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The House met at 2:00 p.m.

MR, SPEAKER (lLush):
Order, please!

Oral Questions

MR. RIDEOQUT:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER: .
The hon, the Leader of the
Opposition.

MR. RIDEOQUT:
Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker.

Now that details of the federal
assistance package to address the
fisheries crisis has been
announced, and in view of the fact
that the Premier and the
Government, particularly through
the Throne Speech -and the Budget
Speech, have dindicated that the
Province is prepared to
Financially assist in addressing
this major crisis 4in the fishery
as well, Mr. Speaker, could the
Premier tell the House whether the
Province will now be announcing an
assistance package for the fishery
that will be complementary to Lthe
federal package, the details of
which were announced earlier today?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Premier.

PREMIER WELLS:

No, Mr. Speaker, we would not do
such harm to the fishermen and
people of this Province as to
operate on the same basis as they
are operating. We have a
different concern. We have a
concern For an opportunity for
people engaged 1in the fishery to
seek alternative anployment
opportunities elsewhere, on a
voluntary basis if they want to do
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it We are not going to
participate with Lhe Federal
Government program of pressuring
people out of the fishery, as they
are seeking to do. We think it s
totally wrong.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon, the
Opposition.

Leader of Lhe

MR. RIDEOUT:

Mr. Speaker, I must say bto the
Premier the focus of my question
was 1s the Provincial Government
prepared to announce a package, a
complementary package - not  the
same package, their own package,
Will the Province use dits Funding
it had been prepared, it had said,
For quite some time, to inject Lo
help solve the fishery c¢r: 27
Will the Province use dts Funding
to announce its assistance
package, the focus of which will
be the Government's and the
Premier's, Mr. Speaker?

The hon. the Premier.

PREMIER WELLS:

Mr. Speaker, it 1s difFicult to
believe that anybody could bhe <o
ill-informed as Lo the real
problems in the Newfoundland
fFishery and the real concerns. Wea
put a proposal to the Federal
Government in respect of which we
have not vyelb had an answer. We
are still prepared to work with
the Federal Government to put that
proposal into effect. In the
conversations I had last night
with Mr. Valcourt, there were a
couple of areas where he is
prepared Lo hear further
representations frrom Lhe
Provincial Government, and bthat is
one of them. If they are prepared
to continue to work with us, we
are prepared to continue Lo work
with them. IF not, Mr. Speaker,
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Lhe Provincial  Government  will
have to proceed on dts own to
provide For diversification of the
@conomy of this Province without
Lhe help and, dindeed, in the face
of some hindrance on the part of
the Federal Government in their
approach.

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. the
Opposition.

Leader of the

MR. RIDEOUT:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

The Province, in correspondence
with the Federal Government, has
indicated iks willingness ko
ost-share programs on an 80/20
basis, I believe, from infFormation
released by the Premier today.
Now, I understand that the federal
aid package announced today,
something in excess of $300
million of that package will be
spent in this Province. The
Premier is shaking his head .
Maybe he will correct it when he
gets up. In view of the fact that
20 per cent of that would be
something din the order of $60
million, 1is Lthe Province prepared
ko devise a package of assistance
to the fishing industry 1in that
amount, or more, the money it has
saicd itself it was prepared to
spend, Mr. Speaker?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Premier,

PREMIER WELLS:

No, Mr . Speaker, because the
Federal Government 1s going about
it the wrong way. Here 1is what
they are doing. The Federal
Government has responsibility, has
exclusive jurisdiction.

MR. WARREN:
(Inaudible) .
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PREMIER WELLS:

M. Speaker, d1f  the hon. Member
For Torngat Mountains would be
quiet, mayhe the rest of Lhe
people would hear, and he might
even learn something.

MR. WARREN:
My way or no way,

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

PREMIER WELLS:

M. Speaker, tLhe Faderal
Government has gone about 1t Lhe
wrong way. The Federal Government
has exclusive jurisdiction over
the management of Lhe Fishary
stocks in determining who catches
what Fish, in what amounts, whaen,
what time, and so on. Now, the
consequences oF their
mismanagement of the fisheries is
their responsibility, and we have
taken that position with them all
along. We sald to them, 1if vyou

are prepared to put some
additional Funds into helping

resolve the Tlong-term problems of
the fishery, by giving bthe people
who have to look to the fishery an
alternative, Uthe choice, 1if Lthey
want to, either to stay with the
Fishery or Lo choose to  Find
employment opportunities
elsewhere, 1f you are prepared Lo
work with us, we will put up those
fFunds . We offered this package, a
total package of over $500
million, and we offered Lo pay
$110 million of 41t to address
these problems. The Federal
Government went diametrically the
opposite. They put Forward a
program which they could have
done, for all the time they have
taken, last December. I do not
know what they have been waiting
for. Everything they announcecd
today they could have announced
last December; there 1s nothing
new that they have announcaed.
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What they did, Mr. Speaker, in the
case of their proposal, was to put
Forward a program which deals only
with that aspect of it, the
immediate needs of workers and the
communities involved. We agree
that was part of 1it, that had to
be addressed as well, but the
Fundamental problem is
diversifying the economy of ‘this
Province so as to give those who
are forced to look to the fishery
as a means of earning an dincome,
or an opportunity to gel
unemployment insurance
qualifications, to give them the
free choice to choose to go
elsewhere, Instead, what the
Federal Government came up with
was $90 million.

Now, 1listen, Mr. Speaker, to the
rest of it. Over five years, that
is $18 million a year spread
amongst the four Atlantic
Provinces. Now what good is that
going to do in terms of
cdiversifying the economy of
NewfFoundland so as to give people
who have to look to the fisheries

some reasonable alternative
elsewhere 1in- the economy 1if Lhey
want to do s0, Lo do it

voluntarily? Instead, what they
are doing 1is putting in severance
packages, proposals and payments
like this, and regulations to
prevent part-time fishermen from
becoming full-time Ffdishermen and
to idinduce full-time fishermen to
leave the industry. Then what are
they going to do next year as a
means of income, and the year
after that, if we do not diversify
the economy? So they have gone
about it totally the wrong way.
We are going to have to discharge
the Federal Government's
responsibilities as well as our
own ,

MR. SIMMS:
What nonsense! IL is time to face
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the fact, boy, that you are the
Government here.

The hon.,  the
Opposition.

Leadar ofF Lhe

MR. RIDEOUT:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker,

On another day we will get 1into
the Agreement din principle which
was reached last fall between this
Government and the Government of
Canada, outlining everything the
Premienr appears to he against
today, Mr., Speaker.

Mr. Speaker, in view of the fact
that the federal aid package has
specific community development
Funds dedicated Lo Lrrying to
diversify the economic hase oF
communities where plants have bheen
announced Lo close, can the
Premier tell the House whaether or
not the Province will Fund a
similar program dedicated to
trying to do  the sane thing in
other communities where plants are
in trouble, for example, fFermeuse,
Jerseysice, New Ferolle ancd
Piccadilly, all those obther plants
in Newfoundland and Labrador, and
those comnunities? Will = the
Premier fund a similar progran Lo
diversify the economy of those
comnunities, Mr. Speaker?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Premier.

PREMIER WELLS:

M, Speaker, the Fedaral
Government did that which
everybody advised them would be
the dncorrect thing; they tLtook a
lump of money and threw it at the
communities and people, with no
planning, no nothing. They could
have done that last Decembear,
Instead, they fiddle-faddled for
months. It was this Governnent
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which had to put up $14 million to
gel more time so that people would
not be thrown out on the streets
while the Federal Government
played politics with this
question. It was this Government
which had to do that, and 1t was
this Government which did it when
the time came to do it.

Mr . Speaker, there is nothing
specific or positive in what the
Federal Government has done, They
took a lump sum of money and said
if you are Canso, you had so many
people affected SO we will
allocate so many million; 1f you
are Trepassey, vyou had so many
people, we will allocate so many
million; 4if you are Grand Bank...,
and they just put a lump sum of
money, no planning, no nothing.
They could have done that last
December, Mr. Speaker. Where have
they been for the last six months?

MS VERGE:
They were
proposal.

waiting for your

PREMIER WELLS:

They were waiting for nothing.
They did nothing. We put them to
them, and +they sat and twiddled
their thuinbs and did nothing.

Now, Mr. Speaker, we are going to
build the @economy of this
Province, even against the

Opposition. We are going to build
it so that it will be fair to all
our people.

What I cannot understand, My,
Speaker, ds the cave-in of the
Opposition who, Jjust in the last
few weeks, have been complaining
about forcing people out of the
fishery. Well, that d1s exactly
what the Federal program will do,
it will force people out of the
Fishery instead of -

AN HON. MEMBER:
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Which you want,

PREMIER WELLS:
I do not want. I want to develop
the -

MR. RIDEOUT:
(Inaudible) and- you agreed to it.

MR. SIMMS:
The old master is at it again.

PREMIER WELLS:
Just go back and Tlook at Lhe
record.

MS VERGE:
We have that.

PREMIER WELLS:
Well, please do. Please do, and
show 1t to me,. Just go hack and

leok at the total record. Do not’
pick six words out of it and
deceive the people of this

Province, look at the total record
and you will see, Mr. Speaker,

that the position of tLhe
Govearnment is to provide For
orderly, alternative, economic

employment S0 that the -people
engaged 1in the fishery will, at
the very least, have the choice of
bheing able to sbay with Lhe
Fishery if they want -

MS UERGE:
(Inaudible).

PREMIER WELLS:

If the hon. the Member For Humber
East would stay quiet she would
hear the rest of 1it, and then she
can have her say.

So that people can choose, Mr.
Speaker, on a fair basis to stay
with the fishery, €1if that 1s what
they want to do, or look somewheres

else, Qur Dbasic problem now is
our people do not have that

alternative because there s no
other @conomic alternative, and
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that 1ls where Lhe Federal
‘Government plan  has fallen down
miserably in terms of dealing with
Newfoundland's @conomic problems
and the fishermen's problems.

You are doing a great Jjob of
attacking the Feds. What are you
going to do?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the
Opposition.

Leader of the

MR. RIDEOUT:

Mr. Speaker, for the Leader of a
Government which only submitted
its detailed proposal to the
Federal Government on April 3, you
would have to have the face of a
robber's horse to stand in this
House and get on with the nonsense
the Premier is getting on with.

Here 1s the document. Now, Mr.
Speaker, can we conclude from the
no, no, no answers the Premier has
given to this House today as to
provincial financial involvement
in an aid package For the
Newfoundland fFishery that this
Government is prepared to sit
back, wring dts hands and hide
behind a smoke screen of blaming
it all on the Federal Government?
Is that the extent of this
Government's willingness to deal
with this problem, Mr. Speaker?

MR. SIMMS:
Right on!

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Premier.

PREMIER WELLS:

No, M, Speaker, that is tLhe
misrepresentation of Lhe
Government position by the
Opposition, and I will just tell
the House an  example of that
misrepresentation. He said this
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is the first detailed proposal put
by the Gouvernment, It ds not.
The Provincial task Force was
working with Lhe Federal task
Force to work out a joint proposal
for months before that, and were
ready, willing and able to put
these proposals fForward and
develop them on a joint basis,
until the appointment of Mr.
Valcourt and, for whatever reason,
matters changed then. Whether
that has to do with Mr. Valcourt
or it was a Federal Government
direct decision independent of Mr.
Valcourt, I have no way of
knowing. Whatever the cause, it
colncided with that point in time.

The last meeting was held on March
7th  with the Federal/Provincial
joint task force and, from that
point on, ikt was clear they were
not going to pursue that course.
So we 1instructed our task force to
develop the proposal dindependently
and it was done within two weeks;
it was done in March of this vyear
and was hand delivered Lo M.
Valcourt on April 3 and we <still
do not have a response fFrom Mr,
Valcourt, still no response. The
detailed proposal is there of whatl
this Province 1is prepared to do to

develop tLhe economy of Lhe
Province, to give our fFishermen
and people involued in Fish

processing alternative employment
opportunities on a fair and proper
basis.

Some alternative.

MR. MATTHEWS:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Member for Grand Banlk.

MR. MATTHEWS:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker,
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My question is to the Premier, as
well. I would 1like to refer him
to page 5 of his press statement
today, where he indicated the
Province was willing to cost-share
on an 80/20 bhasis. He said,
... to the Response Program
proposal, and has set aside $110
million for this purpose over a
five-year period, some $20 million
a year.' I would like to ask the
Premier, since he has been so
critical of what has been
announced by the Federal
Governmant today, saying it has
been done the wrong way, will the
Premier now undertake to  spend
this $110 million and do it the
proper way?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Premier.

PREMIER WELLS:

I have no doubt, Mr. Speaker, that
over the next five years this $110
million will be spent. The
Province will spend a good deal
more than that to do it the right
way, so that the people of this
Province can stay and live and
work in this Province, and earn a
living with dignity and
self-respect, which 1s more than
they will ever be able to do 1if
the present Government in Ottawa,
with 1its approach, continues to
run this country. As soon as we
get a change, we will have a good
(inaudible) Province.

MR. R. AYLWARD:

MR. RIDEOQOUT:
That is what they did wrong.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Member for Grand Rank.

MR. MATITHEWS:
Thark you, Mr. Speaker.
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Yes, 1t might be something like
the real change the people din the
Province are  seeing since this
Premier took over, particularly
the people in the galleries Loday;
they don't have anywhere to work,
there is no fishery left.

Mr. Speaker, I have a question for
the Premier. On page 3 of the
letter he sent, his very late
letter to the Minister of
Fisheries, Mr. Valcourt, April 3,
he makes reference to examples of
audited Fishing operations ancl
industries in the Province and he

says, "A Fishing gear
manufacturing operation in &

commnunity Jlike Grand Rank would be
a good example of a bhackward
linkage fishing operation For thal
town. Could the Premier tell the
House if the Provincial Government
did any research on that type of
operation for the town of Grand
Bank? If S0, what were the
Findings?

The hon. the Premier.

PREMIER WELLS:

No ., It is not a brand new ideoa.
We have been putting 1t (orward
For several months to the Federal
Fisheries Task Force. It had besan
proposed for several months. I
was present on some occasions when
it was proposed, as Was Lhe
Minister of Fisheries. There were
other proposals that would provide
fFor alternative employment
opportunities 1in Grand Bank, as
well as the manufacturing of
fishing gear.

Little Iceland, Mr. Speaker, with
a population half the size of bthis
Province's population, not anly
manufacturers all of its own
fishing gear, 1t manufacturers a
great deal of the fishing gear
used in tLhis Province. One
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company, Fisheries Products alone,
imports $1 million worth of
fishing gear & yvear From Iceland,
apart from what it dimports From
other parts of the world.

Mr. Speaker, we can create a great
many Jjobs din this Province 1if we
put in place a situation that will
enable fishing gear, dgear used in
the fisheries, or induce it to be
huilt in this Province,
manufactured in this Province, and
supplied to fishermen all over the
Province There 18 a good
opportunity to diversify in that
way .

MR, SPEAKER:
The hon. the Member for Grand Bank,

MR. MATTHEWS:
Thank veu, Mr. Speaker,

I would just 1like to remind the
Premier that when the
restructuring process took place
in the early 1980s this kind of an
operation Was very extensively
researched and it was Found 1t was
not viable, that the fishing
companies could buy their gear
outsicde Canada and Newfoundland, I
think Korea, and get 1t much
cheaper. That 1is why it could not
work in this Province, and that is
the reason for my question. It dis
obvious you did not do any
research on your passing reference
to gear manufacturing in this
Province.

On the same page of his letter the
premier says, '"For Gaultois,
perhaps' - perhaps - 'some sort of
value-added redfish operation
might be- feasible in Gaultois.'
Was there any research done by the
Provincial Govarnment or the
Fconomic Recovery Commnission about
the possibilities of wvalue-added
redfish for Gaultois?
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MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Premier.

PREMIER WELLS:

Mr. Speaker, let me first respond
to the comment the hon. Member
made about fishing gear. We are
not prepared to sit back and do
nothing merely because the Former
Government was 1incompetent o do
anything itself, We are going Lo
do something for this Province.
We are not just going to accept

this automatic failure - the
failures of the Former
Government. We will develop our
own proposals and assess them, and
put alternative employment

opportunities in place.

Now, in terms of the redfish, M,
Speaker, we met with the comnitbtee

of Fishermen and peaple From
Gaultois to look at the
possibility of expanding and
putting 1in place an independent
redfish operation in Gaultois,
because they are experienced and
very capable din  that area. Anc
working, with Lhe Provincial

Government and with the Federal
Govermnent, and with the people

concerned 1in Gaultoils, ancd,
incidentally, Wi kh Fishery
Products International - we have
also had discussions with them
with respect to the matter - I am

confident there 1dis & reasonable
opportunity of developing such a
redfish operation in CGaultois.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Member for Grand Bank.

MR. MATTHEWS:

M. Speaker, I would just like to
say to the Premier thalt the only
specifics this Prouvince has put
forward which 1is anywhere closely
geographically related to  Grand
Bank, has been the proposal for a
Burin Peninsula heritage village,
which is a proposal that has G
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in  the works for years by the
Greater lLamaline Area Development

Association. I wonder how many
fish plant workers from Grand Bank
will be working there. And the

closest thing to the Gaultois
situation specifically proposed 1is
the granite industry development
in Bay D'Espoir, put forth by
Mount Peyton Granite Company. I
wonder how many people in
Gaultois, displaced from the fish
plant, will be working there?
These are the specifics, M.
Speaker, which have been put
forward by this Government to
Ottawa, and most of them have been
plucked from proposals which have
beaen floating around this Province
for years From development
associations.

Now,* I would 1like +to ask the
Premier will he now reconsider
community specific assistance of
$110 million, which he told the
people of this Province, and he
has said again Loday, he was
willing to put into a package with
the Federal Government? Will he
now make a comnitment to this
House to be community specific for
those communities which are being
negatively affected by the fishery?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Premier.

PREMIER WELLS:

Let me again address +the other
misstatement the hon. Member made
when he said the only thing
mentioned for Gaultois was some
granite operation, and the only
thing mentioned for Grand Bank was
the historical -

MR. MATTHEWS:
Skiing. Skiing at the White
Hills, was the other one.

PREMIER WELLS:
That d1s not exactly, accurate, Mr,
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spaecifically
aquipment

Speaker. We cid
maention Fishing
manufacturing.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
For example.

PREMIER WELLS:

We did mention Ffishery equipment.
We have mentioned other things.
We have mentioned, for example, a
duty free zone would operate very
well in Grand Bank, in the whole
southern Burin Peninsula area if
the Federal Government -

AN HON. MEMBER:
(Inaudible) in there sure.

PREMIER WELLS:
No, it 1is not. Me whole world is
not in that.

MR. MATTHEWS:
It is not in your proposal,

PREMIER WELLS:

The duty free zones are in the
proposal.

)
MR. MATTHEWS:

It is not. I cannot find it.

PREMIER WELLS:
Well, I can find it. It is there,

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Ooh, oh!

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please! Order, pleasel

PREMIER WELILS:
They are in the proposal.

AN HON. MEMBER:
Tell us the page.

PREMIER WELLS:
I will rFind 4it. I do not remember
the page offhand, but I will find

it.
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Mr. Speaker, there was also the
redfish operation For Gaultois, so
the hon. Member is totally wrong
when he makes the statement he
does. Now, the other question he
asked was would the Provincial
Government assign specific sums of
dollars to the communities
concerned . No, Mr., Speaker, we
will not be drresponsible the way
the Federal Government has been,
and just throw dollars at people
and walk away from responsibility
and continue the failures of the
past.

AN HON. MEMBER:
(Inaudible) only money.

PREMIER WELLS:

That has beaen a specific examnple
aof the failures of the past.
Buchans 1is a classic example.
They threw dollars at it. When it
came to putting the prison in
Buchans, which they should have
done, they backed down and the
Former Government let them do 1it.
We are going to do what 1is right
when the time comes, and we are
going to develop alternative
@conomic opportunities even, Mr.
Speaker, without the help, and
even in the face of the efforts of
the Federal Gouvernment, if we have
to.

MR. POWER:
Mr. Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Member for ferryland.

MR. POWER:
Mr. Speaker, we only have seven or
eight minutes left and I want to
get some answers from the Minister
of  Fisheries, and probably Ffrom
the Premier, about the situation
as 1t relates to the Fermeuse fish
plant.

As many parsons know in this
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House, and certainly the Minister
of  Fisheries knows, in 1955 &

plant was put in place in
Fermeuse; 1t has been Uthere for

thirty-five years., For
thirty-four years it had the
support, not only of the local
people, but of the Governments of
Newfoundland and Labrador,
Smallwood's, Moores' and
Peckford's Government. In the
thirty-fifth year, we cannot get
any support for that plant from
this presant Govearnment.
Fverytime we have come to this
Government to ask for assistance
for Fermeuse, it has been no, no,
and more nos. I want to ask the
Minister of Fisheries 1s¢ Fermeuse
to bhe one of the First of the
excess capacity plants he keeps
talking about, and the Proemier
keeps saying about ‘'we have tLoo
many Fishermen, too wmany plants,
too many plant workers', is
Fermeuse going to be the “First of
the plants to be allowed to die?
Is there a future for Lthe people
of Fermeuse  who @re in this
gallery, and along that end of our
shore, 1din the Ffishery, or do we
have to wallt to diversify Lhe
economy, or For the people to move
away? Is there a fubure ror Lhe

people of Fermeuse, in Fermeuse 1in

the fishery?

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Fisheries.

MR. W. CARTER:

I would be inclined to answer with
a no and a ves, hut I understand
there are people in the gallery
From Fermeuse. I met with them
during the lunch break, and [
explained Lo the people then, as I
will explain to the hon. Menbepr
now, that he mentioned the short
history of the plant, I bhelieve he
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said the twenty-Fifth year.

AN HON. MEMBER:
The thirty-fifth year.

MR. W. CARTER:

The thirty-fifth vyear. Let me
remind him that on the
thirty-fourth year that plant,
Universal Seafoods or whatever
they were called, went into
receivership. It was put there,
Mr . Speaker, not by this
Government, but by the Canadian
Saltfish Corporation, and that is
where they are-. now. I explained
to the people from Fermeuse, and I
think they understand prebty well
where the Province is coming from,
that that plant, M™Mr. Speaker, and
the plants 1in Ferryland, 1in St.
Mary's, Riverhead and Belleoram,
are now the property of the
Canadian Saltfish Corporation, by
virtue of the mortgage that was on
the plant held by the Canadian
Saltfish Corporation, They
advertised for operators and, I am
told, with the exception of the
Ferryland plant, there were no
takers for the other plants. I
understand the Canadian Saltfish
Corporation is making & statement
this atternoon, as a matter of
fact, outlining what has
transpired to date and what they
intend to do in the future. That
is where it stands right now. The
Canadian Saltfish Corporation,
whose responsibility it is to Find
an operator for the plant to deal
with the problem - mind you, we
will help, Mr. Speaker, and I have
assured the people of that. The
Province will do all it can, but
they own the plant, they put it
into receivership. We will do
what we can to help facilitate
what they are trying to do.

MR. RIDEOUT:
That 1s leadership (inaudible).
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MR. W. CARTER:
Retter than you gave.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Member for Ferryland.

MR. POWER:

Mr . Speaker, I want to ask a
supplementary question of the
Premier, but I want to correct the
Minister of Fisheries before I do
SO. Before the Canadian Saltfish

Corporation put Universal
Fisheries into receivership, they

came to this Government, that
Minister, and that Promier and
asked for help but did not get it.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

We asked For help, and we did not
get it from this Government. Now
you are washing your hands and
saying it is a Canadian
Government, Canadian Saltrfdsh
Corporation's problaem. Tt is
not. It 4s a Provincial problem,
and the Provincial Governmenkt has
a responsibility in this area.

I want to ask the Premier, since
this happened last fall, and since
this winter when 4t went dinto
receivership, what efforts have
been taken by this Government Lo
Find a new buyer, to diversify the
economy in Fermeuse? Try and give
mne a name of one Jovernnent
agency, one Governmant Department
which wvisited Fermeuse, which is
trying to set up alternate
employment. Mr . Premier, the
reality is d1f this Government does
not help the people of Fermeuse,
you will not have to diversify the
BCONOMY, because they will be
working 1in  Northern Ontario or
some place else.

Now ask I ask the Premier, the
people are here, and they are very
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concerned, is this Governmant
going to assist the Canacdian
Saltfish Corporation . in Finding a
new operator for the plant in
Fermeuse? Will you assist in loan
guarantees, if they are asked for
by a new operator? Or, are you
just going to diversify the
econoimy when the people have left
Fermeuse?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Preinier.

PREMIER WELLS:

Mr. Speaker, I am sure most people
in the Province understand that if
a Federal Government agency, 1like
the Saltfish Corporation, has a
first mortgage For $14 million or
$15 million, as they did on this
plant, the Government c¢annot put
mora money into that company,
because all we are doing is paying
off and supporting the Federal
debt. We Jjust cannot payoff the
Federal debt 1in +this way, .which
they created.

MR. POWER:,
You gave $14 million to FPI and
National Sea.

PREMIER WELLS:

That 1s exactly what would happen,
it would qo straight to the
Federal coffers, and we cannot do

that. We are not that
irresponsible with the taxpayers'
dollars. The Federal Government
created this problem. We cannot
bail them out. Qur  taxpayers

cannot afford to bail out the mess
that was created by the Federal
Government 1in this matter. The
Federal Government put the company
into receivership, and that has
put them now into possession and
control of the plants.

This Government, as the Minister
of Fisheries has indicated, will
help the fish plant in Fermeuse,
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as it  helps other fish plants
where 1t 1s reasonable to do so,
and in most cases 1t 1is reasonable
to do so, but 1t s utterly
unreasonable and would be a gross

waste of the taxpayers' dollars to
put money in behind a $14 million
mortgage to the Federal

Government, and we will not Dbe
that drresponsible. Mr. Speaker,
whenever the opportunity arises,
and whatever we can do to promote
some kind of operatar to operate
the fish plant din Fermeuse, onr
SOmMe alternative form ofF
employment for areas like Fermeuss
- not Jjust Fermeuse alone, hut
areas like Fermeuse - we will do.

l.et me remind Lhis House, M1,
Speaker, that this situation did
not arise on May 5 last year, this
was the mess the Former Government
left the Province in. Do not euver
forget that!

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. RIDEOQUT :

(Inaudible) Universal Multi-foods,
you are sitbting on your rear, We
found Piccadilly, we found Rose
Blanche, and you can find nobthing.

MR. SPEAKER:

Order, please!

MR. HEARN:
Mr. Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. the Member for St. Mary's
- The Capes.

MR. HEARN:

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

The Premier earlier saic Lhe
Federal Government threw money at
the present problems, with no

planning or no direction, they
threw money at Lthe communities.
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Perhaps he should know the
comnunities will have a lot of say
in how that money 1is going to be
spent Lo help themselves. They
are not being dictated to, as they
would be by the Government when
they sent their wish 1ist up to
Ottawa. What was there for the

Southern Avalon which would
involve Ferryland, Fermeuse,
Trepassey, St. Mary's and
Riverhead, all these areas? One
project suggested a salmon

enhancement program in Holyrood
Pond . I ask the Premier, does he
think such an enhancement program
would employ the people here, and
the rest of the people along the
Southern Shore and S$t. Mary's Bay?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Premier.

PREMIER WELLS:

No, Mr . Speaker, We have a
particular proposal in mind for
Trepassey, for example, If we can
gaet the Federal Government to do
what is within its power to do, if
it is disposed to do, it will give
Trepassey, we hope, a fairly

stable Future. Now, if the
Federal Government will do that,
and -will work with us, Trepassey

and the whole Southern Shore area
will have some reasonably stable
economic activity, and we ‘think
this 1is what we have to try and
build. We cannot Just dictate
that there is going to be a sewing
machine factory in Fermeuse, or an
automobile filter factory in
Trepassey, we have to work with
the Federal Government to try and
create a situation where this can
be done in Newfoundland.

With the Federal Government
running the national economy the
way 1in which it ds, focused on
building the two massive economic
engines of central Canada, it is
virtually dimpossible to build the
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economy of Lhe smaller prouvinces,
whnere 1t 13 needed, because bthey
have never had sense enough Lo be
concerned on an equitable bagis
for the rest of Lthe country. That
is what we are trying to achieve,
These things are not done in
isolation. You cannot wish an
economic activity din a community
and cause it to happen, 1t can
only be caused to happen when the
governmnents which have the real

ability to achieve it will put in
place the kinds of circumstances
that will induce it to happen.

Now, we hope that within the next
year or two, with our effort, we
will he able to persuade the
Federal Government to work with us
to create the kind of economic
climate that will allow for that
kind of development .
Unfortunately, up till now, Lthey
have shown nothing but an
inclination to be wvery political
in everything they do.

MR. SPEAKER:
Question. Period has expired.

Before mouving on to the next dtem
of Orders of the Day, on behalf of
hon. Mambers, I would Jike to
welcome to the public galleries
today nineteen Level II students
from Gonzaga High School, here in
St. John's, accompanied by their
teacher Mr. Jim Power,

SOME _HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

Notices of Motion

Mr . Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. the Minister of Health.
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M-, Speaker, I give notice that I
will on  tomorrow ask leave to
introcduce a Bill entitled, "An Act
To Amend The Department of Health
Act . "

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Finance.

DR. KITCHEN:

Mr. Speaker, I give notice that I
will an tomorrow ask leave to
introduce a Bi1ll entitled, "An Act
To Amend The Members Of The House
Of Assembly Retiring Allowances
Act," "The Public Service
Pensions Act", and "The Uniformed
Services Pensions Act".

Orders of the Day

MR. BAKER:
Order 3, Mr. Speaker, Concurrence
Motion (Government Services
Committee) .

MR. SPEAKER:
Ordenr, 3. Concurrence Motion
(Government Services Committee).

The hon. the
Leader,

Opposition House

MR. SIMMS:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker,

I will say a few things, I guess,
in the ten minutes that I have to
participate in a continuous
fashion on +the debate of those
Departments which we are dealing
with: the Department of Municipal

and Provincial Affairs and
Housing; Works, Services and
Transportation; Employment and
Labour Relations; and, the

Department of Finance, are Lthe
four specific Departments that we
are dealing with in this
particular debate.
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It is rather timely, I quess, thatk
we have a chance to talk about Job
creation, employinent, ancd those
matters, in view of what
transpired here today in bhe
Question Period, particularly as
it applied to the situation out 1in
the Ferryland District and the
closure of the Universal
Multifoods Fish Plant and so on.
And, as some of ny colleagues
raised here today in  Question

Period, what potential those
people who will be displaced, or
are displaced at Lha moment
because of the situation

occurring, what pPrograms, what
ideas, does this Government have
in terms of offering employment
opportunities for all those people?

We clearly saw, ofF course, 1n the

responses glven today by the
Premier, and by the Minister of
Fisheries, that vary little

promise, very little hope is held
out for all those people, as well
as all the other unemployed people
around this Province,

Now, particularly, we know what is
happening with respecl to Lihe

fisheries. The Province iteself
has no  program, It appears Lhe
Province does not intend Lo
develop any kind of program of its
own. They dintend to spend all
their time, I quess, attacking the
Federal Government For not

providing enough funding, or notk
providing enough funding +Hin the
right places, and thalt kind oF
thing. It is obvious that is what
the Government 1intends to spend
the next two or three years doing,
attacking the Federal Government,
or, Mr . Speaker, bhlaming the
previous P.C. Administration fopr
all it's woes.

Yet, at bthe same time, euen though
they have heen given ainp le
opportunity, the Government nas
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decided 1t  ds not  prepared to
indicate publicly what it dintends

to do, as the Government. And,
neead I remind them, this

Government is the Government that
is <c¢losest to +the people. This
Government 1is the Government that
is responsible for all the social
repercussions that will transpire
as a consaquence of the
Government's inaction in trying to
deal with the fishery problems.

So, we know what they are going to
do with respect to responding to
the Ffishery crisis we have; the
answer 1is, nothing. They do not
intend to do a thing. They do not
intend to 1ift a fFinger. They do
npot intend, 1t appears, Lo develop
even a program of their own, even
though they have bheen given all
kinds of opportunities. No, Mr.
Speaker, they intend to spend
their time, as I said, criticizing
the Federal Government, ‘attacking
the fFormer P.C. Administration
provincially, blaming everything
on ‘them, but, of course, when they
are given the opportunity to tell
us what they are going to do to
respond, the answer 1is nothing,
lnaction.

That 1s sdmilar to the situation
‘with respect to the Department of
Employment and Labour Relations,
which Department we are assessing

here under this Concurrence
Debate, The job creation program
that the ne Liberal

Administration brought in, the job
creation program they brought din
eventually, because for the first
several months they had nothing in
place. They cancelled the
previous program ancd said, 'We are
goilng to bring in this great new
idea, this great new plan.' What
did they bring 1in, Mr. Speaker?
They brought in @ so—-called
Cimployment Generation Prograin that
may have created S00 jobs, I am
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not even sure what the numbers
are, The Minister may participate
in the debate sometime later on
Lhis morning and she can comnent.
In fact, I will ask her directly
if she can give wus an update.
When the Minister dis listening, I
ask her to participate in the
debate later on this afternoon
arter some of my colleagues have
put some questions to her. Maybe,
it the Minister of Social Services
can stop wallowing, I c¢an get my
quastion through to the Minister

of Employment anc Labour
Relations. I would like her Lo
glive us an update on the Job

creation prograin, The last
numbers I  saw were, I bhelieve,
something like 500 jobs created.

Obviously she 1s aware of some of
the problems with that program,
and I say this, not in a partisan
way .

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
No!

No, I anm not & partisan
individual, the Minisber knows
that. In my dealings with her, 1
have always been straightbtForward

and upfront with her. Put dn the
Job Creation Program, the

Employment Creation Program, For
example, there 1s a requirement
that the positions must stay in
place for sixty months, I believe
it is, a full year.

AN HON. MEMBER:
Sixty weeks,

MR. SIMMS:

Sixty weeks rather, I am sorry, a
Full year.

I know, for example, thalt people

in the Lourism industry, Lhe
service industry, have had
difficulties meeting thet
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requirement for obvious reasons,
because quite Ffrequently din  the
tourism dndustry a 1ot of Llhe

businesses and operations are
seasonal in nature, not by choice,
but by fact, I guess. There 1is
really no choice at all. In

addition to that, of course, you
have people 1in the construction
industry, and everybody in this

Province knows that for a
construction company to work
continuously for twelve. months is
an dimpossibility. It cannot be
done because of the weather

situation and the seasonal

situation,

So those businesses though are
quite prepared and quite
interested to participate in ‘the
Employment Generation Program,
prepared to put up their share of
the funding required to create a
jok, a full tdme job, but it is a
seasonal job. There 1s not much
they can do about that. But the
program requirements restrict them
from even participating in tLhe
program. And I know people in the
construction industry who said, 'I
would be happy to c¢realbe another
job and employ another dindividual,
but I can only do it Ffor ten
months of the year because you
cannot do construction work in the
winter and so on. But I cannot
access Funding under the
program. ' So there 1is a problem
fFrom that perspective and the same
thing with +the tourism sector.
You know, obviously & lot of the
tourism industries are seasonal as
well in nature. So they cannot
meet that requirement of having to
amploy somebody for a full twelve
months . It is not possible. So
why  should they be discriminated
against then, and nolt be allowed
to participate in the program?

So I hope the Minister of
Employment and Labour Relations 1is
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Aare of that problem anc
hopefully will be reviewing 1t in
time for their program next year,
And I would l1ike to hear what she
has to say about that and is she,
in fact, reconsidering that aspect
of the program? Because I am sure
she realizes there could be euen
more jobs. Now mind you in order
for those jobs to be developed and
created, those additional Jjobs,
there would have to be more

money . And the problem 1l
understand now, is that aven

though only one month of Lhe
fiscal year has passed they had no
new money. No money available Ffor
further Job Creation Programns. S
therefore, Mr. Speaker, you o are
almost looking at an
impossibility, & Catch 22, so to
speak.

Now, Mr., Speaker, to gelb back to
what I indicated at Lhe
beginning. After what we aw

tocday in Question Period it bhecame
very evident that the Government
is Jjust not prepared Lo focus in
on the major economic situation
that we Face in our Province
today, that of providing alternate
employment, Jjobhs for people who
are normally affected because of

seasonality of industries o
affected bhecause they cannolb ind
the job opportunities. But on top
of all of that vyou nave the
fFishery crisis and you have

thousands of  Newfoundlanders in
this Province today  whose  very
heritage is crumbling, For
thousands and thousands & way of
life for all of those people 1in
those rural communities s falling
apart; and this Covernment
continues to sit on dits hands,
continues to blame everything on
the Federal authorities or Lhe
previous Prouvincial Government, as
opposed to taking up Lhe challenge
and trying to do something Lo
address those problems and those
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concerns and Lrying to do
something for the people who are
going to be dearly affected hy
this serious situation which we
face.

