dincrease,
and Newfoundlanders will pay $40
million a year: $20 million ©this
year, $30 million next year and
$40 million the following year,
because you are phasing out Lthe
PDD  subsidy. Anyway vyou can cut
it, there d4is an additional $40
million coming out of the pockstbs
of rate payers fFor eleciricity and
that 1s a tax by any obher nane,

Mr. Speaker, That 1s precisely
what it is. It amounts, by Lhe
way, to $80 for every man, woman
and child in this Province.

Fighty dollars a year, $320 for a
family of faur, $25 a month on the
average for every home din  this
Province. That is what blalk
increase 1n hydro rates means, $25
a month.

AN HON. MEMBER:

There will be screams.

Yes, they will hear the screams.
But they will ga through
Newfoundland Light and Power, and
it di¢ a clever way to suck %40
million out of the people. That
is about the only dmagination that
this budget shows . It showed
imagination on how to get $40
million out of the people. I was
impressed.

Now, Mr. Speaker, 1t goes wilkthout
saying, this 10 percent dncrease
in tuition fees! Mr. Speaker, I
will not spend a lot of Ltime on
this, hecause this government will

live to regret Uthat. The young
people of this Province will let
them know what that means. There

1is a quiet revolution buillding up
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out there among Lthe students of
this Province, the post-secondary
students. This government will
get the message in due course, In
due course, excuse the pun, but
this governmant will  get the
message from the young people of
this Province of how they feel
about that 10 percent dincrease in
tuition fees.

Mr. Speaker, the government took
another $10 million on tobacco
taxes. Tobacco, liquor, these are
the easy things to put taxes on,
particularly for those who no
longer smoke, such as myself .
There 1s nothing worse than a
reformed smoker and I am one of
the worst. And, I do not nind
admitting it.

PREMIER WELLS:
You are very self-righteous,

MR. WINDSOR:

I amn very self-righteous when 1t
comes ko smoking. I recognize an
individual's right to smoke but
not to blow it down my lungs.

The Minister of Finance, Mr .
Speaker, stood din his place and
said, smokers 1in this Province
must bear a fair share of the cost
of health care in this Province so
he takes $10 million from them.
But he also takes $3.5 wmillion
from the people of St. Lawrence
and Grand Bank, the people of St.
Lawrence have the biggest lung
problem, and have experienced the
biggest lung problem in the
history of this Province. Why
could he not take $3.5 million of
those $10 million that he took off
the lungs of smokers and help the

people of St. Lawrence and Grand
Bank, Mr. Speaker? There is the

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!
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MR. WINDSOR:
Now, Mr. Speaker, percsonal dncome

tax. Let me refer to a little
article - God help me, I am
quoting The Sunday Express, may
I be forgiven. I read an
editorial by Mr. Wangersky. I do
not have the date on 1t. Yes,
October 5, 1988. My secretary was

alert enough to stamp the date on
the back. It 1is called 'Chasing
business away.' It says, "You
cannot attract business by making
it more expensive to do business

here than anywhere else. Taxes
and transportation costs mnake

Newfoundland the most expensive
place in Canada to make a living
in business.' Now, nothing could
be Eruer. I agree antirely, Yol
this government has, in its Throne
Speech, the message thalb says we
are goint to attract wmore business
to this Province, we are going to
put emphasis on small business in
this Province, they shied away
fFrom the megaprojects, and  now
they are coming back and saying
Lhese are pretty important things,

you know. They have now started
to realize that wmaybe the big
opportunities here e the

Hibernias of the world and the
Lower Churchill, if the Premier
does not scuttle 4t, these sorts
of things. And, the NATO BRase in

Goose Bay. These are the
megaprojects that Ccan hauve

significant economic dimpact N
this Province. They have started
to waffle a little bit now .,
Before, never mind the hig
projects. That dis not the way to
develop this Province.

AN HON. MEMBER:

They are falling apart over Lhere
in only six weeks.