And if a Government ever can win a
re—-election - I say to my friends
opposite, I am goingt to give them
some free advise - if a Government
can win re-election, because
Governments lose elections, let us
not forget that. That 1s a well
known political theory that I
think 1s accepted by everybody.
But this Government has a chance
Lo be re-elected, I think.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SIMMS:

I think it has & chance, but only
if it Fulfills dits commitment to
the people on economic¢ prosperity
and wviability, and that is where,

I think, this Government is
desperately lacking .odn
leadership. They are not doing
anything with respect to the
economy, very little, And thedir

Economnic Diversification Programs:
we are not familiar with. We know
nothing about it. I SawW the
latest polls.

Hon. Members should have a look at
the poll out in Windsor - Buchans
that we did recently, by the way.
We heard the Premier's comments on
a poll that Professor Mark
Graesser did in St. John's.
Professor Mark Graesser did a poll
in St. John's, according to the

Premier last weekend. The
question was, 1s the Government
doing a good Jjobh? Yes . Is the
Government doing a fair job?
Yas, Is the Government doing a

poor joh? Yes ., What kind of a
poll is that, Mr . Speaker? I
would like to see something a
little more comprehensive, like,
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will you vote for this
Government? That is Lhe keay
question. We would like to see it.

AN HON. MEMBER:
(Inaudible).

MR. SIMMS:

So have we, Mr. Speaker. I tell
the Government House Leader that
he might suggest +to the Premier
that he do a poll in his own
District of Bay of Islands, by LChe
way .

PREMIER WELLS:
And Grand Falls.

MR. SIMMS:
You are welcome to do one 1in Grand
Falls.

‘SOME_HON. MEMBERS:

oh, oh!

MR. SIMMS:

. Well, I tell you, Mr. Speaker, 1fF

Members opposite think, 1F I run
again, 1if they think I will have
difficulty winning Grand Falls
District, 4t d1s going to take
everybody over on thalt side to
come out there to make sure 1 do
not do it.

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

The hon. Member's time is up,

MR. SIMMS:
Okay, Mr. Speaker. I will get

back at it again. We will have
lots of time, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Member for St. Mary's
— The Capes,

MR. HEARN:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

It shows the interest that Members
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opposite have in current events
when they fail to gel up to talk
on practically anything, because
under the headings we are talking
about all Government agencies.
At least they could get up and
explain some of the good things
they tell us they are doing. It
is too bad that the Minister of
Transportation, or Government
Services, 1s not in his seat, as
he might want to get up and +talk
about the Education Budget. I
heard him on radio twice one day
the week, and that 41is twice as
often as I have heard him since he
was on promising to abolish school
taxes during the last election.
The Member was complaining because
down in the town of Burgeo the
school was losing some funding and
he thought it was unfair. Just
because boards, he said, do not
have money enough, and have to
tighten their budget, he did not
seem to understand why his school,
or his town, should he affected.
Basically, what heée was doing, not
realizing 1it, of course, nok being
the brightest, he was  criticizing
the Minister of Finance Ffor axing
the Budget to primary, elementary,
and secondary schools.

When you have your own Minister, a
Minister in your own Government,
publicly on radio, criticizing an

education bucdget, publicly
criticizing the budget the

Department of Education gave to
schools, then, I think, we have
real, real concerns. You would
expect us to say that - hbut a
Minister? However, perhaps today
we should talk about the fishing
crisis, because of the concerns
expressed here by residents from

along the Southern Shore
Ferryland District - just one

group of many who are extremely
concerned with what 1is happening.
One of the areas that previous
Administrations always zeroed 1in
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on was bthat of the fishery, and
Lhe one thing that Former
governmants Ltried Lo do was, when
problems arose, was Lo move in Lo
try and do  something about it
before it became widespread or got
out of hand. Over the last few
months we have seen a number of
areas threatened with dire
problems in the fishery, with
plant closures, lack of resource,
etc. Lack of resource, no one Ccan
do too much about, bhut certainly

they can do something about
helping companies keeop alive

during the downtime, bhecavse with
proper planning we can make sure
that in & few vyears time things
will turn around and people who
work in our fish plants can be

back working there again. But, 1F
we let these areas die -  two,
three, or flve years down Lthe
road, there will be nobody lefl to
work in the plants, and there will
be no plants worthwhile going in
to process product, 50

consequently, now 1s the time when
governments must take & stand. L
saw the Federal Government today
come out with a package which,
thought it may not he perfect, at
least dis directed in the right

direction. It is specifically
directed towards the areas that
are affected, If the Premier

would concentrate his efforts on
that, and 1if he would listen to
the people from Lthe areas who
suggest certain things can e

done, instead of draeaming up
possibilities - most of which have

been analyzed 1n the past and
rejected -~ and sending a list up
to Ottawa, as you send to Santa
Clause just before Christmas, and
expect the Federal Government Lo
say yes, Mr. Premier, we will go
along with you and give you money
to cdo things which are not
practical or possible and which
will have no benefit to the people
who are directly affected.
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Maybe if he were realistic and
identified projects, e acially din
the area of the fisheries, in
these areas where the people have
grown up with the Ffisheries, who
want to stay dn fdishery related
projects, and who can, with some
proper planning and direction.
So, maybe we will go back to the
drawing board and come up with
some ideas.

The Premier did mention one
interesting thing: that he had in
mind, and I hope he 1is listening,

o specific projects For
specific areas. lLet me say to

him, that in the announcement
today, there is money allocated to
the various towns, and they in
turn will have a Ffair amount of
say in how that money 1s spent.
Instead of being told you are
going to have a bubble guim

factory, as the present
Administration across would tell
them, they have been given

flexibility over wusing the money,
through the various communities
and planning agencies, They have
their destiny in their own hands.

If the Premier has some weird and
wonderftul idea that might bhe
practical 1in some of the areas,
whether it 1s fishery related or
not, we are not naive enough to

think that in the present
circumstances auaryone who is
working in the fishery can
continue to  work there. Some
people are willing to move outside

to be retrained, some want to. IfF
they get some assistance they
certainly will take advantage of
that. Saome are 1in a position to
retire, and with the retirement
programs offered, and I notice
that the Government opposite has
been dnvited to participate in
these programs and I hope that it
will, a number of people can go on
to early retirement, leaving the
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Few jobs that will be left Lo Lhe
people who have no other choice
axcept stay in Lhesa areas,
unless, of course, they want to
pack up and hnead for Ontario,
which they do not. For the people
who want to stay there will be
jobs enough left for them.

So if we can come up with some
ideas that are practical then the
money 1s there. The money has
been provided by the Feds, not to
do what the Premier dictated
should be done, things that were
impractical, dmpossible, and not
related at all ko the areas
involved, but if the Premier has
some specific idea that doos
relate to the areas concern then,
undoubtedly, the areas will look
at it. Certainly, our area will
look at implementing any plan that
is of benefit to that area of
concern. If he has the ideas, we
will have the money. It should be
the other way around perhaps - bul
it is not.

In relation to the fdisheries.

Certainly, I do not want to stick
strictly locally because bthere are
all kinds of concerns which are
not being addressed, most of which
can come under the jurisdiction of

the Provincial Gouvernment . We see
areas such as Balleoram,

Riverhead, smaller areas such as
Ferryland that are effected, with
no attention being paid to them at
all by the Premier or by the

Minister of Fisheries, They have
not gone to the areas. They have
not shown any leadership. They
have not looked at other
possibilities, other possible
operators, Lhere has bean no
encouragement . In fact, there has
been just a total lack ofF

encouragement .

We can look at places such as

Fishing districts. We somebimes
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Forget places like Eagle River,
where we have had all kinds of
fisheries problems the past Few
years, many of which could Dbe
solved by some co-ordination by
the Provincial Government. One of
the problems down there 1is the
oversupply of fish at times, and
the over number of people who rush
into the area. The numbers of
fishermen who rush 1into specific
areas along the coast and threaten

the livelihood of the local
people. Then we have large

amounts of fish being caught and
the co-ordination of getting it to
market certainly has not been the
best.

We have three or four boats now
owned by the Provincial
Govearnment, tied up, not doing
anything, Boats that could bhe off
fishing in 2G and 2H -

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

The hon. Member's time has elapsed.

MR. HEARN:

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

I was just giving them a few ideas
of how to turn around the fishery,
but there will be another chance.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Member for St. John's
East Extern.

MR. PARSONS:
Thank you very much, Mr., Speaker,

Mr . Speaker, it is always a
pleasure to rise in your place and
speak on  some things that are
important to this Province of
ours, and Friday I had a few words
on what I though were important
issues. Some of the dssues, Mr.
Speaker, were close to home as it
pertained to amalgamation, as it
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pertained Lo some of the
discrepancies Lhat I rind this
Government has perpetralbed against
certain areas Areas like my own,
St. John's East Extern. I say to
the Members across the way,
especially the Minister of
Transportation who 1is in his seat
right now, that the monies we
received from his Department +this
year, as it pertains to
transportation and the needs of
the area, none of them have Dbeen
addressed with the exception of, I
think, Lo programs that weare
ongoing. There are no monies
allocated fFor that area.:

@
h

I want to remind the Minister that
tourism 1s not far away places.
We have tourist areas close to St
John's, dimportant areas. We have
right down the scenic Marine
Drive, we have rignht down farther
north to Cape St. Francis. We
have areas of tLtourist attractions
in that whole area. You ¢go to
Bauline, what more scenic, whalt a
difference of one communitly with

the other, M. Spaakear,
Especially in the summertime,
there are so many places Lo go, 30
many things to  do. Rut, M,
Speakear, our roacs are in

disrepair. All I can gel From Lhe
hon. Minister 1is, 'you know, look
what you have done for the last
saventeen years.'

AN HON. MEMBER:

That is right,

MR. PARSONS:

Look what you got for the last
seventeen vears. We got vary
little, Mr. Speaker. The hon. the
Minister of Social Services, he is
smiling when he says that, he
knows what I am saying 1s tLhe
truth, that we did not recelive
only our Jjust reward 1in those
sixtean years or sgventeen years,
And the Minister of Transportation
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should look now at tourdism, should

look at the needs of the people in
that particular area and authorize
his Department to spend some

money, to fix up the pot holes, to
fix up the breaks that are in the
pavement at this particular time,
to look down on Pouch Cove Road on
the way to Cape St. Francis and
see it within his heart to say
people should not be subjected to
that. How can we expect tourists
to travel those highways so close
to St. John's?

Let us say a boat comes in here
tomorrow which comes in regularly,
My, Speaker, every sumner, and
they wanlt to go some place for a

nalf  hour. They cannot go to
Terra Nova Park, they cannot go to
avan Gushue's Park. But, Mr .

Speaker, you can certainly take
them on a bus ride or a ride by
car, taxi or whatever to areas
like Pouch Couve, Flatrock,
Bauline, Outer Cove, Middle Cover,
Logy Bay, any of those areas, Mr.
Speaker. But people are reluctant
to go Lthere now because the roads
are in such dire need,

Mr. Speaker, we did some work on
somae of Lthe roads down there, and
I though perhaps, nopefully we
could see some work ongoing this

year, But the Minister of - I
called him once the anti St.
John's Minister - finds it within
his heart that we do not get a
cent. I don't think we got a

nickel down there this year, Mr,
Speaker. Again, only a couple of
Programs: one in  Middle Cove,
Outer Cove and Logy Bay that was
ongoing, and the other 1is a few
roads 1in Pouch Cove, that again
was ongoing, Mr. Speaker,

I would 1like +to go back, Mr.
Speaker, to the Minister of
Transportation again. I hope, for
the l1life of me, Mr. Speaker, - I
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said I hope, and I hope that he
changes his wmind. I hope he gets
some sense  pumped  dinto  him by
someone over there on the other
side, to coma up with an
announcement as it pertains to the
cuter ring road, Mr. Speaker. I
mean the outer ring road, whether
we like it or not, we can say the
money should be spent din other
areas: and I know there are other
areas that have grave concerns,
Mr. Speaker.

But also, and I have mentioned it
over and over and over, the
Eastern Avalon has . one third of
the population of NewfFoundland and
Labrador, So actually, 1f you put
your dollars in Lheir Lirue
perspective on a per capita basis,
then Mr. Speaker, they would getl
one third of the monies that are
being spent by Transportation.
Mr. Speaker, they are not getlting
one-fiftieth of it because of Lthis
Minister, And I would like to
remind the Minister also, thab Uthe
monies in the Rail Agreement were
there For the Outer Ring Road and
it dis only because of some left
wingers -

AN HON. MEMRBER:
Right wingers.

MR. PARSONS:

No. 28

Left wingers.

AN HON. MEMBER:
(Inaudible).

MR. PARSONS:
I do not know, Are Lthey right
wingers?

AN HON., MEMBER:
They are wingers anyway.

They are wingers for outer ringers.

SOME_HON. MEMBERS:
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Oh, oh!

MR. R. AYLWARD:
You are rignt, the
crowd .

University

MR. PARSONS:

Well the University people,
including professors. They are
left wing, and those are the
people, I have met with. My God
Almighty, Mr . Speaker, their
rationale is unbelievable.

Mr. Speaker, it was only because
the past Government, when Pippy
Park came dinto being, the land
that was known as Pippy Park, that
road would have just touched the
edge of 41t as it went along. But
because this Government foresaw
great Lthings for Pippy Park with
this new road going 1in, they took
in, they amalgamated a great piece
of land next to Pippy Park. Now
what the left wingers are saying,
here comes the road, right through
the middle of Pippy Park. It was
not througn the middle of Pippy
Park. It was only bhecause of what
the Government acquired that made
that roacd through Pippy Park. Now
we know, Mr. Speaker, euven 1in the
parks we see here in Newfoundland,
the parks that we see on thne
mainland, that a road does not
necessarily take anything away
from a park.

DR. KITCHEN:
Right down through the middle of
Flatrock.

MR. PARSONS:

You could not put it in a better
place. I must say to the hon.
Minister of Finance, you could not
put a big road through a better
place. You are one of the ones, I
remind the hon. Minister, you are
one of the ones who 1is reported to
be adamantly against the Outer
Ring Road, and I hope one of Cthose
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days you are going to get up in
your place and you are going Lo
either say, the Member for St.
John's East Extern is right or ne
is wrong. But the point remains
you are one of the people oul
there, you are in cahoots with the
old anti-Minister of St. John's;
anything that happens in St.
John's, he 1is against it.

AN HON. MEMBER:

(Inaudible).

MR. PARSONS:

Yes, vyou talk about anti. You
have an anti-St. John's  Member
gver there. He 1s almost getting
you in line.

But, Mr. Spaeaker, T hope thalb the
Minister of Development will
announce the Outer Ring Road. I
mean, Mr. Speaker, it 1is necessanry
to relieve a situation that 1is
happening now on Prince Philip
Parkway . And after he concedes to
bringing this about, Mr. Speaker,
Lhen we are going to have to look
at the Torbay bypass road, which
is also in the cards, My~
Speaker . There has bheen land
being acquired in Torbay For a
number of years to facilitate this
road . But until the OQulter Ring
Road 1is - well at least started
then we cannot do anything about
the Torbay bypass road.

Mr . Speaker, I can see the
Minister of Development yawning.
I know it must be prebty tiresome
on him over there sitting 1in his
place.

AN HON. MEMBER:

The Minister of Transportation.

MR. PARSONS:

Oh, the Minister of
Transportation, I am sorry, I
will take that back.
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I mean that ds one thing we can

say For the Minister of
Devaelopment, vyou will never see

nim yawn, because he 1s young and
enthusiastic, vibrant, vou know,
full of 1life or whatever, this
Minister of Development. But this
Minister of Transportation -

SOME _HON. MEMBERS:

Oh, oh!

MR. PARSONS:

Well he 13 a young man. The
Mindster of Justice i1s & young
man; and ayen my Friend the

President of Treasury Board.

AN HON. MEMBER:
(Inaudible).

MR. PARSONS:

No, he 1is not. I think that when
it finally boils down to somebody
naving to sign that cheque for the
Outer Ring Road, I believe the
President of Treasury Board will
only be too glad to put his John
Henry on it.

SOME HON., MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. PARSONS:

Mr. Speaker, I was going to say a
few words on the fishery, a few
words of praise, I suppose, for
the Federal Government Loday 1in
the program they brought in. But
dismayed, Mr. Speaker, 1in some of
the answers given by the Premier
today as it pertains to the
fishery. Mr. Speaker, I have said
over and over again that when we
were a colony we managed our own
fishery. And if we do not have
money @nough to supplement what
comes from the Federal Government,
then, Mr. Speaker, this is a sad
day in Newfoundland. All I hear
today in all the answers to
questions asked by the Leader of
the Opposition and ny other
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colleagues was, 'Blame 1t on the

Federal Government. Blame 1L on
the Federal Government, We  did
our best. Blame it on Mp .
Crosbie.' Blame it on anyone

except thaemselves; not one single
cent - they said they put $15
million into the FPI plant on the
Southside. They were forced into
it, Mr. Speaker. They were not
going to do anything for the
Southside. They knew the
Southside plant was c¢losing and
did not do anything about ir,
until they were forced to put that
money in there.

Today, again, I listened in awe
when, in the letter the Premier
sent to Ottawa on April 3rd
April 3rd, Mr. Speaker, how long
did it take the Premier to get a
letter to Ottawa, telling Ottawa
what he felt wenre the best
requests for the people inuvolued
in the fishery, the peaple
short-changed 1in the Fishery. T
had the privilege to look over his
list.

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

The hon. Member's time has elapsed.

MR. PARSONS:
May I finish, Mr. Speaker?

MR. SPEAKER:

By leave?

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Agreed.

MR. PARSONS:

Mr. Speaker, I saw some of lhe
items that were top priority for
this Government . One included
Marble Mountain, I think an
expenditure of about $50 million.
Now, Marble Mountain is a qgood
thing, Mr. Speaker. It is a good
thing For Newfaoundland and
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Labrador, a good Lourist
attraction but, Mr. Spcecaker, how
many fishermen are going to gelt a
jobh on Marble Mountain? Those are
the people who have the problems,
which should be addressed, and are
not bheing addressed by this
Government.

Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker.
MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. the
Leader.

Opposition House

MR. SIMMS:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker, It 1is
rather interesting to see the
strategy of the Government. I am
not quite sure what the strateqy

1s.,

We have about an hour and ten
minutes, or so, left -

AN HON. MEMBER:
An hour and two minutes.

— an hour and two minutes left to
debate din the Concurrence Debate
on the Estimates of the
Departments of Municipal and
Provincial Affairs, Finance, Work,
Services and Transportation and
Employment and Labour Relations.

Now, that hour and two minutes is
going to be there anyway.
Sometimes, Governments use the
strategy of letting them go on, on
the other side, to run out the
clock, but the clock will still be
there,

AN HON. MEMBER:
It will still be there,

Yes, the clock will still  be
there. So, I think the people,
the thousands of Newfoundlanders
out there today right now, in
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radio land, listening Lo e
salient points being preszentec by
my colleagues, the hard-pressing
questions that are being put forth
by Members on tnis side of the
House, would 1like to have some
answers from time to time. We do
not expect Ministers, who are
tired and overworked, to Jjump up
after every ten-minute dinterval,
but I think it would be reasonable
to expect somebody to get up once
in a while and say something about
what the Government is doing.

AN HON. MEMBER:
Dic the Minister of Employment get
up?

MR. SIMMS:

I did my best. I asked a feaw
gquestions of the Ministltenr of

Employment and Labour Relations,
I thought I might goad her into
getting up, but no response. The
Member for St. John's Easlk Extern
put questions to the Minister of
Works, Services and Transportatioh
about the Quter Ring Road, and

other questions. My colleague,
the Member over here, put
questions to the Minister of

Finance.

AN HON. MEMBER:
(Inaudible).

MR. SIMMS:

Yes, about the education funding
in the Minister of Finance's
Budget, and things like that. It
is all relevant, but nobody gets
up.

Well, wmaybe I will try another
tactic.

AN HON. MEMBER:
What about the payroll tax?

Perhaps I will touch  on the
payroll tax brietly. Let us touch
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on the payroll tax briefly and see
it we can gebt hiin up, Maybhe we
can then ¢go o negotiations in
Labour Relations, so the President
of Treasury Board will feel fit
and feel free to stand. But I am
first going to go to the Minister
of Municipal and Provincial
Affairs, because I want to ask
several questions pertaining to
the portfolio he holds, and the
many facets of that portfolio, all
of which are much too cumbersome
and difficult for this particular
Minister to handle; nevertheless,
he has the ultimate responsibility
For 1it. I refer, for example, to
not only municipal grant Funding,
but I refer to the Recreation
Capital Grant Program, we used Lo
nave in this Province at one time,

which Wa s very populsanr. The
Member For Exploits, who is
sitting next to the Minister now,
fFrequently supported Recreation

Capital Grant funding for
communities around the Province,
to help them with their 1little
softball Ffields, or to help Lthem
fix something at the stadium 1in
Bishop's Falls, or to help the
Curling Club fix their leaking
roof, all kinds of things. Gander
used to get all kinds of 1little
recreation capital grants. The
commnunity of Renton, which is
having difficult times these days
with its Member I understand, some
difficult discussions and debates
have been going on behind the

scenes, but the community of
Benton would love to have

$10,000. It is not a big amount,
and paying it over a three year
period, it is nothing; or $5,000,
whatever it d4s to help put a
little softball field 1in place or
a little soccer field.

Anc this Government, I cannot
understand why they do these
things. I cannot wunderstand 1it!

It was a paltry amount of money in
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the capital budget. I know last
year, for example, the  funding
required Lo meelb the comnitments
that had alreacdy bheen given over
previous years was about $1.9
million - last year - it may bhe a
bit more this year. That 1is what
it was last year. It is not a big
amount of money. Then, I think,
it was proposed to put another
$500, 000 ar $750,000 in the
program last year for new capital

“grant funding. It was nobkt a big
amount of money; 1t was capital
funding, and it served, M,
Speaker, as you well kriow,

representing the historic District
of Bellevue, 1t served many, many
needs of many small communities,
comnunities which were not able to
put up big stadiums or pulb up a
curling rink or anything large and
grandiose like that, but Wi th
$5,000 or $10,000, and with some
local initiative and local labour,
it could sure as heck put 1in a
nice little ball Ffield for the
people in that rural community for
a bit of recreational exercise,.
But this Government eliminated the
Recreational Capital Grant Program
For this year - they eliminated
the program.

Now, I know, Mr. Speaker, you mnust
have thoughts 4n your mind, and if
you were in the position to ask a
question, as I am, I am sure you
would ask the same question: Why
on earth did the Minister
eliminate the Recreational Capital
Grant Program? I will tell vyou
what I Lhink happened, Mr .
Speaker. It 1s only speculation,
because I have no way of knowing

for sure, but I think the
Minister, himself, was Fairly
supportive of the program. That

is my guess, that he, himselfl, saw
a lot of value in the Recreational
Capital Grant Progran, along the
lines I have described, to =z 1s
small communities, I naye a
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sneaky Feeling he supported Cthat
kind of a program. Ancd I have a
sneaky feeling there are others 1in
the Cabinet who supported the
program, but when it came to the
crunch around the Cabinet table,
the fifteen people who sit around
the table, they were having to
deal with a situation forced on
them by the Minister of Finance
who insisted, Now, boys and girls,
we have to cut the deficit - we
nave to cut the deficit! Never
mind the people, never mind giving
them any social programs; Forget
that foolishness, we have to cut
the deficit. So where do you
cut?  And it dis often put forward,
@uery year, I remember when I was
in Cabinet, through the Budgetary
process Lthat kind of a suggestion
would always come up. In fact,
the bureaucrats would often put
forth ddeas they felt there was
not a chance 1in the world the
Government would ever eliminate.
It was their favourite programs,

and the most difficult ones
politically, I suppose, to

eliminate. So they would always
put forth -

AN HON. MEMBER:
(Inaudible) programs,

MR. SIMMS:

We did from time to time, but this
Government has dome it all. So
you have a situation where most of
the Cabinet, 1n my view, supported
the Recreational Capital Grant
Program, but, as we all know, what
happens in that Cabinet, Mr .
Speaker, when 1t gets around the
table up to the middle of the head
table, the decision 1is made.

AN HON. MEMBER:
The head table?

MR. SIMMS:
Yes, the head table where the
Premier sits.
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MR. BAKER:

All the same table.

MR. SIMMS:

Yas, all the sane table. When 1t
gets up to the centre where the
Premier speaks -

SOME HON. MEMBERS:

Oh, oh!

MR. SIMMS:

I will bet almost anything that
the word came down From on high
which said, Okay, there is lots of
difference of opinion on this

Recreational Capital Grant
Program. It ds a good program,
however, we havea Lo ma ke a
decision. I say I say cul dt,
and that was Lhe @and of
discussion. The rest af the

Cabinet were not prepared to Fight
the Premier, no question, and that
is what happened there. I do not
expect a Cabinet Minister to get
up  and  say that. No  Cabinet
Minister will get up and say that,
because he 1s nolb permitted to
because of the oath of ‘secrecy.
But I can tell by the grins on
their faces, their smiles, their
eyes twinkling and euerything
else, that they are saying, go to
it Simms, boy, keep ab it, because
that 1s what we were saying in
Cabinet but we could not get
anywhere with it with the Premier.

Maybe the Minister responsible for
Recreation will comment on whether
or not he was happy to eliminate
the Recreational Capital Grant
Program, which has served this
Province well, particularly rural

parts of Newfoundland. But keep
in mind, Mr . Speaker, it is
another attack on rural
Newfoundland, because Lhat is

where that program favored, no
question about it, and it ties 1in
well with amalgamation and all

these obher issues which are
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centrally focused on having big
large communities, urhan centres
only, Forget rural Newfoundland.
It is all part of the overall
mind-set of the hon. the Premier,
not Members of Cabinet. I know
what Members of Cabinet think, I
know what many of them think, and
one of these days we will see more
Members of the Cabinet be as
strong as the Minister of Social
Services who dis, I am willing to
bet, prepared to talk back to the
Premier, prepared to put forth his
point of wview, prepared to argue
with the Premier.

MR. R. AYLWARD:
He is not happy (inaudible).

MR. SIMMS
I think he still d4s, but maybe is
is not. He 1is, unfortunately,

about the only one sitting around
the table who is prepared to stand
up to the Premier. Now, that is a
bit of inside information I give
to the Member for Placentia, for
example, who may wish to stand up
in this debate.

My other question to the Minister
of Municipal Affairs deals with a
local 1dssue out 1in Grand Falls,
amalgamation.

AN HON. MEMBER:
The water treatment plant?

MR. SIMMS;

I will get to the water treatment
plant. It is & serious question.
I want to know when he foresees
the decision on amalgamation being
made? Is 1t going to be made
around the Cabinet Table, or is it
coming into the House of Assembly,
as he saild, or is he going back to
the communities and the councils
and ask them to respond to what
you think should happen, and that
kind of thing? I want to know
what the process will be, and the
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timing, I am seriously concerned
about it -  not concerned, but
interested in knowing what
happens . I hope he will stand in
his place and elaborate a bit on
that . While he does dit, I would
like him, then, to tell me whether
or not the accusation made by some
out 1in Central Newfoundland with
respect to the funding of the
water treatment plant, some  of
whom call it blackmail - I am not
sure but I might have been one of

them. I cannot remnember now for
sure, But I do know some did when
he said in response to the

comnunities out there, We will not
provide funding For the water
tireatment plant until the
amalgamation dssue 1s dealtb with.
I think that 1is essentially what
he said. In fact, I have a copy
of the letter.

AN HON. MEMBER:

What Minister?

MR. SIMMS:

The Minister af Municipal
AfFfFairs. There were many out in
Central Newfoundland who said that

was political blackmail. As 1
said, I am sure iF I was one of
them who said 4t, but I do krow
many others said it. I want Lo
krnow now if the dissue of the water
treatment plant Ffunding will be
dealt with after amalgamation.
Will 4t, din fact, be dealt with?

Is it still alive? Ts 1t sort of
on the shelf For active
reconsideration, or more
consideration after Lhe

amalgamation dssue 1s dealt with?
I would 1like him to answer that
question for me because, as he
knows , and as I have said in
response to him, amalgamation, din
iny view, should have nothing to do
with the decision on the funding
of the water Lreatment plant,
because the people out in the area
desarve good, clean water. It
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should have nothing to do with
amalgamation. So I was not happy
with that particular decision, hut
I will give the Minister a chance
to respond to it and comment on it.

I know from talking privately to
my two seatmates, geographically
speaking, the Member for Windsor -

Buchans and the Member for
Exploits, that the Meinber for
Windsor - Buchans, the Member for

Exploits and I are bum to bum and
cheek to cheek on this particular
issue with respect to the water
treatment plant; we think the
water treatment plant fFunding
shoulcd be provided because the
people deserve good, clean water.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon., Member's time 1is up.

The hon. the Member for Torngat
Mountains.

MR. WARREN:

Thank you, very much, Mr. Speaker.

I want to say a few words on the
Concurrence Debate, and I think I
will bhegin where my hon. colleaque
For Grand Falls laft off, I am
surprisecd, Mr., Speaker, that no
colleagues opposite are getting up
to defend the expenditure of
Government funds in those
Departments. I had a chance, 1in
the last half hour, to go through
Hansard For Thursday and Friday,
and I would 1like to refer to
comments made by my hon. colleague
and good friend from Eagle River.

Mr. Speaker, I am dgoing to be
complimentary to the hon. Member,
as I wusually am. I am glad my
hon. colleague brought this up,
because other than the five or six
occasions on which I brought up
this particular 1issue, in  this
hon . House, I do not recall
another Maember, on either side of
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the House, bringing up bthis
concern again. But I notice my
non. colleague From Eagle Riuver
has . I do not know 1if my hon.

colleague read ny speeches over

the last nine years or not .
Knowing my hon. colleague, and
knowing how hard I have been
fighting for the peaple of
Labrador ocver the last nine or ten
years, I would think, since iy
hon. colleague 1s new din this
House, hne would wankt to try and
find out 1f we are both on the
same wave length in fignhting for
the concerns of the Labracdonr
people. Reading my non .
colleague's comments on Friday or
Thursday, whatever day 1t was - I
think 1t was Friday - I g¢got the
feeling my  hon., colleague does
have a real feeling in his heart

For the people whaom he
represents. I would say this, Mr.
Speaker, whether he 1is 1in  the

House or on +the Labrador coast,
regardless of where he is, because
I have said this before and I will
say it again: I am talking about
the concern he axpressead with
respect to the Federal Government,
and with  respect Lo unemployment
insurance fFor fFishermen.

Now, Mr. Speaker, those who were
in the House on Friday - I was not
here, because I hnhacd my duty te my
Church on Friday. I am proud that
once in a while an individual
Member will put politics aside and
look at his obligation to his
Church. That 1is what I was doing
on Friday, and I have no qgualms
about that, Mr. Speakaer,

MR. HOGAN:
(Inaudible).

MR. WARREN:

M. Speaker, I say to my hon.
colleague from Placentia that I
was 1in the territory of my hon.
colleagues From Carbonear, Harbour
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Grace and Port de Grave, over the
weekend, I had to pay my dues Lo
my Church, and that 1is one of my
obligations, naturally, as a
Christian.

AN HON. MEMBER:
Did vyou pay (inaudible)?

MR. WARREN:

Oh, vyes, definitely, Mr. Speaker,
There is no doubt about that.

However, I would like to get back
to what I was saying. A few
moments ago, I was talking about
my hon . colleague from Eagle
River. In fact, I say to my hon.
colleague I Was very, very
complimentary to him and I would
like to continue what I was

saying. Mr. Speaker, I usually
am, However, I compliment the
hon. Member on his concern about
Ur For fishermen. Now, M~ .

Speaker, here 1is where I have a
problem.

AN HON. MEMBER:
You have a problem everywhere,

MR. WARREN:
Mr. Speaker, I do not want to be
distracted now, because I would
like to continue with my concerns
about a wvery dimportant issue. I
refer to my hon. colleague, and 1if
my hon. colleque so wishes, I can
dig up the correspondence -

AN HON. MEMBER:
That was nine years ago,

MR. WARREN:
No, eleven years ago.

AN HON. MEMBER:
All of that?

MR. WARREN:

Yes, Goes right bhack to 1979. Ir
I can recall correspondence I
wrote to Mr. Rompkey and Mr. Lloyd
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Axwarthy - T am jusbt Lrying to
think of Some Minmis bers of
Imnigration For Lthe last weleven
years now -

AN HON. MEMBER:
Barbara McDougall.

MR. WARREN:

Yes, Barbara McDougall definitely,
and John Roberts, In fact, there

were eight or nine. I
consistently correspondecd with
those Mambers asking if they
would, as Ministers in the
Government of Canada, mak e
representation ancl get the

uneinployment dinsurance changed For
the Labrador fishermen.

In fact, Mr. Speaker, I will tell

you how far I went, Whern Mr.
Rompkey was invited into M,
Trudeau's Cabinet, that  was a

glorious day Ffor the people of
Labrador; the people in Labrador
were quite happy they had a person
to represent Lthem 1in the Cabinet

So, I have correspondence where T
wrote Mr. Rompkey asking him Lo
help change the laws, change the
rules and regulations fFor Lhe
Fishermen on the Labrador coast,
exactly what the Member was =saying
Lhis past Fricday. However,  Mpr,
Speaker, the unfortunatce Lhing
about 1t is that neither  Mr,
Roinpkey, Mr . Axworthy, Barbara
McDougall, Mr. Roberts, nor any of
the Federal Ministers, have sean
fit to answer in & positive manner
the requests we have been making.
So I say to my hon. colleague, I
agree with him,

AN HON. MEMBER:
(Inaudible) everybody.

MR. WARREN:
I know. At least I have anolther
Member with me now on the coast of
Labrador, so let the two of us
Fight the Federal Governmenlt and
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Ottawa to get it changed.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Oh, oh!

MR. WARREN:

Mr. Speaker, there 1is an example.
I can understand why my colleaque
gets frustrated with his own
Members .

AN HON. MEMBER:
(Inaudible) when
there.

we were over

(Inaudible).

MR. WARREN:

Mr. Speaker, I need the protection
of the Chair For one simple
reason. Here we are talking about
an issue, where a colleague from
Labrador has been fighting for
changes in the Unemployment
Insurance Act, and the hon. the
Minister of Soc¢ial Services has
again shown, as other Ministers
and other Members on that side
show with respect to the Labrador
Coast, they do not care about the
issues which are brought up. Mr .
Speaker, you were listening to
what the hon. Member said, that he
wanted Lo see Ul regulations
changed,

MR. EFFORD:

I will tell you I was more
interested in Labrador than
putting a $25,000 washroom in my
office.

MR. WARREN:

Now, Mr . Speaker, that is
interesting. I would say to the
hon. -

MR. EFFORD:

You did not: care about the
Labrador people then.

MR. WARREN:
I sure did, Mr.

Speaker. I want
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to ask the hon. Minister, did you
put any stoveas in houses in
Labrador lately, or did he get
stoves from some other sources?

MR. EFFORD:
Yes,

MR. WARREN:

Oh, you got them from some other
sources. I see. Now, if vou want
to talk about washrooms, I will
talk about stoves. Mr. Speaker, T
say to the hon. gentleman, if
there are any stoves for sale,
please send them to Davis Inlet,
they need them, okay? And  make
sure you buy them at cost.

MR. WARREN:

Mr. Speaker, to go back to what I
was saying about my hon. colleague
and about unemployment 1insurance,
I think my hon. colleague has made
a good point on UL, I will
support his endeavors Lo gelt Lhe
ur regulations changed, because

they nead to be changed.
Unfortunately, the Minister of

Social Services does not know what
it 1is like on the Labrador Coast
between May and September. That
is the unfortunate part about it.
The hon. gentleman 1s afraid to go

on the Labrador Coast betweean
November and June . He 1is not
going to go up before July, when
he can go fishing. That d1s Lhe

problem, Mr. Speaker. He had the
past year and he did not go up on
the Labrador Coast, and I am

saying to the hon. Minister
remamber, there are concerns 1in
Labrador twelve months of the

year, not two months of the year.

No. 28 (Afternoon) R29



Mr. Speaker, might I say to the
hon. gentleman why hasn't he gone
down before? Why didn't he go
down last week?

I spent the weekend fishing down
there.

MR, WARREN:
I knew you did.

MR. EFFORD:
I do not lie about things.

MR. SIMMS:
Ask your colleague, the Minister
of Development, and nea will

arrange it for you.

Yas,

MR. WARREN:

We were talking about fishing, Mr.
Speaker, but we were also talking
about unemployment insurance for
fishermen. Unemployment dinsurance
for fishermean is very, venry
important to the people’ on the
Lahrador Coast who cannct begin to
prosaecute the fishery -until the
first of June, at least, and then
it dis only until the last of
Sepltember at the latest.

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

The hon. Member's time has elapsed.

MR. WARREN:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
Mr. Speaker?

By leave,

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
No leave!

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Member for Placentia.

MR. HOGAN:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
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I do not know what my hon. Friend
For Grand Falls means by nis
interruptions, ar what he 1is
trying to prove, but I an glad Lo
stand at this particular btime to
contradict some of Lhe garbage
that is spewing out of the mouths
of the people on the other -side,
particularly when it comes to
recreation programs. The Regional
Recreation Program, which has been
introduced in this Rudgat, is
probably the best program that has
ever been madea availlable Lo
municipalities and communities in
this Province. It dis one which
municipalities and recreation
comnissions have been seeking For
some time, and to see 1t din this
Budget after just one vear 1is a
gqood thing; it is a good thing lor
our recreation commissions, 1t is
a good thing For our
municipalities.

I realize the smaller grants
program has been cut this year,
but 1f we had dintroduced 1t this
year, Mr., Speaker, we would have

to carry it on into next year. We
have to have that 1ull for this
year, while ofFficials of thne

Department, recreation
commissions, municipalities &
Members of the House can have
Lheir input 1dinto a new progeran,
which hopefully will be dntroduced
in the Budget next year. Ir
necessary, as I understand it,
there are mechanisms in place in
the fiscal arrangements of
Government where they can bring in
such dintroductions, dntroduce such
small programs,

The communities out there are not

being deprived as hon. Members
opposite would like us Lo
believe, Since my Friend  From

Menihek 1is here today, I will
reiterate what I said the olther
day, that I am in favour of Lhe

subsidy progran Lo athletes
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travelling Fyom the Island to
Labrador and from Labrador bto the
Island. I know, during my days
down there, 41t was & great asset
to -those who wished to participate
in athletic events throughout the
Province of Newfoundland and
Labrador, and I will try to
encourage and rationalize with
those who are studying the review
of the program to see that it is
introduced again next year,
People opposite would like wus to
believe it was dropped this year.
It is not dropped this year, 1t is
still 1in place and people can
still take advantage af that
program this year.

By next year, by the time the
Budget comes around again, and my
fFriend, the hon. the Minister of
Finance stands in his place and
produces more of these programs,
the eyes of the public will be
opened, just as they were when the
last Budget was introduced.

Getting bhack to the roads program
this year. The hon. the Minister
of Works, Services and
Transportation has introduced a
capital works program which far
exceeds any program that has ever
been dintroduced. Granted 1t ds
one that probably g¢grew out of some
arrangements by our predecessors,
nevertheless it 1is there, and the
work came out early; we are not
waiting until mid~-summer so that
the work will not start until next
year, Some  of it  is started
already. It was probably delayed
because of the weather over the
weekend, but I know, in regions of
my District, some of the work is
already underway, or just about to
get underway, and that 1s the way
it should be. We should not be
waiting until the latter part of
the year Lo introduce these
programns, we should be introducing
them early so that people needing
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work during the summaer and during
the construction season can gelb at
it early, idinstead of waiting until
fFall and probably going on dnto
the following year.

Mr. Speaker, I would also like to
reiterate my earlier remarks about
the Department of Employment and
Manpower - Labour Relations. I
will get it right one of these
days! The hon., Minister's work in
Occupational Health and Safety, in
particular, in which I have great
interest, has far exceeded that of
any Minister in that position in
my memory, and I have been alt Lhe
Occupational Heallth and Safetly
game For far too long.

AN HON. MEMBER:
How long? |

MR. HOGAN:
How long? Thirty years, anyway, 1
have been involved in that, and I
have never seen anybody have input
into Occupational Healtn . and
Safety at Lhat level of the
present Minister.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

My Ffriend from 8St. John's Fast

Extern got up. I do not know
whether he spoke to the subject
under debate, or not. Did he?

AN HON. MEMRBER:
No.

MR. HOGAN:

I cannot understand Lhat, My~ .

Speaker.

Old anti-confederate (inaucdible).

MR. HOGAN:

Yas, anti-confederate;
anti-everything, I do not know
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what has come over the man since

ne got elected Lo politics. At
one time he was & very positive
Fellow, I worked side by side

‘with him for years, probably not
cheek to cheek.

AN HON. MEMBER:
You turned vyour back to him, did
you?

MR. HOGAN:

Oh, vyes. Ones time he was a good
fellow to have to your back. And
I was probably a good fellow to
have to his back. But 1t seems
that those days are gone hnow, you
cannot turn your back on him.
Gone! Gone! Recause every time
he gets up in  this House he
contradicts hisg own code of
practices, his own code oF ethics,
everything he believes in and

exaemplifies outside this House,
outside this huilding, probably
outside the city. Probably

something funny comes over him
when he comes across the -

AN HON. MEMBER:
When he comes to St. John's,

Yes, when he comes to St. John's.
That is dt. When he comes to St.
John's, he gets that mentality.
Whatever happens to him when he
comes up Torbay Road, coming to
the House, he undergoes a change
at the boundary. The boundary is
right there by Wedgewood Park, is
it?

MR. PARSONS:
I am the only thoroughbred St.
John's (dnaudible).

MR. HOGAN:

Once he passes Wedgewood Park, he
switches From Dr. Jekyll to Mr.
Hyde, or from Mr. Hyde to Dr.
Jekyll, and he comes 1in here and
he is a poor-mouthecd, mean-mouthed
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Tory, which I know he 1s not.

AN HON., MEMBER:
(Inaudible).

MR
Well, I cannot bhlame him really.
I cannot blame him for being
against the amalgamation that was
put to him, his colleague sitting
next to him has this super city
idea, you see. Amalgamation would
he a good idea in their area if it
is done in a certain Fashion, bhut
if you listen to the super c¢ity,
and 1f he listens Lto the Mamber
for St. John's East, well, then,
they are going to be lost in Pouch
Cove or Flatrock, wherever 1t s
he 1s set up now. I have somne
interest in Lhat particular
District, bacause I have soIne
Friends down there.

MR. PARSONS:
You have a brother down there.

MR. HOGAN:
Anyway, My, Speaker, the hon, the
Member cross over the boundary in
Wedgewood Park and he loses all
his senses.

The Minister of Finance, on Budget

Day ~ I have Lto gel it out. I
cannot Find the particular
subject. Although I ran across
another one. Look, Mr. Speaker,
the nan, Leader, rom Rideout:
'Give Tory Leacder Tom Rideout a
chance.' I do not know who put

this in my notes, but it is signed
by our good friend, and & Friend
of the hon. the Minister of Social
Services, Ted Noseworthy . He
thinks Ileader number one 1s the
reincarnation of Joe Smallwood.
May God forgive us!

Mr. Speaker, I an glad to stand
ancd support the Ministers who put
forward such dinnovative, such new
Liberal programs in their various
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Budget Estimates they brought to
the table here in four Comnittee
meetings . I am disappointed he 13
not here again today, the hon: the
Member for Burin - Placentia
West. Except for him, the evening
went well. The hon. the Member
for Port au Port chaired a wvery
difficult meeting. Qur friend, I
do not know what happened to him,
but he must have taken the same
pill the hon. the Member for St.
John's East Extern took, and got
ugly during the meeting and it
sort of deteriorated. But the
hon. the Member for Port au Port
did handle a good meeting, and it
went well, Thank you wvery much,
Mr. Speaker.

MR, SPEAKER:
The hon. the Member for Menihek,

MR. A. SNOW:
Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker,

I would 1like to, in speaking 1in
the Concurrence Debate on the

Rudget Estimates For the Four
Departments, Municipal and
Provincial Affairs, Works,
Services and Transportation,

Employment and lLabour Relations,
and the Department of Finance, say
I am pleased to hauve Lhe
opportunity to speak on them, and
relate o this House how it
specifically affects some of the

residents and some of the
companies in my particular

District.

First I would like to correct what
the hon. the Member for Placentia
suggested in his speaking. I know
he did not deliberately attempt to
mislead tihe Members of -this House
when he suggested that some people
on this side are leaving the

impression that Travel Subsidy
Programs, which were 1in place for
twenty-four years, have bean
discontinued in lLabrador. In
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point of Fact, he suggested they
were nokt. There were LWo programs

available to Lhe residents ol
NewfFoundland and Labrador over the
past number of years, one

instituted twenty-five vyears ago,
and one dnstituted about sixteen

or seventeen years ago. One
program is completely gutted,

slashed, done away with, so 1t is
correct when people on this side
of the House stand up and suggest
that the program is completely

discontinued, one particular
program, that is the Labrador Air

Passenger Subsidy Program. e
one, as a matter of fact, that the
non.Member, I believe, had  Lhe
opportunity of participating in a
citizen's commitlee Lhat
represented the people of Menihel,
or Labrador West as we were known
then, in a delegation that was
sent here to Tlobby the previous
Liberal government in 1966, I
believe it was.

The people of Western Labrador
appreciated the fact that he was
able to convince the hon. Premier,
and the people associated wilth the
Government at that particular day
that that progran sthiould ha
instituted.

MS VERGE :
Did he use the name Labrador Waest?

MR. A. SNOW:

The hon.Member knows the concerns
of the people of Western Labrador
because he lived Lhere For a
period of years. So I just want
to state ‘that while one program
was completely discontinued, the
other program was cut back by
$100,000, so I know the hon.Member
would not want to leave that
specifically in the Hansard,

MS VERGE:
Is the Mamber For
defending the cutbacks?

Placentia
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MR. A. SNOW:

I am sure when the hon. Member 1dsg
put in Cabinet, because Etnere are
going to bhe a&a few of them flicked
out of Cabinet, there has to be.
When he 1s put in there he 1is
going to bhe able to articulate the
needs and concerns, not only -of
the people of Placentia but: the

people of Labrador too.

And we will have those programs
back because he will be able to,
rant and roar, louder than the

and, of
things

hon.Minister of Finance
course, convince +them to do
that can help this province.

MR. EFFORD:
You fellows are dead over there,
no life in you at all.

MR. A. SNOW

But " First Mr.Speaker, I want to
speak just a 1ittle about the
Department of Municipal and
Provincial Affairs., This

Minister who also lived
lLabrador For a period
and people 1n Western

overworked
in Western
of  time,

Labrador thought he would be able
to address some of the concerns
hecause of his brief tenure in
Labracdor, that he may have some

some of
have in
lo and

understanding of indeed,
the privations that people
living 1in Labrador, but -

behold - for some reason he seems
to have a wvery selective memory

with regard to what is needed, and
what 1is necessary, and what is
right as programs for the people
of Western Labrador, He has
completely ignored the
transportation issue with regard
to the subsidies that were in
place. He has completely ignored
the request for a method of a
greater amount of funding, or a
better method of getting revenues
Frrom the mining industry in
allowing the taxes to be collected
From the wmining company.
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matter of fact I would
Lhat that i3 probably one
of  the Dbiggest reasons why. thay
came in with Lhedir infamous
payroll tax . It was pointed out
to them that there may be some
monies that c¢ould be generated,
and we know that in Western
Labrador the mining industry alone
will contribute about $ 3 million
of extra revenues coming out of
Western Labrador dinto the coffers
of this province,

As a
suggast

Fit
not
bax
Lhat
that

S@e

And,
to gut

of course, then they
particular programs and
provide a return on Lhe
dollars. The commitment
these people -~ Lthe miners
work 1in Western Labrador andl
this govermnent then decides Lo
cut the services to Lhe residents
of Western Labradar, although

increasing the tax burden upon
them. They are also very
disappointed in Western Labrador
about the lack of concern For any
type of subsidy for regional
recreational Facilities in e
Wabush Recreational Centre.

My good friend His Worship Mayor

Kelly in Wabush hrecs e e
representation afl ter
representation Lo Liis

Administration to attempl to
subsidy 1in the operation of
Wahush Recreational Centre.

get @
Lihe

This d4s & Regional Recreational
Complex, it provides a inuch-needed
recreation, I might add, because
of the climatic conditions. It is

type of
they do
alley, a

gymnasium.
spend  about

necessary to have that
recreational facility and
indeed provide a howling
swimning pool and a
And of course they

$700,000 a year on recreation and
a big chunk of it goes to the

operation of bthis particular
recreational Facility. Reing &
small community they have quilbe a
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burden. Now the hon. Members on
the other side of Lthe House and
some other people, are suggesting
that the residents of Labrador
City, through their Town Council I
would suspect, are suggesting that
they should help pay for this
recreational complex. Well, in
point of fact, the residents of
Labrador City do help pay for the
operation of this recreational
complex 1in the fact that they are
using it about 80% So about 80%
of the revenue generated within
the complex are paid by Labrador
City residents.

MR. CHAIRMAN:
Order, please!

I  want to  remind hon. Members
that, and - I could name Lhe
Distrdicts, but there are people
making comments out of their
seats . I hesitate to dinterrupt
the hon.Member.

I recognize the hon. the Member
for Menihek.

MR. A. SNOW:

Thank you very much Mr. Speaker. I
am sure the hon. Member for Eagle
River, 1f he ever goes back to his
seat, would like to be able to
stand and speak and address soine
of the concerns of the people of
Western Labrador, because he too
lived there for a brief tenure.
And maybe he would be able to
convince his colleagues

in Cabinet, who would have some

sway over the Ministers, the
Minister of Municipal and
Provincial Affairs and, of course,
the Minister of Finance.

Hopefully maybe he could also
convuince the Minister of Social
Services to not Fall asleep in the
Premier's chair, because I am sure

he will be cdisappointed din  him
when he comes back and Finds that
he 1s asleep in his chair.. But
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another particular Departmenlt that
we are debating here Loday, or
discussing here today, and I would
like to have some questions Lo the
hon. Minister responsible for the
Department of Works,Services and
Transportation.

That particular Department, of
course, was also involved in the
Travel Subsidy Program 1in Western
Labrador., I do not  want to
specifically mention, or go into
that too much now. I would rather
speak more specifically about Lhe
Trans—Labrador Highway .

One of the things that this
Government has talked about since
they were elected, was thalk Lthey
were going to provide an
infrastructure. We even heard it
mentioned here today that they
were ¢going to provide a favorable
climate for businesses Lo operate,
to geperate more ravenue, more
employment into this province.

They were going ko create @
favorable atmosphere For more
entrepreneurs Lo invest Lheir

money and create new business and
thus c¢create more employment in
this province, Entreprencurs did
that in Western Labrador and Lhaey
wanted this Government to maintain
a highway, the Trans—Labradonr
Highway, to just clean Lthe snow
off about 6 to 10 Kilometres.
This government, this particular
Department, saw it not Lo remove
the snow, although it had been
done for years previous hy the
provincial government. It should
have been done this year.

A small operator, or an operabtor
ofF a small sawmnill had to, Lthrough
his own expense, maintain that
roacd, to clear the snow, and that
particular Ministenr completely
disregarded nis responsibilitby in
doing 1t, even though praevious
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governments had done 1t. Now that
s oa wvery big disappointment and
it is hypocritical of this
Government Lo suggest that they
are attempting to provide an
infrastructure, or an atmosphere
that would create greater
opportunities for entrepreneurs to
invest money, because that 1s not
exactly what they are doing.

When a person 1invests money 1in
Western Labrador they attempt to
make 1t even harder for nim to
operate his business and that 1s
completely unfair and
irresponsible, I might add, by
that particular Department.

The snow should be removed From
the road now. There d1is still a
couple of fFeet of SNow in
Labrador, It 1is dnteresting to
note, on the other side of the
reservoir, the Ossokmanuan Lake,
that a contractor has removed the
snow from the road. Why has he
done itk? Because he wants an
early start on construction on
that part of the highway. THat is
on the eastern side of the
Trans~Labrador Highway being
constructed over near Churchill
Falls.

On the Western side the province
will not spend the money to clean
tLhe snow. The contractor wants an
early construction; he also wants
to gnsure that the SNOW is
completely ploughed From the road
so that 1in the spring runoff, it
will not do damage to the road and
thus cost nim more money in
maintenance this year, But on
this side, of course, this
particular Government does not
want to see an early construction,
because 1 do not bhelieve that they
really want to see a completion of

this particular part of the
Trans-Canada Highway, this
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Trans-Labrador Highway, they
meraly want Lto send up a little
bit of smoke  and mirrors anc
mislead and misdirect the people
of this Province.

This Government does not see fit
to provide an infrastructure, at

least in my part of this
Province. They leave that

completely to the private sector,
completely to the private sector.
If anybody wants to maintain the
road down in Burgeo, I am sure
that the Government would be down
there, Or indeed 1F they wanted
to plough the snow ofF the highway

that goes past Gandaer, Lhe
Provincial Government will Iy e

thera, But in my District, 1t is
not done by the Government, this
Provincial Government, it 1is done
by the private sector. And  that
is wrong.

The Government should live up to
their responsibility ancl not
abdicate their responsibility, but
live up to it and have those roads

cleared of SNOW in Western
Labrador, and not just leave 1t to
the nining companies or e
construction companies Lo do  the

maintenance on this nighway.

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

The hon. gentleman's time is up.

MR. A. SNOW:
Thank you very much,

MR. REID:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. the Member for Carbonear.

MR. REID:
Mr. Speaker, I want to make a Few
brief comnents this afternoon on

the Four Departinants this
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particular Estimates Comnittee
have dealt with. And I want to
start offFf by saying that being a
new  Member and having watched
Governments over the past numnber
of years, when I look at what this
Government has put forward now 1in
two Budgets, by my hon. colleague
the Minister of Finance, I can
only say that the course that we
are steering has to be one of,
hopefully prosperity down the
road, and I can nonestly say that
for a long, long time we are
finally seeing some Imovement on
the part of Government towards &
sound, Fiscal policy for the
Province, I believe, and I have
said it on a nunber of occasions,
that the present Minister of
Finance dis taking the approach
that has bheen needed or that was
needed to be taken a long time ago
in Newfoundland, and it does not
seem to me like many previous
Finance Ministers really had the
guts to do dit, or as the hon.
Members on the other side say

"intestinal fortitude!'. So I
congratulate the Minister of
Finance for being upfront and
honest with the people of

NewFoundland, and from what I am
hearing in my District, most
people 1in -my District are saying
he is doing a wonderful jobh,
finally someone is there that does
not mind letting the public of
Newfoundland and lLabrador know
aexactly what is gqoing on when it
coines to economics within the
Province.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. REID:
I often sit here and listen to my
non. colleagues from the other
side make derogatory comments
about our Transportation Minister,
ancl I guUess the . Transportation
Department, as a whole. But I am
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probably one ofF e happiestk
Members on this side of the House
because of the great and differant

working relationship Lhat my
constituents and myself have now
with the new Minister of

Transportation, as it compared to
the working relationship that my
people or my constituents had with
previous Ministers of
Transportation.

SOME _HON. MEMBERS:

Hear, hear!

MR. REID:

Just this past week [ had a town
council in from my District For a
day, they had a number of things
Lo ao, tender openings arnc
diffFerent things, and they wanted
to seea the Minister of
Transportation. Well not only,
Mr, Speaker, did they get a chance
to saee the Minister of
Transportation, but they mel Lhe
Minister of Health, +they met the
Premier, they melt the Minister of
Finance, they mel the Minister of
Education, and when they walkead
out of here on Thursday afternoon
they Just could not believe that
these people were so accaessible Lo
small town councils, and to peg
in NewFoundland in general, and
they walked away quite proud of
Lhemselves and quite happy and
content.

£}

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

AN HON. MEMBER:
Heretofore unheard of.

MR. REID:

Not as long as I remember, and I
was mayor of the largest commnunity
in my District For seven and a
half vyears. I can assure this
House that, on no occasion, was I
euer treated, M, Speaker, to
being able to get 1n not only Lo
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see one Minister, bub maybe eight
or ten, at any given ‘time. They
appreciate that, and I appreciate
ik, as well.

I have bheen successful in relation
to Works, Services and
Transportation, very successful, I
guess, in the past couple of
years, to be able to secure
sizeable amounts of money for
roads 1in places 1like Freshwater,
for example, where I believe, Mr.
Speaker, 1if I am allowed +to say
this, that the last time a road
was paved was back in the days of
an hon. colleague of mine, the
hon. George Clarke, who was once a

Speaker of the House, and I
believe that goes back Lo
somebkhing like twenty-two or

twenty-three years ago.

And now this year, I was able to
go to the District and announce
that paving, and funding for extra
paving and new paving was going to
bhe completed in my area. Ang I
will be honest in saying this, Mr.
Speakaer, I am sure ¥ am not the
only satisfied Member on this
side, I am sure there are others,
but I challenge anyone to find &
more satisftied Member of this
Government than the Member For
Carbonear,

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. REID:

I have had a connection, over the
years, with labour in the
Province, I suppose I am
considered, and I do not mind
being considered a union person,
like a lot of us, I guess, sitting
in the House. I have a number of
friends +in the Labour movement 1in
this Province who are, on a
continual basis, meeting with our
hon. Minister of Employment and
Labour Relations. And the
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comments I ain hearing From these
friends of mine are basically
comments that this Labour Minister
is doing a good job. Her door ig
open, Lthe Department is open, and
with the new Deputy Minister in
place now, I am sure it will even
hecome better, as Lime
progresses. I thank the hon. the
Minister of Labour for baeing
open-ininded, as well as
accessible, to all those people
who deinand her attention 1in the
Labour movement. I am sure that
before this year is oul, we will
see a number of, maybe not  $o
touchy dissues as they were 1in Lthe
previous Administration or the one
before that - we will Find that
the Labour movement in
NewFoundland 1s quite happy with
the progress they are making in
negotiating with this particular
Government.,

I have, as I said, been sitbting
for seven ancl one-half years
before coming to the House, as
Mayor of the Town of Carbonear. I
nave gone through, Mr. Speaker,
three Ministers of Municipal
AfFfairs, three 1n the previous
Administrations and now, a fourth,
in this Administration. Maerae  1s
no doubt in my mind that he dis Lhe
best. I do not have any problem
whatsoever,

When I look back and think about
my year as President ofF tLhe
Federation of Municipalities and
the dealings I had with our hon.
retired friend from Gander, Mrs,
Newhook, and the year I spent with
her, travelling - and she was an
honourable lady, always gave me
the attention that, I qguess 1

demanded as President ol the
Federation, as well as Mayor of
Carbonear. I can honestly say

that the whole question of Lhe
amalgamation dssue, which quite

often comes to this House from the
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opposite, ds certainly not a new

question. We have been talking
about amalgamation in

NewFoundland, I suppose, for the
past twenty-five years, one way or
the other. But, Mr. Speaker, it
took that gentleman up there in
the corner, the hon. the Minister,
to find +the guts and intestinal
fortitude to dintroduce 1t to this
Province, out in the open, so that
everybody could have a chance to
debate it. He had to introduce it
to give the Opposition 1lots of
opportunity to c¢riticize him Ffor
it.

Rut I can honastly say, Mr .
Speaker, that he was the only one
wino  had  the guts to do i1t. I
appreciate him for that, and I
know Ffrom experience that when I
listen to the hon. the Member for
Grand Falls and I think back some
five, six, seven, eight years ago,
when we were talking about the
problems that Grand Falls was
naving, the problems that Windsor,
across the tracks, was having, all
those questions were prevalent in
this House and in Lthe Province for
years,

In the Department of Municipal and
Provincial Affairs, the Town of
Carbonear, and the whole District
of Carhonear has faired quite
well. I can honestly say, Mr,.
Speaker, that whenever I bring in
anyone from the area, or they come
in on their own, or even if they
do not come din, 1f there 1is a
question arises as +to funding or
help in anyway that the Minister

of Municipal and Provincial
AfFfairs can provide For any of the
communities or any of the
residaents, I guess, in my

District, the gentleman 1s always
there. He is always there to help
wherever he can. I must give his
stafFf a word of congratulations

and appreciation as well, because
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his staft d1s¢ deing an admirable
jaob.

A couple of my hon. colleagues
prior to me standing talked about
the funding fFor sports and amateur
fitness in the Province, and some
of the cuts that occurred. I have
not looked upon them as cuts, M-,
Speaker, because I can honestly

“say  that my District has gotten

more money in sports, to
accomnodate sports facilities and
some of the recreation commissions
in the area, than they have gobtten
in a very long time. So what do I
have to complain about, absolutely
nothing,

I am also very pleased, M,
Speaker, to be able to say that
water and sawage services, as well
as roads in my District, have bheen

adequately taken care off. I am
going to continue to lobby the
Minister and I am going to

continue praising the Minister
because I think, to he gquite
honest about 1t, as we all know,
the Dbetter you get along wilh
Ministers and with anyone in
Government euen 1in Cthe Opposition
for that matter, the belbler chance
you have of succeeding to gelb Lhe
things that you need in your
District. And I take thalt Lo be
the approach -

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

The hon. gentleman's tine nas

elapsed.

MR. REID:
Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker.

SOME HON., MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:
e hon. the Member for SL. John's
Fast Extern.
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MR. PARSONS:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker,

When I saw the two Ministers over
there in the back row, Madain
Minister 1s going back to her seat
now, I have some concerns as it

pertains to her Department. But
first I would like to speak to my
old friend the Minister of

Municipal and Provincial Affairs.

I would like to ask the Minister
of Municipal ang Provincial
AFfairs what is the procedure
within his Department - coulcd I
have your attention for a moment.
Let me say this ©to you. I was
called Tlast night by the Mayor of
the Town of Flatrock, he said "we
have a problem,'

AN HON. MEMBER:
(Inaucible).

MR. PARSONS:
Oh, vyes. I am wide~open to calls
seven days a week.

The Minister may not Ffind this so
Funny, let mne speak to him
directly. The Mayor called and
sald they were out of funds. The
bank, as he knows, when their
budget comes down, they are
allowed 20  per cent of that
budget, the bank will finance it
without any money coming in.

Now last year they did an
assessment in the Town. The

assessments were finished in early
fall, October, then they said okay
no problem. The assessments are
in, we have what is necessary for
you to do the billing on a mil
rate subscribed to do by all the
council, Then they said okay, we
cannolkt bring 1t in right now. We
cannot have the assessments ready,
but that is okay, we will have it
reacy by the last of March.

March, the assessment 1is not 1in.
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The Tlast of April they still do
not have the work done,

I would like to ask the Minister
of Municipal and Provincial
Affairs, can he tell me, will he

get up sometime whenever hne finds
it appealing to himself, or I can
get his attention, or gets Lhe
nerve, to get up and explain to me
wihnat 1s taking so long? I inean,
here they are now, the bank has
said okay, we have supplied vyou
with the 20 per cent. That 1s our
commitment to the Town. Now there
is  no  money Lo run the  Town.
There is no money for lights, just

maintenance, just euery day
neecs . But why 1is 1t taking so

long? What 1s happening over 1in
the Minister's Department? Glary
he to goodness, there are less
than 1,000 people in the whole
community. The assessment Wa s
finished in October. I mean, some
pecple are saying to me, Is 1t
because of the attitude taken by
the Flatrock Town Council in sort

of defying the Minister? I hope
it is not. I do not want this to
be a Latvia. I know belbter than
the Minister. Ooh, I do, and I

would not accuse nim of such. Ruk
I don't know about certain people
within his department. Let's call

a spade a spade . That cannot
happen. You cannolkt put a gun to
people's heads like that. There

is no money down there to run the
little town. We are nobt over 1in
lLithuania you know, where the
government says, '"Okay, vyou are
not going to have dit, or we will
pressure you into giving in'.

I want to Say again Lo Lhe
Minister of Municipal Affalrs that
samething has to  he done, anc
something nas to be done tomorrow
- something has to b e done
tomorrow! I hope he is listening,
ancd I hope he will do something
tomorrow to alleviate the problem
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in that comnunity. You know, when
the Ministenr sent out the
directive, or the letter to the
Town Council of Flatrock telling
them that they should charge 13
mils -

AN HON. MEMBER:
That is not right, you know.

MR. PARSONS:

There are lot of people down there
now who think this 1is what they
get for doing just that - doing
just that. RBut I don't think the
Minister really knew what was

happening nere. I certainly
dicdn't, because I would have gone
to see Lthe Minister, But I am
sure the Minister will rectify it
as soon as possible. It dis a

situation that should never occur,
should never be!

MR. EFFORD:
(Inaudible).

MR, CHAIRMAN:
Order, please!

MR. PARSONS:
Thank you, Mr.Speaker,

I don't mind the Minister of
Social Services, Mr. Speaker.

AN HON. MEMBER:
Nobhody minds him,

MR. PARSONS:

Nan! We don't mind him,
Mr . Speaker, In fact, we encourage
him ‘every now and then, because
most of the people on the other
side are tight-lipped; they are
told not to say anything. But the
Minister of Social Services, I
will admit, we all agree, he has
the backbone, boy, he has the
intestinal fortitude to get up and
say what he likes, no holds bharred,

I think I have about three
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minutes, and T would like to

direct a faw observations I
suppose, not questions, Lo the
Minister of Employment and Labour
relations. A weaek ago past
Saturday, there was a

wreath-laying ceremony here in the
foyer of Confederation Building.

The Minister was there
representing the Government, and I
was there represaenting Lhe
Opposition. But I was sort of

bewildered at what cCame across
From all the people who were

laying the wreatns. There was
very little said about the Ocean
Ranger disaster itself, vary

little. In fact, I am sure the
Minister saw 1t as well as I did.
There was very little emphasis
placed on the actual sinking of
the Ocean Ranger . I had a
personal feeling of remorse at
that particular time, because
there were two rigs out there that
night, the 114th of February, and
we did not know for the first
hour, after the- Ocean Ranger had
sunk, which one 1t was, and I had
a son on the other rig, the 706,

But in saying that, I thought
there would be greater emphasis
placed on the actual sinking of
the Ocean Rangar. Instead
everyone there placed all sorts of
emphasis on the Occupational
Health and Safety aspect. I am
sure thne Minister was as concernead
as I was that there are so many
people out there now who would not
have one word to say along those
lines, perhaps three to four years
ago. But now, with Hibernia
coming on stream, with many more
difficult things to do, things
that are really technological, it
is a whole new sphere of action
and we are going to have to be
more careful as it pertains to
health and safety.

I think what the people looked atl,
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and what it took a few years to
get across to then, was that
perhaps the Ocean Ranger should
never have happened. I believe we
all agree on that. 7The thing that
came to my mind right away, and in
a sense 1t has been din my mind
ever since, 1is that now, with the
advent of Hibernia, we have to be
more conscious of, and the people
in industry made more aware of,
what can happen and what will
happen 1if we are not on top of
it. I think stringent rules and
reqgulations have to be brought in

ko address training and
education. The hon. M™Member for

Placentia is gquite right, but
there are going to have to bhe a
lot of rules and regulations, even
in the educational aspect of 1it.
You are going to have to be
forced, you know, 1like those EMA
prograns, which .are good programs
but not great enough; they are not

indepth enough to address
situations we are going to have
within the next vyear. I say to

the Minister - she 15 on the ball,
gand I hope that she stays that way
— I hope she will bring in new
“rules and regulations so that we
never have another Ocean Ranger
disaster, God Forbid! With that
said, thank you, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:

Is it the pleasure of the House
that the Report of the Government
Services Committee be concurrecd in.

The hon. the
Leader.

Opposition House

MR. SIMMS:
I presume the time has expired,
has it? ’

MR. SPEAKER:

I just wanted to make sure.
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MR. SPEAKER:

Is it the pleasure of the House
that the Report of the Government
Services Committee be concurred in?

On motion, the report of the
Government Services Committee was
concurred in.

MR. BAKER:

Mr. Speaker,

MR, SPEAKER:
The hon. the
Leader.

Government House

Order 2. Mr. Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:

It 1s moved and seconded that I do
now leave the Chair for the House
to resolve dtself dnto Committeews
of the Whole on Supply.

On motion, that the House resolve
itself dinto Committee of the Whole
on Supply, Mr. Speaker left Lthe
Chair.

MR. CHAIRMAN:
Order, please!

The hon. the Government House
Leader.

MR. BAKER:
Thank you, Mr., Chairman.

We are now moving to the last of
the Estimates which have not vet
heen considered by Commnittees,
These are normally done din the
House of Assembly Committee of the
Whole. Under the time allocation
allotted for Budget debate, il
would 1ike to point out that we
have, at Lthis point, twenty-Ffour
hours and twelve minutes Jleft of
debate. As this dis the only dtem
we have left to debate, we should
have time for & very thorough
debate' on the Estimates of the
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Heads which have not vet heen
examined by Committee,

The Executive Council includes the
lLieutenant-Governor's
establishment, and we all know
about that: Government House, the
official residence, the staff, and
so on, 1in Government House. The
office of the Executive Council is
responsible for all the support
services to Cabinet and the
Committees of Cabinet. The
Premier's office 1is staffed to
assist Lhe Premier in the
performance of his duties as head
of the Executive Branch of
Government . Provision is also
made For the President of the
Executive Council and Committees
of Cabinet. he Cabinet
Secretariat provides support
services to Cabinet and all
Committees, except Treasury
Board. The Secretariat is
responsible for review and
development of the Classification
Appeals Board, Newfoundland
Information Services, operates a
Comnmunications System, and so on.

Now Treasury Board, which 1s the
other branch of the Executive
Council, dis & Committee of Cabinet
responsible for the development of
financial personnel and
administrative policy in the
public service, There is a
secretariat which provides direct
support staff, ancl its
responsibilities include
budgeting, collective bargaining,
insurance services, classification
and pay, personnel policy for
public servants, and organization
and management advisory services
to all Government Departments
which we have already considered.

The final branch, the
Intergovernmental Affairs
Secretariat -~ that 1s the direct
recsponsibility of the Premier in
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this instance - is reszponsible for
all intergovarnmnaental matters,
which would dinclude all matters of
agreement bhetweean
Federal/Provincial Govermnenls
pertaining to cost-shared
agreements or any other type of
agreements that might be reached,.
In addition, of course, tLhe
women's policy office comes under
this particular Heading. The
women's policy office, I wmight
say, Mr. Chairman, I amn quite
proud of . They have done
tremendous work in the last year,
and T will be talking more about
that as time goes on.

Mr. Chairman, I have heard today,
in the Concurrence Daba
Opposition Members indicating :
they were kind of disturbed and
upset that Ministers wWaere not
standing up and taking up time to
participate in the Concurrence
Debates. Mr. Chairman, I would
like to comment on that for just a
few moments . I firmly believe the
Opposition plays an important role
in the House of Assembly. I oam a
Firm believer of that, and I amn-
also a firm believer that tLhe
Opposition should bhe provided with
an  opportunity to make whatever
constructive comments it wanlks to
make concerning tLhis particular
process. I believe we should give
them as much time as we can under
Lhe rules to explain Lheir
position din the wvarious matters,
and lots of time Lo explain
exactly what it is they are
concerned about. Me mere fFact
that Government was not hogging
the show, the Fact that Government
was giving time for concernead
Opposition Members to @XPress
their views, T did not think that
would be a matter that would be

complained about . I am uery
surprised at that. As each Membhar
got up in thedir bLen minute

allotiment, they spent the Filrst
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Four or five wminutes, with one
exception, the Member for Menihek
did not even mention 1it, talking
about the fact that Government
Ministers were not standing up and

talking in this particular
Concurrence Debate. They wasted

almost half their time making that
point, which I thought was kind of
a waste of valuable time.

- I know the normal argument is that
the Opposition have a lot of
constructive comments they want to
make, and they should have time to
make the commnents. We reiterate
once again, Mr. Speaker, I am a
firm believer in the importance of
the Opposition, and the importance
ofF them expressing their opinions,
making constructive comments and
recommendations for change, and T
really look forward to it.

I expect we will find the same
kind of +thing in this particular

debate. We have, as I say,
twenty—-four hours of debating time

left to devote to Fxecutive
Council, and this will provide
Members of the Opposition with a
lot of opportunities to express
their opinion, but do not expect
that Government Members will get
up all the time. I may sit in my
place, and the Premier, when he is
here, may sit 1in his place to
listen to two or three speakers
before we respond. I would like
to indicate to Opposition Members
that we will be paying very close
attention to the questions they
are asking, I will jot them down,
and I will try to get an answer to
every, single one of them. We
have time for a wvery thorough
debate on this, Mr. Chairman, and
I look fForward to 1it.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:
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The hon, the Opposition Hous e

Leacar.

MR. SIMMS:
Thank you, Mr. Chairman,

I have to get my breath first, Mr.

Chairman. I was so overwhelmed,
and SO overawed by tLhe

introduction.

MR. REID:
You were overawed?

MR. SIMMS:

I am absolutely sure the hon. Lthe
Member for Carbonear would not bhe
familiar with 1it. The President
of  Treasury Board's dntroduction
to his Estimates, Fstimates of
Departments for which he has the
primary responsibility, being the
Government House Leader, the
President of the Executive
Council, the President of Treasury
Board, I am sure a designation
which he dis embarrassed by when he
hears it used, but I like to pay
himn tribute by saying he must bhe,

I presume, the Deputy Premier of
the Province. Somebody acts in
the place ol Lhe Premier, I

presume . When he ds not here, who
is the Acting Premier?