MR. WINDSOR:

They have cstarted to take back
water on that, as they have aon
just about everything else. So,
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to do that, what do they do?

They increase personal income
tax. They are going to take
another $20 million oulk of the
pockets of Newfoundlanders and
lLabradorians, 62 per cent now of
the federal rate. We thought that
60 per cent was the point of no
return, that is dit, we cannot go
past 60 per cent, that is & magic
number and we should never go
apast 60 per cent of the federal
rate, but now we are gone Lo 62
per cent. Mr. Speaker, I stood in
this House a year ago and defended
the fact that we were not the mmost
highly taxed people in Canada. At
that point 1in time we were 1.02
per cent of the national average
ocverall taxation when you consider
municipal taxation, health taxes,
school tax, and all the rest of it
we were 1.02 per cent of the
national average . Saskatchewan
and Quebec were much higher than
us ., Recause of subsequent budgets
and subsequent tax dncreases we
slipped down to about 99 per cent

of the national average. This
government has now put us back up
again - I +think 101 was the
number 1in the budget. They have
now put us back up again. They

did not 1like us being second or
third. They wanted to get us out
in front again as the most highly
taxed province 1in Canada and they

have succeeded, Mr. Speaker, and
succeeded very well. They stant

up as I did and say, well, taxes
might be high but we are not the
most highly taxed. No, M
Speaker, but we have the Jlowest
ability to pay because we have the
lowest per capita income so that
is a cover-up. That 1s the fact
of the matter.

Gasoline tax, Mr . Speaker, I
cannokt believe that the Minister
of Development - oh, he dis gone.
He went sneaking out again. I

cannot believe that the Minister
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of Development would he part of
increasing the gasoline tax. With
the efforts that he spoke about,
and spoke so eloquently in the
Fstimate Committee two nights ago,
and I think with a lot of
sincerely, I think he really wants
to do something For the tourist
industry in this Prouvince and how
he c¢an be part of a government
that increases personal income
tax, that increases corporate tax,

that increases taxation on
gasoline, on clgarettes, on

alcohol, all of the things, Mr.
Speaker, that dimpact on a Lourism
package . When & tour operator in
the United States 1g pubting
together a tour package he locks
at two  things. Obviously, Lhe

cattractiveness of the package and,

secondly, the coskt. Cav he market
that package?

We have one disadvantage dnherent,
Mr. Speaker, and there 1s not that
much we can do about 1t, unless
government wants to address it,
take the bull by the horns, and
eliminate the transportation costs
of getting to Newfoundland,
because that is our Irig
impediment. People from all over
the world come to see Atlantic
Canada because the government of
Canada markets Atlantic Canada.
They will not do any marketing for
a province per se, but They have
broken Canada down dinto regions.
The hon. chicken down there knows
what I am talking about. They
have broken Canada down into
regions and the region that they
market 1s Atlantic Canada. If you
go to any of the embassies around
the world you will see literature
on Atlantic Canada. They do a
good job of pronoting tourists Lo
come to Atlantic Canada, and they
will Fly into Halifax
International Alrport, and Lhey
will go to Prince Fdward TIsland
and they will go to New Brunswick
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and see Nova Scotia. And they say,
'"Newfoundland is a bhit far away
and it is a bit expensive, we have
s@en thrae out of the four
Atlantic Provinces so let us not
bother,' and we lose out every
time . I am glad +to see the
Minister of Tourism back. That is
why every time this Province has
to do its own marketing. Tourism
is still part of the Department of
Development Rural, Northern

Development and anything else that
happens to be around that nobody
else will take.

SIMMS .
lLost 1in 1.DC.

MR, WINDSOR:
Lost 1in LDC.
that.