MR. BAKER:

There is no such c¢creature,

There 1is no such creature. Nobody
represents the Premier 1f he s
out of the Province?

AN HON. MEMBER:

(Inaudible) .

So that would be, presumably, the
Government House Leader? So he is
the Acting Premier. He does not
like to hear it because he is too
modest, but  he 18 the Deputy
Premier. Let us face ik, that s
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what everybody recognizes him as,
and we racognize him as the Deputy
Premier, the second strongest man
in the Government of Newfoundland
and Labrador.

Mr. Chairman, before I outline the
approach we intend to use in this
particular debate, let me Jjust
respond briefly to some of the

patronizing remarks of the
Government House Leader, and the
rather convoluted, silly and

stupid argument he made with
respect to the approach of the

Opposition in debating the
Estimates of the various
Government Departments. He said

they appreciated the Opposition's
role and they understand it, and
the Opposition should have time to
get e and debate and . ask
questions and all that kind of
thing, and he said we should give
the Opposition lots of time, but
he also said 'We dintend to sit
back and listen to the questions,
and periodically we will provide
some answers, '

Well, now, I do not know exactly
how he accomplished that, because
in the last round of debates on
the Four Departments we just dealt
with, Government Services -
Municipal Affairs and all the rest
of those Departments - there were
several questions asked by Members
over here: I asked a half dozen,
some of the Minister of Municipal
Affairs, some of the Minister of
Employment and Labrador Relations;
my friend asked some questions of
the Minister of Transportation,
and not one Minister got up to
respond.

Now, Mr. Chairman, 1t 1is rather
silly and stupid to try to wmake
the points he did, that the
Opposition should have lots of
time to ask questions and we will
sit back , and listen to
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everything. I mean, the purpose
oF the debate on the Estimates is
to ask questions as we go through
them, and vyou expect the Minister
responsible, or one of Lhe
Ministers, in  the case of the
Concurrence Debates, to get up and
respond. If they want to get up
and attack the Opposition and say
the Opposition is doing a poor job
and all that stuff, that 1s fine!
Obviously under the democractic
process, and the parliamentary
process we use, we axpect
Ministers opposite to get up and
answer questions when they are putb
by Members.

We had a whole rash of them for
the last hour and & hallF Lo
Ministers din  all four of Lhose

Departments. L, mysellF, asked
questions of Lhe Minister of
Municipal Affairs and the Minister
of Employment and Labrador

Relations, under the Concurrence
Debate on those Departments, and
not one of thaem gob up to answer.
The Member for St. John's [ast
Extern and the Member For St.
Marys' — The Capes asked questions
of the Minister of
Transportation, Nobody gol up to
answer

So the argument he made 1is rather
silly, and I do not think it holds
much water - the Opposition should
have Jlots of time and everything
like that. Sure Lthey should have
lots of time, but it 1s not by the
grace of the Government, it 1s by
the rules, and we practice by the
rules. The rules provide time for
us, and we are quite satisfied to
work under the rules as they now
stand.

S0 when he says euery Member who
golt up here wasted three to rive
minutes at the heginning pointing
out Ministers were not gebting up
to answenr questions, what in
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reality he is saying, having
admitted it, is that the

Government ditself forced us ko
waste four or five minutes, if, 1in
fact, that is what we did, by not
allowing Ministers to get up and
answer questions. So if he wants
us to stop wasting time commenting
on that point, then why does he
not instruct his Ministers, or
whoever wants to get up and answer
on behalf of the Gouvernment when
we ask questions.

We will endeavour, Mr. Chairman,
as we go through the next
twenty-four hours -

MR. REID:

(Inaudjﬁle) handle it alone?

MR. SIMMS:
I am quite capable of handling it
alone I tell bLhe Member for
Carbonear, unlike the Member for
Carbonear. We expect throughout
the course of the next twenty-four
hours or so we have allobtted under
the rules, which, by bthe way, 1is
probably five or six hours mere
than we would have "any other year
- every other year you always had
about eighteen hours remaining, I
guess 1t was, or something along
those lines, for +the Departments
which were not scrutinized in the
Estimates Commnittee. This year we
happen to have a half dozen more
hours, I guess because of the
lesser number of Departments. So
that is all.

We have lots of questions, and we
will go through them as time goes
on. I am particularly looking
Forward to being able to discuss
and debate in this particular
juncture, I guess, in our
Budgetanry process, asking
guestions related to the
Government's overall operation.
After all, you are talking about
the Premier's Office. The Premier

.
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is the Leader of the Government
and, therefore, is responsible for
everything that happens within
Government. And every policy that
is undertaken hy the Covernment,
the Premier 1is responsible For.
The questions and the debate on
financial matters and tLhe
Budgetary process are always quite
wide-ranging and far-reaching. If
I remember rulings 1in the past
during budgetary process debates,

very rarely has a Speaker
intervened to call relevance,

because relevance 1in a budgetary
sense 1is very, very difficull to
define, and always the Member gels
the benetit of the doubt,
according to Beauchesne.

But we dntend to ask a lol of
questions, not just & spacific
question about how much money the
Praesident of Treasury Board has
there for +this or has there for
that. Particularly, since the
Government House Leader points out
that under these Heads we are
talking about, for aexample,
Intergovernmental Affairs. Now
there 1s a Head I think we could
spend hours on. Because 1t dis ny
understanding the role of Lhe

Departmant of Intergovernmental
AfFtairs and the Minister

responsible for Intergovernmental
Affairs, 1s to handle negotiations
that would be required between
Governments, Federal and
Provincial, bhut also to try to
foster good relationships with
other Govermnents and Governments
of other jurisdictions. Surely
what we have seen transpire over
the last several months with
respect to the Meech lLake dissue,
for one, and the kind of situation
that has arisen, the tension that
has arisen hetweaeen Leaders of
certain Governments in Canada and
the Government of  Newfoundland,
through the Premiers, is a rather

testy situation. Members can
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shake their heads all they want.
[t 1is a ftact. It 1s a reality.
The sooner Members wake up and
Face the reality they will realize
it, whether you like it or not. I
do not agree with it, but it 1is a
fact. The last person din the
world this Government should want
to have as its Minister of
Intergovernmental Affairs would be
the hon. the Premier. I think he
is the last person 1in the world
you would want in a delicate
situation, and with the
responsibility of trying to foster
good relationships.

They should have the Minister of
Finance,

MR, SIMMS:
Yes, the Minister of Finance might
be a better choice as Minister of
Intergovernmental Affairs in
dealing with provinces up-along,
like Quebec and those.

In addition to that, as the House
Leader has pointed out, we talk
about the operations of Government
House Generally speaking, 41t 1is
a practice and a tradition that
not a lot of questions are asked
in  the public lLegislature about
Government House. However, that
does not mean you could not ask
questions, or vyou should not ask
questions. I want to ask the
Government House Leadear if he
would give us a report on the
ongoing work which has been taking
place at Government House, the
renovations and the dmprovements
to the Government House facility.
I think there was a three year
plan in place. I would 1ike to
know at what stage it is. What is
the status of it? How 1much more
is to be spent on it this year?
How much 1s dintended to be spent
on it in future years 1if, in Fact,
the three year program is not yet
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completed? How much has heaen

spent in totality on the
Government House facilities, not
Jjust the residence? There was

some funding, I thinlk, for
improvements to the grounds and
the residences and so on. That is
one question I would like to have
answered sometime throughout the
course of the next twenty-four
hours, ’

With respect to the Pramier's
Office, I would like to have somne
indication From the Government
House Leader, I suppose, as to Lhe
number of staff in the Premier's
OfFfice today, which is not a
difficult guestion to get
answered, the number of the total
staff: saecretaries, temporari ]
spacial assistants, the whole kit
and kaboodle,

MR. BAKER:
No problem,

I know it is no problaem.

Put it on the Order Paper,

MR. SIMMS:

I will not put it on the Order
Paper., The President of Treasury
Board says it is no problem Lo get
the answer. If the hon. Member
wants to answer questions, lelt him
get dinto Cabinet, he will then be
able to answer questions. Until
then, I am not going to put
questions to the Member Ffor Port
aux Basques. We will gelt a chance
to talk to the Member Ffor Port aux
Basques after he returns from his
meeting in  Port aux Basques on
Wednesday, at which we will have
some  representation, as well; we
look forward to that particular
meeting.

I would 1like to ask the President
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of the Council, in his capacity as
President of Treasury Board, to
explain to the House what the
reason  was for the decision to
eliminate an entire Division
within the Department of Treasury
Board. There was a Division down
there, and perhaps he could just
help me and remind me of the name
of the Division. I can get 1it,
but I just forget it off the top
of my head now. What was it
called, the staffing or
something? They were the group of
people, as I recollect, who would
put the Treasury Board papers
together, basically, For the
Minister and for the Ministers,
the members of Treasury Board.
They were the people in back who
got all the information together,
did all the dnvestigation of Cthe
issues, correlated all the
information and put it together in
Treasury Board, in documents, for
Ministers who sit around the
Treasury Board table and have to
make  these oodles and oodles of
decisions, forty or Ffifty at a

time, I suppose, at auelry
meeting. I understand that entire
division has been eliminated. I
would Tlike to know why that was
done and, secondly, what is

happening? Who 1is doing all this
work these people were doing? I
am not sure how many were 1in that
division, but there were a number
of staff people, it was &a small
division.

I know some of the staff people
have gone +to other divisions in
Treasury Board, or elsewhere, but
that 1is not my question. I want
to know why it was eliminated, and
how much did it save? Did it save
money, or was 1t just transferraed
to other divisiaons? Ancd was it
determined that the role of these

people 1n that division was not
lmportant enough to keep them in a
separate division? Who 1s doing
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up the background inFormation now,
and who does the investigation on
preparing Lhe Treasury Board
papers for Ministers?

Now, Mr., Chairman, I do not know
what time I have. I had fifteen
minutes at the beginning, was it
not?

I would expect the Maember for

Pleasantville will have an
opportunity to stand and speak in
tLhe debate, ancl ask sOme
questions. Under Lhis next
twenty~Four hours, Jest you think

twenty-four hours is an awful Tlot
of time to spend dn  this area,
don't forget we also have Lhe
Fcomonic Recovery Comnission  we
can deal with urder this
particular Heading. I can assure
hon. Members opposite there are
lots of questions which can fill
up twenty-four hours on Lhe
Economic Recovery Commission
alone, and which we also intend to
pursue .

Several of my colleagues here will

have some gquestions to the
Minister responsible — and I quess
that comes under the Premier. I
presume the President of Treasury
Board, the Government House
Leader, will be handling the
answers 1in most cases. I do not

expect to see the Premier here
that frequently when doing thesae
Estimates, euen though, as
Premier, he should be here.

AN HON. MEMBER:
(Inaudible).

MR. SIMMS:
Yes, from time to time.

A number of my colleagues here, of
course, the Membear For Humbear
East, the Member for St. John's
Fast, will have a lot of questions
to ask the Minister responsible
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for the Status of Women. I am
sure he would look forward Lo
being able to respond to those
quastions, but I want to indicate
to him now that there are
questions which will bhe asked.

With respect to the operation of
the Women's Policy Office, does
the Government intend to, for
example, upgrade the position of
the senior administrative person
in the Women's Policy Office from
an ADM level, I think, to a DM
level? something that was being
requested in the past by the
Provincial Advisory Council on the
Status of Women, among many other
issues that will be raised by wmy
colleagues, the Member For St.
John's East and the Member for
Humber East, as well as myself and
a few other former Ministers who
served 1in that capacity 1in the
past. That is one little question
I would like to have an answer to.
The operation of Newfoundland
Information Services -

AN HON., MEMBER:
(Inaudible).

MR. SIMMS:
Salary, yes. I want to know what
the salary difference would be,
and how much more it would cost to
make her Deputy Minister status as
opposed to an ADM status.

One of the other questions 1s on
the operation of Newfoundland
Information Services.

I remember Members opposite, when
they were in Opposition - I
believe the Minister of Social
Services may have been one of them
- used to Frequently complain
about the Newfoundland Information
Services operation. What is
ironic about dit &ll 1s¢ I do not
hear a word of complaint From them
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now , That ds the dronic part.
But they used to complain because
Ministers could heave oult press
releases tLhrough NewFoundland
Information Services, and that was
terrible, and Opposition Members
had no opportunity to do that
stuff.

MR. EFFORD:
I have not used it yet.

The Minister of Social Services
has not used 1t vyet, but I cand
assure him many of his colleagues
have used it, many of them.

I would like to know specifically
what the cost of the operation of
Newfoundland Information Services
is? He could point that out to me
now or sometime. What is the cost
of the operation of Newfoundland
Information Services? Does the
Government feel, as it did when
they were 1in Opposition, that this
service 1is a waste- of taxpayers'

money, or have they somehow
changed their views and opinions
on the use of Newf oundland
Information Services? I wou ld
certainly like to hear e
philosophical reasoning For

keeping the service and system in
place as opposed to eliminating
it, which Members on the
Government side, when they were in
Opposition, frequently called on
the Government to do. Maybe they
have seen the light and they think
it is of great benefit.

AN HON. MEMBER:
That 1s right.

MR. SIMMS:

Yes . That dis right, the Membepr
says,

Now, Mr. Chairman, we are dealing
with the Executive Council, ofF
course, which is Lhe entire
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Cabinelt, the entire structure of
Government, the entire operation
of Government, so whilst my Few
introductory remarks here Ltoday
have dealt with c¢lear ditems that
come under Executive Council, the
Premier's Office and
Intergovernmental Affairs, I would
submit that any Member who wanted
to ask a question about almost any
item of Government operation could
ask it under this next twenty-four
hour period, because the Executive
Council 1s dndeed the Government
of Newfoundland and Labrador.

MR. CHAIRMAN:
Order, please!

The hon. Member's time is up.

MR. SIMMS:

Thank vyou, Mr. Chairman. I will
get bhack to dit, unless there 1is
nobody over there who wants to get
up at this point din time. The
Government House |Leader said he
was going to sit back and wait for
a Jlittle while, but it 1is up to
himself .

The hon. the
Leader.

Government House

MR. BAKER:
Thank vyou, Mr. Chairman.

I have just a couple of Dbrief
comments . Some of the plethora of
questions that the hon. Member has
thrown across the floor will need
looking dnto. They are not Jjust
factual number gquestions, but
questions about the ongoing plans,
and specific stages, rather than

the amounts of money. I will
endeavor to get the answers For
the hon. Member. The question on

the Premier's Office: Lthe Premier
will not be here until a Ilittle
later on perhaps, tLomorrow, ar
whatever, SO I will Jleave the
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questions on the Premier's OfFice
Lo the Premier o answer. T am
sure there will be a lobt of olther
gquestions other than the staffF
compliment level, hut I will
inform him  of that particular
question.

In terms of eliminating an entire
division within Treasury Board, I
will give the hon. Member a Full
report on staffing 1n Treasury
Board. ° We have eliminated some
positions, and we have combined
some small divisions in an effort
to streamline service and make 11

a little more efficient. This
goes on all the time . As

personnel changes, and so on, and
you have a look al your resources
within the Department, vou always
are in & process of  change,
adjusting your Department to the
expertise available. This 1s one
of these cases where we Feel that
we have become a lot more
efficient, but I will- - have a 1okt
more details for the hon. Member
later on.

Will the ADM For Lhe Women' s

Policy OftfFice become a DM? e
answer to that is, no. We have no
plans to do that at all. Mat 1is

the general questioning we had on
that particular office, but again,
I will get dinto the details of
that division a little later on.
NIS. This is why I stood at this

point. I just wanted to make a
comment about NIS, The hon,
Member is quite right, in

Opposition we were very upset with
NIS, and quite often expressed our
opinion, wvery loudly, about NIS,
and how it was operating.

We had many problems. We Found
that it was very difficult to use
NIS, and that it seemed Lo be
something that was used for, not
the Gouvernment as Government, but
that Cabinet Ministers wore using
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it politically, getting an awful
lot of political stuff out, a lot
of political things in the press
releases, and when we tried to use
it every excuse was looked For.
If there happened to be a word
that could be interpreted by some
very 1imaginative person as being
political, then 1t would not be
allowed, so what we were concerned
about was the way it was being
used. I am not going to get nasty
and start attributing blame here.
What I am going to say simply is
that +this 1s the system as it
evolved. We hauvue looked at it and
we co feal that there is a
function for NIS and 1t is not a
purely political function, the
function of getting information
out about Government programs, and
so on, in a totally non-political
manner, and that is the way we are
attempting now to use NIS.

If we find, at some point down the
road, that it is not really useful
and that we ourselves become
guilty of some of ©the excesses,
then perhaps, at that point 1in
time, we will decide to cancel it
as it 1s no longer serving i1ts
function, but we Ffeel there 1is a
place for NIS to geb dinfFormation
out. We find that there 1is a
certain demand out there for such
information services.

We find that 1if we were to cancel
NIS, and then Government attempts
to get information out about new
programs and S0 on, that it
becomes perhaps more costly to do
it on an dindividual basis within
Departments. And it dis perhaps
more cost effFective on an
individual basis to use NIS to get
things out. So we do see that NIS
can bhe a valuable use of taxpayers
money and we will try not to make
it a waste of taxpayers money. So
in essence that 1s the comment I
wanted to make specifically at
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this time, and I have taken nole
of every question the hon. Maembe
has asked and he will be getting
detailed answers in cdue course.

Mr. Chairman.

MR. CHAIRMAN:
The hon. the
Leader,

Opposition House

MR. SIMMS:
Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

I appreciate the dinitial response
of the Government House Leader. I
can appreciate the fack Gthat he
would not have answers to the
guestions that I have asked and
this 1s only the first series of
gquestions. Ancl as Mambers
opposite can now appreciate, we
have asked a lot of guestions Ffor
which we have not been able to get
answers, The Minister <ays ha
will have +to check 1t out. He
will have to get more dinFormatlion
and so on. ! Lhat d4s  fdine,
that is fair ball. I do not mind
that at all, as long as Membhers
opposite do not shout across and
say, ask some more queslions, ask
some more questions. Becausea
there is no point in asking
gquestions 1if Lthe Govermnent House
Leader and the Ministers opposite
do not get up and respond and
answer the questions.

<

MR. EFFORD:
Ask me some questionsg,

MR. SIMMS:

Now the Minister of Social
Services, as 1is his wont on almost
a daily basis, is  ovar there
saying, ask me some questions,
please ask me some questions. He
is  always begging to  bhe asked
questions. Well, Mr. Chairman, I
remind Your Honour, and I am sure
sitting at the chair you are fully
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familiar of everything that
transpires in the House, and

Hansard records 1t all, and you
read Hansard daily, I am sure.

I am sure Your Honour will recall
that onetime here I did ask him a
guestion.

AN HON. MEMBER:
He could not answer it.

MR, SIMMS:

Well it ds not exactly fair to say
he could not answer it, but what
was interesting about it, it was a
question that I took directly from
Hansard of two or three years ago
which was asked in Opposition by
the then Minister of Social
Services when he sat over on this
side, and I asked the question
verbatim to the Minister of Social
Services, and what dis absolutely
uncanny is that the answer the
Minister gave 1is the same answer
practically, well I will not say
word for word, but certainly the
same answer that then Minister of
Social Services, Mr, Brett, 1
bhelieve it was, gave to my friend
for Port de Grave when he was in
Opposition. Almost precisely the
same answer as the Minister. And
his response 1in Hansard to the
Minister's answer of Lthree years
ago was unbelievable, Mr,
Chairman, absolutely unbelivable
that answer is. This was the same
answer and the same question that
had been asked. So that is why I
do not ask the Minister of Social
Services too many questions. That
is one of the main reasons.

Now, Mr. Chairman, if I could just
run through a few subheads for the
Government House Leader, so when
he s doing his research and
getting some answers he can
perhaps answer these fFor me .
Maybe 1if he knows the answers off
the top of his head he can stand

.52 May 7, 1990 Vol XLI

and give them to me. Rut under
the Office of Lhe Premier - hy the
way he did not comment on Lhe
Lieutenant-Governor's Expansion
Program, if you ko any thing
about it.

MR. BAKER:
(Inaudibhle).

If the Government House Leader
knows anything about what is -
happening down there he could tell
me . It he does not, then I

appreciate he will have to get
some answers.

But under Executive Council, the
Premier's Office, 2.1.01(3)
Office of Lhe Pramiar. The
revisecd expenditure figure under
Transportation and Communications
for the last fiscal year showed an
expenditure of $55,000. Fhis year
the Estimates show a hudgeted
figure of $78,500, which dis a
fairly and considerable increase I
guess of, I do not know, 30 or 40
per cent, it works oulbt tLo. So 1
would like to know does the
Premier intend to travel more than
he has travelled during this past
year?

MR. MATTHEWS:
I hope not.

MR. SIMMS:

You know, I think most of us would
appreciate it 1ir he did not. Rut
does that mean that he dntends to
travel more? This is ¢ the
Premier's Office, so I presume it
is the Premier's travel vote, I am
not quite sure, but -

AN HON. MEMBER:
(Inaudible).

Well whatever is required, hut
there has to be some limits to it
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presumably, keeping wi th the
Governnent's philosophy of
restraint and all that kind of
thing. But why is there an

increase of 30 per cent or 40 per
cent or whatever 1t works oult Lo
be there under the Premier's
Travel?

Secondly under the Executive
Support head -~ 2.1.02.(3), vyou
will see also a sizable increase
in the travedl, Transportation and
Communication vote for the
Executive from $116,000 actually
spent this past fiscal vyear, to
$155,000, which again is a sizable
increase of forty-odd thousand
over last year's $116,000 vote, so
that dis 30 per cent dncrease or
whatever it works out to be, So I
would like to know that is for?

In addition, under 2.1.03 (6),

Administration, under Purchased
Services, the expenditure last

vear was $18,000 the budget was
$110,000, So I do not know what
the $110,000 was meant For then.

AN HON. MEMBER:
Purchased Services.

MR. SIMMS:
Well, I do not know.

If they budgeted ¢$110,000 in the
Premier's Office For Purchased
Services under Administration, it
must have been budgeted for a
reason, They must have estimated
that you need money for this, vou
need money for that, and that all
acdds up to $110,000. Unless, of
course, this was done last year
the same way that the Minister of
Finance did his payroll tax. In
which there was no thought given
to it at all, they just pulled a
Figure out of the air, and that
was  1t, here 1s what we will
raise., Rut we will have more to
say about that a little later on.
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I am dntimidated. The Minister of
Finance intimidates me. [ have Lo
rush away from the payroll tax
issue quickly and back to the
Government House Leader because I
cannot stand to be Gthreatened by
the Minister of Finance. I just
cannot stand it.

AN HON. MEMBER:
(Inaudible) .

MR. SIMMS:

No . I will have to refresh my
memory afterwards.

Now, of coursea, tLhe budgetead
figure having only spent $18,000,
the budgeted estimate 1s $63,000.
Now what was that, & 300 per cent
increase or something? L carnnot
see how the Mimister of Finance
would allow those kinds of things
to occur in  keeping with his
philosophy of restraint. Anyway,
I will rush through a few more of
these.

Another interesting one is 2.2.03,
on the next page under Executive
Support, for the President of Lhe

Executive Council, who s Lhe
Government House Leader. There is
a 2.2.03.(5) vote uncenr

Professional Services again,

AN HON. MEMBER:
(Inaudible).

Yes .

Which last year it bhudgeted
$10,000 and spent $10,000. But
the President of the Council's
executive people have now budgeted
$131,000 for Professional
Services, under that vote.

Now, I would like to know From Lthe
President of the Council 1f he
could give me the answer. [r he
wants to give it to me now or if
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he would prefer to do & bit of
resaearch on 1it, that is Fine, but
it ds an obvious question. What
was spent was $10,000, what he has
budgeted this vyear 1s $131,000,
and it is under Professional
Services, that is where you get a
few flags once in a while, or a
few pins or something. That is it
basically. So $10,000 would he a

reasonable expenditure for a
Minister of any kind, but this is
not under- the Minister's vote. It
is not under the President of the
Executive Council. See, the
President of the Executive Council

AN _HON. MEMBER:
(Inaudible) .

MR. SIMMS:
Ooh, that is an
question too.

interesting

Last vyear he spent $3,900 for
Purchased Services 2.2.01.(6), and
this year he has budgeted twice as
much, $7,500,

AN _HON, MEMBER:
Why not?

MR. SIMMS:
Well, I do not know why. That is
why we are asking him Lhe
question, and the Minister of
Forestry, I thank him for helping
us ask the question. The
Government House Leader will give
him a dirty look for 1it, hut there
it is. So -

AN HON. MEMBER:
What about old Grimes?

MR, SIMMS:

Okay, maybe he can explain thatb to
us . I understand supplies and so

on, but that is not where supplies
come from. This 1s Professional
Services, 1t 1is not supplies, as I
say to the Government House
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Leader, lest he Llhink it 1a
supplies. But. why doaes Live
executive have an dncrease  from
$10,000 up to $131,0007 Mhat is a
reasonably large increase For
Professional Services.

Moving onto the next page, these
are just a few preliminary
questions, 2.2.04, the Cabinet
Secretariat under Administration,
2.2.04.04, supplies again went
from ¢$11,600 spent Tlast vyear to
$54,000 estimated this vyear. So
why the sizable increase? Why the
difference? Why the 300 per cent
increase? Those are the kinds of
gquestions that need Lo be asked.

Now, in all fairness I also want
to  know, under eaconomic research
and analysis, 2.2.0h, and  then
down to 05 again, professional
services. Last year it Was
$417,000 spent. I suspect that
was for that model wmacroeconomic
or whatever it was called, right?
But  this yvear they still hacdl
budgeted $216,000. So, what s
that $216,000 going to be used
For? Is there some bhing more
being purchased for the executive
council? More equipment and 30
on, computer equipment?

AN HON. MEMBER:

No .

MR, SIMMS:

Which 1iF it dis, by the way, I
support 1it. I think the group in
that division of the economic
research and analysis division of
the executive council does
magnificent work and deserve all
the support and help they can
get . Just before I sit down, if I
might ask the question, because [
want to get 1into questions like
pay equity too a little later on,
but I want to ask the question:
the Minister in  dintroeducing his
estimates said that this heading
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for the next twenty-four hours
that we are going to be debating

covers executive council, and he
went down through Governmnent

House, Premier's office, President
of the council, Cabinet Committees

and SO on, and he mentioned
Newfoundland Information

Services. That 1is why I asked the
question, because he promnpted me
to ask a question about
Newfoundland Information
Services, Can I ask him where in
his estimates the operation of
Newfoundland Information Services
is coveread under this head,
because I do not believe 1t is. I
believe 41t was always 1in Public
Works. So mayhe -

AN HON. MEMBER:
The responsibility is here.

MR. SIMMS:

Well, what I wondered is maybe as
the Minister read over his notes,
which he perhaps was not
thoroughly familiar with, he does
not read them night and day and
morning. He does not wake up at
night, or 3:00 in the morning and

read through all this stuff. I
wondered 1iF he meant to talk about
the Newfoundland statistical

agency, which does come under his
amhit but he did not refer to in
his introductory remarks. So I
just thought it might be an
oversight. But nevertheless we
have agreed Lthat you can discuss
almost anything anyway, but I just
wondered 41f it din fact had been

transferred to Executive Council:

from Public Works. Perhaps the
Minister of Public Works can tell
me. Has it been transferred?

AN HON., MEMBER :
Yes.

MR. SIMMS:

So 1t 1s under Executive Council
not under his Department any more?
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AN HON. MEMBER:
(Inaudible) .

Pardon?

AN HON. MEMBER:
(Inaudible).

MR. SIMMS:

The responsibility comes under the
President of the Council, and that
is- you, But the head, the vote
and the head 1is still under the
Minister's Department  of Public
Works is that it?

AN HON, MEMBER:
(Inaudible).

Pardon? I am asking the Minister
of Public Works, who 1s much more
familiar with these things,
obviously tha President of the
Council does not know.

AN HON. MEMRBER:
(Inaudible).

MR. SIMMS:

. SIMMS

You will answer later on, okay.

But T am wondering what 15 going
on here, because all ofFf a suddeaen
the President of the Council dis
answering For NewFoundland

Information Services. I cannhot
fFind 1t in his heading anyuwhere,
So obviously something has
happened. Somelthing has
happened. We have uncoverad

something. Now we are not qguite
sure yet what 1t ds, but we are

getting to something. The
Minister of Public Works says the
raesponsibility For Newfoundland
Information Services has bheean
transferrad Lo the Executive
Council, the Presicdent of Lhe
Council, the Governmnent House
Leader. It is no longer  the

responsibility of the Minister of
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Public Works . Where is it,
about? Could he tell me. Bacause
he just told me it was not there,
Well the Minister said it was not
there a minute ago. I asked him
and he said no, 1t d1s not there
either. I am sorry it 1s not
there. Now he dis telling me it is
there. So 1is'nt he glad that I
raisecd this matter?

AN HON. MEMBER:
(Inaudible),

MR. SIMMS:

Okay, what number? 2.5.01, So,
in fact, then the vote 1is not in
Public Works ancd Services. The
Minister 1is not responsible for it
any longer dn  Public Works and

Services. So can I ask the
President of the Council to
explain to this House why the
operation of Newfoundland

Information Services, which was 1in
a Government Department ™~ Office,
handled in a non-political way, as
they tried to say, has bean

suddenly transferread to the
Executive Council headed by the
Government House Leader and
therefore responsible to the

Governmnent House lLeader, Why was
that transfer made from Works and
Services ovar to the Executive
Council? I would be interested to
hear the explanation and no doubt
we will have some follow up
questions to ask with respeclt to
that operation.

So I guess my ten minutes dis up,
or whatever it was. So I will see
what the response 1is, 1if there 1is
any response.

AN HON. MEMBER:
(Inaudible) .

No, I hear some responses.

MR. BAKER:
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Mr . Chairman.

MR. CHAIRMAN:

The hon. the President of Lhe

Council.

MR. BAKER:

Thank you, Mr. Chairman,

I could I suppose go through with
Lhe details, but the Member asked
for an explanation. I will not
deal with the Premier's OFfice, I
will Tet the Premier deal with
that. I think that is only
reasonable . I think what you will
find 1is that within the Premier's
Office we have managed Lo save,
compared to two years ago, almnost

$1 million a year in Ll
operations of the Premier's

Office, a Fadir amount, of
downsizing, but the Premier will
outline in detail exactly what Ghe
staff 1is, including part-time, and
people that are brought undenr
contract, and what have vyou
Lemporary people.

AN HON. MEMBER:
What is the (inaudible)?

MR. BAKER:

If I remember correctly, t e
Premier has the exact amount, 1t
is at least $600,000 a vyear that
has been saved. I will let him
answer when he comes. He will be
here. Under Executive Council
there were a number of quaestions
asked about supplies and purchase

services. First of all, under the
President of Execukbtive Council,
2.2.01.(48) and (6): One is
supply, and the other is purchase
services. lLast year $3600 and

$3900 were budgeted, respectively,
and it was spent.

AN HON. MEMBER:
Which one are you talking about?

MR. BAKER:
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I am talking about 2.2.01.(4) and

(6). That isg President of
Executive Council, Supplies and
Purchase Services. Last year

$3600 and $3900, respectively,
were budgeted and was spent. This
year you will find that both
amounts have been put in as
$7500. It is a little over
doubled.

AN HON. MEMBER:
Why?

MR. BAKER:
We Felt we needed an extra $3000
or $4000 in there to simply
provide the service that we need
to provide. We ran out of money
there before the end of the year,
as was obvious, the total amount
is spent, so we felt that rather
than experience that situation in
this coming fiscal year, that we
put 1in an amount that we felt
would be satisfactory, so we would
not have to stop providing the
services that we ordinarily
provide, so that ds about $7500
there.

In terms of the big amount that
was questioned under Executive
Support 2.2.03.(5), Undar
Executive Support for the Cabinet
Secretariat, the amount of
professional services which was
$10,000 last yaar, which was
spent, and this vyear that has
suddenly become $131,000 which 1s
an increase of $121,000. This has
to do with the one time purchase
of micro-computers and associated
software packages to develop and
implement a computerized document
control system,

AN HON. MEMBER:
A what?

MR. BAKER:

A document control system. It is
kind of dmportant to have this
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document control system because,
as hon. Members know, one of Uhe
problems of Government 1s bhere
are a lot of document floating
around all over the place, &and
papers whiche presented and so on,
and they go through an awful lot
of hands . It is kind of
important, because some of these
things are highly secret, so it 1is
kind of dmportant that we have a
hetter document control system,
and this will provide uws with that.

Also dncluded dn this funding is
noney For training seminars
provided by NLCS d4in terms of the
use of this particular computer

system we are dmplementing. S0
that d1s an unusual expenditure, a

one—-time expenditure For the
implementation of this particular
computerized document control
system.

Now, <then, the next question was
2.2.04.04. The item that was
mentioned, supplies: Last vear we
had -~ I do nolt have my glasses. 1
think it 1s  $55,600. [ cannot
quite get far enough away,

AN HON. MEMBER:
(Inaudible).

MR. BAKER:
Yes, and we spent only $11,600.
This Head generally is For routine

office supplies, including central
stockroom iteins. I suppose what

happened was we did not keep up
our central stockroom ditems in
this particular year; the ones you
normally keep in supply, we Tlet

the level drop. We will still
have the same amount of Ffunding in
there next vyear. Maybe we will

nead it, mayhe we will not.
Presumably we will probably need
that amount to keep a constant
supply. There was a fairly large
supply there and we just let the
supply drop, therefore we did not
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need to purchase as much as we
Lhought we would. That 1s the
explanation of the dropped, low
amount, but we probably will need
close to the ¢$54,000 next vyear.
It dis a normal expenditure over
the vyears, but we felt the 1level
was kept too high so we had a one
year savings of $40,000 by letting
the inventory drop, that is all.

The next item 2.2.05.065,

MR. CHAIRMAN:
Order, please!

It being 5:00 p.m., I will leave
the Chair and invite hon. Members
to join me at 7:00 p.m.

MR. BAKER:
No, the Committee rises and
reports progress, doesn't it?

AN HON. MEMBER:
No.

MR. BAKER:

No. Okay, no motion.

Mr. Chairman, could we stop the
clock for & moment? I want to
explain to my colleagues what has
transpired here, Obviously the
Govarnment has decided, in  its
wisdom or lack thereof, that we
will sit tonight. I believe, in
consultation with +the Government
House Leader, we will be sitting
several nights for the next couple
of weeks. That is the
Government's prerogrative, of
course, but obviously it puts the
Opposition in a 1little bit of a
difficult position and situation.

AN HON. MEMBER:
Why?

MR. SIMMS:
A Member asks why. If I wmay be
permitted, I will explain why
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quite sincerely. For example,
tonight, as a resullt of Lthe Fish
aid announcement today, there are
colleaqgues of mnine whao have
meetings in  their constituencies
with their Concerned Citizens
Committees and groups, which were
all prearranged for tonight, and
there are going to be quite a few
of our Members who are not able to
be here tonight.

All the Government House Leader
indicated to me last week was that
this is something he may be doing,
but there was no specific times or
dates, He did not tell me when
they were going to start, so [ am
saying this more as an explanation
to my own colleagues. I pulb it Lo
the Government House Leader, 1f he
was going to do ik, could he give
us a day's notice so that Members
could properly plan thair
situation. I do not believe he ds
interested in doing that, so we
have no choice. But it is
unfortunate that it be done this
way, without some kind of proper
notice S0 that Mambars can
properly organize and plan their
itineraries and agendas.

Now, their respponsibility is Lo
the House of Assembly, they are
elected to the House of Assembly.
On the other hand, I would not
fault one Member who was going to
be participating in meetings with

citizens groups and Concerned
Citizens Committees in Lheir

respective communities tonight and
over the next few days, dealing
with this very serious situation.

So, if the Opposition ig
short—-changed tonight in terms of
numbers, I want it to be clearly
understood that is the main reason
For 1t, and that could be the case
for the next three or Four days.

I mean, it is up to the
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Government, IF they want to rush
throughthe budgetary process by
sitting nights, which obuiously
will be rushing through the
budgetary process, well, that is
their decision and they will have
to explain why they wish to rush
it through.

. MR. CHAIRMAN:

The hon. the
Leader.

Government House
MR. BAKER:
Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

As Government House Leader I am
responsible, I guess, for the

proper scheduling of House
activities and planning ahead and
SO on. We have a lot of

legislation on the Order Paper
now, with more to come. There are
some items which are going to have
to be dealt with this spring. To
be quite candid with vyou, some
items will have to be dealt with
this spring, some 1tems we are
under, perhaps, some time limits
to bring before the House and
discuss. However, before we get
to that we should deal with the
Budgelb process. That also has Lo
be dealt with.

I would prefer that we spend a
couple of weeks having two or
three nights a week sitting to
deal with the matters. If we do
not do that, then we have a lot of
debate left, we have a lot of time
left. I think all hon. Members
feel they would rather not be here
all summer. Part of the summer is
fine, but they really would not
want to be here all summer. To
expedite matters and, 1in essence,
in the final analysis to make it
gasier For everyhody, it is
probably Dbetter Lto continue our
rather leisurely and thorough and
fFull debate, and Tlet ws do it.
There 1is no rush. There are a
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Full, I believe, twenty-Four hours
of debate which have to be dealt
with. We are not rushing that
We are nobt asking that Lhis be
reduced to five hours or anybthing
else, it dis the full twenty-four
hours. And we will have the same
problems that the Opposition will
have, there is no doubt about it.

our Members have the same Districtl

type problems . There will be
times when we will be a bit short
on numbers as well, but I believe
we will have to go on with this
business. I don't think there is
anything Lo be gained from

dragging it out for the next three
or four months. If we can do it
in two months, I think we should.

MR. CHAIRMAN:
The horn. the
Leader.

Opposition House

MR. SIMMS:

Mr. Chairman, if I could just make
a fFinal comment on it. Obviously
there 4s no point in arguing or
debating it, haecause Lhe
Government 1s nol going to change
its mind anyway, it intends Lo
pursue Lthe matter 1in the way Lhe

Government House lLeadaer has
outlined, I just say to him once
again that in terms of it being a

leisurely pace, what he i1s going
to do over the next two weeks,

night sittings and atternoon
sittings, if that is not an

indication of rush, I do not know
what 1is. I can say to him quite
categorically that Members on this
side of the House were quite
prepared to let the process Follow
the normal way that it would, and
we may bhe here until July 1 and we
may nobt he. Bubt don't forgel we
gelbt fairly well paid to do our
jobs, and to do them in a proper
Fashion. My only caoncern, to he
quite Frank witkh you, baecause
night sittings mean nolhing to me,
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my biggest concern is that because
Members have commitments in their
constituencies and the only time
they can respond to requests from
constituents for major meetings,
particularly in  this time  of
crisis with fishery, are evenings
and nights, that precludes these
Members, who have been duly
elected to serve in the House of
Assembly, from having the
opportunity to come and ask
questions, as well. That dis the
big point I want to make. But, as
I say, the Government makes dits
decision and whatever it wants to
do it can do. The fact that they
will have trouble with numbers is
really dirrelevant, because they
have the majority, they obuviously
have more than we do anyway.

Having said that, may I Jjust
indicate, as ds our practice, that
the Private Member's resolution
for Wednesday will be the
resolution put down by myself on
the Ombucdsman's Office. We will
be calling that one on Wednesday,
for the benefit of the House.

MR. MATTHEWS:
Are we going to be allowed to do
that Wednesday, or will you
disrupt that?

Recess
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UNEDITED

(RO U GH COoPY)

The Committee resumed at 7:00 p.m.

MR. CHAIRMAN:
Order, please!

The hon. the President of Treasury
Boaird.

Professional Services are showing
increases. There 1is one item I am
now trying to <isolate here which
has to do with Professional
Services for Economic Research and
Analysis. I believe the question
that the QOpposition House Leader
had was that he was quite familiar
with the $417,000 that was done
before. The modelling exercise
that we are going through which I
believe accounted for $300,000,
that amount previously. The
amount of $216,000 - his question
was not why the decrease? Because
he understood that. It what was
the $216,000 going to be spent on?

The Professional Services relate
to the ongoing design development
estimation and updating of the
econometric model? And the
continual plugging in of the
information into that model to use
it, unlying computing, data
storage charges, NCLS and the
Conference Board of Canada,
consulting charges relating to
computer programs, use of the
Conference Board of Canada's ERIC
computer system for design work
and testing of provincial
econometric model e} that the
model is going to be tested by the
Conference Board of Canada
computer systaem.

I suppose all models at some point
in time, 1in order to be sure that
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they are perhaps doing what Lthey
want to do they have Lo go through
a series of test and have to Dbe
tried with data and I suppose it
will have to take a rumber of
years bhefore we really know 1if
that model 1s exactly what it says
it should be. Now using past data
you can test, but the only time
you know whether the model is
really good is if you use
projections dinto the future and
then wait and see how that wmodel

_performed based on the projections

it has made into the future.

So anyway it 1is going to bhe tested
by the Conference Board of Canada,
Canada's Computer and assesses Lo
the Conference Boards provincial
and national forecasting models,
So that is what the $216,000 was
for. I could probably, I do not
have it here, but I could probably
get an even Ffurther breakdown of
that amount probably get an even
further breakdown of ,that amount
and find out exactly how much s
going to each and how much the
Conference Board of Canada, how we
are going to pay them. So, if the
Opposition House Leader wants to I
could perhaps do & Titlle more
break down of that $216,000. Al
I think, Mer. Chairman, these are
the specific questions on that
topic. 1 still haue some
guestions velt unanswered and I
will try to get back to these a
little later on this evening.

MR. CHAIRMAN:
The hon. the
Leader.

Opposition House

MR, SIMMS:
Thank vyou, Mr. Chairmnan. I Cthank
the President of the Council for
supplying that limited bit ofF
information. I will Fjust briefly
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run  through quickly some of the

other items that are still
outstanding and make sure that we
are on the samne track here, I
would like to have a run down on
the Government House, the

Lieutenant Governors establishment
process that we were talking
about, and I would also like - he
has taken notice of the increase
in the transportation for the
Premier's office, both himself and
the executive support. And also
the purchase
Administration in the Premier's
office. He has a note of that one.
I just wanlt to return briefly to
the supplies and purchase services
For the President of the Council.
The President of the Council
indicated 1in  his answer earlier
today that there was both supplies
and purchase services had an
amount of $3600 or $3900
respectibly and that was all
spent, and that his answer to my
question why bhoth those items were
increased by 100 per cent are 1in
Fact doubled, nearly doubled, why
that happened. And his answer, if
I heard him correctly was, "to
provide the services which are
necessary under that vote.' Now
that 1s a pretty broad answer and
pretty vague. So, what I would
really like +to ask 1is what will
the $15,000 be spent on under
supplies and purchase services for
the President of the Council and
why he would, last year, spend
only $7500 and now all of a sudden
want twice as much, $15,000. That
is not frugal, that is 100 per
cent increase, and I am surprised
that the Minister of Finance let
that slip by. So, I would like a
bit more specific on that rather
than just saying providing the
services which are required under
that vote. I would like to know
what they are and what exactly he
will be spending twice as nuch
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services for the

money on this yvear under purchase,
services and supplies. And  just
Lo follow up on his response Lo
the macro -

AN HON. MEMBER:
Quiet!

MR. SIMMS:

~ the macroeconomic model that he
referred to that was purchased
last year by the Economic Research
and Analysis Division of fxecutive

Council I would indeed be more
interested 1in & little wmore break
down and Mo e information. I
recollect that there was supposed
to he a test done by Lhe
Conference Board of Canada of the
model that Lhe Governmaent

Purchased. And indeed 1t was @
model designed by Lthe ConfFerence
Board of Canada, or recommended by
the Confernece Board of Canada
certainly. And to test the model -

MR. CHAIRMAN:
Order, please!

The conversation in the House is
becoming quite loud. I would ask
people to refrain From talking so
much in  the House. I am having
difficulty in hearing Lhe
speaker. I am sorry for the -

MR. SIMMS:

Thank you very much, M,
Chairman. That was & perfectly
valid intervention and L

appreciate it

As I was saying, to Ltest the
macroeconomic model that was
purchased by the economic research
and analysis division of Executive
Council at & cost of $216,000
seams to me Lo be extremely high,
but T am nolt a computer analyst
nor an expert in the Field, so
perhaps there is a better
explanation for it. So, I would
appreciate it 1f the President of
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the Council would attempt Lo gelb a
bit more information on that
particular vote. And does the
$216,000, in fact, cover simply
the cost of having that model
tested because it does seem like
an awful lot of money.

But just to move along with a few
more technical questions that I
have before I get into some of the
policy questions that I wish to
raise throughout the course of the
nexl twenty-two or twenty-three
hours along with the assistance of
some of my colleagues here,

Under Cabinet secretariate 2.2.09,
the Classification nAppeals Board.
I was rather intrigued to see such
a sizable dncrease 1in 2.2.09.03,
the transportation and
comnunications vote for the
Classification fippeals Board.
lLast year it spent $10,000, and if
my memory serves me correctly that
is probably consistent with the
past, and I aim not absolute
certain of that. But there 1is a
sizable dncrease projected in the
Estimates this year up to $45,000,
which is what 300 per cent or 350
per cent increase. And S0 I
wonder 1f the President of Lhe
Council can tell us or the
President of Treasury Board in
this case can tell us why such a
sizable increase in the Estimates
fFor Transportation for the
Classification Appeals Board would
he necessary. The Classification
Appeals Board, I suppose, would go
to different parts of the Province
from time to time, but not very
frequently as I recollect it. And
maybe there 1s some other reason
hare. Maybe it has to do with
some Classification Appeal Program
that the Government has initiated
that we are not aware of, maybhe a
larger scale, I really do not
know. And that dis why I am asking
the question aside from the fact
that bthe dncrease 1s sizable, 350
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per cent. So  perhaps he could
check that one Ffor mnae,. e has

note of that.

Moving on to the next page,
2.2.10.06 - Purchased Services -
under the Administration of the
Offshore Fund, Last year while
you had budgeted some money there
was nothing spent in the last
fiscal vyear at all for Purchased
Services. This year however there
is an estimate for $4.1, 000
provided in the Estimates fFor
Purchased Services dealing with
Lhe Administration of the OFfFshore
Fund . And hi do not quite
understand why, particularly

where there was nothing spent las
year why there would bhe anybthing
reguired and I particularly do not
understand why there would be
$41,000 required not having Lhe
information. There may he a very
straightforward and ¢clear
explanation. So I would ike to
know what it d1s for, specifically
what the items are for?

Now 1f we move on under the
Treasury Roard Secretardialt's
Estimates 2.3.06.05 - Professional
Services, under Lhe Collective
Bargaining Division of Mreasury
Board ., You will see there under
Professional Services an
expenditure of $92,000 last vyear,
which I presume had something to
do with the new HAY pay system. I
presume 1t may have something Lo
do with that. 1 am not absolutely
sure., It may just have had to do
with some professional help
employed by the Collective
Bargaining Division in idits ongoing
negotiations with the Public
Service and the public servants
that it negotiates with.

7

o

But why T am interested 1in Lthis

bhecause there is a sizable
increase there For Professional
Services under Collective
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Bargaining bhis year, It  went
From $92,000 actually spent last
year. This year estimated the
$200,000, which 1is over 100 per
cent increase. Now that can tell
you several things. I suppose one
of the spectulative reasons for it
could be that the Government 1is
anticipating a difficult year in
the <c¢ollective bargaining area.
We all know there are a sizable
number of contracts up for
bargaining and particularly the
Public Service represented by
NAPE, General Service, teachers,
groups and a whole pile of others
is aware, So what are the
professional services used by the
Collective Bargaining Division. I
thought that the Collective
Bargaining Division are
nagotiatkors were professional
people themselves. But are they
intending to hire outside
professional advisers? And if so,
how many are they planning to hire
with an dincrease of over 100 per
cent in the Professional Services
vote under Collective Bargaining
From $92,000 up to $200,0007

AN HON. MEMBER:
What about the Arbitration Boards?

MR. SIMMS:

I am not sure of Arbitration
Boards, or the cost of Arbitration
Boards are covered under Purchased
Services and Collective Bargaining.

AN HON. MEMBER:
They are.

MR. SIMMS:
They are, are they?

Well 1t could be the answer. My
friend for Torngat Mountains who
1s a very knowledgeable individual
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Wwith respect to collective
bargaining and matters oF Lhat
nature 1s probably more familiar
than I. If that was the answer

then obuiously the Govearnment
expects and anticipates there
would be twice as many arbitration
hearings as they ever had before.
So I am not sure that that is the
only answer, and we will give the
President of the Council the
benefit of the doubt until he
provicdes us with SQME
information. Well, I guess my
ten minutes are up now, the first
ten minutes, so we will leave that
much for now and see what the
President of the Council has to

say about those f e little
gquestions, and if he has MY

responses.,

MR. CHAIRMAN:
The hon. the
Council.

President of the

MR. BRKER:
Thank you, Mr. Chairman,

The 1items mentioned by bthe House
Leader. I believe the First one
was 2.2.09.03, the classification
of appeal boards. It s  simply
that we expect those boards to bhe
more active this year. I will gel
the exact note on it, bubk it i3
not very elucidating in terms of
the notes I read. It simply says
here $45,000, travel and telephone
related expenses, related to the

Classification Appeal Boards. I
suspect that we expect mnore

activity this year. Again, T will
check further and see, but as far
as I know that is the explanation.

In terms of the offshore fund,
Administration, Purchase Services,
31.2 budgeted last vyear and we
spent O, because 1t turned oul
that there was no need Lo spend
any money. We now envision the
development of some brochures and
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so on so Lthat $41,600 has bto do
with the development of brochures
related to the offshore fFund, and
the use of the offshore fund. I
have not seen any mock-ups so I do
not know exactly what the
brochures are, In terms of the
collective bargaining,
professional services, 2.3.06.056,
a jump from $92,500 to $200,000.
Now, the professional services,
the Member 1is quite right in the
sanse that - okay, that was
another one - Government share the
cost of negotiation conciliation
interest and rights arpitration
board hearings. That is the right
to arbitration board hearings
included there. And, there was a
purchase of some micro-computes
and associated software for use in
that particular function. I think
the real dincrease here has to do
with what we project to be the
cost of conciliation and so on.
We are doing a lot more collective
bargaining this year than what we
have done in quite some time 1in
any one given year, as the Member
knows . ALl of the units are
bargaining at almost exactly the
same time, There were some things
left over from previous years that
we are now getting out of the way,
like the lLabrador benefits. We
signed that package this morning,
as a matter of fact, so that is
out of the way. As the Member
knows when we get into collective
bargaining every time we have to
call in a conciliation office, or
go to conciliation boards, there
is a lot of extra cost involved
there, and I suspect the majority
of that increase, up to $200,000
has to do with that conciliation
process, the expense of that, We
predict Lhat in terms of
collective bargaining there will
he neacd for a lot of
conciliation. We do not expect
that we will get through all of
our collective bargaining episodes
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without any contlict and without
need for somebody to come dn and
talk the two parties separately,
so we percieve there will be that
naed, I do not think we are
foolish enough to presume that we
will not need the services of
these people because 1t is a time
of conflict, as the Maembher
realizes. Even the settlements
that we have reached so far, Lhe
one that was signed ©this morning,
the Labrador Benefits, ended the
settlements that we have reachead
so far, ended up 1in conciliation.
At some point a conciliation
officer had Lo be brought in
because you see 1t is &a very, very
diffFicult thing to gelb agreemaent
of  NAPE, CUPE, the Nurses Union
and the Teachers and 1kt goes on
and on of all of these different
union groups with some management
people, To actually gel all of
tLhese unions to coine Lo an
agreement that everybody ds happy
with, to get all of the managemaent
people, hospitals and what have
you, Lo also agree, and Lo geat
everybody to sit down and reach an
agreement on lLabrador benefits, [
think was a major accomplishment .

There were those who said that it
could not be done. You cannolb get
all of these people to agres on
anything. But I will tell vyou,
Mr. Chairman, we have been very
successful, Everybody is happy
with the Labrador benefits with
one exception, and that happens Lo
be the policemen in Labrador West,
I believe. But the policemen were
there and they signec the
agreement today. I believe that
was the only unit that rejected
it. The reason they rejected 1t,
they thought that they might be
able to do better on their own. L
believe they were satisfied with
what happened excepl Uthey thought
well maybe 1f we go 1t on our own,
we might bhe able to gelb a bebter
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deal. Recause we had made a deal
with the policeman not too long
ago in terms of their pension and
more take home pay and so  on.
They thought Lthey could get a
better deal on their own which is
reasonable.

If every group thought they could
get a bhetter deal on their own
then we would have no deal with
anybody and everybody would have
sufFfered. We as Government would
have suffered, the unions would
have suffered because they would
have to, at all time, go through
Lhe process of negotiating these
Labrador henefits separately, a
lot of trouble, a lot expense.

So, Mr. Chairman, I am very, very
proud that today we could sign an
agreement on Labrador benefits
with such a substantial amount of
cooperation between unions that
quite often are working at cross
purposes . It was. a major
accomplishment of this Gouvernment
and we are all very proud of it.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. BAKER:

I might say that within the next
Few days we will be signing the
nurses agreement as well, and that
is another one that we are very
proud of.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. BAKER:

So, Mr. Chairman, the extra amount
of money there 1s an anticipation
of what we are going to have to go
through in this vyear to reach
satisfactory agreements with our
employees, I am confident that we
can reach satisfactory agreements
with our employees.
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MR. CHAIRMAN:
The hon. the
Leadear,

Opposition House

MR. SIMMS:

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Just so that we keep this whole
process straight now, wunless the
Government House Leader somehow
accuses us of not asking questions
or anything like that, I want to

emake sure that he is on top of all

the questions that we have asked,
and the ones that he still owes us
answers to and more dnformation
on, continuing off where we Tleft
of f in the last segment. T he
Classification Appeals

AN _HON. MEMBER:
(Inaudible).

MR. SIMMS:
Pardon?

Yes. You never asked & question
in your life. Nobt unless 16 was
sensationalized.

AN HON. MEMBER:
(Inaudible).

Always provided answers.
The Classifications Appeals -

AN HON. MEMBER:
(Inaudible).

MR. SIMMS:

Well, I am the critic if the hon.
Member For Exploits does not
mind. I will carry the ball for a
little while.

The Classification Appeals Board,
I accept whalt he has said in terms

of the explanation For 1t. Mhere
will be more appeals and,
therefore, more travel by the
Classification Appeals Board 1
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presume, which is  what I  was
asking about because that sounded
to me to be a bit strange for the
Classification Appeals Board to be
travelling all around the Province
and to expect, or to get -

AN HON. MEMBER:
(Inaudible).

MR. SIMMS:
Pardon me?

Yes. But why would their
transportation vote go up $10,000
Lo $45,000 that is the question.
It has nothing to do with people
coming 1in here to appear before
the Roard, It has nothing to do
with it at all. But it appears as
if the Classification Appeals
Board is going Lo do a
considerable amount of travelling
and that to  me sounds a bit
strange. That is uhy more
information dis required on that
item, as the Government House
lLeader said he would check it a
bit further and try to find out a
bit more For me.

I am a&a bit dintriqued with his
answer  on Lhe question that I
raisad about Purchased Services
for the Offshore Fund . The
Administration of the OffFshore
Fund, he says, I asked him, how
come last year there was nothing
spent. He said there was no need
to spend anything. Now that 1is a
pretty straightforward answer, no
question about that, but it does
not help provide much dinformation
to the Opposition or to the people
of the Province. But, then, he
went on to say, 'The reason, then,
I asked why was $41,000 provided
For in Purchased Services for this
year, 1if there was nothing spent
last year?!' And he said some

vague answer, R R for the
development of some brochures.'
Now, development of some
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brochures, $41,000 for brochuras,
He said he did nobt hauve mock
available, but could we leave that
gquestion in abeyance too, and
could I ask the Minister 1if he
would perhaps get more information
on that dtem and ask what the
$41,000 1is for, specifically, what
kind of a brochure? What is the
brochure intended to do? Who 1is
the brochure going to be sent to?
Is it a brochure Lo all
householders 1in the Province, or
what 1s the situation? A little
more —_ much more cdetall is
required to that answer before we
would bhe satisfied to : that
particular one go, and I think he
indicated he would - well, no, he
did not indicate he would get more
information, he  thought  he had
given the answer by saying 1t is
for brochures; but that 1s not
good enough, we need more
information. So, the President of

“Treasury Board is listening to me,

I know, and will attempt to get
more information.

With respect to the dincrease 1in
professional services under Lhe
Collective Rargaining Division, it
is as we suspected, as my (riend
over here From Torngabt Mountains
mentioned. They expect Lo have
more arbitrations and they expaect
to have more conciliation.

As I was saying that in my earlier
comments, the Minister of Forestnry
was sitlbing back Lhere saying,
'Oh, no, that 1s not the reason.
We do not expect wmore conflict or
a more difficult time.' But the
President of Treasury Board has
been very straightforward in his
response and has dindicated that
they are nobt Ffoolish enough Lo
think they are going to go through
the round of bargaining that is
coming up in the next few months
for senior groups 1in the public
service without conflict. I an
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glad to hear him being forthright
with respect to that answer. It
confirms our suspicion that we c¢an
expect more conflict in the
collective bargaining process over
the next number of months. But
the Minister did say -

AN HON. MEMBER:

(Inaudible).

MR. SIMMS:

Well, I am Jjust confirming what
the President of Treasury Board
said, He said he expects more

conflict, so 1t confirms what we

are saying.

AN HON. MEMBER:
More (inaudible)
(inaudible).

you guys

MR. SIMMS:
More than we had, yes. Well, with
the exception of one major issue -

I am sure that is the one you are

thinking about - we hadl a
considerable amount of success in
agreemeants . We reached an
agreement with the nurses two
years aqgo. We reached an
agreement with the NTA two years
ago . the Member for Exploits is
quite Familiar with 1t - a very
good agreement, as a matter of
fFact, and lots of other ¢roups
like that. S50 the Minister of
Finance need not try to just block
out all of that and remember what
happened four or five years ago
with respect to the public

service. And I would not be quite
so cocky as he appears to be

tonight, because the wvery same
thing could happen to him,
according to the remarks of the
President of NAPE. I would not

exactly be too
might go through a
of negotiation with
me .

confident that you
settled period
NAPE, believe

AN _HON. MEMBER:

i
i
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(Inaudible).

Well, I
the right

using
the

mean, he 1is

all words, at

moment, from his perspective, I
guess, trying to let the
Government know that they intend

to be serious, and I have no
doubt, from my own dealings with

March in the past, that he

serious.

Fraser
is generally very
Speaker, that explains
for more funds for
professional services . Thaey
expect to have more arbitration,
therefore, obuviously, much more
conflict din the days and monthsg

Anyway, Mr.,
the reason

ahead . And I wish the Government
well. I wish them success. 1

the people
are able to
agreements

hope, fFor the sake of
of the Province, they
successfully negotiate

with these large groups, the
teachers, the public service and
sO on. Because, obviously, 1if you
are not able to successfully

negotiate an  agreement, then the
people of Lthe Province are Uthe
ones who will suffer because these
services will obviously not  be

for Lhe period
the confFlict existls.
wish the Government,
regard. I am not
ancd certain

available to them
of time that

S0 I sincerely
well din that
quite so confident

that you are going to be able to
do it, but I do hope that vou will
do it.

One of the reasons for it, by the
way - I might as well mention 1t

was going Lo mention it a
little Jater on as we ¢got into
policy ~ but I understand, in the
Collective Bargaining Division of
Treasury Board, Lherao has  been
some enormous staff changeover
over the last several months, T
guass . A lot of the former people
who were there, Former negotiators
for Treasury Board, very good

here; T
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people, by the way, several of
them.

AN HON. MEMBER:
(Inaudible) .

They are very good people. The
Member for Placentia might laugh.
I am sure the President of
Treasury Board would agree that
the negotiators that were there
were ,vuery good people. Quite
professional and under a lot of
strain during a lot of times. But
I know that some of them had left
the public service to go on to
other positions in the same
field, One, 1 think, 1s left to
go over with the University, one
went on to the Liquer Corporation
to replace the person who 1is now
here as the Director, I guess, of
Collective Bargaining Division, -

AN HON. MEMBER:
The former director retired.

MR. SIMMS :

And the former - Alan Andrews left
the public service over the Jlast
year, So, there have been a lot
of turn overs and change overs
down there, and I do not know if
that 1is causing any difficulty
with respect ko collective
bargaining or not. Perhaps the
Minister can elude to it. I would
like to hear what he has to say
because surely that nust have
created some difficulties for the
Minister and for the Government.

2.3.07, the organization and
management division - O ano M as
it 1s referred to by those in the
public service that are familiar
with 1t, I guess ~ has an increase
of $45,000 1in its salary vote. Do
we presume From that thabt there
are a number of new positions
created in the O and M division
because it is an increase of
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nearly twenty per cent, S0
obviously it dis not  the paltry
wage increase that the Minister of
Finance plans Lo give to his
public servants who would not be
represented by a twenty per cent
increase. So, the only other
thing I can think of dis probably
there must bhe some new people
going into the organization and
management division of Treasury
Board, and perhaps he could tell
me about that.

And in addition and along bthe same
lines under the same vote, bLhe
same head, 2.3.07.05 professional
services. Again, we SRR this
professional services dtem coming

up time and time again. And  the
answers  so far have beon very
vague without any specifics. e

do not know what it 1s for. And
in that vote last year therse was
$198,000 spent For O and ™. This
year there 1is nearly $100,000 I
suppose, $283,000 allocated and
estimated For purchase services
under O and M. What do they use
$283,000 for in purchase services
0 and M? S0 that is the question
straight Forward, clear.

And along the same lines [ would
just Jump ahead Lo 2.3.08,
classification in pay.

MR. CHAIRMAN:

order, please!
The hon. Member's Gime is up.
MR. SIMMS:

Okay, Mr.
bhack to it.

Chairman, I will get

AN HON. MEMBER:
You will have
opportunities to come bhack.

numeirous

MR. CHAIRMAN:

By leave.
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MR, SIMMS:

Well I will carry on with a few
more, but I do not want to hog the
Minister down with a whole pile of
things. That 1s why I am trying
to take a break, I will go for
another few minutes and +then I
will break. I will see what kind
of response I elicit from the
forth coming President of Treasury
Board.

As, I was saying, classification in
pay division. It has a sizable
salary increase, over $70,000 from
$700 so it d1s & ten per cent
increase there. Is that new
people 1in c¢lassification and pay
or what I would like to know is it
represents about a ten percent
increase. Perhaps vyou could give

me a break down and indicate to me

what is in there For salary
increases for the, you know, the
normal salary increase, what
percentage of the ten per cent is
for salary increases and what 1s
there for new pecple or new

positions? There 1s a ten per
cent increase there. What I am

trying to get at is what 1s there
for new people and what 1s Jjust
there For salary increase For
public servants?

And moving on over to 2.3.10 - I
will just finish this page for now
- personnel policy. A twenty per
cent dncrease in salaries there,
2.3.10.01 in  salaries. Another
twenty per cent idincrease. Is that
more -

AN HON. MEMBER:
(Inaudible).

Wall that 1is what I am asking.
Perhaps the Minister of Social
Services knows the answer. Is the

twenty per cent increase in
salaries, is that the salary

increase they are giving to the
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public servants in personnel
policy division ofF Mreasury
Board? Is it? I did not  Lhink
the Minister had the answer. [

think he was just playing with wme,
toying with me.

AN HON. MEMBER:

(Inaudible) I cannot take another
Minister's department.

MR. SIMMS:

No, okay. You cannot take another
Minister's department and answer
the questions, Well, Lhve
President of Treasury Board 1 am
sure will be very forth coming and
tell me why the twenty per cent
increase 1in salaries. Is it more
stafF? Isg that the salary
increase baeing of Feraed to Lhe
public servants or what ds the
situation? - That 1is what we are
trying to -

AN HON. MEMBER:
(Inaudible).

MR. S :
Yes, @ Minister of Finance will
not . me either because he
wants to go to the President of
Treasury Board. Okay.

AN HON. MEMBER:
(Inaudible) just Treasury Board.

MR. SIMMS:

Just Treasury Board gels the
twenty per cent. So, bhe Minister
of Finance knew nothing about
this. Aha! Perhaps the President
of Treasury Board will respond to
the Minister of Finance. e
Minister of Finance wants to know
the answer to that question too I
say to the Government House
Leader, and so does Lthe Minis
of Social Services. How come his
staff gel a twenty per cent
increase and the poor Minisler of
Finance's stalff are only going to
gael a paltry 4 per cent or
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something like that? Is that
right?

2.3. 11 - the Human Rasource
Mangement Systems Development .
The only question I have there 1is
with respect to Professional
Services - 05 - it 1is gone form
$475,000 last vyear to $545,000;
$475,000 last vyear, I presume, I
am not quite sure, maybe he can
answer it for me, was the HAY
system, a continuation of the HAY
systeam, under that vuote, I
wonder. What was the $475,000 for
last year, perhaps he can tell me
that? Then tell me why 1t ds

increasead by another $90, 000,
which again 18 a 20 per cent
increase, under Professional
Services - under Human Resource
Mangement. An extra $100,000 for
Provisional Services. If it 1s

the right answer, we support it
fully and wholeheartedly. Because
there is no more important aspect
I guess of developing public
service than Lhrough Human
Resource Development.

And finally just a technical
question on pay equity, butbt I mean
we will obvicusly get 1into some
more discussion on it later on
when we get to the policy area.
But under 2.3.12 - the next item -
Pay Equity Review Implementation
- I am going to finish with this
one for now so I can get some
answers. I do not want to get too
far ahead. He has in there under
Purchased Services an expenditure
last year of $20,000 as opposed to
what he budgeted $21,000. But
this year he is estimating $50,000
in Purchased Services and there it
is again -~ Purchased Services, a
sizable dincrease 1in the vote of

Purchased Services. S0 we would
like - and we obviously have no

information, have no idea what it
is For and we are simply asking
the President of the Council to
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explain to us why that 1¢ Cthere?

What it dis fonr? And  why  the
sizable dncrease of over - well

about 150 per cent 1in Purchased
Services volkte for the Pay FEquity
Review Implementation? What would
they use Purchased Services for?
The Pay Equity Review
Implementation? There 1s a group
in the Treasury Board Secretariat
that 1is dealing with that dssue.
So I would like him to answer that.

Perhaps I will just c¢clue up with
those because I got a fair number
there yet, and I want Lo gelt some
responses before I proceed.

MR. BAKER:

Mr. Speaker,

MR. CHAIRMAN:
The hon. the President of Treasury
Board.

MR. BAKER:

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Some to them can be dealt witlh

rather quickly. fhe question on
2.3.07.01 - Organization ancl
Mangement Salaries - whab you saa

reflected there is that during the
past year Lthere have been ltwo or
three posibtions that have bhean
vacant and not been Filled during
the year,

I am sorry, the (inaudible).

Okay Organization and Mangement,
you are asking about the increase
and so on. Last year we budgetecd
for $310, 000 on Salaries, bhut
there are two or three positions
there -~ let me see how many now,
there are a couple of positions
that have been vacant and possibly
will  be filled in Lhe  coming
year, So 1if we Fill the wvacant
positions then we will spend the

No. 28 (Evening) R71



$305,000, H4if we do not we will
still be back to $206,000 - no ane
position we may nolt Fill, right,
that pays about $40,000 & year.

MR. SIMMS:
(Inaudible).

MR. BAKER:

And this one position mwmay or may
not be filled it depends on the
type of individual we can get.

MR. SIMMS:
(Inaudible).

MR. BAKER:
Under the Classification and Pay -

MR. SIMMS:
You left out Professional Services.

MR. BAKER:
Oh, Professional Services. Yes,
that is right. Just a second now.

We have started in the last number
of months, indeed since we formed
the Govermment, but we are just
now getting 1into a 1little more
detail on 1it. We have started
Departmental Program and
Operational Reviews -~ and as any
good managers, we from time Lo
time have +to look at all the
operations, and I believe we
eXplained to or the Opposition
House Leader mentioned something
have elimination of a division in
Treasury Boanrd, two or three
emnployees were doing a job and we
have now eliminated that division
and put it with another one,
dropped a job in the process and
now we are performing the same

functions with fewer people.
Every good manager every now and
then looks at Lhe program
delivery, the @eFFective program
delivery, and the organization

assoclated with it, so that extra
amount is primarily for NI.CS,
their input into consulting
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services, some selected
departmental progranm and
operational reviews, that 1s what
that money is mainly For, NLCS.

MR. SIMMS:
What departments (inaudible)?

MR. BAKER:

We probably have money 1in for a
couple of departments but 1t dis an
ongoing process and we have not

been doing 1t. I do not know
which ones we are going te gelb to
next. It 1is largely up to that

division. It is a normal thing.

AN HON. MEMBER:

Is that like the ones we did witkh
Social Services?

MR. BAKER:

Probably. You went outside to do
that one, did you not? This s
internal in the sense that NLCS
are providing us with people to do
analysis and so on of programs and
program deliveries. So, 1t dis not
the same kind oF thing, where we
hire consultants. This dis not for
hiring consultants. Mis if for
usae of an NLCS,

Perhaps, when you gek & chance,
you could tell me what departments?

MR. BAKER:
I do not know right now.

MR. SIMMS;:

I understand that, What
Departments are going Lo be

reviewed .

MR. BAKER:

It may not be simply a
department . We are also  taking
the approach that, let us look at
the program delivery to single
parents, Ffor instance. Now, that
cuts across a lot of departments
s0 we have to do an analysis of
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things in all departments relating
to single paraents a@nc that
requires  some help from NLCS as
well., There are several areas we
are doing like that, whole program
areas that cut across
departments. I could give you a
bit more information on that later.

MR. SIMMS:
The public would l1ike to know, I
am sure.

MR. BAKER:

You have to  realize, that as
President of Treasury Board, T am
a little more reluctant to go
public with things and so on. I
can of shy away from publicity and
S0 on  so  maybe you are right,

mayhe I should become more
forthcoming, We signed this

Labrador Agreement today and maybe
I should have made a big deal of
it and had the press in and all
this kind of thing.

MR. SIMMS:
You do not have to.

MR. BAKER:

I did not, no.

MR. SIMMS:
That whole process was started a
couple of years ago.

MR. BAKER:
But, in the last year they reached
an agreement.,

MR. SIMMS:
I am glad to hear 1it.

MR. BAKER:
I believe you hired Gar Pinn to do
a study first,

MR. SIMMS:
Yes .

And that 1s where it started. It
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is acdimirable, certainly. Rut,
also, do not forget thalt we have
now reached an agreament .

What other departments are you
going to review? That 1is what I
want to know.

MR. BAKER:

I will check dinto it and gel back
to you. I know we have asked For
a review af single parents,
particularly, and thaere are a
couple of other areas.

The next question had to do with
paersonnel policy salarles, no,
classification and pay.

MR. SIMMS:
There is a 10 per cent increase in
salaries. I am trying to find out
what that 1is. Is it the wage
(inaudible)?

MR. BAKER:
No., I believe 4t dis - just lelt me
check the amount for & second.

MR. SIMMS:
Seventy-two thousand dollars.

MR. BAKER:

There are three vacanlt positions
that amount to about $100,000,
This year, I think, we plan +to
Fill a couple of those vacant

positions, so, again, I will look
into 1it. That 1s what it looks
like on the surface. The amount
S@ems Lo check out to about
$70,000 and that would be two of
them. The same thing applies to
personnel policy. I believe we

hope to fill one wvacant position
in there.

lhe Human Resources Managemenk -
Mr. Chairman, I wish I had

What happened Lo Lhe Personnel
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Policy one?

MR. BAKER:
Oh, we hope to fill one vacant
position there,

MR, SIMMS:
One?

Yes. And I suppose in all those
fFigures there 1s a gestimate of
salary dncrease built in there as
well.

The Resource Mangement - the
Opposition House Leader had a bit
to say about that and he showed
that he had some understanding of
what goes  on there. This is
perhaps an area of Government that
we have neglected. Now I am not
saying that as a comment on the
the past Government. I am saying
we have in the civil service a lot
of expertise, we have people who
are very knowledge and good at
their Jjobs. Unfortunately civil
service being as large as 1t is,
Lhesea people are sort of not
identified in any one place. We
have bhecome compartmentalized in
Government, we have baecome
overcompartmentalized. And I
believe that we have wasted a lot
of the talent that we have 1in the
civil service. We have jobs that
need to be done, we have people
all ready working for us who are
very expert in these areas and can
do the job and yet we do not know
about them. So we have to make
better use of our people. We have
to make better use of moving
people around, second them from
one area to another, to make sure
that we are getting the best
people to do the Jjob thakt we need
cdone.

And, by and large, Lhis amount of
$545,000 1d1s Consulting Services
From NLCS, again as far as I know
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that total amount s NLCS, and it

relates Lo assisting and
development implementation, this
Human Resource Mangemaent
Information System, and it is
coming along beautifully. It 1is

something that must be done if we
are to make better use of the
expertise we have 1in the public
service of this Province.

So I am pleased with what is¢
happening there and if the
Opposition Members wank sometime
in the next day or two I could
give a full report as Lo progress
in Lhat particulanr area ol
identifying people and making sure
that on the computer system that
we can plug into Lthe expertize we
have,

MR. CHAIRMAN:
Order, please!