Oh, I am coming teo

So, M, Speaker, whaeneavear a
tourist operator is putting
together a package with Atlantic
Canada, he will now be scared away
because of the cost of gasoline,
because of the taxation on Food in
restaurants -~ 12 percent 1is a
negative dmpact because of the
cost of cigarettes, alcohol, all
of these things, because of tax on
rooms, on gccommodation, which
some provinces do not have I ask
the Minister of Tourism to address
this over the coming year. If he
is ever dgoing to develop tourism
in  this province, we have to
address that dinequity. It is a
clear, c¢lear disadvantage that we
have trying to compete, we have
enough difficulty now in competing
because of our geographical
location and the cost to get here.

Mr, Speaker, then there were $4
million taken on driver's licenses

and registrations. I guess you
had to take it somewhere. And

there was a range of other fees,
and they did not spell those out.
I happen to have a list of some of
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those fees, not this year's
unfortunately. I have nokt gotten
this year's, my mole has not given
me the l1ist for this years.
Watch out! The mole <1s probably
going to be shot.

But I do have a list of the
proposed fee increases Lhat  we
looked at last vyear and rejected
most of them, although e
implemented a couple Tlast year.
This vyear it does nolt tell us,
just says a wvariety of fees will

be dincreased and permits will be
increased. We will find out. L
saw the Liquor Licensing RBoard,
for exanple, had to bring in - T
stand to be corrected - I think
$300,000--$400,000 extra on poermilbs
and Feas. Identification For

young people, Mr . Speaker. L
suspect that I.D. cards will go up
for vyoung people, $5 will go up Lo
$10. A one-shot deal but again,
on the backs of young people who
go in to get an ID card Lo prove
they have now reachsed legal age.
These are the sort of sneaky
little things that are laced

throughout this budget,

The sneakiest of all, Mr. Speaker,
we ddentified in the Estimates
Committees. It jumped out at us
as we started looking through
subheads . I said that most of the
subheads did not appear Lo be
changed too much from what we had
drafted up beftore Lthe change in
government . But the one which s
very obvious, Mr. Speaker, i1s in

Purchased Services and
Professional Services. These are

easy ones to cut, too, hecause
there are no jobs involved, there
are no idndividuals out there 1n
the community who are expechking to
get a certain block of money and
now all of a sudden are nolb going
to get their block of wmoney, so
yau can do that painlessly

except when you have to go do the
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joh. I am concerned For the
Minister of Development because he
and I share the same concern for
development in this Province.

I said to him the other night in
estimates, I am concerned he does
not have the money there to hire
the professional consultants and
get the studies done that he will
need to get done in order to help
people develop this Province. He
will not have what he needs. All

through every department - I have
checked it - Professional Services

and Purchased Services have been
cut down. So I am concerned about
that because I think that these
were Jlegitimate expenditures. I
am more concerned, Mr. Speaker,
hecause we will see where they are
when the Ffinal revised Figqures
come 1in din next year's budget. I

would suggest to you that
Purchased Services and
Professional Servicas will be
right back up where they schould
have been. So all it is is

manipulating the numbers in the
budget.

They probably cut $5 million or
$10 million off of the projected

deficit by doing that, $50, 000
here, $100,000 there, $200,000

somewhere else, and maybe more.
These consultant votes were quite
substantial and they are fairly
expensive pieces of business. Rut
I will say to you, Mr. Speaker,
that they will, indeed, spend that
money because they will have to
spend the money, and then it will
be, "Oh, it was a study we did not
khow we had to do." I can see
proliferation and the Special
Warrante coming into this House
over the next twelve months .
These hon. ministers will @at the
words that they said when they
were over here saying, "What are
all these Special Warrants
about?" They will have to bring
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in Special Warrants to do some of
those things.

How am I doing for time, Mr,
Speaker? Have I got +ten minutes
left:?

MR. SPEAKER:

Two minutes.

MR. WINDSOR:
Two minutes?