The hon. Minister's time is up.

MR. BAKER:
Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

MR. SIMMS:
Mr. Chairman.

MR. CHAIRMAN:
The Opposition House Leader,

MR. SIMMS:

My, Chairman, I would hauve given
the President of Treasury Board to
Finish that page, if he wishes to.

MR. CHAIRMAN:

Okay, by leave!

The hon. the President of Treasury
Board.

MR. BAKER:

Pay Equity Review Implementation,

Again a little later iF you want I
could give a complete review of
the pay equity and when we gel to
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the policy area, the complete
review of the progress that is
being made in the Pay Equity.
Where we have gone, including
where the previous GQuernment went
and where we have dgone since then
and where we are headed in the
future. I can give a complete
review of that. But 1in actual
fact the Jjump from $20,000 to
$50,000 has to do with a
production of videos, development,
and putting up posters, pamphlets
and newsletters related to getting
to gektting to the stage where we
are ready to dmplement pay equity
in certain sectors of the public
service and just to explain what
it is all about and do a proper
job on explaining what it ds all
about. So the increase there, Lthe
$30,000 relates to that type of
thing; production of wvideo; of
information pamphlets and so on on
Pay Equity, Yo that everybody
understands.

MR. SIMMS:
Mr. Chairman.

MR. CHAIRMAN:
The hon. the
Leader.,

Opposition House

MR. SIMMS:

I must say I was feeling fairly
good for a while with the answers
I was getting at the beginning
from the President of Treasury
Board, but as we have gone on now
fFor the last hour, the answers
have become vaguer and vaguer and
more wvague and more vague, nost
vague as a matter of fact over the
last little while. But responses
like - I mean I am asking some
fairly simple questions. I would
have expected the President of
Treasury Board to be imuch better
preparecd than he is or he appears
to be. And that just counters all
of the c¢riticism that we in the
Opposition can gelbt From time to
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time Frrom Membears of the
Govearnment when we Lhey say  you
are not asking any questions., But
clearly we are asking lots of
questions, but here are the
answernrs that we get from the
President of Treasury Board. As
far as I know, I think we intend
to fill, I am not quite sure, a
little later on I will provide you
with, in a day or two I will give
a complete review. Now I mean,
Mr, Chairman, those responses seem
to be fairly vague and I realize
that the President of Treasury
Board 1s a busy person and has a
lot on his table and so on, bub I
would have expected him to bhe able
to give prebty straightlorwanrd
answers to these simple questions
I have been asking, because Lhay
are fairly simple and
straightforward and, it he has his
briefing book, as all Ministers do
when they appear bhefore the
Estimates Comnittees, gaenerally
speaking the bureaucrats and the
officials of the Department give
you the answers right there on a
piece of paper; and sometimes Lhe
answers are not very detailed, as
he has pointed oul from quobing
From nhis briefing notes. Rut, 1in
the past, I, as a Minister - T am
sure Ministers opposite do the
same thing, I am sure the Minister
of Fisheries does, having been
around for awhile. You ¢go Lhrough
your briefing book well before you
appear before the Estimabes
Committees, with vyour staFf, and
when you see a little short answer
there that says, "This is fFor
this,' I mean, obviously, vou can
anticipate the gquestion might
request a bit more detail, so vou
ask your officials to give you
more detailed answers so vou have
morae detailed answers in your
briefing book.

-

I would hope the President of
Treasury Board will call Mr. White
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and his ADMs into his office
tomorrow morning at 6:00 or 6:15
and sit down with them and say,
you know, 'Gentleman, I am getbking
a lot of questions looking for
detail, and I was stuck up there
last night because I did not have
the detail to provide, I had to
keep saying, I will defer it until
the next day or two, or as far as
I know, and I had to do a lot of
guessing. So please prepare some
more detail for me for the next

twenty-two hours or twenty-four
hours or discussion on the

Estimates' for his Department.

I hope he will take that to
heart. I am half facetious, but I
am serious about 1it, because a lot
of the things I have asked, have

been deferred. A whole pile of
things I have asked have been
deferred. I am prepared to be
fairly responsive to the

Minister's dilemma and situation,
but I am not going to stand for it
all night and all day tomorrow and
all Lhe next day. I nean,
somewhere along the line, we have
to get answers.

With respect to the pay equity
issue, I intend to raise questions.

AN HON. MEMBER:
The Minister of Finance
(inaudible) after the House closes.

MR. SIMMS :

Yes. Now, there, Mr. Speaker, 1is
the most telling answer of all.

Members opposite might be
interested to hear what the

Minister of Finance just said in
response to my question about
getting answers, the most telling
answer of all, and he can bhe
quoted, it will be 1in Hansard, I

am certain, said, 'You will get
the answer after the House
closes .’ Now we see what is

transpiring, Now we see Fully why

L76 May 7, 1990 Vol XLI

the Government 1s pushing to have
these Estimates rushed through the
House dinstead of TFfollowing Lthe

normal pattern and the normal
procedure. He has put his foot in
his mouth again. He has opened
his mouth again once too many
times. Why does the Government

House Leader not tell the Minister
of Finance to g¢go down in his
office and so some reading or
research, or something? Perhaps
even if he went down and studied
the payroll tax, he might be able
to tell us what it is all about,
But now, we know what his policy
is, and I hope the President of
Treasury BRoard i1s Learing sbrips
off him right now.

AN HON. MEMBER:

The Premier would.

MR. SIMMS:

The Premier would, you can be sure
of that. He has openecd his mouth,
he has confessed, he has admitted
what his response 1s to questions
in the House. Do nolt euer accuse
us again of not asking questions,

because it does not matter. Ihe
Minister of Finance has stated, T
presume, Government policy, "IT

they ask questions, lelt us wailt
until the House closes, and that
is when we will provide the
answers,' as he did, of course,
with his dinfamous payroll tax, did
not have the political courage to
come to the House and face the
elected representatives of Lhe
people. He had to wait until the
House closed for Easter and then
not have a press conference, by
the way, where he could be
question, slip out a little press
release as to who is going Lo have
to pay the payroll tax, which he
could have told us, I suspect,
before the House closed.

S0 now, let the word go out, Mr,
Speaker, let Uthe word go oul Lo
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the people of the Province, the
Minister of Finance says, 'Ask all
the questions you wankt, but you
are not going to get any answers
until the House c¢losaes.' That 1is
his answer, Mr. Speaker. And, as
Funny as it might seem to some
people, I can tell you, that is a
pretty serious remark to make. I
hope that remark 1s carried in
newspapers from here to Vancouver,
British Columbia, as were some of
his other previous infamous
remarks on another issue.

AN HON. MEMRBER:
(Inaudible) .

MR. SIMMS:

"Aw, go 'way, boy!' He is getting
mad now! He does not like 1t when
he dis reminded of these things
that have burnt the Government.

Mr. Speaker, I did not want to be

sidetracked. I +thought we were
carrying on in a sensible
fashion, I hope the President of
Treasury Roard has Lold the

Minister of Finance +to keep his
trap shut, to keep his gob closed,
and 1f he cannot restrain himself,
go out 1in the common room, hoy,
and  have a cup of coffee, or
something like that.

Now, Mr. Speaker, before I was so
rudely interrupted by the Minister
of Finance I want to move on to a
couple of other issues, Under the
under Intergovernmental Affairs
Secretariat of which the Premier
of the Province 1s the Minister
for Intergovernmental affairs, if
you can believe that for a moment,
a person who has just about turned
off every Government 1in Canada,
the lLeaders of all the Governments
in Canada. He Jjust about turned
of f every single one of them, the
Minister fFor Intergovernnental
Affairs., Oof all people to bhe the
Minister of Intergovaernmental
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Affairs, a portfolio that 1z meant
Lo Foster goocl Felationships
between gouvernnents and meant to
assist 1n negotiating cosl-sharead
agreements and things like that.
Now, the only other person I can
think of that might be worse 1in

that portfolio would he the
Minister of Finance, with his
attitude towards some of the

Governments of Canada and some of
the other provinces, Anyway, Mr,

Speaker, under that particular
head 2.4.01 we have professional

services again. Under the
executbive support area $60,000 up
to $96,000, an increase ol ouer 50

per cent for professional
services. Under Granks ancl

Subsidies, I would like him to
tell uws whabt grants and subsidies
are all about here in Lhis head
for tLhe executive and
administrative support. Last year
you spent  $154,000, which was
precisely what your budget was, so
the grants and subsidies must be
Fixed, This vyear it ds $190,000,
as he can see, so I would 1ike him
to explain to me why the dncrease,
and more specifically, what 1t is

-

for?

m

Now, the other ditem I sce dis under
Native Policy 2.4.02 where Lthere
is a considerable increase in Lhe
salary vote. In 2.4.02.01 he will
see  salaries last year $150,000
and this year $257,000), an
additional ¢$107,000, about an 80
or 90 per cent dncrease 1in  the
salary vote under the Native
Policy under the Native Policy

Division of Intergovernmental
AfFfairs. Is that more people

going 1into that area to work with
the Governmnent? What is it? ALl
Lhe answers he has given me on Lhe
guaestions I have asked aboul the
salary differences, he  has not
once mentioned what portion ofF
Lhat is thrown in Lhere For
increases, For the normal  wage
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increases that public sarvants
might be expected to get. He has
not once given that kind of
information, or alluded to dt.

What had you estimated? This is
only an estimate. In all the
questions I have asked about

salary wvotes, and I have asked
several on various where there
have been dincreases, his answers
have always been, there were some
vacancies, we think we may, I
think we might, we might be
filling one or we might be filling
two, or whatevaer, but nowhere 1in
any of his answers under  the
questions related to salary vote
has he said, there 1s a 20 per
cent increase here and 10 per cent
of that 1s for normal salary wage
increases for public servants, and
the other 10 per cent 1is for one
or two positions. That 1s the
kind of specific answer I would
like to get and that 1is what I am
asking the President of Treasury
Board. In his research 1in the
next day or so, perhaps when he
comes back, he could be a bit more
forthcoming. We all realize,
including the public service, so
he need not be fearful of that,
that you have to put an estimate
in your Budget, so 1t 1s only an
estimate and you may be estimating
on the basis of the CPI, or
whatever, s or 5 per cent,
whatever the case might be. That
is what we fully expect would be
in there but I would like for him
to confirm for me because he has
not said in any of his responses
on the salary vote that a portion
of this 1is for, or a portion for

that. He says, oh, there maybe
one position. There used +to be
three wvacancies and we might be
Filling one, as Far as I know but

I am not sure, all of that stuff.
He can understand where I am

coming From. I am not totally
satisfied with those kind of

answers .
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MR. CHAIRMAN:
Order, '

The hon. Member's time 1is up.

The hon. the President of Treasury
Board.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker,

First of all I would like to
comment on the Opposition House
Leader's commants c¢oncerning what
I have said about salary so far.
I would like to point out to the
Opposition House Leader that T am
by nature a very cautious person,
very conservative, and in giving
the answers I want to gilve the

answers as accurately H s I
possibly can. When I say Lhere
may possibly be two vacant

positions filled in & certain area
I deliberately do not say Lthere

will be because we are not in Lhe
game of filling positions for Lhe
sake of Filling positionsg, I know

Lhat 1s difficult For the Member
for Grand Falls to understand.
Maybe I should have said we are
going to try to fi1ll some of these
positions. Maybe that would have
been better because there are jobs
that need Lo be done and we are
not going to simply grab people
and shove them dinto jobs simply
because there are some people
looking for work and there are
jobs to be done. We have to make
sure there 1is a proper match. We
are not 1into the - So, I cannot
say that we are definitely going
to fill the position, but we
intend to and hopefully we will
and so on, That 1is why I had to
be tentative aboult these. I try
Lo bhe as absolutely accurate as T
possihbly can being a very honest
and gentle person by nature.

Also I would like to comment on

tLhe Fact Lhat there is SOme
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concern been expressed that, you
know, what fiqgure do we have in
there for regular salary
increases. All I can say  about
that, Mr. Chairman, i1is that we
have made allowances for salary
increases. We have not said zero
and zero, we have not legislated
that, we have not made a decision
in Cabinet and then gone out and
told the unions, 'you are getting
zero next year.' Although Fraser
March has made the comment 1in
response to quaestions from the
Press Lthat there 1is nothing wrong
with zero as long as 1t 15 a
negotiated zero. We believe 1in
the collective bargaining process
very deaeply, very strongly believe
in the collective bargaining
Process. And all I can say to
Members Opposite 1s we do have
money 1in this budget for increases
for our workers, but I am not
going to get dinto the game of
saying that it 1is one per cent or
two per cent. I am not going to
get 1into thalt game because then
that interferaes wikh the
collective bargaining process.
The workers will get what they end
up bargaining collectively at the
end of the process. That 1is what
they will get. That 1s what our
employees will get that are in
unions. It is as simple as that.
The nurses will get what they have
bargained for, and in the first
vear 1t will cost Government about
7.2 per cent and in the second
yvear 1t will cost Government about
8.4 per cent, That cost d1is in
there. They will be paid because
they are our employees and we have
contracted to pay them.

In terms of the rest of our

collective agreement ancd Lhe
collective agreements that are
coming to you, I would be

seriously remiss, Mr. Chairman, 1in
my cduty d1if I did not point out
something at this stage of the

L79 May 7, 1990 Vol XLI

gamas bhecause 1t relates Lo Lthe
collective bargaining process and
it relates to the difficult btime
that we are now going through, and
the problems we may run into in
our collective hargaining process.

I believe that certain groups of
workers in the past, and I qguess
the teachers are a prime example,
have been given certain
impressions in the past that are
not quite true and it 1s causing

difficulty now and will cause
difficulty in the future. I am

talking about their pension plan.
The teachers in the Province have
assumed for a number of years that
they have a funded pension plan.
They do not have a funded pension
plan. frhat +is the dimpression that
Government has given that group of
workers, that they have a fFunded
pension plan. The pension plan
started to be funded in 1981.

AN HON. MEMBER:

(Inaudible) .

I understand that. [ am talking
about the Leachers in Lhe
Province. They assuine Lthe plan
has been funded. In actual fact
Ehere has been a tramendous
problem building 1t up. It heas
been getting worse, and worse, and
worse, We go through the

Estimates like this and we see
amount figures for salaries and
numbers of employees and all this
kind of thing, and the Opposition
asks all kinds of gquestions aboutl
it. The real story about so many
things is not told by going
through these Estimates. The real
story of the Pension Fund, I amn

sure the Minister of Finance will

tell in the wvery near fulbture the
real story of the Pension Fund.
These kinds of things that have a
tremendous dmpact on what we are
doing here tonight and will be
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doing in the future. So I really
have to mention that when you talk
about salary increases being built
in and so on, there is a lot more

Lo collective hargaining than
simply salary dncreases. A lot

more to 1t than that, and I take
that responsibility seriously.

Now the Opposition House Leader
spent so much of his time getting
sidetracted that he did not really
outline a number of questions
(inaudible) . I should say I was
very pleased with the number of
questions, He asked a lot of
questions. He asked for detail.
I was very pleased with it. I was
starting to get a little Dbit
worried a few minutes ago when he
started getting political again,
and went after the Minister of
Finance and all of that. So I
would not like to see us get dinto
too much of that kind of thing.
It is alright every now and then I
suppose., But I just want to make
the point that there were not a
lot of guestions asked in his last
little foray into this debate.

MR. CHAIRMAN:
The hon. the
Leader.

Opposition House

MR. SIMMS:
Thank you, Mr. Chairman,

That 1s a reasonable observation
by the President of Treasury
Board., But I am sure he knows
full well why. It was because of
the provocative statements from
the Minister of Finance. One
cannot be expected to stand in
this House and take that kind of
nonsense from the Minister of
Finance who has had a habit of
putting his foot in his mouth time
and time again. So that 1is the
reason I was detracted.

But T say to the President of
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Treasury Board, who I  know 1is
listening, that dindeed I did ask
some questions. I asked gquestions
about Lhe increases in Lhe
professional services vole, and
the grants and subsicdies vote to
the Executive Administrative
Support under Intergovernmental

Affairs, and the Native Policy
Support salary vuote under
Intergovernmental Affairs. But I

say to the Government House Leader
that he got so carried away in the
last ten minute exchange that he
neglected to answer my question at

all. Not even with his normal and
usual answer of: as Far as I

know, I think, I maybe, I am not
quite sure, a little laker, in

another day or two. Even if he
nad answered that way he would be
providing something. But he did
not even answer Lhose two little
questions that I put. So, 1 am

hesitant to raise too many
questions in a ten minute
segment., I am trvying to keep them
limited. I do not want toe boggle
the Minister's mind, so he will
remember those two questions, 1
am sure he will try to answer themn
as time goes on.

But now, see, he nhas provoked e
again in carrying on with my
agenda here and the questions I
want to ask by making all kinds of
other comments, which I have to
respond to, For example, he bLried
to defend his answer wikh respect
to filling positions in the public
service by saying, I cannot say we
are g¢going to do it. We are going
ko try to do it. In other words,

we dintend to do it I would
accept that, ifF that was his
answer. But his answer was, I
think we intend to Fill one. That
is my point. If he was wmore

assertive in nhis answers and said,

we will be, we intend to 111 one
of those vacant pesitions, we Lthen
Lhat 1s the end of dt. But he
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keeps  trying to wiggle his way
around it. So we will wait to see
what his final answer is.

I do want to ask him another
serious question though. We have
referenced several times now the
elimination of that particular
Division din Treasury Board, that
used to put together the papers
for Ministers on Treasury Board -
I am not sure if the Minister can
hear me? - this Divisdion, I would
like to know 1in the Estimates,
usually you show what the cost was
For last year compared to the
budgeted fiqure, Then you show
the estimated cost. Well, in the
Division that has been eliminated
I see no reference here to that
Division. So what was the cost of
Lhat Division's operations last
year? Where 1s 1t ddentified din
the Estimates and the budgeted
figures? It has Lo be shown
somewhere. Perhaps, he could tell
me that because I would Tlike to
know whalt the savings were, Ffor
example. Or, 1f there were any
savings? Which I suspect there
were not. Bacause he merely put
the two or three people in other
divisions down in his Department,
but he likes to make it Tlook they
have eliminated +the division and
there are savings, but I tell vyou
there are no savings, I bet. But

anyway, and you cannot evan
compare it because they have

eliminated that subhead. Now I do
not know 1f that is legal. I do
not know if you can do that. You
have to show the revised figure in

the Budget document For that
cdivision. Where 1s 1t7? So the

Government House Leader can tell
me that. Secondly or thirdly, he

mentioned about, I have been
asking what Lhe regular salary
increase estimate is For the

public service? in  all of my
questions. Well I only say to him
he reason I have asked the
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question 1s Dbecause. when T have
asked the gquestion about the
increase 1in the salary vole f{or &
particular division? In answering
my question he simply said, oh, 1
think we intend to fill one vacant
position or we might or I am not
quite sure. But nowhere in any of
his answers has he said we have
allowed for a portion of that 1is
allowed for the normal wage -

AN HON. MEMBER:
(Inaudible).

No, he did not say it until the
last time bhe got on his Feet,
because I provoked him enough and
asked Uthe questions enough. Mhe

only way to getl the answer.

Now the next thing he has to do is
tell us what percentage 1s in
there of the idincrease? That is
all we are asking. What have you
budgeted for? What have you
estimated fFor? 5 per cent? TIs it
5 per cent to CPI or what? The

intlation rate? What percentage
have you estimated in your

Budget? Now we know Full well vyou
might negotiated 20 per cent, and
the public service will know, but
I Jjust want to know what portion
is in there for salary increases?

And finally I will comment before
I get to my questions on the
teacher pension fund issue. And I
just say to the President of
Treasury Board that we on this
side, certainly those of us who
were in the praevious
Administration are well aware of
the situation with the teachers
pensions fund. As a matter of
fact, sometime in the last couple
of years, and  the Minisler of
Labour would be aware of this For
sure, we started a process of
sitting down  with the NTI'A Lo
discuss -
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AN HON. MEMBER :
You did?

MR. SIMMS:

Oh, vyes we did. - to discuss this
situation that exists. And we are
in the process I think it is fair
to say of trying to get the
parties together, form a Jjoint
committee to try to find a way to
overcome this very serious problem
of the teachers pension fund. Now
why the teachers out there would
have any dimpression that the fund
was fully funded I do not know
where that would have come from,
because it certainly did not come
From the previous Administration.
As a matter of fact, I remember my
colleague, the Member Ffor Mount
Pearl when he was Minister of
Finance about two years ago
publicly making some statements
about 1t that got everybody up 1in
arms as I recollect. So I say to
the President of Treasury Board it
certainly did not come from the
previous Administration, if
anything we were accused of being
too heavy handed 1n  trying to
resolve the matter.

Butt I do know that at least a

couple of years ago and the
Minister of Labour then Was

involued with the NTA in an
executive position, I am not sure
if she was president then or past
president, but she would remember
some meetings down in the Treasury
Board Room where a whole group of
people came together, the NTA,
Treasury Board people, and Finance
people, and we started a process
of trying to find a way through a
committee structure of some sort
to see 1if this problem cannot be
resolved. And I say to the
President of Treasury Board I am
personally convinced that this
matter can bhe resolved. It is not
an insurmountable problem. It is
a big problem, but 1t ds not an
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insurmountable problem. Anc  yoLl
know I think the problem can be
solved. I think the NTA Executive
1s quite prepared to try to work
out a formula. I mean it became a
very dicey dssue for us when we
were negotiating the last round
with the NTA in reaching an

agreement on the thirty-and-out
pirrovision. I mean that was an

agreement bthat we reached knowing
full well that the pension fund
issue was still a big problem.
We knew that. But we Felt that
the teachers' demands at that time
For the thirty-and-oul provision
was a reasonable demand and that
is now  we fFinally reached an
agreemaent, by agreeing that 1t was
reasonable demand.

So I say to the President of
Treasury Board, vyou know, this,
matter 1s not much of a saecrel;
the Minister of Finance 1s going
to make it all public. But I mean
it has been made public at least
two years ago, I remember Lhe
previous Minister of Finance, one
of  themn, the Member For Mount
Pearl made a public statement with
respect to the unfundad liability
of the pension plan. So it ds nol
new, but again not insurmountablae.

IF I can quickly move on to a
couple of more idtems on the next
page. I want to gebt through some
of the detailed questions before
we get into policy. But in
addition to those answers I  an
expecting from the other couple of
questions that he forgot to answer

the last time wup. The Regional
Development Programs under
Intergovernmental Affairs - 2.4.05
-~ 1n that whole subhead there are
a number of items there - Salarias
- I will quickly rundown through
them, Salaries -~ a consicderable
increase From $241,000 Lo

$337,000, almost $100,000; almost
33 per cent dincrease. Regional
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Developmant Programs - further
down Transportation, it is
increased from $28,000 expenditure
last year to $123,000 this vyear,
for Regional Development Programs
For the staff, I gqguess, 1in that
division. A sizable increase from
$28,000 up to $123,000. Then you
have Professional Services and 1t
begs the question obuiously, last
year you spent $4,800 and this
year you have budgetecd $255,000.
Surely that cdemands a full
explanation of what that would be
for? Professional Services, that
kind of an increase.

And then right underneath that
again under the infamous Purchased
Services vote you have nothing
spent last year, by that division,
not a cent, this vyear they have
estimated $200, 000, nearly
$250, 000, So there has to be
answers provided for those kinds
of questions and I am sure the
President of Treasury Board will
@ndeavour to do it
straightforwardly.

Mouving down to the last two items
on that page, the Hibernia
Project, Monitoring and
Implementation - we will get dinto
to some discussion on that whole
development as it we go on. But
under the Professional Services
head again, you will see last year
$950, 000 spent after hudgeting
$344,000. So it 1s a sizable
increase over what was budgeted
last year, $344,000 up to $950,000
as he will see, and that is a very
serious question to be asked, why
did it run over what you budgeted,
what you estimated last year?
Sizably $344,000 up to $950,000.
And this year it is only
$200,000. I would assume therae is
not as much work to be done on the
imonitoring and dmplementation of
the Hibernia project. But I would
have thought there might be more.
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So maybe he can do an explanation
of that particular vote 2.4.,07.0%,

And finally the last 1tem on that

page, under Intergovermnental
Affairs is Lhe Constitutional

Affairs Division of
Intergovernmental Affairs. This
is a brand new vote. There 1is
nothing in there before, S0
obviously we need an explanation
of the breakdown of that vote;
$167,000 in Salary. And my
recollection of a public statement
by the Premnier was that he hiroed a
constitutional advuiser, Deboran
Coyne and ds her salary volte here
or 1s her salary volted somewhere
@else 1in the Premier's Offic 1f
not, whose salaries does $167,000
cover, new salaries, bhecause bthis
is a new division, so presumably
it dis new people, I do not " know
That 1s what we-are asking.

AN HON. MEMBER:

‘And this whole vote

(Inaudible).

4 R4 $216,000
;250,000 1in

representing nearly a ¢

a new vote on Constitutional
AFFairs. Does this cover solely
the Maech Lake projectec

expanditures in this rFiscal vy /
Is that what this vote 1s Lhere
for to cover a lot ofF the cost on
the Meech Lake debate that the
Premier 1is undertaking? And does
the $250,000 is that the only

amount Lhat is provided For
expenses for the Meech lLake dssue,

for the Premier to bang the Meech
Lake 1dssue across this country
From one end to the other? Or is
Deborah Coyne's salary voted
somewhere else so that therefore
we have to add another $60,000 or
$70,000. The Premier's Travel fFor
Meech Lake travelling a&all across
tLhe country, where does his Utravel
expenses fFor that, where are the
located? Is 1t just under the
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Premier's Travel wvote? I mean
those are the kinds of questions I
would Tike For him to address when

he gels to that particular
subhead. And T dintend to pursue
that matter as we go on,
obviously, as does +the Leader of
the Opposition. And others will

have a lot of questions to ask on
that particular topic. I think we
will leave it at that for now and
see what kind of response I can
elicit from the Government House
Leader on those Few simple
questions for now. I am. trying to
keep them fairly simple because he
doas not seem to be to prepared
for detailed answers.

MR. BARKER:
Mr. Chairman.

MR. CHAIRMAN:
The hon. the
Council.

President of the

MR. BAKER:
Thank you, Mr. Chairman. The last
will be First. I will start with
the Tlast question first. It had
to do with the Constitutional
Affairs Division newly created
head din  the budget. The salary
figure guolked tLhere $167,900
includes one vacant position Ffor
about $44,000 that we hope to
Fill, but we may not. It includes
some temporary employees, The
salary of temporary employees I
believe to the tune of about
$15,000. It includes the salary
of Deborah Coyne and is not
$70,000 or anything 1like that.
Well, 1t is not even $60,000. It
is in the fifties, $58,000 it will
be next year. And 1t dncludes
soine more temporary nelp, about
. $13,000. So that 1s that salary
vote. So, the total expenses
assoclated with the constitutional
affairs is there.

e Premier's travel, it is
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difficult to separabe out
Premier's travel simply  because
when he Goes b the First
Minister's Conference - 1s Lthat

regular travel related to other
things or 1s 1t only to Meech
Lake? These are questions that
can be asked, All of the
Premier's travel comes out of the
Premier's travel 1is the answer to
that question.

In terms of Hiberia monitoring
there was an amount of $344,500
budgeted originally. Things
happened a little more
expeditiously than we had planned
last year. This amount in terms
of professional services relates
to consulting services, advised
Government as Lo matters relating
to offshore rovalty regulation
review. The proposed fFiscal
regime undér the Atlantic Accord,
of fFshore related corporate income
tax, retail sales tax, other tax
issues and that kind of tihing many
of which got resolved during the

last fFiscal vyear. And, as  you
know, we have now brought

legislation dinto the House bhased
upon that and soon, hopefully by
the end of this spring session
this legislation will be passed by
the hon. House. So, Lhat means
that our needs next yesr Lhen drop
back a bit because the rush was on
to getl the financial things
straightened out and now that that
has been done and the legislation
is prepared For the House, and now
there is not as much demand in the
coming year because a lot of the
work has been done. So  that s
why it drops back to $200,000.

In terms ofF bthe recent developmaent
programs under intergovernmental
afFfairs secretariate, most of what
you seae there comes fFrom Lhe
comprehensive Labrador agreemaent
that T had Lhe very distinct
pleasure of signing part of it
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some time ago. And you will see
their Federal revenue offsetting
the over $900,000 to be spent,
which means the net expenditure is
higher, because of this
comprehensive Labrador agreement,
the Provincial expenditure 1is a
fair amount higher, The salaries
increase would be related to that,
the administering of the programs,
and the $255, 000 is entirely
related to that. The $200,000 1is
also something that - it 1is an
estimate as Lo the amount of
publishing and this kind of thing

required under the Labrador
agreemant information brochures

and that kind of thing. So, that
is something that was envisioned
under the comprehensive Labrador
agreement and it 1is simply put in
place.

There were a couple of other
questions. I can easily answer
them, but I am kind of - see, this
comes directly under the Premier
and I would want to give him an
opportunity to talk about the
intergovernmental affairs
saecretariate. It 1is his direct
responsibility. Maybe I will Jjust
touch briefly on a couple of
things that the Member mentioned.

First of all the difference
between what was hudgeted last
year and what was spent, an amount
of some $60, 000, relates to,
again, some wvacant positions that
were kept vacant. However, we are
hoping to fill these, and there
was another one we did not plan to
fill during the past year that was
still listed as a position, I
believe it was Director of
Research Analysis and Native
Policy, that hopefully we will
111 during this coming year .
That salary 1s about $38,000, so
again some vacant positions that
have been kept on the books and we
are now Filling.
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With regards to  the Grants and
Subsidies section, the grants and

subsidies that come under
Executive and Acdministrative

Support, $190,000 is a lob of
money, relates to the Province's
contribution to the operation of
the Canadian Intergovernmental
Conference Secretariat, the New
England Governors Eastern Canadian
Premiers Secretariat, Lihe
Conference of Atlantic Premiers,
and the Montagnais Project in
Labrador,

AN HON. MEMBER:
Could vyou repeat those?

MR. BAKER:

Okay . The Canadian
Intergovernmantal Aftairs
Conference Secretariat, Lhat is
the Ministers of Uthe provinces,
the New England Governors Easbern
Canadian Premiers Secretariat, and
the Conference for Atlantic
Premiers.

MR. SIMMS:
(Inaudible).

But we go to it and I an assuming
there s going to be, or there
must be going to be the Council of
Atlantic Premiers.

MR. SIMMS:
What is the cost on Lhat
particular item?

MR. BAKER:

I do not have it broken down Lo
items. I can find it oul Ffor Lhe
Member . And the Montagnails
Project Group, the contribution
there to Lhe continuing existence

of the Montagnais Group. We
provide the salary money for
support staff and stulr like
that . This is not the basic

Funding for the Montagnais Group
that has heen provided by Lhe

No. 28 (Evening) R85



Federal Government. , Professional
Services, there i1s an increase of
$36,000 there and IGA intends to
acquire some professional services
related to some projects that they
have 1in mind. They spend $60,000
last year and they intencd to spend
$96,000 this year, It is a normal
kind of thing. They have certain
projects din mind that they intend
to do and they put aside a certain
amount of money to do it. There
is an dncrease in, I guess, the
activity they planned to carry out.

MR. SIMMS:
Do vyou know what projects they
intend to do?

No . This 1s why I say that the
IGA comes directly under the
Premier and I am sure the Premier
will be able to fill 1in the
details on that one.

I think that 1s as much as I can
answer concerning what vyou have
alreacy asked. As 1 say there are
a number of policy questions I am
very anxious to get into,

MR . SIMMS:
Pardon!

MR. BAKER:

There are a number of policy
questions I am very anxious to get
into, and mayhe some of the
details that the Opposition House
Leader feels are missing will come
out in the policy discussion.

MR. CHAIRMAN:
The hon. the
Leader .,

Opposition House
MR. SIMMS:
Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

MR. WARREN:
Adjourn debate?
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MR, SIMMS:
No, Mr . Chairman, I am not
adjourning the debate, we are just
getting started. I would like to
pick up on the answer he provided
under the Grants and Subsidies,
the Executive Division of bhe
Intergovernmental AffFairs
Department, and specifically ask
him for the cost of being a
participant, or a part of, the
Council of Atlantic Premiers,
which I did not auen kiow
existed? Perhaps the Government
House Leader has let something out
of the bag here, I an not quite
sure . I recall the Premier
decided he was going to abtend the
Council of Maritime Premiers
meetings, bhut I was not aware Lhat
it was going to be a new Council
of Atlantic Provinces Premiers, so
I am not so  sure if At was
announced several times. Perhaps,
I dicd miss it. Nevertheless when
you ask the Premier to come to Lhe
House to respond to some of these
guestions that d1s one we would

like him to elaborate on.

Secondly, under the question of
Professional Services and Lihe
projects Lhat 1GH inlends Lo
undertake, I think, is the way ne
put 1it. Rather than be vague and
say, this 1is & normal Gtning that
goes on all the time and that kind
of stuff, we would appreciate
getting some specific answers Lo
the questions. Bacause we would
like to know, and I am sure the
paeople of the Province would like
to know, what kinds of projects
Intergovernmental AFFairs intend
to pursue where they would need
nearly a 50 per cent increase 1in
funding From last year to hire

people Lo do profFessional work For
them? Mayhe there is another

Meech Lake project hidden under
the rock somewhere that we are not
aware of? Who knows? IF we do
not ask the questions and do not
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get the answers, nobody will esvery
know unless the Government wants
to make hin aware of 4t through
NIS or something like that. So I
would like him to ask the Premier
to be forthcoming on those answers
because we have twenty-odd hours
left. If we do not get the
answers, we will keep raising the
question. Eventually, inaybe
somebody will pick up on it.
Indeed, maybe we may be able to
obtain the answer sometime, you
never know.

Now, Mr. Chairman, just to Follow
up on some of the other answers he
nas given me. I want to geb back
to the vote on the Constitutional
Affairs Division, He wvery kindly
said, I think I have him correct,
that total vote under salaries of
$167,000, not the total vote for
the Division that. is $216,000, of
which $58,000 is for Deborah
Coyne, or will be this year.

AN HON. MEMBER:
(Inaudible).

MR. SIMMS:
Yes, that 1ids a nice small salary,
sixty grand.

In addition to that, I am not
getting as much as the Minister is
getting I can tell him that, but I
deserve it.

M., Chairman, he also said -

AN HON. MEMBER:
(Inaudible).

MR. SIMMS:

No, I am not. Oh, no. This 1is
old, with vyour per diems and all
this kind of stuff, but I do not
get the per diems the same as Lhe
Members opposite. I get the
$18,000 or whatever it 1s or half
the Minister's salary and that is

it. I get no car. No car
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allowance, Mo additional perks
like that. Occasionally, I buinp
into the Member for Exploits and
he is kind enough to  buy me
something when I see him on the
road.

Anyway., not to be sidetracted
again, $167,000 for salaries of
which he said $58,000 1s Deborah
Coyne's. He said $15,000 4s in
there for temporary employees, and
then a little further down he said
therea is another $13,000 for
temporary employees. So I gather
Lhat to be $28,000 or something
for temporaries.

MR. BAKER:

No, no. Uacant.
Well, let me get it straight now.

You did say $58,000 for Deborah
Coyne?

MR. BAKER:
Yas.

MR, SIMMS:

$28,000 for Lemporary employee§ in
total?

MR. BAKER:
Yaes, for temporary help.

MR. SIMMS:
That adds up to $86,000, right?

MR. BAKER:

About there, yes.

MR. SIMMS:

Then he said, and there 1is one
vacant post which we now intend to
try to {411, I think that is the

way he puts it Is that
correct? I want to give Lhe

Minister an opportunity now Lo
confirm or deny.

So  that means that the vacant
post, 1F that 1is what 1is left
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Lhere to be filled, 1s an $81,000
position.

MR. BAKER:

No.

MR. SIMMS:

No . Well, then he has not given
me all the information. Would ne
admit to that?

MR. BAKER:
Yeas.

MR. SIMMS:
He would admnit +that he has not

given me all the information.
Well, in that case I will leave it
and youl will give me the

information.

MR. BAKER:
Something overlooked.

MR. SIMMS:
There was
overlooked.

something that you

MR. BAKER:
" The vacant
$45,000,

position is about

MR. SIMMS:
Okay, so there is another ¢$40,000
or $35,000.

MR. BAKER:
It is $37,000.

Now $37,000 for somebody else or
something else? Another vacant
position. So there are two vacant
positions?

MR. BAKER:
Yes .,

MR. SIMMS:
Okay.

Now, I ask him this question.
This 1is a brand new Division,
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never 1in existence hefore. Houw
can there be two vacant positions
that were not fFfilled 1n a brand
new Division?