Well, Mr. Speaker, let wme address
the Economic Recovery Team. Now,
here 16 a prime subject, the
Economic Recovery Team. The
Premier makes great to-do abouk
the fact that he has reduced his
Cabinet. Both 1im  quantity and
quality, Mr . Speakar, he has
reduced his Cabinet. AUl he has
reduced the numbers in Cabinet to
fifteen.

AN HON. MEMBER:

Pe nice.

MR. WINDSOR:
I am being relatively nice.

'Reduce the numbers in Cabinel to
fifteen and save all this monaeay.'
My . Speaker, have a look at the
ministerial wvotes in this budget
and see how much money 1s heing
saved by eliminating a number of
ministers. It is not there.

A minister's salary is about
what? Thirty thousand dollars a
year a minister receives over and

above his sessional pay. About
$30, 000, I think, a minister
receives . So he eliminated five
or six ministers - that ig
$150,000 Lo $180,000 - and on some
staff he might have saved
$250,000, being generous. So he

takes $3 wmillion and hires five
more ministers and calls them an

Economic Recovery Team, He gives
them a free hand. They do not
No. 14 R74.0



operate under the auspices of
Cabinet. They do not answer to
Cabinet. They do not have to go in
every Thursday morning and answer
for their actions. They do not
evan have to answer to the
Premier. He says, "They will
answer through me bhut they have
autonomy so they do not have to
explain to me  what they are
doing.' Do they operate under The
Public Tender Act, Mr. Speaker?
Will they hire their staff through
the Public Service Commission or
is this a blank cheque for $3
inillion Far administrative
purpcses that we have given these
five people and paid themn $75,000,
instead of $30,000 for the
Commissioners, and we do not know
yet how much the Chairman is
receiving. Has anybody heard
that? I have not heard yet his
figure, but I understand 1t 1is
$75,000 for the Commissioners. A
$3 nillion budget. Now, he says
he eliminated five ministers. He
put in fFive super-ministers.

Where does the Minister of
Development stand now, Mr .
Speaker, that his mandate has been
taken away from him and given
carte blanche to an Economic
Recovery Team who answers to
nobody, who does not answer to
this House? What dis his mandate
now and how will he dinteract with
the Economic Recovery Team? Where
do his officials stand? He has
some extremely capable people 1in
the department. I know them well.

They are extremely capable,
professional people, technical
people, giving him good advice.

Is this Economic Recovery Team now
going to hire engineers and
economists? Is that what 1is going
to happen now? We are going Lo
duplicate all that.

What is the
Development now

Department of
doing? What
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happens now when an entreprenaur
comes to Newfoundland and says, 'I
have $300 million that I wanlb to

invest in this Province'? The
Minister of Development SAYS,

‘Well, that is lovely but T cannok
talk to you. Go see Dr. House.
How do we deal with that, Mr.
Speaker?

What mandate does Lhe Economic
Recovery Team have to access
financing programs that fund, that
attract entrepreneurs to help thaem
put together the whole financial
package? And how does thalt gelb
back into the Department of
Finance and to Lthe Minister of
Finance, who has the ultimate
responsibility ir governmant
guarantees are gqoing -to required?
And we know the Premier's position
on government guarantees. The
Minister of Development Ltold me
the other night, well, you know,

we have to Usa govarnmant
guarantees, How do we altlbract

industry? How do we help industry
if we do not guarantee some loans
for them? And we know the Premier
says, well, maybe we will not
honour  them. So  dndustrialists
are shaky now about applying far
guarantees from this govermnent,
because they do not know. The
financial community 1s shaky.
They are not SO sure Lhat a
guarantee from this govermment is
werth the paper it dis written on
any more. That 1is how Lhey are
proposing to develop this Province.

There s the situation we are
faced with, Mr. Speaker., Where
does an individual go when he or
she wants to make an investment in

this Prouvuince that will create
economic activity, that will
create  jobs, that will perhaps
develop S 0IMne of the untappaed
resources of this Province? And

the Tourism Industry 1is probalbly
one of the greatest untapped
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resource in this Province at the
moment.
These are questions, Mr. Speaker,
that obviously -

MR. SPEAKER:
I remind the hon. membher that his
time has elapsed.