MR. BAKER:

That are not filled now and,
cbviously, the money is selt aside
to fill them sometime during the
year,

MR. SIMMS.:

So they are new positions? Not
vacant positions. They are two
new positions that vyou intend to
put into the Constitutional
Affairs Division of
Intergovernmaental AFfairs? Vs
brand new positions.

MR. BAKER:

Actually, there are three in Ltotal
of new positions that have beens
created., In IGA, I believe two of
them are put 1in there and one

somewhere else. They have not
been filled. They have bhaan

advertised For but I do nokt
believe they are  going to  be
filled. N

MR. SIMMS:
The point I am getting at is under

the Constitutional Arlairs
Division, which never existbed

before, and deals mainly with
Meech Lake, no doubt, there now is
two more new positions in addition
to this Deborah Coyne, or whalkever
her name is, Deborah Coyne I think
it is.

MR. BAKER:
Yes, Deborah Coyne.

MR. SIMMS:

In addition to her, there are two
more new positions to Fill out
nearly $250,000 1in expenditure on
this Meech lLake idissue For Lhe

coming year, That dis what it
looks like. And that was mny
question, and that is my point. I
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presume that 1is the answer, So I
have the answer now and I thank
the Minister for that.

Can I ask him also to fill din the
missing blanks on the questions
that I asked him earlier under

Regional Development Programs;
under Professional Services

$255,000, he will recall. There
was $4,800 last vyear now it dis
$255, 000, under Regional
Development.

That is the Labrador Agreement.

Yas, but I want to specifically
ask him a question on that? Those
Professional Services
expenditures, as well as the
Professional Services expenditurae

MR. SIMMS:

of  $200,000 under the Hibernia
Project Implementation and
Monitoring. Under those two,
which ne answered, were For

further studies or further - work to
be done and all that kind of
stuff. I would 1like for him to
provide me with, 1if he can do it,
who has been contracted to do -
which Firms have been contracted
to do any outside work associated
under that vote?

MR. BAKER:

I believe it 1s a firm in Alberta
- Lougheecd's law firm dis one of
them.

MR. SIMMS:

Yes, I would Jjust 1like him to
Premier Lougheed's law firm, he 1is
one of them.

MR. BAKER:
They have been on the payroll For
a numbe of  years, you  will

remember .

MR. SIMMS:
Yes, but I am surprised to hear
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that they are still on he payroll

MR. BAKER:
So am I.

MR. SIMMS:

Maybe we are getting at something
here. (Inaudible). Well I would
like to pursue this now, since the
Minister has raised it. It is
very interesting when vyou consider
the heat and the criticism that we
took from that hon. crowd opposite.

AN HON. MEMBER:
About what?

MR. SIMMS:
About Lhe employment of Pelbear
Lougheed's firm to assist din  Lhe
implementation and monitoring of
the Hibernia project and that kind
of thing. And the heat that we
took, and the criticism we Look
and the attacks that were made on
it by Members opposite. And now
to  hear from the President of
Treasury Board, finally we have

gottan one interesting answer, I
asked him who are these contracts
pavyable Lo fFor all of tihvls

professional service? And  he now
tells me that Peler Loughead's Tlaw
Firm is still employed by Lhe
Government doing some of the Fine
work - '

AN HON. MEMBER:
A lifetime contract.

MR. SIMMS:
Pardon?

MR. BAKER:

I will answer it when you are
finished.

MR. SIMMS :
He did say it, did he not?

MR. BRKER:

I will answer when you are ready.
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I am not asking the question now,
because I understood you answered
it For me.

AN HON. MEMBER:
(Inaudible).

MR. SIMMS:

But I do not want to get myself
into any kind of a trap here. Did
he say that part of that is going
to Mr. lLougheed law firm? I am
having no problem with that. But
I mean he did say that? Hansanrd
will I presume will record that he
did say it. And he wants to
comment on it further,

But what we have now discovered -
and remember all of the criticism
that we got Ffromn the hon. crowd
opposite, the heat and the attacks
For employing a firm that 1is
renowned din this kind of work as
we used to always say 1n our
answers and explanation and they
used to attack us and criticize us
and condemn us . And it was
Professional Services For the
Hibernia Project Implementation
and Monitoring. And I assumed, as
dicl everybody @else in Lhe
Province, I assumed that as soon
as they came dinto power, Power
Lougheed's law firm was kicked
out. That 1s what we assumed.

AN HON. MEMBER:
They are still not on retainer are
Lhey?

MR. SIMMS:

Well I asked - I was trying to
get, you know, how hard it 1is to
get an answer from the President
of Treasury Board. I was probing
a bit deeper and deeper and asked
for more specifics, and Ffinally I
sald who 1s getting the funding
For these Professional Services
contracts? And he said, 'It was a
bunch of Firms', And I said,
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'yes, but are they outside?!’
"Paeter Lougheed's law Firm is one
of  Lthem', he said. Well T must
say I was taken aback and I am
sure we will pursuit 1it. I have
to continue ko ask some more
burning questions now because you
never know what else we might dig
up. You do not know what might be
under that rock, right. And nat
only 1s the Minister of Finance
now one that is known to let the
odd thing slip out. The Presicdent
of Treasury Board 1s fitting into
the s ame category, which a6
appreciative, of  course, e ds
very forthcoming. I am not
absolutely certain he intended to
be. But I guess when I asked him
to table the listk of Lihe
contracts, he Finally saicd, well I
guess Lthere 1s no way of, you
know, keeping this inlormation
quiet.

AN HON. MEMBER:

Is he going to table the 1list?

MR. SIMMS:

I would ask him to talk to the
Premier about Labling the list
because his latest defense is Lthat
really this ds Intergovernmental

AFfairs anc the Premier is
responsible, So he will bhe
answering some oof these

questions. So I have asked him if
he will break down these guestions

for the Premier? Table down Lhese
questions For the Premier. Table

a list of a professional services
contracts under Hibernia project
and under the regional development

programs those professional
services expenditures. Oh, that

1s a disappointment, but we will
get back to there. My colleaqgue,
the Leader ofF the Opposition may
want to have a few words on this
too depending on how Forth coming
the President of Treasury Board is.
MR. BAKER:

R.

No. 28 (Evening) RYO



Thank you, Mr. Chairman,. I might
say to hon. Memnbers Opposite that
maybhe the House Leader there needs
a little bit of help and maybe if
you did get 1in and help out a
little bit his wvoice 1is starting
to falter a little bit.

With regards +to the professional
services and a number of other
items there, I am sure Members
Opposite appreciate the fact that
we perceive a need 1n  certain
areas Ffor legal ‘advice and for
advice on complicated matters.
And when the Opposition House
Leader asked who 1is going to get
this I said Peter Lougheed's firm,
and we had & great laugh about

that. And under the devastating
Cross examination that the

Opposition House Leader is capable
of doing the topic of Peter
Loughead did, 1in fact, come up.
And Members Opposite know exactly
what they did. They paid Peter
Lougheed a sum of money personally.

AN HON. MEMBER:

How much? Half a million dollars
I think. About half 'a million 1in
the life of the contract.

MR. BAKER:
In the life of the contract. I do
not know how much they paid him

personally. I know that every
quarter - Peter Lougheed, was it

$40,000 a quarter,

AN HON. MEMBER:
$40,000 for the year,

MR. BAKER:
For the year? Oh my goodness!

AN HON. MEMBER:;
Plus expenses,

MR. BAKER:
Plus expenses, $40,000, I believe
we were Lold, as a matter of factl,

they were qoing to get a report on

L9l May 7, 1990 Vol XLI

his mctivities and so on, bulb we
never did get any such report.

In addition to paying Peter
Lougheed, who badly needed a bit
of money I suppose. He retired as
Premier of Alberta, he hadly
needed the money. In addition to
that they retained Peter's Law
Firm. The Law Firm he was working
in. I suppose he was getting some
income out of the Law Firm as
well. I do not know how lawyers
operate. They are very mysterious
creatures to me, but I assume that
he took some money out of bthe Firm
as part of his contribulion to
making sure that they gob this
contract for the NewfFoundland
Government . Ancl nundreds and
hundrecds and hundreds of thousands
of dollars, perhaps millions ofF
dollars, over three or four years
went in that direction Ctowards
Peter Lougheed anc Pater
Lougheed's Law Firm.

Then the telling statement comes,
the Opposition House leader says,
"I thought as soon as you fellows
got in they would get kicked
out.' Now, Mr. Chairman, thalt is
unfair. That 1s totally unfFair.
We do not operate thal way, We
continued to make not as much use
as the Members opposite made, hut
we continued to make some limited
use of the expertise Lhat was
available there, and we made some
use of local Jlawyers too. The
Minister of Health made reference
to the garden type of variety of
lawyers, and I believe the comnent
was made a that time that there
were lots of the garden type
variety of lawyers in
Newfoundland, but you could not
get anything beyond the ordinary
comnon garden variety ol lawyers
around here. And we had to go to
Alberta to find something thatb was
above - I do not know. What kind
of a lawyer would that be?
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AN HON. MEMBER:
A cultivated lawyer.

MR. BAKER:

Would that be a green house lawyer
as opposed to the common garden
variety? A cultivated green house
lawyer.

But, Mr. Chairman, when we took
over the Government, we did not

automatically cancel everything
that was associated with this
Government. That 1is not right.

You cannol do that. We still made
use of expertise 1f 1t was there,
but not as much use as Members
Opposite made. And  what T am
getting around to 1is this, that I
cannot now and the Premier cannot
now, and no Member of this
Government or no Member of the
civil service can now say who 1is
going to get the money that 1is
allocated for professional
services, That would indicate
that we have our minds made up and
that we Jjust grab +the wmoney and
shove 1t over to somebody. We do
not do 1t that way. A lot of
professional services vou have to
go an see who can provide it. We
have Lo estimate abt the beginning
of the year how much we are going

to spand on thaese purchase
services and so on, but we have to
see who can provide it first, We

do not automatically say, 'we got
some buddies out there that need a

few hundred thousand dollars so we
are ¢oing to give to them and then
put 4t dn.' What we d¢do 1s we

decide what need is there and tLthen
we go and see who can fulfill that
need. Not only that bulb we will
try and do it cheaper than what we
have in haere, So, I quite
honestly, cannot provide you with
detalled lists of who is going to
get all that money, because an
awful lot of it has yel to be put
out into the private sector to
determine who can do the Dbest
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job. IfF you want to go back and
delve dinto last vesar I am sure T
could very easily provide you with
a list of who got the money from
last year, but I cannot tell you
who 1s g¢going to get it For next

year. That is a next to
impossible task. Unless the
Opposition House Leader, or one of
the hon. Members is going to Fill

in for him for awhile, and get all
irate about not being able to have
that list provided and so on, I
just want to tell you up front we
cannot provide, in  most cases,
lists of people who are going Lo
get that money, because we do not
know who 1s ¢qgoing to get dt. It
is as simple as that. Some of it
are cases where proposals are
invited, some of 1t goes oul on
tender, and all this king of
thing. Things will be revealed in
due course, and I can guarantee
you that the money will be spent
in the most efficient and most
productive . manner that we can
gpend that money in. We will make
mistakes. I do not say we will be
infallible hut by and large that
money will be spent 1in Lhe best
way possible to get the job done.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
MR. CHAIRMAN:

The hon. the
Opposition.

Leader af Lhe

MR. RIDEQUT:
Thank you, very much, Mr. Speaker.

What 1s the Member for Carbonear
complaining about now, M,
Chairman? Does he want bto say a
few words? If he does he can
stand, either now or when T an

finished, ancl talk about
contracts, people's names , or
whatever he 1is saying. We cannol

make any sense oul of it anvway,
Mr. Chairman.
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First I want to say a fFew words
about the estimates that we are
debating nere tonight, and the
process we are uwsing to debate
them. The Government, Mr .
Chairman, has made up dits mind
that they will do whatever it is
they have to do to get this House
closed as quickly as possible.
This 1s the first time since the
rules of this House were revised
in 1979 that we have had Estimates
Debates by having night sessions,
as far as I know, and look what is
nappening. Look up over me in the
press ~ gallery tonight. The
strateqy behind this, Mr .
Chairman, 1s to try and get those
estimates debated without there
being any reporting of the
estimates, Mr. Chairman. That 1is
what the Government is up to. You
can ah, moan, groan, and do all
you like, but that 1s what the
Government is up to, M.
Chairman. There 1s one person up
there at the moment and there are

others oul browsing around. The
press have Dbeen up there three
hours already today. I came to

Fisheries Estimates the other
night and there were two people
here, I believe, and Ffrom talking
to my colleagues that 1s the way
it gqoes. Now, this will get worse
because it dis not just one night,
tonight. What the Government
House Leader has decided to do 1is
three nights a week now, Monday,

Tuesday and Thursday night. The
Government House Leader is

determined to hold three hour
sittings and that 1s a deliberate
attempt by the Government -

AN HON. MEMBER:
It may be Friday afternoon.

MR, RIDEQUT:

It may be Friday afternoon. I
remember back in the old days with
Alec Hickman who managed the House
so badly that he used to have to
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meet 1in the morning, the afternoon
and the night, four days & weealk,
M. Chairman. Mis comes down Lo
House management and the
Government House Leader nhad badly
managed the time of +this House,
Mr. Chairman. Now, what he 1is
attempting to do, and they can try
to shout and groan all they like
but it is going to come out.

Mr. Chairman, I distinctly heard
the word ‘'liar' and I would ask
you to ask the Member to withdraw
it. Mr. Chairman, 1ifF the rules
are going to apply they apply on
both sides of the House.

MR. CHAIRMAN:
I did not hear it.

MR. RIDEOQUT:
The Member knows who 1t was, Mr.
Chairman,

AN HON. MEMBER:

Mr . Chairinan, there Wé's al
reference to Lthe fact that the
previous speaker, the hon. Leader
of  the Opposition, had used the
phrase and called a Member of this
House a ldar on the evening news
cast. Mat was the referance, and
no reference Lo him as being @
liar in his comments.

MR. RIDEOUT:

Qkay . Because I have already, Mr.
Chairman, been the recipient ofF
the same term from the individual
that I called it to tonight,
outside the House, not in Lhe
House, outside the House. I have
already bheen called a liar by that
same individual, ™Mr. Chairman, so
I have no apologies Lo make
because I think what I said
outside the House I cannob say in
the House but I think what I said
outside the House was the absolute

truti, I believe it was the
absolute bruth. I have already

been the recipient of that,
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M. Speaker, From that s ame
person. S0, Mr. Praemier, put it

in vyour pipe and smoke 1t, Sir, I
would say to you.

Now, Mr. Speaker, to come back to
the process of what we are doing
here now. This 1s the first time
since the rules were revised or
reformed 1in 1979 +that there has
been a concentrated effort to do
Estimates during the nights. The
first time, no  Membenr of the
present Government who were in
Opposition, can get up and recall
us . doing Estimates during the
night in Committee of the Whole.
The last time I remember, M,
Speaker, was in the period between
1975 and 1979.

AN HON. MEMBER:
(Inaudible),

MR. RIDEQUT:

I will tell you what you crowd, as
the hon. Minister says, used to
do, Mr. Speaker, we stuck it out
until they were done. We stuck 1t
out in our seats in the regular
sitting of tLhe House until they
were done 1in the broad light of
day with the press here, M~ .
Speaker., ALl of them up there For
their three hour period.

This Government, Mr. Speaker, does
not have the backbone to do 1it.
The House 1s never opened. It had
to be opened to do the Budgets and
pass the Estimates. And it was,
Mr. Speaker. And we stayed here
until the Estimates were done
without a night sitting, M.
Speaker. Without one, Mr .
Speaker. And, this Government 1is
so lacking in the backbone, this
House Leader - Mp. Speaker, you
can shout all you like, I have the
mike and I will be heard. Mr .
Speaker, this Government, when
they were 1in Opposition knew that
we stayed here 1in our seats and
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did the Estimates din  the broad
light of day, are now btrying Lo
ram  Estimates through this House
because they want to get 1t c¢losad
before the end of May. Thaey want
to get the House closed before the
end of May. This hon. crowd, M.
Speaker, who preached SO much
about openness and having the
House open, this hon. crowd now
wants the House closed.

Can you dmagine after one year in
Office, after one year 1in Office
Lhe Government House Leader came
to us today without any notice and
said we are going to start three
nights a week now debating those
Estimates. Starting tonight .
Twenty-four hours Now, Mr .
Speaker, rnine hours @ wiook,
Monday, Tuesday and Fhursday .
Nine hours this week, mnine hours
next week, eighteen hours. e
press will be worn down they will
not be dinterested, they will not
be reporting what the Government
House Leader gobt on here with
tonight, do not know the answers,

cannolt give the response, Meay
will not report, Mr. Speaker, Lhe

hypocrisy contained in the
sovernment. House Leader's response
tonight that Peter Lougheed's Firm
1s still on tLhe Government
payroll. They probably will not
report that Mr. Speaker. They are
too tired to listen to Lhe
revelation coming from the
Government House Leader, That 1is
the purpose, Mr. Speaker, of those
eighteen hours this week and next
week to try to do it under the
covers., To try to do 1t in Lhe
dark, Mr. Speaker, It has never
been done since the rules of this
House were revised to send
Estimates to the Committeec stage
in 1979. Not one hon., gentlemen
over there, who were over here
from 1979 to 1989 can say that it
was done.
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AN _HON, MEMBER:

(Inaudible).

MR. RIDEQUT:
We did the whole House in 1979,

AN HON. MEMBER:
(Inaudible).

MR. RIDEOUT:

What rules? Mr. Speaker, will
somebody cool the hon. gentleman
down. The rules to reform the
rules of this House and to put
Estimates to Comnittee were
introduced in 1979. You were here
by a previous Acdministration. You
were here,

AN HON. MEMBER:
(Inaudible).

MR. RIDEOQUT:
Pardon?

MR. SIMMS:
No, vyou did not. Mr
agreead .

Jamieson

MR. RIDEQUT:
M. Jamieson
unanimous .

agreed, it was

MR. SIMMS:
It was unanimous.

MR. RIDEQUT:
I tell vyou the one person who
objected -

AN HON. MEMBER:
(Inaudible).

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

- Was the Former Member For
l.aPoile., And the hon. gentleman
for Windsor - Buchans was 1in this
House then, 1in the Liberal caucus
anc he dicl not obhject, M,
Speakar, I was here in the
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Liberal caucus din 1979, and T did
not objeclt, Mr. Chatirman. And
neither did - well we are the only
two, [ guess, well Mr. Hodder, the
Member for Port au Port. He was
here in 1979. He did not object.
Mr. Chairman, was here in 1979,
and he did not object. It was
done unanimously with the except
of the former Member for LaPoile.
So the Minister of Forestry, Mr.
Speaker, has struck out again. He
totally struck out again because
he supported it.

The Minister of Finance is rubbing
oFf on them all, open thelr mouths
and (inaudible).

MR. RIDEQUT:

And whalt we agreed at Lhat time,
Mr. Chairman, and it is now in our
rules, in the Standing Orders, is
that the Estimates would go out
for fifteen sitting days and then
they would come back and Executive
Council and Treasury Board and a
couple ofF others would be done

. here like we are doing them now.

That was the agreement. fhat is
what the rules contained., And
auery year since Lhat, M.
Chairwan, they were done din &
normal sitting day of the House.
Every day they were done 1in @
normal sitting day ol the House.
Rut this yaar, M, Chairman,
because the Government House
Leader cannot manage properly the
time of the House he has to btry to
wear down the press. He has Lo
try and do it, Mr. Chairman, in
extra sitting hours.

MR. EFFQRD:

Wear down the press! You will
never wear down the press that
way . Fhey are alive.

MR. RIDEQUT:
They survived you 1in Opposition.
S0 that is true. Fhere 41s a lot

No. 28 (Evening) RO &



to be sald For that. Because Lthey

survived your night crawling.,
They . survived yaur wandering
around in the dark. They survived
your crawling around in the

buildings down din Pleasantville,
and then turning up at the
stations one and two o'clock din
the morning. The Member ought to
know, Mr, Chairman, of what he
speaks, because he i1s an expert at
it.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Oh, ohl

He 1s an expert 4t at dit, Mr,
Chairman. A real expert.

The old night crawler himself.

MR. RIDEQUT:

The point I am making, M,
Chairman, dis that the Government
House lLeader. has departed From
what is the norm in this
lLegislature ovear the last ten
years.

MR. SIMMS:

Absolutely! Absolutely!

Yes, he admits 1it. And he has
done it, Mr . Chairman, for a
reason. And the reason is he is
not prepared, him and his
colleagues are not prepared to sit
in their seats until the middle of
June or the last of June or the
First week in July if that is what
it takes to do those estimates.
They want to dget out of here.
Well the Government House Leader
has made it clear, why else are we
going to do nine sitting hours
extra this week and nine sitting
Mours extra next week. Why are we
going to do it? Sure there is
lots of work to do and we will do
the work. But can't we do it on a
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Fregular, normal routine day? That
is the way 4t has been done (or
the last ten vyears, Mer. Chailrman,
but tLhat dis the way 1t has been
done . And the Gouvernment House
Leader cannot manage the time of
the House.

AN HON. MEMBER:
What do you call a regular day?

MR. RIDEOUT:

Oh, I call a regular day anywhere
from six o'clock in the morning to
eleven o'clock or twelve o'clock
at night, Mr. Chairman.

SOME HON. MEMRBERS:
Hear, hear!

Ordear!

MR. RIDEOUT:

But a regular day for this HMHouse
is from two o'clock in the
afterncon until five.

MR. CHAIRMAN:
Order, please!

Fhe hon. Member's time is elapsed.

MR. RIDEQUT:

With Full press gallery here, Me.
Chairman, With the public

galleries here iF they want to
be . This is cover up. This is to
try to get out of here, M,
Chairman.

MR. SIMMS:
Camouflage.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

Mr. Chairman.

MR. CHALRMAN:
The hon. the
Council.

President of Lhe
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MR. BAKER:
Just a couple of  very brief
comments, M~ Chairman, on Lhe
speach by the Leader of the
Opposition. It is quite a chance
from what we have been
experiencing from the last couple
of hours. First of all, what we
heard was the Leader of the
Opposition complaining about the
House being open. And he 1is
referring to what is normally done
and what 1is normally being done
during the Jlast ten years. And 1
agree this is a change, a
departure from what normally been
done during the last ten years,
And I will inform him -

SOME. HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. BAKER:

- that Lheres are many other
changes in store _as well.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. BAKER:

One of them - one of the changes
is that we have been in office for
a twelve month period. We have
been in office for a twelve month
period, During that twelve month
period we have dealt with so far
in this House forty pieces of
legislation. We have another
forty-eight pieces on the Order
Paper at the present time and the
House has been open more in that
twelve nonth period than 1in any
other twelve month period in the
last ten years.

SOME HON, MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. BAKER:
Now, Mr. Chairman. We have heard
an awful Jlot of talk from the
Leader of the Opposition and come
other Members Opposite about
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hidden motives. Hidden motives
that we are doing things for a
reason, L[ mean on simple little
matters. He talked about our
hidden motives FfFor having these
night sittings, and the motive is
simply that we would like to get
the budget finished to get on with
this legislative program. And  we
have a lot of House sitting to bhe
done yet before we can c¢lose in
the spring session, and we will
have Tlot of sitting to be done in
the fall to get fFinished before
Christmas. My ob dis to manage
the affairs of this House so that
we can get through these things,
and I dintend to do that. Ancd  the
reason that i1t has never had to be
done bhefore i that there has
never bheen the legislative program
before that is here now. Never,
never ever been Lthe legislative
program before this House that is
here now.

Mr., Chairman, I know they do not
like 1t. Obviously they do not
like it, and that 1%
understandable. ANy departure
from what they have bheen doing for
seventeen years they do not like.
It is as simple as bLhat. And they
try to pulb us dinto their mold.
Some simple little things, you
know, attributing motives. [t was
on Friday and I stood up and
wished them the best of luck in
their meeting over the weekend.
And right away the comment came
back, that this was some kind of @
snide remark and I meant all kinds
of dinnuendoes by saying that. And
I assured hon. Membhers Opposite
that I was sincere, I did wish
them the best of luck because I
see the value - I sat there for
Four years - I see the value to
the democratic process of an
Opposition. I see Lthat value and
I did wish you the best of luck
over the weekend. And there was
no alterier motive, it was
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sincerely meantl. And every single
time Uthat we try to do something
like that, and this dis an example,
all of a sudden they start looking
for motives, I say Lo Members
Opposite, why don't you come out
of the fog vyou are in and look at
things in a new light.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
(Inaudible).

AN HON. MEMBER:
Say that again with a smile.

AN HON. MEMBER:
Say that again.

MR. BAKER:
It is a nice smile. S0, come out
of the fogq. Realize what we are
here for. We have a lot of things
to do, let's get on and do them.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
(Inaudibhle). °

MR. BAKER:

Absolutely. I agree that we will
stay here until we have them
done. We certainly will. It dis
really amazing. This 1is coming
from Members who sat over here and
would have a Few days in the
spring and no session in the f{all
and would try to get this place -
would not open the House until
pretty close to the end of March,
then there would be a big rush on
For interim supply. They could
never get their dinterim supply
bill in until maybhe a day or two
before the end of the month. You
know, that is the kind of thing we
experienced. And then, of course,
we would be until the middle of
the summer before we c¢losed, but
when we closed we would be closed
for a long, long time. That 1is
not going Lo happen anymore. We
are having spring arnc fall
sittings, we are going to keep the
House open a lot, we are going to
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carry  on the bhusiness of  this
Province in a orderly manner and
we are goilng to have some night
sittings. I do not wind them, I
do not knouw why youl are
complaining about them, We are
going to have some night
sittings. It is our duty to do
these things, to make sure that
the legislation has ample
discussion, We are the ones who
brought 1in +the Legislative Review
Committee so that Members of the
Opposition could have adequate
time to look at and so
on, and to add to the debate a bit
more than I was able to do when X

was sitting opposite. [F we make
a change they say, oh, e

recommanded that. It is  Funny,
they recomnended all these things
in their last one month in office
and did not have time Lo hring
them 1in. They were not there long
enough. In their last month din
oFfice they recomnended all those

marvelous changes and Nneverr
brought them 1in. MNey did not

have time . It d1s amazing Lhe
amount of foresight that was ouveaer
there, the anount of knowledge,
the amount of sensibleness that
was over there, it dis absolutely
amazing. Hindsight is
twenty/twenty 1is it not? Mi- .
Chairman, we have a long time left
for the estimates and we will
continue until we get an adequate
examination done. I repeat again
that I was pleased with what was
happening. We are gelbting
questions asked, and I did not
like some of tLhe questions,
mayhbe . We are getting answers
given and the Member opposite did
not like some of the answers, that
is fine, and as btime g 5 on there
will bhe more specilfic answars
given, but I hate Lo S @ it
degenerate into just a simple
political chemozzle.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
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MR. CHAIRMAN:
e hon. the
Leader.

Opposition House

MR. SIMMS:
Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

I think I would be remiss in my
responsibilities if I did not
address some of the stuff that the
Government House Leader threw up
over the last few moments,
material that is absolute rubbish
and totally misleading. I am sure
when he has time to sleep on it
tonight he will probably apologize
or something because that 1s his
approach to things. To suggest,
for example, that this House did
not sit very often. I have the
statistics for him 4if he wants
them. The reality 1s that their
Legislature, there was a quirk in
1989, nobody 1is denying that, we
did not open for awhile because of
the Leadership Convention and all
that kind of thing, but prior to
that, up until that point in time,
basically, the Newfoundland
lLegislature sat more days than any
other Legislature in Atlantic
Canada, point number one. IF you
are going to compare fairly you
campare to Atlantic Canada. That
1s  the normal comparison. The
Minister of Finance would not know
but, I think, most other people
would. Comparatively speaking,
for the last few vyears before
1989, this Legislature sat more
days than other Legislatures in
Atlantic Canada, so it 1is not an
unreasonable comparison. Prior to
1985, up to 1984, I think it was,
from 1979 to 1984, perhaps it was
later,

AN HON. MEMBER:
While Leo Barry was Leader of Lthe
Opposition.

MR. SIMMS:
Yes, when Mr., Barry was Leader of
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the Opposition, up until Lhat
Lime, whatever time Lhat Was .
Does anybody remember? Up until
1986, anyway, this Legislature,
under our administration, had
spring and fall sessions for seven
or eight vyears in &a row, started
in 1979 and brought in by then
Premier Brian Peckford as part of
his program. We hadl fall
sittings 1in the fall, and in the
spring we had spring sittings,
abuiously, for seven Gyt eight
years, until an  occasion arose
sometime 1in 1986, or whatever il
was, when the then Leader of Lhe
Opposition kicked up & hig stink
and delayed the House proceedings,
Forced the House to silt all night
o somaething, as I recollecl,
because they were not contribulbing
anything at all to the debales
Lhat were going on, or anything of
that nature, and a decision was
then taken that fall sittings were
not going to be held for another
while, So, to give the dmpression

there never was is not accurala.
It was this former administration,
in fact, that brought din rfall
sittings. That ds point number
two . Poinkt number one was tLhe
fact that we do sit and we did «it
longer than obher Atlantic
Canadian jurisdictions, and indeed
longer than some of the other
provinces outside of Atlantic
Canada, I might add. I might also
say that +the legislative program
that this administration, Lhe
previous adiministration use Lo
bring in was quite & bit nore
comprehensive than the forty
pieces of legislation that the
Government House Leader brags
about that they brought in in
their first year. I mean, he even
has to laugh at it. 'he Forty
pieces of legislation brought in
last year, I mean was to change
the Department of Public Works Lo
the Department of Works, Services
and Transportation. That was &
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major  one. That was a  major
item. I can qo through some

more. To change the Department of
Environment to the Department of
Environment and Lands; to change
the Department of Municipal
Affairs to the Department of
Municipal and Provincial Affairs,
I mean that 1s three out of the
forty right off the bat, Forestry
changed to Forestry and
Agriculture. There are all kinds
of littke kinds of odds and ends.
Rut out of the forty pieces of
legislation brought in, I doubt if
they put them all in the House in
one day, we could have passed them
all in one day as a matter of
fact, there was that much meat in
them.,

I know the Government House Leader
is trying to spur his tLtroops on
and try to get them built up and
ready to yell and cheer ancd all
that kind of stuff when they get
attacked and that dis part of his
raesponsibility too as the House
Leader . He has to spur the troops
on, build up their spirits, keep
up  their spirits, because I can
tell you, Mr. Chairman, I do not
think there is one person on that
side of the House who wants to sit
either but this 1s a forced matter
obviously by those who make +the
decisions in that caucus and that
Government. We all know who that
is, I should not say those who
make the decisions, the person who
makes the decisions in that
Government and caucus. So, let us
forget all that nonsense, do not
try to mislead the public and the
press into thinking something else
other than what the facts are. If
you want to take us on on the
facts that 1s fine, that 1is fair
ball, but none of that kind of
stuff because 1t ds not fair, 1t
is not reasonable.

What the Leader of Lthe Opposition
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was  pointing out, ds that there
never has bean an opportunity such
as the one that the Govermnenlt has
put forth today, whean e
Estimates of Governmnent
Departments that were not referred
out to the Estimates Committee
were dealt with in the House in
night sittings, forced night
sittings., That 1s what we are
talking about, not by agreement,
these are forced night sittings.
We have not agreed to them at
all. That has neyer occuriread
baefore,

Now the only difference we have,
Mir. Chairman, 1s that in Lthe past
haecause of Lhe number of
Departments +in the past and the
numbher of Departments now, there
is a difference of, I think it is,
six Thours. It wused to bhe about
forty-five hours allocated For
Departments that were sent out Lo
Lhe Estimates Committees, and now
because there are less Departments
that amount has dropped down Lo
thirty-nine or something.
Thirty-nine, the Government House
lLeader confirms it. So there is &
difference of six hours. GO wWe
have six more hours bthan we hacd
before 1in any other year, 1in Lthe
past, to deal with Department's
Estimates in the House that always
were covered 1in  the House, six
hours difference. No  more, no
less .,

Because we properly managed our
legislative agenda and the House
program for the Government in our
days, we did not have to have
night sittings. So for the sake
of an extra s1x hours the
Government House |eader 1s Lrying
somehow to suggest that all ofF
this time 1s leflt over and we have
to do it. That 1is not true. It
is not fair, It 1s a deliberate
decision by the Government Ffor
whatever their reasoning s, Lhe
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Leader of the Opposition suggests
one reason  there may be others.
But I can say to him I do not
really think that by doing this,
forcing Members of Lthe House to
sit six nights, three hours a

night for next two weeks,
depriving them of their
opportunities to meet with their
constituents on very serious

matters, I might add, particularly
the fishery crisis at the moment.
It deprives the Members of their
opportunities to be in the House
and ask gquestions, it deprives
them of that opportunity because
they have to attend to
constituency matters which most
Members would do in the evenings
and on weekends. So it deprives
Members of Uthat opportunity, and,
I think that is wrong. I think it
wrong and unfair to Members who
are elected to represent people in

this House. But, unfortunately,
that 1s what the Government has
decided. I think it is

unfortunate because I do not think
this little maneuver, this 1little
strategic maneuver will make one
iota of difference as to the
length ar duration of bLhis

particular spring legislative
session. It will go on wuntil

Members of Lhe House have decided
they are satisfied with the amount
of debate that has gone on and
they are prepared to get back to
thedir constituencies. But by
sitting s1ix nights, For three
hours a night is not going to make
one hit of difference +to that
decision, I can assure the
Government House Leader of that.

The point 1is, Members are being
deprived of Ltheir opportunity to
be in the House, because many

Members have commitments with
their constituents, many Members
and that is unfortunate,

particularly, when you are running
through budgetary estimates.
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Now, Mr. Chairman, do I have some
time a couple of minutes or what?

MR. SPEAKER:

Three minutes.

MR. SIMMS:

I wanted to raise once again the
issue of Newfoundland Information
Services, I wanted ko
specifically ask a couple of
detailed questions and then I want
to talk about policy. Under the
NewfFoundland Information Services
on page 24, you have an dncrease
in the salaries from $101,000 up

to $146,000, okay. You have an
increase in  Transportation i om
$1,800 up to $25,000; and you have
an increase in ProfFessional

Services again from $4,500 up Lo
$30,000; and you have an increase
in Purchased Services from $60,000
up to $120,000; an overall
increase in the vole For
Information Services From $168,000
up to this year $335,000,

approximately a 100 P coent
increase in Lhe cost of operation
For Newfoundland Information

Services . And that comes from a
group of people who for yedars on
this sdide of the House launched
vicious abtacks on this
Government, attack this Government
consistently, because of the use

of Newfoundland Information
Services. And employed, 1F they

did not say, and I @ not sure
they did not say it, I would not
bhe surprised that they have said
it, 1f you research Hansard, you
will probably find somebody over
there who said, +they should get
ricd of it, get rid of it. But
they certainly appliead that  we
should get rid of dt. But what
have they dona?

Not only have they not goltten rid
of it to Fulfill commitments mace
by Members opposite From time to
timne, they have doubled the cost

No. 28 (Evening) R101



of Newfoundland Information
Services. So  that 1s one point
and those questions that I asked

about the dncrease 1in votes, I
would 1like For the President of
the Council to respond to when he
gets a chance to respond, the
specific reasons for the increases.

There 1s also a new additional
person hired, her position
approved, a publication officer
position I believe is the position
that was never there before. So
there 1s another position added to
Newfoundland Information
Services. And all of this I say
From a Government who used to
criticize us for it.

Secondly, and the other dmportant
point that I want to raise again,
I asked the Minister about it
earlier. I did not get a respond

on 1it. But I would like to know
why Newfoundland Information
Services and the operation of i1t
wa’s transferred from Lhe

Department of Public Works, an
non-partisan department, to the
most political arm of Government
obviously, well the most
politically arm of Government 1is
the Executive Council, everybody
knows that, It is the Premier and
Judy Foote, the Press Officer,
whatever she 1s called. I mean
that is the Executive Council. So
I said why -

AN HON. MEMBER:
(Inaudible).

MR. SIMMS:
Pardon?

AN HON. MEMBER:
(Inaudible).

MR. SIMMS:
The Premier's Office 1s under the
Executive Council.
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SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Oh, oh!

MR. CHAIRMAN:

Order, please!

The hon. Member's time is up.

The President of the Council says,
the Premier's Office dis not the

Executive Council. I submit to
him +that the Premier's Office is
the Executive Council. And  he
knows what I am saying. I mean
the Premier runs the Government.
The Executive Council services the
Premier, as well as Lhe
Government . The Premier 1s Lhe

head of the Government. So do not
say Executive Council has nothing
to do with the Premier or not Lthe
Premier, that 1s silliness.

So NIS was transferred from Public
Works, a Government Department to

the most political arm of
Government which is Executive
Council, It is the Government .