MR. WARREN:
By leave!

MR. WINDSOR:
Can I get dinto one more topic?
Can you give me five minutes?

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Ry leave! Ry leave!

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
No leave!

MR. WINDSOR:

No problem, Mr. Speaker. T will
have another swipe at him another
day.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR, SPEAKER:

Bafore recognizing the hon,
Minister of Social Services, I
would 1like to welcome to the
gallery thirty-five Grade IX
students witkh their teachers,
George Adams and Ray Chipman, from
St. Peter's School 1in that great
community of Upper Island Cove.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Social
Services.

MR. EFFOQRD:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker,

I had a great speech prepared for
this morning, but I realize now

L742 June 16, 1989 Vol XI.I

that we have something else to do
in the House. The hon. the House
Leader has asked me to adjourn the
debate for today, 50 I will
present my great speech on Monday
afternoon.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Shame! Shame!

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the
Leader.

Government House

MR. BAKER:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

We will all wait in great
anticipation. I appreciatba the
fact that the minister does not
like to get two or three minutes
into something and then have to
stop, so  we will thinking all
weekend about what we are going to
hear Monday in debate,

Mr. Speaker, at this time I woula
like to ask for leave of the House
to revert Lo Statements by
Ministers. There 1s a statement
that should have been made &
little earlier but was not ready.
Members opposike have a copy of
the statement, and it refers to
something that had to be done by
this weekend, I have discussed it
with members opposite, and we are
asking for leave for the minister
to make his statement now and have
the usual response.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:

Agreed.

MR. SIMMS:

I have seean a Copy of bhis

statement and e are just
absolutely delighted to have the
opportunity to respond to i1t. We,

obviously, give leave.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Education.
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DR. WARREN:

Mr. Speaker and members of the
House of Assembly. I apologize
for the slight delay in making the
statement, but I had one other
meeting to conduct this morning
and that wmeeting has 1led me to
make this statement.

After careful consideration and

cooperation by the Labrador
Community College, by Memorial
University and other government

departments, I am delighted to
announce today the dimplemenation
of a First-Year University Program
for Labrador West in January, 1990.

S0ME HON, MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

AN HON. MEMBER:
What a man! What a ministert
Welcome to the '90s.

DR. WARREN:
Welcome to the 1990s.

As you are aware, Mr. Speaker, on
June 1, I announced & delay in
implementing the First-Year
University Program in Labrador
West until September, 1990, After
that announcement, meetings were
held with various groups from
Labrador West, and a comnitment
was made by both the Premier and
by me to assess the feasibility of
other possible options that could
be pursued to facilitate the
introduction of the program at the
carliest possible date.

Mr. Speaker, based on a complete
review of the +time required to

procure and prepare adequate
physical facilities din Labrador

West and to recruit and hire
qualified teaching personnel, s
well as other support staff and
services for the region, it 1is the
collective view of government
officials, the University and the
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College, that January, 1990, s
the earliest possible date that an
acceptable gquality First-Year
University Program can he
implemented.

Mr . Speaker, by beginning Lhe
program in January, 1990, the
college - can of fer the First
semester from January to April and
the second semester from May to
August, thus giving students from
Labrador West the opportunity to

completa a full, First year
program in time to begin their
second year of studies in

September, 1990.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:

Hear, hear!

PDR. WARREN:

Mr. Speaker, din order to introduce
the program as early as January,
1990, rather than September, 1990,
as previously anticipated,
GOvernment will have to embark on
a fast track schedule that has

been recommended by its
consultants and receive Uthe Full
cooperation of the various
agencies and groups involved. I

am confident, Mr. Speaker, Lhat
this cooperation will take place
and I thank all parties in advance
for their efforts.

Mr . Speaker, work has already
begun on arrangements for
introducing the program, and, ewven
though we have given ourselues a
very tight timeframe by agreeing
to a January, 1990 dmplementation
date, both my officials and I are
satisfied that a quality program
can be operational in lLabrador
West by early January, 1990,

Thank you, Mr. Speaker,

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!
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MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the
Opposition.

Leader of the

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR, SIMMS:
Now, we will hear the truth.

MR. RIDEQUT:

Mr. Speaker, if 1t dis possible to
drink poison and be happy, the
government have just done it. The
government have been beaten and
forced into submission by the
people of lLabrador West, the
member for Menihek, and all groups
involved.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. RIDEOQOUT:
The minister himself, Mr. Speaker,
has been humiliated by the Premier

MR. SIMMS:
That is right. In the back rooms.
MR. RIDEOUT:

-~ 1in the back rooms, in front of a
delegation from Labrador West:
"But, Phil, why did you not tell
me +this? Phil, these are not the
facts that I was aware of."

Mr. Speaker, this 1is backwater of
the highest degree, but thank
goodness the government had sense
enough to make the right decision.

The only thing good that can be
said about this, Mr. Speaker, is
that this admission of failure
today on government's part does
not exonerate the Premier for the
commitment he made in Labrador
West, 1t does not exonerate the
minister for his commitment, it
does not exonerate the government,
it just shows & government that dis
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backsldiding and sends to the
people of Newfoundland and
l.abrador - watch them smile, Mr.
Speaker, as they walk past the
graveyard.

MR. SIMMS:
And squirm,

MR. RIDEQUT:
And squirm,

It sends to the people of
Newfoundland and Labrador a very
clear signal. I hope that signal
is  read loud and clear dn St.
Lawrence, and I hope it 1s road in
Grand Bank. It was read din St
Anthony, whan they forgol o
include St. Anthony in Lhe capital
works program.

MR. SIMMS:
Oh, that was just an error.

What about Corner Brook Fast?

MR. RIDEOUT:

In Corner Brook FEast the signal ids
this: Come in, beat-up on the
Premier, beat-up on Lthe minister,
kick-up a racket and we night
reconsider. That is what e s
happened here.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

The Speaker was out and I expect
this was a special concession. We
are now back to regular Orders of
the Day.

Has the Government House [eader
apprised everybody of everything
he warted to? Area thaere no
further announcements from Lhe

Government House leader?
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MR. BAKER:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Government House

Leader,

MR. BAKER:

Mr. Speaker, there 1is a request
from across the way about the
Committees on Monday.

The Social Services Committee will
meet here din the House on Monday
evening at 7:00 p.m. to review the
Estimates of the Department of
Social Services.

That is what was passed to me. I
had thought there was nothing
until Tuesday. However, I have

been informed that on Monday there
is that Social Services Committee
meeting, so I will advise hon.
members at this time.

Mr. Speaker, I move that the House
at dts rising do adjourn until
tomorrow at 2:00 p.m. and that
this House do now adjourn.

On motion, the House at its rising

adjourned until tomorrow, Monday,
June 19, 1989, at 2:00 p.m.
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May 5, 1989 - June 15, 1989 .

EXPENDITURE REPORT

Office of the Minister of Mines & Energy

Part A: Office Equipment, Personal Equipment, Furnishings and Photographs:

NUMBER ITEM PURCHASED @ PRICE
1 Desk Calculator Radio Shack 22.95
24 Photographs — Lane Photography 100.80
123.75

SUBTOTAL PART A

Part B: Travel Expenditures of Minister and Staff accompaniement:

DATE DESTINATION STAFF PURPOSE EXPENSES PRICE
May /26&27 Springdale 0 Mineralex 89  Travel (Air). 311.60
Guest Speaker Rental Fees (car) N/A*

Parking 3.00

SUBTOTAL PART B 314.60
Total Expenditures for this Reporting Period 438.35

-

* Invoice has not been remitted by Rental Agency to date.
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