Executive Council 1s the Cabinet
and the head of the Cabinelt and
the head of the Government is tha
Premier, So now the Premier has
his fFinger on the button as 1t
relates Lo Newfoundland
Information Services. Me S ame
arm that he criticizes us For and
accused us of abusing in the past
in a political fashion,

Now I wonder why they have made
that transfer? I wonder why? I
asked the Minister about that
earlier? He did not respond. He
did not glve me an answer. He may
try to get up now and I predict he
will get up and say, he will use
the terms that he has been used to

osaying all night long in answering

all my other questions, as far as
I know, or I think we intend, or I
am not quite sure, or a litble
later, or in a day or two I will
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provide you, those kinds of
answers what I have bean getting
all night and I will be
interesting din hearing what the
answer is in respectk to my
question on Newfoundland

Information Services. I have run
over my time, so I will see what
the response is.

MR. RIDEOQUT:
Mr. Chairman.,

MR. CHAIRMAN:
The hon. Opposition House Leader.

AN HON. MEMBER:
(Inaudible),

MR. SIMMS:
No vyou do not have to have an
intervening speaker.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Oh, oh!

Go back over to your office, boy!
Go bhack over to the office. Go
check out the blackheaded budworms.

MR. RIDEOQUT:
He gave everybody a chance, and
nobody stood.

MR. SIMMS:

Well he should take out the gum
From his mouth, and he should sit
in his own seat if he is going to
intervene and dinterject, because
if he 1is not going to do all that
stuff, then he should go into the
common room, take the Minister of
Finance with him and have a cup of
coffee, because the two of them
would make a great conversation
piece, I would say.

MS _COWAN:

You are very touchy now and then,
aren't you?
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Oh, I am very touchy,

The leader upstaged you
(inaudible).

MR. SIMMS:

The leader upstaged me
(inaudible), vyes. Yes, boys, the
leader took away everything.
Shockin' isn't it? Isn't that

terrible?

AN HON. MEMBER:
Scandalous, disn't 1t7?

MR. SIMMS:
Now, this is
right?

leacder number one,

AN HON. MEMBER:
Yes, and leader number two.

AN HON. MEMBER:
(Inaudible) results of
(inaudible),

theipr

What results? Mhera WP e no
results.

Mr. Chairman, I say to you, there
is only one party in this Province
that has a problem with
leadership, I can tell you, and il
ain't sitting on this side of Lthe
House!

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SIMMS:
You will not hear about any knives,

AN HON. MEMBER:
(Inaudible) three to four years.

MR. SIMMS:

We will see, Mr. Chairman, as time
goes on. We have seen 1t all
“before. As a matter of fack, Mr.
Chairman, 1 confess, we were part
of all of it before, responding
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axactly the same way as Lthey are

responding now, howling and
yowling and velling and
interjecting, fealing praetty

cocky, pretty confident. But how
soon it can change, let me +tell
the Members opposite! How quickly
it can change!

AN HON. MEMBER:
(Inaudible)!

MR. SIMMS:
Yes, exactly.

AN HON. MEMBER:
(Inaudible).

I just said, 4f the Member was
listening, that I know full well,
we all know very well how quickly
the +tide can turn. So I Jjust
mention that to Members.

AN HON. MEMBER:
(Inaudible) .

MR. SIMMS:
Yes, and the Member opposite, his
party had twenty-three vyears in
power, so I do not know why he
jabbers on.

MR. BAKER:

On a point of order, Mr. Chairman.

MR. CHAIRMAN:
Order, please!

MR. SIMMS:
A brief point of order?

MR. CHAIRMAN:
Order, please!

Order, please!

The hon. the President of Treasury
Board .

MR. BAKER:

My understanding is that there
really should have been an
intervening speaker, but by leave
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in the usual spirit ofF
co-operation, we do not mind. gt
just want to make the point that I
believe that 1is what should have
been, but, by Tleave, the Member
can go on.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Oh, oh!

MR. CHAIRMAN:
Order, please!

Order, please!

When nobody on the Government

Members! side rosae then, of
course, we had to go to Lhe
speaker on the obher side.

Standing Orders do call for an
intervening speaker.

MR. BAKER:
Yes,

MR. SIMMS:

Yes, I understand that.

MR. CHAIRMAN:
The hon. the
Leader.

Opposition House

MR. SIMMS:
Thank you, Mr, Chairman.

That d1s right, Mr, Chairman. 1
mean, the point was thalt when the
time came, the ten minutes -
normal rules of debate call For an

intervening speaker. These are
not normal rules of debate,

obviously, but, 1if nohody stands
on the Governmnent side to spealk,
then the Chair recognizes whoever
stood. So, I mean, it 1is a very
moot point, but you would almost
believe that the Government House
Leader has been sitting too c¢lose
to the Premier, getlting caught up
in all this -

AN HON. MEMBER:
(Inaudible) reqular debate, too.

AN HON. MEMBER:
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(Inaudible) if nobody else stands.

MR. SIMMS:

That 1is right, 1f nobody else
stands, obviously, somebody on
this side will stand. Anyway,
that is too silly a point to talk
about. The hon. the President of
the Council obviously interjected
on a point of order to take me off
track just when I was getting into
Full Flight, getting ready to
move. He said, 'The only way taq
stop him now from this devastating
attack is to get up on a point of
order,' and a silly point of order
it was! "There has to be an
intervening speaker. I wanlt to
tell the Member there should be an
intervening speaker.' Well, there
was no intervening speaker,
because nobody on that side is
prepared to stand and respond to
or answer qguestions that are put
to them tonight in the Estimates
debate. That is what 1is wrong.

I would love to hear the Minister
of Forestry get up. Perhaps he
would like to get up, would he? I
would be happy to sit down and let
him get up For bkten minutes.

AN HON, MEMBER:
(Inaudible).

MR. SIMMS:
Oh, yes, when the time comes, 1in
twenty-four hours time, I suppose.

MR. DECKER:
(Inaudible) .,

MR. SIMMS:

Well, boy, if there is anyone who
would know that, it 1is an expert
like yourself, on how to make
fools.

My, Chairman, the Minister of
Health, now, can settle down and
relax and I will stand as long as
I want and speak for as long as I
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want, and interjections and
interruptions are  not Golng to
make one little bit of difference,
particularly Ffrom a small-minded
person like the Minister of
Health. It is not going to make
one bit of difference.

SOME _HON. MEMBERS:
Oh, oh!

MR. SIMMS:

I want the Government House Leader
again, as I said, to explain to us
why  the Newfoundland Information
Services system was moved From the
Department of Public Works to
Executive Council.

AN HON. MEMBER:
(Inaudible).

MR. SIMMS:

Well, that 1is what I was about to
get up for, and that is the reason
I got up again. I do not
understand why the Minister would
even respond to that question,
along with the other quoestions
that are still on hold. Why would
he not stand and respond to that
kind of question, a
straightforward, clearly put,
succinetly pub question? Why did
you Lransfer Newfoundlarnd
Information Services Fron Public
Works to the Executive Council,
the political arm of Govermnpent?
And why has the hudget for
Newfoundland Information Services,
that same operation which you
criticized so frequently and which
yvou attacked so frequently in the
past when you were in Opposition,
why did you double its budget from
$168,000 to $335,000? That is Lhe
quaestion, I co not want to
confuse ik, I do nobkt want Lo
change 1t, T do not want Lo c¢loud
it, I do not want ko camouflage it
anymore by asking more questions.
I want to get an answer Lo that
question I say to Lthe President of
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Treasury Board, and I hope he will
provide us with a straight forward
answer,

MR. CHAIRMAN:
1.1.01 carried?

MR, SIMMS:
No, Mr, Chairman, not a chance.

MR. CHAIRMAN:
The hon, the
Opposition.

Leader of the

MR. RIDEQUT:

Mr. Chairman, 1if the President of
Treasury Board 1is going to sit
over there and sweat and sulk and
not get dinto his seat and provide
information that my c¢olleague 1is
asking for, then no. The head
whatever it 1is d1s not ¢going to
pass. Not a change, Mr. Chailrman.

Now, for two ten minute sessions
consecutively the Government House
lLeader has sat there and has not
attempted to answer the question
that has been possed to him by my
colleague on Newfoundland
Information Services in particular
and a couple of other i1ssues —

AN HON. MEMBER:
Mr. Lougheed's law Firm.

MR. RIDEOUT:

- the Lougheed law firm, that he
has been raising. Now, first of
all, Mr. Chairman, let me say
this. The Opposition House Leader
is our spokesperson for Treasury
Board, and the President of
Executive Council. And the wvast
majority of the estimates that we
will be discussing over the next
twenty something hours will fall
under the direct responsibility of
the President of Treasury Board,
or in his other capacity as
President of the EFxecutive
Council, or in his other capacity
as Minister responsible for the

L1106 May 7, 1990 Vol XLI

status of women . And my
colleague, who is shadow in

Treasury Board, and 1ds shadow in
the President of the Council will
have all the time he wants, Mr,
Chairman, without anybody over
here attempting to upstage him or
take away time from him. He c¢an
have the whole twenty-four hours,
or to muzzle him, Mr. Chairman.
We have auery confidence, M,
Chairman, in our House Leader, the
Member for Grand Falls. We do not
have to try to prop him up like
you ¢got to do with the Minister of
Finance. We do not have to try Lo
slip him notes and say talk about
this or talk about something
else. He has the competence, Mr,
Chairman, and the experience to
talk about anything. And  he has
proven 1t, Mr. Chairman, he has
proven 1t again tonight, and he
will continue -

AN HON. MEMBER:

(Inaudible) should not be lLeader
number two, he should be lLeader
number one.

Maybe he will be leader number
one, Mr. Chairman, who knows. [
can tell vou who will never be
Leader number one, Mr. Chalrman,
and that is the Minister of Social

Services. It might bea Lhe
President of Treasury Board who
came second the last time.

Unfortunately in a Leadership race
Leader number two over there, Mr.
Chairman - Unfortunately 1in a
leadership race somebody got to be
leader number two, but the
Minister of Social Services will
never be leader number three or
number  four or numnber Five or
number six. He will never lead
anything, Mr. Chairman, but leacder
number two on the Government's
side might. Now, leader number
two on the Government's side knows
all about disposing leaders, so I
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hopea mny fFriend here, the
Opposition House Leacder doesn't
speak to often to the Government
House Leader bhehind the curtain
because it dis then I might start
to get suspicious.

AN HON. MEMBER:
He tried to pass me a knife the
other day.

MR. RIDEOUT:

I have to go to my District on
Thursday night. And the last time
I recall an  Opposition leader
having Lo go away on public
business - when he went to Boston
I happened to be down there as
Minister of Fisheries at the
time. He went away on public
business and when he came back he
did not have anything to lead. So
the present Government House
Leader knows all about those
COups. He knows how to engineer
them, he knows how to put them
together.

AN HON. MEMBER:
The ring leader over there, wasn't
it the Minister of Health?

MR. RIDEQUT:
The Minister of Health was the
ring leader.

AN HON. MEMBER:
The ring leader, yes.

MR. RIDEOUT:

The Minister of Social Services
was one of the ring leaders, the
present Minister of Development,
the present Minister of Fisheries,
they were all in 1t together as I

understand it. As a matter of
fact I should be fair to the
President of Treasury Board. I

believe he was the last recruit.
And 1if he had not come on hoard -

AN HON. MEMBER:
He was nolbt sure 1f he was going to
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run for leadership I suppose,

MR. RIDEQUT:

That 1s right. If he had nol come
on hoard, I have been told by
people who were inside of the
caucus at the time, that they
don't think +the coup would have
worked. He was the key to
bringing 41t off. He was the key
to putting it together,

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
(Inaudible).

AN HON. MEMBER:

How are you Brutus? They used to
call him B.T. Baker, now we call
him Brutus Baker.

MR. RIDEOQUT:

Let tLhe Minister oF Social
Services continue to walt and we
will see, Mr. Chairman. I do not
care who 1is after me. That is the
difference between mne and Lhe
Minister of Social Services. I do
not care. Leo did care though,
M. Cheadriman. You should have
heard some ofFf the cholce words,
Mr. Chairman, - and some of Lhem
were said on the public record and

they are still there. Mr, Justice
Barry, I should call him, I
suppose, certainly did care. 1

want 1t to be known, [ do not
care, If the party do not want me
I do not want to be here, Mr.
Chairman. It is just as simple as
that.

MR. SIMMS:

If I were on that side I would not
want to appear before Mr. Justice
Rarry.

MR. RIDEOUT:

I would advise no Member over
there, particularly those who were
here during Lhe coup, to ever
appear before Mr. Justice Rarry or

it will Dbe Justice undone, or
mayhe Jjustice Finally done, 1
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would say, Mr. Chairman.

(Inaudible).

MR. SIMMS:
You will never go for sure.

MR. RIDEOQUT:

No, the Minister of Health will
never. I happened to run into Mr.
Justice Barry at a social function
a few nights ago, a week or so ago.

AN HON. MEMRER:
In Marystown.

MR. RIDEQUT:

No, 1t was not in Marystown. As a
judge he would not be allowed to
attend, I feel that he would be
more comfortable attending one of
our functions right now than he
would be attending a function on
the other side of the House, but
the point is, I do not care. I

could not care less, Mr,
Chairman. I aim comfortable. The
caucus is solid, he party is
solid, and ifF that changes

tomorrow, and I am saying this in
a public Forum, 1if that changes
tomorrow I could not care less. I
have been here For fifteen years
and by the time the next elecltion
rolls around I will have been
here, 1if we go three or four
years, I will bhave been here Ffor
seventeen or eighteen vyears. I
hope I have made some kind of a
contribution to public 1life in
this Province.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. RIDEQUT:
I have served 1in two political

parties, I make no Dbones about
that. That 1s & public fact. T

rose through the ranks of the
party I am presently in to become
Leadar of the party and Lhe
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Premier of Lhe Province. 1 have
no more anbition. I do not care.
I really do not. If the party
does not want me that 1s Fine with
me, Mr. Chairman. ‘I want to be
Premier again. I fully expect I
will be Premier again and I Ffully
intend to lead the party into the
next election but 1f the party
does not want it, Mr. Chairman,
over the howls of the other crowd,
if the party does not want it, I

do not care ., 1 am a happw
soldier. I have done what 1is
right and I will go away from this
place having enjoyed the time I
spent here. It ds as simple as

that and that 1is the pragmatic
level that I am at now after
fifteen vyears. I could nobt care
less ., I will face any challenge.
I will do what I can as Leader of
the party and Leader of Lle
Opposition, but if the party
decides differently then I could
not care less.

(Inaudible).

MR. RIDEOUT

Well, that might be so. The hon.
Minister of Social Services may
know more Lthan I know, He might

be still crawling around din L(he
night, but I say Lo the hon.
gentleman with every it of
sincerity that 4is in me, 1f he 1is
right and I am wrong, then thab isg
Fine, Dbut I could not care less.
End of discussion.

AN HON. MEMBER:
What an attitude to have, M,
Chairman.

MR. RIDEOUT:

That is the right a&ttitude ko
have, Mr. Chairman. I have all
the freedom in the world now, and
I am enjoying Lthis role, quite
Frankly, enjoying 4t very much. I
enjoy looking across the MHouse day
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after day and seeing those people
now squirm and skate who were over
here when we were the Government.
I tell you frankly, Mr., Chairman,
I am enjoying 1it. I am enjoying
putting the same questions to the
Minister of Fisheries, myself or
our Opposition critic, that he
used to put to us.

MR. EFFORD:
You have not asked me yet.

MR. RIDEOUT:
I never saic the

Minister of

Social Services. I have no
intention of deliberately putting
Christina on television, none
whatsoever. I have no dntention
o deliberately putting Lhe
Minister of Social Services on
television. When the time comes

and there must be a question asked
he will be asked but we are not
going to plan Question Period
every day to deliberately put the
Minister of Social Services on
televyision, or the Minister of

Health on television, But every
day that I can I will try to put
the Minister of Finance on
television. That d1is how I plan
our Question Period. Every day

that I can I will try to put the
Minister of Employment and Labour
Relations on television. Everyday
that I can I will try to put the
Minister of Works, Services and
Transportation on television or
the Minister of Municipal and
Provincial AfFairs on television,
or the Minister of Forestry and
Agriculture on television, Mr .
Speaker. Every day that we can we
will plan to do that, Mr. Speaker,
because I have no intention
whatsoever of giving any forum to
the Minister of Social Services.
None, Mr. Speaker, he does not
deserve it.

AN HON. MEMBER:
(Inaudible).
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MR. RIDEOUT:

And that you did.

Mr . Speaker, the Minister of
Social Services -

MR. CHAIRMAN:
Order, please!

The hon. Member's time has elapsed.

MR. RIDEOQUT:

I am sorry, Mr. Speaker, I will
have to wait for an intervening
speaker because he should nolt even
be in the Cabinet, Mr. Speaker, 1F
he had an honor. :

The hon. the Government Houl s e

Leader.

MR. BAKER:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

I realize there have been a few
speakers since T was last on my
fFeet. I am very pleased to hear
that the Leader of the Qpposition
has confidence in this House. I
am glad to hear that. Rut aside
From that, there was not a greal
deal in what he said.

There 1is one question outstanding
Lhat I felt I should deal with in
a couple of minutes. I would like
to point out to Members opposite
that as long as questions keep
coming I will get wup and give
answers but, if there are no
questions or few questions then I
will wait until there are a number
of questions to gelt up and answer
them. That 1s normal. I do not
have to get up every time somebody
on the opposite side gets up and I
do not intend to.

The question had Lo co with
Newfoundland InfFormation Services,
that Members opposite wanted dealt
with. They are guite right when
they say that 1in Opposition, I was
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one of the ones who suggested the
abolishing Newfoundland
Information Services. I held the

S ame uiew after the last
election. I wWas of Lhe same
opinion. However, I believe that
saner heads prevailed and

Newfoundland Information Services
was not done away with. I helieve
that we are making an honest
attempt to make that a vehicle for
Government information. I know 1t

is dangerous when you say,
Government information. It is

very dangerous . Because right
away you picture Cabinet Ministers
trying to get their own name 1in
the press all the time, or you
picture kind of & brain washing
operation, that 1is the danger of
using terms like that.

I believe that we are giving it a
fair try as a method of getting
out Government information,
programmed dinformation and so on.
I think here 1is a need that T
believe was not being properly
fulfilled. There is a need to get
infFormation out to the media in
the Province concerning Government
programs and details of Government
Programs . I was persuaded
baecause, as I say, I make no bones
about 1it, I  thought we should
dismantle the whole thing because
I disliked the way I perceived it
was operating. As an Opposition
Member I had certain perceptions
about 1t. Ta make no bones about
it, I wanted to disband the whole
thing but I believe that we are
having a fair shot at wmaking 1t
work properly.

There 1is a large increase in the
funding for NIS 1in this year and
that ds part of the attempkt to

make it properly function. I
could go down through For
instance, in the salary budget
there are Five positions: a

director, & publications officer,
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the one that the Opposition House
Leader mentioned was é Nnow
position, I believe, he said, but
that has not been filled yelb hut
presumably it will during the
year, but it 1s in there. There
is a public relations specialists
and a couple of c¢lerk typists. So
that 1s what 1is din the salary
budget. We even have $1,000 stuck
in their for overtime in case 1t
is needed. That dis the salary
budget.

AN HON. MEMBER:
(Inaucdihle).

MR. BAKER:

Pardon?
I could go cdown Lhvough the
salaries, there is one For

approximately $45,000, another one
For $27,000, another - .one For
$29,000 and two clerk typisl at
around $20,000. So that adds up
to the salary. I am pointing out
what the positions are. I balieve
there 1s one extra position, she
pointed out. But that has not
been filled vyet.

Why 1s there such a big increase
from the revised for last vear?

MR. BAKER:
Pairdon?

MS VERGE:

Why 1s there such a large increase
of $45,000 from the revised figure
(inaudible) .

MR. BAKER:

Well one of them is that new 7job
Lhat the Member referred to, Then
there was an  allowance pubt in
there for overtime, okay? Anc T
guess there was an increase in
salaries over last year that ULhe
Member referred to before. Salary
adjustments. So these things were
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put in there and they add up to
$45, 000,

The olbher amounts - there 1s an
amount in there under Purchased
Services. It has increased a fair
amount, and 1t ds photocopier;
funding for existing wire services
and printing of various
publications. So a parkt of this
has to do with printing of some
publications.

MR. SIMMS:
From $60,000 to $120,000.

MR. BAKER:

There is Transportation and
Communications; lravel Telephone
and FAX related expenses. There

is a FAX machine 1in there now. So
these are the 1items. But I would
say to -

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Oh, oh!

MR, BAKER:
To try to make this a disseminator
of program information. It will
bacome wvery useful in terms of
explaining what pay equity is. It
will Dbecome wuwseful 1in  Lterms of

explaining SOme of the
Federal/Provincial programs and

SO on, S50 we are trying to
concentrate on the dissemiation of
information, of program
information from Government

Departments .

If Opposition Members see +that we
are abusing it, then I expect them
to point it out. If they see that
we are using it simply as a
vehicle for self-aggrandizement,
then I expect them to point 1t
out. I really do. That is one of
the functions of an Opposition.
We hope to make 1t & very useful
of getting proper information out
about Government services and that
is the way we wanted to operate.
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So I believe that 1s the only
outstanding question. T know that
a part of this heading comes under
the Premier, under a couple of
things I am leaving for him to
handle, naving to do with the
salary allocations in his
particular Department. So I think
that Just about finishes up the
questions that are outstanding. I
dealt with all of the others.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Mr. Chairman.

MR. CHAIRMAN:
The Opposition House Leader.

MR. SIMMS:
Thank you, Mr. Chairmnan,

Mr. Chairman, that was the only
matter that I dealt with the last

intervention because I raised 1L
twice and the Minister would not
get up Lo answer 1it. So 1 Just

kept raising it because I wantad
to get a specific answer to Lhal
particular gquestion because it is
an important item, I aun still not
sure I got the explanation as Lo
why it was transferred from Pukblic
Works to Executive Council. In
fact, I did not get the answer.
So he 1is going to do it the next
time, and perhaps 1f we are lucky
enough we might be able to drag it
out until ten o'clock when he will
not have to give the answer at
all. Until we can get a chance Lo
talk to somebody who will provide
him with a good answer to give,

Nevertheless so I know he will
answer that sometime s00N, He
also did not answer my obher
gquestions related to Newfoundland
Information Services to my

satisfFaction. MMe Purchased
Services vote went from an

expenditure last year of $60,000
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Lo an  expenditure this year of
$120,000, Exactly a 100 per cent
increase in Purchase Services from
Newfoundland Information
Services. Now he sloughed it off
by reading a few notes that he had
there, this 1is for +that, and this
is for that, and a few brochures
to print now. I mean $60,000
would pay for a fair number of
brochures, I would say. So I
would 1ike Ffor him to be a bit

more explicit, a bit more
forthcoming in providing me the
answear: What d1s the reason For

the increase of 100 per cent 1in
Purchased Services from $60,000 to
$120,000 for a small agency like
Newfoundland Information

Services? Which this Government
when 1t was in OQOpposition did not
even want. Now they are giving

him all kinds of money, doubling
their budgets, and all the rest of
it. So that is a question that I
would like him to be a bhit more
forthcoming with? In addition to
answering why the service was
transferred from Public Works to
Executive Council? I have asked
it about four times now and I
cannot seem to get an answer. And
he keeps saying T will give him an
answer, but he has not given the
answer,

Perhaps I could pose the question,
why don't I pose the question to
the Minister of Works, Services
and Transportation? I will pose
the question to him if, indeed, he
is allowed to answer.

MR. GILBERT:
(Inaudible) .

MR. SIMMS:
I see. The answer is you are not
allowed to answer the question, so
it ds of no use for me to ask you
the question.

MR. GILBERT:
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Every time you ask me a question,
I give you an answer.

MR. SIMMS:

No, vyou don't. As & matter of
fact, the Minister of Works,
Services and Transportation 1is one
of the worst Ministers here, one
of the worst.

DR. KITCHEN:

He 1s (dnaudible).

MR. SIMMS:

That d1s  some compliment, coming
from you, the Minister of Finance,
who will not answer a question.
Here 1s Lthe difference between Lhe

Minister of Finance and the
Minister of Works, Services and
Transportation, the Minister ol
Finance won't answer &a question,
and the Minister of Works,

Services and Transportation gives
the shortest answers - no, no, but
never yes.

MS VERGE :

Ask tLhe Minister af Works,
Services and Transportation when
they are going to start

four-laning the highway between
Corner Brook and Steady Brook.

MR. SIMMS:
Didn't he answer that?

MS VERGE:

I asked it. He wouldn't answer
for me, but he might answer f[or
you,

MR. SIMMS:
He probably said, Yes, is  due
course', no doubt.

I can assure you 1ifF the Minister
wouldn't answer for you, I have a

strong Feeling he will neyver
answer for me, That 1s the funny
Feeling I have about tLhat

particular Minister.
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Lelb me ask the Minister of Works,
Services and Transportation, since
I cannot seem to get anywhere with
the President of Treasury Board,

can tLhe Minister of Woirks,
Services and Transportation
explain to the House and to the
people why Newfoundland
Information Services was moved to
Executive Council from his

Department? Can he explain 1it?

The other point I want to make is
this: The President of Treasury
Board, 1in trying to get up and
talk ahout Newfoundland
Information Services, as 13 he
wont tried to be low-key and tried
not to raise any evyebrows, or
anything like that, and he saild
‘We have gilven them more money
because we want to he sure it
works . Well, could he table for
the House the rules and guidelines
under which Newfoundland
Information Services work? There
are written rules and gquidelines.

I would also like to see, for my
own information - I am not sure I
have a copy of the regulations
which were 1in existence before,
because there were regulations or
guidelines For people putting out
press releases, and I can assure
Members opposite, by the way, that
Newfoundland Information Services
came to Members of the Government
quite Frequently with releases
they had to go out ocver the wire
which they would not approve -
quite Frequently. So I want to
know what the big difference is.
Why the big change 1in opinion?
Why the big change in the attitude
of the Government with respect to
Newfoundland Information Services?

MS VERGE:

Now that they all have Fax
machines, why are they dncreasing
it?  You would think they would be
needed a lobt Tless than before Fax
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machines,

Yes, youl would. May b e e
Minister of Works, Services and
Transportation will be a bit more
forthcoming and will tell us the
answer to that question. But,
gspecifically, would he table Ffor
the House a Copy of the

regulations and guidelines used by
Newfoundland Information Services,
both the current regulations and

the previous ones, uncter our
Administration? I would like to

see both of them together to see
what the big difference or the big
change is in guidelines aricl
regulations. Bacausae T was not
aware, quite frankly, that there
were any major changes. ns &
matter of Fact, we hardly use
Information Services, because i1t
is really not applicable, it does
not work the same for Opposition
Members, I find. But Ministers
use it quite Freguently.

AN HON. MEMBER:
Is that right?

Yes. We have & copy of bthe wire
service. e Ministenr of
Municipal and Provincial Affairs
can fill up a basket every day, I
would say, the press releases
coming out of nis office, and
rightly so. He has abhoult 25,000
portFolios over there. Now, Lthat
might be a slight exaggeration,
but my point d1is all the little
releases which come out fron the
Sports Federation, all these kinds
of things, paying tribute to the
Minister who spoke at aur
luncheon, ancd the Minister who
presented a spoon to Lthe winnepr

here tonight, There 15 ® press
release goes out over the wire For
that kind of stuff from Lhe

Minister's office.
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Now I have to confess quite
publicly, before somebody gelbs up
and attacks me, that when I was a
Minister in the previous
Administration I certainly availed
of the privileges of Newfoundland
Information Services quite
frequently, no matter what
portfolio I was in, because I
thought it was important for
information to get out to the
public.

MR. BAKER:

I haven't used it.

Well, 1iF the President of Treasury
Board has not used it, that is not
my fault. Don't attack me because
you haven't used 1t I mean,
don't jump an Newfoundland
Information Services as being no
good because you have not used
it. Why don't you use 1it? Why
don't you put a little release out
tomorrow morning about the
agreement vyou signed, boy, get a
bit of credit for it? When you
are a politician, people expect
that to happen.

We are not going to be so so
careful and sinister we are going
to think, ah, you are doing too
much politically, and that stuff.
I mean, the kind of criticism that
came from you hon. crowd before,
when you were on this side of the
House, was nothing bhut absolute
nonsense and paranoia. That s
all it was. Put out whatever you
want on Newfoundland Information
Services, we don't care. ALl I
want to know dis why all of a
sudden you changed vyour minds?
How come, all of a sudden, you
have changed your minds? And not
only have you changed vyour minds
and kept it in service, youl
doubled the uote, doubled the
budget for the operation.
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MR. GIILBERT:
To make 1t functional and do the
job it was set up for.

MR, SIMMS:
How would the Minister of Works,
Services and Transportation know
whether it was functional or not?

MR. GILBERT:
You thought it was political, when
it was not.

MR. SIMMS:

I didn't think i1t was political.

MR. GILBERT:
You just said it was.

MR. SIMMS:
I didn't say 1t was political
MR. GILBERT:
Yes, you did.

MR. SIMMS:

No, I did not.

MR. FLIGHT:
(Inaudible).

MR. SIMMS:

Well, I will now ask the
Government House Leader, since the
Minister of Faorestry nas once
again put his foot in his wmouth.
I have asked him for a copy of the
regulations now, and the ones that
were there before, and I belt you

will find there is not one
regulation that says, the
Opposition cannot use this
service. That is nonsense,

paranoia on the part of the
Members opposite when they were 1in
Opposition, and may know now it
was paranoia because not only have
they kept 16, they have doubled
the Budget and dincreased it by
$160, 000, SO you talk about
hypocrisy, an absolute example of
hypocrisy. I am asking why did
you have to change an attitude?
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Why did vyou keep 1iLk? But more
importantly, why did vyou take it
From the Minister of Public Works,
why did you take 1t fFrom his
Department, and put it into the
political wing of Government, the
Executive Council? One ofF these
days, sometime within the next
twenty-four hours, the Minister of
Treasury Board 1is going to answer
that question, I hope, because I
can assure him we are not going to
stop asking. I am going to stop
now bhecause I do not want the time
to run out so that the Minister
can get up and talk about all
kinds of other things and then
say, oh, time has run out and I

will glve youl the answernr
tomorrow. That will give him time
to get some advice From his
colleague the Minister of
Forestry, or somebody, as to how
to answer his question. I am
going to try once more now to see
if  the Minister will try and
answer those guestions

straightforwanrd.

MR. CHAIRMAN:
The hon, the
Council.

President of the

MR. BAKER:

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

There are a number of aspects to
what the Opposition House Leader
is asking. First of all he keeps
harping on why did they change
their minds and all that kind of

thing. I really believe I have
dealt with that. I have told you
why I changed my wmind. I have

already explained that and I think
there 1is nothing wrong with one
changing one's mind . I have
never, ever 1in my lifetime made
any claims to infallibility. I am
always willing to listen to the
other side and always willing to
change my mind 1if I am convinced.
There dis nothing dinherently had
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about a person changing his mind.
Get that clear first, accept that
principle that quite often 1t 1is
good for a person Lo have an open
mind. I explained a few moments
ago that I was one of the ones, 1n
Opposition I believe I called For
the disbanding of the NIS, or at
least during estimates I called
for the disbanding of NIS, and I
explained why. I perception was
that +this particular agency was
used almost entirely politically.

AN HON., MEMBER:
That 1s unfair.

MR. BAKER:

Well, that was my perception and I
may have been wrong, bul that is
what I was seeing. And afbker we
formed the Government -

AN HON., MEMBER:
(Inaudible).

_MR. BAKER:

- I expressed that same opinion.
I was still of the same opinion,
let us get rid of NIS. Howeuver,
and I said Ffortunately, I believe
that calmer opinions prevailed and
that NIS has now had its budgat
increased, We want to make sure
Lhat it is a proper arin ofF
Government., Not politically, hut

an arm of the Governnentk
Departments to make sure that
information about Government

programs receives the exposure 1t
should get.

It was moved From Public Works to
Executive Council. It is rather
interesting to hear in his lead up
the Opposition Leader saying, Ffrom
the totally unpolitical Department
of Public Works. I do not know if
Haig Young would agree with that,
the totally unpolitical Department

of Public Works to Fxecutive
Council. Now vou might say that
Executive Council is also
No. 28 (Evening) RL15



political.
What I am saying to you -—

AN HON. MEMBER:
(Inaudible).

MR. BAKER:
Oh, Public Works was nonpartisan,
is that what you are saying?

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Yes., Oh, oh!

MR. BAKER:
That 1s beside the point, anvway
the present Minister of Public
Works Now is the Minister of
Public Works as well as the
Minister of Transportation. He
has -

AN HON. MEMBER:
(Inaudible).

MR. BAKER:
I am explaining now.

e Minister has what were two
whole departments to handle right
now, a Lremendous number of
employees and so on, and as part
of the reorganization that one
section WA S taken. Bacause it
really has nothing to do with
Transportation or Public Works, we
thought that we would move it
there to Executive Council as it
is prouviding a general service for
Government and really has nothing
to do with Public Works or
Transportation. It was hetter
there and it was less thing that
was under the wing of the Minister

of Works, Services and
Transportation. So the move was
made as part of the
reorganization, There was no
nafarious scheme here, I keep
pointing out that you find

nefarious schemes 1in everything.
I really pity vyou. You cannot go
through life always looking for
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nefarious schemes,

There was one other dtem that kind
of slipped my mind now becausae I
am trying Lo listen Lo Lhve
interjections at the same time.

So the move from Public Works to
Executive Council, the dincrease in
funding, bhecause I have changed my
mind, maybe other Members have
changed their minds, and we are
trying ko make 1t work as an
information arm of the departments
in terms of the programs and so on
that Government offers. And there
was a third point. I believe the
Member for Humber East -

MS VERGE:

(Inaudible).

MR. BAKER:
No, something you
little earlier.

mentioned a

MS VERGE:
ALL the departments have Fax
machines now, (inaudible)

MR. BAKER:
Right, thank vyou wvery much. At
first glance I thought that could
be of bhenefit, Lhe departments
having Ffax wmachines. In Treasury
Board I have a fax machine that I
use and there 1s one that the
department uses. The thing with
Newfoundland Information Services
is that there are qoing to bhe two
people over Lhere who are
specialists in  terms of public
relations people and writing and
so on. The cdivil service does not
necessarily have that expertise,
people in the civil service. So, -

AN HON. MEMBER:
(Inaudible) .

MR. BAKER:

Okay, SO these people who are
departmental people who are not
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ministerial ofFfice staffF, but
departmental people are going to
work with NIS. But the point 1is
when a department wants to get
something out, 1t will be done
professionally. Many departments —

AN HON. MEMBER:
(Inaudible).

MR. BAKER:

Yes, well this is what I am saying
to vyou. Many departments do not
have an information office, never
will have. For instance in
Treasury Boarc and Executive
Council I will not have one of
these people because I do not have
a volume to Jjustify it in the

departments. So, anything that
Lhe Treasury Board Executive

Council needs done will be handled
by the other people who are
there. I will not have one myself
in my department. There will not
be as many of these individuals as
there are departments. There are
departments left over, five or six
or seven left over. So, wnat I am
saying to you 1is this, number one,
aven 1if we had all of these PR
people within the departments,
even 1fFf we did we do not have them
anymore . There are only some
departments that will have them.

AN HON., MEMBER:
(Inaudible) .,

MR. BAKER:

You are absolutely right. There
are some departments who do, but
we do not all have them. But even
if we all had them the use of fax
machines 1is simply not practical.
Well, what you have to go through
the fax machine ds not perfected
to the stage where you can send a
release to eight or ten sources at
the same time. You have to go
through a process.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
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(Inaudible).

The ones I have are not. And also
not every source that you want to
get to has a fax machine either.
And mayhe at sometime when
communications get better +to the
extent that we can use the fax
machines we will. Right now, the
previous Government hnad put the
terminals in the news outlets and
they already exist, and it 1is very

easy and very quick almost
instantaneous, it 1s an

instantaneous kind of thing to gel
it to all of those outlets at thne
same time. And that d1g dmportant
in terms ofF using the NIF, But T
will tell you that maybe & year
down the road we will decide 1t 1is
not worth 1it. Ancd I will tell you
this, that 1F a year down Lthe road
we decide 1t d1s not working, it
will bhe gone. Because we are
willing to change our minds. We
are willing to change our minds.

It is ten o'clock. Mr. Chairman.

On motion that the Comnilbtes rise,
report progress and ask leave Lo
sit again, Mr. Speaker returncd to
the Chadir.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Member for Bellevue,

MR. CHAIRMAN:

Mr . Speaker, the Committee of the
Whole has considered Lhe matters
to them referred and has directed
me to report progress and ask
leave to sit again.

On motion, report received and
adopted, Commnittee ordered to sit
again on tomorrow.

MR. SPEAKER:
This House stands adjourned until
tomorrow, Tuesday, at 2:00 p.m.

No. 28 (Evening) R117





